
 PLANNING COMMISSION 
SPECIAL HYBRID MEETING AGENDA 

 

Wednesday, November 15, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS LOCATION 
Chair: Michael Murphy Mercer Island Community & Event Center and Zoom 
Vice Chair: Adam Ragheb Luther Burbank Meeting Room 104 
Commissioners: Kate Akyuz, Angela Battazzo, 8236 SE 24th Street | Mercer Island, WA 98040 
Carolyn Boatsman, Chris Goelz, and Victor Raisys (206) 275-7706 | www.mercerisland.gov 
 

We strive to create an inclusive and accessible experience. Those requiring accommodation for  
Planning Commission meetings should notify the Deputy City Clerk’s Office 3 days prior to the meeting at 

(206) 858-3150 or by emailing deborah.estrada@mercerisland.gov. 
 

Registering to Speak: Individuals wishing to speak live during appearances, must register with the Deputy City 
Clerk by 4pm on the day of the Planning Commission meeting. Register at (206) 858-3150 or email 
deborah.estrada@mercerisland.gov. Each speaker will be allowed three (3) minutes to speak.  

If providing comments using Zoom, staff will permit temporary video access when it is your turn to speak. Please 
activate the video option on your phone or computer, ensure your room is well lit, and kindly ensure that your 
background is appropriate for all audience ages. Screen sharing will not be permitted, but documents may be 
emailed to planning.commission@mercergov.org. 

Join by Telephone at 6:00 pm: Call 253.205.0468 and enter Webinar ID 838 3117 5720, Passcode 046071.  

Join by Internet at 6:00 pm:  
1) Click this Link  
2) If the Zoom app is not installed on your computer, you will be prompted to download it.  
3) If prompted for Webinar ID, enter 838 3117 5720, Passcode 046071 

Join in person at 6:00 pm: Mercer Island Community & Event Center – 8236 SE 24th Street, Mercer Island, Rm 104 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL, 6 PM 

SPECIAL BUSINESS 

1. 2024 Annual Docket: Review Proposed Amendment 18 – Land use map amendment and rezone 
of the Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC) property. 

A. Appearance of Fairness Questions 

1) Opportunity for Challenges 

B. Public comment 

C. Presentation from Proposal Proponents (3 minutes) 

D. Presentation from City (3 minutes) 

E. Planning Commission Deliberations  

F. Adopt Findings on Docketing Criteria 

G. Recommendation 
Recommended Action: Make a recommendation to the City Council on whether to 
include Proposed Amendment 18 in the final docket. 

PUBLIC APPEARANCES 
This is the opportunity for anyone to speak to the Commission about issues of concern.  
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REGULAR BUSINESS 

2. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for October 25, 2023. 
Recommended Action: Approve minutes. 
 

3. 2024 Annual Docket: Review Proposed Amendments 1-10 and 12-17 

A. Presentations from Proposal Proponents (3 minutes per proposal) 

B. Presentation from City (3 minutes per proposal) 

C. Planning Commission Deliberations  

D. Recommendation 
Recommended Action: Make a recommendation to the City Council on the proposed 
amendments to include in the final docket. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

4. Deputy Director's Report 
A. Meeting Schedule: 

1) November 20, 2023 Special Meeting (if needed) 
2) November 22, 2023 Regular Meeting – CANCELED 
3) December 6, 2023 Special Meeting 
4) December 27, 2023 Regular Meeting - CANCELED 

5. Planned Absences for Future Meetings 

ADJOURNMENT 
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To: Planning Commission 

From: Alison Van Gorp 

Date: November 15, 2023 

RE: 2024 Annual Docket – Proposed Amendment 18 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The City provides an annual opportunity for the public to propose amendments to the Comprehensive Plan 
and development regulations. The proposed amendments are compiled, along with the City’s proposed 
amendments, on a docket.  The docket is preliminarily reviewed by the Planning Commission and City Council 
for a determination on which, if any, proposed amendments will be advanced for full review in the coming 
year.  Amendments selected by the City Council for the “final docket” are then put on the Community Planning 
and Development (CPD) work program, typically for the next calendar year or when time and resources permit. 
This memo outlines the process for evaluating Proposed Amendment 18, which was applied for by the Stroum 
Jewish Community Center and concerns redesignating/rezoning their property to Commercial Office. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Docket Process 
The Mercer Island City Code (MICC) describes the formal process for soliciting and reviewing docket 
proposals in section 19.15.230 MICC: 

“D. Docketing of Proposed Amendments. For purpose of this section, docketing refers to 
compiling and maintaining a list of suggested changes to the comprehensive plan in a 
manner that will ensure such suggested changes will be considered by the city and will be 
available for review by the public. The following process will be used to create the docket: 

1. Preliminary Docket Review. By September 1, the city will issue notice of the 
annual comprehensive plan amendment cycle for the following calendar year. The 
amendment request deadline is October 1. Proposed amendment requests received 
after October 1 will not be considered for the following year’s comprehensive plan 
amendment process but will be held for the next eligible comprehensive plan 
amendment process. 

a. The code official shall compile and maintain for public review a list of 
suggested amendments and identified deficiencies as received throughout 
the year. 

b. The code official shall review all complete and timely filed applications 
proposing amendments to the comprehensive plan or code and place 
these applications and suggestions on the preliminary docket along with 
other city-initiated amendments to the comprehensive plan or code. 

c. The planning commission shall review the preliminary docket at a public 
meeting and make a recommendation on the preliminary docket to the 
city council each year. 

d. The city council shall review the preliminary docket at a public meeting. 
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By December 31, the city council shall establish the final docket based on 
the criteria in subsection E of this section. Once approved, the final docket 
defines the work plan and resource needs for the following year’s 
comprehensive plan and code amendments.” 

Public notice of the opportunity to submit docket requests was provided in the permit bulletin and on the City 
website between August 7, 2023 and September 6, 2023, as well as on August 9 and September 6, 2023 in the 
Mercer Island Reporter. Only Proposed Amendment 18 will be considered as a part of this staff memo and the 
docket application submitted by the Stroum Jewish Community Center for this proposed amendment is included 
in Attachment 1.  Public comment on the proposal is included in Attachment 2. 

Docketing Criteria 
The City Code prescribes that proposed comprehensive plan and development code amendments should 
only be recommended for the final docket if the amendment will meet the criteria in MICC 19.15.230(E): 

“E. Docketing Criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a 
proposed amendment is added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 

1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 

a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has 
directed, such a change; or 

b. All of the following criteria are met: 

i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately 
addressed through the comprehensive plan or the code; 

ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, 
necessary to review the proposal, or resources can be provided by 
an applicant for an amendment; 

iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are 
more appropriately addressed by an ongoing work program item 
approved by the city council; 

iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing 
specifically identified goals of the comprehensive plan or a new 
approach supporting the city’s vision; and 

v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome 
have not been considered by the city council in the last three 
years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 
proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances 
that justifies the need for the amendment.” 

 

CPD Work Plan 
The docketing criteria, shown above, include a requirement that the City “can provide resources, including 
staff and budget, necessary to review the proposal”.  As has been the case in the last several years, City staff 
capacity for legislative review is limited.  In addition, the existing CPD work plan already includes several 
major work items that will continue in 2024, summarized below.  Any work items added to the docket will 
need to be additive to the items already on the work plan:.  
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1. Periodic Update of the Comprehensive Plan: work on the periodic update will continue through 2024, 
including significant work on the Parks Zone and Housing Element (due for completion by December 
2024). 
 

2. Legislatively Mandated Residential Amendments (HB 1110, HB 1337): the City must undertake several 
substantial code amendments to comply with recent housing-related legislation. The City will also 
undertake additional amendments related to the previously panned Residential Development Standards 
(RDS) code update. This work will begin as the periodic update of the Comprehensive Plan concludes in 
late 2024 and must be completed by June 30, 2025. 

The existing work plan items represent a significant amount of CPD staff time, as well as a significant 
portion of the available Planning Commission, City Council and community bandwidth.  Staff anticipate the 
periodic update of the Comprehensive Plan will require all of the time available at the Planning 
Commission’s monthly meetings through mid-2024 and will likely also require additional special meetings.  
The City Council will then begin their review, which will also require several meetings.  The Planning 
Commission will need to begin review of the legislatively-mandated residential code amendments in the last 
quarter of 2024. 
 
As such, time available for review and consideration of additional docket items will be extremely limited.  
Each item added to the final docket typically requires at least three touches by the Planning Commission 
and two by the City Council, a process that usually takes 6 months or more to complete. Thus, if new items 
are added to the docket and CPD work plan for consideration in 2024, it is very likely that they would need 
to be carried over into 2025 or beyond. 

 
 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION 
Proposed Amendment 18 is quasi-judicial in nature (i.e. it pertains to rezoning a specific property), and will 
need to be reviewed separately from the other docket proposals, utilizing special procedures as 
recommended by the City Attorney’s Office (more details provided below).  Thus, the review process will be 
bifurcated to enable Proposed Amendment 18 to be reviewed via this separate/special process, followed by 
review of the remaining proposed amendments through the more typical process. 

The Planning Commission will need to review the Proposed Amendment 18 and make a recommendation to 
the City Council on whether it should be included in the final docket. The Planning Commission should 
consider the criteria from MICC 19.15.230 (E), provided above, to determine whether to recommend adding a 
project to the final docket.  The decision must be based on the docketing criteria – this is a decision on 
whether the proposal meets the criteria and can, therefore, be placed on the docket and advanced for future 
legislative review.  It is not a decision on the merits of the proposal.  Please carefully consider the workload for 
CPD staff and the Planning Commission related to the recommended items, especially in light of existing work 
plan items already planned for 2024 (discussed above). 

Quasi-Judicial Proceedings 
As outlined in the meeting agenda, a “special business” item has been placed at the start of the meeting.  
During this time, the Commission will review Proposed Amendment 18 following a quasi-judicial process.  This 
process is intended to create a separate and distinct record for this matter so that the Planning Commission 
can consider the proposal in a fair and unbiased fashion.  The decision being made is whether to docket the 
proposed amendments for further consideration and legislative review in the future.  The Commission should 
limit their consideration of this matter to the information that is on the record, including the written public 
comments attached to this memo and those received during the public comment period during the November 
15 meeting and to the criteria for docketing proposals. 
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These proceedings will begin with a series of questions on the appearance of fairness directed to each 
commissioner.  After the appearance of fairness questions are completed, the public will have the opportunity 
to challenge any of the responses from Commissioners in regards to the appearance of fairness.  
Commissioners may respond to any challenges and then would need to make their own decision as to 
whether or not to recuse themselves from these proceedings.   

After the appearance of fairness process concludes, public comment on the proposal will be heard.  In 
addition to the live comments, any written comments received after the publication of the agenda packet will 
need to be read into the record by City staff.  The proposal proponents will then have 3 minutes to speak to 
the proposal, followed by 3 minutes for a presentation by City staff.  Each party may take an additional minute 
to rebut the remarks of the other party.  After the remarks and any rebuttals, the Planning Commission will 
move into deliberations on the proposal.  Motions will be needed to adopt findings on whether the proposal 
meets each of the docketing criteria in MICC 19.15.230(E).  Finally, the Commission will need to make a 
motion on whether to recommend the City Council include Proposed Amendment 18 in the final docket. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 18  

Proposed By: Stroum Jewish Community Center 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map, Zoning Map 

Proposal Summary: These amendments will redesignate the SJCC’s property as Commercial-Office on the 

Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map and the Zoning Map. 

Staff Comments: The property proposed to be redesignated/rezoned is adjacent to the existing Commercial-

Office zone.  Approving these amendments could allow more intense development on the subject property, 

under the development regulations that pertain to commercial development in MICC 19.04 and 19.12. 

Docketing Criteria:  

1. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately addressed through the 
comprehensive plan or the code; 
The proposed amendment meets this criterion.  A Land Use Map amendment and 
Zoning map amendment are appropriately addressed through amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan and development code, respectively. 
 

2. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to review 
the proposal, or resources can be provided by an applicant for an amendment; 
The proposed amendment is a low priority for staff/budget resources. This is a large 
project and will require considerable time for review.  Given the existing 
commitments of staff time in the CPD work plan, if this proposal is docketed, it is 
unlikely to be able to be completed in 2024 and it may need to be carried over to a 
future year for review. 
 

3. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are more appropriately 
addressed by an ongoing work program item approved by the city council; 
The proposed amendment does not raise policy or land use issues that are related to 
an ongoing work program approved by the city council.   
 

4. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified 
goals of the comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city’s vision;  
Relevant goals and policies from the current Comprehensive Plan include:  

 GOAL 17: With the exception of allowing residential development, commercial 
designations and permitted uses under current zoning will not change. 
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 Policy 17.4: Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are 
predominantly located in single family residential areas of the Island. 
Development regulation should reflect the desire to retain viable and healthy 
social, recreational, educational, and religious organizations as community 
assets which are essential for the mental, physical and spiritual health of 
Mercer Island. 

The Comprehensive Plan discourages changes to commercial land use designations.  
However, it also encourages development regulations that support retention of 
“viable and healthy social, recreational, educational and religious organizations” as an 
essential component oof Mercer Island.   
 

5. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome have not been 
considered by the city council in the last three years. This time limit may be waived 
by the city council if the proponent establishes that there exists a change in 
circumstances that justifies the need for the amendment. 
The City Council has not considered the essential elements/proposed outcome of this 
proposal in the last three years. 

 
NEXT STEPS 

The City Council will review the Planning Commission and staff recommendations at the December 5, 2023 
meeting.  At that time the Council will set the final docket for 2024. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

1. Docket Application filed by the Stroum Jewish Community Center 

2. Written public comments (forthcoming) 
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2023 Stroum Jewish Community Center Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment  

Thank you for your consideration of our Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment.  Answers 

to the various application and code criteria are in bold below. 

1. Please provide a detailed description of the proposed amendment and a clear statement of what 

the proposed amendment is intended to accomplish.  

The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment redesignates Parcels 2655500137, 

2655500136, 2655500132, and a small portion of 2655500115 from Single Family to 

Commercial Office on the Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map.   

The proposed map change will facilitate a rezone to Commercial Office, which will allow 

for a rebuild/renovation of the Stroum Jewish Community Center (“SJCC”).  Under the 

current single-family designation, rebuilding and renovation is not possible, and variances 

necessary for the rebuild/renovation are not available under the current single family code 

provisions. 

The SJCC has been intently pursuing the ability renovate our aging facilities for over six 

years.  In this timeframe, we’ve taken many opportunities to share the hopes we have for a 

re-envisioned facility with our members, our neighbors, and the broader Mercer Island 

community.  

 

Through multiple SJCC open houses, community meetings and even through public 

testimony provided during 2018-2019 council consideration of a broader Mercer Island 

initiative, we shared our priorities, and also learned what the community and our 

neighbors care about the most:  

• Facilitating better traffic flow and provide enough safe parking so there is less 

impact on our neighbors;  

• Designing our use of space to ensure less noise or light impact, and minimize 

visibility impact; 

• Supplementing foliage and trees to enhance the buffer between our facilities and our 

neighbors; and 

• Ensuring that any changes to the SJCC property through zoning don’t have 

secondary impact on other Mercer Island community facilities or neighborhoods. 

 

With these guiding principles, the SJCC revised our designs to reflect what was learned 

from our engagement with the community and hosted a series of community conversations 

to share, discuss, and receive additional input from SJCC members, community 

organizations, the community at large, and our neighbors.  In the last two years, this 

outreach included organized community conversations with immediate neighbors and 

organization stakeholders, meetings with similarly situated Mercer Island community 

organizations, and regular written and verbal communication with interested community 

members.  

