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AGENDA
CITY COUNCIL - WORKSHOP
MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL
April 27, 2026
5:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER
ADOPT AGENDA
DISCUSSION

A. Parking Regulations

B. Spring Youth Activities Grant
C. Met Council Water Efficiency Grant Program
COUNCIL REPORTS

FUTURE WORKSHOP TOPICS

A. City Council Salaries

5 Year Finance CIP

Ordinance 343 Amending City Code Chapter 6, Article 2 Nuisance Violation

O 0Ow

Ordinance Amending Maple Plain City Code Regarding The Maple Plain Fire
Department

E. Sewer Calculation Fees
ADJOURNMENT
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Executive Summary
City Council Workshop

AGENDA ITEM: Parking Regulations

PREPARED BY: Connie Francis, Councilmember

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Discussion

Summary:

The Council to consider an update to parking regulations to improve safety, efficiency, and year-round
operations. The proposed approach would standardize mailbox placement by requiring mailboxes to be
located on one side of the street, while maintaining a no-parking restriction on that same side.

These parking regulation changes create a clear and consistent corridor for mail delivery and public
safety services. By consolidating mailboxes to one side, postal vehicles can operate more efficiently
without crossing traffic, and public safety operations can be completed more safely and effectively.
Maintaining no parking on the mailbox side of the street would help prevent obstructions, reduce
conflicts between parked vehicles and service providers, and improve overall traffic flow.

This discussion is intended to gather Council input on feasibility, community impact, and implementation
considerations. The policy aims to balance operational efficiency with resident convenience while
supporting safe and reliable service delivery throughout the community.
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Executive Summary
City Council Workshop

AGENDA ITEM: Spring Youth Activities Grant

PREPARED BY: Kevin Larson, Assistant City Administrator

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Discussion

Summary:

The Hennepin County Youth Activities Grants program helps improve access to
activities for youth by providing grant funding to local government units in Hennepin
County. The program is funded through a sales tax approved by the state for the
construction of Target Field. Since it began, the program has awarded millions of dollars
to support communities across the county.

The Hennepin County Youth Activities Grants offers several non-matching grant
opportunities each year, including:
e Sports: Funding for play areas such as sports facilities, playgrounds, and sports
equipment.
o Grants up to $300,000 are available for sports facilities and play areas
o Construction is expected to take place between 9/1/26-12/31/28
e Water Safety: Funding for lifeguards and free or reduced-cost swim lessons
e Arts: Funding for art and music supplies, education, and programs

Eligibility
¢ Must be a local government unit in Hennepin County.
e Majority of young people receiving help from grant funding must reside within
Hennepin County.
¢ Most young people receiving help from grant funding must be 18 years and
younger for Play Area and Equipment Grants
e Grant funded projects must take place in Hennepin County
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Timing

Submission date: 5/7/26

Anticipated grant award: September 2026

Possible play area projects
Ten applications may be submitted. Here are some ideas that Maple Plain may submit
grant applications.

Hockey rink renovation

Pickleball court

Rainbow Park playground

Bryantwood playground

Veterans Memorial Park playground pour-in-place
Tot Lot playground pour-in-place

Discussion:
Staff is looking for Council direction regarding applying and, if the Council wants to
apply, define which projects to apply for the Hennepin County Youth Activities Grants.




Hennepm County Youth Activities Grants Program

Grants Management and Administration, Sarah Breyette

Hennepin County




Program background

Spring 2026 grant cycle

Spring 2026 pre-application

. Hennepin County Supplier Portal
conference meeting agenda

Award and post-award process

Questions

Hennepin County



Program background

Hennepin County
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* The Youth Activities Grants
program started in 2009

* Provides grants to local
governments to support youth
activities in Hennepin County

» Funded by a portion of the
Twins Ballpark sales tax

12




Grant initiatives & opportunities

* Sports grants
 Play areas (facilities, playgrounds, play spaces)

» Sports equipment

« Water safety grants
* Lifeguard services

* Free or reduced-cost swim lesson grants, administered by the USA Swimming Foundation

* Arts & music grants

Hennepin County 6
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Requests for applications (RFA)

» RFA section 1.1 Project overview

« Spring 2026 funding allocation

 RFA section 1.2 The Grant

* Eligibility, partnerships, grant
opportunities, and grant expenses

* RFA section 2.4 Evaluation panel and
criteria

e Evaluation criteria

Hennepin County 8
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1.1 Project overview

» Approximately 1.3 million dollars have been allocated
* Anticipating 15-30 grant awards across all opportunities

 Actual number of awards will be based on requests received and
availability of funding
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1.2.1 Grant eligipility

* Applicant must be a Local Government Unit (LGU) located at least partially
within the geographic boundaries of Hennepin County. For the purposes of the
grant, LGUs are defined as:

* Municipalities

» Public School Districts
 Park Districts

» Watershed Districts

Community organizations cannot apply on their own and must enlist an LGU to apply
on their behalf.g Partnerships with community organizations are encouraged.

