
Notice of City Council Meeting 

AGENDA 

May 11, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with the order of the Office of the 

Governor issued March 16, 2020, the City Council will conduct its City Council Meeting scheduled for 

6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at the City of Montgomery City Hall, 101 Old Plantersville Road, 

Montgomery, Texas via Zoom Teleconferencing. 

 

This meeting will be limited in-person attendance by the public.  A temporary suspension of the Open 

Meetings Act to allow telephone or videoconference public meetings has been granted by Governor Greg 

Abbott. These actions are being taken to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 by avoiding meetings that bring 

people into a group setting and in accordance with Section 418.016 of the Texas Government Code.  

Videoconferencing capabilities will be utilized to allow individuals to address the City Council. Members 

of the public who wish to submit their written comments on a listed agenda item must submit them by email 

to shensley@ci.montgomery.tx.us by 3:00 p.m. on May 11, 2021. 

 

Members of the public are entitled to participate remotely via Zoom Teleconferencing.  Citizens may join 

the Zoom Meeting by logging on: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81961584620 and using Meeting ID: 819 

6158 4620. They may also join by calling (346) 248-7799 and entering the Meeting ID: 819 6158 4620. 

 

The Meeting Agenda Pack will be posted online at www.montgomerytexas.gov.  The meeting will be 

recorded and uploaded to the City’s website the following day. Notice - any person(s) using profane, 

abusive or threatening language may result in them being removed from the Teleconference Meeting.  

INVOCATION 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAGS 

VISITOR/CITIZENS FORUM: 
Any citizen with business not scheduled on the agenda may speak to the City Council. Prior to speaking, 

each speaker must be recognized by the Mayor. City Council may not discuss or take any action on an item 

but may place the issue on a future agenda.  The number of speakers along with the time allowed per speaker 

may be limited. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Matters related to the approval of minutes of the April 27, 2021, Regular Meeting. 

CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: 

2. Consideration and possible action to adopt the following Ordinance: AN ORDINANCE 

CANVASSING THE RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF THE CITY OF 

MONTGOMERY GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON MAY 1, 2021, FOR THE PURPOSE 

OF ELECTING THREE (3) CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS, PLACES 1, 3 AND 5, TO THE 

CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF MONTGOMERY, TEXAS.  

3. Mayor Countryman will administer the Oath of Office to the following duly elected officials 

from the May 1, 2021, City of Montgomery General Election: Carol Langley, City Council 

Place 1, T.J. Wilkerson, City Council Place 3, and Byron Sanford, City Council Place 5. 

4. Recognition of outgoing Council Member Tom Cronin. 
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5. Consideration and possible action to elect the Mayor Pro-Tem for the term of one (1) year as 

provided by Texas Local Government Code § 22.037(b).  

6. Consideration and possible action to appoint a replacement position to the Montgomery 

Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) Board of Directors. 

7. Consideration and possible action regarding City Engineer. 

8. Consideration and possible action on setting Exemptions for use on 2021 Notices of Appraised 

Value and 2021 Assessment Rolls.  

9. Consideration and possible action regarding adoption of the following Ordinance:  AN 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MONTGOMERY, TEXAS, 

AMENDING CHAPTER 86, TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES, ARTICLE VII, TOWING 

SERVICES, SECTION 86-236, DEFINITIONS, AND SECTION 86-237, TOWING SERVICE 

ROTATION LIST GUIDELINES, TO UPDATE THE CITY'S ROTATION LIST 

GUIDELINES FOR NON-CONSENT TOWS AND THE DEFINITIONS RELATED TO 

SAME; PROVIDING A SEVERANCE CLAUSE AND TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT 

CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
The City Council reserves the right to discuss any of the items listed specifically under this heading or for 

any items listed above in executive closed session as permitted by law including if they meet the 

qualifications in Sections 551.071(consultation with attorney), 551.072 (deliberation regarding real 

property),551.073 (deliberation regarding gifts), 551.074 (personnel matters), 551.076 (deliberation 

regarding security devices), and 551.087 (deliberation regarding economic development negotiations) of 

Chapter 551 of the Government Code of the State of Texas. 

10. Adjourn into Closed Executive Session as authorized by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Chapter 

551 of the Government Code, in accordance with the authority contained in the following: a) 

Section 551.071 (consultation with attorney) – Liquidated damages for Lift Station No. 1 

Contract.  

11. Reconvene into Open Session. 

POSSIBLE ACTION FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

12. Consideration and possible action(s), if necessary, on matter(s) deliberated in Closed Executive 

Session. 

COUNCIL INQUIRY: 
Pursuant to Texas Government Code Sect. 551.042 the Mayor and Council Members may inquire about a 

subject not specifically listed on this Agenda. Responses are limited to the recitation of existing policy or a 

statement of specific factual information given in response to the inquiry. Any deliberation or decision shall 

be limited to a proposal to place on the agenda of a future meeting.  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

                                                                                              /s/Susan Hensley 

                                                                                              Susan Hensley, City Secretary 
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I certify that the attached notice of meeting was posted on the bulletin board at City of Montgomery City 

Hall, 101 Old Plantersville Road, Montgomery, Texas, on May 7, 2021 at 1:50 p.m. I further certify that 

the following news media was notified of this meeting as stated above:  The Courier 

 

This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Please contact the City 

Secretary’s office at 936-597-6434 for further information or for special accommodations. 

3



4

Item 1.



5

Item 1.



6

Item 1.



7

Item 1.



8

Item 1.



9

Item 1.



10

Item 1.



11

Item 1.



12

Item 1.



13

Item 1.



14

Item 1.



15

Item 1.



16

Item 1.



17

Item 1.



18

Item 1.



19

Item 1.



20

Item 1.



21

Item 1.



22

Item 1.



23

Item 1.



24

Item 1.



25

Item 1.



26

Item 1.



27

Item 1.



28

Item 1.



29

Item 1.



30

Item 1.



Meetin Date: Ma 11, 2021 Bud eted Amount: 

Montgomery City Council 
AGENDA REPORT 

Exhibits: Ordinance Canvassing the May 1, 
2021 Ci Election Results 

Adoption of an Ordinance Canvassing the Results of the May 1, 2021 City Election. 

Candidate 
Carol Langley 
Jenny Stewa11 

Candidate 
T.J. Wilkerson 
John Champagne, Jr. 

Candidate 
Byron Sanford 
Thomas Cronin 

Discussion 

The Montgomery County Elections Administrator Suzie Harvey has provided the Certified Official 
Canvassing Reports for the City of Montgomery, which are attached as Exhibit "A" of the 
Canvassing Ordinance. There were a total of 262 votes cast with no provisional ballots. 

The official canvass of the returns of the General Election held on May 1, 2021, reflects that the following 
named persons received the number of votes set opposite their names in the respective positions to be 
filled: 

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 1 

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 3 

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 5 

Votes Received 
158 

98 

Votes Received 
154 

100 

Votes Received 
135 

114 

The Certified Official Final Results of the General Election held on May I, 2021 certify that the following 
persons were duly elected to their respective positions as follows: 

Approved By 

City Administrator 

Richard Tramm 

City Secretary and Direc or 

of Administrative Services 

Carol Langley - City Council Place 1 
T.J. Wilkerson - City Council Place 3 
Byron Sanford - City Council Place 5 

Date: May 6, 2021 

Date: May 6, 2021 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2021-____ 

AN ORDINANCE CANVASSING THE RETURNS AND DECLARING THE 

RESULTS OF THE CITY OF MONTGOMERY GENERAL ELECTION HELD 

ON MAY 1, 2021, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING THREE (3) CITY 

COUNCIL MEMBERS, PLACES 1, 3, AND 5, TO THE CITY COUNCIL FOR 

THE CITY OF MONTGOMERY, TEXAS. 

WHEREAS, a General Election was held in the City of Montgomery, Texas on May 1, 2021, 

for the purpose of electing three (3) City Council Members to the City Council, Places 1, 3, and 5; and 

WHEREAS, said election was duly and legally held in conformity with the election laws of 

the State of Texas, and the results of said election have been verified and returned by the proper judges 

and clerks; and 

WHEREAS, it appears that a total of 262 ballots were cast in such election; now, therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MONTGOMERY, TEXAS: 

 

Section 1. The facts set forth in the preamble of this Ordinance are hereby found to be true and correct. 

