
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

Tuesday, August 18, 2026 – 6:00 PM 

109 North Kaufman Street, Mount Vernon, Texas 75457 

Our mission: to provide effective and fiscally responsible municipal services in a manner which promotes our high standard of 

community life. 

Vision Statement Mount Vernon is a caring community committed to excellence and quality of life, aspiring to be the community of 

choice for ourselves, our children, and future generations – beautiful, clean, vibrant, and safe. We will strive to preserve our heritage, 

our friendly hometown atmosphere, and celebrate the diversity of all our citizens. 

 AGENDA  

Call to Order 

The Mayor will determine that a quorum of Councilpersons is present and Call the meeting to order. 

Consent Agenda 
Items on the Consent Agenda may be approved by a single action of the Council, with such approval applicable to all 

items appearing on the Consent Agenda.  A Council Member may request any item to be removed from the Consent 

Agenda and considered as a separate item.  

Items 2-5 were originally presented for consideration in the regular meeting on August 10, 2026. Appropriate first and 

second motions were duly made and recorded; however, no vote was taken on these items. Accordingly, all items may be 

considered and approved collectively by a single action of the Council.  

1. Regular Meeting Minutes - August 10, 2026 

2. Consider Request for Re-Plat of Property located at 811 Miller Street, Mount Vernon, Texas, 0.465 Ac., Gabriel 

Keith Survey, A-261, City of Mount Vernon, Texas 

3. Consider Contract for Municipal Judge 

4. Consider suggested ordinance amendments; Ordinance Number 2026-03, regarding officers appointed by 

Council, in order to make day-to-day operations more efficient. This amendment does not create any 

entitlements or take away from any existing roles.  

5. Consider suggested ordinance amendments; Ordinance Number 2026-04, regarding defining and clarifying the 

role of the City Administrator. This role has been a job held in the city for at least 20 years, this ordinance serves 

to memorialize and codify those roles.  

Report on Items of Community Interest 
The City Council will have an opportunity to address items of community interest. 

Citizen Participation 
The Texas Open Meetings Act prohibits the Council from responding to any comments other than to refer the matter to a 

future agenda, to an existing policy, or to make a statement of factual information. Claims against the City Council, or 

employees, as well as individual personnel appeals are not appropriate for citizens’ forum. 

Public Hearing 

Items to be Considered 

6. In accordance with Texas Tax Code, submission of the No-New Revenue and Voter-Approval Tax Rates 
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7. Proposed Tax Rate - The Council must take action on the proposed tax rate in order to move forward with the 

2026-2027 budget process. 

Discussion Items and Mayor/Council/City Administrator Reports 

Presiding Officer to Adjourn the City Council Meeting 

Notes to the Agenda 
The Council reserves the right to retire into executive session under Sections 551.071/551.074 – of the Texas Open 

Meetings Act concerning any of the items listed on this Agenda, whenever it is considered necessary and legally justified 

under the Open Meetings Act. 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need assistance should contact the City Secretary at 

903-537-2252 two working days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

The City of Mount Vernon regular meeting is the second Monday of each month at 6:00 pm in Council Chambers. Any 

individual desiring official action from the Council should submit a request to the office of the City Administrator not later 

than fifteen (15) days prior to the Council meeting.  

CERTIFICATION 

I do hereby certify that this Public Meeting Notice was posted at the front entrance of City Hall located at 109 North 

Kaufman Street, Mount Vernon, Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and 

said Notice was posted on: 

Date_________________  Time_________ 

 

Angie Pike,  

City Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, August 10, 2026 – 6:00 PM 

109 North Kaufman Street, Mount Vernon, Texas 75457 

Our mission: to provide effective and fiscally responsible municipal services in a manner which promotes our high standard of 

community life. 

Vision Statement Mount Vernon is a caring community committed to excellence and quality of life, aspiring to be the community of 

choice for ourselves, our children, and future generations – beautiful, clean, vibrant, and safe. We will strive to preserve our heritage, 

our friendly hometown atmosphere, and celebrate the diversity of all our citizens. 

 MINUTES  

Call to Order 

Mayor Ostertag called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm 

Present: Mayor Greg Ostertag, Mayor Pro-Tem Mark Huddleston, Council Members Rebecca Bailey, Mary Keys, Martin 

Carrascosa, Sally Eng 

Invocation and Pledges 

Invocation led by Member Keys 

Consent Agenda 

1. Regular Meeting Minutes - June 08, 2026 

2. Called Meeting Minutes - July 06, 2026 

3. April Financial Report 

Motion made to approve the Consent Agenda as presented by Member Huddleston, seconded by Member 

Carrascosa 

All in favor, none opposed 

Report on Items of Community Interest 
The City Council will have an opportunity to address items of community interest. 