Hennepin County 10 ﬁ 10
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1.2.1 Grant eligibility (cont.)

« The majority of young people benefitting from grant funding must reside
within Hennepin County.

« The majority of young people benefitting from grant funding must be:

« Ages 18 years and younger OR participating in U4-19 sports for Play
Area and Equipment grants

« Ages 21 years and younger for Lifeguard Services grants
» Ages 24 years and younger for Arts and Music grants

Hennepin County 11 ﬁ

17
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1.2.1 Grant eligibility (cont.)

 Grant funded projects, including programming and services, must take
place in Hennepin County

 Purchases made with grant funds may not be kept by individual
participants and must reside in and be stored in Hennepin County

» Applicant may submit no more than ten applications across all grant
opportunities. Each application must be submitted as a separate, unique
bid in the Hennepin County Supplier Portal.

Hennepin County 12
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1.2.3 Play area grant

Supports opportunities for youth
ages 18 and younger to participate
in sports and play by providing
funding for the creation,
expansion, and improvement of
athletic facilities, recreational
facilities, playgrounds, and other
play spaces

Grants up to $300,000 are available.

Hennepin County

13
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1.2.3 Examples of eligible projects

Athletic and recreational facilities

Hennepin County

14

Playgrounds and other play spaces

20




1.2.3 Equipment grant

Supports opportunities for youth
ages 18 and younger to participate
in sports and other recreational
activities by providing funding to
purchase sports equipment

Grants up to $10,000 are available.

Hennepin County

15
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1.2.3 Examples of eligible projects

General sports equipment Adaptive sports equipment

Hennepin County 16 ﬁ 2




1.2.3 Liteguard
services grant

Supports lifeguard services for
youth ages 21 and younger by
funding creative, innovative, and
sustainable solutions to the youth
lifeguard shortage through
recruitment, training, hiring, and
retention efforts

Grants up to $50,000 are available.

Hennepin County

17 B
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1.2.3 Arts & music
grant

Supports opportunities for youth
ages 24 and younger to participate
In arts and music projects by
providing funding for arts and
music supplies, programming, and
education

Grants up to $25,000 are available.

Hennepin County 19
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1.2.3 Semiquincentennial recognition
for Arts & Music projects only

The HCYAG program will be participating in statewide efforts to recognize the 250th
anniversary of the founding of the United States. Themes include:

» Power of Place: Highlighting stories, histories, and relationships to land, communities, and environments in Hennepin County

» We the People: Exploration of belonging, identity, and participation in civic and community life, including whose stories are
represented in the shared history of Hennepin County

* Unfinished Revolutions: Reflection on ongoing work toward equity, inclusion, and justice, and how movements for change
continue to shape our collective future

Participation is entirely optional and has no impact on grant eligibility or evaluation.

Please note your desire to participate and explain how your project meets these themes in application question 4.5.

Hennepin County 21 ﬁ >




1.2.4 Grant expenses

» Guidance on common questions
related to costs

 Non-exhaustive list

* If selected for award, project
budget may be revised to remove
expenses deemed ineligible

Hennepin County

22
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Ineligible Costs for All Grant Opportunities

Indirect costs including, but not limited to, general operating expenses, adnunistrative costs, overhead costs,
insurance fees, fundraising expenses, and other costs associated with administration or programming
Application costs, including preparation, submission, and working with HCYAG program staff

Staffing costs including wages and benefits (eligible only for Lifeguard Services granis)

Vehicles (including utility and lawn maintenance vehicles), vehicle accessories, and vehicle maintenance
Personal transportation costs, such as gas and mleage reimbursements
Per-diem expenses, such as meals, lodging, and incidentals
Professional, consulting, and/or legal fees
Gift cards for staff or yvouth

Food, beverage, transportation costs, supplies, and/or equipment not intended for youth