Section 2. The official canvass of the returns of the General Election held on May 1, 2021, reflects that 

the following named persons received the number of votes set opposite their names in the respective 

positions to be filled: 

 

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 1 

Candidate       Votes Received 

Carol Langley        158 

Jenny Stewart        98 

   

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 3 

Candidate       Votes Received 

T.J. Wilkerson        154 

John Champagne, Jr.       100 

 

CITY COUNCIL, PLACE 5 

 Candidate       Votes Received 

Byron Sanford        135 

Thomas Cronin        114 
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Section 3.   The Certified Official Final Results, as prepared by Suzie Harvey, Montgomery County 

Elections Administrator, of the General Election held on May 1, 2021 is attached as heretofore as 

Exhibit “A” showing that the following persons were duly elected to their respective positions as 

follows:  

City Council Place 1 

Carol Langley 

 

City Council Place 3 

T.J. Wilkerson 

 

City Council Place 5 
Byron Sanford 

 

 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this the 11th day of May, 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

       _____________________________  

         Sara Countryman, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Susan Hensley, City Secretary 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Alan P. Petrov, City Attorney 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY ELECTIONS 

  P. O. Box 2646  
 Conroe, Texas  77305-2646  
Suzie Harvey www.MontgomeryVotes.org (936) 539-7843 
Elections Administrator election@mctx.org Fax (936) 788-8340 
 
 
 
May 4, 2021 
 
Re: City of Montgomery General Election 
 
 
I, Suzie Harvey, Montgomery County Elections Administrator, do hereby certify that the 
attached pages are the final results of the City of Montgomery General Election held in 
Montgomery County, Texas, on May 1, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
         
        
        Suzie Harvey 
        Elections Administrator 
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City of Montgomery General Election Canvass Report  —  Total Voters  —  Official 

Montgomery County, Texas  —  Joint Election  —  May 01, 2021

Precincts Reporting 8 of 8 = 100.00%Total Number of Voters : 3,731 of 99,396 = 3.75%

Page 1 of 3 05/04/2021 04:15 PM

Number of District Voters: 262 of 1,453 = 18.03% District Precincts Reporting 1 of 1 = 100.00%

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 1

Precinct Early 

Ballots 

Cast

Election 

Ballots 

Cast

Total 

Ballots 

Cast

Registered 

Voters

T
o

t
a
l
s

Percent 

Turnout

 
 

J
e
n

n
y
 
S

t
e
w

a
r
t

 
 

C
a
r
o

l
 
L

a
n

g
l
e
y

C 156 106 1453 18.03% 158 98 256262

Totals 156 106 262 1453 158 98 256
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City of Montgomery General Election Canvass Report  —  Total Voters  —  Official 

Montgomery County, Texas  —  Joint Election  —  May 01, 2021

Precincts Reporting 8 of 8 = 100.00%Total Number of Voters : 3,731 of 99,396 = 3.75%

Page 2 of 3 05/04/2021 04:15 PM

Number of District Voters: 262 of 1,453 = 18.03% District Precincts Reporting 1 of 1 = 100.00%

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 3

Precinct Early 

Ballots 

Cast

Election 

Ballots 

Cast

Total 

Ballots 

Cast

Registered 

Voters

T
o

t
a
l
s

Percent 

Turnout

 
 

J
o

h
n

 

C
h

a
m

p
a
g

n
e
,
 
J
r
.

 
 

T
.
J
.
 
W

i
l
k
e
r
s
o

n

C 156 106 1453 18.03% 154 100 254262

Totals 156 106 262 1453 154 100 254
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City of Montgomery General Election Canvass Report  —  Total Voters  —  Official 

Montgomery County, Texas  —  Joint Election  —  May 01, 2021

Precincts Reporting 8 of 8 = 100.00%Total Number of Voters : 3,731 of 99,396 = 3.75%

Page 3 of 3 05/04/2021 04:15 PM

Number of District Voters: 262 of 1,453 = 18.03% District Precincts Reporting 1 of 1 = 100.00%

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 5

Precinct Early 

Ballots 

Cast

Election 

Ballots 

Cast

Total 

Ballots 

Cast

Registered 

Voters

T
o

t
a
l
s

Percent 

Turnout

 
 

T
o

m
 
C

r
o

n
i
n

 
 

B
y
r
o

n
 
S

a
n

f
o

r
d

C 156 106 1453 18.03% 135 114 249262

Totals 156 106 262 1453 135 114 249
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City of Montgomery General Election Cumulative Report  —  Official 

Montgomery County, Texas  —  Joint Election  —  May 01, 2021

Page 1 of 1

Total Number of Voters : 3,731 of 99,396 = 3.75%

05/04/2021 04:16 PM

Precincts Reporting 8 of 8 = 100.00%

Number of District Voters: 262 of 1,453 = 18.03% District Precincts Reporting 1 of 1 = 100.00%

Party Candidate TotalElectionEarly

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 1, Vote For 1

 105  158 5368.63% 51.46% 61.72%Carol Langley

 48  98 5031.37% 48.54% 38.28%Jenny Stewart

 153Cast Votes: 98.08%  103  25697.17% 97.71%

Over Votes:  0

Under Votes:  3

0.00%

1.92%

 0

 3  6

 00.00%

2.83%

0.00%

2.29%

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 3, Vote For 1

 95  154 5962.50% 57.84% 60.63%T.J. Wilkerson

 57  100 4337.50% 42.16% 39.37%John Champagne, Jr.

 152Cast Votes: 97.44%  102  25496.23% 96.95%

Over Votes:  0

Under Votes:  4

0.00%

2.56%

 0

 4  8

 00.00%

3.77%

0.00%

3.05%

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 5, Vote For 1

 90  135 4559.21% 46.39% 54.22%Byron Sanford

 62  114 5240.79% 53.61% 45.78%Tom Cronin

 152Cast Votes: 97.44%  97  24991.51% 95.04%

Over Votes:  0

Under Votes:  4

0.00%

2.56%

 0

 9  13

 00.00%

8.49%

0.00%

4.96%
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City of Montgomery General Election Precinct Report  —  Official 

Montgomery County, Texas  —  Joint Election  —  May 01, 2021

Page 1 of 1

Total Number of Voters : 3,731 of 99,396 = 3.75%

05/04/2021 04:16 PM

Precincts Reporting 8 of 8 = 100.00%

Number of District Voters: 262 of 1,453 = 18.03% District Precincts Reporting 1 of 1 = 100.00%

Party Candidate TotalElectionEarly

Precinct C  (Ballots Cast: 262)

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 1, Vote For 1

105 53 51.46% 158 61.72%68.63%Carol Langley

48 50 48.54% 98 38.28%31.37%Jenny Stewart

153Cast Votes: 98.08% 103 97.17% 97.71%256

Over Votes:

Under Votes:

0

3

0.00%

1.92% 2.29%

0

6

0.00%0 0.00%

2.83%3

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 3, Vote For 1

95 59 57.84% 154 60.63%62.50%T.J. Wilkerson

57 43 42.16% 100 39.37%37.50%John Champagne, Jr.

152Cast Votes: 97.44% 102 96.23% 96.95%254

Over Votes:

Under Votes:

0

4

0.00%

2.56% 3.05%

0

8

0.00%0 0.00%

3.77%4

City of Montgomery City Council, Place 5, Vote For 1

90 45 46.39% 135 54.22%59.21%Byron Sanford

62 52 53.61% 114 45.78%40.79%Tom Cronin

152Cast Votes: 97.44% 97 91.51% 95.04%249

Over Votes:

Under Votes:

0

4

0.00%

2.56% 4.96%

0

13

0.00%0 0.00%

8.49%9
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Montgomery City Council 

AGENDA REPORT 

 

Meeting Date: May 11, 2021 Budgeted Amount: N/A 

Department: Administration Prepared By: Richard Tramm 

 

Subject 

Consideration and possible action to appoint a replacement position to the Montgomery 

Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) Board of Directors. 
 

