
 

AGENDA 

Executive Session (4:30PM) / Town Council Meeting (5:30PM) 

Wednesday, November 01, 2023 

Town Hall / Council Chambers - 302 Pine St Minturn, CO 

 

The agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items 24 hours in advance or the deletion of 
items at any time. The order of agenda items listed are approximate.  

This agenda and meetings can be viewed at www.minturn.org. 

MEETING ACCESS INFORMATION AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

This will be an in-person meeting with access for the public to attend in person or via the Zoom link 
included. Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83380066688 

Zoom Call-In Information: 1 651 372 8299 or 1 301 715 8592 Webinar ID: 833 8006 6688 

Please note: All virtual participants are muted. To be called upon and unmuted, you will need to use 
the “raise hand” feature in the Zoom platform. When it’s your turn to speak, the moderator will unmute 
your line and you will have five (5) minutes for public comment. 

Public Comments: If you are unable to attend, public comments regarding any items on the agenda 
can be submitted to Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk, prior to the meeting and will be included as part of the 
record. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. EXECUTIVE SESSION (4:30PM) 

A. An Executive Session for the purposes of receiving legal advice on specific legal questions 
pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b) and for the purpose of determining positions relative to 
matters that may be subject to negotiations, developing strategy for negotiations, and/or 
instructing negotiators pursuant to C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(e) Belden Place - Sawyer/Poppe 

4. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

Consent agenda items are routine Town business, items that have received clear direction 
previously from the council, final land-use file documents after the public hearing has been closed, 
or which do not require council deliberation. 

A. 10/18/2023 Town Council Minutes 
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B. Liquor License - Hotel and Restaurant License annual renewal application: Pizza Pub LLC, 
dba Magustos Pizza & Burger Pub, Eric Cregon, Owner/Manager 101 Main Street 

5. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA 

Opportunity for amendment or deletions to the agenda. 

6. DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Citizens are invited to comment on any item on the Consent Agenda, or not on the regular Agenda 
subject to a public hearing. Please limit your comments to five (5) minutes per person unless 
arrangements have been made for a presentation with the Town Clerk. Those who are speaking 
are requested to state their name and address for the record. 

8. COUNCIL COMMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

9. STAFF REPORTS 

A. Manager's Report 

10. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

Presentations are limited to 5 minutes. Invited presentations are limited to 10 minutes if prior 
arrangements are made with the Town Clerk. 

11. BUSINESS ITEMS 

Items and/or Public Hearings listed under Business Items may be old or new and may require 
review or action by the Council. 

A. Ordinance 14 - Series 2023 (Second Reading) An Ordinance amending the Minturn Municipal 
Code to exempt Fire Sprinkler Systems for Single Family structures under 6000sf from the 
Residential Building Code 

B. Ordinance 15 - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Approving the Minturn North Final 
Plan for PUD 

C. Ordinance 16 - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Approving the Final Plat for UPRR 
Subdivision (see Ord 15 - 2023 agenda item for supporting documents) 

D. Ordinance 17 - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Approving the Final Plat for the 
Minturn North PUD (see Ord 15 - 2023 agenda item for supporting documents) 

E. Ordinance 18 - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Approving the Dissolution of the 
Town of Minturn General Improvement District 

F. Ordinance 19 - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Amending the Minturn Municipal 
Code to allow for Hand Shoveling of Snow from the sidewalk to a Town-Owned Street 
between the Hours of 4:00AM and 7:00AM.  

G. FY 2024 Budget – Public Hearing 

12. DISCUSSION / DIRECTION ITEMS 
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13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

A. Future Agenda Items 

14. ADJOURN 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY ITEMS 

Upcoming Council Meetings: 

--November 15, 2023 
--Debember 6, 2023 
--December 20, 2023  
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Minturn Town Council 
October 18, 2023 

 

 

AGENDA 

Town Council Regular Meeting  

Executive Session: 4:30PM 

Regular Session: 5:30PM 

Wednesday, October 18, 2023 

Town Hall / Council Chambers - 302 Pine St Minturn, CO 

 

The agenda is subject to change, including the addition of items 24 hours in advance or the 

deletion of items at any time. The order of agenda items listed are approximate.  

This agenda and meetings can be viewed at www.minturn.org. 

MEETING ACCESS INFORMATION AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

This will be an in-person meeting with access for the public to attend in person or via the Zoom 

link included. Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87334536361 

Zoom Call-In Information: 1 651 372 8299 or 1 301 715 8592 Webinar ID: 87334536361 

Please note: all virtual participants are muted. To be called upon and unmuted, you will need to 

use the “raise hand” feature in the Zoom platform. When it is your turn to speak, the moderator 

will unmute your line and you will have five (5) minutes for public comment. 

 

Public Comments: If you are unable to attend, public comments regarding any items on the 

agenda can be submitted to Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk, prior to the meeting and will be included 

as part of the record. 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Minturn Town Council will open the Regular Meeting at 4:30pm for the purpose of 

convening into Executive Session. At (approximately) 5:30pm the Council will convene into 

Regular Session. 

 

Mayor Earle B. called the meeting to order at 4:30pm. 

 

Those present included: Mayor Earle Bidez, Mayor Pro Tem Terry Armistead, Town Council 

members, Lynn Feiger, Gusty Kanakis, Brian Rodine, Kate Schifani, and Tom Sullivan.   
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Minturn Town Council 
October 18, 2023 

 

Staff present: Attorney Michael Sawyer (zoom), and Town Manager Michelle Metteer.  

 

2) EXECUTIVE SESSION (4:30PM)  

a) For discussion of a personnel matter under CRS Section 24-6-402 (4)(f) and not 

involving: any specific employees who have requested discussion of the matter in 

open session; any member of this body or any elected official; the appointment of 

any person to fill an office of this body or of an elected official; or personnel 

policies that do not require the discussion of matters personal to particular 

employees. – Town Administrator review. 

 

Motion by Gusty K., second by Terry A., to convene in Executive Session for the purpose  of 

discussion of a personnel matter under CRS Section 24-6-402 (4)(f) and not involving: any specific 

employees who have requested discussion of the matter in open session; any member of this body 

or any elected official; the appointment of any person to fill an office of this body or of an elected 

official; or personnel policies that do not require the discussion of matters personal to particular 

employees – Town Administrator review. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

3) ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Council convened in Regular Session at 5:42pm. 

 

Those present included: Mayor Earle Bidez, Mayor Pro Tem Terry Armistead, Town Council 

members, Lynn Feiger, Gusty Kanakis, Brian Rodine, Kate Schifani, and Tom Sullivan.   

 

Staff present: Attorney Michael Sawyer (zoom), Town Manager Michelle Metteer and Jay 

Brunvand, Town Clerk/Treasurer.  

 

4) APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  

Consent agenda items are routine Town business, items that have received clear direction 

previously from the council, final land-use file documents after the public hearing has 

been closed, or which do not require council deliberation. 

 

a) Meeting Minutes – October 4, 2023 Meeting Minutes 

b) Liquor License – Retail Liquor Store License annual renewal application; Minturn 

Mile Liquor Store, 341 Main St, Gail Crowder, Owner/Manager  

 

Motion by Terry A., second by Gusty K., to approve the Consent Agenda of October 18, 2023 as 

Presented. Motion passed 7-0.  

 

5) APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA  

 Opportunity for amendment or deletion to the agenda. 

 

Motion by Gusty K., second by Kate S., to approve the Agenda of October 18, 2023 as amended. 

Motion passed 7-0.  
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Minturn Town Council 
October 18, 2023 

 

6) DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

 

7) PUBLIC COMMENT  
Citizens are invited to comment on any item on the Consent Agenda, or not on the regular 

Agenda subject to a public hearing. Please limit your comments to five (5) minutes per 

person unless arrangements have been made for a presentation with the Town Clerk. 

Those who are speaking are requested to state their name and address for the record. 

 

8) COUNCIL COMMENTS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Gusty K. reminded Halloween is approaching and to be kid-aware. 

 

Terry A. noted the Minturn Community Fund and they are looking for volunteer snow shovelers 

for the shoveling squad. She reminded all of the MCF Halloween party at the Saloon. She 

expressed the desire to have a council member attend Cemetery Board Meetings; it was agreed 

this was a good idea. 

 

Brian R. gave a Minturn Fitness Center update on the Board Meeting of 10/17/23. The Center is 

performing very well and shows a cash surplus YTD. At the meeting they preliminarily discussed 

a cash contribution for the Capital Reserve Fund. This was an update, not a request at this point.  

 

Earle B. noted the Saloon is back open and that the Crazy Chicken is open as well. Both are up, 

running, and great food. He updated on the ECO Transit Committee and updated on the changes 

we will see noting the complete expanded system and the Fair-Free program will be limited this 

winter due to limited buses and original startup.  Earle B. noted the Cemetery fence issue will be 

on the 12/6 agenda to discuss the wildlife concerns. He noted former Council Member Geoge 

Brodin was in a vehicle accident and will be in Denver for a couple months. We are all sending 

encouragement his direction.  

 

9) MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

UPRR/Colorado Midland Pacific  
Colorado Midland Pacific (CMP) has begun diligence work on the Tennessee Pass rail line. The 

start of this work has included the removal of the Lionshead Rock that fell down the mountain and 

hit the tracks. It is my understanding that CMP has up to 10 years to conduct their diligence 

process. I have reached out to Sara Thompson Cassidy, CMP Representative at 

srtcassidy@rgpc.com for an update on this work and have yet to receive a response.  

 

Trash Removal RFP 
The Town of Minturn’s contract with Vail Honeywagon expired some time ago. It is time to update 

the Town’s refuse contract through the Request for Proposal (RFP) process. Staff anticipate 

beginning this process later this winter and will come to the Council with recommendations. We 

can accommodate up to two Council members taking part in the RFP interview process if anyone 

is interested. The Refuse Removal contract will require the approval of the town council prior to 

implementation.  

Town Prosecutor RFP 
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Minturn Town Council 
October 18, 2023 

 

Minturn will begin the RFP process for a new town prosecutor in the coming months. Legal 

representation is hired by the Town Council, so final candidates will be interviewed by the Council 

prior to a public decision and offer taking place. More to come.  

 

River View Cemetery Fence Update 
Minturn general counsel Mike Sawyer and I participated on a call with Cemetery representatives 

Kendra Carberry, attorney and Sidney Harrington, administrator in hopes of finding common 

ground pertaining to the multiple wildlife impalements on the Cemetery fence.  The disagreements 

were wide ranging and extensive. The conversation did not find opportunities to move forward 

collaboratively in removing the spears on the top of the fence posts. However, the Cemetery 

representatives offered the Council the opportunity to pay for the remainder of the fence 

remediation. The Cemetery representatives said if this opportunity is of interest to the Council, 

they will take the option back to their board for consideration.  

 

Colorado Open Records Act (CORA) Policy Update 

Minturn has updated the CORA request process. The updated policy is attached for the Council’s 

review. This update is in line with the state statute. Schedule A is forthcoming along with the 

updated CORA request form.  

 

New Council Packet Process & Document Starting November 1, 2023 

Staff have been in training for the last three weeks learning the updated Council packet and website 

access process. This will go live for the November 1, 2023, Council meeting. This new process 

will bring significant efficiencies to the Council packet creation process and provide an increased 

level of transparency to the public by having the Zoom video of the meetings uploaded to YouTube 

and accessible to the public directly from the Council packet webpage on the Town’s website. We 

ask for your patience while we work through this transition.  

 

Emergency Preparedness Planning 

I continue to work on emergency preparedness for Minturn in the event of natural disaster or other 

event requiring a town-wide emergency response. I am currently updating the Minturn Evacuation 

Plan and have sent it to corresponding agencies for their review before finalization and approval 

by Council.  

 

10) SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS  
Presentations are limited to 5 minutes. Invited presentations are limited to 10 minutes if 

prior arrangements are made with the Town Clerk. 

 

11) BUSINESS ITEMS  
Items and/or Public Hearings listed under Business may be old or new and may require 

review or action by the Council. 

 

a) Ordinance 14 – Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Amending the 2021 

International building code to exempt sprinkler systems from single family 

residential units less than 6000sf.  

 
Minturn adopted the 2021 Building Codes via Ordinance 5 - Series 2023 earlier this year, however 
requirements for the sprinkling of all residential structures were not eliminated from the code 
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Minturn Town Council 
October 18, 2023 

 

during this process. Staff is bringing forward an ordinance to correct this oversight and limit the 
sprinkling of one and two-family dwellings to those whose total aggregate fire area exceeds 6,000 
square feet. 
 

Council concurred with the need. Discussion ensued as to how the 6,000sf was determined.  

 

Public Hearing Opened 

No Public Comment 

Public Hearing Closed 

 

Motion by Gusty K., second by Lynn F., to approve Ordinance 14 – Series 2023, First Reading, 

an Ordinance Amending the 2021 International building code to exempt sprinkler systems from 

single family residential units less than 6000sf as presented. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

b) Resolution 30 – Series 2023 A Resolution Approving the Update of the Minturn 

Snow Removal Plan 

 
At 7896' in elevation, snow removal operations consume the majority of our public work's 
wintertime schedule. With the addition of sidewalks along sections of Main Street to increase 
connectivity, town staff has adjusted how we will service snow plowing and removal operations 
in town. 
 
The 2019/20 Winter season was the first year of Minturn's Snow Removal Plan. During the 
original approval process in 2019, the fluid nature of this document was identified to be ongoing. 
 
- changes will continue to be made to improve the snow removal process and experience. This 

update is a continuation of that process which includes the allowance of hand shoveling snow 

from sidewalks onto town-owned roads (not to include CDOT Right-of-Way) between the hours 

of 4:00AM to 7:00AM in alignment with the snow removal street schedule. This would get the 

snow out and then removed by our PW’s plows before it is packed down. It was noted this is 

sidewalk snow ONLY, not driveway. If approved, an Ordinance will be required to change the 

MMC and allow this activity. 
 
Discussion ensued as to how this would work with the alternating streetside parking.  
Additional items that will not be included in the plan but rather are operational changes made 
in the field or informational efforts include: 
 

 No Parking Pine Street & Boulder St (Norman to Toledo) starting at 8:00AM 

as requested by a town resident; 

 Information to residents regarding the freeze/thaw cycle which includes water running 

down all town streets; 

o Shade caused by trees and tall buildings exacerbates this issue by re-freezing the 
thawed water 

 Minturn Community Fund Shovel Squad 

 

Michelle M. noted the town is contractually obligated to plow and remove the snow in the CDOT 

ROW. In the snow plow plan, Main, Pine, Toledo, Taylor, and Mann are designated  emergency 
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Minturn Town Council 
October 18, 2023 

 

and bus routes making them priority plowing. All other roads are secondary routes and hit after 

the priority routes. The town will utilize an outside snowplow company for contracted plowing 

assistance similar to prior years.  

 

Public Comments: 

 

Two written comments were submitted as follows:   

 

> Hi 

>  

> Just want to go on the record, and please read at the next meeting when they talk about water 

rates. 

>  

> “Council needs to stop raising our water rates and stop taking money from the water fund to pay 

non water related bills, payroll etc.” 

>  

> Thanks 

> Frank Lorenti 

 

Nella Trail, Erin Trail & Janice Aiello 

30 Mann Avenue 

Minturn, CO 81645 

 

Dear Town of Minturn residence and council members, 

Living on the corner of Main and Mann in Minturn my whole life, I can say that snow removal has 

always been a troublesome area. We are a small community, and often our tax dollars get diverted 

into more pressing matters than clearing the snow buildup throughout town daily, particularly 

during a high snowfall year. With that in mind, I want to address the struggles our household faces 

annually with removing snow around our property. We have few places where snow can sit all 

winter, without causing issues to our roof, blocking utility meters, etc. We do our best to remove 

the bulk of the snow away from the edges of the property that border our streets, to help the town 

crew with maintaining our block. Our main grievance is, if daily upkeep is not a reality during 

heavy snowfall years, we are often taking multiple truckloads of snow with our pickup to the snow 

dump area by the cemetery, one day a week, over the weekends. Luckily, not too far for us, 

however, it does create extra work when more reasonable and logical solutions could be available 

to us less than 20 yards from us. Unfortunately, when trying to empty our truck at the end of our 

street, where there is already a town deposit spot, we get reported and have town maintenance 

people asking us to not do that and take it to the cemetery. My question to the council is simply, 

why? For years, there has been selective enforcement of those snow dumping rules. Annually, I 

see one of our neighbors with a bobcat dump snow on a weekly basis to that same spot, however 

I suspect since he once worked for the town, people look the other way. I also see many of my 

other neighbors simply take their snow blower and point the spray direction directly out into the 

street, not early morning during the “grace hours” when town personnel are out working the plows. 

These are not the only instances where selective enforcement is at play, rather a small sampling of 

what goes on. For this reason, I do hope the town considers making the smaller snow depository 

spots accessible for residence to deposit their excess snow. If you need to move excess snow from 
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Minturn Town Council 
October 18, 2023 

 

your property, you should be able to bring it to the closest collection point to you. Help us help the 

town, make it logical for us to remove said snow, OR enforce the rules equally across the town, 

and restructure how the town prioritizes snow removal. There is nothing more frustrating than 

trying to do right by following the rules of the town, spending extra time and gas to get the snow 

to the correct spot, only to see your neighbor's bobcat-ing snow from their property on a weekly 

basis. With regards specifically to the sidewalk zamboni, if that were to travel more than once on 

a super heavy snow day, the CDOT plow debris would be more manageable for driveways that 

face Main Street. We regularly take care of our neighbor's driveway during the winter, and noticed 

how bad the plow debris is from our house, further south. My guess is, street parking disappears 

beyond our block, allowing CDOT to push their blades up against the sidewalk edge, blowing the 

towns worth of snow debris onto the sidewalk and every Main Street facing driveway. South 

Minturn could use more help with that. 

 

Ms. Lynn Teach, 253 Pine St, felt the alternate streetside parking seems to work but the pushing 

of snow from sidewalks should follow the alternate parking or it should be pushed more to the 

center of the roadway to get it away from the gutters where it would be packed down.  

 

Mr. Michael Boyd, 502 ½ Eagle St, felt adding the 4am-7am time frame would just make an 

enforcement issue.  

 

Mr. Donald Gallegos, 882 Main St, asked about the parallel parking and alt side parking. He felt 

the 4am-7am did not work for those that work all day. Michelle M. reminded all that this is a test 

and a fluid document but hoped this would work noting that during and after the larger snowstorms 

it might not work as well. Snow plow and removal will continue to be the priority.  

 

Hawkeye Flaherty, 160 Main St, asked if salt could be used in the 100blk instead of mag Chl. This 

will be looked into.  