 

On September 7, 2023, the SJCC hosted an open house where our revised design was 

presented and discussed, followed by questions and answers.  Similar to prior initiatives, an 
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invitation was mailed to all addresses within 1000’ radius of the SJCC, emailed to SJCC 

members, SJCC participants and users, and other Mercer Island community facilities, and 

was promoted widely on SJCC assets. The SJCC hosted approximately 100 attendees at 

this open house, and we were pleased to see our revised designs, which are the direct 

benefit of so much engagement and feedback over the last six years, being received so well 

by the community and our neighbors. 

 

a. Indicate the specific Comprehensive Plan Elements, maps, goals or policies or the 

specific sections of the development code you propose to amend.  

Please see Exhibit A.  The Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map would be amended 

per the exhibit. 

b. If the proposal would amend existing Comprehensive Plan or development code text, 

please provide the proposal in underline/strikeout format with text to be added indicated 

by underlining and text to be deleted indicated with strikeouts.  

The proposal does not amend Comprehensive Plan or development code text.  It only 

changes the maps. 

c. If a map amendment is proposed, please provide a map that clearly outlines the areas 

proposed to be changed.  

Please see Exhibit A. 

2. How does the proposal benefit the community or the environment?  

The proposal benefits the community and the environment in several ways. 

Community Benefits 

Please see Exhibit B. 

Environmental Benefits 

Please see Exhibit C.  

3. Explain how the request relates to the applicable decision criteria (MICC 19.15.250(D) for 

code amendments, and MICC 19.15.230(F) for Comprehensive Plan amendments, see below).  

The proposal meets both the docketing criteria and the decision criteria, as follows: 

E. Docketing criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a proposed 

amendment is added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 

1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 

Yes. The request was filed prior to October 1, 2023. 
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a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has directed, such a 

change; or 

Not applicable. 

b. All of the following criteria are met: 

i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately addressed through the 

comprehensive plan or the code; 

Yes. The proposed amendment is a change to the Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use 

Map, which is a change that can only be addressed through the Comprehensive Plan. 

ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to review the 

proposal, or resources can be provided by an applicant for an amendment; 

Yes. The proposal is occurring during the City’s annual docketing cycle, which we 

presume is adequately staffed and resourced by the City.  A simple map change should 

not require significant resources; any actual development on the site will require project 

specific environmental review and study, which costs would be borne by the applicant.  

iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are more appropriately addressed 

by an ongoing work program item approved by the city council; 

No. The proposal does not raise larger policy or land use issues more appropriately 

addressed by an ongoing work program item.  This proposal avoids any larger 

redesignation of similarly situated schools and institutions and focuses only on the JCC 

site. There is no current work program approved by the City Council that addresses 

redesignation of the SJCC to conform to the historic use of the property. 

iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals of 

the comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city's vision; and 

Yes. The proposal serves the public interest and implements the following specific goals 

and vision of the city (responses to policies, where appropriate, in italics): 

• Residential Community. Mercer Island is principally a single-family residential 

community supported by healthy schools, religious institutions, and recreational 

clubs. (Comp. Plan, Community Values).  The proposal will allow the JCC, which is 

both a school and a recreational club open to all, to continue to serve Mercer Island.  

• Education is the Key. The community and its public and private institutions are 

committed to provide excellence in Education (Comp Plan, Community Values). 

The proposal allows the SJCC’s Early Childhood School to continue its excellent 

education of hundreds of young children on Mercer Island. 

• Community Services.  Mercer Island will continue to provide a wide range of 

education, cultural, and municipal services for the community’s varied population.  

15

Item 1.



4 
 

Balanced and flexible programs will be necessary to meet the community’s 

evolving needs in education, recreation, and cultural enjoyment.  The community 

will maintain its broad range of quality basic services, including public safety, 

human services, physical development and utilities.  At the same time, community 

leaders recognize that delivery of these services will take place in an arena of 

limited resources and heightened competition for tax revenues (Comp Plan, Values 

Manifested).  The SJCC provides a community center and educational, recreational, 

and cultural opportunities that are privately funded and do not burden the City’s 

budget.  

• Residential Land Use. Civic, recreation, and religious organizations are important 

and integral elements of the community character and fabric.  Their contribution 

and importance to the established community character should be reflected and 

respected in land use permit processes.  (Comp Plan, Values Manifested).  

Unfortunately, the single-family zoning has been interpreted by the City to not allow 

for the variances that would be necessary to rebuild and reconfigure the SJCC that 

would benefit the community.  We are hopeful that this request for redesignation is 

respectfully considered and approved, so that we can build under the current CO 

zoning rules and do not require extensive or complicated workarounds.  

• Commercial Office and PBZ zones must serve the needs of the local population 

while remaining compatible with the overall residential character of the 

community. (Comp Plan, Land Use Issues, Outside the Town Center).  The 

Commercial Office zone, as developed in the future by the SJCC, will remain 

compatible and increase compatibility with the overall residential character of the 

community.  First, nothing will be built on the site that is not the SJCC, and we have 

shared our draft plans with the community.  Second, these plans improve on many of 

the required minimum development standards—better setbacks than required, less 

height than allowed, etc.  Finally, the proposal is adjacent to CO designations and 

extends them southward.  The strip of single-family homes to our west is owned by 

the French American School of Puget Sound. 

• Goal 15.1. Existing land use policies, which strongly support the preservation of 

existing conditions in the single-family residential zones, will continue to apply.  

Changes to the zoning code or development standards will be accomplished 

through code amendments.  (Comp Plan, Land Use Goals). This goal is met.  The 

existing condition in this single-family zone that has existed for 54 years (pre-dating 

many of the homes that now exist next to the SJCC) will be maintained.  This map 

change simply changes the map to fit the use that has been here for 54 years.  

• Goal 15.4. Compatible permitted uses such as education, recreation, open spaces, 

government social services and religious activities will be encouraged.  The 

proposed amendment maintains the SJCC which provides education, art, culture, and 

recreation, and are a permitted uses in the CO zone. 

• Goal 17.4.  Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are 

predominantly located in single family residential areas of the Island.  

Development regulation should reflect the desire to retain viable and healthy 

social, recreational, educational, and religious organizations as community assets 

which are essential for the mental, physical and spiritual health of Mercer Island.  

As the City is aware, the current single-family zone has been amended and 
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development standards interpreted in a way that does not allow the maintenance of 

viable and healthy organizations. Further, the remodeling criteria make it impossible 

to maintain a nonconforming status and make upgrades to facilities that are 

necessary when a facility is well beyond its useful life, particularly given the concrete 

construction methods that were used in 1969.  As such, the redesignation to the CO 

zone is necessary to be consistent with this Goal and retain a viable and healthy 

SJCC on Mercer Island.  

• Goal 21.  Promote the use of green building methods, design standards, and 

materials…to reduce impacts on the built and natural environment and to 

improve the quality of life.  Green building should result in demonstrable benefits, 

through the use of programs such as, but not limited to, Built Green, LEED+, The 

Living Building Challenge, Passive House, Salmon Safe, or other similar regional 

and recognized green building programs.  The new SJCC will be much more 

environmentally friendly than the current 54-year-old structure. 

• Goal 23.  Support the arts on Mercer Island.  The SJCC holds regular arts events, 

including the Seattle Jewish Film Festival.  The arts are deeply important to the 

SJCC and the SJCC’s auditorium, which would remain under the proposal, is one of 

only two large gathering spaces on the island for arts-related events. See Exhibit B. 

• Goal 25.  Preserve Mercer Island’s Heritage.  The SJCC is a piece of Mercer 

Island’s history. 

https://www.historylink.org/File/104#:~:text=In%20Seattle%2C%20the%20Jewish%

20Community,Davis%20and%20secretary%20Harry%20Ash. Allowing for the 

redesignation of the property will allow the SJCC to remain on the island and thrive 

for another 60 years.  

• Land Use Designations—CO.  The commercial office land use designation 

represents commercial areas within Mercer Island, located outside of Town 

Center, where the land use will be predominantly commercial office.  

Complementary land uses (e.g., healthcare uses, schools, places of worship, etc.) 

are also generally supported within this land use designation.  The CO designation 

reflects the use of the SJCC property, which has not been in single family residential 

use for over 54 years.  A CO designation is a much more appropriate reflection of 

reality. 

• Transportation Goal 6.1: Ensure compatibility between transportation facilities 

and services and adjacent land uses, evaluating aspects such as: potential impacts 

of transportation on adjacent land use; potential impacts of land development and 

activities on transportation facilities and services; and need for buffering and/or 

landscaping alongside transportation facilities.  The while the designation of the 

property will change, the use will not change.  The project-specific transportation 

review for the SJCC project will analyze at a project-level transportation impacts that 

may be mitigated via trip reduction and physical improvements.  

• Transportation Goal 9.2.  Address parking overflow impacts on neighborhoods 

caused by major traffic generators such as schools, businesses, parks, and 

multifamily developments.  The SJCC proposal would add many more parking stalls 

which will reduce parking impacts to the neighborhood.  
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v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome have not been considered by 

the city council in the last three years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 

proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances that justifies the need for the 

amendment. 

The proposal has not been considered by the city council in the last three years.  

F. Decision criteria. Decisions to amend the comprehensive plan shall be based on the criteria 

specified below. An applicant for a comprehensive plan amendment proposal shall  have the 

burden of demonstrating that the proposed amendment complies with the applicable 

regulations and decision criteria. 

1. The amendment is consistent with the Growth Management Act, the countywide planning 

policies, and the other provisions of the comprehensive plan and city policies; and: 

Yes. The proposal is consistent with GMA, King County’s CPPs, and other provisions of 

the Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan. 

Compliance with GMA. 

WAC 365-196-405(1)(2) requires the City to designate the general location of the uses of 

land…for commerce (and) recreation.  The SJCC has not been in single family use for 60 

years.  It is consistent with GMA to designate the SJCC as CO which is consistent with its 

current use.  

WAC 365-196-405(2)(b) requires the City to identify existing general distribution and 

location of various land uses, the appropriate acreage, and general range of density or 

intensity of existing uses. Again, the SJCC has not been in single family use for 60 years.  It 

is appropriate for the City to identify and change the designation of the property to CO, 

consistent with GMA.  It would be inappropriate for the City to include the SJCC in its 

buildable lands / housing needs assessment as single-family property, as it has not been in 

single family use for 60 years and is not “buildable land” for residential use.  

Compliance with King County CPPs. 

The CPPs can be found here.  The following goals/policies support the proposed 

amendment: 

• Communities across King County are welcoming places where every person can 

thrive. (Vision for King County 2050). The SJCC welcomes all people. 

• FW-6. Enable culturally and linguistically appropriate equitable access to 

programs and services and help connect residents to service options, particularly 

for those most disproportionately cost-burdened or historically excluded. The 

SJCC seeks to be the Puget Sound’s most open and welcoming community-center 

Jewish organization. Through its programs the SJCC connects Jewish and non-
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Jewish people to culture, recreation, education, and arts, and through philanthropic 

support ensures this connection is affordable to anyone who seeks it. 

• EN-6. Locate development and supportive infrastructure in a manner that 

minimizes impacts to natural features. This is an infill development which will 

actually decrease impact to surrounding natural features after redevelopment.  

• CDP-40. Plan for neighborhoods or subareas to encourage infill and 

redevelopment, reuse of existing buildings and underutilized lands, and provision 

of adequate public spaces, in a manner that enhances public health, existing 

community character, and mix of uses. This change will facilitate the rebuilding 

and  renovation of an existing building, and one of the SJCC’s missions is to support 

a healthy community.  

• EC-14. Celebrate the cultural diversity of local communities as a means to enhance 

social capital, neighborhood cohesion, the county’s global relationships, and 

support for cultural and arts institutions. The SJCC is the only Jewish community 

center in Washington state. The SJCC hosts many global-related programs and is an 

incredible social and cultural resource for Mercer Island, and the broader region.  

• EC-26. Encourage commercial and mixed-use development that provides a range 

of job opportunities throughout the county to create a closer balance between the 

location of jobs and housing. The SJCC is one of the Island’s largest employers.  

Keeping jobs on the Island is important. 

• PF-19. Locate schools, institutions, and other community facilities and services 

that primarily serve urban populations within the UGA, where they are accessible 

to the communities they serve.  If possible, locate these facilities in places that are 

well served by transit and pedestrian and bicycle networks. The SJCC is reachable 

by the I-90 bike trail, as well as the East Mercer Way bike trail.  It is very accessible 

to all on the island, and also to those coming off of I-90 without creating a bunch of 

cut-through traffic on the Island.  

Compliance with Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan. 

See above. 

a. There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the comprehensive 

plan; or 

Not applicable. 

b. The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as a whole. 

The SJCC has been in existence in this location for 54 years.  The building is past its 

useful life and needs significant rebuilding and replacement.  In 2017, the City of Mercer 

Island amended its single-family code provisions to prohibit “mega-houses.”  In doing so, 

the City passed regulations that create maximum size of use limitations that rendered the 

SJCC nonconforming to several code provisions meant to apply to single-family homes.  

In 2021, the SJCC filed an interpretation request with the City to determine whether a 

rebuild of the SJCC could obtain variances from the single-family regulations, which 
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would have capped a new building at those square footage limitations meant to apply to 

single-family homes.  On November 21, 2022, the City issued Development Code 

Interpretation 22-004 that stated non-residential uses could not seek variances from the 

relevant single-family regulations in any area beyond impervious surface.  The impact of 

the interpretation is that the SJCC cannot renovate/rebuild in its current single-family 

zone due to the City’s stringent nonconforming provisions and impracticable renovation 

restrictions.  In order to renovate/rebuild to stay on Mercer Island and continue to serve 

the community on the Island, the comprehensive plan map and zone designation of the 

SJCC’s parcels must be changed from SF/R-8.4 to Commercial Office. 

2. If the amendment is directed at a specific property, the following additional findings shall be 

determined: 

a. The amendment is compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern; 

Yes. The proposal would change the subject parcels to CO.  There is adjacent CO land to 

the north of the parcel, public facilities/CO land to the west of the parcel, and CO/B land 

to the east of the parcel.  To the south of the parcel is designated single family; the 

development standards of the CO zone, as well as SEPA review, can mitigate any 

potential incompatibilities of a future project on single family adjacencies.   

c. The property is suitable for development in conformance with the standards under the 

potential zoning; and 

Yes. The proposed rebuild/renovation of the SJCC can meet the CO zone requirements.  

In many areas it performs better than the CO development standards would require—it 

increases setbacks beyond requirements and is developed to a lower height than allowed 

by the CO zone.   

d. The amendment will benefit the community as a whole and will not adversely affect 

community facilities or the public health, safety, and general welfare. 

The amendment would retain the SJCC on Mercer Island.  The SJCC is a benefit to all 

residents of Mercer Island.  Please see Exhibit B for a benefits statement.  

The change from single family to CO would not impact community facilities.  Instead, it 

would benefit community facilities by maintaining a community facility on the Island, 

which in turn reduces pressure on the City pool, the City Community Center, and all 

other childcare and educational facilities. Further it assures the SJCC can continue 

enriching the lives of thousands of Mercer Island residents every year. 

The change from single family to CO would not impact public health, safety, and general 

welfare. Instead, retaining the SJCC in this location will benefit public health, safety and 

general welfare. Any potential impacts of the future SJCC project can be mitigated by 

application of the CO zone standards and SEPA mitigation.  Please see Exhibit C 

regarding environmental benefits associated with the redesignation. 
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4. For Comprehensive plan amendments: Is the proposal consistent with the Growth 

Management Act and King County Countywide Planning Policies?  

Yes. Please see above. 

5. For development code amendments: How does the proposal align with the goals of the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan? 