 

Recommendation 

Consider and take action to appoint a replacement to Montgomery Economic Development 

Corporation Board of Directors to replace Tom Cronin for the term ending January 2022. 
 

 

Discussion 

Councilman Tom Cronin has been serving on the MEDC Board of Directors as one of the 

positions reserved for the elected officials of the City, serving a term which runs through 

January 2022. Councilman Cronin vacates his position on the MEDC Board of Directors with 

the end of his service on the City Council when his replacement is sworn in to Place 5, 

therefore the City Council will need to appoint a replacement from those serving in the six 

elected positions of City government (Mayor and City Council).  

 

Carol Langley is currently serving in this capacity in the other position reserved for elected 

officials and should not be considered for this spot.  
 

 

Approved By 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:    

 

City Administrator 

 

Richard Tramm 

 

Date: 05/05/2021 
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Montgomery City Council 

AGENDA REPORT 

 

Meeting Date: May 11, 2021 Budgeted Amount: N/A 

Department: Administration Prepared By: Richard Tramm 

 

Subject 

Consideration and possible action regarding City Engineer. 
 

 

Recommendation 

Consider and take any necessary action to direct the City Administrator regarding City 

Engineer and related services. 
 

 

Discussion 

While this item was discussed at the last meeting, it did not receive formal action and I would 

like to bring this back for clarification so I can be certain I am providing Council with the 

actions it would like.  

 

As previously discussed, Jones|Carter has lost two key personnel that had worked on the City’s 

items in their functions as City Engineer. My recommendation to Council last meeting was to 

allow me to approach WGA Consulting Engineers to attempt to reach an agreement for them 

to take over as City Engineer and to also work with Jones|Carter to agree to transition or 

maintain providing particular services with the City of Montgomery, and to then report back to 

City Council to potentially approve official action on those items.  
 

 

Approved By 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:    

 

City Administrator 

 

Richard Tramm 

 

Date: 05/06/2021 
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Montgomery City Council 

AGENDA REPORT 

 

Meeting Date: May 11, 2021 Budgeted Amount: N/A 

Department: Administration Prepared By: Richard Tramm 

 

Subject 

Consideration and possible action on setting Exemptions for use on 2021 Notices of Appraised Value and 

2021 Assessment Rolls.  

 

 

Recommendation 

Adopt property tax exemption rates of $10,000 for Homestead Exemption, $50,000 for Over 65 

Exemption and $70,000 for Disability Exemption for use on 2021 Notices of Appraised Value and 

2021 Assessment Rolls. 

 

 

Discussion 

For both 2019 and 2020, the City has had an exemption of $50,000 for Over 65 years of age and 

$70,000 for Disability. (I did not research further back than 2019 on this item.) 

 

The City does not currently have a Homestead Exemption. I think this period of increasing home 

values would be a good time for the City to consider adding a Homestead Exemption for owner 

occupied homes in the City that qualify for such an exemption. My recommendation is the City 

Council add a $10,000 Homestead Exemption for 2021. This would result in a $40 decrease in annual 

property taxes to the City on properties qualifying for homestead exemption. As a comparison, from 

2019 to 2020 the tax amount due to the City based on the average homestead property increased by 

$22, so a $10,000 Homestead Exemption would effectively reduce the property taxes due by nearly 

twice that amount for those properties. 

 

 

 

Approved By 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:    

 

City Administrator 

 

Richard Tramm 

 

Date: 05/06/2021 
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TONY BELINOSKI, RPA 
CHIEF APPRAISER 

 

SERVICE, EXCELLENCE AND EQUITY IN AD VALOREM TAX ADMINISTRATION 
(936) 756-3354 CONROE  (936) 441-2186 METRO  www.mcad-tx.org[website]  P.O. BOX 2233  CONROE TEXAS 77305-2233 

MONTGOMERY CENTRAL 
APPRAISAL DISTRICT 

March 2, 2021 

Jurisdiction: City of Montgomery 

Tax Assessor/Collector: Montgomery Co Tax Ofc 

Request for Verification of Exemption Information 
For Use on the 2021 Notices of Appraised Value and 2021 Assessment Rolls 

 

Please indicate the current exemption amount(s) and attach a copy of the governing body’s 
Resolution or Minutes authorizing the change(s). MCAD MUST HAVE GOVERNING 
DOCUMENTS- EVEN IF EXEMPTION AMOUNTS DO NOT CHANGE.  
 
 

Exemptions: Adopted for 2021 

Homestead  
Over 65  

Disability  
 

 Changes or corrections must be received at MCAD ASAP to be included on the Preliminary Rolls.  Unless 
changes/corrections are received by this date, we will assume our records are correct. 

 Any action regarding changes in the percentage homestead exemption must be taken by the governing body before 
July 1st, Texas Property Tax Code, Section 11.13(n). 

 
 
 
    
Signature of Person Completing This Form Your Name Printed  Date 

 
 

Please return verification by ASAP to: 

Montgomery Central Appraisal District 
Attn: Jaclyn Smith 

P. O Box 2233 
Conroe TX   77305 

 Scanned & Emailed to: JaclynS@MCAD-TX.ORG 
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Montgomery City Council 

AGENDA REPORT 

 

Meeting Date: May 11, 2021 Budgeted Amount: N/A 

Department: Administration Prepared By: Richard Tramm 

 

Subject 

Consider and take action on an updated ordinance regarding wrecker service and towing in the 

City of Montgomery. 
 

 

Recommendation 

Review and consider approval of the proposed updated ordinance for wrecker and towing 

services. 
 

 

Discussion 

Upon review by the City of Montgomery Police Chief and in consultation with the City 

Attorney, the attached proposed ordinance is provided to replace the current ordinance. This 

includes updating the Voluntary Wrecker Service Rotation List Guidelines provided by the 

Police Department, as well as the applications for both Tow Truck Companies and Tow Truck 

Drivers. Under this ordinance, the City will review and approve the applications of both 

companies and individual drivers to operate as tow truck service providers in the City.  
 

 

Approved By 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:    

 

City Administrator 

 

Richard Tramm 

 

Date: 05/06/2021 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2021-_____ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MONTGOMERY, TEXAS, AMENDING CHAPTER 86, TRAFFIC AND 

VEHICLES, ARTICLE VII, TOWING SERVICES, SECTION 86-236, 

DEFINITIONS, AND SECTION 86-237, TOWING SERVICE ROTATION 

LIST GUIDELINES, TO UPDATE THE CITY'S ROTATION LIST 

GUIDELINES FOR NON-CONSENT TOWS AND THE DEFINITIONS 

RELATED TO SAME; PROVIDING A SEVERANCE CLAUSE AND 

TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the nonconsensual towing, removal and storage of a motor vehicle presents 

an inherently coercive situation for the vehicle owner or operator as to the rights of persons whose 

vehicles may be towed, and regarding the release of the vehicle from storage; and,  

WHEREAS, there is evidence that some wrecker services and/or storage companies have 

apparently taken advantage of this situation by charging an unreasonable fee for the towing and/or 

storage of a motor vehicle; and, 

WHEREAS, there is a need to assure vehicle wrecker services and storage companies 

receive fair compensation for their services on non-consent tows; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Montgomery has previously established 

regulations related to non-consent tows and now wishes to update the guidelines for non-consent 

tows as well as certain definitions related to same; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF MONTGOMERY, TEXAS, THAT: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT OF CITY CODE. 

Chapter 86, Traffic and Vehicles, Article VII, Towing Services, Section 86-236, Definitions; and 

Section 86-237, Towing service rotation list guidelines, of the Montgomery City Code, are hereby 

amended and restated to read as follows: 

Section 86-236. Definitions. 

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 

different meaning.  Words used in the present tense include the future tense. Words used 
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in the plural number include the singular, and words in the singular include the plural.  The 

word "shall" is always mandatory. The word "herein" means in the Ordinance.  The word 

"person" means any human being or legal entity and includes a corporation, a partnership, 

and an incorporated or unincorporated association. 

