
 

(ACT) ACTION NEEDED 
(INF) INFORMATION ONLY 

(DIS) DISCRETIONARY 

AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

CITY OF NEEDLES, CALIFORNIA 

 

EL GARCES – 950 FRONT STREET, NEEDLES  

MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2024  4:00 PM 

THE PUBLIC MAY ATTEND THIS MEETING TELEPHONICALLY 
BY CALLING THE FOLLOWING NUMBER: 

1-866-576-7975 - Participant access: 853544 

THE PUBLIC MAY SUBMIT ANY COMMENTS IN WRITING PRIOR TO 12:00 NOON THE DAY  
OF THE MEETING  BY EMAILING jvalenzuela@cityofneedles.com 

CALL TO ORDER 
ROLL CALL 
CORRESPONDENCE 
INTRODUCTIONS 

PUBLIC APPEARANCE: Persons wishing to address the Commission on subjects other than those scheduled 
are requested to do so at this time.  When called by the Chairman, please announce your name and address for 
the record.  In order to conduct a timely meeting, a three-minute time limit per person has been established by 
Municipal Code Section 2-18.  Amendments to California Government Code Sec. 54950 prohibits the 
Commission from taking action on a specific item until it appears on the agenda. 

REGULAR ITEMS (A three minute time limit per person has been established per Municipal Code Section 2-18) 

1. Review and approve changes/additions to the Youth Sports Handbook (ACT) 

2.  Approve minutes from February 21, 2024 and March 18, 2024 (ACT) 

3. Golf Stats for May - July 2024 - Financials for February - May 2024 (INF) 

 

COMMISSION REQUESTS: 

MANAGER'S REPORT 

Manager's Report for the weeks of August 2 and August 9, 2024 

ADJOURNMENT 

INTERNET ACCESS TO BOARD AGENDA AND STAFF REPORT MATERIAL IS AVAILABLE PRIOR TO 
THE MEETING AT: http://cityofneedles.com 

Posted:  August 16, 2024 

SB 343-DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS -- Any public record, relating to an open 
session agenda item, that is distributed within 72 hours prior to the meeting is available for public inspection at 

the City Clerk’s Office, 817 Third Street, Needles, CA  92363. 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk's Office, at (760) 326-2113. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 

enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meetin  
(28 CFR 35.102-104 ADA Title II). 

 

appIS669ea465b03343a1b24d193ae970214f
appIS551d90c4e1244e54865da5f0fb2cdec0
appIS560e8289f68940ac8afd517ca0e84328
http://cityofneedles.com/


City of Needles, California 
Request for Commission Action 

 
 

 CITY COUNCIL   PARKS AND RECREATION                            Regular   Special 
 
Meeting Date: August 19, 2024 
 
Title:  Review and approve recommended changes to the Youth Sport Handbook  
 
Background:  The Parks & Recreation Commission established a Youth Sports Handbook in 2007. The 
handbook covers all code of ethics for players, parents and coaches. It includes guidelines and rules for 
each of the youth sports offered in recreation. The last time the handbook was revised was in 2018. Below 
are the recommended changes based on input from coaches and parents in the past few seasons: 
 

Page 1:   
a. Season Information:   2nd bullet – Pee Wee Basketball is conducted June – July.                         

3rd bullet – Pee Wee Soccer is conducted October – November. 
Add an 11th bullet – 6th graders that play on a school sports team will be required to play in the ‘A’ 
Division (A Division Basketball schedule is designed to accommodate the NMS games allowing players 
playing in both leagues to make games in each league.) 
 

Page 2: 
b. Facilities:    3rd bullet – Pee Wee Soccer may use Duke Watkins Field and/or Franz Flowers Field for 
practices. Games will be played at Franz Flowers Field. 
 
d. Games:  5th bullet – Flag Football games will be played on Duke Watkins Field 
 
Page 3: 
2nd bullet – Pee Wee Soccer games will be played at Franz Flowers Field 
 
Page 6: 

a. Screening Process – 
      3. Pass a criminal background check and fingerprinted (California DOJ) yearly 
      4. Review and make changes if any to the Attachment ‘A’ in Group A and B (see handbook)   

 

Page 12: 
 Flag Football League Rules   
1)Rules 
E. If a team is leading by a score of 14 points or more, they may continue to score, but the score will not be 
recorded on the board until the opposing team is once again within 14 points and a running clock will be used 
 

Fiscal Impact: Costs minimal. Handbooks printed in-house 
 

Critical Timeline: Fall Sports begin in October 2024. 
 

