
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL SESSION 

Tuesday, May 27, 2025 – 6:00 PM 

109 North Kaufman Street, Mount Vernon, Texas 75457 

Our mission: to provide effective and fiscally responsible municipal services in a manner which 

promotes our high standard of community life. 

Vision Statement Mount Vernon is a caring community committed to excellence and quality of life, 

aspiring to be the community of choice for ourselves, our children, and future generations – beautiful, 

clean, vibrant, and safe. We will strive to preserve our heritage, our friendly hometown atmosphere, and 

celebrate the diversity of all our citizens. 

 AGENDA  

Notice of possible quorum 
The members of the City Council of the City of Mount Vernon will gather at the Water Treatment Plant located at 

408 FM 115, Mount Vernon, TX  starting at 5:00 pm  for the purpose of touring the water treatment plant to see 

completed renovations. 

Call to order and announce a quorum is present at City Hall 109 N Kaufman Street Mt Vernon at 6pm 

Invocation and Pledges 

Swearing-in Ceremony 
Swear-in re-elected Council members, Mark Huddleston. 

Citizen Participation (3 minutes) 

The Texas Open Meetings Act prohibits the Council from responding to any comments other than to refer the matter 

to a future agenda, to an existing policy, or to a staff person with specific information.  Claims against the City, 

Council Members, or employees, as well as individual personnel appeals are not appropriate for citizens’ forum. 

Items to be Considered: 

1. Consider and act upon appointment of Mayor Pro Tem.  (one year term) 

2. Consider and act upon approval of 2024-2025 Audit.  Presented by Mike Ward. 

Discussion Items HOT Fund applications 

3. HOT FUND REQUEST APPLICATIONS 2025-2026 BUDGET 

Presiding Officer to Adjourn the City Council Meeting 

Notes to the Agenda: 

Items marked with an * are consent items considered to be non-controversial and will be voted on in one motion 

unless a council member asks for separate discussion. 

The Council may vote and/or act upon each of the items listed in this Agenda except for discussion-only items. 
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The Council reserves the right to retire into executive session under Sections 551.071/551.074 – of the Texas Open 

Meetings Act concerning any of the items listed on this Agenda, whenever it is considered necessary and legally 

justified under the Open Meetings Act. 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need assistance should contact the City 

Secretary at 903-537-2252 two working days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

CERTIFICATION 

I do hereby certify that this Public Meeting Notice was posted on the outside bulletin board, at the front entrance of 

City Hall located at 109 N Kaufman St., Mount Vernon, Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the 

general public at all times, and said Notice was posted on the following date and time: 

Posted May 23, 2025 by 4:00 p.m. and remained so posted at least 72 hours before said meeting was convened. 

Kathy Lovier, City Secretary 

NOTE: The City of Mount Vernon, Texas meets regularly on the second Monday night of each month at 6:00 

p.m.  The Council follows a printed Agenda for official action.  Any individual desiring official action should 

submit his/her request to the office of the City Manager not later than fifteen (15) days prior to the Council 

Meeting. 

__/s/ Kathy Lovier Johnson____________ 

Kathy Lovier Johnson, City Secretary 
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Application for 

I\► I 0 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Funds 

The City of Mount Vernon collects Hotel Occupancy Tax from lodging and hospitality establishments 

located wlthln the clty limits,at·a rate of 7% p:eT night for e\ler'y customer staving at the establishment 

for fewer than 30 days. The State of Texas permits these funds to be reinvested into community efforts 

at promoting tourism and/or historic preservation. 

All applications submitted will be reviewed by the Mount Vernon City Council. The City Council may 

elect to award none, all, or some of the requested funding for each individual request. Incomplete 

applications will not be considered. For any information that is not relevant to your organization please 

place "N/A" in the space provided. 

All applications must be submitted to City Hall (109 N. Kaufman St) by 12:00 PM on Wednesday, 

May 21, 2025. Late applications will not be accepted. 

Applications will be reviewed by the City Council Workshop at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 27, 2025. 

our de Cypress was organized to attract visitors to Franklin County to discover nature, our community 
d visit our overnight accommodations, shops, and restaurants. Money earned with the bike tour goes 

irectly back into lunches of love, Rotary Youth Leadership Awards, Dictionaries for Third Graders, 
cademic Banquet, and other Rotary youth and civic programs. 