Abandoned Motor Vehicle shall have the same meaning as assigned that term by Texas 

Transportation Code § 683.002. 

City means the City of Montgomery, Texas. 

Consent Tow shall be any tow of a motor vehicle initiated by the owner or operator of the 

vehicle or by a person who has possession, custody, or control of the vehicle. The term 

does not include a tow of a motor vehicle initiated by a peace officer investigating a traffic 

accident or a traffic incident that involves the vehicle. 

Junked Vehicle shall have the same meaning as assigned to that term by Texas 

Transportation Code § 683.071. 

Special Circumstances Tow a rotation tow such as a police chase out of the City of 

Montgomery resulting in extensive miles for the tow, or the tow requires extensive 

recovery.  If a City of Montgomery Rotation Tow requires special circumstances in and/or 

for towing the vehicle, the driver will provide whatever services are required and the 

wrecker service owner will call the Chief of Police designee the next day and explain the 

special circumstances to request additional charges which may be approved solely at the 

discretion of the designee of the Chief of Police. 

Tow Truck shall mean a motor vehicle or mechanical device adapted or used to tow, winch, 

or otherwise move motor vehicles. In accordance with Title 16, Chapter 86 of the Texas 

Administrative Code: 

(a) Each tow truck shall: (I) have a legible manufacturer's data plate indicating 

the capacity of the boom, the winch or the carry mechanism; or (2) have a document 

in the truck from the manufacturer stating the capacity of the boom, the winch or 

the carry mechanism; 

(b) Every hydraulic line on each tow truck must be free of leaks and be in good 

working condition free of defects; 

(c) The winch must not exceed the capacity of the boom or leak oil;  

(d) The cables must be as specified by the manufacturer and be in good 

condition, within manufacturer guidelines; 

(e) Each tow truck must have a copy of the annual state inspection; and 

(f) Tow trucks placed in service after May 1, 2008, must contain the original 

manufacturer's warning labels on the truck, truck bed, winches, and all other 

accessories. 
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Non-Consent Tow shall be any tow of a motor vehicle that is not a consent tow. 

Wrecker Service shall mean an individual, association, corporation, or other legal entity 

that controls, operates, or directs the operation of one or more tow trucks over a public 

roadway in this state. 

Section 86-237. Wrecker service rotation list guidelines. 

The City Council, in conjunction with the Police Chief for the City, hereby adopts and 

establishes guidelines to be effective for Wrecker Services that have voluntarily requested 

and agreed to be placed on the City of Montgomery's Voluntary Wrecker Service Rotation 

List. The guidelines are effective for the Voluntary Wrecker Service Rotation List only, 

and are attached to this Ordinance as Exhibit "A", and incorporated herein by reference for 

all purposes. A current copy of the guidelines shall be maintained on file in the office of 

the City Secretary.  Any person who wishes to participate in the Voluntary Wrecker Service 

Rotation List shall file an application with the Montgomery Police Department requesting 

to be placed on the Voluntary Rotation List, and shall covenant and agree to all of the terms 

and conditions set out in the guidelines. 

SECTION 2.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason 

held invalid or unconstitutional, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent 

provision, and such holding shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 3.  REPEALING CLAUSE 

All other Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall be only to the extent of such 

inconsistency and in all other respects this Ordinance shall be cumulative of other Ordinances 

regulating and governing the subject matter covered by this Ordinance on all Ordinances or 

sections of the City Code not specifically amended or repealed shall remain in full force and effect. 

SECTION 4. TEXAS OPEN MEETINGS ACT 

It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this Ordinance was 

considered was open to the public as required and that public notice of the time, place and purpose 

of said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, of the Texas 

Government Code. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon it's passage and adoption. 
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PASSED AND APPROVED this ____ day of ______________, 2021. 

 

 

  

Mayor Sara Countryman 

ATTEST: 

 

 

  

Susan Hensley, City Secretary 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

  

Alan P. Petrov, City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

CITY OF MONTGOMERY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

VOLUNTARY WRECKER SERVICE ROTATION LIST GUIDELINES 

The following guidelines will be in effect for wrecker services that have voluntarily 

requested and agreed to be placed on the City of Montgomery Police Department Voluntary 

Wrecker Service Rotation List “Rotation List”. These guidelines are effective for the Rotation List 

only. By filing an application with the Montgomery Police Department and requesting to be placed 

on the Rotation List all wrecker service providers agree to the following terms and conditions 

pertaining to their participation and to be in compliance with Title 16, Chapters 85 and 86 of the 

Texas Administrative Code. Any wrecker service provider that voluntarily participates on this 

Rotation List must follow the guidelines set forth herein and those as set forth in the Texas 

Administrative Code and Chapter 2308 of the Texas Occupations Code.  

I. Definitions 

Definitions or terms not set out below are defined in Title 16 of the Texas Administrative 

Code §§ 85.10 and 86.10. As used in this document, the terms below shall have the following 

meanings: 

"Abandoned Motor Vehicle" shall have the same meaning as assigned that term by Texas 

Transportation Code §683.002. 

"Consent Tow" shall be any tow of a motor vehicle initiated by the owner or operator of 

the vehicle or by a person who has possession, custody, or control of the vehicle. The term does 

not include a tow of a motor vehicle initiated by a peace officer investigating a traffic accident or 

a traffic incident that involves the vehicle. 

"Junked Vehicle" shall have the same meaning as assigned to that term by Texas 

Transportation Code §683.071. 

"Special Circumstances Tow" a rotation tow such as a police chase out of the City of 

Montgomery resulting in extensive miles for the tow or the tow requires extensive recovery. If a 

tow requires special circumstances in and/or for towing the vehicle, the driver will provide 

whatever services are required and the wrecker service owner will call the Chief of Police designee 

the next day and explain the special circumstances to request additional charges which may be 

approved solely at the discretion of the designee of the Chief of Police. 

"Tow Truck" shall mean a motor vehicle or mechanical device adapted or used to tow, 

winch, or otherwise move motor vehicles. In accordance with Title 16, Chapter 86 of the Texas 

Administrative Code: 

(a) Each tow truck shall: (1) have a legible manufacturer's data plate indicating the 

capacity of the boom, the winch, or the carry mechanism; or (2) have a document 

in the truck from the manufacturer stating the capacity of the boom, the winch or 

the carry mechanism;  
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(b) Every hydraulic line on each tow truck must be free of leaks and be in good working 

condition free of defects; 

(c) The winch must not exceed the capacity of the boom or leak oil;  

(d) The cables must be as specified by the manufacturer and be in good condition, 

within manufacturer guidelines; 

(e) Each tow truck must have a copy of the annual state inspection; and 

(f) Tow trucks placed in service after May 1, 2008, must contain the original 

manufacturer's warning labels on the truck, truck bed, winches, and all other 

accessories. 

''Non-Consent Tow" shall be any tow of a motor vehicle that is not a consent tow. 

"Wrecker Service" shall mean an individual, association, corporation, or other legal entity 

that controls, operates, or directs the operation of one or more tow trucks over a public roadway in 

this state. 

II. Application for Participation on the Montgomery Police Department Voluntary 

Wrecker Service Rotation List: 

A person or other legal entity desiring to participate on the Rotation List within the city 

shall make written application to the Chief of Police on the form attached hereto. Such application 

shall be made upon a form provided by the Chief of Police and must be signed by the applicant or 

the wrecker service's legal representative. Said application shall be accompanied by all required 

documentation as specified herein. The application for participation is attached hereto and for all 

purposes is a part of these mandatory guidelines for voluntary participation on the Rotation List. 

A. By completing and signing the application and submitting the required 

documentation, the applicant and wrecker service agree to participate on the 

voluntary wrecker service rotation list established by these guidelines and 

acknowledge that the wrecker service will adhere to and uphold the terms and 

conditions set forth herein. 

B. These guidelines may be amended, at any time, for any reason at the sole discretion 

of the Chief of Police upon fifteen (15) days notice (sent via regular mail to the 

address listed in the application above) to all current participants on the wrecker 

service rotation list. 