Environmental:  N/A  
  

Recommendation:   Approve recommended changes to the Youth Sports Handbook and give direction to 
send to City Council for approval. 
 

Submitted By:   Jennifer Valenzuela, Recreation Service Manager 
 
City Management Review: ______________  Date:  _____________ 
 
 
Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  
 

 Agenda Item:     
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 CITY COUNCIL    PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION        Regular X          Special    

 
 
Meeting Date: August 19, 2024 
 
Title:  Approve minutes of February and March 2024  
 
Background: See attached 
 
Fiscal Impact:   N/A 
 
Critical Timeline: N/A 
 
Environmental:  N/A  
 
Recommendation:   Approve minutes from February and March 2024    
    
 
Submitted By:   Jennifer Valenzuela, Recreation Service Manager 
 
 
City Management Review: ______________  Date:  _____________ 
 
 

Approved:   Not Approved:   Tabled:   Other:  
 
 

 Agenda Item:                 
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Aquatics UNAUDITED 

FY 2024 

Fiscal YTD 03/31/24 Budget Balance % 

Revenue 

8,502 12,330 3,828 

Total 8,502 12,330 3,828 69% 

Expenses 

136,560 261,913 125,353 

Total 136,560 261,913 125,353 52% 

Recreation 

FY 2024 $ s 

Fiscal YTD 03/31/24 Budget Balance % 

Revenue 

28,173 45,000 16,827 

Total 28,173 45,000 16,827 63% 

Expenses 

314,848 469,622 154,774 

Total 314,848 469,622 154,774 67% 

Jack Smith Park 

FY 2024 Prelim s 

Fiscal YTD 03/31/24 Budget Balance % 

Revenue 

94,311 243,000 148,689 

Total 94,311 243,000 148,689 39% 

Expenses 

61,047 115,646 54,599 

Total 61,047 115,646 54,599 53% 

Golf 

FY 2024 Prelim s 

Fiscal YTD 03/31/24 Budget Balance % 

Revenue 

520,617 693,805 173,188 

Total 520,617 693,805 173,188 75% 

Expenses 

Golf Maintenance 584,517 762,485 177,968 77% 

Golf Operations (Pro Shop) 294,871 422,685 127,814 70% 

Total 879,388 1,185,170 305,782 74% 
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City of Needles 
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363 
(760) 326-2113     •      FAX (760) 326-6765 

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan  
Vice Mayor Kirsten Merritt 
Councilmember Tona Belt  

Councilmember Ellen Campbell 
Councilmember Jamie McCorkle 

Councilmember JoAnne Pogue 
 Councilmember Henry Longbrake 

 
City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 

   
 
 
MEMORANDUM  
 
 

TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:          August 2, 2024 
  
1. On July 29, 2024, City staff, the San Bernardino County Fire Department, and the 

Colorado River Station/Needles Police Department responded to a boat fire at the 
Jack Smith Park boat launch facility. The river current moved the boat from the 
launch facility to the Arizona side. Fortunately, the Mohave County Fire Department 
was able to extinguish the fire before it escalated. 
 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to our public safety team for their swift response, 
which prevented the fire from spreading. Please refer to the attached images for a 
reference.  
 

2. Thank you, Los Angeles Times and Arizona State University Climatology Office, for 
sharing the news! On August 1, 2024, the City of Needles officially dethroned 
Phoenix as the hottest U.S. city in July, with an average temperature of 103.2 
degrees. Despite the heat, our community stays cool with local events, tourism, and 
the refreshing Colorado River. Join us for some fun in the sun! Click on this link for 
the article or refer to the attachment. 
 

3. The City of Needles and Minagar and Associates will be holding our second 
community meeting at 4 PM on August 14, 2024, at the El Garces to discuss the 
development of an off-highway vehicle route map for an Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
(OHMV) Pilot Program. This program aims to allow off-highway vehicles to travel on 
specific city streets. 
 