It is a tour, not a race, and is conducted on the third Saturday of April every year. It has traditionally 
ttracted up to 300 riders. The visitors are treated to a ride through Franklin County and across Lake 
ypress Springs in the springtime. Most of the riders come from the Dallas-Fort Worth Metropiex. 

Registration opens online on January 1. 
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Project Category (check all that apply) 

□ Convention and Visitors Centers
□ Convention Registration
□ Advertising the City
□ Promotion of the Arts

Amount Requested 

□ Historical Restoration and Preservation
� Sporting Events
□ Tourist Transportation Systems

□ Sign age Directing the Public to Sites and
Attractions

$6500 

By signing below, I certify that all of the following are true statements: 

► All information presented in this document is accurate.

► All estimates presented in this document are reasonable and based on evidence

► The applicant understands that HOT funds are limited and funding is not guaranteed

► The applicant understands that in order to be fully compliant with uses allowable by the State of

Texas, these funds must be applied to an event or project and may not be used to fund general

operations of the organization.

(JJr w�/ttSignature 

Pat Wright 

Applicant Printed Name 

Rotary Club of Mount \lemon 

Applicant Organization 

May 8, 2025 

Date of Application Submission 
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Company Description Cost Total 

JOTS Toilets 4000.00 4000.00 

Assorted companies Lunch for riders 1400.00 5400.00 

Just Sayin T-shirts 3000.00 8400.00 

Just Sayin Signs, banners, 1500.00 9900.00 

Amazon Custom canopy 300.00 10200.00 

Echo Printing Tract cards, 500.00 10700.EI0 

Map printing Maps 250.00 10950.00 

5S Tents tent rental 1000.00 11950.00 

Sam's Brookshire's Food, etc for reststops 1000.00 12950.00 

Just Sayin Posters 80.00 13030.00 
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H)IO

The City of Mount Vernon collects 

Hotel Occupancy Tax from lodging 

APPLICATION FOR 

HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAX FUNDS 

and hospitality establishments located within the city limits at a rate of 7% per night for every customer 

staying at the establishment for fewer than 30 days. The State of Texas permits these funds to be 

reinvested into community efforts at promoting tourism and/or historic preservation. 

All applications submitted will be reviewed by the Mount Vernon City Council. The City Council may 

elect to award none, all, or some of the requested funding for each individual request. Incomplete 

applications will not be considered. For any information that is not relevant to your organization please 

place "N/A" in the space provided. 

All applications must be submitted to City Hall (109 N. Kaufman St) by 12:00 PM on Wednesday, 

May 21, 2025. Late applications will not be accepted. 

Applications will be reviewed by the City Council Workshop at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 27, 2025. 

OPERATING and MAINTAINING A HISTORICAL 
MUSEUM WHILE EXHIBITING EDUCATIONAL ARCHIVES, 
PROMOTIMG THE ARTS AND HISTORICAL PROPERTIES 
THROUGH SIGNAGE and BROCHURES and SOCIAL MEDIA 
PROMOTING THE CITY OF MT. VERNON 

365 DAYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

Project Description (if necessary additional information may be attached) 

A TWO FOLD PROJECT: 
The maintenance and repairs of the 7 Alamo buildings preserving local Texas archives and treasured artifacts 

displayed upon demand for travelers to Mt. Vernon, for example, many of whom never realized Texas had over 2,000 
pirates, demand expansion and occasional repairs. The historical displays often need maintenance and upgrading as 
newly acquired items and information flow in, for example, the exciting findings during Mayor Hyman's remodeling. 

According to Justin Bageil, May 19 during his visit to the City, The Alamo Museum, at large within the County, and 
serving both the City children and adults, qualifies for CITY HOT FUNDS. Any question contact THE TEXAS HOTEL & 
LODGING ASSOCIATION in Austin, Texas. We look forward to your consideration in this matter. 

ESTMA TED PROJECT A TTENDENCE 
600 - 1,000 THROUGH THE YEAR WITH EVENTS AND TOURS; 
ALSO WEDDING GUESTS, slowed since pandemic 

(1) 

UNLIMITED OVERNIGHT STAYS with annual 
events with musicians performing at night and also 
including destination weddings having brought 
in as many as 120 documented guests 
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o Convention and Visitors Centers
o Convention Registration
o Advertising the City
□ Promotion of the Arts

□ Historical Restoration and Preservation
o Sporting Events
o Tourist Transportation Systems
o Signage Directing the Public to Sites and

Attractions

Amount Requested $4,100.00 

1.Amount requested(. $ 700 advertising expenses) to pay for advertising, solicitations, promotion programs to
attract tourist and convention delegates or registrants. SIGNAGE , NEWSPAPER ADS, FLYERS, BROCHURES,
ETC

2.Amount requested: $ 2,100 for promotion of the arts including a number of musical performances on our 32
foot outdoor stage being planned including entertainer Dale Cummings scheduled again for this fall. Many artists
have out of town admirers who follow them .. this includes advertising also.