The proposal is aligned with the goals of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  Please see above.  
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Exhibit A Comp plan change map 
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Exhibit B 

Benefits of the Comprehensive Plan Map Change 

There are several benefits to the Comprehensive Plan map change: 

The Stroum Jewish Community Center has served Mercer Island residents since opening in 

1969. For nearly 55 years, “the J” has welcomed people of every age, culture, and religion to 

build and amplify profound connection; creating and fortifying community that contributes 

significantly to the communal fabric of Mercer Island. Today the SJCC reaches nearly 3,000 

Mercer Island households throughout the year. On any given day, the J welcomes hundreds of 

Mercer Island residents, providing year-round early childhood education to over 200 children, 

afterschool care and recreational programming to dozens of middle schoolers, summer camp to 

~450 Mercer Island children, and a series of character-building and fitness offerings for 

teenagers and young adults. For adults, the SJCC presents daily recreation programs for 

hundreds exercising individually or in group classes, including about 30 seniors who exercise in 

AquaFit or Rock Steady Boxing1, building muscle strength and friendships that endure 

challenges facing mature adults. Added to that, the J has a community garden, teaches and hosts 

mahjong and bridge, organizes communal hikes, and provides a series of cultural arts programs 

in Mercer Island’s only functioning performing arts hall outside of the school district. With 30+ 

programs a year, SJCC brings feature films, dance, live music, culinary arts programs, and 

special topics to the entire community on Mercer Island. The SJCC ensures, through private 

financial support, that these programs are available to everyone, regardless of one’s ability to 

pay.  

As one of the longest-standing institutions on Mercer Island, the SJCC has helped connect and 

welcome generations of MI families, assuring MI residents—whether they are new or returning 

to their hometown—feel welcome and supported along life’s journey. 

The SJCC has also been one of Mercer Island’s largest employers, with nearly 140 year-round 

employees and over 215 summer employees. For many, the J is the first job they have, building 

responsibility and leadership skills, lifesaving skills like CPR, and a sense of purpose and 

community.  

In addition to the Mercer Island residents involved with the SJCC, the J brings people from 

around the Greater Seattle area that often, in addition to engaging with the J, will spend time and 

resources on Mercer Island for coffee, grocery shopping, dining, dry cleaning, and shopping at 

Island Books, Terra Bella, and more. 

The J’s vision is to be the Puget Sound’s most open and welcoming community-centered Jewish 

organization. We lead with community in everything we do, and believe that many of the tightly 

woven MI bonds have started and been sustained through connections at the Stroum JCC. As a 

private organization, funded through programming fees and substantial private philanthropy, we 

are the only private organization on Mercer Island that makes it possible for anyone to 

 
1 Rock Steady Boxing is supported by the King County Get Active/Stay Active program, and serves people living 
with Parkinson’s disease. 
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participate in our activities and programs, regardless of income, race/ethnicity, orientation, 

religion, or residence. With the increasing pressure of the cost of living on MI, the J remains 

accessible, welcoming, and community-oriented for everyone and anyone. 

A departure from Mercer Island driven by an inability to rebuild facilities would leave a vacuum. 

People of all ages will have fewer programs to choose from and fewer affordable options for 

fitness, enrichment, education, entertainment, gardening, and more. With the adoption of HB110 

in the State legislature in 2023, the land on which The J is built—nearly eight and a half acres of 

residential property—could be converted into a housing development of approximately three 

dozen homes, 50 or more duplexes, and potentially, over 125 quadplexes with one (1) in four (4) 

being developed as affordable housing. An updated SJCC, on the other hand, would provide 

more certainty for neighbors and MI, while also mitigating lighting, traffic, and noise issues. 

ADA accessibility would also ensure people of all capabilities could safely and comfortably 

navigate the property and facility, and modern technology would assure the J is more 

environmentally sustainable. With sophisticated landscaping, the J would offer more attractive 

and low impact vegetation, better integrating the SJCC in its surroundings.  

In summary, the SJCC has been a Mercer Island mainstay for over 50 years. Hundreds of 

families rely on the SJCC for child development and childcare, character development, jobs, 

personal and professional enrichment, friendship in times of strength and strife, and the 

confidence knowing that they belong at the J, a place where everyone is welcome. A City 

Council decision to rezone the SJCC’s residentially zoned properties to Commercial Office 

zoning would bring comfort to everyone directly and indirectly touched by the J and certainty to 

the surrounding neighborhood, knowing the J would continue to serve as a place that offers 

convenient opportunity for profound Islander connections for every generation. 
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Exhibit C 

Environmental Benefits of the Comprehensive Plan Map Change 

There are several benefits to the Comprehensive Plan Map change: 

• The Comprehensive Plan Map change will align long-standing and ongoing operations 

with the City’s Comprehensive Plan Map and facilitate the rebuild/renovation of the 

SJCC.  This will result in the following environmental benefits from the current SJCC: 

o A building that is compliant with current energy and environmental codes. The 

building was constructed in 1969.  A new building would use far less energy and 

would use sustainable building materials and techniques, including high 

efficiency mechanical and electrical systems. 

o A site that is compliant with current stormwater codes.  Currently the parking lot 

sheet flows into the stormwater system.  Low impact design and compliance with 

the current stormwater manual would be required of a new SJCC. 

o A building with sufficient parking capacity and traffic flow.  Currently the 

parking for the SJCC and traffic flow can be congested.  The new SJCC would 

include a one-story tall parking garage that is mostly buried underground to 

mitigate visual impacts, which would add parking stalls the building needs for 

adequate parking capacity.  The rearrangement of the site would also allow for 

sufficient room for traffic queuing during busy pick-up and drop-off times, 

reducing current traffic issues in the area. 

o A large setback buffer from the single-family properties to the south is proposed 

in the new building.  This will reduce noise and light impacts from the current 

SJCC. 

o No parking lights on the south side of the property near single family residents. 

Currently light from parking lights may spill into neighboring houses and 

properties.  All new lights would be placed to eliminate light spillage, and any 

required light fixtures would be cut-off to shield light.   
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2023 Stroum Jewish Community Center Zoning Map Amendment  

Thank you for your consideration of our Zoning Map Amendment.  Answers to the various 

application and code criteria are in bold below. 

1. Please provide a detailed description of the proposed amendment and a clear statement of what 

the proposed amendment is intended to accomplish.  

The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment redesignates Parcels 2655500137, 

2655500136, 2655500132 from R 8.4 to Commercial Office, and a small portion of 

2655500115 from R 9.6 to Commercial Office on the City’s Official Zoning Map.   

The proposed map change will allow for a rebuild/renovation of the Stroum Jewish 

Community Center (“SJCC”).  Under the current single-family zone, rebuilding and 

renovation is not possible, and variances necessary for the rebuild/renovation are not 

available under the current single family code provisions. 

The SJCC has been intently pursuing the ability to rebuild and renovate our aging facilities 

for over six years.  In this timeframe, we’ve taken many opportunities to share the hopes 

we have for a re-envisioned facility with our members, our neighbors, and the broader 

Mercer Island community.  

 

Through multiple SJCC open houses, community meetings and even through public 

testimony provided during 2018-2019 council consideration of a broader Mercer Island 

initiative, we shared our priorities, and also learned what the community and our 

neighbors care about the most:  

• Facilitating better traffic flow and providing enough safe parking so there is less 

impact on our neighbors;  

• Designing our use of space to ensure less noise or light impact, and minimize 

visibility impact; 

• Supplementing foliage and trees to enhance the buffer between our facilities and our 

neighbors; and 

• Ensuring that any changes to the SJCC property through zoning don’t have 

secondary impacts on other Mercer Island community facilities or neighborhoods. 

 

With these guiding principles, the SJCC revised our designs to reflect what was learned 

from our engagement with the community and hosted a series of community conversations 

to share, discuss, and receive additional input from SJCC members, community 

organizations, the community at large, and our neighbors.  In the last two years, this 

outreach included organized community conversations with immediate neighbors and 

organization stakeholders, meetings with similarly-situated Mercer Island community 

organizations, and regular written and verbal communication with interested community 

members.  

 

On September 7, 2023, the SJCC hosted an open house where our revised design was 

presented and discussed, followed by questions and answers.  Similar to prior initiatives, an 

invitation was mailed to all addresses within a 1,000-foot radius of the SJCC, emailed to 
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SJCC members, SJCC participants and users, and other Mercer Island community 

facilities, and was promoted widely on SJCC assets. The SJCC hosted approximately 100 

attendees at this open house, and we were pleased to see our revised designs, which are the 

direct benefit of so much engagement and feedback over the last six years, being received 

so well by the community and our neighbors. 

 

a. Indicate the specific Comprehensive Plan Elements, maps, goals or policies or the 

specific sections of the development code you propose to amend.  

Please see Exhibit A. The City’s Zoning Map would be amended per the exhibit. 

b. If the proposal would amend existing Comprehensive Plan or development code text, 

please provide the proposal in underline/strikeout format with text to be added indicated 

by underlining and text to be deleted indicated with strikeouts.  

The proposal does not amend Comprehensive Plan or development code text.  It only 

changes the maps. 

c. If a map amendment is proposed, please provide a map that clearly outlines the areas 

proposed to be changed.  

Please see Exhibit A. 

2. How does the proposal benefit the community or the environment?  

The proposal benefits the community and the environment in several ways. 

Community Benefits 

Please see Exhibit B. 

Environmental Benefits 

Please see Exhibit C.  

3. Explain how the request relates to the applicable decision criteria (MICC 19.15.240 for code 

amendments, and MICC 19.15.230(F) for Comprehensive Plan amendments).  

The proposal meets both the docketing criteria and the decision criteria, as follows: 

19.15.230.E. Docketing criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a 

proposed amendment is added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 

1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 

Yes. The request was filed prior to October 1, 2023. 

a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has directed, such a 

change; or 
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Not applicable. 

b. All of the following criteria are met: 

i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately addressed through the 

comprehensive plan or the code; 

Yes. The proposed amendment is a change to the City’s Zoning Map, which is a change 

that can only be addressed through a change of the zoning map. 

ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to review the 

proposal, or resources can be provided by an applicant for an amendment; 

Yes. The proposal is occurring during the City’s annual docketing cycle, which we 

presume is adequately staffed and resourced by the City.  A simple map change should 

not require significant resources; any actual development on the site will require project 

specific environmental review and study, which costs would be borne by the applicant. 

iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are more appropriately addressed 

by an ongoing work program item approved by the city council; 

No. The proposal does not raise larger policy or land use issues more appropriately 

addressed by an ongoing work program item.  This proposal avoids any larger rezone of 

similarly situated schools and institutions and focuses only on the SJCC site.  There is no 

current work program approved by the City Council that addresses rezone of the SJCC 

to conform to the historic use of the property. 

iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals of 

the comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city's vision; and 

Yes. The proposal serves the public interest and implements the following specific goals 

and vision of the city (responses to policies, where appropriate, in italics): 

• Residential Community. Mercer Island is principally a single-family residential 

community supported by healthy schools, religious institutions, and recreational 

clubs. (Comp. Plan, Community Values).  The proposal will allow the JCC, which is 

both a school and a recreational club open to all, to continue to serve Mercer Island. 

• Education is the Key. The community and its public and private institutions are 

committed to provide excellence in Education (Comp Plan, Community Values). 

The proposal allows the SJCC’s Early Childhood School to continue its excellent 

education of hundreds of young children on Mercer Island. 

• Community Services.  Mercer Island will continue to provide a wide range of 

education, cultural, and municipal services for the community’s varied population.  

Balanced and flexible programs will be necessary to meet the community’s 

evolving needs in education, recreation, and cultural enjoyment.  The community 

will maintain its broad range of quality basic services, including public safety, 
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human services, physical development and utilities.  At the same time, community 

leaders recognize that delivery of these services will take place in an arena of 

limited resources and heightened competition for tax revenues (Comp Plan, Values 

Manifested).  The SJCC provides a community center and educational, recreational, 

and cultural opportunities that are privately funded and do not burden the City’s 

budget.  

• Residential Land Use. Civic, recreation, and religious organizations are important 

and integral elements of the community character and fabric.  Their contribution 

and importance to the established community character should be reflected and 

respected in land use permit processes.  (Comp Plan, Values Manifested).  

Unfortunately, the single-family zoning has been interpreted by the City to not allow 

for the variances that would be necessary to rebuild and reconfigure the SJCC that 

would benefit the community.  We are hopeful that this request for rezone is 

respectfully considered and approved, so that we can build under the current CO 

zoning rules and do not require extensive or complicated workarounds.  

• Commercial Office and PBZ zones must serve the needs of the local population 

while remaining compatible with the overall residential character of the 

community. (Comp Plan, Land Use Issues, Outside the Town Center).  The 

Commercial Office zone, as developed in the future by the SJCC, will remain 

compatible and increase compatibility with the overall residential character of the 

community.  First, nothing will be built on the site that is not the SJCC, and we have 

shared our draft plans with the community.  Second, these plans improve on many of 

the required minimum development standards—better setbacks than required, less 

height than allowed, etc.  Finally, the proposal is adjacent to CO or Public zones and 

extends them southward.  The strip of single-family homes to our west is owned by 

the French American School of Puget Sound. 

• Goal 15.1. Existing land use policies, which strongly support the preservation of 

existing conditions in the single-family residential zones, will continue to apply.  

Changes to the zoning code or development standards will be accomplished 

through code amendments.  (Comp Plan, Land Use Goals). This goal is met.  The 

existing condition in this single-family zone that has existed for 54 years (pre-dating 

many of the homes that now exist next to the SJCC) will be maintained.  This map 

change simply changes the map to fit the use that has been here for 54 years.  

• Goal 15.4. Compatible permitted uses such as education, recreation, open spaces, 

government social services and religious activities will be encouraged.  The 

proposed amendment maintains the SJCC which provides education, art, culture, and 

recreation, and are a permitted uses in the CO zone. 

• Goal 17.4.  Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are 

predominantly located in single family residential areas of the Island.  

Development regulation should reflect the desire to retain viable and healthy 

social, recreational, educational, and religious organizations as community assets 

which are essential for the mental, physical and spiritual health of Mercer Island.  

As the City is aware, the current single-family zone has been amended and 

development standards interpreted in a way that does not allow the maintenance of 

viable and healthy organizations. Further, the remodeling criteria make it impossible 

to maintain a nonconforming status and make upgrades to facilities that are 
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necessary when a facility is well beyond its useful life, particularly given the concrete 

construction methods that were used in 1969.  As such, the redesignation to the CO 

zone is necessary to be consistent with this Goal and retain a viable and healthy 

SJCC on Mercer Island.  

• Goal 21.  Promote the use of green building methods, design standards, and 

materials…to reduce impacts on the built and natural environment and to 

improve the quality of life.  Green building should result in demonstrable benefits, 

through the use of programs such as, but not limited to, Built Green, LEED, The 

Living Building Challenge, Passive House, Salmon Safe, or other similar regional 

and recognized green building programs.  The new SJCC will be much more 

environmentally friendly than the current 54-year-old structure. 

• Goal 23.  Support the arts on Mercer Island.  The SJCC holds regular arts events, 

including the Seattle Jewish Film Festival.  The arts are deeply important to the 

SJCC and the SJCC’s auditorium, which would remain under the proposal, is one of 

only two large gathering spaces on the island for arts-related events. See Exhibit B. 

• Goal 25.  Preserve Mercer Island’s Heritage.  The SJCC is a piece of Mercer 

Island’s history. 

https://www.historylink.org/File/104#:~:text=In%20Seattle%2C%20the%20Jewish%

20Community,Davis%20and%20secretary%20Harry%20Ash. Allowing for the 

redesignation of the property will allow the SJCC to remain on the island and thrive 

for another 60 years.  