 

Terry A. asked Arnold M. of the plan outlook. Arnold M. felt it was working well. During a 

snowstorm they work as fast as safely can to plow and remove the snow piles. She asked about 

enforcement. Michelle M. noted that this will be watched and if citizens have complaints, pictures, 

or video to please contact the town and we will follow up.  

 

Motion by Terry A., second by Gusty K., to approve Resolution 30 – Series 2023 A Resolution 

Approving the Update of the Minturn Snow Removal Plan as presented. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

It was noted the follow-up on the Mag Chl will be a separate discussion when the necessary 

information can be gathered. 

 

12) DISCUSSION / DIRECTION ITEMS 

 

a) Water Treatment Plant alternatives analysis – Water Rates (Metteer) 

 

Michelle M. introduced Nate Summers, UMB Bank. Mr. Summers outlined the original plan was 

a membrane plant and new well fields on the Eagle River. This option did not pan out due to cost 

and water quality issues. The town currently has two of our three sand filters offline and are now 
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considering the following options. It was noted the user bill costs included in the Alternatives uses 

a 30yr SRF loan at 3.25% with the $3m Congressionally Directed Spending funds:  

 

 Alternative A: $8,600,000 + $100,000 annual O&M 

o Rehabilitation of Existing Slow Sand Filters 

o results in an average residential user paying approximately $205/month (2024 

estimated rates). This equates to a 43% increase to the current FY2023 user rates. 

 Alternative B: $19,700,000 + $200,000 annual O&M 

o Packaged Conventional Water Treatment Plant 

o results in an average residential user paying approximately $259/month (2024 

estimated rates). This equates to a 81% increase to the current FY2023 user rates. 

 Alternative C: $14,800,000 + $140,000 annual O&M 

o Membrane Water Treatment Plant 

o results in an average residential user paying approximately $242/month (2024 

estimated rates). This equates to a 69% increase to the current FY2023 user rates. 

 

In addition to the three listed Alternatives, the town is studying increasing the production of the 

wells in an effort to use the wells instead of the water diversion which would limit our need for 

new for the Alternatives. Council asked for the alternatives to be reevaluated in conjunction with 

the well study. Mr. Summers noted that, as a result of the engineering and legal costs to prove out 

the alternatives, the Enterprise Fund has been operating at a loss for the past several years. In 

response to questions, he stated that the Alternatives do NOT include any allowance for projected 

growth which would result from one or more projects in town that are currently going through the 

review process. And that Generally speaking, smaller communities making larger improvements 

results in greater costs per connection due to economies of scale, and larger communities being 

able to spread cost more efficiently. Additionally, the EPA’s guidance is that water rates generally 

become burdensome or unaffordable when the average monthly bill exceeds about 4% as a 

percentage of annual Median Household Income. We have shown in the following graph how each 

of these communities’ water affordability shows against vs. EPA guidance. The US EPA sets 

affordability at 2.5% of the Median Household Income, the MHI for Minturn is approximately 

$106,000. 

 

Discussion ensued as to the MHI of $106k and the high costs associated with the local area. 

Michelle M. asked of a discount for under MHI families. Yes, this could be done. Mr. Summers 

stated currently there are no state/fed programs that could assist with this. Michelle M. noted this 

represents a lot of issues we face with grants and not being a Disadvantaged Community.  

 

Gusty K. felt this was valuable information but we need to know what our wells can produce as 

this may information may be too preliminary. He expressed we should not set rates until we have 

the well pumping capacity study and we should not choose an Alternative. Discussion ensued as 

to the need to rehabilitate filter 3, ascertain the well capacity, and then make a decision with the 

alternatives priced out.  

 

Terry A. felt we should not consider options until we have sufficient information on the 

Alternatives. Lynn F. agreed and stated a membrane would not be able to treat Eagle River water. 
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Michelle M. noted the well study was commissioned prior to moving forward with the well 

capacity study.  

 

Brian R. felt we should utilize the discussed tiered rate structure for water use. He stated we don’t 

look at high density projects that would help pay the bills. We are in a low growth period and 

questioned if a 2nd homeowner could have a higher rate than a permanent homeowner.  Michelle 

M. stated Minturn has not been interested in a tiered rate program although we have implemented 

a tiered rate for irrigation only accounts. Terry A. reminded we are in a water moratorium, the 

water use is at the emergency level already.  

 

Michelle M. clarified that the Council wants to move to a tiered rate and 2nd home rate. Council 

asked if these rates could be modeled and agreed we should use the recommended 12.5% increase 

for 2024 base rates. 

 

Public Comments: 

 

Micheal Boyd, 502 ½ Eagle St, discussed using 1sfe so if you have more than one SFE it I more 

expensive. He stated the base rate adds up even if you only use 4kgal/mo combined over multiple 

taps.  

 

Ms. Lynn Teach, 253 Pine St, asked about the $3M. Michelle M. said it is an EPA process and we 

would want to ask them for that money for a specific use, not just “water”.  

 

Mr. John Widerman, Edwards, discussed our system and challenges. Regardless of what system 

(tiered, base +, etc) the rate will increase based on project costs. 

 

Discussion ensued on water use vs. overwatering; the amount of water needed to have green 

landscaping but not overwatered.  

 

Direction given: 

 model tiered ERWSD and outdoor irrigation based on area 

 look at 2nd homeowner rates – Legal issues 

 Interested in looking at the definition of an SFE 

 

b) Budget Review 

 

Michelle M. reviewed previous items covered related to business license fees. All business licenses 

would now be $75 regardless of the operation.  

 

STR rates would remain at $300 annually plus we would charge a per bedroom fee.  

 

Contractor license would be a standard fee and be good for one year, not three years.  

 

She noted budgeted projects of  

 Nelson and Norman repairs 

 Belm Bridge – repairs at approximately $400k and an additional $35k for engineering. 
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 A reserve study for the town hall, currently the town hall does not have a reserve fund 

 UPRR leases – it was reported the lease costs are less than originally reviewed, we would 

be allowed to sublease, but would not have a 10yr lease option. The leases would continue 

at an annual renewal but month to month. UPRR might offer a longer lease for the 

Municipal Parking lot. 

 

Council did not want to pursue the additional leases. 

 

(a) Council Wage 

 

The current wage is $400/mo for the mayor and $200/mo for the Council. Additional called 

meetings are $200/meeting mayor and $100/meeting for Council. After discussion it was requested 

to pursue doubling the current rates.  

 

13) FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

14) ADJOURN 

 

Motion by Kate S., second by Brian R. to adjourn the meeting at 8:46pm 

 

 

 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY ITEMS 

Upcoming Council Meetings: 

● Nov 1, 2023 

● Nov 15, 2023 

● Dec 6, 2023 

● Dec 20, 2023 
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301 Boulder St #309   •   Minturn, CO 81645   •   www.minturn.org   •   info@minturn.org   •   970-827-5645 

 
 
To:  Minturn Town Council 
From:  Michelle Metteer 
Date:   November 1, 2023 
RE: Town Manager Update 

 
 
Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grant Award 
The town of Minturn has been awarded a SS4A grant in the amount of $80,000 for the creation of a 
Safety Action Plan (Plan). This Plan will identify the primary areas of risk to pedestrians, vehicles, and 
multimodal forms of transportation. The town will look to utilize this Plan toward supporting larger 
grant applications to address transportation safety within town.  
 
Colorado Association of Ski Towns (CAST) Update 
On Friday, October 20th I attended the CAST meeting hosted in Vail. A variety of topics were covered 
including sustainable tourism, a producer-recycling program being implemented by the State, housing 
and more. Of note was an update that included the potential for legislation to come through at the 
upcoming legislative session that would propose the taxing of short-term rental properties as 
commercial.  
  
WaterWise Water Conservation Symposium 
I attended the WaterWise Conservation Symposium at Metro State University in Denver on October 
24th. This symposium brought together a wide range of water users and suppliers to discuss 
opportunities for water conservation. Much of the discussion surrounded non-functional turf and 
programs for eliminating the ability to implement non-functional turf moving forward. Of particular 
interest was the opposition to artificial turf as a replacement option. Minturn has minimal town-owned 
non-functional turf, but through the revision of the code and the definition of an SFE the town can see 
greater water savings in the future.  
 
Downtown Development Authority Financial Analysis Review 
Minturn general counsel Mike Sawyer and I participated on a call with Cemetery representatives Kendra 
Carberry, attorney and Sidney Harrington, administrator in hopes of finding common ground pertaining 
to the multiple wildlife impalements on the Cemetery fence.  The disagreements were wide ranging and 
extensive. The conversation did not find opportunities to move forward collaboratively in removing the 
spears on the top of the fence posts. However, the Cemetery representatives offered the Council the 
opportunity to pay for the remainder of the fence remediation. The Cemetery representatives said if this 
opportunity is of interest to the Council, they will take the option back to their board for consideration.  
 
Eagle County Housing Action Plan 
Avon, Vail, Eagle County, Eagle, and Minturn all participated in the Eagle County Housing Action Plan 
kick-off meeting on Friday, October 20th. The towns of Avon, Vail and Eagle County are paying for the 
match to the grant award for creating the plan. We are currently reviewing the RFP and hope to go 
through the process of selecting a firm to facilitate the creation of the plan by the end of the year.  
 
Main Street/HWY 24 Speed Limits 
Council member Brian Rodine brought to my attention the adjustments CDOT is making in how the 
department determines speed limits on State Highways. See article: 
https://www.cpr.org/2023/09/15/cdot-lower-speed-limit-change-colorado/. I was unsuccessful with 
reaching out to Crystal Armendariz, Minturn’s CDOT Government Liaison, so I reached out to John 
Kronholm, CDOT’s Region 3 Resident Engineer in requesting the consideration of reducing speeds along 
HWY 24. More to come. John forwarded me the included brochure and has asked the Minturn wait until 
the new process is in place.   
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WHAT YOU CAN DO 

If you believe that there is a safety or speed limit 

concern posted on a roadway, (City Street, County 

Road or Highway), you may report this to an 

official in charge of that road. If the segment is a 
portion of the State Highway System,  … 

including U.S. and Interstate routes, contact the 
local agency (city/town, or county) where the speed 

limit concern is located and discuss your concerns 

with the appropriate local agency staff or elected 

officials. If the local agency agrees that there is a 

speed limit concern, the local agency will need to 
contact the CDOT Region Traffic Engineer to request 

a speed study.
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PO Box 309   •   302 Pine St   •   Minturn, CO 81645   •   www.minturn.org   •   info@minturn.org   •   970-827-5645 

 

To:   Mayor and Council 

From:   Madison Harris, Planner I 

Date:    October 12, 2023 

Agenda Item: Ordinance 14 - Series 2023 Amending Chapter 18, Building Regulations 

Regarding the Removal of Sprinkling Residential Structures under 6000sf 

 

 

REQUEST: 

Review and approve Ordinance 14 - Series 2023 on first reading amending Chapter 18 of the 

Minturn Municipal Code to amend the 2021 International Residential Code regarding the 

sprinkling of single family and duplex dwelling units.  

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Minturn adopted the 2021 Building Codes via Ordinance 5 - Series 2023 earlier this year, 

however requirements for the sprinkling of all residential structures were not eliminated from the 

code during this process. Staff is bringing forward an ordinance to correct this oversight and 

limit the sprinkling of one and two-family dwellings to those whose total aggregate fire area 

exceeds 6,000 square feet. 

 

COMMUNITY INPUT:  

Residents and builders are encouraged to provide feedback.  

 

BUDGET / STAFF IMPACT: 

TBD. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 

The comprehensive review and updating of the Town’s land use and subdivision regulations and 

processes aligns with the following key strategies: 

 

PRACTICE FAIR, TRANSPARENT AND COMMUNICATIVE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 

THE TOWN WILL SEEK TO MAKE INFORMED, DATA-BASED DECISIONS WITH A STANDARD OF “DOING 

IT RIGHT.” WITH AN HONEST APPROACH TO ALL ASPECTS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND A FOCUS ON 

THE PUBLIC PROCESS, THE TOWN COUNCIL AND STAFF ARE COMMITTED TO SERVING MINTURN 

WITH THE HONESTY AND INTEGRITY EXPECTED OF A SMALL-TOWN GOVERNMENT. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION OR PROPOSED MOTION:  

Approve Ordinance 14 - Series 2023 Amending Chapter 18, Building Regulations 

Regarding Sprinkling Residential Structures under 6000sf 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

● Ordinance 14 - Series 2023 
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TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE NO. 14 – SERIES 2023 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO AMENDING 

CHAPTER 18 OF THE MINTURN MUNICIPAL CODE TO AMEND THE 2021 

INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE CONCERNING THE SPRINKLING OF 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS UNDER 6000 SF 

WHEREAS, the Town of Minturn (“Town”) is a Colorado home rule municipality 

organized pursuant to Article XX of the Colorado Constitution and with the authority of the Town 

of Minturn Home Rule Charter for which the Minturn Town Council (“Town Council”) is 

authorized to act; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Minturn 2023-2025 Strategic Plan (hereinafter the “Strategic 

Plan”) seeks to “foster the authentic small town character that is Minturn,” and to “Lead Minturn 

to long-term viability while preserving its unique character and genuine mountain town 

community,” through specific strategic plan goals and policies;  

WHEREAS, the Strategic Plan contains four key strategies for implementation including 

“Practice fair, transparent and communicative local government,” “Long-term stewardship of the 

natural beauty and health of Minturn’s environment,” “Sustain and invest in the things that define 

Minturn as a proud, sturdy mountain town to “Keep Minturn, Minturn,” and “Advance 

decisions/projects/initiatives that expand future opportunity and viability for Minturn;” and 

WHEREAS, the Strategic Plan contains specific strategies in support of proposed 

amendments to Chapter 18, Building Regulations; and 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 05 – Series 2023 the Town Council adopted and amended 

the 2021 versions of the International Building Code, International Residential Code, International 

Fuel Gas Code, International Energy Conservation Code, International Plumbing Code, 

International Mechanical Code, International Property Maintenance Code, and International Fire 

Code, and National Electrical Code (collectively, the “International Codes”); and 

WHEREAS, section 11.11 of the Home Rule Charter and Section 31-16-202, C.R.S. 

provides the Town the authority to adopt and amend building and energy codes to suit local 

conditions; and  

WHEREAS, on October 18, 2023, the Minturn Town Council approved this ordinance 

on first reading; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined, based on evidence and testimony 

presented at the public hearing, that the adoption of this amended code, will further the health, 

safety, and welfare of the inhabitants of Minturn. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF MINTURN, COLORADO: 
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SECTION 1.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as if set forth in full. 

SECTION 2.  Chapter 18 of the Minturn Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as 

follows, with additions shown in double underlined text and deletions shown in strike through text.  

Sections of Chapter 18 which are not expressly described in this Ordinance are deemed to continue 

to be in full effect without change. 

CHAPTER 18 – Building Regulations 

* * * 

ARTICLE 3 – Residential Code 

* * * 

Sec. 18-3-20. – Amendments.  

(7) Section R313.2 One- and two-family dwelling automatic fire systems is amended to 

read:  

"R313.2 One- and two-family dwelling automatic fire sprinkler systems. 

 An automatic residential fire sprinkler system shall be installed in one- and two-family 

dwellings as required by the Minturn Municipal Code and the Eagle River Fire 

Protection District.  

Exception: An automatic residential fire sprinkler system may be required, at the 

discretion of the Eagle River Fire Protection District, where additions or 

alterations are made to existing One- and two-family dwellings that do not have 

an automatic residential fire sprinkler system installed.  

R313.2.1 Design and installation. 

 Automatic residential fire sprinkler systems for one- and two-family dwellings shall be 

designed and installed in accordance with Section P2904 or NFPA 13D and Eagle 

River Fire Protection District installation requirements."  

(7)  903.2.13 Buildings Constructed under the International Residential Code.  

An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.3 shall be 

provided throughout all detached one and two-family dwellings, complying with the 

requirements of the International Residential Code, whose total aggregate fire area 

exceeds 6,000 square feet (557 square meters). The fire area shall be listed on site plan 

submittal.  

 

INTRODUCED, READ BY TITLE, APPROVED ON THE FIRST READING AND ORDERED 

PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN 

WEBSITE THE 18th DAY OF OCTOBER 2023.  A PUBLIC HEARING ON THIS ORDINANCE 

SHALL BE HELD AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
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OF MINTURN, COLORADO ON THE 1st DAY OF NOVEMBER 2023 AT 5:30 p.m. AT THE 

MINTURN TOWN HALL 302 PINE STREET, MINTURN COLORADO 81645. 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

By:  

Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 

THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO, ORDAINS THIS ORDINANCE ENACTED ON 

SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN 

FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN WEBSITE THIS 1st DAY OF NOVEMBER 2023. 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

By: 

Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 
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TOWN OF MINTURN TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minturn Town Council Public Hearing 

 
Minturn North Planned Unit Development 

 
Final Development Plan for PUD and Final Subdivision Plats 

 
Staff Report 

 

 

Hearing Date: November 1, 2023 
File Name/Process: Minturn North PUD - Final Development Plan/Plat Review 
Owner/Applicant: Minturn Crossing, LLC 
Representative: Rick Hermes, Resort Concepts 
Legal Description: A parcel of land located in the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of  
 Section 26, Township 5 South, Range 81 West of the 6th  
 Principal Meridian. 
Existing Zoning: Game Creek Character Area – Holding Zone 
Approved Zoning: Planned Unit Development (PUD) Overlay 
Staff Members: Scot Hunn, Planning Director 
 Jeff Spanel, Town Engineer 
 Michael Sawyer, Town Attorney 
 
Recommendation(s): Approval, with Conditions 

 

 
I. Executive Summary: 
 
The following report has been prepared for the benefit of the Minturn Town Council, 
the Applicant, and the public as the Town of Minturn continues its review of the Minturn 
North Planned Unit Development (PUD). 
 

Minturn Planning Department 
Minturn Town Center 
301 Boulder Street 
Minturn, Colorado 81645 

Minturn Planning Commission 
Chair – Lynn Teach 

Jeff Armistead 
Michael Boyd 
Amanda Mire 
Sage Pierson 

Tom Priest 
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Summary of Request 
 
Following the approval of the Minturn North Preliminary Development Plan for 
Planned Unit Development (PUD), Preliminary Subdivision Plats, and corresponding 
PUD Overlay Zoning by the Town of Minturn Town Council, (Resolution No. 19, Series 
2023 and Ordinance No. 9, Series 2023, respectively) in July, 2023, and in accordance 
with Section 16-15-200 – Final Plan for PUD, of the Minturn Municipal Code (MMC), 
the Applicant, Minturn Crossing, LLC, requests review of the following Final Plan for 
PUD applications received by the Town in August 2023: 
 

● The Minturn North Final Development Plan for PUD (Ordinance No. 15, Series 
2023 - Attached for Council’s consideration on First Reading) 

● The Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) Subdivision Final Plat (Ordinance No. 16, 
Series 2023 - Attached for Council’s consideration on First Reading) 

● The Minturn North PUD Subdivision Final Plat (Ordinance No. 17, Series 2023 - 
Attached for Council’s consideration on First Reading) 

 
The Final Development Plan, inclusive of the Minturn North PUD Guide and 100% 
construction level civil engineering drawing package, along with final subdivision 
plat documents, covenants, cost estimates, and corresponding Subdivision 
Improvements Agreement (SIA), will complete the PUD review and approval process 
to create thirty-nine (39) single-family residential lots on approximately 13.4 acres 
located within the Game Creek Character Area. 
 