Grani-Specific Ineligible Costs

Play Areas Egquipment Lifeguard Services Arts & Music
*  Sports and/or *  Tables, chairs, tents * Ttems or costs thatdo | « Fmancial stipends for
recreational s Sound systems not have a direct yvoung people

equipment and
supplies (see
Equipment grant)

s  Disposable, single-
use tfems

+  First aid equipment
and supplies

*  Water sfations and
hydration equipment

*  Samfation wipes and
cleaning equipment

s  Lawn maintenance
equipment

Cannot exceed 10% of the
total project budget:

s  Equipment storage

s  Trammng materials

¢ DMarketing materials

»  Shipping/freight

assoctation with
youth lifeguard
recruitment, training,
hiring, and retention

Cannot exceed 10% of the

total project budget:

+ Food and beverage
intended for yvouth

* Local transportation
costs for youth and
required chaperones

*  Uniforms or work
apparel for vouth
Facility/pool rental
Marketing materials
Shipping/freight

Cannot exceed 10% of the

total project budget:

* Fees for digital
software and tools

s Food and beverage
intended for youth

s Local transportation
costs for youth and
chaperones needed to
ensure safety

*  Venue rental

s DMarketing and
promotional materials

s Shippmng/freight

26
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2.4 Evaluation criteria

Degree to which the project ensures accessibility for all, including
underserved populations

Number of youths served by the project

Degree to which the project demonstrates feasibility

Demonstration of community need for the project

Degree to which the program is sustainable over time

Hennepin County 23 ﬁ ’
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2.4 Evaluation criteria (cont.)

Consideration of geographic distribution of projects

Demonstration of financial need for the project

Degree to which additional funding or donations have been secured

Partnerships between local government units and local organizations

Hennepin County 24 ﬁ 2




Addendum to the RFA

« All questions and technical assistance requests must be submitted before
the deadline on April 27, 2026 at noon

» Q&As will be consolidated, paraphrased, organized by topic, and
published as an Addendum to the RFA on the Supplier Portal

Footer

 Anticipated posting date: April 30, 2026 (subject to change)

25
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Award and post-award process

Hennepin County 31




Grant award process

RFA opens
(March 31)

Contract negotiations with
grant recipients begins

(August - September)

Hennepin County

Questions and technical
assistance available

(March 31 — April 27)

The Hennepin County
Board votes to authorize
grant awards

(August)

32

Pre-application conference
is held via MS Teams

(April 8)

Award recommendations

are communicated to the

Hennepin County Board of
Commissioners

(July)

Section 3, Item B.

RFA closes
(May 7)

Grant evaluation and
review occurs
(May - June)

31
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Post-award: Grant agreements

Grant agreement drafting, negotiation, and execution:
« HCYAG Program Manager works with LGU Grant Contact

« Grant agreements identify compliance requirements including term lengths
(1-2 years), grant budget, site visits, reporting, and signage

 For play area projects that are not on public land, a declaration of land use restrictive
covenant will also be required

« Sample grant agreement and guidelines for declaration of land use restrictive
covenants are provided on Supplier Portal for reference

Hennepin County 33
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Post-award: Partnerships

When there is a community organization involved in the project:
« HCYAG works directly with the LGU, not the partner organization

* LGU is the fiscal agent for the award responsible for:
» Coordinating reports and site visits with the partner organization
 Disbursing the funds to the partner organization

* Ensuring the funds are used for the purposes listed in the grant agreement

Hennepin County 34

Section 3, Item B.

ile




Post-award: Monitoring

* Reporting requirements

» Progress and final reports required for Play
Area, Lifeguard Services, Arts & Music grants

 Final reports required for Equipment grants

» Site visits may be conducted for all
grant opportunities

* Notification of public events such as

ribbon cuttings, grand openings,
and/or performances required

Hennepin County 35
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Post-award: Invoicing and payments

» Cost-reimbursement contracts

» Expenses for the project should not be
incurred until the grant agreement is
signed by all parties and tfully executed

* Items must also be purchased within the
grant term dates and listed in the
udget in the grant agreement

« Complete custom invoice template and
submit with proof of expenditure(s) and
payment(s) to
Youth.Grants@hennepin.us

Hennepin County 36

Hennepin County Youth Activities Grants Invoice

~ Fund

| iwoice#
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Send invoice to: Youth.Grants@hennepin.us

with proof of expenditure(s) and payment(s)

Contract # Total Grant Amount

Grant Type | Grants Manager

Vendor (Grant Recipient

Service dates Description

Expenses

Make checks payable to:

Mail to:

£ covtily that o the best of my & odige and Soliel, W

b <correct and

o for

Por Al Statwtes, soction 4TLSE swdd. L I dechve wnder

in Gonce with the Grant 39

P opri or
the ponaltics of Law that this inroice is fust and corroct and that no part of it has boon paid. By typing my nome i the following
Box, or signing, I am signing my ame wnd agrocing 6o this Jockration.