3.Amount requested: $1,300 for historical restoration and preservation including additional displays being
prepared on a regular basis and the props needed such as showcases, shelves, frames, etc.

By signing below, I certify that all of the following are true statements: 

~ All information presented in this document is accurate. 

~ All estimates presented in this document are reasonable and based on evidence. 

~ The applicant understands that HOT funds are limited and funding is not guaranteed. 

~ The applicant understands that in order to be fully compliant with uses allowable by the 

State of Texas, these funds must be applied to an event or project and may not be used 

to fund general operations of the organization. 

(2) 

Applicant Signature 

'-Jrfliuy 13.IA( 
U,{y

Applicant Printed Name 

ll/a1rzo /l1rrfr1t1n /Jlu S,et{ft1 
Applicant Organization 

_t) __£/_; 4 I� o Jts-

Date of Applicant Submission 
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Application for 

Hotel Occupancy Tax Funds 

The City of Mount Vernon collects Hotel Occupancy Tax from lodging and hospitality establishments 
located within the city limits at a rate of 7% per night for every customer staying at the· establishment 
for fewer than 30 days. The State of Texas permits these funds to be reinvested into community efforts 
at promoting tourism and/or historic preservation. 

All applications submitted will be reviewed by the Mount Vernon City Council. The City Council may 
elect to award none, all, or some of the requested funding for each individual request. Incomplete 
applications will not be considered. For any information that is not relevant to your organization please 
place "N/A" in the space provided. 

All applications must be submitted to City Hall (109 N. Kaufman St) by 12:00 PM on Wednesday,

May 21, 2025. Late applications will not be accepted. 

Applications will be reviewed by the City Council Workshop at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 27, 2025.

·e nCA. v e. 6\ /l v/1'11;7 ef' o,:r o 1 <::rcr t:/ on '/1./e. 

a. ye'</' -/-1,,,_f We. a )v <r' I-, '5 e i/J ;'1,M ,,J/ of Jif-if.,_,, ,f- Wa,y.f J -/4, M.!!J
"°1'/e -k, ,A/. t/ d'('IY1, � / /41,,_ :,1, C< /110/1/-A f /?'JC,.//4v1 � c,-Z/#e $,'

·sp?-17✓.s/ .9�,--q/ /1'J-ec0a.. d s� /Plvch /J'?c,,/e, ;//I A/v-riTs� l.5 J/7

,., ,.,. c;o\ 1J- q/'no..-/-i/ <?fl/J(<;c'la.-/e. -/-h,-ese./ /4/1/.s. lo kf: , · y-h·se_ _, 

�3MM�t
�2 
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Project Category (check all that apply) 
□ Convention and Visitors Centers
0 Convention Registration 
- Advertising the City
□ Promotion of the Arts

Amount Requested 

D Historical Restoration and Preservation 
□ Sporting Events
0 Tourist Transportation Systems
□ Signage Directing the Public to Sites and

Attractions

By signing below, I certify that all of the following are true statements: 

► All information presented in this document is accurate.
► All estimates presented in this document are reasonable and based on evidence
► The applicant understands that HOT funds are limited and funding is not guaranteed
► The applicant understands that in order to be fully compliant with uses allowable by the State of

Texas, these funds must be applied to an event or project and may not be used to fund general
operations of the organization.

��,s�nature 

;;;;_ p 5701/eL 
Appliclnt Printed Name 

5/25 j17e,ftfH1 >/t/Jc e.S 
Applicant Organization 

0 7-;2S-
Date of Application Submission 
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Application for 

1910 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Funds 

The City of Mount Vernon collects Hotel Occupancy Tax from lodging and hospitality establishments 
located within the city limits at a rate of 7% per night for every customer staying at the establishment 
for fewer than 30 days. The State of Texas permits these funds to be reinvested into community efforts 
at promoting tourism and/or historic preservation. 