All final details, plans (inclusive of construction phasing plans), and construction cost 
estimates will be presented as part of a resolution to approve the SIA during Council’s 
second reading of the attached ordinances. 
 
 
 
Summary of Minturn North PUD Proposal and Preliminary Plan Approval 
 
The Minturn North PUD has been planned and designed as a strictly residential 
neighborhood with lots, streets, sidewalks, trails, pathways, and various open spaces 
designed to closely complement and respect the scale and development pattern of 
the existing Taylor Avenue neighborhood as well as other established 
neighborhoods in Minturn.  

The approved Preliminary Development Plan also provides amenities and off-site 
improvements to serve the project and the Town. The following narrative from the 
application’s PUD Guide document sets forth the vision and intent for development 
of the PUD: 
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“The Minturn North PUD transforms an ‘infill’ dormant property into a thoughtful, 
diverse and inclusive 39 single-family residential neighborhood. This PUD Guide 
seeks to acknowledge the rich heritage of the Town of Minturn by providing an 
appropriately scaled built environment interconnected by open space, play 
space, and connective circulation patterns. Minturn North resident lifestyle and 
service needs are provided within walking distance to the Town of Minturn core.” 
 

- PUD Narrative by Applicant 
 
The Minturn North PUD is situated on 13.4 acres of vacant lands south of Game Creek 
and owned by the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR). These parcels were historically used 
for railroad activities. There are six mobile units currently in use on the subject property. 
These structures will be removed from the subject property as part of the initial 
construction activities associated with the Minturn North PUD.  
 

Figure 1: Minturn North PUD Vicinity Map 
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The Minturn North PUD property has approximately .4 miles of frontage along Minturn 
Road and .38 miles of frontage along Taylor Avenue. It is surrounded by the following 
uses: 
 

North UPRR Property/Vacant 

South Private Residential/100 Block Downtown 

East Private Residential and Home Business Uses 

West Industrial/Commercial Uses (UPRR & Meadow Mountain Business Park) 

 
The Minturn North PUD project is considered “infill” due, in part, to the historic zoning 
and use of the subject property and in relation to surrounding development patterns 
and land uses, available utilities and public services, and zoning. 
 
The approved Preliminary Development Plan includes a total of 39 lots ranging from 
.099 acres (3,920 sq. ft.) to just over .20 acres 9,104 sq. ft.) in size, all accessed by Minturn 
Road, Taylor Avenue, or via a series of internal roads (4th Street, Miles End Lane, and 
Silverstar Trail) designed to Town standards.  
 
The approved Preliminary Development Plan also includes three separate open spaces 
tracts within Planning Area 3, or “PA-3,” that will provide open air, usable landscaped 
areas. Lots 1-33 will be subject to a transfer fee of one (1%) percent for any sales (initial 
sale and all subsequent sales) of units to non-resident purchasers, while Lots 34-39 will 
be subject to a deed restriction requiring local ownership and/or rental to local renters. 
 
The Applicant/Developer, Minturn Crossing, LLC, proposes to develop the project 
infrastructure in a single phase. Additionally, the Applicant proposes to create a 
Homeowners Association to manage development and ongoing maintenance of the 
project. A previously proposed Minturn North Design Review Board was removed from 
the proposal as a condition of Preliminary Development Plan for PUD approval. 
 
Summary of the PUD Approval Process 
 
Final Plan and Final Subdivision Plat review before the Town of Minturn Town Council 
is the third and final step in the review and approval process necessary for the creation 
of a Planned Unit Development within the Town of Minturn. The following outlines the 
steps involved in the Town of Minturn PUD approval process: 
 

1. Concept Development Plan Review (Completed in Summer 2020) 
2. PUD Preliminary Development Plan Review (Completed in Summer 2023) 
3. Final Plan and Final Subdivision Plat for PUD (inclusive of Subdivision 

Improvements Agreement - NOW) 
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The Final Plan review is a technical and detailed engineering, legal, and survey review 
of the final details of a proposed development plan, proposed subdivision plats, and 
associated development agreements. Details related to final plan and phasing 
documents, which result in cost estimates for all public and sometimes private 
improvements, establish how and when infrastructure will be constructed and 
financed. 
 
Following review of the Minturn North Preliminary Development Plan for PUD before 
the Town of Minturn Planning Commission and Town Council in summer 2023, the 
Applicant submitted a largely complete and thorough Final Plan and Final Plat 
applications in August 2023. Since that time, the Applicant and Town staff have worked 
together to address outstanding issues and Preliminary Development Plan conditions 
of approval; and to ensure that all final documents are ready for adoption and approval 
by the Town. 
 
The Minturn Municipal Code (MMC) requires review of the Final Plan, Final Subdivision 
Plat, and Subdivision Improvements Agreement (SIA) by the Town Council, while the 
Minturn Planning Commission is also charged with reviewing the Final Subdivision Plat 
document(s). 
 
From a procedural standpoint, the Town Council is being asked to consider three 
ordinances on first reading - one for the Minturn North Final Development Plan for PUD; 
one for the “UPRR Final Subdivision Plat;” and another for the “Minturn North PUD 
Subdivision Final Plat” - while the SIA will be presented for consideration along with a 
resolution during the second reading of the three ordinances. 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Minturn Municipal Code (MMC), the Minturn 
Planning Commission reviewed the Final Subdivision Plat on October 11, 2023, and 
forwarded a recommendation for approval of that document, with conditions. A 
summary of the Planning Commission’s review and recommendation is provided in 
Section II below. 
 
 
Summary of Preliminary Plan Conditions of Approval – Applicant Responses 
 
The Applicant has worked diligently with Town staff and Town consultants to address 
the conditions of approval that were attached to both the Preliminary Development 
Plan and the Preliminary Subdivision Plat. Below are the conditions and a response 
stating how the Applicant has addressed and resolved the conditions; or whether a 
condition is still outstanding. 
 
Preliminary Plan Conditions of Approval: 
 
(1)  The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer prior to or concurrent with any 

Final Plan/Plat application to address referral comments related to further 
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evaluation of hazards that may impact final design of all civil engineering and/or 
subdivision design(s). 
 
Staff Response: 
Not completed/Outstanding. (See suggested Condition No. 1 page 23 of this 
report). 
 

(2) The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer prior to or concurrent with any 
Final Plan/Plat application to adequately address all remaining technical plat 
and/or civil engineering details and suggested revisions outlined in letters from 
Intermountain Engineering dated May 22, 2023, and June 20, 2023. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete or In Progress; to be completed prior to second reading of ordinance(s) 
and/or per timelines established by the Minturn North PUD Subdivision 
Improvements Agreement (SIA). 
 

(3) The Applicant shall work with the Town to finalize any/all outstanding issues 
related to the draft Subdivision Improvements Agreement and associated 100% 
construction level plans prior to or concurrent with Final Plan/Plat application 
submittal. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete or In Progress; to be presented with the SIA and associated resolution 
during the second reading of ordinance(s). 
 

(4) The Applicant shall continue dialogue with the Town Engineer about potential 
improvements to Taylor Avenue in line with potential capital improvements as 
determined and approved by the Minturn Town Council as part of the Town of 
Minturn Capital Improvements Plan, as amended from time to time. 
 
Staff Response:  
Complete/Ongoing. 
 

(5) The Minturn North PUD shall use no more than 54 SFEs. Any unused SFEs shall 
be relinquished to the Town. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(6) All Town of Minturn Waterwise Landscaping guidelines and requirements, as 
amended from time to time, shall be followed for individual lot landscaped 
design, irrigation and maintenance and all common area revegetation shall be 
limited to native, drought tolerant seed mixes. 
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Staff Response: 
Complete. Addressed in PUD Guide and final plans and/or SIA. 
 

(7) All residential lots are to be limited to a maximum of 2,000 square feet of outdoor 
irrigation. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. Addressed in PUD Guide and final plans and/or SIA. 
 

(8) Any temporary irrigation necessary to reestablish and revegetate all disturbed 
areas and/or common areas shall be limited on an annual basis to no more than 
50,000 square feet. 

 
Staff Response: 
Complete. Addressed in PUD Guide and final plans and/or SIA. 

 
(9) Lot and impervious coverage limits prescribed within the Minturn North PUD 

Guide shall be reduced as follows: 
(a) Lots 1-33: Lot Coverage reduced from 60% to 50%; Impervious Coverage 

reduced from 65% to 60%. 
(b) Lots 34-39: Lot Coverage reduced from 70% to 50%; Impervious Coverage 

from 75% to 65%. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. Addressed in PUD Guide and final plans. 

 
(10) The Applicant shall work with the Town prior to any Final Plan/Plat application to 

update plans to add three (3) walkway connections and to provide details for 
materials and construction. Any plan details for additional trail connections added 
within the PUD shall be accompanied by engineer estimates of probable costs (to 
be included in Final Plan Subdivision Improvement Agreement documents) and 
shall include the following: 
(a) One (1) at the end of Miles End Lane access driveway serving Lots 6 and 7, 

connecting to Taylor Avenue. 
(b) One (1) at the cul-de-sac of Miles End Lane connecting to the ECO Trail 

along Minturn Road. 
(c) One (1) at the southern end of Miles End Lane connecting to Taylor Avenue. 

 
Staff Response: 
Complete. Addressed in PUD Guide and final plans and/or SIA. 
 

(11) The Applicant shall eliminate the Minturn North Design Review Board (DRB) from 
the PUD. 
 
Staff Response: 
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Complete. 
 

(12) Current parking conditions along the West side of Taylor Avenue and within the 
Taylor Avenue Right-of-Way shall be maintained. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. The Applicant has worked with the Town to address and redesign 
additional parking along Taylor Avenue in areas that are within the Town’s Taylor 
Avenue Right-of-Way and/or areas within the PUD where the Applicant will 
provide parking easements. 
 

(13) The Applicant shall revise and update the Minturn North PUD Guide and/or 
project covenants and declarations to allow for outdoor play equipment such as 
trampolines. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(14) The Applicant shall work with the Town prior to or concurrent with any Final Plan 
for PUD submission to refine fencing guidelines and/or restrictions within the 
Minturn North PUD Guide and/or project covenants prior to or concurrent with 
any Final Plan for PUD submission. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(15) The Applicant shall work with the Town prior to or concurrent with any Final Plan 
for PUD submission to determine locations where on street parking may be 
accommodated on or along Minturn Road. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(16) The Applicant shall facilitate additional review of any Final Plan/Plat documents 
with the Eagle River Fire Protection District prior to or concurrent with any Final 
Plan for PUD submission, to specifically confirm maneuverability, turn-arounds, 
and fire hydrant location. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(17) The Applicant shall revise and update the Minturn North PUD Guide and/or 
project covenants prior to or concurrent with any Final Plan for PUD submission 
to limit construction hours to Mon-Sat 7am to 6pm, with indoor work permitted on 
Sundays. 
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Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(18) The Applicant shall work with the Town prior to or concurrent with any Final Plan 
for PUD submission to address Short Term Rentals (STRs) within the PUD. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(19) The Applicant shall revise the Final Plat document as well as the Minturn North 
PUD Guide and/or project covenants to remove the “Dedication Parcel” from the 
PUD boundaries. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(20) The Applicant shall revise the PUD Final Plan documents to include a Wildlife 
Mitigation Plan pursuant to Appendix “O” of the PUD Preliminary Plan 
application, to be reviewed and approved by Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) 
prior to or concurrent with any Final Plan/Plat application submission. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 

 
Preliminary Plat Conditions of Approval: 
 
(1) The Applicant shall work with Town staff to update the Updated Preliminary Plat 

prior to or concurrent with any Final Plan/Plat application to address any/all 
outstanding technical and/or legal requirements as noted in previous staff and 
consultant referral comments. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete or Ongoing; few minor issues to be addressed and corrected prior to 
second reading of ordinances. 
 

(2) The Applicant revise the Updated Preliminary Plat to add language specific to 
Tracts B and E, “Open Space,” as well as Tract C, “Dedication Parcel,” to reference 
and provide for snow storage uses. 
 
Staff Response: 
Complete. 
 

(3) The Applicant revise the Updated Preliminary Plat to add language and/or 
easements permitting public access on, over and through Tract D “R-O-W” for 
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Miles End Lane, as well as Tract G “Right of Way,” and associated “Access, Utility 
         and Drainage” easement for Silver Star Trail. 
 
 
Staff Response: Complete. 
 
 
 
 
Summary of Outstanding Issues and Recommended Conditions of Approval 
 
Geotechnical Recommendations: 
As part of the Preliminary Development Plan for PUD approval, the Town required that 
the Applicant work with the Town Engineer to address previously identified areas of 
concern related to potential mud and debris flow hazards associated with the Game 
Creek Drainage. 
 
This issue – the possibility of a mud and/or debris flow event originating within the 
Game Creek Drainage and potentially impacting existing homes located within the 
Taylor Addition as well as the northernmost portion of the Minturn North PUD – had 
been raised by three consultants/firms hired by the Applicant (CTL Thompson, Kumar 
& Associates, and Wright Water Engineers) as part of the Preliminary Plan application. 
Various soils & foundation investigations, geotechnical hazards/mudflow evaluations, 
and drainage reports prepared by these firms identified the potential for mud and 
debris flows within the Game Creek Drainage and specifically recommended additional 
evaluation of mudflow and debris flow hazard as a means to assess the efficacy of the 
mud/debris flow deflection berm and drainage structures proposed within the PUD 
civil engineering plans. 
 
The Colorado Geological Survey (CGS) reviewed the Preliminary Plan and associated 
reports and evaluations as part of the Preliminary Plan referral process, and, ultimately, 
the Town approved the Preliminary Development Plan for PUD with the following 
condition to allow the Applicant an opportunity to perform additional evaluation: 
 

“The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer prior to or concurrent with any 
Final Plan/Plat application to address referral comments related to further 
evaluation of hazards that may impact final design of all civil engineering and/or 
subdivision design(s).” 

 
In response to this condition, the Applicant re-engaged Wright Water Engineers and 
also asked Boundaries Unlimited – the project civil engineering consultant – to provide 
further commentary and analysis of the potential mudflow/debris flow hazard and the 
proposed mitigation. Both consulting firms provided additional letters regarding their 
independent opinions of the issue. Both letters were re-referred to CGS as part of the 
Final Development Plan for PUD referral process. CGS provided a response in a letter 
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addressed to Scot Hunn dated October 23, 2023 (attached) which recommends and 
reiterates that additional flood/mudflow/debris flow & inundation hazards and risk 
analyses be performed and that such studies and analyses include or address “10-,  
25-, and 100- year storm events” to justify the proposed mitigation (berm and drainage 
ditches) and to ensure that the design of any mitigation is such that a flood, mudflow, 
or debris flow event does not exacerbate potential hazards to other properties or roads. 
 
Based on CGS referral responses, staff are of the opinion that the Applicant has not 
adequately addressed previously identified issues and specific recommendations 
related to the potential for mud and/or debris flow hazards that may affect the subject 
property.  
 
Therefore, staff is unable to make a positive finding related to Final Development Plan 
for PUD Standard Number  
 
That being said, staff are not aware of any other hazards or environmental issues or 
concerns that have not been addressed, or which could not be addressed during the 
construction process (e.g., requiring site specific geotechnical investigations for each 
building site as part of the building design and permitting process as is typical in Eagle 
County). Additionally, the Applicant has provided language to be included in closing 
documents provided to buyers of future lots which discloses potential hazards. 
 
Therefore, while staff believes that the issues identified by the Applicant’s own 
consultants as well as CGS are of major concern – to be addressed prior to any final 
action is taken on the Final Development Plan application or any subdivision plat that 
creates developable lots - should the Town Council wish to approve the Minturn North 
Final Development Plan for PUD (including final subdivision plats) and, specifically, to 
be able to make a positive finding for approval criteria “k” and “m,” staff recommends 
the following condition of approval: 
 
Condition The Applicant shall provide, and the Town of Minturn shall review and 

approve additional flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow hazards 
evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies prepared by a professional 
geotechnical engineer licensed in the State of Colorado and specifically 
related to the Game Creek Drainage and associated alluvial fan areas 
occurring within the Minturn North PUD boundaries. Such evaluation(s), 
report(s) and/or studies shall specifically evaluate and assess the risk of 
potential flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow events, as well as the 
efficacy of proposed mitigation design and construction. Such 
evaluation(s), report(s), and/or studies shall be reviewed and approved; 
and any revisions to proposed mitigations shall be designed and 
submitted for review and approval by the Town and/or it’s consultants 
prior to the recording of the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat and/or the 
Minturn North PUD Subdivision Final Plat. 
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Town Engineer Outstanding Issues: 
A crucial element of any Final Plan for PUD and Final Subdivision Plat approval process 
focuses on the review and approval of final, 100% construction level civil engineering 
drawings which should reflect and respond to conditions of Preliminary Plan/Plat 
approval (i.e., conditions requiring technical engineering, legal, and/or surveying 
revisions to PUD documents) and which then form the basis for final cost estimates 
(which will be collateralized) for public improvements necessary to support the PUD. 
 
The Applicant has worked closely with Jeff Spanel and Intermountain Engineering, the 
Town Engineer, to various rounds of comments related to civil engineering drawings 
and proposed subdivision plat documents. The Town Engineer provided final 
comments on October 24, 2023, (attached). The Applicant met with Town staff on 
Thursday, October 26, 2023, to discuss and resolve a majority of the issues listed on the 
Town Engineer’s comment letter as well as a response letter submitted by the 
Applicant on October 25, 2023 (attached). Following that meeting, the following list 
represents those issues that still need to be fully addressed.  
 

• Final design and cost estimates for paving of County Road 14 north of the Minturn 
North PUD boundary. 

• EcoTrails Game Creek bridge crossing (still in the design phase). 
• Hwy. 24 Turn Lanes (need updated cost estimates). 
• Hazards Analysis (see Final Development Plan for PUD Condition No. _). 
• Grading and drainage on UPRR property (Applicant working with Town Attorney 

to draft language in CC&Rs/agreements to allow the Town emergency access 
on UPRR properties outside the PUD boundaries if needed. 