• Land Use Designations—CO.  The commercial office land use designation 

represents commercial areas within Mercer Island, located outside of Town 

Center, where the land use will be predominantly commercial office.  

Complementary land uses (e.g., healthcare uses, schools, places of worship, etc.) 

are also generally supported within this land use designation.  The CO zone reflects 

the use of the SJCC property, which has not been in single family residential use for 

over 54 years.  A CO zone is a much more appropriate reflection of reality. 

• Transportation Goal 6.1: Ensure compatibility between transportation facilities 

and services and adjacent land uses, evaluating aspects such as: potential impacts 

of transportation on adjacent land use; potential impacts of land development and 

activities on transportation facilities and services; and need for buffering and/or 

landscaping alongside transportation facilities.  While the zone of the property will 

change, the use will not change.  The project-specific transportation review for the 

SJCC project will analyze at a project-level transportation impacts that may be 

mitigated via trip reduction and physical improvements.  

• Transportation Goal 9.2.  Address parking overflow impacts on neighborhoods 

caused by major traffic generators such as schools, businesses, parks, and 

multifamily developments.  The SJCC proposal would add many more parking stalls 

which will reduce parking impacts to the neighborhood.  

v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome have not been considered by 

the city council in the last three years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 

proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances that justifies the need for the 

amendment. 
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The proposal has not been considered by the city council in the last three years. 

19.15.250.C. Rezone approval criteria. Decisions to reclassify property shall be consistent 

with the criteria specified below, stated in MICC 19.15.240.C.    

1. The amendment is consistent with policies and provisions of the Mercer Island 

comprehensive plan.   

Yes. The proposal is consistent with the policies and provisions of the Mercer Island 

Comprehensive Plan, as outlined above. 

2. The proposed reclassification is consistent with the purpose of the Mercer Island 

development code as set forth in MICC 19.01.010.  

MICC 19.01.010: The general purpose of this Code is to protect and promote health, safety, 

and the general welfare through the regulation of development within the city of Mercer Island.  

To that end, this Code classifies the land within the city into various zones and establishes the 

use of land and nature of buildings within those zones; controls the form of plats and 

subdivisions; regulates the construction of commercial and residential structures; and protects 

critical and sensitive areas within the city. 

The provisions of this Code are designed to consider light, air and access; to conserve and 

protect natural beauty and other natural resources; to provide coordinated development; to 

avoid traffic congestion; to prevent overcrowding of land; to facilitate adequate provisions for 

transportation, water, sewage, schools, parks and other public requirements; and to encourage 

the use of solar energy practices. 

This Code is to be interpreted as a whole, in view of the purpose set out in this section. 

If the general purpose of this development code conflicts with the specific purpose of any 

chapter of this development code, the specific purpose shall control. 

Yes. The proposed reclassification would protect and promote and improve the health, 

safety and general welfare of Mercer Island.  See Exhibit B. The reclassification would 

extend the CO zone.   

3. The proposed reclassification is an extension of an existing zone, or a logical transition 

between zones;  

Yes. The proposal would change the subject parcels to CO. There is adjacent CO land to 

the north of the parcel, and this boundary would be extended to the south to include the 

subject parcels.  The provisions of the CO zone create appropriate transitions between 

zones. 
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4. The proposed reclassification does not constitute an illegal site-specific rezone;  

The proposed reclassification does not constitute an illegal site-specific rezone, often 

known as an “illegal spot zone.” 

Washington law has established several criteria for when an illegal spot zone may be 

found to exist, none of which are met by the current proposal: 

     1. A smaller area is singled out of a larger area and given some special treatment. No. The 

proposal extends the CO zone and does not change the specific CO zone criteria.  

  

      2. The classification or use allowed in the smaller area is totally different from and 

inconsistent with the classification of surrounding land so as to disturb the tenor of the 

neighborhood and create an inconsistency or conflict of use with the uses allowed in the 

surrounding area.  No.  The SJCC use is already established on the site and will continue.  

The extension of the CO zone over the site simply allows for the rebuilding of the SJCC 

under the code.  The CO zone’s setbacks and development regulations ensure there is no 

inconsistency or conflict of use with the single family uses already adjacent to the SJCC.  

  

       3. The action necessary to create the smaller area is taken for the private gain of one person 

or group of persons rather than for the general welfare of the community as a whole. No. See 

above.  The SJCC benefits the welfare of the community as a whole.  

  

        4. The action taken is not in accordance with the comprehensive plan. We agree that the 

comprehensive plan would need to be amended (either concurrently or prior to the rezone 

being adopted) in order for the rezone to occur. We have submitted a comprehensive plan 

amendment application concurrently with this rezone application for the city’s 

consideration.   

McNaughton v. Boeing, 68 Wn.2d 659, P.2d 778 (1966). In addition, the McNaughton case 

also determined that a City may impose conditions, either unilaterally or by contract in 

connection with a zoning amendment  

5. The proposed reclassification is compatible with surrounding zones and land uses;  

Yes. The CO zone is compatible and allows for compatible uses with the B, CO, P, and R 

8.6 and R-9.6 zones, all adjacent or nearby the site.  The CO zone includes development 

regulations ensuring compatibility, including limitation of uses, increased setbacks, and 

height limits.   

6. The proposed reclassification does not adversely affect public health, safety, and 

welfare; and  

The proposed reclassification will not adversely impact the public health, safety or 

welfare.  See Exhibit B.   
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7. If a comprehensive plan amendment is required in order to satisfy subsection C1 of 

this section, approval of the comprehensive plan amendment is required prior to or 

concurrent with the granting of an approval of the rezone.   

Agreed. The rezone would not occur unless and until the comprehensive plan map 

amendment redesignating the property to CO is adopted.  

19.15.250.D. Development code amendment decision criteria. The city may approve or 

approve with modifications a proposal to amend this code only if: 

1. The amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan; and  

Yes.  See above.  The zoning map change is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

2. The amendment bears a substantial relation to the public health, safety, or welfare; and  

Yes.  See above.  The amendment benefits public health, safety, and welfare.   

3. The amendment is in the best interest of the community as a whole.   

Yes.  See Exhibit B as well as the application above.  A rezone of property allowing the 

SJCC to be renovated would allow the SJCC to remain on Mercer Island, which is 

beneficial of the Mercer Island community as a whole.   
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Exhibit A Zoning Map Change  
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Exhibit B 

Benefits of the Zoning Map Change 

There are several benefits to the Zoning Map change: 

The Stroum Jewish Community Center has served Mercer Island residents since opening in 

1969. For nearly 55 years, “the J” has welcomed people of every age, culture, and religion to 

build and amplify profound connection; creating and fortifying community that contributes 

significantly to the communal fabric of Mercer Island. Today the SJCC reaches nearly 3,000 

Mercer Island households throughout the year. On any given day, the J welcomes hundreds of 

Mercer Island residents, providing year-round early childhood education to over 200 children, 

afterschool care and recreational programming to dozens of middle schoolers, summer camp to 

~450 Mercer Island children, and a series of character-building and fitness offerings for 

teenagers and young adults. For adults, the SJCC presents daily recreation programs for 

hundreds exercising individually or in group classes, including about 30 seniors who exercise in 

AquaFit or Rock Steady Boxing1, building muscle strength and friendships that endure 

challenges facing mature adults. Added to that, the J has a community garden, teaches and hosts 

mahjong and bridge, organizes communal hikes, and provides a series of cultural arts programs 

in Mercer Island’s only functioning performing arts hall outside of the school district. With 30+ 

programs a year, SJCC brings feature films, dance, live music, culinary arts programs, and 

special topics to the entire community on Mercer Island. The SJCC ensures, through private 

financial support, that these programs are available to everyone, regardless of one’s ability to 

pay.  

As one of the longest-standing institutions on Mercer Island, the SJCC has helped connect and 

welcome generations of MI families, assuring MI residents—whether they are new or returning 

to their hometown—feel welcome and supported along life’s journey. 

The SJCC has also been one of Mercer Island’s largest employers, with nearly 140 year-round 

employees and over 215 summer employees. For many, the J is the first job they have, building 

responsibility and leadership skills, lifesaving skills like CPR, and a sense of purpose and 

community.  

In addition to the Mercer Island residents involved with the SJCC, the J brings people from 

around the Greater Seattle area that often, in addition to engaging with the J, will spend time and 

resources on Mercer Island for coffee, grocery shopping, dining, dry cleaning, and shopping at 

Island Books, Terra Bella, and more. 

The J’s vision is to be the Puget Sound’s most open and welcoming community-centered Jewish 

organization. SJCC leads with community in everything they do, and believes that many of the 

tightly woven MI bonds have started and been sustained through connections at the Stroum JCC. 

As a private organization, funded through programming fees and substantial private 

philanthropy, SJCC is the only private organization on Mercer Island that makes it possible for 

 
1 Rock Steady Boxing is supported by the King County Get Active/Stay Active program and serves people living with 
Parkinson’s disease. 
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anyone to participate in their activities and programs, regardless of income, race/ethnicity, 

orientation, religion, or residence. With the increasing pressure of the cost of living on MI, the J 

remains accessible, welcoming, and community-oriented for everyone and anyone. 

A departure from Mercer Island, driven by an inability to rebuild facilities, would leave a 

vacuum. People of all ages would have fewer programs to choose from and fewer affordable 

options for fitness, enrichment, education, entertainment, gardening, and more. With the 

adoption of HB110 in the State legislature in 2023, the land on which The J is built—nearly eight 

and a half acres of residential property—could be converted into a housing development of 

approximately three dozen homes, 50 or more duplexes, and potentially, over 125 quadplexes 

with one (1) in four (4) being developed as affordable housing. An updated SJCC, on the other 

hand, would provide more certainty for neighbors and MI, while also mitigating lighting, traffic, 

and noise issues. Improved ADA accessibility would ensure people of all capabilities could 

safely and comfortably navigate the property and facility, and modern technology would assure 

the J is more environmentally sustainable. With sophisticated landscaping, the J would offer 

more attractive and low impact vegetation, better integrating the SJCC in its surroundings.  

In summary, the SJCC has been a Mercer Island mainstay for over 50 years. Hundreds of 

families rely on the SJCC for child development and childcare, character development, jobs, 

personal and professional enrichment, friendship in times of strength and strife, and the 

confidence knowing that they belong at the J, a place where everyone is welcome. A City 

Council decision to rezone the SJCC’s residentially zoned properties to Commercial Office 

zoning would bring comfort to everyone directly and indirectly touched by the J and the 

surrounding neighborhood, providing the certainty of knowing the J would continue to serve as a 

place that offers convenient opportunity for profound Islander connections for every generation. 
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Exhibit C 

Environmental Benefits of the Zoning Map Change 

There are several benefits to the Zoning Map change: 

• The Zoning Map change will align long-standing and ongoing operations with the City’s 

Zoning Map and facilitate the rebuild/renovation of the SJCC.  This will result in the 

following environmental benefits from the current SJCC: 

o A building that is compliant with current energy and environmental codes. The 

buildings were constructed in 1969 and 1980. A new and renovated building 

would use far less energy and would use sustainable building materials and 

techniques, including high efficiency mechanical and electrical systems. 

o A site that is compliant with current stormwater codes. Currently the parking lot 

sheet flows into the stormwater system. Low impact design and compliance with 

the current stormwater manual would be required of a new SJCC. 

o A building with sufficient parking capacity and traffic flow. Currently the parking 

for the SJCC and traffic flow can be congested. The new SJCC would include a 

one-story tall parking garage that is mostly buried underground to mitigate visual 

impacts, which would add parking stalls the building needs for adequate parking 

capacity. The rearrangement of the site would also allow for sufficient room for 

traffic queuing during busy pick-up and drop-off times, reducing current traffic 

issues in the area. 

o A large setback buffer from the single-family properties to the south. The 

proposed setbacks will reduce noise and light impacts from the current SJCC. 

o No parking lights on the south side of the property near single family residents. 

Currently light from parking lights may spill into neighboring houses and 

properties. All new lights would be placed to eliminate light spillage, and any 

required light fixtures would be cut-off to shield light.   
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From: Angela Battazzo
To: Deb Estrada
Subject: Appearance of conflict disclosure prior to 11/15 commission meeting
Date: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:29:02 PM

Deb – 
 
Please add this email, including my statement below, as my written disclosure of “appearance of
conflict” pursuant to MICC 2.60.030(B) for the quasi-judicial public meeting on Docket Item 18.
 
I am loosely affiliated with people who have expressed support for the project, but I
have not had any discussions or conversations with anyone about this issue. I do
know the agent/consultant attorney listed on the docket application. I consider Jessica
Clawson a social friend. She and I have NOT had any conversations or discussions
about this project. I was not aware that she was involved in this issue until I reviewed
the docket application.

Thank you,
Angie Battazzo
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From: Victor Raisys
To: Deb Estrada
Cc: Alison Van Gorp; Bio Park; Mary Swan
Subject: “Appearance of conflict” pursuant to MICC 2.60.030(B) for the 11/15/23 quasi-judicial public meeting on Docket

Item 18
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 7:26:19 PM

Deb –
 
Please add this email, including my statement below, as my written disclosure of “appearance of
conflict” pursuant to MICC 2.60.030(B) for the quasi-judicial public meeting on Docket Item 18.
 
I believe that I have the appearance of conflict as it applies to items below:

I have social relationships with a number of the parties involved
I recognize that a number of the parties involved are customers of my business
I’ve have/have had a business relationship with the SJCC

 
Victor Raisys
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 5:17 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning of Property occupied by the Stroum Jewish Community Center

Comment received to the Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Edward Flash <edwardflash65@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 5:07 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning of Property occupied by the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

Growing up on Mercer Island I know the important role the SJCC plays in the community on 
Mercer Island and beyond with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building 
is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is 
long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support and consideration. 

Edward Flash 

Attended East Seattle Elementary School, Mercer View Elementary School, North Mercer Junior 
High and Mercer Island High School 
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Deb Estrada

From: Katharine Lamperti <klamperti@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 11:10 AM
To: Planning Commission
Subject: Request for rezoning for SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness.  Our children attending SJCC camps when they were younger, performed in theater through partnership 
with YTN, and most recently, our youngest worked as a summer camp counselor. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

 

 

Katharine and Thomas Lamperti 

 
 
‐‐  
"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter." ‐ Martin Luther King, Jr 
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Deb Estrada

From: Yoela Zimberoff <yoelaz.h@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 4:06 PM
To: Planning Commission
Subject: Regarding Stroum Jewish Community Center request to rezone land

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Yoela Zimberoff 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Property
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2023 4:48:34 PM
Importance: High

Comment received to the Planning Commission mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Jason Koehler <jason@rkkconstruction.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 4:16 PM
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC Property
Importance: High
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,

This is VITAL to our community.  They can't be led to think we don't want them.

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
usefulness.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact
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on any other facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Jason Koehler, MI resident for 46 years. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 5:17 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning of Property occupied by the Stroum Jewish Community Center

Comment received to the Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Edward Flash <edwardflash65@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 5:07 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning of Property occupied by the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

Growing up on Mercer Island I know the important role the SJCC plays in the community on 
Mercer Island and beyond with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building 
is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is 
long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support and consideration. 