Citizen Participation (3 minutes) 

Jack Brooks, Republican Party Chair for Franklin County invited everyone to attend a program on August 25, 2026 

regarding the Islamic movement at the Franklin County Airport.  

Items to be Considered 

4. Consider Request for Re-Plat of Property located at 811 Miller Street, Mount Vernon, Texas, 0.465 Ac., Gabriel 

Keith Survey, A-261, City of Mount Vernon, Texas 

City Administrator introduced Elliott Lester, who explained that the request is to split the existing lot into two 

equal sized lots.  

Motion to approve the re-plat request by Member Huddleston, seconded by Member Keys 
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5. In accordance with Texas Tax Code, attached are the No-New-Revenue and Voter Approval Tax Rates and the 

calculations  

City Administrator explained that the calculations as presented in the agenda are incorrect. The Voter Approval 

Rate as presented in the agenda is 0.581186. The correct rate is 0.58102. The error was discovered after the 

agenda was published. The rates will be presented to Council again in the next meeting.  

6. Consider Contract for Municipal Judge 

  

Mayor introduced Stacy Sears, who gave a short history of his background in law enforcement and his 

connections with the community.  

Motion to approve the contract as presented by Member Bailey, seconded by Member Carrascosa 

7. Consider suggested ordinance amendments; Ordinance Number 2026-03, regarding officers appointed by 

Council, in order to make day-to-day operations more efficient. This amendment does not create any 

entitlements or take away from any existing roles.  

City Administrator explained that this item removes the City Secretary as being appointed by the City Council 

and places the position under the direction of the City Administrator.  

Motion to approve Ordinance 2026-03, as presented by Member Huddleston, seconded by Member Keys 

8. Consider suggested ordinance amendments; Ordinance Number 2026-04, regarding defining and clarifying the 

role of the City Administrator. This role has been a job held in the city for at least 20 years, this ordinance serves 

to memorialize and codify those roles.  

City Administrator explained that this ordinance simply codifies the practice that the City has had in place for at 

least twenty years. The position has however never been formally adopted by Council.  

Motion to approve Ordinance 2026-04 as presented by Member Keys, seconded by Member Carrascosa 

Discussion Items and Mayor/Council/City Administrator Reports 

9. Little Creek Park Update 

City Administrator gave a timeline of the grant application, explaining that the Council approved the Texas 

Parks & Wildlife submission in 2024. The timeline for the grant is October 01, 2025 through September 30, 

2028. The grant was awarded in September 2025. At that time the City was encouraged to apply for Phase Two 

funding by TPWD. Phase Two was not awarded. The design for Phase One has now begun and will take 

approximately four to six months. The City has also been encouraged to apply again for Phase Two funding 

from Texas Parks & Wildlife again in the next funding cycle.  

Presiding Officer to Adjourn the City Council Meeting 

Motion to adjourn at 6:21 pm by Member Huddleston, seconded by Member Keys 

Approved:      Attest: 

 

_______________________   ________________________________ 

Greg Ostertag, Mayor     Angie Pike, City Secretary  
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2-4
Low-Density Residential (R-2) District

The R-2 Low-Density Residential District is designed to permit low density residential 
development, both attached and detached. Character dimensions encourage four to six sites per 
acre for single-family homes and large lots for duplexes, garden homes, and townhomes.

i. Dwellings, attached live/work
ii. Dwellings, single-family detached
iii. Dwellings, garden home
iv. Church, rectory, or other places of 

worship
v. Public parks & recreational use
vi. School, K-12, public/private

i. Dwellings, townhome
ii. Dwellings, duplex

A. INTENT

B. PRINCIPAL PERMITTED USES C. CONDITIONAL USES

2-4
Low-Density Residential (R-2) District

Lot Size
Minimum lot area:

Single-family 5,000 sqft
Townhome 1,600 sqft
Duplex 10,000 sqft

Minimum lot width:
Single-family 60 ft
Townhome 22 ft
Duplex 60 ft

Minimum lot road frontage:
Single-family 35 ft
Townhome 22 ft
Duplex  35 ft

Setbacks
Minimum front yard setback:

Single-family 10 ft
Townhome 20 ft
Duplex 25 ft

Minimum rear yard setback:
Single-family 10 ft
Townhome 10 ft
Duplex 10 ft

Minimum side yard setback:
Single-family 5 - 10 ft
Townhome 0*, 10 ft
Duplex 5 - 10 ft

Maximum building height:       30 ft

Max. driveway width:
Single-family 24 ft
Townhome 20 ft
Duplex 24 ft

Building Area
Max. Building Area           5,000 sqft
Max. Lot Coverage        50%

E. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

17
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

 

 

THIS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT (this 'Agreement") is entered into as of October 01, 2026, 

by and between the City of Mount Vernon, Texas a municipal corporation (the City') and Stacy Sears, an 

independent contractor to serve as Municipal Court Judge (the "Judge"). The City and Judge may each be referred 

to herein individually as a "party" and collectively as the "Parties." 

 

RECITALS: 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Mount Vernon Code of Ordinances the office of Judge of the municipal 

court shall be filled by appointment by the city council; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City desires to appoint and engage the services of Stacy Sears as the Judge to preside over 

the Mount Vernon Municipal Court; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Judge has the requisite expertise to provide such services. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the covenants, representation, warranties and mutual 

agreements herein contained, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 

acknowledged the Parties hereby agree as follows: 

 

I.  Services. The City agrees to engage the Judge as an independent appointed professional contractor not an 

employee of the City to serve as the Judge. The Judge agrees to preside over the municipal court dockets 

which shall include plea or arraignment dockets, non-jury dockets, jury dockets and enforcement dockets as 

well as such other special dockets as may be scheduled from time to time by the City. As an appointed official, 

the Judge agrees to perform the service required in the position of Judge and is not limited to a number of 

hours per week to perform such services. In furtherance of the Services, the Judge shall counsel and advise 

the City regarding opportunities to improve services, as appropriate, and engage in mitigation of inaccurate 

information. The Judge shall also assist the Municipal Court Clerk in the development and maintenance of the 

court records. The City reserves the right to appoint an associate judge or temporary replacement, as 

necessary. 

 

2. Docket Schedule. The Judge shall establish the times and days for the court dockets and retains full authority 

to change the same from time to time. The Judge shall perform the services required herein at the dockets so 

established and to which they may be scheduled. If the Judge is unavailable to complete these services, it shall 

be the duty of the Judge to seek an alternative method of fulfilling these duties first through any other City-

appointed Judge or any other Judge with jurisdiction to perform these duties on behalf of the City. 

 

3. Magistrate/Arraignment/Warrant Duties. The Judge shall perform magistrate, arraignment and warrant 

duties related to individuals held in any City holding facility and as otherwise required at other facilities. Such 

duties shall be performed on an as-needed basis but in all cases these duties shall be completed as described 

below. The City shall contact the Presiding Judge scheduled for magistrate/arraignment/warrant duties 

between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm and advise the scheduled Judge of the need for such services. After hours 

emergency magistrate arraignment and warrant duties may be requested on a limited, emergency basis at the 

request of the on-call Mount Vernon PD supervisor. Should the services outlined in this section be required 

the Presiding Judge shall complete such services in a timely manner within the constraints required by the 

law. If the Judge is unavailable to complete these services, it shall be the duty of the Judge to seek an 

alternative method of fulfilling his or her duties. 
 

 

 

 

 
11

Item 3.



4. Administration. The Judge shall administer the court’ s operation including coordination of his/her schedule 

with the schedules of Associate Judges at any day of court for which he/she is not personally presiding, or where 

they cannot serve as Judge for any case(s) for other reasons, such as conflict of interest. The Judge shall consult 

with City employees concerning the court operation and arrange for special court settings as necessitated by 

circumstances. Such special court settings shall only be for dire and unforeseen circumstances and only when a 

set docket date cannot otherwise be utilized and/or such duties cannot be performed by the Presiding or Associate 

Municipal Judge who from time to time may be appointed by the City Council. 

Efficiency of Court. The Judge shall consult and cooperate with the Associate Judges, City Administrator or 

their designee, the City's prosecutor, and municipal court clerk as to operational methods and procedures 

and on efforts to improve the operations of the Municipal Court all with the goal of promoting speedy and 

efficient justice within the Mount Vernon Municipal Court system. 

