
 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION 

Monday, September 09, 2024 – 6:00 PM 

109 North Kaufman Street, Mount Vernon, Texas 75457 

Our mission: to provide effective and fiscally responsible municipal services in a manner which 

promotes our high standard of community life. 

Vision Statement Mount Vernon is a caring community committed to excellence and quality of life, 

aspiring to be the community of choice for ourselves, our children, and future generations – beautiful, 

clean, vibrant, and safe. We will strive to preserve our heritage, our friendly hometown atmosphere, and 

celebrate the diversity of all our citizens. 

 AGENDA  

Call to order and announce a quorum is present. 

Invocation and Pledges 

Consent Agenda 

Items on the Consent Agenda are approved by a single action of the Council, with such approval applicable to all 

items appearing on the Consent Agenda.  A Council Member may request any item to be removed from the Consent 

Agenda and considered as a separate item. 

1. Special Session Minutes 8/19/2024  

July 2024 financial report 

2. In honor of Mr Jefferson Daniels 100th Birthday, the Mayor will read a Proclamation.  

Report on Items of Community Interest 

The City Council will have an opportunity to address items of community interest, including: expressions of thanks, 

congratulations, or condolence; information regarding holiday schedules; an honorary or salutary recognition of a 

public official, public employee, or other citizen; a reminder about an upcoming event organized or sponsored by 

the City of Mount Vernon; information regarding a social, ceremonial, or community event organized or sponsored 

by an entity other than the City of Mount Vernon that was attended or is scheduled to be attended by a member of 

the City Council or an official or employee of the City of Mount Vernon; and announcements involving an imminent 

threat to the public health and safety of people in the City of Mount Vernon that has arisen after posting the agenda. 

Citizen Participation (3 minutes) 

The Texas Open Meetings Act prohibits the Council from responding to any comments other than to refer the matter 

to a future agenda, to an existing policy, or to a staff person with specific information.  Claims against the City, 

Council Members, or employees, as well as individual personnel appeals are not appropriate for citizens’ forum. 

Public Hearing 
The purpose of this hearing is to hear evidence for or against 2024 proposed tax rate of $0.54189 and the 2024-

2025 proposed budget. 

Items to be Considered: 
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3. Consider and act upon approval of Ordinance Number 2024-12, adopting the annual budget for fiscal 

year 2024-2025.  

4. Consider and act upon approval of Ordinance Number 2024-13, adopting the tax rate for year 2025.  

5. In Accordance with LGC § 102.007(c), adoption of a budget that will  require raising more revenue 

from property taxes than in the previous  year from property taxes than in the previous year requires a 

separate  vote of the governing body to ratify the the property tax increase  reflected in the budget. A 

vote under this subsection is in addition to  and separate from the vote to adopt the budget or a vote to 

set the tax  rate required by Chapter 26, Tax Code or other law. 

6. Consider and act upon Ordinance Number 2024-14, Changing Utility (Water & Sewer) Rates 

Discussion Items and Mayor/Council/City Administrator Report 
Infrastructure, Streets, Parks, Grants, October meeting 10/14 holiday 

Presiding Officer to Adjourn the City Council Meeting 

Notes to the Agenda: 

Items marked with an * are consent items considered to be non-controversial and will be voted on in one motion unless a council member 

asks for separate discussion. 

The Council may vote and/or act upon each of the items listed in this Agenda except for discussion-only items. 

The Council reserves the right to retire into executive session under Sections 551.071/551.074 – of the Texas Open Meetings Act concerning 

any of the items listed on this Agenda, whenever it is considered necessary and legally justified under the Open Meetings Act. 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need assistance should contact the City Secretary at 903-537-2252 

two working days prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

CERTIFICATION 

I do hereby certify that this Public Meeting Notice was posted on the outside bulletin board, at the front entrance of 

City Hall located at 109 N Kaufman St., Mount Vernon, Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the 

general public at all times, and said Notice was posted on the following date and time: 

Posted September 6, 2024 by 4:00 p.m. and remained so posted at least 72 hours before said meeting was 

convened. 