Edward Flash 

Attended East Seattle Elementary School, Mercer View Elementary School, North Mercer Junior 
High and Mercer Island High School 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2023 8:30 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Denise Joffe <manner5@mac.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 9:36 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 

Paul Manner, MD 

49

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2023 8:31 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: denisejoffe@mac.com <denisejoffe@mac.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 9:35 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial 
Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all 
ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a 
working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current 
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and 
specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss 
for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island 
is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 

 

Denise Joffe, MD 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2023 2:31 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC remodel

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Laurie Koehler <callbutch@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2023 12:28 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC remodel 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Laurie and Randy Koehler  
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Joan Hirshberg 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2023 3:42 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Comment Received to Planning Commission mailbox. 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Adena Levi <adenalevi@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2023 3:23 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
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Adena Levi, teacher at the Stroum Jewish Community Center for five years 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 10:13 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Planning Commission: Approve the SJCC rezone!

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Jon Newman <jonn_msft@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, October 21, 2023 10:09 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Jon Newman <jonn_msft@hotmail.com>; naomi.newman@live.com 
Subject: Planning Commission: Approve the SJCC rezone! 
 
To the Mercer Island Planning Commission: 
 
As a long‐ me resident of North Mercer Island, I ask that the Mercer Island City Council promptly add the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center’s (SJCC) request to their 2024 docket, to rezone their residen al land parcels to Commercial Office 
status. 
 
The SJCC is a long‐ me asset to Mercer Island, but its physical plant is outdated in several regards. The pool is past its 
life me, the HVAC needs an update, and mul ple changes are required for ADA compliance. Substan al redevelopment 
is required, but this is not possible with residen al zoning. Commercial Office status would enable this remodel, while 
protec ng both the neighborhood and the neighbors. 
 
Any city should be eager to protect and upgrade a key asset like the SJCC, especially with private funding. Note that this 
request only affects the SJCC, not other facili es on Mercer Island. 
 
Thank you for your prompt ac on! 
 
Jon and Naomi Newman 
9097 North Mercer Way 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 10:14 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox.  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Kayla Locke <kaylalocke17@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 7:07 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action 
taken in 2024. 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request 
affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
Thank you for your support. 
Kayla Locke, 4741 90th Ave SE Mercer Island, WA 98040. Grew up on Mercer Island and have owned a 
home for over 6 years.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 10:16 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC rezone request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox. 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Kathleen Sullivan Hurwitz <kathleensullivan14@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 9:01 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC rezone request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. We have been members of the J 
for many years, and have two children that are part of the amazing preschool program. Our 
membership and the community we've built was one of the main reasons we moved to MI.  

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
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request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 11:28 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Comment received to Council mailbox.  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Kayla Locke <kaylalocke17@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 7:10 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 
I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
Thank you for your support. 
Sincerely, 
Kayla Locke, 4741 90th Ave SE Mercer Island WA 98040. Grew up on Mercer island and have owned 
for over 6 years  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 2:19 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezoning Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Lesley Malakoti <lmalakoti@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 2:02 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Rezoning Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

As a Mercer Island resident, we use the SJCC facilities frequently and the whole community will be 
well served by improving the facilities, increasing the parking and easing traffic flow.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

61

Item 1.



2

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Lesley Malakoti 

8885 SE 36th St., MI 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:30 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC and upcoming docket

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Jessica Prince <jgprince@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 3:30 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC and upcoming docket 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 

I’ve been a member since 1993 and the place was tired even back then. We need this rezone now; it’s critical to the 
future and best for the community. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Jessica Prince 
3940 96th Ave SE 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:31 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Leslie Rubenstein <lilrubie@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 3:26 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

I grew up on Mercer Island and have always been a part of the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
(SJCC). When my parents moved to Mercer Island in the early 70's, they enrolled my brother in 
the SJCC preschool. Soon after this, I was born and also enrolled. I remember being in the 
preschool, learning to swim, going to day camp, attending BBYO youth group, and starting my 
career in fitness. I worked as a camp counselor in my teens, in customer service during college, 
and then being director of the Group Exercise programs, and more. My parents met all of their 
friends there who have become my family. 

Needless to say, the JCC is a huge part of my life. I have become even more aware over the years 
of how important this community center is to people on Mercer Island and beyond and I am so 
happy to be a part of it. When teaching my fitness classes I see every ethnicity, every faith, every 
age group in my classes, and I welcome all with open arms. I could tell so many stories of the 
amazing community that has been created in my classes, in the fitness center, in the pool, and in 
the early childhood area, and I am more than happy to share.  

For this reason, I ask that you please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the 
SJCC’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 
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It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

My classes, along with the other facilities are bursting at the seams, both in the numbers of 
people growing, and the deteriorating building. I would like people to understand how the SJCC 
brings so much to this community, and how it is such an important part of people's mental and 
physical wellness to be part of a community. There's nothing else quite like it. 

Thank you for considering this amazing opportunity to the Mercer Island and surrounding 
communities.  

Sincerely, 

Leslie Rubenstein 

3236 80th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040 

 

Simeon Rubenstein 

5327 84th PL SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:51 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for a Remodeled SJCC

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Karin Cole <karin.alpert@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:34 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for a Remodeled SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 

Karin Cole 

Mercer Island Resident  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 4:00 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for the Stroum Jewish Community Center

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Jamie Kezner <jamiekezner@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 3:42 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

As a native of Mercer Island who chose to return to raise her family here, the SJCC was is a fixture in my childhood and is 
the same for my children. It is where I went to preschool, learned how to swim and do gymnastics, where I forged life‐
long friendships and thankfully I got to pass that down to my children, who are able to say the same. Mercer Island is a 
special community and the SJCC is one of things that makes it special, please do not rely on dated zoning decisions on a 
place that people feel at home and safe.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  
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Jamie Kezner 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 11:53 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Be Visionary Leaders Now: Support SJCC request to be on 2024 docket

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Elaine Kraft <ejk9151@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 11:46 AM 
Subject: Be Visionary Leaders Now: Support SJCC request to be on 2024 docket 
 
My family first moved to Mercer Island in 1948.  I am a 1969 MIHS grad. I have seen many changes on the Island over 70 
plus years. The changes were most often led by visionary leaders ((like Aubrey Davis) who made important decisions 
regarding the quality of life for the Island and its residents with great foresight and the wilingness to act. 
 
For most of my years I have found a focus for my life at the SJCC, as did my parents, grandparents, brothers, 
children and grandchildren.  It was indeed the center not just of the Jewish community but often the Island as well.  The 
building today still serves hundreds of thousands of individuals who need support, who want to gather and meet others, 
who attend for arts and culture as well as education opportunities for all ages. Cultural and holiday events draw even 
more.  My grandchildren should have these same opportunities.  The bulk of people who come to the J live here, but 
others come to the J, shop here, go to local merchants, and gather here.  The J truly is a community center. 
 
But the J is old. It is tired. The pool has outlived its useful life. The HVAC simply doesn't work. The building is not ADA 
compliant. Lots of patches, updates and other fixes have been done over the years. But the time to allow the J to be 
renovated and redeveloped is now. The council and planning commission have been aware of this need for many years 
and have even tried various zoning/planning directions that were dismal failures. 
 
The J comes to the City to ask that it allow this venerable Island institution to thrive, as it has helped so many other such 
institutions on the Island thrive.  The J asks only for a rezone for its facility only, so there will be no impact on other 
institutions. The neighbors have had half a dozen years of input which our designers have incorporated into the updated 
facility plans.  
 It would be a terrible thing to lose this great facility and its services to another community which would be our last 
resort. We are sure you ‐‐ like J users ‐‐don't want to have just another housing development, with affordable housing, 
in that space, serving only a few when a revitalized J serves thousands each week. These decisions will be up to you.   
 
The time to act, to be leaders and to really be visionary for the Island, is NOW. 
 
Please put the J on the docket for 2024.  Approve its plans so it can continue to serve Island residents and members as 
well as provide important programming and offerings.  We have people we need to serve.  And we will.  But to do so, 
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and continue to do it well, we ask that you show leadership for the J just as you have for other institutions on the 
Island.   
 
Thank you  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 11:56 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Re-Zoning JCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment Received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Carrie Wernick Newman <carrie@wernicknewman.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:47 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Re‐Zoning JCC 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission & City Council Members, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council & Planning Commission place the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 
2024. 
 
The SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, 
is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. It 
would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carrie Wernick 
3422 97th Ave. SE 
Mercer Island 
Resident since 2008 & live close to the JCC 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:36 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: jgoldberg777@comcast.net <jgoldberg777@comcast.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 5:02 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 

request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action 

taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 

welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 

features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 

zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 

facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 

proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 

Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request 

affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Jack Goldberg 

713‐962‐0936 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:37 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please help the JCC from an island resident of 30 years

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Jeremy Locke <jeremydlocke1@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:11 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please help the JCC from an island resident of 30 years 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

I’ve been a respondent for 30 years 
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Jeremy locke 

Mid island    

Thank you for your support. 

 
 
Jeremy Locke 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Alice Friedman <alicef.54@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:20 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Alice Friedman 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Voice Your Support for the J's Revitalization

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Sarah Fletcher <fletchsa1@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:22 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; amyl@jcc.org; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Voice Your Support for the J's Revitalization 
 
Hello, I just received this.  I am sorry, I support the Stroum Jewish Community Center, but no way in the world do I 
support this massive project for that area.  This is the size of a the whole of the south end Town Center.  This is 
supposed to be a single‐family residential neighborhood, not commercial and certainly not a whole change of a 
zone.  People were bulking at the Legislature passing fourplexes and duplexes in single‐zoned residential neighborhoods, 
but the JCC want to bring in a huge sportsfield and more buildings.  And I would like to know, let's say, the City allows 
this, what is stopping someone else or a church group asking for the same thing?  Can anyone ask for a rezone of a 
property from single‐family residential to commercial? 
The one school on the island the School District is looking at closing, I would rather the JCC look at that property or even 
the Civic Center which is closed for asbestos.   
And I would like to know what the plan is for traffic?  Everyone knows that it is a nightmare for traffic at the East Mercer 
Way intersection in the mornings.  No‐one seems to be doing anything about the traffic which already is a problem.   
And I don't know where they get "Revitalized" from.  It is not a revitalization but the introduction of a whole other 
zone.  I actually thought this JCC/Herzl was put to rest, I can't believe it is still ongoing.  Please stop with this folly.   
Please make sure I am on record as opposing this massive development/city for a single‐zoned residential neighborhood 
which the community I do not believe asked for and I am sure the neighbors do not want it and who should be consulted 
on as they are the ones whose neighborhood is going to be changed forever.  
 
 
Sarah Fletcher 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Stroum Jewish Community Center <enews@sjcc.org> 
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2023 at 7:03 PM 
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Subject: Voice Your Support for the J's Revitalization 
To: <fletchsa1@gmail.com> 
 

Write to the MI Planning Commission by Nov. 15  

 

View this email in your browser  

   

 

 

   

 

Community lifts us up and holds us together in the best and worst of times. The SJCC is proud to be a 

gathering place for our community, which is why it’s more important than ever to voice your support for the 

SJCC’s future on Mercer Island. 
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Voice Your Support for a Revitalized SJCC 
Email the Mercer Island Planning Commission by November 15 

 

The SJCC has announced the intent to significantly remodel our facilities and we need your help to make it a 

reality. Please voice your support to the Mercer Island Planning Commission before November 15, to request 

this topic be placed on the 2024 docket for Mercer Island City Council. 

  

Here's how you can help:  

1. Email your support to planning.comission@mercerisland.gov by November 15. If you prefer to 

compose your own message, you can find suggested email text here. 

2. Attend the Mercer Island Planning Commission meeting on November 15 to voice your support. Email 

AmyL@sjcc.org for details. 
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Moving Forward to Better Serve the Mercer Island Community  

For the past 54 years, the SJCC has served the entire community of Mercer Island and beyond. Our proposed 

renovation will revitalize our facilities to help us build on our vision to be the most open and welcoming 

community-centered Jewish organization in the Puget Sound region.  

 

Learn more about the inspiring design here. 

 

To facilitate this redevelopment, the SJCC submitted a request to the city of Mercer Island to rezone our 

property from a Residential zoning designation to a Commerical Office designation, which is better aligned 

with our operations. 

 

The proposed renovation builds on feedback from neighbors, members, and our broader community and 

addresses the critical need to replace obsolete facilities and provide ADA accessibility in a safe, comfortable, 

and contemporary space to learn, grow, meet, and build community.   

  

Thank you for helping the SJCC move forward.  
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Copyright © 2023 Stroum Jewish Community Center, All rights reserved.  

You are receiving this email because you opted in at our website or expressed interest in receiving emails from the SJCC.  

 

Our mailing address is:  

Stroum Jewish Community Center 

3801 East Mercer Way 

Mercer Island, WA 98040 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:39 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC remodel

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Terry Azose <tlazose@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:29 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC remodel 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
 
David and Terry Azose 
(206) 450‐0995 cell 
7740 81st Pl. SE 
MI 
 
We have lived on Mercer Island for 37 years and currently, all of our adult children and grandchildren live on the 
Island.  Our children went to preschool, summer camp, swimming lessons at the SJCC before we moved to the island.  All 
8 of our grandchildren have gone through preschool, after school programs, swimming, camp at the J.   We take classes, 
play pickle ball, and exercise at the J.  The facilities are in desperate need of updating, remodeling and care to bring it 
back to the vibrant facility that will serve not only the Jewish population but Mercer Island and neighboring 
communities. 
 
(David Azose, was a member of the Mercer Island planning commission for many years) 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:40 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please support the Plan to rezone the Stroum JCC property. It needs a major renovation and 

they have a good plan.

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Julie Chivo <julie.chivo@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:29 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please support the Plan to rezone the Stroum JCC property. It needs a major renovation and they have a good 
plan. 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  
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Julie Chivo, a resident of Mercer Island since 2011 

2824 61st Avenue SE 

Mercer Island 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:40 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for SJCC Proposal

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: naaman heyman <naaman.hey@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:31 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for SJCC Proposal 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Naaman Heyman 

8275 Merrimount Dr. 2 years on MI 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: cheryl cohen <cherylbd2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 8:18 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 
Cheryl Cohen  
Cherylbd2@gmail.com 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:42 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center Rezoning

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Brandon Hellman <hellman.m.brandon@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:19 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center Rezoning 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Brandon Friedman 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:43 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Renovation Needs

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Jonathan Stern (GDE) <Stern.Jonathan@microsoft.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:22 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Renovation Needs 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
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request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Jonathan Stern 

6942 96th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 

Resident of Mercer Island since 2003 

Sent from Mail for Windows 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:43 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Stephanie Shujman <steph.shujman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:34 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Stephanie Shujman 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:44 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: skeltonmv@gmail.com <skeltonmv@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:36 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:45 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: BRUCE B LEVY <westcoas ish@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:39 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Bruce & Sharon Levy 
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Mercer Island Residents 
206‐930‐8222 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:45 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Request for SJCC rezone to be included on the docket 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Brooke Pariser <brookepariser@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:57 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Request for SJCC rezone to be included on the docket  
 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support.  

Brooke Pariser 

3861 80th Ave. SE Mercer Island, WA 98040 

36 year Mercer Island Resident 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:46 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning the SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Kara Azose <kara.azose@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 10:18 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning the SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Kara Azose 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:47 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Ned Porges <nedporges@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 10:22 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
‐‐ 
Edward Ned Porges, Ed.D. Sea le WA 206‐229‐2315 
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‐‐ 
This email has been checked for viruses by Avast an virus so ware. 
h ps://gcc02.safelinks.protec on.outlook.com/?url=h p%3A%2F%2Fwww.avast.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calison.van
gorp%40mercergov.org%7C772f56b34f0d4920083b08dbd632579d%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7
C0%7C638339283918978665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1ha
WwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C2qzIHBWkWmoDYLUqiBPVhk3hhDRgik6mrydDmMYJug%3D&reser
ved=0 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:47 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Avi Mizrahi <avijmizrahi@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 10:33 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:48 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to 

Commercial Office

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Nicole Wheat <nicolekap@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 10:41 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support.  