• CDOT: notice to proceed from CDOT with improvements authorized with access 
permitting still outstanding. 

• EcoTrail: need final plans for Game Creek bridge crossing as well as evidence of 
Army Corps of Engineers approval/permitting. 

• Eagle River Water and Sanitation District Final Approval and Ability to Serve: 
need to provide evidence of final approval by ERWSD.  

 
Staff believes several or most of these issues and details/corrections are minor in 
nature and/or can be addressed prior to second reading of the ordinances, while one 
(hazard evaluations) should be completed as a condition of approval prior to recording 
of any final plats. Based on the above outstanding issues and corrections needing to be 
made, staff recommends the following conditions: 
 
Condition The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer and Town Attorney to 

revise and update PUD documents (CC&Rs) and/or agreements to permit 
the Town of Minturn, as an authorized contractor, to access to repair 
critical offsite drainage facilities in emergency situations.  
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Condition The Applicant shall provide 100% construction level plans and cost 
estimates for County Road 14/the extension of Minturn Road within one 
year and constructed within three years of final plat approval. 

Condition The Applicant shall provide CDOT Notice to Proceed and construct offsite 
improvements within 3 years of final plat approval. 

Condition Provide final designs and cost estimates for the Eco Trails Game Creek 
Bridge. 

Condition Provide all necessary Army Corps of Engineers wetland permitting prior 
to commencement of construction of the EcoTrail Game Creek Bridge. 

 The Applicant shall provide evidence of final approval and ability to serve 
from the Eagle River Water and Sanitation District prior to recordation of 
the Minturn North PUD Final Subdivision Plat. 

 
 
 
Summary of Staff Recommendation(s) 
 
Based upon the review of the Final Plan for PUD and Final Subdivision Plat 
application(s), staff is recommending: 
 

1. Approval of the Minturn North Final Development Plan, with conditions. 
2. Approval of the “UPRR Final Subdivision Plat,” with conditions. 
3. Approval of the “Minturn North PUD Final Subdivision Plat,” with conditions. 

 
 
Report Organization 
The remainder of this report briefly summarizes and addresses: 
 

Section II A summary of the Planning Commission’s recommendations 

Section III Summary of PUD Process, Final Plan Review, and Code Requirements 

Section IV Zoning Analysis 

Section V Summary of Staff Findings - Final Plan and Final Plat Conformance 

Section VI Outstanding Issues 

Section VII Summary of Recommendations and Suggested Motions 

Section VIII Attachments 
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II. Summary of Planning Commission Review and Recommendation: 
 
As outlined above in this report, the Minturn Municipal Code requires review of Final 
Subdivision Plats by the Minturn Planning Commission, while the Minturn Town Council 
is responsible for review of all Final Development Plan for PUD, Final Subdivision Plat, 
and Subdivision Improvements Agreement applications. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the “UPRR Final Subdivision Plat” (to create two 
salable parcels) and the “Minturn North PUD Final Subdivision Plat” (to create the 
proposed 39-lot residential neighborhood) on October 11, 2023. Following a public 
hearing where the Commission forwarded a recommendation for approval for both 
documents, with no conditions based on a determination that the plat(s) conformed 
to the Preliminary Plat documents that were reviewed and ultimately approved by the 
Town in July 2023, as well as the Town’s subdivision standards. 
 
 
III. PUD Process and Code Requirements: 
 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) Approval Process 
As noted above, the Applicant is requesting review of a Final Development Plan for 
PUD and Final Subdivision Plat for a new PUD pursuant to Section 16-15-200 – Final 
plan for PUD. This is the third and final step in the review of the proposed PUD and is 
characterized as a highly technical review of final construction documents, detailed 
construction cost estimates, legal documents (plat, HOA documents, and SIA), and 
financial guarantees. 
 
It is worth noting that Preliminary Plan for PUD review which occurred in the summer 
of 2023 was the stage of review when the Town reviewed detailed plans and reports, 
confirmed conformance with the Town’s development standards and master plan 
policies, and, ultimately, approved the PUD zoning with a list of conditions that the 
Applicant has worked with the Town to address during the final plan process.  
 
Final Plan for PUD - Review Purpose and Criteria 
Section 16-15-200 provides the following description of the Final Development Plan 
review purpose and process: 
 

A final development plan for the PUD shall be reviewed pursuant to the same 
standards applicable to a preliminary development plan for the PUD. The final 
development plan for the PUD shall be reviewed by the Town Council at a public 
hearing and shall be approved by ordinance. Submission of the final 
development plan application should occur no more than two (2) years after the 
approval of the preliminary plan. An extension can be granted requiring a clear 
statement explaining the reason for an extension. Failure to do so will result in the 
plan proceeding through the preliminary plan process again for explanation and 
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approval. Approval of the final development plan PUD zone shall be considered as 
satisfying the final development plan requirements of the Town PUD regulations 
and subdivision regulations.” 

 
Section 16-15-140 – Preliminary development plan submittal requirements.  
As noted above, final plans are reviewed utilizing the same criteria and standards 
applicable to a Preliminary Plan for PUD review which are elaborated on in Section V - 
Staff Analysis and Findings, of this staff report. 
 
 
IV. Zoning Analysis: 
 
The Minturn North Planned Unit Development (PUD) property is located within the 
“Game Creek Character Area.” The property was previously zoned within the “PUD 
Holding Zone District;” however, upon approval of the PUD Preliminary Plan, the 
Minturn North property is now officially zoned as the “Minturn North PUD Overlay Zone 
District.” 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Game Creek Character Area Zoning Map 
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The following excerpts from the Minturn Municipal Code (MMC) provide background 
information regarding the Game Creek Character Area as well as the purpose of the 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) overlay zone district. Section 16-12-10 – Character 
Area Characteristics of the Minturn Municipal Code (MMC) describes the railroad 
property located on the north side of Town as follows: 
 

“The Game Creek Character Area is visually prominent from the north entryway into 
the Town. The area is predominantly devoted to railroad use and will require a 
comprehensive planning effort prior to redevelopment. In addition to the rail yard, 
the area contains the Taylor Avenue neighborhood, some commercial uses and a 
community parking lot. The area is bisected by the railroad right-of-way, which is 
intended to remain as a continuous transportation corridor. Most of the area lacks 
adequate street rights-of-way and utilities. The Community Plan has identified 
this area as an appropriate area for extension of the Old Town commercial core, 
mixed-use and residential development; however, high impact industrial uses 
are discouraged. Enhancement of the Eagle River corridor is a community priority.” 

 

Section 16-12-30 - Game Creek PUD Holding Zone of Minturn’s Town Code provides 
the following general description of the site: 

“This area is currently owned by the Union Pacific Railroad; however, trains are no 
longer utilizing the corridor or the rail yard. The historic industrial zoning is no 
longer appropriate due to the probable abandonment of the rail line and 
potential conflict with future commercial and residential development. 
Redevelopment of this area will have a significant impact on the future 
character and size of the Town.” 
 

The MMC provides further direction as to the Town’s stated goals for redevelopment 
and future use of the railroad properties: 

“It is an objective of the Town to plan and redevelop the rail yard as a master 
planned development that is compatible with the existing Town character. 
Future development and land use decisions for this area need to incorporate 
community input and involve an open public process. The PUD Holding Zone 
and the PUD review process will provide for the flexibility, innovation and 
public input necessary to achieve the goals and objectives of the Community 
Plan and this Chapter. This area has been identified in the Community Plan as 
an area suitable for expansion of Old Town and as a “potential Town Center” 
site. Development in this area needs to incorporate appropriate residential 
and low-impact land uses along Taylor Avenue to minimize impacts to the 
existing neighborhood. The rail corridor should be maintained and improved 
access to and across the Eagle River should be incorporated into proposed 
development plans.” 
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V. Summary of Staff Findings - Final Plan and Final Plat Conformance: 

 

The following section outlines the evaluation criteria that the Town Council must 
consider in any action to approve, approve with conditions, deny, or table/continue the 
Minturn North Final Development Plan for PUD and associated Final Subdivision Plat(s). 

 

Note: Pursuant to the Minturn Municipal Code, Final Development Plans for PUDs 
are to be reviewed in accordance with Preliminary Plan for PUD criteria and 
standards.  

 

Final (Preliminary) Development Plan for PUD Evaluation Criteria: 

 
1. Final (Preliminary) development plan evaluation criteria: 

 
a. The resulting development will be consistent with the Community Plan 

and the proposed PUD reflects the character of the Town. 
 
Staff Response/Finding:  
The Final Plan addresses and responds to a majority of the Community 
Plan goals. Further, the plans have not changed in any substantive way 
since the Town found the PUD in conformance with Preliminary Plan 
for PUD criteria and standards - specifically consistency with the 
Community Plan - in July 2023. 
 

b. The area around the development can be planned to be in substantial 
harmony with the proposed PUD. 
 
Staff Response/Finding:  
The PUD has been planned and laid out to be harmonious with the 
surrounding neighborhood and the applicant has worked with the 
Town and service providers to address needed improvements to 
public infrastructure. The surrounding area is developed, and the 
project is considered “infill.” The plans have not changed in any 
substantive way since the Town found the PUD in conformance with 
this standard in July 2023, other than to work through final (100%) 
construction details to address Preliminary Plan conditions of approval. 
 

c. The adjacent and nearby neighborhoods will not be detrimentally 
affected by the proposed PUD. 
 
Staff Response/Finding:  
The Final Plan is an infill development that meshes well with the 
adjacent Taylor Avenue and Minturn Towne Homes neighborhoods 
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and was deemed to not be detrimental to the surrounding area during 
the approval of the Minturn North Preliminary Development Plan for 
PUD. The plans have not changed in any substantive way since the 
Town found the PUD in conformance with this standard in July 2023. 
 

d. The mass and scale of individual buildings and the overall density of the 
PUD shall be consistent in scale and character to avoid abrupt and/or 
severe differences with the surrounding area. 
 
Staff Response/Finding:  
The Final Plan proposes lot standards and height restrictions 
exceedingly similar to the Town’s existing requirements, with the 
biggest difference or variation being proposed lot and impervious 
coverage maximums. As ultimately determined by the Planning 
Commission and Town Council during their respective reviews of the 
Minturn North Preliminary Development Plan for PUD in June and July 
2023, the proposed variations are warranted. The plans and proposed 
development standards for the PUD have not changed in any 
substantive manner since the Preliminary Development Plan was 
approved in July 2023.  
 

e. The PUD can be completed within a reasonable period of time, which 
shall be determined prior to final approval of the PUD. 
 
Staff Response/Finding:  
Staff believes the PUD can be completed within a reasonable time 
frame and the timing of infrastructure is planned to be completed in 
one phase. Final details - including review comments and 
recommendations from the Town Attorney - regarding phasing of 
infrastructure and the financial guarantees necessary to complete the 
project are being presented with the Final Plan, Final Subdivision Plat, 
and SIA with cost estimates and financial guarantees. 
 

f. The PUD provides for the appropriate treatment of the Eagle River 
corridor as a community recreational amenity and focal point. 
 
Staff Response/Finding:  
The Minturn North PUD does not border the Eagle River, however the 
approved PUD zoning and development standards include setbacks 
and restrictions on use/development within the Game Creek riparian 
areas and 30-foot live stream setback areas, as well as vastly improved 
drainage and stormwater management improvements within and 
outside of the PUD boundaries. 
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g. The residents of the PUD have easy access to recreational amenities. 
 
Staff Response/Finding:  
The PUD is situated at the base of Game Creek and the Game Creek 
trailhead; is within walking, biking, or driving distance to several 
thousand acres of public lands and trails; and provides internal open 
spaces that can be used for open air active or passive recreation. 
Additionally, the Applicant intends to deed a 1-acre parcel (the 
“Dedication Parcel”) to the Town of Minturn for its use and discretion. 
Discussions with the Council and the public have centered on the 
potential use of the Dedication Parcel for open space/park uses as 
well as potential employee housing. 
 

h. Any increase in density proposed above what is permitted in the 
underlying zone shall be mitigated by increasing the land dedications to 
open space, recreational amenities or other public facilities and services. 
 
Staff Response/Finding: 
The approved Preliminary Development Plan for PUD proposed 
densities in line with the surrounding Game Creek Character Area 
Residential Zone District. Importantly, the underlying zone district prior 
to the establishment of the Minturn North PUD Overlay Zone District 
was “PUD Holding Zone” which had no underlying density or 
development standards. 

 
i. Any proposed commercial or industrial development can be justified. 

 
Staff Response/Finding: 

  No commercial or industrial development is proposed in this PUD. 
 

j. The streets are adequate to support the anticipated traffic, and the 
development will not overload the streets outside the planned area. 
 
Staff Response/Finding: 
The PUD is proposing streets that are adequate to support the 
anticipated traffic, and CDOT has issued access permits and 
corresponding notices to proceed for the project. 
 

k. Proposed utility and drainage facilities are adequate for the population 
densities and type of development proposed. 
 
Staff Response/Finding: 
The Final Development Plans and Final Subdivision Plat documents 
have been thoroughly reviewed to ensure that utility and drainage 
plans and facilities are properly planned, scaled, and engineered for 
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the proposed type and number of buildings and people who will 
occupy the PUD. The plans have not changed in any substantive way 
since the Town found the PUD in conformance with this standard in 
July 2023.  
 
However, the Preliminary Plan was approved with a condition requiring 
additional evaluation of mudflow/debris flow hazards and the 
adequacy of proposed mitigation (berm and drainage facilities). This 
item is outstanding, and staff are unable to make a positive finding for 
this criteria.  
 

l. Residential density and intensity of other uses shall be limited as required 
by the Town Council, upon consideration of the Community Plan, the 
Official Zone District Map and the specific characteristics of the subject 
land. 
 
Staff Response/Finding: 
Staff believes that the proposed density and intensity of use conforms 
to the Community Plan; is similar to the surrounding uses as shown on 
the Official Zone District Map; and is appropriate for this location as an 
infill project served by existing infrastructure and transit. The plans 
have not changed in any substantive way since the Town found the 
PUD in conformance with this standard in July 2023. 
 

m. A favorable finding is made on the environmental assessment or 
environmental impact report. 
 
Staff Response/Finding: 
An environmental assessment was provided and reviewed with the 
Minturn North Preliminary Development Plan for PUD application. The 
assessment – which includes geotechnical, soils, and hazard analyses 
- was reviewed by the Town staff and consultant team during the 
Preliminary Plan review and was found to be in general conformance 
with the Town’s standards. The plans have not changed in any 
substantive way since the Town found the PUD in conformance with 
this standard in July 2023.  
 
However, the Preliminary Plan was approved with a condition requiring 
additional evaluation of mudflow/debris flow hazards and the 
adequacy of proposed mitigation (berm and drainage facilities). This 
item is outstanding, and staff are unable to make a positive finding for 
this criteria.  
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n. The preliminary plan for PUD shall comply with the following open space 
and recreation standards: 

i. A minimum of twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross land area 
shall be reserved for common recreation and usable open space. 
Parking areas, street rights-of-way and minimum yard setbacks 
shall not be counted when determining usable open space. Water 
bodies, lands within critical wildlife habitat, riparian ecosystems 
and one-hundred-year floodplains that are preserved as open 
space shall count towards this minimum standard, even when they 
are not usable by or accessible to the residents of the PUD. 

ii. All common open space and recreational facilities shall be shown 
on the preliminary plan for PUD and shall be constructed and fully 
improved according to the development schedule established for 
each development phase. 

iii. All privately owned common open space shall continue to 
conform to its intended use, as approved in the preliminary plan. 
To ensure that all the common open space identified in the 
preliminary plan will be used as common open space, restrictions 
and/or covenants shall be placed in each deed to ensure their 
maintenance and to prohibit the division of any common open 
space. 

 
  Staff Response/Finding: 

The Final Plan indicates that areas within the PUD will be provided with 
internal sidewalks, open spaces and usable park areas as well as . 
individual yard spaces surrounding each unit. The open space exceeds 
the minimum percentage recommended in the Minturn Municipal Code. 
The plans have not changed in any substantive way since the Town found 
the PUD in conformance with this standard in July 2023. 
 

Final Plat:  

Section 17-6-30 - Final Subdivision Plat; Town Council review, of the Minturn Municipal 
Code outlines the following standards or criteria for the Town Council’s review of the 
Final Plat: 

“Subsequent to the Planning Commission's determination that the final subdivision 
plat meets the requirements for approval, the proper signatures shall be affixed to 
the plat. At a public hearing, the Town Council shall review the plat and proposed 
subdivision agreement, which shall include any legal, financial or other agreements 
between the subdivider and the Town. Public notice shall be given at least ten (10) 
days in advance of such hearing. Upon approval of such plat and agreement, the 
Town Council shall enact an ordinance authorizing Town Council certification of the 
plat accepting any dedications shown thereon. The Town Council shall also 
authorize the staff to draft a subdivision agreement, which shall include any legal, 
financial or other agreements between the subdivider and the Town and which shall 
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include such conditions as the Town Council finds necessary to ensure that the 
proposed subdivision complies with the Town's regulations, goals, policies and plans. 
The plat and subdivision agreement shall be recorded with the County Clerk and 
Recorder within thirty (30) days of Town Council certification. If the proposal is denied, 
the Town Council shall state the specific reasons for denial based on standards 
found herein.” 

Staff Response: 
Staff suggests that the Final Plats (UPRR and Minturn North PUD Subdivision Plats) 
conform to the purpose and intent of Chapter 17, Subdivisions, as well as the 
specific, technical plat requirements and that the plat meets the Town’s 
requirements for approval. Review of the plats has gone hand in hand with review 
of the Final Development Plan for PUD wherein the Town, its consultants, and 
external referral agencies have provided comments and recommendations that 
have been incorporated into the final plans for the development. 
 
However, staff is recommending a condition of Final Plat approval – for both 
subdivision plats - requiring additional evaluation of mud/debris flow hazards and 
the adequacy of design for deflection berms proposed along Game Creek. 

 
 
VII. Staff Recommendations and Suggested Conditions: 
 
Final Analysis and Staff Recommendation: 
Staff believes the Minturn North Final Development Plan for PUD conforms with a 
preponderance of Town goals and policies and complies with applicable standards for 
approval of a Final Plan for PUD. Likewise, the subdivision plats submitted to create 
UPRR parcels and then to subdivide “Parcel 1” of the UPRR subdivision to create the 
Minturn North PUD Subdivision, also comply or, with conditions, can be made to fully 
comply, with the Town’s subdivision regulations and legal requirements.  
 
However, one significant issue related to additional hazards analysis prevents staff from 
making positive findings for all required approval criteria. 
 
Therefore, staff strongly recommends that any approval of the Minturn North Final 
Development Plan for PUD and/or associated Final Subdivision Plats be conditioned 
to require further evaluation of geotechnical hazards. 
 