In March, the City Council created an Ad-Hoc Committee to research the 
implementation of this program and appointed Councilmembers Campbell, 
McCorkle, and Longbrake to serve. This will be the second meeting following the 
foundational meeting held on March 28, 2024. The Needles City Council's OHMV 
Subcommittee orchestrated the initial meeting in collaboration with city personnel, 
Minagar and Associates, and law enforcement representatives from the San 
Bernardino County Sheriff's Department, the Bureau of Land Management, and the 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-08-01/needles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
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California Highway Patrol. The public's input will be invaluable as the city goes 
through this process. We look forward to seeing you attend, but if you cannot 
participate, public members can provide feedback by emailing 
minagarf@minagarinc.com or calling 949-707-1199 ext. 2#. 
 

4. The City of Needles is committed to enhancing its aging street infrastructure 
through a 15-year Pavement Management Plan funded by the City's cannabis tax 
revenues. City staff will hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony in the first two weeks of 
September to celebrate the paving implementation of Phase 4A. The City has 
allocated $2.2 million for the ongoing fiscal year to fund critical waterline and street 
improvements, as outlined in the attached exhibit, Phase 4A. 
 
In June, the city completed the $1 million Water Service Lateral Replacement 
Project, the first step in repairing our aging infrastructure. To ensure the timely 
progress of critical projects, the City actively seeks grants and alternative funding 
for identified priority initiatives. The City of Needles remains dedicated to innovative, 
strategic investments in its infrastructure to enhance the community's overall well-
being. If you have any questions regarding the Pavement Management Project, 
please contact Patrick Martinez, the City Manager, at 760-326-2115 ext. 113 or by 
email at pmartinez@cityofneedles.com. 
 

5. City crews have been actively working to maintain and improve our parks, ensuring 
they remain beautiful and accessible for all residents. Recently, our team focused 
on the dog park, enhancing its condition and usability. Please look at the attached 
photos showcasing the impressive transformation, with before and after shots 
highlighting the improvements made. Our staff's dedication to maintaining our parks 
is evident in the quality and care of these enhancements. We appreciate their hard 
work and commitment to making our community spaces enjoyable for everyone. 
 

6. Needles youth are heading back to school in the next few weeks, and the Colorado 
River Station is hosting a backpack and school supply drive to help children in our 
community prepare for the new school year. Please bring your donated items to the 
Needles Sheriff's Station by August 14, 2024. The station is located at 1401 Bailey 
Avenue. For additional information, please contact Community Officer M. Hunt at 
760-326-9200 or mhunt@sbcsd.org. Refer to the attached flyer for more details. 

 
Additionally, the City of Needles Recreation Center's After School Program begins 
on the first day of school, August 14, 2024. The program offers homework help, 
STEM activities, physical education, and snacks. For more information see the 
attached flyer and contact the Needles Recreation Center at 1705 J Street, 
Needles, or call 760-326-2814. 

 
7. This week, City crews continue to complete 80 hours of training for a Commercial 

Driver's License (CDL). The city remains committed to providing professional 
development opportunities for our staff, and they have been enrolled in a certified 
training program. Our public works staff receive training in virtual and onsite 
sessions. Please refer to the attached images for a glimpse into the training 
process. 
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8. The City of Needles extends a heartfelt thanks to the Needles Rodeo/Colorado 

River Round-Up for hosting a free open swim on August 1, 2024. The event was a 
fun-filled day of swimming for all ages. The attached images highlight the evening 
festivities. We would also like to thank the Needles Elks Lodge and the Eagles for 
hosting open swim events this year. If you are interested in hosting open swim 
events next year, please contact us for more information at (760) 326-2599. 

 



1. JSP BOAT FIRE



CALIFORNIA

That’s hot: Needles dethrones Phoenix as hottest U.S.
city in July

An early morning kayaker paddles on the Colorado River in Needles, separating California from Arizona. The city became the hottest city
in the nation in July. (Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times)

By Sandra McDonald

Aug. 1, 2024 4:10 PM PT

A town of 5,200 just inside the California border along Route 66 now boasts a

scorching new record — the hottest monthly average temperature in the country.

2. LA TIMES ARTICLE

https://www.latimes.com/california
https://www.latimes.com/people/sandra-mcdonald


Needles averaged 103.2 degrees in July, surpassing Phoenix’s highest average

temperature last July of 102.7 degrees, according to the Arizona State Climate Office.

In an X post, the department ceded the unfortunate title to Needles.

AZ State Climate
@AZStateClimate · Follow

Phoenix is happy to relinquish the record to Needles,  now 
the hottest monthly U.S. city with 103.2°F (preliminary avg 
July temp).