Nicole Wheat 

8035 SE 33rd pl 

Mercer Island 

Mercer Island resident since 2017 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:48 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support rezoning of the SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Ann Lokey <amlokey@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 10:56 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support rezoning of the SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Ann Lokey, 6107 SE 32nd St, MI ‐ 27 year resident 

 
Sent from my iPad 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:49 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Ron Leibsohn <rleibsohn@leibsohn.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 11:13 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 

Ronald Leibsohn 
rleibsohn@leibsohn.com 
425-890-6737 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:49 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for Stroum JCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Jon Bloomberg <jonbloomberg@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 11:56 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for Stroum JCC 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. My family 
has loved this community facility, and my two children have gone to preschool here. 

The facility is well past its useful life. Both practically (ADA, HVAC, etc) and aesthetically (compared with JCC facilities in 
other major metros). 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 

Jon Bloomberg and Family 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:50 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Denise Ipock <deniseipock@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:12 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:50 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Pamela Miller <pamela.joy.miller@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 5:21 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum 
Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and 
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a 
swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. For 
over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:51 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Norman Gilinsky and Susan Templeton <sunormco@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 6:05 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Norman L. Gilinsky 
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Woodinville, Washington 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:51 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Eric Adler <ericladler@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 6:11 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Eric Adler  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:52 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Carla Tobis <cjtobis@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 6:15 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Carla Greenbaum 
Mercer Island resident since 1986 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:04 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please help the JCC from an island resident of 30 years

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Jeremy Locke <jeremydlocke1@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:53 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please help the JCC from an island resident of 30 years 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

I’ve been a respondent for 30 years 
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Jeremy locke 

Mid island    

Thank you for your support. 

 
 
Jeremy Locke 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:05 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC's rezoning request, please approve

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Rachel Silberstein <rachsilberstein@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:57 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC's rezoning request, please approve 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

The SJCC is an absolute treasure, providing ordinary families who can't afford the exclusive and 
elitist country clubs that dominate the island, with opportunities to swim, work out, and play. MI 
should do everything in its power to develop its mission. 

Thank you, 

Rachel 

******** 
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Rachel Silberstein 
  
Book Reviews Editor, Textile History 
  
Recent publications 
  
"Fashion in Ming and Qing China" in The Cambridge Global History of Fashion (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2023), eds. Giorgio Riello, Christopher Breward and Beverly Lemire 
 
A Fashionable Century: Textile Artistry and Commerce in the Late Qing (University of Washington Press, 
2020) 

 Winner of the 2021 Millia Davenport Publication Award sponsored by the Costume Society of America  
 Honorable Mention, 2023 Bei Shan Tang Monograph Prize  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:54 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: susan glick <glickshop@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:36 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
I wrote earlier but wanted to add something.  I have lived in many towns and what mercer island city does not provide 
are classes and opportunities for recreation and growth.  (Not talking about events such as hallooween and summer 
concerts.) If the paltry offerings of the city rec department are going to stay as is and not planning to expand than give 
the J what it needs to pick up the slack.  I suspect city sponsored classes are few because the city is low on money.  But it 
is a shame the city offers so little for recreation. 
 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:55 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Marty Nelson <martysnelson@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:50 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action 
taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects 
the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Marty Nelson (23 year Mercer Island resident) 

3695 W Mercer Way 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:55 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Jennifer Goodrich <jennifer.r.goodrich@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:52 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Jennifer Goodrich ‐ MI resident for 12 years 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:56 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC Rezone support

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: mbstarnes@comcast.net <mbstarnes@comcast.net>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:59 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC Rezone support 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the 
docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and 
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC 
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current 
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and 
specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution 
on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is 
now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Margie Starnes 

6200 SE 27th Street, Resident since 2006 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:57 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Pam Feinstein <pam@chutzpa.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 9:16 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
I am asking you to please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant (e.g. there is no elevator or place to install an elevator for those unable to use 
stairs), needs a working HVAC system and, as someone who swims several  mes per week, it features a swimming pool 
that is long past its usefulness.  It also was not originally built to be the secure campus that now is necessary.  
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. I know many members who are Mercer Island 
residents  and members even though they are not Jewish.   It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to 
not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on 
any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Pam Feinstein 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:57 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: austindcohn@gmail.com <austindcohn@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 9:40 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

This project is long overdue, please get this process moving.   

Thank you, 

 

Austin Cohn   
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:57:41 PM

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Marla Goldberg <marla@marlagoldberg.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request
affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.  

136

Item 1.

mailto:andrea.larson@mercergov.org
mailto:Alison.VanGorp@mercergov.org
mailto:Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7C4f00998b2f304749f87608dbd676f418%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638339578602261903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zx4xO3Ovcsh9ryLmOyvbs2ohvoRH5cPauINAmJRHhiU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2Fcommunity%2Fpage%2Fcity-facility-and-program-information&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7C4f00998b2f304749f87608dbd676f418%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638339578602417634%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=610CDME624m2eeiCepEkpzbz1sJ%2FC8AtsTYtDxj9nnU%3D&reserved=0


Thank you for your support.  
Marla Goldberg
MI resident 20 years ( my husband resident 59 years) 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:30 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Paul Amato <pra717@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 10:03 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council 
places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels 
to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has 
served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building 
is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is 
long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific 
interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community 
asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of 
this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
 
Warmly, Dr. Paul Amato  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:31 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Linda <Linda98004@comcast.net> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 10:20 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:31 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Gayle Palmer <gayle1041@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 10:40 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  

140

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:32 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezone Feedback

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Trea Diament <treadiament@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 11:06 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Rezone Feedback 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
As a neighbor of the JCC, I strongly support their plan to modernize the facility. Families need a nice, updated 
community center. By allowing this to go through, MI parents will have a great location for summer camps, after school 
activities, swim lessons, and cultural activities. The older the facility gets, the more parents choose Bellevue, and the 
more our on‐island community degrades. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Trea Diament 

141

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:32 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Tori Schwartz <toris@jewishinseattle.org>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 11:12 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Donate Now >> 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:37 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Brian Goffman <brian.goffman@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 11:32 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
‐‐‐ 
Brian Goffman 
c: (206) 618‐4900 
brian.goffman@gmail.com 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:39 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Form submission from: Contact the City

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Contact the City mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: City of Mercer Island <mercerisland‐wa@municodeweb.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 10:04 AM 
To: Customer Service Mailbox <customerservice@mercerisland.gov> 
Subject: Form submission from: Contact the City 
 

Submitted on Thursday, October 26, 2023 ‐ 10:04am 

Submitted by user: Visitor 

Submitted values are: 

Name Andree Brooka  
Email andreebrooks@hotmail.com  
Phone Number 203‐722‐1613  
Question/Comment  
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
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For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
[insert your name, and if appropriate, insert your MI address and years in resident on MI] 
Mercer Island City Council Email 
 
Email the Mercer Island City Council at council@mercerisland.gov and copy the info below into your email. 
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, 
 
I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to 
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its useful use. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the 
Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andree Brooks 
 
Please support the Stroum community Center, It is such a worthwhile resource. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:40 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please approve the SJCC request to rezone from a residential zoning designation to a 

Commercial Office designation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Aaron Lavin <lavin_aaron@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 11:40 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please approve the SJCC request to rezone from a residential zoning designation to a Commercial Office 
designation 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the 
docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and 
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC 
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current 
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and 
specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
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request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution 
on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is 
now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Aaron Lavin 

7835 SE 22nd Pl. 98040 

20 year resident of Mercer Island 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:40 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC Renovation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Alan Tesler <atesler3@comcast.net> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:19 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC Renova on 
 
To the Mercer Island Planning Commission‐ 
 
     My wife and I have been Mercer Island residents since December 1984, and have been members of the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center since shortly a er we moved here. 
 
     We have seen the evolu on of the JCC over the last nearly 40 years, and have been frequent users of the facility.  The 
JCC serves a wide por on of the Mercer Island and Eastside community, including many non‐Jewish residents.  As such, it 
is a valuable community asset to the Sea le Jewish community and the broader Mercer Island community as well. 
 
     Unfortunately, with the passage of  me, in spite of several minor remodels over the years, the building has aged and 
needs moderniza on. The leadership of the JCC has developed a renova on plan, but to fulfill it, the land parcels need to 
be rezoned from Residen al to Commercial Office.  The renova on will impact only the JCC and have no adverse impact 
on the surrounding residen al and commercial proper es. 
 
     Please recommend that the JCC's request for rezoning be placed on the City Council's docket for ac on in 2024.  I 
believe the JCC deserves your support. 
 
     Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alan Tesler 
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2205 82nd Avenue SE 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning for the JCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Harvey Kanter <hrkanter@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:29 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>; Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Harvey Kanter <hrkanter@gmail.com> 
Subject: Rezoning for the JCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action 
taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects 
the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 

Harvey Kanter, 12 Meadow Ln, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Garrett Hyman <garretthyman@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:39 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  

-GSH 

============================================ 
Garrett S. Hyman, MD, MPH, FACSM, FABPMR, CAQSM   
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Lake Washington Sports & Spine 
www.lakewass.com 
www.seattlesoccermedicine.com 
www.healthoptimizationprogram.com 
Consultant Physician -- Sports Medicine  
Independent Practice Proud 
============================================ 
 

  
 
 
        
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). The 
information contained in this message is private and confidential, may contain legally protected health information and may be subject 
to one or more non-disclosure agreements, HIPAA privacy regulations and other laws. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or 
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the 
original message.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Request to rezone the JCC from Residential to Commercial Office

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Jeff Hsu <jjhsu2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 1:02 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Request to rezone the JCC from Residential to Commercial Office 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Jeff Hsu 
7203 W Mercer Way ‐ 20 year resident 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:42 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC proposal 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Dodi Nov <drdodi@bellevuesmiles.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 1:14 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC proposal  
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

I live across the street from the SJCC   

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action 
taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects 
the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support.  

Dodi Nov 

3838 E Mercer Way 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:42 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: akarp31@gmail.com <akarp31@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 2:19 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the 
docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and 
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC 
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current 
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and 
specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution 
on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is 
now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Abby Marcus, 7014 SE 20th ST, Mercer Island resident 12 years 

160

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:43 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Deborah <Dlevinger99@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 4:34 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:44 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Liz Friedman <eabf00@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 4:41 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the 
docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and 
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC 
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current 
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and 
specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution 
on the Island. 
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The SJCC team - both the staff and board leadership - have been working with the City of 
Mercer Island for years to move this project forward as a benefit to the whole Mercer Island 
community. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on 
Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Liz Friedman, 2035 80th Ave SE, Mercer Island - 20 year MI resident, 20 year SJCC member, 
and former SJCC Board President 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:44 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Ann Blake <asportygal@comcast.net> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 5:36 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Ann Blake 
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Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:45 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Thomas Odell <tomeodell@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 6:28 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum 
Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and 
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a 
swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. For 
over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:45 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Larry Schlessinger <larrys33@msn.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 6:37 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
 
Larry Schlessinger 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 9:42 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Gloria Milner <gloriamilner@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:56 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 9:46 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Beverly Pressey <beverlypressey@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 9:09 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
Bevelry Pressey and family 
Mercer Island resident, 28 years 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 9:58 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Moses Mwangi <englishmuseum@icloud.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 11:11 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: info@sjcc.org; amy@sjcc.org 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

𝕯𝖊𝖆𝖗 𝕸𝖊𝖗𝖈𝖊𝖗 𝕴in;margin𝖑𝖆𝖓𝖉 𝕮𝖎𝖙𝖞 𝕮𝖔𝖚𝖓𝖈𝖎𝖑, 

We are writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on 
the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
 
CEO 
Moses Mwangi 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 9:59 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Stacy Gilmore <drsgilmore@me.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 7:27 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 10:00 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Arnie Gersch <agersch@outlook.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 8:00 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 10:02 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Centerʼs request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 

 

Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Carl A. Bianco <cabianco@biancoproperties.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 9:13 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Centerʼs request 

 

To: Mercer Island Planning Commission & City Council and City Council, 

We are writing to request that the Planning Commission and City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with 
prioritization for action in 2024. 

Since we arrived on M.I. almost 43 years ago, the SJCC has been part of our life.  With both athletics and all 
kinds of other activities, we have spent many hours at the “J”.  Everyone knows this building needs updating, 
and it needs it badly.   

It is your responsibility to act in the interests of the majority of your population.  Please do so and approve 
their request. 

If you have any questions, we can be contacted as shown below.  Thank you. 

From: 

Carl and Joann Bianco 
8700 North Mercer Way  Mercer Island, WA  98040 
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His Cell/Primary: (206) 853-6017  Her Cell: (206) 898-6286  
Almost 43 years as residents of Mercer Island 
Previously at 7210 North Mercer Way, Mercer Island 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 10:03 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Rochelle Goffe <rochellegoffe@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 9:45 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 10:31 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Gloria Milner <gloriamilner@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:56 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 3:12 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Supporting the SCJJ Revitalization Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Leanne Bellar Gordon <leanne.b.gordon@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 12:55 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Supporting the SCJJ Revitalization Project 
 
Dear MI Planning Commission, 
 
I am a resident of Mercer Island and have a family with three children between the ages of 2‐7.  Please recommend that 
the MI City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels 
to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island.  
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Leanne Gordon, age 37, three year resident of First Hill on Mercer Island 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 3:11 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment Received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Meghan Meehan <mmeehan8@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 10:38 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Meghan Meehan 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:33 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Supporting the SCJJ Revitalization Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Seth Gordon <gordon.seth@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2023 7:00 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Supporting the SCJJ Revitalization Project 
 
Dear MI Planning Commission, 
 
I am a resident of Mercer Island and have a family with three children between the ages of 2‐7.  Please recommend that 
the MI City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels 
to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Seth Gordon, age 39, three year resident of First Hill on Mercer Island, 3 children ages 2‐7 :) 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:33 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: mossnpeg@aol.com <mossnpeg@aol.com>  
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2023 11:44 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council 
places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels 
to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has 
served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building 
is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is 
long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific 
interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community 
asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of 
this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:34 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for SJCC Rezone

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Jean Klein <jeankanklein@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 2:44 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for SJCC Rezone 
 
 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 
 

Jean Klein 
5360 Lansdowne Lane 
49 year resident of Mercer Island  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:34 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Steve Lewis <SLewis@pspipe.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 2:46 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Steve Lewis 
Steve Lewis
 

Chief Financial Officer 
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Email: SLewis@pspipe.com  | Phone: (253) 796-9350 
  

Web: www.pspipe.com  | Cell: (206) 947-4040 
 

7816 S. 202nd Street | Kent  | WA  |  98032
 

         

PSP is now open in 
 Spokane, WA and Salem, OR 

 Please consider the environment before printing this email message.
 