Signature of preparer

Title of preparer

Print name of preparer

Phone of preparer

Signature of reviewer

Title Of reviewer

Print name of reviewer

Phone of reviewer
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Executive Summary
City Council Workshop

AGENDA ITEM: Met Council Water Efficiency Grant Program

PREPARED BY: Kevin Larson, Assistant City Administrator

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Discussion

The Met Council Water Efficiency Grant Program helps cities reduce water use across the metro area.
The program supports both technical improvements and behavior changes that lead to more efficient
water use.

Purpose
The program focuses on reducing water use in residential, commercial, and municipal properties.

Eligibility
Residents, businesses, and cities connected to a municipal water system are eligible to participate and
who replace specified water-using devices with approved devices that use substantially less water.

Eligible Activities
Indoor water use

e Toilet replacement

e Clothes washing machine replacement

e Dishwasher replacement

e Showerhead replacement

e Faucet or faucet accessory replacement
Outdoor water use

e |rrigation system audit

e Irrigation controller replacement

e Irrigation sprinkler body replacement
Drought-tolerant turf conversion (municipal projects only)

36
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Program Funding
Cities design and manage their own rebate or grant programs. Funding is shared between the Met
Council and the City:

e 80% funded by the Met Council

e 20% funded by the City
The maximum total program budget is $75,000. For example, the Met Council may provide $60,000, and
the City would provide $15,000.

Optional Low-Income Assistance

Cities may apply for an additional $10,000 to support low-income households. Eligible residents can
receive full cost coverage to replace one indoor water fixture (such as a toilet, washer, or faucet) with a
WaterSense or ENERGY STAR model. No City match is required for this funding.

Program Budget Request Example

Requested grant amount for residential, commercial, or municipal grant activities
A (funding from Met Council) $16,000

(80% of traditional grant program subtotal):

5 Required municipality matching amount $4,000
{20% of traditional grant program subtotal):

_E

5 {OPTIONAL) Low-income cost assistance requested amount (funding from Met Council) 55,000
(100% covered by Met Council funds): '

Total ram bu
E e dget $25,000

{sum of traditional grant program subtotal and low-income cost assistance funds):

Discussion
This grant opportunity would be pursued in 2027. Staff will need time to research and develop the
program before applying. Staff is seeking Council direction on the following:
1. Isthe Council interested in funding and City staff managing this grant program?
2. If so, what level of matching funds would the Council consider appropriate?
3. Would the Council like staff to include the optional low-income assistance funding as part of the
application?

37
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METROTOLITAN |00
2026 — 2028
METROPOLITAN COUNCIL WATER EFFICIENCY GRANT PROGRAM
GUIDELINES
updated 02 /26 / 2026

1. Overview

The Metropolitan Council (Met Council) will implement a Water Efficiency Grant Program (WEGP)
effective July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2028. Grants will be awarded on a competitive basis to municipalities
that operate or are served by a municipal public water supply system.

In this program, municipalities design and operate their own rebate or grant programs, which are
funded by the Met Council with pass-through funds from the Clean Water Land & Legacy Amendment.
The Met Council will provide 80% of the program cost; the municipality must provide the remaining 20%
of the program cost.

The WEGP focuses on grant activities that reduce existing water use at residential, commercial, and
municipal properties. Met Council-approved grant activities include the replacement of specific water-
using devices with more efficient alternatives, irrigation system audits, and the conversion of turfgrass
to low-input, drought-tolerant landscapes at municipal properties. Residents and businesses
participating in a municipality’s program must be connected to municipal water.

Grants will be made available in amounts with a minimum of $5,000 and a maximum of $75,000. In the
event that there are unused or returned funds, municipalities may apply for a grant amendment to
increase their award beyond $75,000 (at the discretion of Met Council). Grantees will be required to
submit quarterly reimbursement requests and provide actual or estimated water savings achieved
through this program for Clean Water, Land & Legacy Amendment reporting purposes.