 

5. No Supervisory Capacity. The Judge acknowledges that the clerk of the Municipal Court is supervised by the 

City as City administrative employees and that the City Prosecutor serves at the will of City Council. The 

Presiding Judge does not serve in a supervisory role as to any of these or other employees of the City except 

with regard to judicial procedures of the court. However, he/she shall consult with the appropriate department 

head or City Administrator concerning needed improvements or problems that come to his/her attention 

through his/her service as Judge of the Mount Vernon Municipal Court. 

6. Term; Termination. This Agreement shall commence on the 1st day of October, 2026, and terminate in two 

(2) years. This Agreement may be renewed or extended by a written agreement signed by both Parties. Either 

Party may terminate this Agreement with or without cause at any time. 

 

7. Compensation and Terms. As consideration for the performance of the Services, the City shall compensate 

the Judge as follows: 

a. $1,500.00 per month flat fee for all services, payable monthly upon receipt to the City of a 

written invoice for work performed. 

b. Payments shall be made within 30 days after receipt of written invoice for work performed. 

 

8. Independent Contractor. This Agreement does not constitute a hiring by either Party. It is the intention of 

the Parties that the Judge shall have an independent contractor status and not be an employee for any 

purposes. 

 

9. Training. The Judge must complete the minimum number of hours of instruction annually in the 

performance of the duties of a Municipal Court Judge as required by the laws of the State of Texas and any 

applicable rule or statute. The Judge shall ensure that copies of records documenting such training shall be 

kept on file with the City at all times. 

 

10. Conflicts. The Presiding Judge shall refrain from any activity or employment that might place him/her in a 

position of conflict of interest with his/her duties for the City. 

 

11. Notices. Any notice required to be given pursuant to the terms and provisions of this Agreement shall be in writing 

and shall be mailed by certified or registered mail addressed as set forth below or at such other address as may be 

specified by written notice: 
 

City:  City of Mount 

Vernon  

109 N Kaufman St. 

Mount Vernon TX 

75457 

Judge: Stacy Sears 
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12. Integration, Modification, Partial Invalidity and Counterparts. This Agreement contains the 

entire agreement between the Parties relating to the subject matter hereof. If any provision of this 

Agreement is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void or unenforceable the 

remaining provisions shall nevertheless continue in full force and effect without being impaired or 

invalidated in any way. All prior agreements and all prior negotiations are superseded by this 

Agreement. This Agreement may not be modified except by a written document signed by an 

authorized person on behalf of each Party. This Agreement may be executed in one or more 

counterparts (including counterparts delivered by facsimile or other electronic means), each of which 

will be deemed to be an original copy of this Agreement and all of which, when taken together, will 

be deemed to constitute one and the same instrument. 

 

13. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed under the laws of the State of 

Texas (not including the choice of law rules thereof) and all litigation arising out of this Agreement 

shall be resolved by the state or federal courts sitting in Franklin County, Texas, and each Party hereby 

irrevocably submits to the jurisdiction of any such court. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Agreement, this  _______ day  
of _____ -_______, 20____.  
 
 
 
City of Mount Vernon 
 
 
 
 
Mayor ____________________     Attest:  _______________________ 
           Greg Ostertag, Mayor        Angie Pike, City Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Presiding Judge___________________ 
   Stacy Sears, Presiding Judge 
 
 
 

 State of Texas,        § 

 County of Franklin § 

 

 Before me,  __________________, the undersigned notary public, on this day personally appeared 

_______________ 

 and ________________, known to be the person whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and 

acknowledged to me that she executed that instrument for the purposes and consideration therein expressed.  

 

Given under my hand and seal of office this ____ day of ______________, 20___.  

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Notary Public in and for the State of Texas 

My Commission Expires: ________________ 

 

13

Item 3.



  

ORDINANCE No. 2026-03 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, 
TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 21 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
RELATED TO APPOINTED OFFICERS; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 

REPEALING CLAUSE; AND EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has the responsibility of overseeing or delegating the appointment of all staff who are 
employed by the City;  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Mount Vernon, Texas has determined that the following section of the 
current Code of Ordinances should be amended. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, TEXAS IS 
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. AMENDMENTS:  
The findings set forth below are incorporated into the body of this Ordinance; with deletions struck through 
and additions in red italics: 

 
CHAPTER 2; SECTION 21 – Appointive Officers 
The appointive officers of the city shall be a city secretary, who may be an employee of the city at the time 
of appointment, and which officer shall also be ex officio clerk of the municipal court; a municipal judge; a 
city administrator; a city attorney; a chief of police, and such other officers as the city council may deem 
necessary; and may prescribe the duties and compensation of such officers.  