C. Every year a new Rotation List will be opened for ALL participants to apply and 

submit documents and information for enrollment, unless a sooner period is deemed 

necessary by the Chief of Police, at his sole discretion. The new Rotation List will 

replace any and all existing or previous rotation lists. This enrollment period will 

be from January 2nd to February 2nd of the enrollment year. The initial enrollment 

year will be January 2012. All current participants and those requesting to 

participate on any future Rotation List will have to submit a new application, 
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documents, and information as determined by the Chief of Police. All documents 

are due by the submittal deadline for possible participation on the Rotation List for 

the year term. Applications, documents, and information not received in the 

Records Office of the Montgomery Police Department within enrollment period 

will be void. The maximum wrecker services on the Rotation List shall consist of 

five (5) wrecker services. 

D. All voluntary wrecker services requesting to be placed on the Rotation List must 

follow all federal, state, and local laws. 

III. Guidelines for Qualification for City of Montgomery Voluntary Wrecker Service 

Rotation List: 

A. The wrecker service must have its primary office and vehicle storage facility 

located within the city limits of the City of Montgomery or its extra territorial 

jurisdiction. 

B. The current Rotation List will consist of a maximum of five (5) wrecker services. 

C. A participant's position and placement on the Rotation List is not transferrable. 

D. Any wrecker service requesting to be added to the Rotation List must have an 

established Wrecker Service with its primary business office and vehicle storage 

facility located within the City Limits of the City of Montgomery or its 

extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

E. Two or more wrecker services sharing common ownership may not appear more 

than once on the Rotation List. For this purpose, two or more wrecker services are 

considered to be under common ownership if: 1) one wrecker service is a wholly 

owned subsidiary of the other; or 2) the wrecker services share a common place of 

business within the city and/or have one or more common owners. 

F. All wrecker services must own and/or operate a licensed vehicle storage facility 

(‘VSF”) to be placed on the Rotation List and may not "share" a storage lot with 

other wrecker services resulting in more than one wrecker service storing vehicles 

in a common location. Any vehicle being towed as a result of the Rotation List will 

be towed to a City approved VSF and may not be moved from that VSF unless 

being transferred only to a repair facility in accordance with Title 16, Chapters 85 

and 86 of the Texas Administrative Code with the consent of the owner of the 

vehicle as defined in §86.10 (22). 

G. Wrecker service must provide 24-hour service, 7 days a week. 

H. Wrecker service must have a phone number that will be answered 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week. 

I. Wrecker service must present proof of either Worker's Compensation or 

Occupational Insurance for its wrecker drivers. 
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IV. Towing Fees 

A. Whenever a light duty motor vehicle is towed and the wrecker service is summoned 

from the Rotation List (not including those tows that require the use of a heavy-

duty wrecker), the wrecker service may not charge a tow fee in excess of $250.00 

for an accident related incident or $200.00 for an arrest related incident. Such 

maximum charge shall be applicable regardless of whether or not the vehicle is 

towed from public or private property and shall be complete compensation for all 

services rendered in connection with the performance of the tow, cleanup, and 

removal of wreckage or debris resulting from an accident involving the towed 

vehicle. No additional fees, charges, costs, etc. may be attached to the towing of 

the vehicle. 

B. The provisions of these guidelines apply to "private property tows" as they are 

regulated in the Texas Occupations Code, which shall be limited to $217.50. 

C. Fuel surcharge will not be charged by the wrecker service unless the cost of fuel 

exceeds $4.00 per gallon (in the City of Montgomery, Texas) for a period of thirty 

(30) days at which time the Chief of Police or his designee MAY issue written 

authority to the wrecker services on the Rotation List for a fuel surcharge. 

D. Owner's request for a wrecker service will be honored at the discretion of the police 

officer on scene if that service can timely respond on scene within twenty-five (25) 

minutes of receiving the call from Montgomery Police Department Dispatch. The 

fee for this tow will be as set forth in Section IV., Paragraph A, above. 

V. Wrecker Driver Qualifications 

A. Prior to a driver operating a wrecker for tows in connection with the Rotation List, 

each driver must obtain a City of Montgomery Wrecker Drivers Permit. The 

Application for the permit will be available from the City of Montgomery Police 

Department. The requirements for obtaining a City of Montgomery Wrecker Driver 

Permit are as follows: 

1. Complete all information contained on the Application; 

2. Provide Fingerprints; 

3. Provide Photos - front & profile; 

4. Criminal Background; 

5. Copy of Texas Driver's License;  

6. In accordance with Title 16, §86.1001 of the Texas Administrative Code all 

wrecker drivers must, at all times, wear "uniforms clearly marked with the 

tow company's name as it appears on department records"; and must "wear 
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reflective vest or jacket at all times while working outside the tow truck; the 

reflective vest or jacket" must meet Class 3 safety requirements; and 

7. Driver must agree to comply, at all times, with the guidelines of the Rotation 

List and Title 16 of the Texas Administrative Code. 

B. City of Montgomery Wrecker Driver permits will be issued at the discretion of the 

Chief of Police or his designee after a review of the application and supporting 

documents, and the criminal background of the applicant. City of Montgomery 

Wrecker Driver permits may be revoked by the Chief of Police or his designee for 

any violation of the law, the Montgomery Wrecker Voluntary Rotation Guidelines, 

driver misconduct, or any other action or inaction deemed inappropriate by the 

Chief of Police or his designee. 

VI. Duties and Responsibilities: 

A. Each wrecker service included on the Rotation List will have a duty to respond 

when summoned from the list and to perform the rotation tow. A wrecker service 

so summoned that fails to respond to the scene within twenty-five (25) minutes 

from the first call placed to the wrecker service by City of Montgomery Police 

Department Dispatch or at the discretion of the requesting Montgomery Police 

Officer will be passed over and the next rotation wrecker service on the list will be 

summoned. It is a violation of these guidelines, if another wrecker service attempts 

to substitute and to perform the duties of the originally summoned wrecker service. 

In addition, if a pattern of not responding when summoned develops, or the wrecker 

service not responding to the scene within twenty-five (25) minutes from the FIRST 

CALL PLACED to the wrecker service by dispatch, the violating wrecker service 

may be stricken from the Rotation List for a term to be determined by the Chief of 

Police or his designee. 

B. If Montgomery Police Department Dispatch calls the designated phone number for 

the rotation wrecker service and there is no answer and upon leaving a message, the 

wrecker service has five (5) minutes to return the call to Dispatch. If the wrecker 

service fails to return the call to City of Montgomery Police Department Dispatch, 

the wrecker service will be passed over, and the next rotation wrecker will be called; 

If the FIRST CALL from dispatch is not answered and a message is left, from that 

FIRST CALL the wrecker service will continue to have twenty-five (25) minutes 

to respond to the scene from that FIRST UNANSWERED CALL. 

C. All vehicles towed as a result of a rotation call will be towed to the City of 

Montgomery approved VSF for that wrecker service on file with Montgomery 

Police Department, unless the owner designates a location to the wrecker service. 

Upon the vehicle owner's request of a particular tow location, the wrecker driver 

will agree to take the vehicle to that location designated by the vehicle owner, (with 

the exception of those vehicles which are part of an ongoing law enforcement 

investigation). The address where the vehicle is taken must match the address on 

the Montgomery Police Department Tow Slip. If the location where the vehicle 
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owner requests the vehicle towed is closed, the vehicle will be taken to the City 

approved VSF. This will be the responsibility of the wrecker service to ensure the 

officer is provided with any updated change in tow location. If the owner requests 

the vehicle be towed to a location other than the City approved VSF, the tow fee 

will remain $250.00 for an accident related incident or $200.00 for an arrest related 

incident and the wrecker service may charge per mile not to exceed $5.00 per mile 

for all towed miles outside the Montgomery City Limits.  

D. Before any towed vehicle is transferred/transported from one location to another, 

the wrecker service must give the owner or owner's representative notice of the fee 

to be charged for such transfer. Any removal/transfer of a vehicle from a vehicle 

storage facility must be done in compliance with Title 16, §85.710 of the Texas 

Administrative Code. 