Grant program goal

The goal of the Water Efficiency Grant Program is to support technical and behavioral changes that
improve municipal water use efficiency in the seven-county metropolitan area.

Changes for 2026-2028

Several changes to the WEGP have been made from past grant cycles. These changes are outlined in
the bulleted list below.

e Maximum grant amount: $50,000 - $75,000
e Clearer guidelines for grant activity/device eligibility and property type
o Faucets and faucet accessories added
o Flushing urinals and flushometer-valve toilets added
o Commercial clothes washers and commercial dishwashers added
e Met Council strongly encourages (not a requirement) that an irrigation system audit be
conducted before the replacement of an irrigation controller or spray sprinkler bodies. An
irrigation system audit from an Irrigation Professional certified by a US EPA WaterSense

38
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program ensures the user has information for proper set-up and operation of their irrigeoor
system.
e Municipal facility grant activity option added
o Replacement of water using devices in municipal properties
o Property turfgrass conversion/replacement
e Low-income cost assistance option added (additional $10,000 available to expand maximum
grant amount to $85,000)
o Full cost coverage for eligible residents on indoor water use devices
e Updated reporting form
e Standardized estimated water savings built into reporting for most grant activities (with option for
municipalities to provide more specific water savings estimates)

Additional detail about the low-income cost assistance option, newly eligible devices/grant activities,
and new eligibility requirements is provided in the following pages.

Critical points to remember

The applying municipality must be served by a municipal public water supply system

New construction and new developments are not eligible

A portion of each eligible grant activity’s cost must be paid by the property owner

Funds are for rebates or grants only; consulting and city staff time are ineligible

Grant recipients must display the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment logo and the

Metropolitan Council logo on program-related web pages and paper communications

Applications are due April 13, 2026

e Funds must be spent down by June 30, 2028 (municipalities and Met Council will work together
to monitor spending and adjust/reallocate funds as needed)

e Grant activities on municipal properties must supplement and not supplant dedicated municipal

funding sources

2. Grant program structure
Administration and funding source

The 2026-2028 WEGP will be administered by the Met Council and will be funded with $1,400,000
appropriated by the 2025 Minnesota Legislature. Grant applications will be reviewed and scored by
Metropolitan Council Water Resources staff.

$650,000 the first year and $750,000 the second year are for
Legislative Directive: grants that implement water demand reduction measures. The
. . grants are to assist municipalities in the metropolitan area with
Minnesota 2025 Session Law | jmplementing water demand reduction measures to ensure the
reliability and protection of drinking water supplies.

Grants will be awarded to municipalities in amounts ranging from $5,000 to $75,000 for providing
rebates or grants to property owners and their renters. (An additional $10,000 will be available for Low
Income Cost Assistance, as discussed below). Municipalities will be responsible for the design and
operation of their rebate or grant program and its details. Grant payments to the municipality will be for
80% of approved program amounts. The municipality must provide the remaining 20% of the
granted/rebated amount to the property owner. Municipality rebates or grants are eligible for
reimbursement on device replacements and other approved grant activities conducted July 1, 2026

39
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through June 30, 2028 (purchases of eligible devices or grant activities must be made on or drerrs
day the grant agreement is fully executed).

Grant program components

Each municipality is expected to design their own program to whatever meets their community needs.
Three potential components are residential/commercial grant activities, municipal grant activities, and
low-income cost assistance for residential properties.

Municipalities may include any combination of property type and grant activity offering in their program
design. Program design has varied by municipality among past participants, with some focusing on a
single type of device replacement such as toilets, and others offering a range of options. In the
application form and work plan, municipalities will be asked to lay out the grant activities and property
types that would be included in the proposed program. While past grant cycles have occasionally
included participants pursuing commercial- and municipal-focused grant activities, the 2026-2028
WEGP guidelines more clearly define, and expand, the options available to municipalities that are
interested in designing commercial- or internal-facing programs.

Residential and/or commercial grant activities

Municipalities may choose to design their programs to include grant activities at residential and
commercial properties. This the most common approach among participating communities. The
participating community selects which devices or other approved grant activities (irrigation audits) to
offer to residents or businesses within the municipality. The participating community also determines
how much of an eligible grant activity’s cost is covered by the program. Property owners must pay a
portion of the eligible grant activity’s cost.