Arizona welcomes a few new members to the 100°F+ 
monthly temp club: Palm Springs (100.0°F) and Blythe 
(100.7°F). Welcome?

This is the 2nd time… Show more

6:21 AM · Aug 1, 2024

72 Reply Share

Read 13 replies

The post also referenced two other cities, Palm Springs and Blythe, and welcomed

them to the club of cities with average temperatures of at least three digits for an

entire month.

https://twitter.com/AZStateClimate?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
https://twitter.com/AZStateClimate?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
https://twitter.com/AZStateClimate?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city&screen_name=AZStateClimate
https://twitter.com/AZStateClimate/status/1819000478010909119?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
https://mobile.twitter.com/AZStateClimate/status/1819000478010909119?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
https://mobile.twitter.com/AZStateClimate/status/1819000478010909119?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
https://twitter.com/AZStateClimate/status/1819000478010909119/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
https://twitter.com/AZStateClimate/status/1819000478010909119?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city&tweet_id=1819000478010909119
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city&in_reply_to=1819000478010909119
https://twitter.com/AZStateClimate/status/1819000478010909119?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1819000478010909119%7Ctwgr%5Efa7cb28b875579faedd9882492c28ffef8a7b82e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fcalifornia%2Fstory%2F2024-08-01%2Fneedles-calif-dethrones-phoenix-as-hottest-city


The heat is ingrained in Needles’ culture. City
o�cials o�er Red Hots candy at public meetings,
with a sign reading “Needles is Red Hot.” (Jan
Jernigan)

“Welcome?” the post said.

Jan Jernigan, the mayor of Needles, was not surprised by her town’s achievement,

saying: “We probably did [beat the record], quite easily.”

The heat is a part of the town’s culture. When the City Council hosts meetings, it

offers guests a basket of Red Hots candy with a sign that reads, “Needles is Red Hot,”

Jernigan said.

Needles has learned to hold city

events early in the morning to avoid

the worst of the heat, Jernigan said. A

food distribution event this morning

started around 5 a.m. and lasted only

until 8 a.m., she said, before

temperatures became oppressive.

The town, also known for references

in the “Peanuts” comics as the home

of Snoopy’s brother Spike, still draws

tourists and residents alike to its

three beaches on the Colorado River

where they can try to beat the

summer heat, said City Manager

Patrick Martinez. The city has spent

$8.4 million in grants to improve

infrastructure, including updating

parks, he said.

“You’ve [got to] be waist-deep in the Colorado River” to stay cool in Needles, he said.

CALIFORNIA

These California counties endured the nation’s longest streaks of excessive heat
July 19, 2024

https://cityofneedles.com/about-needles/needles-back-in-the-day/
https://www.latimes.com/california
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-19/california-counties-with-the-longest-streaks-of-extreme-heat
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-19/california-counties-with-the-longest-streaks-of-extreme-heat


In late June, the region’s intense heat was partly to blame for an unusual brush fire

that broke out near Needles, burning 70 acres and destroying one structure. It

crossed into Arizona and burned 143 acres there. Martinez said the infrastructure

upgrades included beach cleanups that will help reduce the risk of future wildfires,

especially during a wildfire-prone summer. This year’s hot weather has contributed to

fires burning 30 times as many acres statewide as last year.

To fight the heat, the town operates a senior center that provides water and a cool

place for people to gather. It is equipped with a generator and can be opened during

an emergency if power outages put residents in danger of overheating, Martinez said.

Jernigan said the most recent improvements to Needles’ infrastructure aren’t the end

of the story. “We still have a long way to go,” she said.

More to Read

‘Long-duration’ heat wave again cooking California, raising
health and wildfire concerns
July 22, 2024

FOR SUBSCRIBERS

For these Death Valley residents, extreme heat is a way of life
July 21, 2024

Temperature records shattered across the West as intense heat
wave drags on
July 10, 2024

