
 

 

AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL - WORKSHOP 

MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL 
September 08, 2025 

5:30 PM 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ADOPT AGENDA 

3. DISCUSSION 

A. Planning Commission Interviews 

B. Budget Discussion (Newsletter) 

4. FUTURE WORKSHOP TOPICS 

A. 2026 Budget- 3rd Draft 

B. Park Improvement Plan 

C. Code of Conduct  

D. Parking Regulations  

E. City Hall Building  

F. Green Step Cities 

G. Water Study 

5. COUNCIL REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
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Executive Summary 

City Council Workshop 
 

AGENDA ITEM:     Planning Commission Board Applications 

PREPARED BY: Jacob Kolander, City Administrator 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discussion & Decision 

 

Summary: Review and consider appointments to the Maple Plain Planning Commission 

 
We currently have two vacancies on the Planning Commission and have received two applications 
 
David Chard 
 
Background & Experience: 

 Retired from Michigan Technological University after 28 years, including 15 years as Director of 
Media Technology Solutions. 

 Extensive experience in strategic planning, policy implementation, facility design, and master 
planning. 

 Served 12 years in local government in Stanton Township, MI as Deputy Clerk, Trustee, and 
Supervisor, overseeing parks, roads, elections, and public facilities. 

Volunteer & Civic Engagement: 
 Deep involvement in township governance and community collaboration. 
 Proven ability to balance growth with resource management and public input. 

Goals for Planning Commission: 
 Preserve Maple Plain’s small-town character. 
 Promote balanced growth and infrastructure improvements. 
 Prioritize public engagement and protection of natural areas like Pioneer Creek. 

Strengths: 
 Strong leadership and planning background. 
 Direct experience in municipal governance and infrastructure. 
 Committed to thoughtful, community-centered development. 
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Nick Buller 
 
Background & Experience: 

 Holds dual B.S. degrees in Urban Studies (focus in Urban Planning) and Human Resources 
Development, plus an M.S. in Information Systems Management. 

 Early career in urban planning with the City of Alexandria, MN. 
 Worked in planning and analysis roles for Hennepin and Ramsey Counties. 
 Currently employed at the University of Minnesota’s Office of Information Technology. 

Volunteer & Civic Engagement: 
 Teaching assistant roles in leadership and data analytics programs. 
 Participated in service projects including home building in Mexico and Feed My Starving 

Children. 
Goals for Planning Commission: 

 Support infrastructure improvements that promote active living and connectivity. 
 Advocate for sustainable development that preserves Maple Plain’s natural beauty. 
 Learn from city staff and commissioners to better understand local challenges and opportunities. 

Strengths: 
 Strong academic and professional foundation in urban planning and data analysis. 
 Passionate about sustainable development and active transportation. 
 Brings a fresh perspective and enthusiasm for community engagement. 

 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Both applicants bring valuable experience and perspectives to the Planning Commission. David Chard 
offers seasoned leadership and municipal governance experience, while Nick Buller contributes a strong 
planning background and a data-driven approach to sustainable development. Council may consider 
appointing one or both candidates, Staff recommends appointing both candidates. 

 

3

Section 3, Item A.



4

Section 3, Item A.



5

Section 3, Item A.



6

Section 3, Item A.



7

Section 3, Item A.



8

Section 3, Item A.



9

Section 3, Item A.



 
Executive Summary 

City Council Workshop 
 

AGENDA ITEM:     Budget Discussion (Newsletter) 

PREPARED BY: Rebranding Committee 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Discussion & Decision 

 
Background 

 2024: City shifted to postcard utility bills; residents could opt in to receive quarterly 
newsletter by mail. 

 Current distribution: 65 by mail, 122 by email (some duplicates). 

 Concern: Newsletter may not be reaching the full community. 

 Opportunity: Improve efficiency/quality by using a design company (KB Web & Print) and 
publisher (Nystrom Publishing).  

o Both companies’ are used by the City of Independence. 
 
Policy Objectives 

 Expand newsletter reach to all residents. 

 Improve efficiency and design quality. 

 Transition utility bills back to full-page format. 
 
Proposals and Expected Cost 

1. Design – KB Web & Print 
a. Services: Layout/design with up to 3 edits; digital files for printer. 
b. Costs: 

i. One-time setup: $200–$300 
ii. $50/hour design rate 

iii. 8 pages: ~$400 (max $600) 
iv. 12 pages: ~$600 (max $800) 
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2. Printing & Mailing – Nystrom Publishing 
a. 700 copies (670 mailed to residents; 30 for City Hall). 
b. Staff inserts utility bills. 
c. Costs: 

i. Printing & prep: $1,115.38 
ii. Postage: $319.60 

iii. Total: $1,434.98 
 
Estimated Quarterly Cost: ~$2,035 
 
Next Steps 
Rebranding Committee and staff request Council direction on implementation beginning in 
2026. 
 
Financial Note 
Costs would be allocated across the General Fund, Water Fund, and Sewer Fund. 
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