All applications submitted will be reviewed by the Mount Vernon City Council. The City Council may 
elect to award none, all, or some of the requested funding for each individual request. Incomplete 
applications will not be considered. For any information that is not relevant to your organization please 
place "N/A" in the space provided. 

All applications must be submitted to City Hall (109 N. Kaufman St) by 12:00 PM on Wednesday,

May 21, 2025. Late applications will not be accepted. 

Applications will be reviewed by the City Council Workshop at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 27, 2025.
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(!M'-tu\l-t, \V\ YJt\G\S-to ti l\ \n0.':) V\{cie.� - �\fuo ,Q9..
Estimated Overnight Stays in Mount Verno 
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Project Category (check all that apply) 

0 Convention and Visitors Centers 
□ Convention Registration
□ Advertising the City
0 Promotion of the Arts

Amount Requested 

�/ Historical Restoration and Preservation
Ill' Sporting Events 
□ Tourist Transportation Systems
0 Signage Directing the Public to Sites and

Attractions 

By signing below, I certify that all of the following are true statements: 

► All information presented in this document is accurate.
► All estimates presented in this document are reasonable and based on evidence
► The applicant understands that HOT funds are limited and funding is not guaranteed
► The applicant understands that in order to be fully compliant with uses allowable by the State of

Texas, these funds must be applied to an event or project and may not be used to fund general
operations of the organization.

pplicant Signature 

licant Printed Name 

isk11s 
Date of Application Submission 

t\ 
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Franklin County Arts Alliance, P.O. Box 1276, Mt. Vernon, TX 75457 

May 5, 2025

Mt. Vernon City Council,

The Franklin County Arts Alliance appreciates the opportunity to apply for Hotel 
Occupancy Tax Funds. Our focus is to fulfill our mission statement of promoting
cultural arts within the community. We continue to acquire new artists to display
and sell their art in our gallery. FCAA manages the only frame shop in Mt. 
Vernon, Winnsboro and Mt. Pleasant. Painting and drawing classes are available
for children and adults as well as special art events for the community and
surrounding communities to participate in.
Specific events that we have planned are outlined in the attached page titled
"Estimated Expenses for 2025-2026.

We remain a non-profit, volunteer based organization with one part time employee.
Commission on art sales, memberships and rentals are our primary sources of 
revenue and we need financial assistance to continue to offer these services to the
community.

Sincerely,

rf..... A(&.- � C,v/,/l-M.._UnJZ 
'(md; �ammond, President 
Franklin County Arts Alliance

http://www.franklincountyarts.com 
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Application for 

1910 
Hotel Occupancy Tax Funds 

The City of Mount Vernon collects Hotel Occupancy Tax from lodging and hospitality establishments 

located within the city limits at a rate of 7% per night for every customer staying at the establishment 

for fewer than 30 days. The State of Texas permits these funds to be reinvested into community efforts 

at promoting tourism and/or historic preservation. 

All applications submitted will be reviewed by the Mount Vernon City Council. The City Council may 

elect to award none, all, or some of the requested funding for each individual request. Incomplete 

applications will not be considered. For any information that is not relevant to your organization please 

place "N/ A" in the space provided. 

All applications must be submitted to City Hall (109 N. Kaufman St) by 12:00 PM on Wednesday, 

May 21, 2025 . Late applications will not be accepted. 

Applications will be reviewed by the City Council at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 27, 2025. 

The Hunt Brothers Band from Guthrie, Oklahoma, will present a bluegrass courtyard concert in 

October. The 2024 concert had approximately 50 in attendance. "The C", Dale Cummings, will be 

back with his entertaining 60's, 70's and 80's musical entertainment and keeps the crowd on their 

feet. We are requesting assistance with the cost of hiring these groups, advertising and refreshments 

for both events. A few of the other events planned for the year include the Tablescape Contests, 

Christmas Tree on the Square, Painting With Friends, and Children's Summer Art Day. We continue to 

strive to develop new events and programs for adults and children. 

In addition to displaying and selling art for numerous artists, FCAA hosts art classes throughout the 

year for children and adults in an effort to promote the awareness of and love for art. 