Staff is recommending approval of the Minturn North Final Development Plan for PUD, 
the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat, and the Minturn North PUD Subdivision Final Plat, with 
conditions. 
 
The following suggested conditions for each of the three ordinances needed for final 
approval are provided in the event the Town Council takes action to approve the Final 
Development Plan and/or associated Final Subdivision Plats for the PUD. 
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Please note: the ordinances are presented in numerical order based to ensure that the 
plat ordinances are approved in the correct sequence (to create UPRR parcels prior to 
approving Minturn North PUD subdivision lots). 
 
 
 
Suggested Motions - Alternatives: 
The Town Council is being asked to consider three ordinances - Ordinance No. 15, 
Series 2023: Ordinance No. 16, Series 2023; and Ordinance No. 17, Series 2023 on first 
reading. 
 
Staff recommends conditions of approval for each ordinance. Staff suggests that, with 
the exception of a suggested condition requiring additional hazards analyses, these 
suggested conditions reflect minor issues that can either be addressed prior to any 
second reading of the ordinances or prior to construction and securitization of certain 
public improvements such as the EcoTrails bridge, paving of County Road 14, or turn 
lanes on Hwy. 24. 
 
The following suggested motion language is offered to assist the Town Council: 
 
Ordinance 15 - Series 2023: Minturn North Final Plan Development Plan for PUD: 
 
Approval: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council approve Ordinance 15 - Series 2023: Minturn North 
Final Development Plan for PUD, on first reading because the Final Development Plan 
conforms to the applicable criteria and standards of the Minturn Municipal Code and 
the Minturn Community Plan.” 
 
Approval with Conditions: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council approve, with conditions, Ordinance 15 - Series 
2023: Minturn North Final Development Plan for PUD on first reading, because the 
Final Plan conforms, as conditioned, to the applicable criteria and standards of the 
Minturn Municipal Code and the Minturn Community Plan.” 
 

1. The Applicant shall provide, and the Town of Minturn shall review and approve 
additional flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow hazards evaluation(s), report(s) 
and/or studies prepared by a professional geotechnical engineer licensed in the 
State of Colorado and specifically related to the Game Creek Drainage and 
associated alluvial fan areas occurring within the Minturn North PUD boundaries. 
Such evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies shall specifically evaluate and assess 
the risk of potential flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow events, as well as the 
efficacy of proposed mitigation design and construction. Such evaluation(s), 
report(s), and/or studies shall be reviewed by Colorado Geological Survey and 
approved by the Town Engineer; and any revisions to proposed mitigations shall 
be designed and submitted for review and approval by the Town and/or it’s 
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consultants prior to the recording of the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat and/or the 
Minturn North PUD Subdivision Final Plat. 

2. The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer and Town Attorney to revise 
and update PUD documents (CC&Rs) and/or agreements to permit the Town of 
Minturn, as an authorized contractor, to access to repair critical offsite drainage 
facilities in emergency situations.  

3. The Applicant shall provide 100% construction level plans and cost estimates for 
County Road 14/the extension of Minturn Road within one year and constructed 
within three years of final plat approval. 

4. The Applicant shall provide CDOT Notice to Proceed and complete construction 
offsite improvements within 3 years of final plat approval. 

5. Provide final designs and cost estimates for the Eco Trails Game Creek bridge 
within one year and constructed within three years of final plat approval. 

6. Provide all necessary Army Corps of Engineers wetland permitting prior to 
commencement of construction of the EcoTrail Game Creek Bridge. 

7. The Applicant shall provide evidence of final approval and ability to serve from 
the Eagle River Water and Sanitation District prior to recordation of the Minturn 
North PUD Final Subdivision Plat. 

 
Denial: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council to Deny Ordinance 15 - Series 2023: Minturn North 
Final Development Plan for PUD, because the Final Plan does not conform to the 
applicable criteria and standards of the Minturn Municipal Code and the Minturn 
Community Plan.” 
 
Continuance: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council to continue Ordinance 15 - Series 2023: Minturn North 
Final Development Plan for PUD to [a date certain].” 
 
 
Ordinance 16 - Series 2023, Minturn North PUD Subdivision Final Plat:  
 
Approval: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council Approve Ordinance 16 - Series 2023, Minturn North 
PUD Subdivision Final Plat on first reading because the Final Subdivision Plat conforms 
to the Preliminary Plat, as well as applicable criteria and standards of the Minturn 
Municipal Code.” 
 
Approval with Conditions: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council Approve, with conditions, Ordinance 16 - Series 2023, 
Minturn North PUD Subdivision Final Plat, on first reading, because the Final Subdivision 
Plat conforms to the Preliminary Plat, as conditioned, and to the applicable criteria and 
standards of the Minturn Municipal Code: 
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1. The Applicant shall provide, and the Town of Minturn shall review and approve 
additional flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow hazards evaluation(s), report(s) 
and/or studies prepared by a professional geotechnical engineer licensed in the 
State of Colorado and specifically related to the Game Creek Drainage and 
associated alluvial fan areas occurring within the Minturn North PUD boundaries. 
Such evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies shall specifically evaluate and assess 
the risk of potential flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow events, as well as the 
efficacy of proposed mitigation design and construction. Such evaluation(s), 
report(s), and/or studies shall be reviewed and approved by the Town Engineer 
and the Colorado Geological Survey; and any revisions to proposed mitigations 
shall be designed and submitted for review and approval by the Town and/or 
it’s consultants prior to the recording of the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat and/or 
the Minturn North PUD Subdivision Final Plat. 

2. The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer and Town Attorney to address 
and resolve all outstanding technical comments related to plat language and/or 
survey data prior to second reading of Ordinance No. 16, Series 2023. 

 
Denial: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council to deny Ordinance 16 - Series 2023, Minturn North 
PUD Final Subdivision Plat, because the Final Subdivision Plat does not conform to the 
Preliminary Plat and/or applicable criteria and standards of the Minturn Municipal 
Code.” 
 
Continuance: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council to continue Ordinance 16 - Series 2023, Minturn North 
PUD Final Subdivision Plat to [a date certain].” 
 
 
Ordinance 17 - Series 2023, UPRR Subdivision Final Plat:  
 
Approval: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council Approve Ordinance 17 - Series 2023, UPRR 
Subdivision Final Plat, on first reading because the Final Subdivision Plat conforms to 
the Preliminary Plat, as well as applicable criteria and standards of the Minturn 
Municipal Code.” 
 
Approval with Conditions: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council Approve, with conditions, Ordinance 17 - Series 2023, 
UPRR Subdivision Final Plat, on first reading, because the Final Subdivision Plat 
conforms to the Preliminary Plat, as conditioned, and to the applicable criteria and 
standards of the Minturn Municipal Code: 
 

1. The Applicant shall provide, and the Town of Minturn shall review and approve 
additional flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow hazards evaluation(s), report(s) 
and/or studies prepared by a professional geotechnical engineer licensed in the 
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State of Colorado and specifically related to the Game Creek Drainage and 
associated alluvial fan areas occurring within the Minturn North PUD boundaries. 
Such evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies shall specifically evaluate and assess 
the risk of potential flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow events, as well as the 
efficacy of proposed mitigation design and construction. Such evaluation(s), 
report(s), and/or studies shall be reviewed and approved by the Town Engineer 
and the Colorado Geological Survey; and any revisions to proposed mitigations 
shall be designed and submitted for review and approval by the Town and/or 
it’s consultants prior to the recording of the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat and/or 
the Minturn North PUD Subdivision Final Plat. 

2. The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer and Town Attorney to address 
and resolve all outstanding technical comments related to plat language and/or 
survey data prior to second reading of Ordinance No. 16, Series 2023. 

 
Denial: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council to deny Ordinance 17 - Series 2023, UPRR Subdivision 
Final Plat, because the Final Subdivision Plat does not conform to the Preliminary Plat 
and/or applicable criteria and standards of the Minturn Municipal Code.” 
 
Continuance: 
“I move the Minturn Town Council to continue Ordinance 17 - Series 2023, UPRR 
Subdivision Final Plat to [a date certain].” 
 
 
VIII. Attachments: 
 

A. Review Letter by Town Engineer Dated October 24, 2023 
B. Review Letter by Colorado Geological Survey Dated October 23, 2023 
C. Final Minturn North Application (PUD Guide, CC&Rs, Reports & Final Plats) 
D. Ordinance No. 15, Series 2023 
E. Ordinance No. 16, Series 2023 
F. Ordinance No. 17, Series 2023 
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TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE NO. 15 – SERIES 2023 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, 

COLORADO APPROVING THE FINAL DEVELOPMENT 

PLAN FOR PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR 

MINTURN NORTH 

WHEREAS, the Town of Minturn (“Town”) is a Colorado home rule municipality 

organized pursuant to Article XX of the Colorado Constitution and with the authority of the Town 

of Minturn Home Rule Charter for which the Minturn Town Council (“Town Council”) is 

authorized to act; and 

WHEREAS, the Town is authorized by the Home Rule Charter and Section 31-23-301, 

C.R.S., to enact zoning and land use regulations; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 16, Zoning, of the Code regulates zoning and land use within the 

Town; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of Chapter 16 is to encourage the most appropriate use of land, 

to preserve and promote the Town’s economy, heritage and small-town qualities, and it is designed 

to promote the health, safety, welfare and convenience of the citizens; and 

WHEREAS, Sec. 16-15-10 - Purposes and general provisions, of the Code establishes the 

purpose of the Planned Unit Development (“PUD”) Overlay Zone District which is to allow 

flexibility for landowners to creatively plan for the overall development of their land and to achieve 

the purpose and objectives of the Code and the Community Plan; and 

WHEREAS, Sec. 16-15-20 - Authority, of the Code, states that the PUD Overlay Zone 

District is adopted pursuant to Section 24-67-101, et seq., C.R.S., the Planned Unit Development 

Act of 1972; and 

WHEREAS, Sec. Sec. 16-15-20 - Authority, of the Code, provides that the Town staff and 

the Planning Commission (“Commission”) shall have the authority to recommend and the Town 

Council shall have the authority to impose such conditions on a PUD as are necessary to 

accomplish the purpose of this Code and the Community Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Minturn North Preliminary Development Plan (“Preliminary Plan”) was 

approved by Resolution No. 19, Series 2023; and  

WHEREAS, the Town received a Final PUD Development Plan Application (“Final 

Plan”) from the Applicant on or about September 28, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the Final Plan allows for the development of 39 dwelling units consisting of 

33 single family residences on Lots 1-33, which shall have a deed restriction requiring a 1% 

transfer assessment paid to the Town of Minturn by any non-permanent resident Buyer, and six 
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Permanent Resident Housing homes on Lots 34-39, which shall be subject to a deed restriction on 

occupancy of such lots; and  

WHEREAS, Town of Minturn Staff (“Staff”) has determined that the Final Plan conforms 

with the Town’s applicable standards and that the Applicant has successfully addressed any 

conditions of approval contained in Resolution No. 19, Series 2023; and 

WHEREAS, finds that the Final Plan conforms with the Town’s standards; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council finds it is necessary and proper to approve the Minturn 

North Final PUD Development Plan.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF MINTURN, COLORADO: 

SECTION 1.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as if set forth in full. 

SECTION 2. The Council finds that the Minturn North Final PUD Development Plan 

meets all applicable requirements and standards contained in MMC §§ 16-15-10 et seq. 

SECTION 3. That the Minturn North Final PUD Development Plan is hereby approved 

subject to the following conditions: 

1. The Applicant shall provide, and the Town of Minturn shall review and approve additional 

flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow hazards evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies prepared 

by a professional geotechnical engineer licensed in the State of Colorado and specifically 

related to the Game Creek Drainage and associated alluvial fan areas occurring within the 

Minturn North PUD boundaries. Such evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies shall 

specifically evaluate and assess the risk of potential flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow 

events, as well as the efficacy of proposed mitigation design and construction. Such 

evaluation(s), report(s), and/or studies shall be reviewed by Colorado Geological Survey 

and approved by the Town Engineer; and any revisions to proposed mitigations shall be 

designed and submitted for review and approval by the Town and/or it’s consultants prior 

to the recording of the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat and/or the Minturn North PUD 

Subdivision Final Plat. 

2. The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer and Town Attorney to revise and update 

PUD documents (CC&Rs) and/or agreements to permit the Town of Minturn, as an 

authorized contractor, to access to repair critical offsite drainage facilities in emergency 

situations.  

3. The Applicant shall provide 100% construction level plans and cost estimates for County 

Road 14/the extension of Minturn Road within one year and constructed within three years 

of final plat approval. 

4. The Applicant shall provide CDOT Notice to Proceed and complete construction offsite 

improvements within 3 years of final plat approval. 

5. Provide final designs and cost estimates for the Eco Trails Game Creek bridge within one 

year and constructed within three years of final plat approval. 

51

Section 11, ItemB.



3 

6. Provide all necessary Army Corps of Engineers wetland permitting prior to commencement 

of construction of the EcoTrail Game Creek Bridge. 

7. The Applicant shall provide evidence of final approval and ability to serve from the Eagle 

River Water and Sanitation District prior to recordation of the Minturn North PUD Final 

Subdivision Plat. 

 

INTRODUCED, READ BY TITLE, APPROVED ON THE FIRST READING AND ORDERED 

PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN 

WEBSITE THE ____ DAY OF __________ 2023.  A PUBLIC HEARING ON THIS 

ORDINANCE SHALL BE HELD AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO ON THE ____ DAY OF ____________ 2023 AT 

_____ p.m. AT THE MINTURN TOWN HALL 302 PINE STREET, MINTURN COLORADO 

81645. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 

 

  

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

  

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:    

 Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 

 

THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO, ORDAINS THIS ORDINANCE ENACTED ON 

SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN 

FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN WEBSITE THIS ___ DAY OF ______________ 2023. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 

 

  

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:   

Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 
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VAIL VALLEY OFFICE   
30 Benchmark Road, Suite 216  I  PO Box 978  I Avon, CO 81620 

DENVER OFFICE   
9618 Brook Hill Lane  I  Lone Tree, CO 80124    970.949.5072  I  info@inter-mtn.net 
 

 

 
October 24, 2023       
 
Mr. Scot Hunn 
Town of Minturn 
PO Box 309 
Minturn CO 81645 
Via email: planner1@minturn.org  
 
RE:   Minturn North  PUD  
 Final Plan Review  
Project No. 19-0064 
 
 
Dear Scot: 
 
We reviewed the Final PUD Development Plan Application dated September 29, 2023 for Minturn North 
PUD.  Our review compared the submittal with the Preliminary Plan and Preliminary Plat Conditions of 
Approval; Final Plan requirements of Section 16-15-200; and Final Plat Application requirements of Section 
17-6-40 of the Minturn Municipal Code (MMC).  
 
PRELIMINARY PLAN CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL: 

 
(1) The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer prior to or concurrent with any Final 

Plan/Plat application to address referral comments related to further evaluation of hazards that 
may impact final design of all civil engineering and/or subdivision design(s). 

a. Applicant submitted memorandums dated August 21, 2023 prepared by Wright Water 
Engineers and August 23, 2023 by Boundaries Unlimited to address debris flow concerns.  
The concerns were raised in the drainage report prepared by Wright Water Engineers and 
geotechnical report prepared by CTL Thompson submitted with the application.  The 
concern was also raised by Colorado Geologic Service. Applicant believes these 
Memorandums adequately address concerns relating to hazards. 

 
(2) The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer prior to or concurrent with any 

Final Plan/Plat application to adequately address all remaining technical plat and/or civil 
engineering details and suggested revisions outlined in letters from Intermountain Engineering 
dated May 22, 2023, and June 20, 2023. 

Please note the following: 
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MMC Section 16-15-140:  
Subsection (a) General Requirements: 

(5). Proposed grading & drainage plans:  
Grading & Drainage Plan: 

i. The plan shows off-site grading & storm sewer construction.  
A proposed agreement for construction and maintenance of off-site 
improvements with the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) has been included 
with the application.  Please note:  

1. The agreement does not identify any specific drainage or grading 
improvements on UPRR property.   

2. The drainage improvements crossing Minturn Road  are public 
improvements which will be maintained by the HOA. These 
improvements are critical infrastructure, and the Town must have 
the ability to step in and take care of an emergency.  

ii. 2:1 slopes are proposed in the drainage swales and the front portion of lots 1 
through 7. The geotechnical engineer should review and provide any 
necessary stabilization recommendations.  

1. Specific Geotechnical Engineers recommendations have not been 
provided.  

2. The Post Development Erosion Control Plan requires the slope in 
front of lots 1-7 to have temporary erosion control fabric.  This is 
satisfactory if the lots are regraded during building construction. 
Include a note that permanent slope protection and/or regrading will 
be included on the Building Permit plans.   

3. The Post Development Erosion Control Plan requires permanent 
erosion control fabric in the drainage ditches. 

iii. “Snout & Bio-skirt” storm water quality control devices are specified. 
1. Complete - concerns regarding size and freezing have been 

addressed.   
iv. Erosion Control Plans:  

1. A Storm Water Discharge Permit from the Colorado Department of 
Public Health & Environment will be required prior to construction.   

v. General: 
1. Drainage improvements such as the ditches and stormwater quality 

devices are typically public improvements but will be maintained by 
the HOA.  These improvements are critical infrastructure, and the 
Town must have the ability to step in and take care of an emergency.  

    
Road Plans 

i. General: 
There are several road sections which show a steep grade to the adjoining lots 
and roads.  Slope stability recommendations from the Geotechnical engineer 
have not been provided – refer to item 5.ii above.  
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RE: Minturn North  PUD  
       Final Plan Review  
Project No. 19-0064 
 

ii. Minturn Road: 
Minturn Road plans are provided from the intersection with Taylor Street to 
the north end of the subdivision. No plans have been provided for the 
extension of Minturn Road north of Game Creek.  Developer proposes to 
submit plans prior to the construction of the 30th home.  

iii. Silver Star Trail: 
Silver Star Trail is proposed as a  12.5’ wide private road maintained by the 
home owner’s association.   Paragraph 1.03 H of “CHAPTER 4 - ROADWAY 
DESIGN & TECHNICAL CRITERIA” of the MMC specifies the minimum 
width of a driveway as 12 feet.  The drive serves no more than 3 homes, and it 
is reasonable to classify this road as a driveway.   

iv. Minturn Trail:  
1. The proposed cross section of the trail is shown on sheet DT.R1 The 

proposed section is a 10.0’ asphalt trail platform with 6” gravel 
shoulders.  Chapter 4 of the “Eagle County Regional Trails Plan 
(Trails Design and Construction Standards)”  requires the typical 
section to have a 10’ platform with a minimum of 1’ wide shoulders. 