Sandra McDonald

https://www.latimes.com/people/sandra-mcdonald
https://www.latimes.com/people/sandra-mcdonald
https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/2024/6/22/needles-fire/
https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/2024/6/22/needles-fire/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-31/california-wildfires-have-burned-750-000-acres-so-far-this-year
https://cityofneedles.com/services/senior-citizens-center/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-22/prolonged-heat-wave-cooking-california
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-22/prolonged-heat-wave-cooking-california
https://www.latimes.com/topic/for-la-times-subscribers
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2024-07-21/for-death-valley-residents-extreme-heat-is-a-way-of-life
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-09/temperature-records-shattered-west-coast-heat-wave
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-09/temperature-records-shattered-west-coast-heat-wave
https://www.latimes.com/people/sandra-mcdonald
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-22/prolonged-heat-wave-cooking-california
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2024-07-21/for-death-valley-residents-extreme-heat-is-a-way-of-life
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-07-09/temperature-records-shattered-west-coast-heat-wave


4. Street Improvements & Water Service Replacement
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4.Street Improvements & Water Service Replacement
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MEMORANDUM  
 
 

TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:          August 9, 2024 
  
1. The City of Needles, in partnership with Minagar and Associates, will be holding our 

second community meeting at 4:00 PM on August 14, 2024, at the El Garces. The 
meeting will focus on developing an Off-Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Route Map 
as part of the OHMV Pilot Program. This program aims to designate specific city 
streets where off-highway vehicles can travel. 
 
Minagar and Associates have prepared the attached map to gather feedback from 
the community. The map highlights existing connection routes to BLM interface 
points and proposed city streets with a speed limit of 35 mph by the proposed law 
(also attached). Your input is crucial as we move forward with this process. 
 
We hope you can join us at the meeting, but if you are unable to attend, you can 
still provide feedback by emailing the attached map with your suggested routes to 
minagarf@minagarinc.com or by calling 949-707-1199 ext. 2#. Additional 
information is available on the city’s website link.  

 
2. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has informed the City that it 

will initiate a significant bridge replacement project on Interstate 40 near Needles. 
Construction is scheduled to begin in early 2027. The project will take place 
between Park Moabi Road and Topock Road in San Bernardino County. 
 
This critical infrastructure project aims to enhance the bridge's safety and longevity 
by addressing existing deck deterioration and reinforcing the girders to increase the 
bridge's load rating. In addition to these structural improvements, the project will 
also include widening lanes and shoulders to meet current standards and 
upgrading the bridge rail system, all of which are designed to ensure the traveling 
public's safety further. 
 
This project is a vital investment in the region's infrastructure. While the 
construction process will be extensive, the result will be a safer and more resilient 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
https://cityofneedles.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/OHMV-Community-Meeting-August-14.pdf
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bridge for all who travel through the area. Refer to the attached maps, which outline 
the scope of work and location.  
 

3. The City of Needles is partnering with the American Red Cross to address a 
national blood shortage. Supplies have been down over 25% since July 1, 2024. 
The Red Cross urgently needs blood donations to ensure patients receive lifesaving 
care. 
 
To strengthen local efforts, a stakeholder event will be held on Wednesday, 
September 11, 2024. Organizations interested in participating can RSVP by 
contacting Utility Manager Rainie Torrance at rtorrance@cityofneedles.com. 
 
Donating blood is a simple yet impactful action. You can schedule an appointment 
via the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit RedCrossBlood.org, or call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
 

4. Rivers Edge Golf Course has announced its 2024 overseed schedule. The course 
will be closed from Monday, September 2, 2024, through Thursday, October 3, 
2024, with full operations resuming on Friday, October 4, 2024. To ensure you don’t 
miss out on enjoying our beautifully maintained course before the overseeding 
begins, book your tee time today by calling 760-326-3931 or visiting our website. 
 
Additionally, we’re pleased to report that significant progress continues on Phase I 
of the Rivers Edge Golf Course Irrigation Efficiency Project. This initiative is crucial 
for enhancing the sustainability and playability of our course. Please refer to the 
attached images for a detailed status update on the project. Thank you for your 
continued support, and we look forward to welcoming you back to an even better 
Rivers Edge Golf Course in October! 
 

5. The Laughlin Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for the 27th 
Annual Community Achievement Awards, a significant event that celebrates the 
contributions of individuals, businesses, clubs, and organizations to the Colorado 
River Region. If you know someone who has made a difference now is the time to 
submit their nomination. Nominations are due by August 19, 2024. Eligible 
nominees must work, reside, do business, or provide services in the Colorado River 
Region. Categories for this year’s awards include Citizen of the Year, Outstanding 
Youth Group Award, Community and Social Service Organization Award, and 
Educator of the Year, among others. 
 