Kathy Lovier, City Secretary 

NOTE: The City of Mount Vernon, Texas meets regularly on the second Monday night of each month at 6:00 

p.m.  The Council follows a printed Agenda for official action.  Any individual desiring official action should 

submit his/her request to the office of the City Manager not later than fifteen (15) days prior to the Council 

Meeting. 
 

        /s/ Kathy Lovier                 

Kathy Lovier, City Secretary 
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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL SESSION (RESCHEDULED) 

Monday, August 19, 2024 – 11:00 AM 

109 North Kaufman Street, Mount Vernon, Texas 75457 

 

 MINUTES  

Mayor Hyman called the  meeting to order at 11:02 a.m.and announced a quorum present. 

PRESENT 

Mayor Brad Hyman 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark Huddleston (Zoom) 

Councilwoman Mary Keys 

Councilwoman Rebecca Bailey 

Councilman Martin Carrascosa 

City Administrator Craig Lindholm 

City Secretary Kathy Lovier 

Assistant City Secretary Angie Pike 

 

ABSENT: Councilman Harold Cason 

VISITORS: Jarrod Turner, Cory Taylor, Chad Pike 

Consent Agenda 
 

1. Minutes 7/8/2024 and 7/24/2024 

June 2024 financial reports 

quarterly financial report 

Motion made by Councilwoman Bailey, Seconded by Councilwoman Keys. 

Voting Yea: Councilwoman Keys, Councilwoman Bailey, Councilman Carrascosa 

 

Citizen Participation (3 minutes) 
No one spoke. 

Public Hearing 

The purpose of this hearing is to hear evidence for or against a request made by Jarrod Turner for a zoning 

variance to allow him to place a pool house within six feet of the property line instead of ten feet at his property 

located at 212 Miller Street in Mt. Vernon, Texas. 

Mayor Hyman closed the Regular Session at 11:03 a.m. and opened the Public Hearing. 

Jarrod Turner spoke in favor of the request, making clear to Council that this is out of neccesity and the building 

is inside the privacy fence.   

No one spoke against the item.  Multiple neighbors called and advised they did not at all mind this being passed 

by Council. 
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Mayor Hyman closed the Public Hearing and re-opened the Regular Session at 11:05 a.m. 

Items to be Considered: 

3. Consider and act upon approval Ordinance 2024-11 approving variance to zoning located at 212 Miller 

Street. 

Motion made by Councilman Carrascosa, Seconded by Councilwoman Bailey. 

Voting Yea: Councilwoman Keys, Councilwoman Bailey, Councilman Carrascosa 

 

4. Consider and act upon approval of Resolution 24-15 approving contract for financing the water meter 

project. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Keys to approve this contract at seven years and pre-approving extra 

payment being made at the due time, Seconded by Councilwoman Bailey. 

Voting Yea: Councilwoman Keys, Councilwoman Bailey, Councilman Carrascosa 

 

5. Consider and act upon approval of EDC infrastructure expenditure of repairs and upgrades to Gadlin 

Street in the amount of $90,962.00 for the new industry in that area. 

Motion made by Councilman Carrascosa, Seconded by Councilwoman Keys. 

Voting Yea: Councilwoman Keys, Councilwoman Bailey 

 

6. Consider and act upon approval of agreement with TexSTAR Premier Government Investment Pool. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Bailey, Seconded by Councilwoman Keys. 

Voting Yea: Councilwoman Keys, Councilwoman Bailey, Councilman Carrascosa 

       7.    Proposed budget and tax rate 

Council were all in agreement with the proposed budget and tax rate as presented. 

Presiding Officer to Adjourn the City Council Meeting 

Motion made by Councilman Carrascosa to close the meeting at 11:23 a.m., Seconded by Councilwoman Bailey. 