2. Structural plans for the bridge crossing Game Creek need to be 
provided.   

3. The bridge will impact wetland vegetation and Applicant must 
provide Army Corps of Engineer approvals.    

v. CDOT Access Permits (Intersection of Minturn Road and US 24):  
The Developer has obtained a CDOT Access Permit for improvements to the 
intersection of Minturn Road and US 24. Developer proposes engineering 
plans and CDOT Notice to Proceed be submitted  prior to the construction of 
the 30th home. 

 
(6). Domestic water & sanitary sewer plans: Construction plans for domestic water & 

sanitary sewer are included in the submittal,  
1. Sanitary Sewer: ERWSD approval of the sanitary sewer plans has not 

been provided.  
2. Domestic Water: 

a. Plans specify C900 PVC water mains – Minturn requires the use of 
poly wrapped ductile iron pipe.  Please revise the pipe specification 
to conform to the requirements of section 3.2 of Appendix C of the 
ERWSD “STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR WATER MAINS.” 

b. Minturn requires service lines to be constructed with Type K copper 
tubing. Reference section 2.1.2 of APPENDIX B of the ERWSD 
“WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICE CONSTRUCTION 
SPECIFICATIONS”.    

c. There are no requirements for notification to neighbors or restrict 
the period of time the contractor will be allowed to shut down the 
existing water main to make connections.  Please include a note on 
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       Final Plan Review  
Project No. 19-0064 
 

the plans with these requirements.  This will also be on the agenda 
for the preconstruction meeting. 

d. There do not appear to be sufficient mainline valves to perform 
future repairs in reasonable segments of the main.  Public Works 
(John Volk and Arnold Martinez) needs to review and provide 
comments on valve locations.   

e. What is the plan for evacuation of air at the connection to the 
existing main at station 23+34? 

f. The Eagle River Fire Protection District reviewed the plans  and 
reported:  

i. Hydrants meet IFC and ERFPD requirements. 
ii. Apparatus access meets minimum requirements for fire 

suppression. 
g. There was discussion during Preliminary Plan hearings regarding 

utilizing common irrigation with one master meter.  Details for the 
master meter & irrigation mainlines need to be included in the plan 
set. 
 

(14 & 15) Phasing Plan:  Phasing is not proposed, however, an estimate for the cost of 
public and necessary improvements is required for inclusion in the Subdivision 
Improvements Agreement. Please refer to the MMC Section 17-5-70 
“Subdivision Improvements Agreement” comments below. 

 
MMC Section 17-5-70: 

(b) Preliminary Plat: Two draft Final Plats have been provided; UPPR 
Subdivision and Minturn North PUD.  Revised Final Plats were submitted 10/23 
and will be reviewed separately. 
 
(e) Grading & Drainage Plan: Please refer to the MMC Section 16-15-140 
comments above.  
   
(f) Utility plans: Please refer to the MMC Section 16-15-140 comments above.  
 
(g) Erosion Control Plans: Please refer to the MMC Section 16-15-140 
comments above. 
 

Subdivision Improvements Agreement: 
Engineers Cost Estimate:  Three estimates were provided for inclusion in the Subdivision 
Improvements Agreement:  

1. Onsite Improvements:   
a. The estimate is reasonable for the scope of work shown on the plans.  The 

estimate should be revised to include any plan revisions resulting from 
addressing plan review comments (such as common irrigation mains). 
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2. Off–site improvements – Minturn Road:  
a. There are no plans to form the basis for this estimate. The quantities for 

nearly one mile of road reconstruction appear low and need to be verified.  
Please update or provide the basis for the estimated quantities. 

b. Construction may not occur for up to three years, therefore, in addition to 
construction cost contingency, a contingency for construction cost 
escalation should be included.    

3. Offsite Improvements – US 24 access:   
a. The estimate provided for access was prepared by Yarnell Consulting & 

Civil Design LLC, dated August 7, 2020.   The estimate is 3 years old, unit 
prices are not current, and the estimate needs to be updated.  

b. Construction may not occur for up to three years, and a contingency for 
construction cost escalation should be included in addition to construction 
cost contingency.  

  
(3) The Applicant shall work with the Town to finalize any/all outstanding issues 

related to the draft Subdivision Improvements Agreement and associated 100% 
construction level plans prior to or concurrent with Final Plan/Plat application 
submittal. 

Please refer to the Subdivision Improvements Agreement comments in item 2 
above. 

 
(4) The Applicant shall continue dialogue with the Town Engineer about potential 

improvements to Taylor Avenue in line with potential capital improvements as 
determined and approved by the Minturn Town Council as part of the Town of Minturn 
Capital Improvements Plan, as amended from time to time. 

  The Development submittal shows construction of 53 gravel parking spaces at the 
north end of Taylor.  No other improvements to Taylor Ave. are proposed.  

  
(10) The Applicant shall work with the Town prior to any Final Plan/Plat application to update 

plans to add three (3) walkway connections and to provide details for materials and 
construction. Any plan details for additional trail connections added within the PUD shall 
be accompanied by engineer estimates of probable costs (to be included in Final Plan 
Subdivision Improvement Agreement documents) and shall include the following:  
(a) One (1) at the end of Miles End Lane access driveway serving Lots 6 and 7,  

connecting to Taylor Avenue. 
(b) One (1) at the cul-de-sac of Miles End Lane connecting to the ECO Trail along 

Minturn Road. 
(c) One (1) at the southern end of Miles End Lane connecting to Taylor Avenue. 
 
Easements for the trails have been included on the Plat of Minturn North PUD, however, 
details for the construction of the trails have not been provided. 
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(12) Current parking conditions along the West side of Taylor Avenue and within the Taylor 
Avenue Right-of-Way shall be maintained. 

 Constraints required rearrangement of the parking.  53 gravel spaces are 
proposed at the north end of Taylor Avenue. 

 
(15) The Applicant shall work with the Town prior to or concurrent with any Final Plan for 

PUD submission to determine locations where on street parking may be accommodated 
on or along Minturn Road. 

 There is no room in the Minturn Road Right of Way to add parking.  The ground 
falls off at a steep slope to the railroad yard and slopes steeply to the Minturn 
North Development to cover a high-pressure gas line.  Cars parked on the 2’ 
shoulder will encroach several feet into the travel lane creating a safety issue. 

 
(16) The Applicant shall facilitate additional review of any Final Plan/Plat documents with the 

Eagle River Fire Protection District prior to or concurrent with any Final Plan for PUD 
submission, to specifically confirm maneuverability, turn-arounds, and fire hydrant 
location. 

  Complete. Application includes an August 21, 2023 plan review. 
 
(19) The Applicant shall revise the Final Plat document as well as the Minturn North PUD 

Guide and/or project covenants to remove the “Dedication Parcel” from the PUD 
boundaries. 

  Complete – the Dedication Parcel has been removed from the PUD. 
 
(20) The Applicant shall revise the PUD Final Plan documents to include a Wildlife 

Mitigation Plan pursuant to Appendix “O” of the PUD Preliminary Plan application, to be 
reviewed and approved by Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) prior to or concurrent 
with any Final Plan/Plat application submission. 

   Complete – The Application includes a Wildlife Mitigation Plan. 
 
Preliminary Plat Conditions of Approval: 

(1) The Applicant shall work with Town staff to update the Updated Preliminary Plat prior to 
or concurrent with any Final Plan/Plat application to address any/all outstanding technical 
and/or legal requirements as noted in previous staff and consultant referral comments. 

Revised Final Plats were submitted 10/23 and will be reviewed separately.  
 

(2) The Applicant revised the Updated Preliminary Plat to add language specific to Tracts B 
and E, “Open Space,” as well as Tract C, “Dedication Parcel,” to reference and provide 
for snow storage uses. 

The Plat note has been revised to include “Snow Storage.” 
 

(3) The Applicant revise the Updated Preliminary Plat to add language and/or easements 
permitting public access on, over and through Tract D “R-O-W” for Miles End Lane, as 
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well as Tract G “Right of Way,” and associated “Access, Utility and Drainage” easement 
for Silver Star Trail. 

   Revised Final Plats were submitted 10/23 and will be reviewed separately. 
 
MMC Section 16-15-200:  

 Final Plan for PUD: Please refer to comments in the “Conditions of Approval” section above. 
 
MMC Section 17-6.40: 

(b) Final Plat: A revised Final Plat was submitted on 10/23 and will be reviewed separately. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this plan – please feel free to call with questions.  
 

Sincerely, 
Inter-Mountain Engineering 

 
Jeffery M. Spanel PE 

 
CC: Michelle Metteer; Madison Harris, Michael Sawyer 
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/ 

Dear Ms. Harris: 
 
The Colorado Geological Survey has reviewed the revised Minturn North Planned Unit Development (PUD) referral. 
The applicant proposes a 39-lot residential development on 13.485 acres in Minturn.  The site is bordered by Taylor 
Street on the east, Minturn Road on the west, and Game Creek on the north.  With this referral, CGS received a request 
for review (Email dated October 4, 2023), Final Plat (Slagle Survey Services, August 13, 2023), Cursory Mudflow 
Evaluation (August 21, 2023), and other documents.  CGS previously reviewed the Drainage Report (Wright Water 
Engineers, Inc. (WWE), December 2022), Geologic Hazard Review (Kumar & Associates, Inc., March 5, 2020), and 
Soils and Foundation Investigation (CTL Thompson, Inc., August 26, 2020) and we provided comments in our January 
29, 2021 and May 16, 2023 letters.  No new geological or geotechnical information was provided with the referral 
documents.    
 
As shown in Figure 1 and as referenced in WWE’s drainage 
study and CTL’ and Kumar’s reports, an alluvial/debris fan is 
located at the mouth of Game Creek, which could be a source of 
debris inundation during a flood event.  It should also be noted 
that existing residential structures are located within/adjacent to 
the mouth of Game Creek and within the alluvial/debris fan.  
WWE’s cursory mudflow evaluation states, “While the geologic 
mapping and existing topography indicate that the development 
site has historically seen active mudflows, there is no evidence 
of recent mudflow events in the area.”  However, a detailed 
mudflow/debris flow analysis for Game Creek was not included 
in their scope.  
 
As indicated by CTL (page 5) in their report and WWE (page 
18) in the drainage report, “Evaluations with regard to mud and 
debris flows should be completed and evaluated with regard to 
the proposed development.”  To the best of our knowledge, this 
evaluation(s) has not been conducted during our current and previous reviews of this development.  Based on the 
grading plans (sheets C.6 and C.7), a 2.5-foot high deflection berm is planned between Game Creek and Lots 1-5, 
and a trapezoidal ditch (24 inches deep) is proposed along the east side of the development.   However, CGS has 
yet to receive the mudflow/debris flow analysis for which this deflection berm was designed.  Without this 
analysis, whether the proposed berm will deflect/convey flows (hypercontracted flooding, mudflows, or debris 
flows) emanating from Game Creek is unknown.   WWE states in their cursory review, “This berm will help to 
reduce the risk of a mudflow from Game Creek impacting the development from the north,” but also states, 
“mudflow events could spill out of Game Creek and impact Taylor Street and the PUD from the west.”  CGS is 

COLORADO GEOLOGICAL SURVEY   

1801 Moly Road 
Golden, Colorado 80401 

 
 
 

 

October 23, 2023 

 

Madison Harris 

Town of Minturn 

Planner1@minturn.org 

 

 Matthew L. Morgan 
State Geologist and Director 
 

Location: 

NW¼ NW½ Section 26 

T5S, R81W of the 6th P.M. 

39.5938, -106.4304 
 

Subject: Minturn North Final Plan for Planned Unit Development 

Town of Minturn, Eagle County, CO; CGS Unique No. EA-21-0008 

Figure 1: Alluvial/Debris fan and mapped landslides within/adjacent 

to the project site. 

Alluvial/Debris 

Fan 

Project Area 
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EA-21-0008_3 Minturn North Final Plan for PUD 

1:51 PM, 10/23/2023 

concerned that the risk of debris flows/mudflows has not been assessed and that the berm does not eliminate the 
mudflow and debris flow hazards on the site and could exacerbate the risk to the existing development. 
 
CGS continues to agree with CTL and WWE and recommends the risk of flood hazards, mudflows, and debris 
inundation emanating from Game Creek to the alluvial/debris fan is evaluated for both the proposed and existing 
developments prior to approval.   CGS recommends expanding the existing drainage/hydraulic studies or a new study 
to analyze bulked flow dynamics associated with hyperconcentrated flooding emanating from Game Creek for 10-, 
25- and 100-year storm events.  In addition, we recommend the following: 
 

 Characterization of the source area and channel areas above the alluvial/debris fan. 
 Test pits or trenches to evaluate details on past deposition. Radiocarbon dating of debris flow deposits within 

the alluvial/debris fan can be used to estimate the age of events and reoccurrence interval.     
 A discussion of the anticipated probability of reoccurrence and volume and estimation of flow type, flow 

depth, deposition area, runout, gradation of debris, flow impact forces, streamflow inundation, and sediment 
burial depths.   

 
These hazards will increase due to events that reduce hillside vegetation, such as avalanche, disease, wildfire, 

grading, and other disturbances; debris flow mitigation structures should include an additional factor of safety to 

account for uncertainty and increased debris volume as a result of wildfires.  CGS recommends that the owners seek 

professional analysis after any wildfire that has impacted the basin and drainage to ensure its design is sufficient for 

changed conditions or if additional mitigation is necessary.  The proposed deflection berm, ditch, or any other 

mitigation due to the additional analysis will require ongoing inspection and maintenance to maintain effectiveness 

and must be designed, constructed, and maintained so that hazards to other properties and roads are not 

exacerbated. 

 

Once the building locations have been identified on the lots and prior to building permit approval, lot-specific 

geotechnical investigation consisting of drilling, sampling, lab testing, and analysis will be needed to characterize 

soil and bedrock engineering properties and evaluate the collapse potential of the fan deposits.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this project.  If you have questions or require further 
review, please call me at 303-384-2632 or email acrandall@mines.edu. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Amy Crandall, P.E.   
Engineering Geologist 

 

62

Section 11, ItemB.



 

TOWN OF MINTURN PLANNING COMMISSION  1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Minturn North Planned Unit Development 

 

Due to the size of the Minturn North PUD application, you can find it at the Active Planning 
Applications Page on the Town’s website. Please either click the following link or copy 
and paste it into your browser’s search bar.  
 
https://www.minturn.org/planning-zoning/pages/minturn-north-final-plan-and-final-plat-application 

 

1. Applicant’s Response to Referral Comments  
2. Narrative 
3. Appendix A: Property Legal Description  
4. Appendix B: Title Commitment  
5. Appendix C: Minturn North PUD Guide  
6. Appendix D: Water Rights Summary  
7. Appendix E: Pedestrian Circulation Map  
8. Appendix F: Vehicular Circulation Map  
9. Appendix G: Dimensional Limitations Table 
10. Appendix H : Locals Housing Deed Restriction  
11. Appendix I: Non-Resident Housing Deed Restriction  
12. Appendix J: Minturn North Covenants 
13. Appendix K: Wildlife Mitigation Plan 
14. Appendix L: Traffic Study  
15. Appendix M.1: Civil Engineering  
16. Appendix M.2: Water System Analysis Report  
17. Appendix M.3: Sanitary Sewer Analysis Report  
18. Appendix M.4: Drainage Report  
19. Appendix M.5 : Stormwater Quality Report  
20. Appendix M.6: Mudflow Cursory Evaluation 
21. Appendix N: Town of Minturn Ordinance No. 5 – Series 2020  
22. Appendix 0: Environmental Impact Reports  
23. Appendix P: Eagle County Schools Impact Statement 
24. Appendix Q: Financial Impact and Estimated Tax Revenue Report  
25. Appendix R: Subdivision Improvements Agreement  
26. Appendix S: Community Plan  
27. Appendix T: Character Area and Zone District Map  

Minturn Planning Department 
Minturn Town Center 
301 Boulder Street 
Minturn, Colorado 81645 

Minturn Planning Commission 
Chair – Lynn Teach 

Jeff Armistead 
Michael Boyd 
Amanda Mire 
Sage Pierson 

Tom Priest 
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TOWN OF MINTURN PLANNING COMMISSION  2 
 

28. Appendix U: Natural Resource Findings  
29. Appendix V: ERWSD Ability to Serve Letter  
30. Appendix W: Landscape Plan  
31. Appendix X: Consumptive Use Analysis  
32. Appendix Y.1: Minturn North Final Plat 
33. Appendix Y.2: Final UPRR Plat  
34. Appendix AA: Off-Site Improvements Engineers Cost Estimate 
35. Appendix AB: UPRR On-Site Work Agreement  
36. Appendix AC: Birch Ecological Wetlands Memorandum  
37. Appendix AD: CDOT Access Permit 
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TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE NO. 16 – SERIES 2023 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, 

COLORADO APPROVING THE FINAL SUBDIVISION PLAT 

FOR THE UPRR SUBDIVISION 

WHEREAS, the Town of Minturn (“Town”) is a Colorado home rule municipality 

organized pursuant to Article XX of the Colorado Constitution and with the authority of the Town 

of Minturn Home Rule Charter for which the Minturn Town Council (“Town Council”) is 

authorized to act; and 

WHEREAS, the Town is authorized by the Home Rule Charter and Section 31-23-301, 

C.R.S., to enact zoning and land use regulations; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 17, Subdivisions, of the Code, regulates the subdivision of lands 

within the Town; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of Chapter 17 is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens of the Town by providing for orderly, controlled development; by requiring disclosure to 

purchasers of unknown risks; and by establishing minimum standards for the design of land 

subdivision projects to ensure that all public and private facilities, including streets and other forms 

of access, drainage, water supply and sanitation improvements necessary to support human 

occupation on the land, are provided while also protecting the land form, streams and vegetation 

from the effects of excessive earthwork and deforestation resulting in extensive erosion and other 

forms of environmental deterioration; and 

WHEREAS, Sec. 16-15-10 - Purposes and general provisions, of the Code, establishes the 

purpose of the Planned Unit Development (“PUD”) Overlay Zone District which is to allow 

flexibility for landowners to creatively plan for the overall development of their land and to achieve 

the purpose and objectives of this Code and the Community Plan; and 

WHEREAS, Sec. 16-15-140 - Preliminary development plan submittal requirements, of 

the Code, states that where the PUD proposes activities that constitute a subdivision, the 

application for a preliminary plan for PUD shall also be required to meet the requirements of 

Chapter 17 of this Code regarding procedures for preliminary plat for subdivision; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 17, Article 6 of the Code governs the processing and review of Final 

Plat submittals; and  

WHEREAS, the Preliminary Plat for UPRR Subdivision (“Preliminary Plat”) was 

approved by Resolution No. 19, Series 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the Applicant submitted an application for Final Plat for UPRR Subdivision 

(“Final Plat”) on September 29, 2023; and  

WHEREAS, the Final Plat will subdivide the parcel into two separate parcels allowing the 

creation of the Planned Unit Development; and  
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WHEREAS, Sec. 17-6-20 - Planning Commission review, of the Code, states that the 

Planning Commission (“Commission”) shall review the Final Subdivision Plat and make findings 

that the plat is in conformance with the approved preliminary subdivision plat and meets the 

requirements for final subdivision plat; and  

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on October 11, 2023 the Commission 

recommended approval of the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat with conditions recommended by 

Town of Minturn Staff (“Town Staff”); and 

WHEREAS, Town Staff has determined that the Final Plat conforms with the Town’s 

applicable standards and that the Applicant has successfully addressed all conditions of approval 

contained in Resolution No. 19, Series 2023 or otherwise recommended by the Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Minturn Town Council finds that the Final Plat conforms with the Code’s 

applicable standards; and   

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds is necessary and proper to approve the UPRR 

Subdivision Final Plat.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF MINTURN, COLORADO: 

SECTION 1.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as if set forth in full. 