E. A wrecker service summoned from the Rotation List to remove a junked vehicle, 

as set forth by municipal court order will submit the fee to the city of Montgomery. 

The fee will be in accordance with the fees set forth hereinabove. The junked 

vehicle will be delivered to a salvage yard or other location for destruction as 

provided by the municipal court order and state law and the wrecker driver is 

required to notify Montgomery Police Department of what location the vehicle was 

taken.  If the wrecker service chooses to take the junked vehicle to a salvage yard 

with no charge billed for the service to the City, the wrecker service waives said 

tow fee, the wrecker service will remain next on the voluntary wrecker rotation list. 

In order to do so, the wrecker service will notify the requesting Montgomery Police 

Officer of this election. 

F. All vehicle storage facilities will comply with the guidelines and laws set forth by 

the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, Title 16, Chapter 85 of the 

Texas Administrative Code, by voluntarily participating on the Rotation List, all 

participants hereby authorize a duly authorized representative of the Chief of Police 

to inspect their VSF.  Any impound fee may not exceed $20.00 and must be in 

compliance with Title 16, §85.719 of the Texas Administrative Code requiring a 

written inventory of any unsecured personal property, safekeeping of personal 

property, and obtain motor vehicle registration from the Texas Department of 

Transportation. All VSF facilities are required to have all signs posted in 

accordance with §85.706 of the Texas Administrative Code. 

G. For safety and efficiency reasons, all wrecker services participating on the Rotation 

List are required to have the following safety devices and tools on each truck: 5 lb 

fire extinguisher, size appropriate shovel, broom, size appropriate bucket, and 

appropriate amount of sand. By participating on the Rotation List all participants 

hereby authorize any member of the Montgomery Police Department to inspect the 

tow trucks used for the required safety devices and tools. 

H. Any wrecker service, by voluntarily requesting to participate on Rotation List 

hereby authorizes the Chief of Police or his designee to review all tow slips and 

receipts pertaining to the tows initiated by the use of the Rotation List. Upon notice, 
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the wrecker service will provide the tow slips and receipts for inspection to the 

Montgomery Police Department within ten (10) days. 

I. Each wrecker service will notify dispatch if they will not be responding to a scene 

or will be out of service for any extended length of time.   

VII. The Voluntary Wrecker Rotation List: 

The Chief of Police, or his designee will maintain the Rotation List consisting of eligible 

wrecker services having requested in writing and by application, inclusion on the list and 

as approved by the Chief of Police. The Rotation List will be maintained in alphabetical 

order. When a tow truck is needed, a tow truck will be summoned from the first wrecker 

service on the Rotation List. Thereafter, a tow truck from the next wrecker service on the 

alphabetical list will be summoned in like fashion, advancing through the Rotation List. 

VIII. Compliance 

If it is found that a wrecker service has violated any term of this agreement, the wrecker 

service may be penalized from participation on the Rotation List. Such penalization may 

include written warning, suspension, or removal from such Rotation List. The Montgomery 

Police Department will provide the violating wrecker service notice of such penalties, and 

the violating wrecker service will have 10 days to file a written request for a hearing before 

the City Council. After the passage of the 10-day period, if a hearing is not requested, the 

penalty will immediately go into effect. After the hearing, the City Council will make its 

decision. 
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Application for Tow Truck Service License
for year ending in ______________, ________

Date of Application _________________

TO: CITY OF MONTGOMERY
101 OLD PLANTERSVILLE RD.
MONTGOMERY, TX 77316
TEL. 936.597.6434     FAX 936.597.6437

I, ____________________________________, do hereby make application for a license to operate a tow truck
service in the City of Montgomery and to be added to the City of Montgomery Tow Truck Rotation List.

NOTICE:  All spaces provided on this application MUST be filled out to the best of the applicant's
knowledge.  If a question does not apply, please state so by writing in N/A.  The City of Montgomery 
reserves the right to deny an application for falsifying information or failing to provide information.

Business & Owner Information

Page 1 of 3

True Name ____________________________________________________________________________
Trade Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Telephone  Business __________________ Home ___________________ Mobile ___________________
E-mail Address ____________________________
Owner           □ Individual               □ Partnership               □ Corporation

If Owner is an Individual, Please Provide the Following:
Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Business Address _______________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Telephone  Business __________________ Home ___________________ Fax ___________________ 
Mobile ____________________     E-mail Address ____________________________

If Owner is a Partnership, Please Provide the Following:
Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Telephone  Business __________________ Home ___________________ Fax ___________________ 
Mobile ____________________     E-mail Address ____________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Telephone  Business __________________ Home ___________________ Fax ___________________ 
Mobile ____________________     E-mail Address ____________________________

Business Address _______________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip 
__________ Business Fax ____________________________    Business E-mail 
_____________________________
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Number of Vehicles to be Operated Under This License

Storage Lot Information
Location of Storage Lot _________________________________________________________________
Name of Owner of Lot __________________________________________________________________
24-Hour Number for Retrieval of Vehicles From Lot ___________________________________________

Page 2 of 3

If Owner is Corporation, please provide names and addresses of partners or officers and
stockholders holding more than 10% interest.
Business Address _______________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________
Business Phone _________________________               Business Fax ___________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Telephone  Business __________________ Home ___________________ Fax ___________________ 
Mobile ____________________     E-mail Address ____________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Telephone  Business __________________ Home ___________________ Fax ___________________ 
Mobile ____________________     E-mail Address ____________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Telephone  Business __________________ Home ___________________ Fax ___________________ 
Mobile ____________________     E-mail Address ____________________________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________ City ________________ State _________ Zip __________ 
Telephone  Business __________________ Home ___________________ Fax ___________________ 
Mobile ____________________     E-mail Address ____________________________

Vehicle No. 1
Year ________________      Make ______________________     Model __________________________
Serial No. ____________________________________   License No. ____________________________

Vehicle No. 2
Year ________________      Make ______________________     Model __________________________
Serial No. ____________________________________   License No. ____________________________

Vehicle No. 3
Year ________________      Make ______________________     Model __________________________
Serial No. ____________________________________   License No. ____________________________

Vehicle No. 4
Year ________________      Make ______________________     Model __________________________
Serial No. ____________________________________   License No. ____________________________

Vehicle No. 5
Year ________________      Make ______________________     Model __________________________
Serial No. ____________________________________   License No. ____________________________
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IMPORTANT - Please Read & Attach Appropriate Documents

Rev. 1-3-2017
Page 3 of 3

THIS APPLICATION MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN AUTO WRECKER LICENSE FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($100.00) FOR EACH VEHICLE AND A POLICY OR CERTIFICATE OF 
INSURANCE OF PUBLIC LIABILITY AND PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE ISSUED BY A 
CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THE STATE OF TEXAS AND 
THE STANDARD FORM APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF INSURANCE COMMISSIONERS OF THE 
STATE OF TEXAS WITH THE COVERAGE PROVISION INSURING THE PUBLIC FROM LOSS OR 
DAMAGE THAT MAY ARISE TO ANY PERSON OR PROPERTY BY REASON OF THE OPERATION OF 
A WRECKER OF SUCH COMPANY AND PROVIDING THAT THE AMOUNT OF RECOVERY OF EACH 
WRECKER SHALL BE IN LIMITS OF NOT LESS THAN THE FOLLOWING SUMS:

FOR DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF BODILY INJURY TO OR DEATH OF ONE 
PERSON IN ANY ONE ACCIDENT:                       $300,000.00

FOR INJURY TO OR DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY IN ANY ONE ACCIDENT:
$100,000.00

Please Attach the Following
□
□
□

PROOF OF OWNERSHIP OF ALL TOW TRUCKS/WRECKERS

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF EACH TOW TRUCK/WRECKER FROM STATE OF TEXAS 
STATE LICENSE TO OPERATE A VEHICLE STORAGE FACILITY

I will obey the provisions of Chapter 86, Article VII of the City of Montgomery Code of Ordinances and all 
other ordinances and statutes applicable to "Auto Wreckers" and agree that upon failure to obey such 
laws that this license may be revoked and/or suspended.  Any false or misleading information on this 
application may result in denial or suspension of said license.  All the information supplied in this 
application is true and correct.