Voting Yea: Councilwoman Keys, Councilwoman Bailey, Councilman Carrascosa 

 

 ________________________________ 

 
Brad Hyman – Mayor 

ATTEST:  

______________________________  

Kathy Lovier – City Secretary 
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City of Mount Vernon 
109 N. Kaufman * P.O. Box 597 * Mount Vernon, TX 75457 * 903 537 2252 * FAX 903 537 2634 

www.comvtx.com 

 

 

 

Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, Jefferson Daniel was born on September 28, 1924 to Samuel and Willie Beatrice 

WHEREAS,  Jefferson served in the United States Navy for 4 years and lived in the City of 

Texas City, serving as a Fireman and Chemical Engineer for 30 years; and 

WHEREAS, Jefferson was a member of the Christian Church for 50 years and with his wife 

Mary had four children. Jefferson has lived in Mount Vernon for the last 10 years; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City of Mount Vernon desire to express respect and 

admiration for Jefferson for a life well lived; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by the Mayor and Council of Mount Vernon, 

that the entire community hereby offers its admiration, congratulations and very best wishes to 

Jefferson on his 100th birthday. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________ 

        MAYOR BRAD HYMAN 
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ORDINANCE No. 2024-12 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE BUDGET 

FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, TEXAS, FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2024, AND ENDING 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2025. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, TEXAS; 
 
Whereas, the budget for the fiscal year 2024-2025 beginning October 1, 2024, and ending September 30, 2025 
was duly presented to the City Council of the City of Mount Vernon and a public hearing was ordered and a 
public notice of said hearing was caused to be given by the City Council and said notice was published in the 
newspaper and said public hearing was held according to said notice. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; 
 
SECTION 1.  That the appropriations for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2024 and ending September 30, 
2025, for the support of the general government of the City of Mount Vernon, Texas be fixed and determined for 
said terms in accordance with the expenditures shown in the City’s Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Budget. 
 
SECTION 2.  That the Budget is hereby approved in all respects and adopted as the City’s Budget for the fiscal 
year beginning October 1, 2024 and ending September 30, 2025. 
 
SECTION 3.  That there is hereby appropriated the amount shown in said budget necessary to provide for a 
sinking fund for the payment of the principal and interest of debt requirements of Fiscal Budget 2024-2025 of the 
City of Mount Vernon, Texas. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this 09th  day of September, 2024. 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Brad Hyman – Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Kathy Lovier – City Secretary 
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ORDINANCE 2024-13 

ORDINANCE SETTING AD VALOREM TAX RATE 
AND TAX LEVY FOR THE YEAR 2025, UPON ALL  

TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, TEXAS. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Mount Vernon, Texas; 

Section 1:  For the year 2024, an ad valorem tax rate of $0.54514 cents ($0.54189) on each one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) worth of property, at its assessed evaluation, located within the present city limits of the City of 
Mount Vernon, Texas, made taxable by law, shall be and the same is hereby levied, assessed and to be collected, 
which said taxes when collected shall be appropriated amount the funds and departments of said city government 
of the City of Mount Vernon, Texas, for the purposes set forth as follows, to-wit: 

M & O Rate:     0.42950 
I & S Rate:     0.09736 

Total       $0.54189 

THIS TAX RATE WILL DECREASE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS 
THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX RATE. THE TAX RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY BE 
DECREASING BY 0.00325 OR -0.60% PERCENT.  

Section 2:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are expressly repealed. 

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Mount Vernon, Texas, on the 09th 
day of September 2024. 

For Against Abstained 
Martin Carracosa 
Harold Cason 
Mark Huddleston 
Mary Keys 
Rebecca Bailey 

___________________ 
Brad Hyman - Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_________ ____ 
Kathy Lovier – City Secretary 
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ORDINANCE NO.  2024-14 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, TEXAS, 

AMENDING SECTIONS 12-21 (1 & 2) AND  

SECTION 12-25, WHICH CHANGES THE WATER RATES AND AMENDING SECTION 12-47 (b), 

WHICH CHANGES THE SEWER RATES. 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, TEXAS: 

 

 The water rates prescribed by Section 12-21 and 12-25 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Mount Vernon, Texas, are amended and shall hereafter read as follows: 

 

“Sec. 12-21. Monthly charges – Schedules. 