Disclaimer: 
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the message recipient. If you are not the 
message recipient you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify SLewis@pspipe.com 
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail 
transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, 
destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. Steve Lewis therefore does not accept liability for any errors 
or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is 
required please request a hard-copy version. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:34 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: The J

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Barbara Cohen <cohenhead1@mac.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 3:05 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: The J 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Barby Cohen 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:35 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Re zoning the SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Lisa Porad <lisa@lisaporad.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 3:07 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Re zoning the SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Lisa Porad 
2445 74th Ave SE 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
Island resident 25 years.  Grew up at the J 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:35 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Jeff Miles <jmiles0531@aol.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 3:33 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center%2��s request to rezone their 
large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this 
building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 
 

It%2��s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this nearly 
impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood 
integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not 
support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 

 
Sent from AOL on Android 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:36 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lynn Wartnik <tony2lynni@comcast.net> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 4:00 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:36 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Jean Dunbabin <jeanfdunbabin@outlook.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 4:18 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
J is best ins tu on on the island  
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Sent from my iPad 
Jean Dunbabin  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:37 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezone

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Scott Porad <scott@porad.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 5:47 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Rezone 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Scott Porad 
2445 74th Ave SE 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:37 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Theresa Lieberman <theresaclieberman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 5:48 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Theresa Lieberman 
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Sent from my iPad 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:37 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Avi Freedman <af@thefitnessoutlet.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 6:08 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Avi Freedman 
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The Fitness Outlet, Inc 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:38 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Leslie Rousso <lshtabs@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 6:30 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Leslie Rousso 
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Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:38 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Be y Ann Richmond <be yannrichmond@comcast.net> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 8:48 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:39 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center re-zoning request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Ken Wolfe <ken@wolfedwelling.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 10:40 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center re‐zoning request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Ken Wolfe 
7012 81st Avenue SE 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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15 year resident 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:39 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezone

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Gloria Wolfe <gloria@wolfedwelling.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 10:56 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Rezone 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Gloria Wolfe 
MI Resident for 15+ years 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:40 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC rezone 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Nigel Maughan <nigel.maughan@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 7:54 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC rezone  
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Regards 
 

Nigel Maughan 
MI resident 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:40 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Bruce Anderson <bruce@mbanderson.net>  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:17 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.  

Thank you for your support.   M. Bruce Anderson – 206‐397‐3579 or bruce@mbanderson.net:  A resident of Mercer 
Island since 1980. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 3:40 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC rezone request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Rachel Hyman <rachshyman@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:32 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC rezone request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Rachel Hyman 
6924 SE Allen St, MI 
An Islander for over 20 years! 

209

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 9:08 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC remodel!

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Stephanie King <stephaniedbartley@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 6:22 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC remodel! 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Given this is a prewritten letter below, even though it does a great job of recapping my feelings 
about this project, I want to add a personal note because this really matters to me. Our youngest 
daughter attended pre‐school at the JCC, learned to swim in that pool, and was my very first 
attempt at getting a trainer to get in shape, oh and I met my very best "mom friend".  So as 
someone who loved what the JCC brought to our community as a parent on the island I just want 
to reiterate that it would be amazing to have a wonderful remodeled JCC as a community asset!  

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
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facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Stephanie & Matt King (one of us was born and raised on the island and the other is 17+ years)  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 9:09 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: proposed rezone for Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: PAUL BURSTEIN <burstein62@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:31 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: proposed rezone for Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  
 
I am writing to urge you to ask the Mercer Island City Council to act favorably on the Stroum JCC’s 
rezone request–to change the zoning from residential to commercial office–during 2024.  
 
The SJCC has been an important resource for many thousands of Mercer Island residents (as well as 
residents of other, nearby communities) for well over 50 years, providing a high-quality preschool, 
after-school programs, summer camp, and many other programs for children; cultural programs of 
many kinds, including the showing of new movies, live entertainment, lectures, and events featuring 
well-known scholars, nationally recognized experts, and local figures who address topics of special 
concern to the Jewish community; a wide range of fitness and sports activities; celebrations of Jewish 
holidays that draw families from all over the Seattle area; and much, much more. Though the SJCC is 
the Jewish Community Center, it is open to all; the programs are inclusive, and the participants are 
diverse religiously, racially, ethnically, economically, and in terms of gender identity.  
 
I think the SJCC adds immeasurably to the quality of life on Mercer Island. It provides a rich 
environment in which people, both Mercer Islands and other, can meet; brings together people who 
would not otherwise meet and creates a sense of community; and, very concretely, provides 
substantial employment, contributes (through its swim lessons and fitness programs for the elderly) to 
public health and safety, and responds to a strong public need for preschool and childrens’ activities.  
 
Unfortunately, the SJCC’s facility is outdated and cannot meet the growing needs of the community. 
Significant improvements cannot be made, however, without the property being rezoned from 
residential to commercial office. I know that the SJCC has been working with its neighbors to 
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minimize the impact on the neighborhood of changes to the building and property, and, indeed, the 
SJCC hopes that its proposed improvements will improve the quality of life for its neighbors as well as 
the larger Mercer Island community and the Seattle area more generally.  
 
I do hope you will make it possible for the SJCC to move forward with its proposed plans as 
expeditiously as possible.  
 
Thanks for your consideration.  
   
Paul Burstein  
8367 SE 30th Street, Mercer Island  
206.992.3981  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 12:59 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Tamar Heyman <tamar.haberfeld@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 11:32 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Tamar Heyman  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 1:00 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: crawfb <crawfb@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 11:25 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 

215

Item 1.



2

Sent from my Galaxy 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 2:09 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Laura Jantos <laura.jantos@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 1:38 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
My family has been a member of SJCC for more than 20 years and I have used the facilities since the 1980s.  For over 
54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this 
building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its 
usefulness.  
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Laura Jantos 
8225 SE 61st Street 

217

Item 1.



2

Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 5:41 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC 2024 Docket Request and Action

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Michele Kohorn <mref1@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 6:39 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC 2024 Docket Request and Action 
 

 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 

219

Item 1.



2

request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Warmly,  

Michele 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 5:42 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Barbara Mesher <bbmesher@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 8:16 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 5:42 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Gerald bernstein <g3bernste@comcast.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 10:19 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and 
it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness.  
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors.  
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request 
affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island.  
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.  
 
Thank you for your support.  
Gerald Bernstein, M.D.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 5:43 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Dana Pruchno <danapruchno@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 12:09 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC  
 
 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
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request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

William and Dana Pruchno 
MI Residents for 21 years 
7928 SE 76th St 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 5:44 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for SJCC Revitalization Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Lara B. Cherry <lara.b.cherry@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 2:09 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for SJCC Revitalization Project 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Below you will find a copied and pasted (yet still very true email) in support of the revitalization of 
the SJCC; however, I'd first like to say a few words of personal support for the project.  To be clear, 
I do not live on Mercer Island but have been contemplating whether that would be the right move 
for our family for several years now.  There are things we love about living in Seattle, but sorely 
miss the lack of Jewish community facilities there. I grew up in Atlanta, where they did a massive 
renovation of the MJCC (Marcus Jewish Community Center) facility when I was in middle school, I 
believe.  Both before and after its renovation, I spent countless days and evenings there at 
summer camps, classes, girl scout troop meetings, while my parents participated in activities like 
film festivals, art shows, softball and basketball leagues, etc.  Later, my fledgling Jewish high 
school began on the MJCC property and we were lucky enough to have use of its facilities for all 
kinds of extracurriculars.  It has been to my great dismay that we have no similar option in Seattle 
and has honestly been part of the reason we consider moving to Mercer Island.  On the flip side, 
we love our child's private school in Seattle and are hesitant to move primarily for the community 
offered by both the island and its Jewish community (and Jewish community facility), 
especially when said facility is quite old and outdated.  Were this facility to be updated, it would 
likely cement our decision to move to the island and possibly affect others in a similar manner.  It 
would be a meeting place for the community at a time where that is sorely needed in the face of 
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rising antisemitism, and a place for families to gather, children to take swim and sports lessons, 
attend camps, and for the elderly to participate in group activities so vital to their physical and 
mental wellbeing.  Thank you. 

‐‐‐‐ 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 
‐‐  
Lara B. Cherry 
lara.b.cherry@gmail.com 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, November 3, 2023 2:51 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please Support the SJCC Plan!

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Alan Waldbaum <alanwaldbaum@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 2, 2023 6:36 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please Support the SJCC Plan! 
 

Dear Planning Commission, 

 

I am 54 years old and practically grew up at the Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC).  I went 
to pre‐school there, I took swimming lessons there, I did gymnastics there, I played youth 
basketball there, I did BBYO there, I have always worked out there (even when I attended UW ‐ 
because the IMA used to be so crowded back then!), I met my wife there, my kids attended pre‐
school there, did JExplorers and go to BBYO now.  It is the heart of the Jewish people in the 
Seattle area ‐‐ and it needs your support.  At a time when Antisemitism is rearing its ugly head 
everywhere ‐‐ we hope that Mercer Island will continue to stand as a beacon of light and a place 
where the Jewish people can feel safe. 
 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 
For my entire life, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all people ‐‐ not 
just Jewish people ‐‐ of all ages, all races, all economic backgrounds, all ethnicities. However, this 
building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 
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Please help us.  It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the 
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific 
interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Alan Waldbaum (206‐853‐7796) 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:36 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Carol G <ginsbergca@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 3, 2023 8:29 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
Hello. 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Carol Ginsberg 
3230 80th Ave. SE 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:36 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: meansmary@aol.com <meansmary@aol.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 4:13 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council 
places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land 
parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the 
SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, 
and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. 
A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while 
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 
54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution 
on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on 
Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:37 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezone Docket Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Tom W <tomw1415@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 4:24 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Rezone Docket Request 
 

Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council place the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

The SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC 
ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Tom Walsh 

3817 80th Ave SE, Mercer Island WA 98040 

206‐310‐6398 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:37 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC revisions

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Renee Eskenazi <renesken@comcast.net>  
Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 8:15 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC revisions 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  
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Renee Eskenazi  

P.O. Box 530 Mercer Island WA 98040 

27 years MI resident in total  

 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Chee San Choy <choycheesan@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 9:52 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. Mercer Island needs newer facilities to compete with neighboring cities and stay 
relevant to today's needs. 

 

Thanks 

Sandra Choy 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:39 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Barbara Rappoport <barbrappo@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 4:10 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Barbara Rappoport  
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Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:39 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support SJCC remodeling

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Daisy Yanrui Zhang <zyr8911@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 7:18 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>; Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support SJCC remodeling 
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization 
for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
Yanrui Zhang 
3056 61st Ave SE, 
Mercer Island, 
WA 98040 
Resident since 2019 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:47 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Sharon Lo  <sharonlot@aol.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:40 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 
Hello, my husband and I and our family have lived on the island for over 46 years.  My two sons and their families now 
live on the island.  Our parents lived on the island, and our siblings s ll live on the island.  My husband was born here.  
For the past 54 years we have been members of the SJCC.  It provided camaraderie and exercise for our parents, 
preschool and a erschool ac vi es for our children and grandchildren, and a place of community and safety for us all.  It 
is in dire need of repair and rebuilding.  Please consider rezoning so we can con nue the tradi on of community and 
care for us and our family.  Thank you for listening and please help to make the island a be er, happier and safer place to 
live.  Thank you again, Marty and Sharon Lo . 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 4:44 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Ma  Skelton <skeltonm@mac.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 1:02 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Ma  Skelton 
 
Sent from my iPad 

242

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 4:44 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning land parcels for the JCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Clarfeld, Michael <MClarfeld@clearbridge.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 2:17 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning land parcels for the JCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. I grew up at the JCC and it played a huge role in the person I have become. I made 
lifelong friends at the JCC and learned important skill there (how to work together, be part of a 
team and practice to become better). 

However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features 
a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 
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For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you, 

Michael Clarfeld 

 

Michael Clarfeld, CFA 
Managing Director, Portfolio Manager 

ClearBridge Investments 
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10018 
tel: 212‐805‐2056 
MClarfeld@ClearBridge.com 

IMPORTANT: E‐mail sent through the Internet is not secure. We therefore recommend that you do not send any 
confidential or sensitive information to us via electronic mail, including social security numbers, account numbers, or 
personal identification numbers. Delivery, and or timely delivery of Internet mail is not guaranteed. We therefore 
recommend that you do not send time sensitive or action‐oriented messages to us via electronic mail. This message is 
intended for the addressee only and may contain privileged or confidential information. Unless you are the intended 
recipient, you may not use, copy or disclose to anyone any information contained in this message. If you have received 
this message in error, please notify the author by replying to this message and then kindly delete the message. Thank 
you. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:24 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Ingrid Eisenman <ilah @me.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:17 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:25 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: The Future of the SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Hart Cole <john.hart.cole@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:30 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: The Future of the SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Hart Cole 

MI Resident  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:25 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Eric Monsowitz <ericmonsowitz@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:44 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Eric 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:26 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Revitalizing the SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Kalai Socha‐Leialoha <kalai@socha.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:45 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Revitalizing the SJCC 

 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Best, 
Kalai Socha‐Leialoha 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:27 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Mailer  <alanbunin@aol.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:46 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council 
places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels 
to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has 
served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building 
is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is 
long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific 
interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community 
asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of 
this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:29 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Pallu <pallushah@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:50 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Thanks,Pallu 
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Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:30 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Parness Alma <alma.parness@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:05 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Alma Parness 
2228 78th Ave SE 
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Mercer Island 98040 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:31 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Prudy Bair <prudybair@icloud.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:26 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Prudence Bair 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:32 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Lois Fuhr <lfuhr@fuhrassoc.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:32 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 

Lois Fuhr 
206.601.4868 (m) 
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206.260.3147 (f) 
www.loisfuhr.com 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Mercer Island Country Club Docket Request Support
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:36:44 AM

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Josephine Orndorff <josephine.orndorff@outlook.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:37 PM
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Mercer Island Country Club Docket Request Support
 

Dear Commissioners,

 

I support the Mercer Island Country Club’s Docket Request, which you are scheduled to
consider at your November 15 meeting. I am ten years old, and in fifth grade at Island Park. I
play in the Mercer Island Country Club junior program, and play tennis most days with
friends and family.  Please vote to recommend this request with high priority to our City
Council.  This Docket Request will allow our club to once again use a bubble over four of our
outdoor tennis courts in the rainy months.

 

Thank you for your time and service to our community,

Jojo Orndorff
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1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:37 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Shang Shang <shangshang1224@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:03 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Shang Shang 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: michael gluck <gasm1g@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:05 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum 
Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with 
action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a 
swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 
54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to 
not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact 
on any other facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on 
Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
 
I stand fully behind the above statement.  The facility is extensively used by children, parents, athletes, wannabe athletes, 
community members, silver sneakers, and many others.  The renovation is many years overdue.  Please support the 
rezone. 
 
Michael Gluck, MD 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Rosalie Frankel <rocycle@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:24 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
 Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the 
SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support 
the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer 
Island is now.  
My family has participated in a wide variety of programs at the JCC as members for the past 30 years. The JCC is an 
important asset and resource for our community. It serves reach beyond  Jewish families. My Christian neighbors send 
their son to the preschool and I have several non‐ Jewish friends who workout at the Gym. Improvement to this dated 
facility will benefit all  residents of Mercer Island and the greater community.  
  I’ve lived on Mercer Island for over 30 years and feel this is a needed and important action.  
 
Thank you,  
Rosalie Frankel  
2880 74th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Rosalie Frankel <rocycle@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:24 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
 Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the 
SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support 
the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer 
Island is now.  
My family has participated in a wide variety of programs at the JCC as members for the past 30 years. The JCC is an 
important asset and resource for our community. It serves reach beyond  Jewish families. My Christian neighbors send 
their son to the preschool and I have several non‐ Jewish friends who workout at the Gym. Improvement to this dated 
facility will benefit all  residents of Mercer Island and the greater community.  
  I’ve lived on Mercer Island for over 30 years and feel this is a needed and important action.  
 