SECTION 2.  That the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat is hereby approved. 

SECTION 3. That the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat is hereby approved subject to the 

following conditions: 

1. The Applicant shall provide, and the Town of Minturn shall review and approve additional 

flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow hazards evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies prepared 

by a professional geotechnical engineer licensed in the State of Colorado and specifically 

related to the Game Creek Drainage and associated alluvial fan areas occurring within the 

Minturn North PUD boundaries. Such evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies shall 

specifically evaluate and assess the risk of potential flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow 

events, as well as the efficacy of proposed mitigation design and construction. Such 

evaluation(s), report(s), and/or studies shall be reviewed and approved by the Town 

Engineer and the Colorado Geological Survey; and any revisions to proposed mitigations 

shall be designed and submitted for review and approval by the Town and/or it’s consultants 

prior to the recording of the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat and/or the Minturn North PUD 

Subdivision Final Plat. 

2. The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer and Town Attorney to address and 

resolve all outstanding technical comments related to plat language and/or survey data prior 

to second reading of Ordinance No. 16, Series 2023. 
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INTRODUCED, READ BY TITLE, APPROVED ON THE FIRST READING AND ORDERED 

PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN 

WEBSITE THE ____ DAY OF __________ 2023.  A PUBLIC HEARING ON THIS 

ORDINANCE SHALL BE HELD AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO ON THE ____ DAY OF ____________ 2023 AT 

_____ p.m. AT THE MINTURN TOWN HALL 302 PINE STREET, MINTURN COLORADO 

81645. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 

 

  

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

  

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:    

 Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 

 

THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO, ORDAINS THIS ORDINANCE ENACTED ON 

SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN 

FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN WEBSITE THIS ___ DAY OF ______________ 2023. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 

 

  

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:   

Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 
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TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE NO. 17 – SERIES 2023 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, 

COLORADO APPROVING THE FINAL SUBDIVISION PLAT 

FOR THE MINTURN NORTH PUD 

WHEREAS, the Town of Minturn (“Town”) is a Colorado home rule municipality 

organized pursuant to Article XX of the Colorado Constitution and with the authority of the Town 

of Minturn Home Rule Charter for which the Minturn Town Council (“Town Council”) is 

authorized to act; and 

WHEREAS, the Town is authorized by the Home Rule Charter and Section 31-23-301, 

C.R.S., to enact zoning and land use regulations; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 17, Subdivisions, of the Code, regulates the subdivision of lands 

within the Town; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of Chapter 17 is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens of the Town by providing for orderly, controlled development; by requiring disclosure to 

purchasers of unknown risks; and by establishing minimum standards for the design of land 

subdivision projects to ensure that all public and private facilities, including streets and other forms 

of access, drainage, water supply and sanitation improvements necessary to support human 

occupation on the land, are provided while also protecting the land form, streams and vegetation 

from the effects of excessive earthwork and deforestation resulting in extensive erosion and other 

forms of environmental deterioration; and 

WHEREAS, Sec. 16-15-10 - Purposes and general provisions, of the Code, establishes the 

purpose of the Planned Unit Development (PUD) Overlay Zone District which is to allow 

flexibility for landowners to creatively plan for the overall development of their land and to achieve 

the purpose and objectives of this Code and the Community Plan; and 

WHEREAS, Sec. 16-15-140 - Preliminary development plan submittal requirements, of 

the Code, states that where the PUD proposes activities that constitute a subdivision, the 

application for a preliminary plan for PUD shall also be required to meet the requirements of 

Chapter 17 of this Code regarding procedures for preliminary plat for subdivision; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 17, Article 6 of the Code governs the processing and review of Final 

Plat submittals; and  

WHEREAS, the Preliminary Plat for Minturn North PUD (“Preliminary Plat”) was 

approved by Resolution No. 19, Series 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the Applicant submitted an application for Final Plat for Minturn North PUD 

(“Final Plat”) on September 29, 2023; and  

WHEREAS, the Final Plat will create various lots with building envelopes and open space 

areas and tracts; and  
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WHEREAS, Sec. 17-6-20 - Planning Commission review, of the Code, states that the 

Planning Commission (“Commission”) shall review the Final Subdivision Plat (“Final Plat”) and 

make findings that the plat is in conformance with the approved preliminary subdivision plat and 

meets the requirements for final subdivision plat; and  

WHEREAS, at its regular meeting held on October 11, 2023 the Commission 

recommended approval of the Minturn North PUD Final Plat with conditions recommended by 

Town of Minturn Staff (“Town Staff”); and 

WHEREAS, Town Staff has determined that the Final Plat conforms with the Town’s 

applicable standards and that the Applicant has successfully addressed all conditions of approval 

contained in Resolution No. 19, Series 2023 or otherwise recommended by the Commission; and 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 16, Series 2023 the Town Council approved the UPRR 

Subdivision Final Plat that creates the parcel which the Minturn North PUD Final Plat further 

subdivides; and 

WHEREAS, the Minturn Town Council finds that the Final Plat conforms with the Code’s 

applicable standards; and   

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds is necessary and proper to approve the Minturn North 

PUD Final Plat.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF MINTURN, COLORADO: 

SECTION 1.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as if set forth in full. 

SECTION 2.  That the Final Plat for Minturn North PUD is hereby approved. 

SECTION 3. That the Minturn North PUD Final Plat is hereby approved subject to the 

following conditions: 

1. The Applicant shall provide, and the Town of Minturn shall review and approve additional 

flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow hazards evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies prepared 

by a professional geotechnical engineer licensed in the State of Colorado and specifically 

related to the Game Creek Drainage and associated alluvial fan areas occurring within the 

Minturn North PUD boundaries. Such evaluation(s), report(s) and/or studies shall 

specifically evaluate and assess the risk of potential flood, mudflow, and/or debris flow 

events, as well as the efficacy of proposed mitigation design and construction. Such 

evaluation(s), report(s), and/or studies shall be reviewed and approved by the Town 

Engineer and the Colorado Geological Survey; and any revisions to proposed mitigations 

shall be designed and submitted for review and approval by the Town and/or it’s consultants 

prior to the recording of the UPRR Subdivision Final Plat and/or the Minturn North PUD 

Subdivision Final Plat. 
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2. The Applicant shall work with the Town Engineer and Town Attorney to address and 

resolve all outstanding technical comments related to plat language and/or survey data prior 

to second reading of Ordinance No. 16, Series 2023. 

 

INTRODUCED, READ BY TITLE, APPROVED ON THE FIRST READING AND ORDERED 

PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN 

WEBSITE THE ____ DAY OF __________ 2023.  A PUBLIC HEARING ON THIS 

ORDINANCE SHALL BE HELD AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO ON THE ____ DAY OF ____________ 2023 AT 

_____ p.m. AT THE MINTURN TOWN HALL 302 PINE STREET, MINTURN COLORADO 

81645. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 

 

  

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

  

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:    

 Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 

 

THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO, ORDAINS THIS ORDINANCE ENACTED ON 

SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN 

FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN WEBSITE THIS ___ DAY OF ______________ 2023. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 

 

  

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:   

Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 
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www.mountainlawfirm.com 
 

Glenwood Springs – Main Office       
201 14th Street, Suite 200 
P. O. Drawer 2030 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81602 

Aspen 
0133 Prospector Rd. 
Suite 4102J 
Aspen, CO 81611 

Montrose 
1544 Oxbow Drive 
Suite 224 
Montrose, CO 81402 

Office: 970.945.2261 
Fax:     970.945.7336 
*Direct Mail to Glenwood Springs 

 

 

 DATE: October 27, 2023 

 TO: Minturn Mayor and Council 

 FROM: Karp Neu Hanlon, P.C. 

 RE: Dissolution of GID 

 
 
Presented for Council’s consideration on first reading is an ordinance to dissolve the Town of Minturn 
General Improvement District (“GID”). The GID was created in 2008 as part of the various approvals 
for Battle Mountain. Despite the Battle Mountain PUD and subdivision approved not moving 
forward, the GID has remained an entity requiring an annual audit and approvals by the Town 
Council. As part of the settlement agreement with Battle Mountain, the Town and Battle Mountain 
agreed that the GID will be dissolved. 
 
Ordinance No. 18 will effectuate the dissolution of the GID. The ordinance notes that the GID 
currently has no debt. The account balance in the GID fund will be transferred to the Minturn general 
fund. After the ordinance is effective, it will be recorded in the public records of Eagle County. 
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TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE NO. 18 - SERIES 2023 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, 

COLORADO APPROVING THE DISSOLUTION OF THE 

TOWN OF MINTURN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT 

DISTRICT. 

WHEREAS, The Town of Minturn (“Town”), by Ordinance No. 24 – Series 2008, created 

the Town of Minturn General Improvement District, Town of Minturn, County of Eagle, Colorado 

(“General Improvement District”), recorded on January 29, 2009, at Reception No. 200901380; 

and 

WHEREAS, The Town designated certain improvements and services which were to be 

completed within the General Improvement District; and 

WHEREAS, Fifteen years have passed since the establishment of the General 

Improvement District, and the designated improvements have not been constructed; and 

WHEREAS, No debt has been incurred for which the General Improvement District has 

an obligation to repay; and 

WHEREAS, The General Improvement District has approximately $2,958.98 in 

unexpended funds; and  

WHEREAS, Pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 31-25-606, 31-25-607, 31-25-609 and 31-25-625, the 

Town, acting by and through the Minturn Town Council (“Town Council”) as the board of 

directors of the General Improvement District, may dissolve the General Improvement District at 

a duly noticed public hearing, after hearing any protests against or objections to such dissolution 

and upon a finding by the Town Council that such dissolution is in the best interests of the Town, 

so long as the General Improvement District has satisfied or paid in full all of its outstanding 

indebtedness, obligations, and liabilities, if any; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council at duly noticed public hearing considered the proposed 

dissolution of the General Improvement District and determined that the General Improvement 

District has satisfied or paid in full all of its outstanding indebtedness, obligations, and liabilities, 

if any, and such dissolution is in the best interest of the Town. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO: 

1. The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as if set forth in full. 

2. After consideration of any protests against or objections to the dissolution of the 

General Improvements District in accordance with C.R.S. §§ 31-25-607 and 31-25-625, the Town 

has determined the following: 

(a) The General Improvement District is no longer necessary. 
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(b) The General Improvement District has no outstanding indebtedness, 

obligations, or liabilities; and 

(c) Dissolution of the General Improvement District is in the best interests of 

the citizens of the Town, the owners of property located within the boundaries of the 

General Improvement District and all other concerned parties. 

3. In accordance with C.R.S. § 31-25-625, the Town hereby dissolves the General 

Improvement District.  This action has no effect on the existence, legal status, or continued right 

of public access over or through any road, easement or other property interest within the General 

Improvement District or obtained when the General Improvement District was created. 

4. Town Council directs the Town Clerk, on or promptly following the effective date 

of this Ordinance, to file a certified copy of this Ordinance for recording in the public records of 

the Eagle County Clerk and Recorder’s office and, in accordance with C.R.S. § 31-25-625, upon 

such recording, dissolution of the General Improvement District shall be complete. 

5. Following dissolution, the Town shall first utilize the General Improvement 

District’s unexpended funds to cover the Town’s costs incurred in dissolving the General 

Improvement District.  The Town shall then release any remaining unexpended funds to the Town’s 

general fund.  

74

Section 11, ItemE.



 

INTRODUCED, READ BY TITLE, APPROVED ON THE FIRST READING AND ORDERED 

PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN OF 

MINTURN WEBSITE THE ____ DAY OF __________ 2023.  A PUBLIC HEARING ON THIS 

ORDINANCE SHALL BE HELD AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO ON THE ____ DAY OF ____________, 2023 

AT _____ P.M. AT THE MINTURN TOWN HALL 302 PINE STREET, MINTURN 

COLORADO 81645. 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

  

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

By:   

Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 

THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO, ORDAINS THIS ORDINANCE ENACTED ON 

SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN 

FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN OF MINTURN WEBSITE THIS _____ DAY OF 

______________, 2023. 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

  

Earle Bidez, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

By:   

Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 
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To: Mayor and Council 
From: Michelle Metteer 
Date: November 1, 2023 
Agenda Item: Ordinance 19 - Series 2023 Amending Chapter 11, Streets, Sidewalks and 

Public Property to allow for the depositing of snow in the public right of 
way during specific timeframes.  

 
 

REQUEST: 
Review and approve Ordinance 19 - Series 2023 on first reading amending Chapter 11 of the 
Minturn Municipal Code to amend allow for the hand-shoveling of snow from sidewalks into 
the right of way on town owned streets. 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Minturn has held two public discussions on the topic of snow removal and the Snow Removal 
Plan. These discussions culminated in the adoption of the 2023/24 Minturn Snow Removal Plan; 
Resolution 30 – Series 2023. Within the Plan is identified the allowance for Minturn Residents 
to hand-shovel snow from sidewalks into the right of way of town owned streets. This is an 
effort to help mitigate the complications some residents face due to a lack of on-site snow 
storage. This also allows the Town to address other snow-related violations while following the 
Minturn Municipal Code in a fair and equitable manner.  

 
COMMUNITY INPUT: 
Residents, businesses, and snowplow contractors are encouraged to provide feedback. 

 
BUDGET / STAFF IMPACT: 
TBD. 

 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 
The comprehensive review and updating of the Town’s land use and subdivision regulations and 
processes aligns with the following key strategies: 

 
PRACTICE FAIR, TRANSPARENT AND COMMUNICATIVE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 
THE TOWN WILL SEEK TO MAKE INFORMED, DATA-BASED DECISIONS WITH A STANDARD OF “DOING 
IT RIGHT.” WITH AN HONEST APPROACH TO ALL ASPECTS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND A FOCUS ON 
THE PUBLIC PROCESS, THE TOWN COUNCIL AND STAFF ARE COMMITTED TO SERVING MINTURN 
WITH THE HONESTY AND INTEGRITY EXPECTED OF A SMALL-TOWN GOVERNMENT. 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION OR PROPOSED MOTION: 
Approve Ordinance 19 - Series 2023 Amending Chapter 11, Streets, Sidewalks and Public Property to 
allow for snow being deposited within the public right of way on town-owned streets between the 
hours of 4:00AM and 7:00AM. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

● Ordinance 19 - Series 2023 
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TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 
ORDINANCE NO. 19 – SERIES 2023 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO AMENDING 

CHAPTER 11 OF THE MINTURN MUNICIPAL CODE TO AMEND THE 
PROHIBITION OF (SNOW) DEPOSITS ON PUBLIC WAYS 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Minturn (“Town”) is a Colorado home rule municipality 

organized pursuant to Article XX of the Colorado Constitution and with the authority of the Town 
of Minturn Home Rule Charter for which the Minturn Town Council (“Town Council”) is 
authorized to act; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Minturn 2023-2025 Strategic Plan (hereinafter the “Strategic 

Plan”) seeks to “foster the authentic small town character that is Minturn,” and to “Lead Minturn 
to long-term viability while preserving its unique character and genuine mountain town 
community,” through specific strategic plan goals and policies; 

 
WHEREAS, the Strategic Plan contains four key strategies for implementation including 

“Practice fair, transparent and communicative local government,” “Long-term stewardship of the 
natural beauty and health of Minturn’s environment,” “Sustain and invest in the things that define 
Minturn as a proud, sturdy mountain town to “Keep Minturn, Minturn,” and “Advance 
decisions/projects/initiatives that expand future opportunity and viability for Minturn;” and 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution 30 – Series 2023 Approved the Minturn Snow Removal Plan 

which contains specific provisions in support of the proposed amendments to Chapter 11, Streets, 
Sidewalks and Public Property; and 

 
WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 05 – Series 2023 the Town Council adopted and amended 

the 2021 versions of the International Building Code, International Residential Code, International 
Fuel Gas Code, International Energy Conservation Code, International Plumbing Code, 
International Mechanical Code, International Property Maintenance Code, and International Fire 
Code, and National Electrical Code (collectively, the “International Codes”); and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 11.11 of the Home Rule Charter and Section 31-16-202, C.R.S. 

provides the Town the authority to adopt and amend building and energy codes to suit local 
conditions; and 

 
WHEREAS, on November 6, 2023, the Minturn Town Council approved this ordinance 

on first reading; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined, based on extended public discussions 
held during the public meetings scheduled June 7, 2023 and October 18, 2023, that the proposed 
amendment is in alignment with public sentiment. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
OF MINTURN, COLORADO: 
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SECTION 1. The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as if set forth in full. 
 

SECTION 2. Chapter 11 of the Minturn Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as 
follows, with additions shown in double underlined text and deletions shown in strike through text. 
Sections of Chapter 11 which are not expressly described in this Ordinance are deemed to continue 
to be in full effect without change. 

 
CHAPTER 11 – Streets, Sidewalks and Public Property 

 
* * * 

 
ARTICLE 1 – Snow Removal 

 
* * * 

Sec. 11-1-40. – Amendments. 

Sec. 11-1-40. - Deposits on public ways prohibited. 

(a) It is unlawful for any person to litter, track or deposit or cause to be littered, tracked or 
deposited, sand, gravel, rocks, mud, dirt, snow, ice or any other debris or material 
upon any street, sidewalk, alley or public place, or any portion thereof. 

(b) The provisions of this Section shall not be applicable: 

(1) Within the immediate area of any construction, maintenance or repair project of 
any street or alley or any water main, sewer main, electricity main, gas line, 
telephone line or any appurtenances thereto; 

(2) To deposits of sand, dirt or material necessary for the protection of the public 
safety; and 

(3) To public areas designated for the dumping or depositing of said materials. 