 

 The monthly service charges for supplying water by the city water system shall be as follows: 

 

(1) Schedule: 

Residential: 

         

 Minimum charge      $27.00 

    1,000 to 8,000 gallons (per 1,000)   $  3.75 

    9,000 to 20,000 gallons (per 1,000)  $  4.00 

   21,000 to 40,000 gallons (per 1,000)  $  4.25 

   41,000 gallons and over (per 1,000)  $  4.50 

  

Business/Commercial/Industrial: 

 

 Minimum charge      $33.00 

    1,000 to 8,000 gallons (per 1,000)   $  3.75 

         9,000 to 20,000 gallons (per 1,000)  $  4.00 

  21,000 to 40,000 gallons (per 1,000)  $  4.25 

  41,000 gallons and over (per 1,000)  $  4.50 
      

(2)  Water Supply Corporation / bulk water: 

 

Maximum  

Gallons 

Per Month Rate 

Cypress Springs Sprinklers per 1,000     1.5  $6.00   11.00 

   gals. 

Bulk water, per 1,000 gals, at the       1.0  $9.10   14.00 

   maintenance facility. 

    Meter Deposit       $150.00 

    Monthly Rental     $35.00 

    Minimum Bill        $20.00 

“Sec. 12-25.  Water Rates for apartments, low rent housing units and hotel/motel. 

 

 If the spaces are not separately metered, the operator of an apartment, low rent housing units or 

hotel/motel shall pay the minimum monthly rate or charge for water as listed below: 
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METER SIZE     MONTHLY RATE 

 3/4 & 5/8”                 36.19 

 1”                 41.63 

 1 ½”                  79.70 

 2”               101.45 

 3”                          177.59 

 4”                          302.67 

 

 Each minimum charge includes 1,000 gallons of water.  Each thousand gallons of water used in 

excess of the first thousand gallons will be billed at $3.75 per thousand.      

     

 

 The sewer rates prescribed by Section 12-47 (b) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Mount 

Vernon, Texas are amended and shall hereafter read as follows: 

 

“Sec. 12-47. Schedule of Wastewater Charges 

 

 (b) Wastewater rates: 

 

 Residential:          

  Minimum Charge       $28.00   

    1,000 to 8,000 gallons (per 1,000)    $  4.00 

    9,000 to 20,000 gallons (per 1,000)   $  4.05 

   21,000 to 40,000 gallons (per 1,000)   $  4.10 

   41,000 gallons and over (per 1,000)   $  4.15 

 

 Business/Commercial/Industrial: 

  Minimum Charge      $30.00  

    1,000 to 8,000 gallons (per 1,000)    $  4.00 

    9,000 to 20,000 gallons (per 1,000)   $  4.05 

   21,000 to 40,000 gallons (per 1,000)   $  4.10 

   41,000 gallons and over (per 1,000)   $  4.15 

 

 Apartments/Low Rent Housing/Hotel/Motel: 

  Minimum Charge on Meter Size 

   ¾ and 5/8 inch     $39.41 

   1 inch           47.51 

   1 ½ inch          88.03 

   2 inch        119.45 

   3 inch       217.69 

   4 inch       377.75 

  Volumetric Rate per 1,000 gallons           

    1,000 to 8,000 gallons (per 1,000)    $  4.00 

    9,000 to 20,000 gallons (per 1,000)   $  4.05 

   21,000 to 40,000 gallons (per 1,000)   $  4.10 

   41,000 gallons and over (per 1,000)   $  4.15 

 

 

The effective date:  The subject rates are to become effective in October 2024, and will be reflected in the 

customer’s bill beginning November 1, 2024. 
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PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the 9th day of September,  2024. 

 

    

                                   ___________________________  

                                   BRAD HYMAN – MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________________ 

KATHY LOVIER – CITY SECRETARY 
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