Eligible grant activities for residential and commercial properties are listed in the table in the Eligible
Grant Activities section.

Municipal grant activities

Municipalities may also choose to design their programs to include grant activities occurring on
municipal properties. Grant activities eligible for municipal properties are device replacements, irrigation
system audits, and the conversion of existing turfgrass to low-input landscaping/drought-tolerant
alternative turf. Municipalities that choose to conduct grant activities on municipal properties shall
provide measured water savings (ideally) or calculated water savings estimates. These municipalities
will also be required to display signage near the grant activity areas that includes the Metropolitan
Council and Clean Water Fund logos as well as an explanation of the work done. Participating
municipalities must cover the 20% “municipal match” as normal.

This funding is intended to promote and supplement funding for device replacement or turf grass
conversion efforts. It is not intended to supplant dedicated municipal funding sources for projects.

Eligible grant activities for municipal properties are listed in the table in the Eligible Grant Activities
section.

Low-income cost assistance grant activities

Municipalities operating a residential-facing rebate or grant program may elect to include a low-income
cost assistance option in their program. Residents or households who meet a certain income threshold
are eligible to receive full cost coverage* for the replacement of one indoor water-using device (toilet,
clothes washer, dishwasher, showerhead, or faucet/faucet accessory) with a WaterSense or Energy
Star alternative. If a municipality decides to offer the low-income cost assistance option, they can apply
for an additional $10,000 (max grant amount of $85,000).
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Municipalities that choose to include this option in their residential rebate or grant programs wrreoe
required to verify resident eligibility. No municipal match will be required. Residents are eligible for this
cost assistance element if:

e The resident is enrolled in a county assistance program
o Hennepin County Water Assistance Program
o Ramsey and Washington Counties Water Bill Assistance
o Scott, Carver, Dakota Counties Energy Assistance Program
= Scott County Financial Assistance
= Carver County Emergency Programs
= Dakota County Emergency Assistance
o Anoka County Energy Assistance
e The resident is enrolled in SNAP benefits

Eligibility for low-income cost assistance can be verified with appropriate paperwork showing
participation in one of the above programs.

*Cost of device and installation is fully covered by Met Council up to:
e $550 for toilets

$1200 for clothes washers

$1200 for dishwashers

$100 for showerheads

$100 for faucets and faucet accessories

Application funding request

The application form will include a table like the one below, where applying municipalities will lay out
their funding request. Row A is the requested grant amount, which covers grant activities at any
combination of property types and makes up 80% of the traditional grant program subtotal. Row B is
the required municipality match of 20% of the traditional grant program subtotal. Row C is the traditional
grant program subtotal. In Row D, applying municipalities may enter the low-income cost assistance
amount they expect to spend. The funds in Row D do not require a municipality match. Row E is the
sum of Rows C and D.

Requested grant amount for residential, commercial, or municipal grant activities
A (funding from Met Council) $16,000

(80% of traditional grant program subtotal):

Required municipality matching amount
B $4,000
(20% of traditional grant program subtotal):

b (OPTIONAL) Low-income cost assistance requested amount (funding from Met Council) RO
(100% covered by Met Council funds): ’

Total program budget
E $25,000
(sum of traditional grant program subtotal and low-income cost assistance funds):
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https://caphennepin.org/water-assistance/
https://caprw.org/services/energy-food-housing/water-bill-assistance2.html
https://capagency.org/housing-services/energy-assistance/
https://www.scottcountymn.gov/296/Income-Maintenance-Financial-Assistance
https://www.carvercountymn.gov/departments/health-human-services/income-support/financial-assistance/emergency-programs
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/HealthFamily/PublicAssistance/Emergency/Pages/default.aspx
https://accap.org/energy-assistance/

*in cases where municipalities have opted in to the low-income cost assistance element, the percent covered by A

Section 3, Item C.

may exceed 80%

Eligibility
Requirements for applying municipalities

This grant program is limited to municipalities in the seven-county metropolitan area that operate or are
served by a municipal public water supply system.

Grants are only for water efficiency programs offering rebates or grants to property owners and their
renters who are customers of the municipal water supply system and who replace specified water-using
devices with approved devices that use substantially less water (or conduct other grant activities such
as irrigation audits or, for municipalities, turfgrass conversion). In municipalities where only some
neighborhoods or areas are served by a municipal public water supply system, only those served by
the municipal public water supply system are eligible.