Do you agree to participate in the tow truck rotation list?       □ Yes         □ No

Signature of Owner, Partner or Officer Date

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Application received by _____________________            Date __________________

Application approved by ____________________             Date __________________

License Issued by _________________________            Date __________________

License Expires __________________________             License No. _________________________

Refused ________________________________             Reason for Refusal ___________________

City Administrator Approval _____________________     Date __________________

City Administrator Refusal  _____________________      Reason for Refusal ___________________
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CITY OF MONTGOMERY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

VOLUNTARY WRECKER SERVICE ROTATION LIST GUIDELINES 

The following guidelines will be in effect for wrecker services that have voluntarily 

requested and agreed to be placed on the City of Montgomery Police Department Voluntary 

Wrecker Service Rotation List “Rotation List”. These guidelines are effective for the Rotation List 

only. By filing an application with the Montgomery Police Department and requesting to be placed 

on the Rotation List all wrecker service providers agree to the following terms and conditions 

pertaining to their participation and to be in compliance with Title 16, Chapters 85 and 86 of the 

Texas Administrative Code. Any wrecker service provider that voluntarily participates on this 

Rotation List must follow the guidelines set forth herein and those as set forth in the Texas 

Administrative Code and Chapter 2308 of the Texas Occupations Code.  

I. Definitions 

Definitions or terms not set out below are defined in Title 16 of the Texas Administrative 

Code §§ 85.10 and 86.10. As used in this document, the terms below shall have the following 

meanings: 

"Abandoned Motor Vehicle" shall have the same meaning as assigned that term by Texas 

Transportation Code §683.002. 

"Consent Tow" shall be any tow of a motor vehicle initiated by the owner or operator of 

the vehicle or by a person who has possession, custody, or control of the vehicle. The term does 

not include a tow of a motor vehicle initiated by a peace officer investigating a traffic accident or 

a traffic incident that involves the vehicle. 

"Junked Vehicle" shall have the same meaning as assigned to that term by Texas 

Transportation Code §683.071. 

"Special Circumstances Tow" a rotation tow such as a police chase out of the City of 

Montgomery resulting in extensive miles for the tow or the tow requires extensive recovery. If a 

tow requires special circumstances in and/or for towing the vehicle, the driver will provide 

whatever services are required and the wrecker service owner will call the Chief of Police designee 

the next day and explain the special circumstances to request additional charges which may be 

approved solely at the discretion of the designee of the Chief of Police. 

"Tow Truck" shall mean a motor vehicle or mechanical device adapted or used to tow, 

winch, or otherwise move motor vehicles. In accordance with Title 16, Chapter 86 of the Texas 

Administrative Code: 

(a) Each tow truck shall: (1) have a legible manufacturer's data plate indicating the 

capacity of the boom, the winch, or the carry mechanism; or (2) have a document 

in the truck from the manufacturer stating the capacity of the boom, the winch or 

the carry mechanism;  

(b) Every hydraulic line on each tow truck must be free of leaks and be in good working 

condition free of defects; 
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(c) The winch must not exceed the capacity of the boom or leak oil;  

(d) The cables must be as specified by the manufacturer and be in good condition, 

within manufacturer guidelines; 

(e) Each tow truck must have a copy of the annual state inspection; and 

(f) Tow trucks placed in service after May 1, 2008, must contain the original 

manufacturer's warning labels on the truck, truck bed, winches, and all other 

accessories. 

''Non-Consent Tow" shall be any tow of a motor vehicle that is not a consent tow. 

"Wrecker Service" shall mean an individual, association, corporation, or other legal entity 

that controls, operates, or directs the operation of one or more tow trucks over a public roadway in 

this state. 

II. Application for Participation on the Montgomery Police Department Voluntary 

Wrecker Service Rotation List: 

A person or other legal entity desiring to participate on the Rotation List within the city 

shall make written application to the Chief of Police on the form attached hereto. Such application 

shall be made upon a form provided by the Chief of Police and must be signed by the applicant or 

the wrecker service's legal representative. Said application shall be accompanied by all required 

documentation as specified herein. The application for participation is attached hereto and for all 

purposes is a part of these mandatory guidelines for voluntary participation on the Rotation List. 

A. By completing and signing the application and submitting the required 

documentation, the applicant and wrecker service agree to participate on the 

voluntary wrecker service rotation list established by these guidelines and 

acknowledge that the wrecker service will adhere to and uphold the terms and 

conditions set forth herein. 

B. These guidelines may be amended, at any time, for any reason at the sole discretion 

of the Chief of Police upon fifteen (15) days notice (sent via regular mail to the 

address listed in the application above) to all current participants on the wrecker 

service rotation list. 

C. Every year a new Rotation List will be opened for ALL participants to apply and 

submit documents and information for enrollment, unless a sooner period is deemed 

necessary by the Chief of Police, at his sole discretion. The new Rotation List will 

replace any and all existing or previous rotation lists. This enrollment period will 

be from January 2nd to February 2nd of the enrollment year. The initial enrollment 

year will be January 2012. All current participants and those requesting to 

participate on any future Rotation List will have to submit a new application, 

documents, and information as determined by the Chief of Police. All documents 

are due by the submittal deadline for possible participation on the Rotation List for 

the year term. Applications, documents, and information not received in the 
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Records Office of the Montgomery Police Department within enrollment period 

will be void. The maximum wrecker services on the Rotation List shall consist of 

five (5) wrecker services. 

D. All voluntary wrecker services requesting to be placed on the Rotation List must 

follow all federal, state, and local laws. 

III. Guidelines for Qualification for City of Montgomery Voluntary Wrecker Service 

Rotation List: 

A. The wrecker service must have its primary office and vehicle storage facility 

located within the city limits of the City of Montgomery or its extra territorial 

jurisdiction. 

B. The current Rotation List will consist of a maximum of five (5) wrecker services. 

C. A participant's position and placement on the Rotation List is not transferrable. 

D. Any wrecker service requesting to be added to the Rotation List must have an 

established Wrecker Service with its primary business office and vehicle storage 

facility located within the City Limits of the City of Montgomery or its 

extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

E. Two or more wrecker services sharing common ownership may not appear more 

than once on the Rotation List. For this purpose, two or more wrecker services are 

considered to be under common ownership if: 1) one wrecker service is a wholly 

owned subsidiary of the other; or 2) the wrecker services share a common place of 

business within the city and/or have one or more common owners. 

F. All wrecker services must own and/or operate a licensed vehicle storage facility 

(‘VSF”) to be placed on the Rotation List and may not "share" a storage lot with 

other wrecker services resulting in more than one wrecker service storing vehicles 

in a common location. Any vehicle being towed as a result of the Rotation List will 

be towed to a City approved VSF and may not be moved from that VSF unless 

being transferred only to a repair facility in accordance with Title 16, Chapters 85 

and 86 of the Texas Administrative Code with the consent of the owner of the 

vehicle as defined in §86.10 (22). 

G. Wrecker service must provide 24-hour service, 7 days a week. 

H. Wrecker service must have a phone number that will be answered 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week. 

I. Wrecker service must present proof of either Worker's Compensation or 

Occupational Insurance for its wrecker drivers. 

IV. Towing Fees 
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A. Whenever a light duty motor vehicle is towed and the wrecker service is summoned 

from the Rotation List (not including those tows that require the use of a heavy-

duty wrecker), the wrecker service may not charge a tow fee in excess of $250.00 

for an accident related incident or $200.00 for an arrest related incident. Such 

maximum charge shall be applicable regardless of whether or not the vehicle is 

towed from public or private property and shall be complete compensation for all 

services rendered in connection with the performance of the tow, cleanup, and 

removal of wreckage or debris resulting from an accident involving the towed 

vehicle. No additional fees, charges, costs, etc. may be attached to the towing of 

the vehicle. 

B. The provisions of these guidelines apply to "private property tows" as they are 

regulated in the Texas Occupations Code, which shall be limited to $217.50. 