Section 2.     ADDENDUM:  
All items affected by this amendment shall be renumbered accordingly, to accommodate additions or deletions 
listed above.   
 
Section 3.    SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: 
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and 

sections of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this 

ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent 

jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs 

and sections of this ordinance,  since the same  would have been  enacted by  the City Council without the 

incorporation of this ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section. 

Section 4. REPEALING CLAUSE: 
Any provision of any prior ordinance of the City whether codified or uncodified, which are in conflict with any 
provisions of the Ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of   the conflict, but all other provisions of the 
ordinances of the City whether codified or uncodified, which are not in conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance, shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 5:    EFFECTIVE DATE:  
This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 
 
PASSED ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the 10 day of August, 2026  

 

___________________________________________                                                                      
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Ordinance Number 2026-03  
 

Greg Ostertag, Mayor   
  

Attest:  

 

_________________________________________                                                             
Angie Pike, City Secretary  
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ORDINANCE No. 2026-04 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, 
TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 16, ARTICLE 2, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
ADDING AN OFFICE OF CITY ADMINISTRATR; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 

CLAUSE; REPEALING CLAUSE; AND EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
WHEREAS, the City is the authority responsible for the management of all staff employed or contracted by the City 
of Mount Vernon; and  
 
WHEREAS, in order to ensure a more efficient and timely management of all personnel, the office of the City 
Administrator is hereby created.  
 
NOW THEREFORE, THE CODE OF ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, TEXAS IS 
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1. AMENDMENTS:  
The findings set forth below are incorporated into the body of this Ordinance;  

 
CHAPTER 16; SECTION 2 –  
The office of city administrator is hereby established.  

 

§ 16.02.001. Appointment and tenure. 

The city administrator shall be appointed for an indefinite period of time and shall be subject to discharge 

at the will of the council. Appointment and removal shall require a majority vote of the city council. The city 

administrator shall be responsible to and report directly to the city council. 

 

§ 16.02.002. Duties and powers. 

The city administrator shall promptly and effectively execute or cause to be executed and carried out all 

duties and responsibilities delegated to him by the city council. Such duties and powers include: 

(1) To devote all his working time and attention to the affairs of the city and to be responsible to the city 

council for the efficient administration of the city’s affairs. 

(2) To see that all provisions of federal, state, and local laws, ordinances and resolutions are enforced. 

(3) To exercise supervision over all departments created by the council. In relation to employment and 

discharge of city employees, the city administrator shall neither employ nor discharge any department head 

without prior council approval.  

(4) In regard to administrative and executive duties under the jurisdiction of the city administrator, the 

council and its members shall deal through the administrator, and neither the council nor any member 

thereof shall give orders to any subordinate of the city administrator either privately or publicly. Any willful 

violation of this provision by any member of the council shall constitute official misconduct. 

(5) To attend all meetings of the council with a right to take part in the discussion but having no vote and to 

be notified of all special meetings of the council. 

(6) To take to the council in timely manner all reports, documents, tax rolls, and other written documents of 

the city business as required by law and prudent management. 

(7) Keep the governing body informed on a timely basis of the significant activities of the city with special 

emphasis on the expansion projects associated with the growth of the city; 

(8) Recommend to the governing body a standard schedule of pay for each appointive office and position in 

the service, including minimum, intermediate and maximum rates; 
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 Ordinance No. 2026-04 

(9) Recommend to the governing body adoption of such measures, ordinances and resolutions as may be 

deemed necessary or expedient for the health, safety or welfare of the community or for the improvement of 

administrative services;  

(10) Prepare the budget draft annually in conjunction with the heads of departments, and submit it to the 

governing body together with a message describing the important features and be responsible for the 

administration of the adopted body; 

(11) Prepare and submit to the governing body with the assistance of the heads of departments at the end of 

the fiscal year a complete report on the finances and administrative activities of the city for the preceding 

year; 

(12) Keep the governing body advised of the financial condition and future needs of the city and make such 

recommendations as may be deemed desirable. Make proposals for applications for federal grants and 

make required reports for such grants as may be applicable and desirable for city needs; 

(13) Supervise the purchase of all materials, supplies, equipment, and services for which funds are provided 

in the budget; make and sign agreements for the purchase of materials, supplies, equipment, and services 

necessary for operation or maintenance of the city for amounts up to and including $50,000; and make 

emergency purchases with the proper approval of the governing body to the extent funds have been 

provided in the budget. No purchase shall be made, contract let, or obligation incurred for any line item or 

service which exceeds the current budget appropriation without a supplemental appropriation by the 

governing body. No contract over $50,000 shall be executed by the City Administrator except by approval of 

the governing body. The City Administrator may issue such rules governing procedures for purchasing 

within the administrative organization as the governing body shall approve; 

14) To perform all other duties as requested by the City Council from time to time. 