Municipalities eligible per above must apply to participate and, if approved, sign a Met Council Grant
Agreement, before any eligible rebates or grants can be submitted for reimbursement. Agreements
shall require that municipalities:
e Entirely pass through grants received (as is being done by Met Council)
e Verify purchase of devices or other grant activities to receive grants
e Retain records and cooperate with any audits
e Conduct all communications with property owners and ensure all written communications to
property owners include both the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment and the
Metropolitan Council’s logo
e Provide quantitative information for state reporting purposes
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Eligible grant activities

Section 3, Item C.

The table below walks through the approved grant activities in the WEGP. Included in the table is information related to the property type
(residential, commercial, municipal) where grant activities occur as well as information about estimated water savings. Expenses eligible for
reimbursement are the out-of-pocket cost of the device and its installation only, not to include any owner labor costs. In addition, new
construction and new developments are ineligible as this program is intended as a current infrastructure replacement program.

Eligible grant activity
(with hyperlink to product lookup tool)

Estimated water savings

Indoor
water use

Toilets

Residential toilet replacement with a WaterSense labeled residential
toilet

13,000 gallons per year (source)

Commercial / Municipal toilet replacement with a WaterSense
labeled commercial toilet

790 gallons when replacing a 1.6gpf
model and 5,500 when replacing a
3.5gpf model

Commercial / Municipal urinal replacement with a WaterSense
labeled urinal

4,600 gallons per year (source)

Clothes washing
machines

Residential clothes washing machine replacement with an Energy
Star labeled residential clothes washer

2,700 gallons per year

(based on WRF average clothes
washer use and Energy Star estimated
percent savings)

Commercial clothes washing machine replacement with an Energy
Star labeled commercial clothes washer

45% less water than standard models
(source)

Dishwashers

Residential dishwasher replacement with an Energy Star labeled
residential dishwasher

8,400 gallons per year (source)

Commercial dishwasher replacement with an Energy Star labeled
commercial clothes washer

5,600 gallons per year (source)

Showerhead replacement with a WaterSense labeled showerhead

2,700 gallons per year (source)

Faucet replacement or faucet accessory with a WaterSense labeled faucet or faucet

accessory

700 gallons per year (source)
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https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Toilets.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Toilets.html
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/residential-toilets
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Flushometer.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Flushometer.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Urinal.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Urinal.html
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/urinals
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-clothes-washers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-clothes-washers/results
https://www.waterrf.org/sites/default/files/file/2022-08/4309Errata.pdf
https://www.waterrf.org/sites/default/files/file/2022-08/4309Errata.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-clothes-washers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-clothes-washers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-clothes-washers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-clothes-washers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/products/commercial_clothes_washers
https://www.energystar.gov/products/dishwashers
https://www.energystar.gov/products/dishwashers
https://www.energystar.gov/products/dishwashers
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-clothes-washers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/productfinder/product/certified-commercial-clothes-washers/results
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/FINAL%20CFS%20Sell%20Sheet%20-%20Dishwashers%205.2.22.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/showerheads
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/showerheads
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-BathroomSinkAccessories.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-BathroomSinkAccessories.html
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/bathroom-faucets
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Outdoor
water use

Irrigation system audit by an Irrigation Professional certified by a US EPA WaterSense

program

See report from Irrigation Professional
who conducted audit

Irrigation
controllers

(Met Council
strongly
encourages an
irrigation system
audit before the
installation of a
new smart
controller)

Irrigation controller replacement with a WaterSense labeled
weather-based controller (this type of controller is most common)

7,600 gallons per year (source)

Irrigation controller replacement with a WaterSense labeled soil
moisture-based controller

15,000 gallons per year (source)

Irrigation spray sprinkler body replacement with a WaterSense labeled spray sprinkler

body

(Met Council strongly encourages an irrigation system audit before the installation of new
spray sprinkler bodies)

5,600 per year

(for an average household using
50,500 gallons outdoors, operating at
or above 60 pounds per square inch)
(source)

Turfgrass conversion/replacement to a low-input, drought-tolerant landscape at municipal

properties

(Municipal properties only)

Refer to municipality’s pre- and post-
replacement water use to calculate
water savings. If unable to measure
specific water use, municipality will
provide estimated annual water
savings with explanation of calculation.