Last year, Needles was proudly represented by several outstanding community 
members: 

• George DeLeon received the annual Spirit Award for his substantial 
contributions to enhancing the quality of life within the region. 

• Scotty Leonard, a St. Vincent de Paul volunteer and a sophomore at 
Needles High School, was a finalist for the Alice Garvey 2022 Excellence in 
Youth Award. 

• Nicolle Wilson of Needles Unified School District was honored with the 
Educator of the Year Award. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.golfneedlesca.com/
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This is your opportunity to highlight the hard work and dedication of those who 
make a difference in our community. Submit your nomination today by clicking here. 
 

6. City Staff has thoughtfully curated an extensive community events calendar to keep 
residents well-informed about Needles's diverse array of happenings. The city 
invites all organizations to collaborate with the City Clerk's Office to add or modify 
events on the community calendar. For contributions and updates, kindly contact 
Candace Clark at cclark@cityofneedles.com. Your active participation contributes 
to the vitality of our community experiences. Refer to the attached May 2024 events 
for further information. Here is a link to the city website with a digital version.  

 
7. IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:  

• The Colorado River Station/ Needles Police backpack and school supply 
drive bring your donated items to the Needles Sheriff's Station by August 14, 
2024. The station is located at 1401 Bailey Avenue. For additional 
information, please get in touch with Community Officer M. Hunt at 760-326-
9200 or mhunt@sbcsd.org. 

• City of Needles Recreation Center's After School Program begins on the 
first day of school, August 14, 2024. The program offers homework help, 
STEM activities, physical education, and snacks. For more information see 
the attached flyer and contact the Needles Recreation Center at 1705 J 
Street, Needles, or call 760-326-2814. 
 

https://laughlinchamber.com/caa-nomination/
mailto:cclark@cityofneedles.com
https://cityofneedles.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2024-COMMUNITY-EVENTS-AUGUST-DECEMBER.pdf
mailto:mhunt@sbcsd.org
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BUREAU ELECTRONIC LEGAL MATERIAL 

State of California 

VEHICLE CODE 

Section 38026.2 

38026.2. (a) Except as provided in subdivision ( e ), the City of Needles may establish 

a pilot project to designate combined-use highways on roads in the city for no more 

than 10 miles so that the combined-use highways can be used to link existing 

off-highway motor vehicle trails and trailheads on federal Bureau of Land Management 

or United States Forest Service lands, and to link off-highway motor vehicle 

recreational-use areas with necessary service and lodging facilities, in order to provide 
a unified system of trails for off-highway motor vehicles, preserve traffic safety, 

improve natural resource protection, reduce off-highway vehicle trespass on private 

land, and minimize impacts on city residents. 

(b) A pilot project established pursuant to this section shall do all of the following:
(1) Prescribe a procedure for highway, road, or route selection and designation.

The procedure shall be approved by a vote of a majority of the city council. 

(2) Prescribe a procedure for the city to remove a combined-use designation,

including a designation that is removed as a result of the conclusion of the pilot 
program. 

(3) In cooperation with the Department of Transportation, establish uniform

specifications and symbols for signs, markers, and traffic control devices to control 

off-highway motor vehicles, including, but not limited to, all of the following: 

(A) Devices to warn of dangerous conditions, obstacles, or hazards.
(B) Designations of the right-of-way for regular vehicular traffic and off-highway

motor vehicles. 

(C) A description of the nature and destination of the off-highway motor vehicle
trail. 

(D) Warning signs for pedestrians and motorists of the presence of off-highway
motor vehicle traffic. 

( 4) Require that off-highway motor vehicles subject to the pilot project meet the

safety requirements of federal and state law regarding proper drivers' licensing, helmet 

usage, and the requirements specified in Section 38026.5. 

(5) Prohibit off-highway motor vehicles from traveling faster than 35 miles per

hour on highways designated under this section. 
(6) (A) Prohibit a combined-use highway road segment designated under this

section from exceeding 10 miles. 

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), two or more combined-use highway road

segments may share a common starting point or ending point and may partially overlap 

as long as the resulting network of the highway road segments does not include more 
than three distinct locations of shared starting or ending points, or both. 
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2024 Upcoming Over-Seed Schedule  

Book a Tee Time 

4. GOLF COURSE  OVERSEED
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