C. Fuel surcharge will not be charged by the wrecker service unless the cost of fuel 

exceeds $4.00 per gallon (in the City of Montgomery, Texas) for a period of thirty 

(30) days at which time the Chief of Police or his designee MAY issue written 

authority to the wrecker services on the Rotation List for a fuel surcharge. 

D. Owner's request for a wrecker service will be honored at the discretion of the police 

officer on scene if that service can timely respond on scene within twenty-five (25) 

minutes of receiving the call from Montgomery Police Department Dispatch. The 

fee for this tow will be as set forth in Section IV., Paragraph A, above. 

V. Wrecker Driver Qualifications 

A. Prior to a driver operating a wrecker for tows in connection with the Rotation List, 

each driver must obtain a City of Montgomery Wrecker Drivers Permit. The 

Application for the permit will be available from the City of Montgomery Police 

Department. The requirements for obtaining a City of Montgomery Wrecker Driver 

Permit are as follows: 

1. Complete all information contained on the Application; 

2. Provide Fingerprints; 

3. Provide Photos - front & profile; 

4. Criminal Background; 

5. Copy of Texas Driver's License;  

6. In accordance with Title 16, §86.1001 of the Texas Administrative Code all 

wrecker drivers must, at all times, wear "uniforms clearly marked with the 

tow company's name as it appears on department records"; and must "wear 

reflective vest or jacket at all times while working outside the tow truck; the 

reflective vest or jacket" must meet Class 3 safety requirements; and 
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7. Driver must agree to comply, at all times, with the guidelines of the Rotation 

List and Title 16 of the Texas Administrative Code. 

B. City of Montgomery Wrecker Driver permits will be issued at the discretion of the 

Chief of Police or his designee after a review of the application and supporting 

documents, and the criminal background of the applicant. City of Montgomery 

Wrecker Driver permits may be revoked by the Chief of Police or his designee for 

any violation of the law, the Montgomery Wrecker Voluntary Rotation Guidelines, 

driver misconduct, or any other action or inaction deemed inappropriate by the 

Chief of Police or his designee. 

VI. Duties and Responsibilities: 

A. Each wrecker service included on the Rotation List will have a duty to respond 

when summoned from the list and to perform the rotation tow. A wrecker service 

so summoned that fails to respond to the scene within twenty-five (25) minutes 

from the first call placed to the wrecker service by City of Montgomery Police 

Department Dispatch or at the discretion of the requesting Montgomery Police 

Officer will be passed over and the next rotation wrecker service on the list will be 

summoned. It is a violation of these guidelines, if another wrecker service attempts 

to substitute and to perform the duties of the originally summoned wrecker service. 

In addition, if a pattern of not responding when summoned develops, or the wrecker 

service not responding to the scene within twenty-five (25) minutes from the FIRST 

CALL PLACED to the wrecker service by dispatch, the violating wrecker service 

may be stricken from the Rotation List for a term to be determined by the Chief of 

Police or his designee. 

B. If Montgomery Police Department Dispatch calls the designated phone number for 

the rotation wrecker service and there is no answer and upon leaving a message, the 

wrecker service has five (5) minutes to return the call to Dispatch. If the wrecker 

service fails to return the call to City of Montgomery Police Department Dispatch, 

the wrecker service will be passed over, and the next rotation wrecker will be called; 

If the FIRST CALL from dispatch is not answered and a message is left, from that 

FIRST CALL the wrecker service will continue to have twenty-five (25) minutes 

to respond to the scene from that FIRST UNANSWERED CALL. 

C. All vehicles towed as a result of a rotation call will be towed to the City of 

Montgomery approved VSF for that wrecker service on file with Montgomery 

Police Department, unless the owner designates a location to the wrecker service. 

Upon the vehicle owner's request of a particular tow location, the wrecker driver 

will agree to take the vehicle to that location designated by the vehicle owner, (with 

the exception of those vehicles which are part of an ongoing law enforcement 

investigation). The address where the vehicle is taken must match the address on 

the Montgomery Police Department Tow Slip. If the location where the vehicle 

owner requests the vehicle towed is closed, the vehicle will be taken to the City 

approved VSF. This will be the responsibility of the wrecker service to ensure the 

officer is provided with any updated change in tow location. If the owner requests 
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the vehicle be towed to a location other than the City approved VSF, the tow fee 

will remain $250.00 for an accident related incident or $200.00 for an arrest related 

incident and the wrecker service may charge per mile not to exceed $5.00 per mile 

for all towed miles outside the Montgomery City Limits.  

D. Before any towed vehicle is transferred/transported from one location to another, 

the wrecker service must give the owner or owner's representative notice of the fee 

to be charged for such transfer. Any removal/transfer of a vehicle from a vehicle 

storage facility must be done in compliance with Title 16, §85.710 of the Texas 

Administrative Code. 

E. A wrecker service summoned from the Rotation List to remove a junked vehicle, 

as set forth by municipal court order will submit the fee to the city of Montgomery. 

The fee will be in accordance with the fees set forth hereinabove. The junked 

vehicle will be delivered to a salvage yard or other location for destruction as 

provided by the municipal court order and state law and the wrecker driver is 

required to notify Montgomery Police Department of what location the vehicle was 

taken.  If the wrecker service chooses to take the junked vehicle to a salvage yard 

with no charge billed for the service to the City, the wrecker service waives said 

tow fee, the wrecker service will remain next on the voluntary wrecker rotation list. 

In order to do so, the wrecker service will notify the requesting Montgomery Police 

Officer of this election. 

F. All vehicle storage facilities will comply with the guidelines and laws set forth by 

the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, Title 16, Chapter 85 of the 

Texas Administrative Code, by voluntarily participating on the Rotation List, all 

participants hereby authorize a duly authorized representative of the Chief of Police 

to inspect their VSF.  Any impound fee may not exceed $20.00 and must be in 

compliance with Title 16, §85.719 of the Texas Administrative Code requiring a 

written inventory of any unsecured personal property, safekeeping of personal 

property, and obtain motor vehicle registration from the Texas Department of 

Transportation. All VSF facilities are required to have all signs posted in 

accordance with §85.706 of the Texas Administrative Code. 

G. For safety and efficiency reasons, all wrecker services participating on the Rotation 

List are required to have the following safety devices and tools on each truck: 5 lb 

fire extinguisher, size appropriate shovel, broom, size appropriate bucket, and 

appropriate amount of sand. By participating on the Rotation List all participants 

hereby authorize any member of the Montgomery Police Department to inspect the 

tow trucks used for the required safety devices and tools. 

H. Any wrecker service, by voluntarily requesting to participate on Rotation List 

hereby authorizes the Chief of Police or his designee to review all tow slips and 

receipts pertaining to the tows initiated by the use of the Rotation List. Upon notice, 

the wrecker service will provide the tow slips and receipts for inspection to the 

Montgomery Police Department within ten (10) days. 
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I. Each wrecker service will notify dispatch if they will not be responding to a scene 

or will be out of service for any extended length of time.   

VII. The Voluntary Wrecker Rotation List: 

The Chief of Police, or his designee will maintain the Rotation List consisting of eligible 

wrecker services having requested in writing and by application, inclusion on the list and 

as approved by the Chief of Police. The Rotation List will be maintained in alphabetical 

order. When a tow truck is needed, a tow truck will be summoned from the first wrecker 

service on the Rotation List. Thereafter, a tow truck from the next wrecker service on the 

alphabetical list will be summoned in like fashion, advancing through the Rotation List. 

VIII. Compliance 

If it is found that a wrecker service has violated any term of this agreement, the wrecker 

service may be penalized from participation on the Rotation List. Such penalization may 

include written warning, suspension, or removal from such Rotation List. The Montgomery 

Police Department will provide the violating wrecker service notice of such penalties, and 

the violating wrecker service will have 10 days to file a written request for a hearing before 

the City Council. After the passage of the 10-day period, if a hearing is not requested, the 

penalty will immediately go into effect. After the hearing, the City Council will make its 

decision. 
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