Please note, the Met Council strongly encourages an irrigation system audit be conducted before the replacement of an irrigation controller
or spray sprinkler bodies. An initial audit ensures the user has information for proper set-up and operation of their irrigation system.
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https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/pros/
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/pros/
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-IrrigationController.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-IrrigationController.html
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/weather-based-irrigation-controllers
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-SoilMoistureBasedIrrigationController.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-SoilMoistureBasedIrrigationController.html
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/soil-moisture-based-irrigation-controllers
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Sprinkler.html
https://lookforwatersense.epa.gov/products/Product-Search-Results-Sprinkler.html
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/spray-sprinkler-bodies
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Quarterly reporting
Reporting requirements and payment process

Utilizing a reporting form provided by Met Council, the following information about each grant activity
must be reported on a quarterly basis:

Property address and property type (residential, commercial, municipal)

Low-income assistance (Y/N) (if applicable)

Grant activity (device replacement, audit, or municipal turfgrass conversion)
Brand/model info of new device

Purchase date (must be on or after effective date of grant agreement)

Cost per device/approved grant activity

Number of devices/activities

Rebate or grant per device

Estimated annual gallons of water saved per device installation/approved grant activity
Optional notes column for explaining water use calculations if different from those provided
Municipality matching funds disbursed

Number of unmet funding requests from property owners, if any

Municipalities are required to submit a signed and dated quarterly reporting form as well as a PDF(s) of
receipts corresponding to each entry in the quarterly reporting form.

Upon review and confirmation of the above information, Met Council will process a grant payment in the
amount of 80% of approved total rebates or grants for the reporting period (in cases where
municipalities have opted in to the low-income cost assistance element, the percent covered by Met
Council may exceed 80%).

Met Council will provide confirmation of grant balances available upon request and reserves the right to
amend grant agreements, in collaboration with grantee municipality, if quarterly reporting indicates
rebate or grant programs will not fully utilize grant awards within the grant period.

Determining estimated water savings

Annual water savings estimates may come from a variety of sources. Manufacturers may include water
savings estimates in their device descriptions or specifications, irrigation professionals report estimated
savings after performing an irrigation system audit, and some past participants of the WEGP have
calculated specific water savings estimates based on factors such as household size.

Unless a city has specifically calculated estimated water savings or is referring to manufacturer or audit
estimates, the recommended sources for estimated water savings are WaterSense and Energy Star.
Water savings estimates from WaterSense and Energy Star are included in the table of eligible grant
activities.

In quarterly reports, municipalities will be asked to note the source of their estimates if they different
from the estimates provided above. In the case of irrigation system audits and turfgrass conversion on
municipal properties, estimates have not been provided by Met Council as these metrics will be
calculated by an Irrigation Professional or the municipality, respectively. In any situation where it is
possible to report actual water savings, this is preferred.
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3. Application process
Application requirements

The application window for the 2026-2028 Water Efficiency Grant Program will open on Friday, March
13, 2026. Applications are due by Monday, April 13, 2026. The application form will be available on the
Met Council website.

Required information in the application form includes:

o the municipality’s rebate or grant program design and work plan
o proposed examples of communications to property owners
o requested total grant amount
o estimated annual amount of water saved by the applying municipality
e Application form is available at: https://metrocouncil.org/\Wastewater-\Water/Funding-
Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx
o Submit competed application to: henry.mccarthy@metc.state.mn.us
Metropolitan Council will notify municipalities of grant awards in approximately May 2026

Evaluating applications

Program proposals will be evaluated based on the answers provided in the application form as well as
the attached work plan. Strong applications will include clear answers to the questions in the application
form and a thoughtful work plan that outlines strategies for structuring, administering, and promoting (if
applicable) the program. For municipalities intending to conduct grant activities on municipal property,
applications should include intended plans for device/landscape installation and estimated hours/cost of
labor (whether being done by the municipality or a contractor).

In the event that funds requested exceed funds available, the following criteria will be used to determine
the amount granted to a given municipality:

e Municipal residential per capita water use
e Municipal ratio of peak month to winter month water use
o Estimated water savings from proposed program

Additionally, municipalities may be asked to provide additional information and/or be awarded less than
their requested grant amount if their application is lacking detail, a clear work plan, etc. In future grant
cycles, a past participant’s record of spending down their award may be used to inform award amounts.

46



https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Funding-Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx
https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Funding-Finance/Available-Funding-Grants.aspx
mailto:henry.mccarthy@metc.state.mn.us
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