 
Section 2.     ADDENDUM:  
All items affected by this amendment shall be renumbered accordingly, to accommodate additions or deletions listed 
above.   
 
Section 3.    SEVERABILITY CLAUSE: 
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and 

sections of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this 

ordinance shall be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent 

jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs 

and sections of this ordinance,  since the same  would have been  enacted by  the City Council without the 

incorporation of this ordinance of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section. 

 

Section 4. REPEALING CLAUSE: 
Any provision of any prior ordinance of the City whether codified or uncodified, which are in conflict with any 
provisions of the Ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of   the conflict, but all other provisions of the 
ordinances of the City whether codified or uncodified, which are not in conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance, shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 5:    EFFECTIVE DATE:  
This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its passage. 
 
 
PASSED ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the 10th  day of  August, 2026  

 

____________________________________________                                                                      

Greg Ostertag, Mayor   
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Attest:  

 

_________________________________________                                                             

Angie Pike, City Secretary  
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Notice about _________Tax Rates 
(current year) 

Property Tax Rates in 
(taxing unit’s name) 

This notice concerns the . 
(current year) (taxing unit’s name) 

This notice provides information about two tax rates taxing units use in adopting the current tax year’s tax rate. The no-new-revenue tax rate would impose the same amount of  
taxes as last year if you compare properties taxed in both years. In most cases, the voter-approval tax rate is the highest tax rate a taxing unit can adopt without holding an election. 
In each case, the taxing unit calculates these rates by dividing the total amount of taxes by the current taxable value with adjustments as required by state law. The rates are given 
per $100 of property value. 

Taxing units preferring to list the rates can expand this section to include an explanation of how they calculated these tax rates. 

This year’s no-new-revenue tax rate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  /$100 

This year’s voter-approval tax rate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  /$100 

To see the full calculations, please visit for a copy of the Tax Rate Calculation Worksheet.  
(website address) 

Unencumbered Fund Balances 
The following estimated balances will be left in the taxing unit’s accounts at the end of the fiscal year. These balances are not encumbered by corresponding debt obligation. 

Type of Fund Balance 

$ 

Current Year Debt Service 

The following amounts are for long-term debts that are secured by property taxes. The taxing unit will pay these amounts from upcoming property tax revenues (or additional sales 
tax revenues, if applicable). 

Description of Debt 
Minimum Dollar Amount of 

Principal or Contract Payment to 
be Paid From Property Taxes 

Minimum Dollar Amount 
of Interest to be Paid From 

Property Taxes 
Other Amounts to be Paid Total Payment 

$ $ $ $ 

(expand as needed) 

Form 50-212

Form developed by: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Property Tax Assistance Division
50-212 • 10-25/21

 
 

 

   

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

__________ property tax rates for ___________________________________________________________________

_____________________

_____________________

______________________________________ 

For additional copies, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax 

2026

City of Mount Vernon

2026

https://www.co.franklin.tx.us/page/franklin.truthintaxation

Maintenance & Operations
Interest & Sinking

$450,000
$325,000

GCO Water Meters C.O. #10925
GCO Water Meters C.O. #10795

10,781 3,183 13,964

Hilltop Tax & Srpls Series 2026
67,033 20,493 87,526

Hilltop Tax & Srpls Series 2024
25,000 32,184 57,184

Hilltop Gen Obg Series 2021 (Sewer Fee)

35,000 74,204 109,204

Hilltop Tax & Rev Series 2013
137,154 44,471 181,625

City of Mount Vernon

0.54862

0.58102

$15,000 $8,175 23,175
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Total required for  debt service ................................................................................ 
(current year) 

$ 

Amount (if any) paid from funds listed in unencumbered funds ............................................. $

Amount (if any) paid from other resources ..................................................................................... $

Excess collections last year .................................................................................................................. $

Total to be paid from taxes in  ....................................................................... 
(current year) 