(4) For the purposes of hand-shoveling of snow from sidewalks to within the public 
right of way on town-owned streets between the hours of 4:00AM and 7:00AM. 

 
 

INTRODUCED, READ BY TITLE, APPROVED ON THE FIRST READING AND ORDERED 
PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN 
WEBSITE THE 1ST DAY OF NOVEMBER 2023. A PUBLIC HEARING ON THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE HELD AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 
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OF MINTURN, COLORADO ON THE 15TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 2023 AT 5:30 PM. AT THE 
MINTURN TOWN HALL 302 PINE STREET, MINTURN COLORADO 81645. 

 
TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 
 
 

Earle Bidez, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

By: 
Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 

 
 
 
 

THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO, ORDAINS THIS ORDINANCE ENACTED ON 
SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN 
FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN WEBSITE THIS 15TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 2023. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 
 
 
 

Earle Bidez, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

By:   
Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 
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To:  Mayor and Council 
From:  Jay Brunvand 
Date:   November 1, 2023 
Agenda Item: Acceptance of the Fiscal Year 2024 Annual Budget 
 

 
REQUEST:  
Fiscal Year 2024 Proposed Town of Minturn Budget Public Hearing. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
As required by Colorado State law, the Council must hold a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal 
Year 2024 budget. This Public Hearing has been published and posted for this meeting.  
 
ANALYSIS:  
As required by Colorado law, the Town has set one Public Hearing for the FY2024 Budget, this 
November 1st meeting. Although further discussion will ensue through final adoption of the 
budget on December 6, 2023 and the public will be allowed to comment at each meeting, this is 
the one and only official Public Hearing. To date, Staff has taken your comments and suggestions 
and incorporated them into the FY2024 Budget as well as comments and direction given during 
the previous several meetings which have occurred over the past several months.  In the event 
any material changes come forth from the Public Hearing process or Council direction, those 
changes also will be included in the scheduled final passage of the budget ordinances on 
December 6th. I will distribute an updated budget document thereafter as the final changes are 
processed.  
 
As a reminder, depending on the outcome of the November 7 election, it is possible we will see 
bumps in the final deadlines for budget adoption and submittal to the County and the State. It is 
also possible that the governor will call for a potential legislative special session to further address 
the property tax assessments. Again, this is possible and potential, and nothing is set in stone. I 
will keep Council and citizens informed as events evolve. Although it appears that passage of 
Proposition HH will have minimal effect on the town, a Special Session could very well have 
possible major impacts on our proposed property tax revenues for 2024.  
 
Following is the Public Hearing procedure recommended that you follow in order to make sure 
everything is covered procedurally and legally. 
 

(a) The Mayor will introduce the agenda item and announce the Public Hearing as “I hereby 
by call to order the Public Hearing for the purpose of discussion and comment on the 
fiscal year 2024 proposed budget and to gather input, pro or con, on the proposed 
Minturn Town Budget for the fiscal year January 1 through December 31, 2024.  Any 
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citizen that would like to speak needs to clearly state their name and physical address for 
the record from the podium (even if they are known by all.)”  

(b) Staff Presentation – Brunvand and Metteer 
(c) Take citizen input 
(d) Close the Public Hearing 
(e) Council discussion on the budget and comment on the Public Hearing if any.   
(f) Announce this is the official Public Hearing on the Fiscal Year 2024 Preliminary Budget 

and citizens are encouraged to contact the Town Hall with questions or comments during 
regular business hours at 970-827-5645.  

 
Updates on Council direction regarding previously presented information: 

a. The Town will not proceed with additional leases on the UPRR land as we are unable to 
secure long-term leases thereby limiting our use options. 

b. Direction was given to double the salaries of the Mayor and the Town Council. This 
direction will be effective as each seat stands for election beginning in April 2024. An 
Ordinance memorializing this will be forthcoming.  

c. At this point, there will not be an increase in metered water fees proposed for 2024. Staff 
is asking direction for non-metered use and requesting the nonmetered rate be triple the 
metered rate. Staff will continue to explore a fully tiered rate structure similar to what 
ERWSD provides.  

d. Changes were made to pull most of the payroll expenses from the Enterprise Fund and 
transfer those expenses to the General Fund.  

e. Staff bid out our employee insurance policies in an effort to identify potential cost savings. 
The industry is seeing historic increases of double-digit inflation in the health insurance 
field. Although we found remaining with our current package to be the most cost 
effective, we were able to actually reduce our medical insurance by a small percentage 
essentially maintaining our 2023 costs. This was accomplished by restructuring our fees 
recognizing a three-tiered system over our current two-tiered. Further, our dental 
insurance has notified us we will not have an increase in 2024 costs. 

f. Norman and Nelson Avenues street repairs will move forward. 
g. Bellm Bridge feasibility study will move forward.  
h. The town will contract for a reserve study on the Town Hall capital expense needs. 
i. After review, the town hall apartment leases will be moved to a tiered rate based on town 

employee, first responder, other renter status. Additionally, the lease lot leases will 
increase. These increases will generate $2,400 and $9,000 respectively. 

j. Standard business license fees will decrease. Home business license fees will increase and 
Short Term Rental license fees will increase to $300/room. Contractor license fees will 
switch to an annual renewal system.  

 
COMMUNITY INPUT: 
Staff has scheduled a Public Hearing on the budget at the November 1, 2023 Council Meeting and 
a Public Hearing is included in each of the Ordinances to adopt the four Ordinances used to 
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formally approve the budget funding. The public is encouraged to contact the Council or Staff to 
review any questions or comments they might have. Throughout this process any comments 
offered will be reviewed and as directed by Council items of concern will be discussed and may 
be included within the final budget document. The final approval of the budget will be on 
December 6, 2023. 
 
BUDGET / STAFF IMPACT: 
The annual fiscal budget sets forth projected income and expenses and sets forth a plan to 
achieve our stated goals. The budget will appropriate reserves, revenues and expenses and set 
the mill levy and fees for the ensuing year. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 
In accordance with Strategy #1 to practice fair, transparent, and communicative local 
government.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION OR PROPOSED MOTION:  
Motion to accept the Fiscal Year 2024 Draft Annual Budget and set Public Hearing at 5:30pm on 
November 1, 2023 to be held in the Council Chambers and via ZOOM at 302 Pine St, Minturn.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  The FY2024 Budget document is provided under separate cover from the packet 
and is available on the town website. 
 

 
Previously presented information: 
 
GENERAL FUND (01): 
INCOME: 

 Property Tax (01-00-4010) – The amount reported in the Certification of Values represents a 
49% INcrease over 2023. As a reminder, in 2019 statewide General Election included a question 
to reduce the impact of the Gallagher Amendment. This ballot question passed and froze the 
Residential Assessment value at 7.15%. However, several laws have been passed by the state 
legislature in addition to the 2023 ballot measure “HH”, all intended to lessen the impacts of 
rising property values. Such actions have reduced the Residential and Commercial assessment 
values and exemption allowances within the calculations. It is noted some of these changes are 
long term while others are short term which will cause our Property Tax revenues to flux over 
the coming years. 

 Staff’s continued concern with all revenues is to not spend money before we have it yet balance the 
probability of projects coming to fruition.  

 Lodging Tax (01-00-4039) has been growing year over year showing a slow gain. This is due to more 
units and rental nights of those units as well as a more developed and uniform collection system 
locally and statewide. Rental owners submit sales tax to the state for distribution to Minturn and 
submit Lodging Taxes directly to Minturn. Changes in the state laws have made it easier for 
companies like AirBnB to submit their sales taxes directly to the state for distribution to Minturn.  
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 Sales Tax (01-00-4040 and 4050) is growing and to fairly represent realistic numbers. For budget 
purposes, I have used the prior two years in comparison to the year-to-date current collections and 
developed a reasonable number. For most of the 2023 thus far we have been below month over 
month estimates compared to 2022. I will continue to watch this develop but at this point I am 
reasonably comfortable with this calculation. The state requires companies who sell online from 
both intra and interstate to collect and submit sales tax where the goods are received. Prior to this, 
on-line sales were either not taxed or taxed from the corporate home office. These payments are 
made to the state and distributed to the town monthly.  

 The town has seen multiple PUD development applications which have yet to come to fruition. 
Although we anticipate at least a portion of these new units, it is difficult to predict when 
development will occur.   Although these projects could provide a large increase in the town’s 
budget numbers, weighted against the water tap moratorium we are in a wait-and-see position. 
Again, I try not to budget for funds until they are “in hand”. 

 Currently we have 8 leases on the lease lot budgeted for 2024. This includes the concrete plant, and 
seven others in the developed area behind the berm, plus fees received from snow dump charges. 
(01-00-4516 thru 4526) plus we lease land and accept single dumps of snow from outside sources. 
These revenue sources allow for diversification of town revenues and accounts for a budgeted 
$150,500 income. This diversified income represents 18% of the estimated amount collected in 
property and 13% of the estimated sales tax. Overall, this income accounts for 5% of our total 
budgeted General Fund revenues for 2024.  

 In recent years the town has earned upwards of 2.5% interest (01-00-4540) on our liquid cash 
investments. As a result of COVID this dropped to less than 1/10%. This downward earning cycle is 
reversing as the Federal Reserve continues to raise interest rates in an attempt to stabilize the 
economy. As a result of these higher yields I have budgeted $100,000 in 2024. There are signs these 
interest rate increases will cease and probably decline. As a result, this number will be monitored.  

 
EXPENSE: 

 Due to unknown factors, the Council is budgeted for 24 regular meetings and 4 additional special 
meetings. This is inline with the needs of 2022 and 23. In April of 2024 we will hold our biannual 
municipal election, therefore, a Council retreat will be scheduled for late spring 2024. 

 For all Employee insurance plans I have budgeted a 10% increase. As with everything, insurance costs 
are being hit by the economy. As a result, Staff has bid out our insurance coverage in an effort to test 
the market for better pricing. The good news is that we are seeing some positive numbers, the bad 
news is we will still anticipate a 10-15% overall increase in 2024 rates. In an industry that has seen 
10-40% annual increases and wild fluctuations in the private markets in recent years, Staff has been 
able to maintain average annual growth of 3-5% and feels this continues to be a tremendous success 
in cost management.  

 Some of the more beneficial community organizations have been funded in separate line items. For 
example, The Vail Valley Partnership will be funded at $3,850 (01-01-5235) and the Minturn 
Community Fund is funded at $15,000 (01-05-5275), the Minturn Bike Park is funded at $15,000 (01-
06-5357) and the Minturn Fitness Center at $5,000 (01-06-5354). This is in addition to substantial in-
kind contributions.  

 It appears promising that Minturn has or will be settling several lawsuits against the town. As a result 
of recent, Minturn is budgeting in the General Fund alone for a combined legal and engineering 
budget (01-01-5220 – 5222) of $291,000. This is down from 2023’s $632,223 total. The 2022 budget 
for legal, which was doubled over 2021, was approved by Council at $200,000. Between 2015 and 
2020 the town’s legal average was $83,750, 2018 was $187,000 and in 2021 it was $265,750 based 
on monthly averages.  
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 The Planning Department budget for 2024 includes a staff planner, a new position for Code 
Enforcement/Public works, a contracted planner and a small bank for consultants. In addition the 
Building Inspection services shows an increase in anticipation of increased need with several 
upcoming developments.  

 The Police and Legal Department includes the contracted police services agreement with the Eagle 
County Sheriff’s Office and a contribution to the Wildfire Fund. The police contract with Eagle County 
Sheriff was renegotiated in late 2022 and effective in 2023.  

 Town Events and promotions (01-05-5275) includes one staff and is budgeted at $100,000 in 2023 
which includes $15,000 for the summer concert series.  

 The Public Works Department includes funding for some contracted snow plow/removal services, 
$5,000 plus in-kind for the Minturn Fitness Center, and $15,000 plus in-kind for the Minturn Bike 
Park.  

 Public Building Repair and Maintenance (01-06-5290) is budgeted at $15,000 and used to assist in 
maintenance and upgrades to our facilities. This line item will need significant increasing in the 
coming years as the town’s infrastructure ages. 

 Maintenance and improvements for streets and sidewalks has been increased to $125,000 (01-06-
5352) in an effort to better support our infrastructure needs. This does not include any work on 
Phase 2 of the Sidewalk project. A small ramp-up portion of Phase 2 of the Sidewalk will be funded in 
Fund 06 with proceeds from the Construction Use Tax. 
 

ENTERPRISE FUND (02): 

 Water rates will be discussed at the October 18th Council Meeting. During this meeting we will firm 
up the actual water rates as well as the Debt Service fees, Tap fees, System Improvement Fees, and 
Cash in Lieu fees. 
 
As part of this review and adoption of the CIP plan water rates, debt needs, and other sources of 
funding have been examined completely and will require probable rate increases, grant applications, 
and even the issuance of additional debt to undertake all the necessary improvements.  
 
Council and Staff will continue to evaluate our system and the pressing needs with funding 
opportunities to help accomplish our needs and goals. Recent accomplishments are the connection 
of Well #4 to the Clear Well for purification purposes, near completion of new water storage tank, 
installation of a water loss detection system, replacement of all but the last remaining water meters 
in town, and much needed repairs to the plant and distribution system.  

 Annual H2O water right maintenance (02-06-5352) will increase approximately 14% on top of 2023’s 
4% increase. The $160,000 covers the Cross Creek flow gage station and water rights of 5acre ft, 
20acre ft, and 50acre ft through the Colorado River Distirct. The gage station shows expense; 
however, CBS/Viacom pays 1/3 of this cost.  

 With the pending needs in the Enterprise Fund of water plant and distribution line work, it will be 
important that we save where we can and manage our reserves in the coming several years. Our 
water rates are admittedly steep as are the expenses and the estimated capital needs, all must be 
weighed as best we can given that water rates were kept artificially low for decades and 
maintenance was deferred in anticipation of Battle Mountain providing new infrastructure.  

 
Conservation Trust Fund (03): 

 FY2024 expenditures in this fund include $61,000 to stain and treat the wood of the Little Beach Park 
stage, Eagle River Park restroom, and the Town Manager’s house. The roof at the Manager’s House 
will be assessed and money is included in the event it is necessary to replace or repair. This 
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maintenance is scheduled every five years or so. The work was originally scheduled for 2022 but 
after review it was determined to wait and see in light of assessments made.  
 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUND (04): 

 FY2024 reflects a $105,223 transfer to the Capital Fund. A Fund balance of approximately $10,000 will 
remain in Fund 04 for fixed asset needs or to accrue for larger projects in future years. The interfund 
transfer will be to accommodate non-Enterprise Fund expenses. The revenue in this fund is derived 
from rents paid by the USPO and the two residential units within the Town Hall. The rate structure for 
2024 has been reviewed and discussed with Council. A new rate structure for the residential units was 
approved by Council at the September 20 meeting and included in this revenue. 

 
CAPITAL FUND (06): 

 The Capital Fund recognizes revenues resulting from the implementation of the Construction Use Tax 
and the previously noted income from the Special Revenue Fund transfer.  

 $250,000 has been allocated for Phase II of the sidewalk project engineering services. Actual  
construction is anticipated in 2025. 

 Little Beach Park (06-01-5310) is budgeted for $260,000 as a place holder. These funds are maintained 
in a savings account per the previous BMD funding agreements. These funds are held only for 
development in Little Beach Park and will be utilized once a development plan is approved.  

 

 Budget Review during upcoming meetings (Budget page 70): 
o 10/18/23 

 Session under Discussion and Direction for Council to discuss the budget as relates to 
water rates in the Enterprise Fund and consider questions or direction from Council. 
This will begin with a short presentation and then discussion of major projects 
scheduled.  

 Q&A 
o 11/01/23 

 Public Hearing on FY2024 Budget (this is the ONLY public hearing) 
 GID public hearing and approval 
 Q&A 

o 11/15/23 
 Discussion of revenue changes as a result of the statewide general election 
 First Reading of Budget approval Ordinances 

 Review of 2023 Supplemental Appropriations 
 Q&A 

o 12/6/23 
 Second and final reading of Budget approval Ordinances 
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FUTURE MEETING AGENDA ITEMS 
Below reflects proposed topics to be scheduled at future Town Council meetings and is 

informational only. Dates and topics are subject to change.  

 

November 1, 2023 

 Ord___ - Series 2023 – (Second Reading) An Ordinance amending the Minturn 

Municipal Code to exempt Fire Sprinkler Systems for Single Family structures under 

6000sf from the Residential Building Code.  

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (First Reading) Minturn North PUD Final Plat 

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (First Reading) Minturn North Final Plan for PUD 

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Amending the Minturn Municipal 

Code to allow for Hand Shoveling of Snow from the sidewalk to a Town-Owned Street 

between the Hours of 4:00AM and 7:00AM.  

 Ordinance__ - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Approving the Dissolution of 

the General Improvement District 

 FY 2024 Budget – Public Hearing 

 

November 15, 2023 

 Eagle County Gives Day Proclamation – Nov 15, 2023 

 Special Presentation – November 2023 Election Review (as needed)  

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (Second Reading) Minturn North PUD Final Plat 

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (Second Reading) Minturn North Final Plan for PUD 

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (Second Reading) An Ordinance Amending the Minturn Municipal 

Code to allow for Hand Shoveling of Snow from the Sidewalk to a Town-Owned Street 

Between the Hours of 4:00AM and 7:00AM.  

 Resolution __ - Series 2023 Minturn North PUD Subdivision Improvement Agreement  

 FY 2024 1st Reading of Budget Ordinances 

 

December 6, 2023 

 Special Presentation – Bolts Reservoir Project Update (ERWSD) 

 Discussion/Direction – Minturn Cemetery Fence & Wildlife Encounters/Deaths 

 Discussion/Direction – Downtown Development Authority Feasibility Assessment 

 Discussion/Direction – Metro District code provisions 

 FY 2024 2nd Reading of Budget Ordinances 

 Discussion/Direction – Magnesium Chloride use on HWY 24 

 

December 20, 2023 (TBD)  

 Discussion/Direction – Battle Diligence Environmental Matters – Polly Jessen 

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Amending the Exemption Plat Process 

Town of Minturn 
301 Boulder St #309 
Minturn, CO 81645 

970-827-5645 
council@minturn.org 

www.minturn.org 
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 Ord__ - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Rezoning the Battle North Property 

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Amending Chapter 13 and Appendix 

C of the MMC to Exempt Battle North Water Service Requirements 

 Ord__ - Series 2023 (First Reading) An Ordinance Amending MMC Sec. 16-21-

710(b)(2) Addressing Development Agreements and Vested Rights 

 

 

Dates to be Determined: 

 (Pending) Resolution Approving the Belden Place Settlement 

 Reassessment of the Minturn Single Family Equivalent (SFE) Definition 

 Irrigation Tiered water rate structure 

 Single Family Tiered Water Rate Structure 
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