An estimated list of expenses has been attached. 
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Project Category (check all that apply) 
Convention and Visitors Centers 

□ Convention Registration
□ Advertising the City
xPromotion of the Arts

Amount Requested 

□ Historical Restoration and Preservation
□ Sporting Events
□ Tourist Transportation Systems
□ Signage Directing the Public to Sites and

Attractions

$3,925 

By signing below, I certify that all of the following are true statements: 

► All information presented in this document is accurate.
► All estimates presented in this document are reasonable and based on evidence
► The applicant understands that HOT funds are limited and funding is not guaranteed
► The applicant understands that in order to be fully compliant with uses allowable by the State of

Texas, these funds must be applied to an event or project and may not be used to fund general
operations of the organization.

_Linda Hammond _________ _ 
Applicant Printed Name 

_Franklin County Arts Alliance. _____ _ 
Applicant Organization 

_May 5, 2025 __________ _ 
Date of Application Submission 
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Estimated Expenses for 2025-2026 

Hunt Brothers Band Courtyard Concert 
Cost of hiring band $1000 
Advertising $40 
Refreshments $200 
Decor $100 

"The C" Dale Cummings 
Cost of entertainer $200 
Advertising $30 
Refreshments $150 
Decor $75 

Children's Summer Art Day 
Advertising $30 
Class Supplies $200 
Refreshments $75 

Tablescapes benefiting local non-profits (2 per year) 
Advertising $50 
Refreshments $3 00 
Prizes $800 

Christmas Tree Contest on the Square 
Advertising $40 
Refreshments $7 5 
Trophies $50 

"Painting With Friends" type Art Class for Adults (3 per year) 
Advertising $30 
Refreshments $225 

4-HArt Show
Refreshments 
Prizes 

TOTAL 

$75 
$180 

$3,925 
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The City of Mount Vernon collects Hotel Occupancy Tax from lodging and hospitality establishments 

located within the city limits at a rate of 7% per night for every customer staying at the establishment 

for fewer than 30 days. The State of Texas permits these funds to be reinvested into community efforts 

at promoting tourism and/or historic preservation. 

All applications submitted will be reviewed by the Mount Vernon City Council. The City Council may 

elect to award none, all, or some of the requested funding for each individual request. Incomplete 

applications will not be considered. For any information that is not relevant to your organization please 

place “N/A” in the space provided. 

All applications must be submitted to City Hall (109 N. Kaufman St) by 12:00 PM on Wednesday,  

May 21, 2025. Late applications will not be accepted.  

Applications will be reviewed by the City Council Workshop at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 27, 2025. 

Organization Name 

 

Point of Contact Contact Phone 

  

Contact Email 

 

Project Name Project Date 

  

Project Description (if necessary additional information may be attached) 

 

Estimated Project Attendance Estimated Overnight Stays in Mount Vernon 

  

  

Application for 

Hotel Occupancy Tax Funds 
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Franklin County Historical Association 

Lauren Lewis

512-905-4172

fchaoffice@gmail.com

Dupree Park Maintenance and Repairs

2025-2026

We are requesting $17,500 for extensive fence repairs along the park, maintenance to recently 
cleared trails and open spaces, and general upkeep and improvements to the park. The fencing 
along the park's west side will need total replacement, and repairs will need to be made along 
additional perimeters. We recently invested over $10,000 in trail and open space clearing that will
need to be maintained as well as the walking paths. The park is open to the public 365 days a 
year from dawn to dusk, and in addition to hosting local and visiting wildlife enthusiasts, it is also 
used during school field trips and for Franklin County Library programs. 

thousands of visitors throughout the year

unknown



Project Category (check all that apply) 

❑ Convention and Visitors Centers 
❑ Convention Registration 
❑ Advertising the City 
❑ Promotion of the Arts 

❑ Historical Restoration and Preservation 
❑ Sporting Events 
❑ Tourist Transportation Systems 
❑ Signage Directing the Public to Sites and 

Attractions 

Amount Requested  

 

By signing below, I certify that all of the following are true statements: 

➢ All information presented in this document is accurate. 

➢ All estimates presented in this document are reasonable and based on evidence  

➢ The applicant understands that HOT funds are limited and funding is not guaranteed 

➢ The applicant understands that in order to be fully compliant with uses allowable by the State of 

Texas, these funds must be applied to an event or project and may not be used to fund general 

operations of the organization. 

 

________________________________________ 

Applicant Signature 

 

________________________________________ 

Applicant Printed Name 

 

________________________________________ 

Applicant Organization 

 

________________________________________ 

Date of Application Submission 
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x

Lauren Lewis 

Franklin Co. Historical Assocation

May 23, 2025
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