$ 

+  Amount added in anticipation that the taxing unit will collect 

only % of its taxes in  ................................................................. 
(collection rate) (current year) 

$ 

Total Debt Levy .................................................................................................................................. $

Voter-Approval Tax Rate Adjustments 

State Criminal Justice Mandate 

The  County spent $  
(county name) (county name) (amount) 

County Sheriff provided  information on these costs, 

minus the state revenues received for the reimbursement of such costs. This increased the voter-approval tax rate by $  

(county name) (county name) 

/$100. 
(amount of increase) 

Indigent Health Care Compensation Expenditures 

 county spent $   from July 1,  , to June 30, 
(county name) (amount) (prior year) (current year) 

 . This increased the  voter-approval tax rate by $  /$100. 
(amount) (amount of increase) 

Indigent Defense Compensation Expenditures 

 county spent $   from July 1,  , 

to provide appointed counsel for indigent individuals, less the amount of state grants. In the preceding year, the county spent $  

(county name) (amount) (prior year) (current year) 

(amount) 

for indigent defense compensation expenditures. The amount of increase above last year’s indigent defense expenditures is $  . 
(amount of increase) 

This increased the voter-approval tax rate by $  . 
(amount of increase) (use one phrase to complete sentence: the increased expenditures, 

or 5 percent more than the preceding year s expenditures) 

Notice of Tax Rates Form 50-212

 

 

  

 

  County Auditor certifies that   (minus any amount 

received from state revenue for such costs) in the previous 12 months for the maintenance and operations cost of keeping inmates sentenced to the Texas Department of Criminal 

Justice.  

   

  

 

 
     

  

     

 

 

 
      
  

    

__________ ______________________________ 

___________ __________

_________________________ _____________________ ________________________ 

______________________________________________________ __________________________________

___________________________________

________________________________________ _______________________ __________ _____________ , 

on indigent health care compensation procedures at the increased minimum eligibility standards, less the amount of state assistance. For the current tax year, the amount of increase  

above last year’s enhanced indigent health care expenditures is $ _____________________ _____________________

________________________________________ _______________________ __________ , to June 30,  _____________ 

_______________________________________ 

_________________________________________

____________________________________ /$100 to recoup ____________________________________________________

For additional copies, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax Page 2

– ______________________________ 

– ______________________________ 

– ______________________________ 

= __________ ______________________________

______________________________ 

= ______________________________ 

’ 

For additional copies, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax Page 2 

2026

2026

2026101

472,678

181,624

2,545

288,509

-2,857

285,652
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Eligible County Hospital Expenditures 

  spent $   from July 1,  , to June 30, 
(name of taxing unit) (amount) (prior year) (current year) 

on expenditures to maintain and operate an eligible county hospital. In the preceding year,  
(taxing unit name) 

spent $  for county hospital expenditures. For the current tax year, the amount of increase above last year’s expenditures is $ 
(amount) (amount of increase) 

This increased the voter-approval tax rate by $   /$100 to recoup 
(amount of increase) (use one phrase to complete sentence: the increased expenditures, 

or 8 percent more than the preceding year s expenditures) 

This notice contains a summary of the no-new-revenue and voter-approval calculations as 

certified by 
(designated individual’s name) (designated individual’s position) (date) 

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information 
about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property. 

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state. 

Notice of Tax Rates Form 50-212

 
     

 

  

 
      
  

    
   

    

________________________________________ ___________________________ __________ _____________ , 

__________________________________________________________________ 

________________ ______________________ 

____________________________________ ____________________________________________________ . 

_________________________________________________ ________________________________ __________________ 

For additional copies, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax Page 3

’ 

For additional copies, visit: comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax Page 3 

ANDREW PUDELL Digitally signed by ANDREW PUDELL 
Date: 2026.08.12 11:00:10 -05'00' Finance Director 08/12/2026

Reset Print
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Fiscal Year (Tax Year) Median-Valued 
Homestead

Tax Rate Per $100 of Value Estimated 
Property Tax Bill

FY 2025-2026 (TY 2025) 162,010                                    Adopted 2025 Tax Rate: $0.58751 951.82$                    
FY 2026-2027 (TY 2026) 178,500                                    2026 No New Revenue Tax Rate: $0.54862 979.29$                    
FY 2026-2027 (TY 2026) 178,500                                    2026 Proposed  Tax Rate: $0.58102 1,037.12$                

Taxpayer Impact Statement
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