Thank you,  
Rosalie Frankel  
2880 74th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lee <leatricesk@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:33 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 

264

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:39 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Michael Magee <mjmagee@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:35 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:39 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: MOSS PATASHNIK <mossnpeg@aol.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 9:18 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to 
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool 
that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while 
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will 
not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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 Moss Patashnik 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:40 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Tammy Cohen Silverstein <cohen.silverstein@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 9:49 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Tammy Cohen 
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585.314.9966 

269

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:40 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Samuel Ostroff <sam.ostroff@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 9:58 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely,  
Samuel Ostroff 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: In favor of rezoning the SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Wayne Flowers <waynesflowers@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:29 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: In favor of rezoning the SJCC 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you.  
Wayne Flowers 
2820 75th Pl SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Carin Jacobson <csulman@comcast.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:55 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  
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Carin Jacobson  

2718 60th Ave SE  

MI Resident for 47 years  

 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC rezone request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Joan Lieberman‐Brill <joanieLB@outlook.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 11:44 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC rezone request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  
 
Please recommend to the City Council to place the request to rezone the Stroum JCC property from Residen al to 
Commercial Office on the docket for considera on with ac on to be taken in 2024.   
 
I am wri ng to express my support to rezone the property in order to redevelop the exis ng 54 year old facility to serve 
City residents into the future. Under current zoning limita ons, the proposal would not be possible. The rezone would 
allow the use to expand in a way that honors the integrity of the surrounding residen al neighborhood by mee ng all 
development standards of the proposed zoning classifica on through the design review process.  
 
The loca on of a community center so close to I‐90 provides convenient access for the residents of the island as well as 
those commu ng from the greater Sea le area.   A er a rezone is approved, the redevelopment and expansion proposal 
would be designed to reduce traffic conges on along East Mercer Way by crea ng be er circula on into the site and 
adjoining French school.  That would be an improvement for everyone in the neighborhood. With sensi ve site planning, 
including mee ng or exceeding required setbacks, height, landscaping, and buffering requirements of the Commercial 
Office zoning classifica on, the proposed rezone and redevelopment proposal will minimize adverse impacts and 
con nue to be an asset to the community, hopefully for another 50+ years.    
 
 
Thank you for your considera on. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Joan Lieberman‐Brill  
Former Mercer Island resident.    
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:42 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please help make our community better

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Lexruben <lexruben@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 7:28 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please help make our community better 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Alexis Rubenstein  
7410 87th pl se  
Mercer Island, Wa 98040 
Sent from my mobile device 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:42 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please approve SJCC Rezone

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Pamela Lavitt <plavitt@me.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 7:32 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please approve SJCC Rezone 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and 
it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request 
affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support, Pamela Lavitt 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Request to Rezone
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 11:42:59 AM

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Leigh Anne Kuiken <lkuiken@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:50 AM
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC Request to Rezone
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all
ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs
a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
usefulness.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office
property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood
integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on
any other facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Leigh Anne Kiviat 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:45 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Eric Heinberg <orleanean@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:34 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and 
it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request 
affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Sincerely, 
Dr. Eric Heinberg 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:42 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Bruce Kahn <bruce@foundationgroupre.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:53 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.  

Thank you for your support.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:43 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: lolly locke <lollylocke@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:36 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Alyson Locke 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 3:43 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Andree Brooks <andreebrooks@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:46 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Andree Brooks 
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1115 108th Ave NE su.537 
Bellevue WA 98004 
USA 
Cell: 203 722 1613 
Hm/office 425 502 7483 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 3:44 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Jewish Community Center Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Tricia Breen <Breen.Tricia@comcast.net>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 2:08 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Jewish Community Center Request 
 
 

 

 
Subject: Jewish Community Center Request for Rezone 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
I am writing to request that you expedite and approve a rezone of the Stroum JCC to Office Commercial. 
Doing so will allow the JCC to complete much needed facility updates without affecting their neighbors 
or nearby properties. The JCC is a vital community resource for all families of Mercer Island, (not only 
Jewish). It is an important preschool, recreational and social facility where people of all faiths gather. 
Please consider this request which will make Mercer Island an even better place to live! Thank you for 
your consideration. 
Sincerely 
Patricia Breen 
Richard Fruchter 
2246 80th Ave SE 
Mercer Island 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 4:59 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Plz support the JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Senn, Rep. Tana <Tana.Senn@leg.wa.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 3:58 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Plz support the JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  

I write to request that you please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council place the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 
2024. 

The SJCC has been an amazing asset to the community for 54 years. Similar to the City Hall, the building is old, is not ADA 
compliant, needs a working HVAC system, and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness.  

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

Please support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island with support of the zoning change.  

Thank you, 

Tana Senn 
8426 SE 47th Street 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 5:00 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: michael gluck <gasm1g@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 4:21 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Michael Gluck, MD 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:08 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: sooperdoc@aol.com <sooperdoc@aol.com>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 8:18 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council 
places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels 
to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has 
served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building 
is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is 
long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific 
interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community 
asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of 
this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
 
Dr. Arnold Reich 
Mercer Island resident for fifty years. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:09 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Reanne Berkstresser <reanneb15@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 5:44 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Reanne Berkstresser 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:09 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Lorin Freedman <lorin.freedman@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 1:46 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

I live in Mercer Island (3206 90th Pl SE) with my wife and 2 children. We learned about Mercer Island around the birth of 
our first child in 2017 and we enrolled him in the Early Childhood School there. We were so impressed with the school 
and the surrounding community that we moved here last year. The J has been of great importance to us and we believe 
that its expansion is in the community's interest. 
 
I therefore ask that you recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 
 
Lorin Freedman 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Nov. 15 Planning Commission Meeting/ 2024 Annual Docket/Objection To Staff"s Report/Public Comments

On Suggested Amendment 18
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:09:37 AM

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Dan Thompson <danielpthompson@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 2:33 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>
Cc: Jeff Thomas <jeff.thomas@mercerisland.gov>; Jessi Bon <jessi.bon@mercergov.org>; Planning
Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Nov. 15 Planning Commission Meeting/ 2024 Annual Docket/Objection To Staff's
Report/Public Comments On Suggested Amendment 18
 
Dear Alison, council and planning commission,
 
 
 
I have read the recently released agenda packet for the Nov. 15 Planning Commission
meeting.  TEM-Attachment-001-319c9a30e91a44a1a0d70b70ccc915a2.pdf
(usgovcloudapi.net)  To say that it is unusual and deficient would be a gross understatement. 
Please consider these my public comments on Suggested Amendment 18, the rezone of the
JCC properties from single family residential to commercial office, as well as my comments
from Nov. 9 at the bottom of this email.
 
If there is one basic error in staff's report it is the report fails to understand amendment 18
is not about uses, it is about the ability of a single CUP in the residential zone to obtain
much greater regulatory limits than the surrounding residential zone or other CUP's.  The
CUP already enjoys a conditional use.  The only question is whether the conditional use
should also enjoy greater regulatory limits than houses in the same residential zone.
 
 
1.  SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT.
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A.  This process is not just unusual but deficient.  The public has not been advised of the
reasons for questioning the planning commission members over conflicts of interest or the
appearance of conflicts, public comments received to date are not attached to staff's report,
and the commission members themselves are left to decide whether to recuse themselves if
there is the appearance of a conflict when recusal needs to be made by a third party with legal
expertise.  The public is left with the definite impression the city knows something it is not
revealing.
 
B.  Staff's report is woefully deficient, and fails to recite the history of this property,  and the
30-year history of attempts to obtain preferential regulatory limits beyond those allowed in
the CUP and residential zone.
 
C.  A conditional use permit already receives zoning benefits that are not allowed for the
houses in the surrounding residential zone, including the non-conforming conditional use, no
internal yard setbacks, and increased impervious surface limits for parking.
 
D.  A fundamental concept for non-conforming conditional use permits is the non-conforming
use does not also receive preferential regulatory limits above those allowed to conforming
uses.
 
E.  Staff's report fails to educate the planning commission on Administrative Interpretation 
22-004 that was just issued last year for this very same property, and outlines all the elements
of the comprehensive plan than prevent a CUP from upzoning residentially zoned property or
applying for a variance to obtain preferential regulatory limits.
 
F.  The JCC's application to upzone its residential zoned properties to CO is either an illegal
spot zone contrary to MICC 19.15.240(C)(4), or it must be available to every other property
owner in the SFH residential zone, including other CUP's and conforming uses like single family
homes.  This amendment effectively eliminates the SFH residential zone on MI.  Yet staff's
report is silent on this critical issue even though it admits the application is site specific.
 
 
 
2.  APPEARANCE OF FAIRNESS DOCTRINE.   THE COMMISSIONERS THEMSELVES CANNOT
DECIDE IF THEY HAVE A CONFLICT OR APPEARANCE OF A CONFLICT.
 
 
The hearing will begin with a voir dire of planning commission members, followed by the
opportunity of the public to question members on their answers, although the public has not
been provided any  basis for this unusual process, or what has triggered it.  But even then,
staff's report states:  "Commissioners may respond to any challenges and then would need
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to make their own decision as to whether or not to recuse themselves from these
proceedings".
 
How can the commissioners themselves be allowed to make the decision whether they can be
fair, or whether they appear to be fair?  A neutral third party with legal expertise must make
that determination because obviously a conflicted planning commission member can't see
that, or the appearance of a conflict, themselves.  This highly unusual process definitely leaves
the public with the impression that the city knows something it is not revealing about the
fairness of this hearing.
 
 
3.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ARE NOT ATTACHED TO STAFF'S REPORT.
 
 
No public comments received to date have been attached to staff's report.  The report
states:  
 
"ATTACHMENTS" 
 
"1. Docket Application filed by the Stroum Jewish Community Center. 
 
"2. Written public comments (forthcoming)."
 
How can the planning commission make a decision on amendment 18 without having
reviewed any public comments until the day of the hearing, and how can it review them all on
the day of the meeting?  The entire purpose of the planning commission is to determine
public sentiment on a proposed action (and the Community Facilities Zone would seem to be a
good indication of public support for amendment 18  but staff's report is silent on that too). 
 
Furthermore, how can members of the public prepare to challenge the fairness or appearance
of fairness of the planning commission members without having the ability to review public
comments before the hearing, or what the city is not telling us?
 
 
4  STAFF'S DOCKETING CRITERIA.
 
 
Staff's identification of the relevant docketing criteria is woefully deficient, especially when it
comes to the relevant elements of the comprehensive plan.  Staff's report simply states:
 
 
"Docketing Criteria:
 

297

Item 1.



"4. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals
of the comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city’s vision; Relevant goals
and policies from the current Comprehensive Plan include: 
 
"GOAL 17: With the exception of allowing residential development, commercial
designations and permitted uses under current zoning will not change".
 
"Policy 17.4: Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are
predominantly located in single family residential areas of the Island. Development
regulation should reflect the desire to retain viable and healthy social, recreational,
educational, and religious organizations as community assets which are essential for the
mental, physical and spiritual health of Mercer Island. The Comprehensive Plan discourages
changes to commercial land use designations. However, it also encourages development
regulations that support retention of “viable and healthy social, recreational, educational
and religious organizations” as an essential component oof Mercer Island."
 
 
Amendment 18 is about changing SFH residential zoning to CO zoning to obtain regulatory
limits not allowed in the residential zone.  Retaining viable and healthy social, recreational,
educational and religious organizations does not require one CUP to have much greater
regulatory limits under CO zoning as the surrounding residential zone or other CUP's.
 
 
 
5.  AMENDMENT 18 IS ABOUT CHANGING RESIDENTIAL ZONING TO COMMERCIAL, NOT
COMMERCIAL TO RESIDENTIAL ZONING, TO OBTAIN GREATER REGULATORY LIMITS.
 
 
Amendment 18 is not about changing commercial zoning and regulatory limits to residential
zoning, it is about changing residential zoning and regulatory limits  to commercial.  Basically
substituting the regulatory limits for a single family house for The Hadley.
 
Staff's report completely ignores the long history of this property and efforts to increase its
regulatory limits, which was fully laid out in the recent litigation over the JCC's applications for
variances for this property, which is summarized in Amendment 13, and the litigation over the
CFZ.  ITEM-Attachment-001-d231bdea5a3c4588a4bf81c9709f6182.pdf (usgovcloudapi.net) 
pages 7-8. Let's Talk cite:  2024 Annual Docket of Proposed Comprehensive Plan and
Development Code Amendments | Let's Talk Mercer Island (mercergov.org).
 
 
6.  ADMINISTRATIVE INTERPRETATION 22-004.  A CUP CANNOT APPLY LET ALONE OBTAIN
A VARIANCE FROM THE REGULATORY LIMITS IN THE RESIDENTIAL ZONE.
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As part of the JCC's application for variances the city hired outside legal counsel to prepare a
memo addressing whether a CUP has standing to even apply for a variance in the SFH zone. 
Based on this memo, Jeff Thomas issued Administrative Interpretation 22-004, which staff's
report for amendment 18 completely ignores in its report to the Planning Commission.
 
 
AI 22-004 DSG ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY DETERMINATION (mercerisland.gov) lays out all the
elements of the comprehensive plan that discourage or prevent a CUP from upzoning
residential properties in the CUP, or even applying for a variance.  
 
AI 22-004 states:
 
 
"(4.) Policy direction provided by the Mercer Island comprehensive plan; 
 
"Analysis: Review of the Comprehensive Plan results in the following findings: 
 
"(1) The Comprehensive Plan envisions Mercer Island as a residential community: 
 
"(a) “Mercer Island prides itself on being a residential community. As such, most of the
Island's approximately 6.2 square miles of land area is developed with single family
homes.” [Land Use Element, Introduction] 
 
"(b) “Single family residential zoning accounts for 88 percent of the Island's land use. There
are 3,534 acres zoned for single family residential development. This compares to 77 acres
in the Town Center zones, 19 acres for Commercial Office zone, and 103 acres in multi-
family zones (Table 2). City Hall is located in a Commercial Office zone, while other key civic
buildings such as the Post Office and the Main Fire Station are located in the Town Center
and City Hall. Many of the remaining public buildings, schools, recreational facilities and
places of religious worship are located in residential or public zones.” [Land Use Element, II
Existing Conditions and Trends, Areas outside the Town Center] 
 
"(c) “OUTSIDE THE TOWN CENTER (1) The community needs to accommodate two
important planning values — maintaining the existing single family residential character of
the Island, while at the same time planning for population and housing growth.” [Land Use
Element, IV. Land Use Issues, Outside the Town Center (1)] 
 
"(2) A primary component of the housing element is the City’s desire to protect single-
family residential neighborhoods through development regulations and other City codes
which restrict the bulk and scale of buildings, control noise and nuisances, minimize the
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impact of non-residential uses and help preserve the natural environment. City code
provisions were specifically designed to protect residential areas from incompatible uses
and promote bulk and scale consistent with the existing neighborhood character. This
includes limiting the size and scope of nonresidential uses to be consistent with existing
neighborhood character. 
 
"(a) “Housing Element III. Neighborhood Quality Mercer Island single family neighborhoods
pride themselves on their narrow, quiet streets and dense plantings. The City protects
these neighborhoods through development regulations and other City codes which restrict
the bulk and scale of buildings, control noise and nuisances, minimize the impact of non-
residential uses and help preserve the natural environment. Parks, open spaces and trails
also contribute to the neighborhood quality.” [Housing Element, III. Neighborhood
Quality] 
 
"(b) “GOAL 1: - Ensure that single family and multi-family neighborhoods provide safe and
attractive living environments, and are compatible in quality, design and intensity with
surrounding land uses, traffic patterns, public facilities and sensitive environmental
features. 1.1 Ensure that zoning and City code provisions protect residential areas from
incompatible uses and promote bulk and scale consistent with the existing neighborhood
character.” [Housing Element, III. Neighborhood Quality, Goal 1.1] 
 
"(3) The Comprehensive Plan evidences an intent to retain certain non-residential
structures located in residential zones. However, the Comprehensive Plan is silent on
whether such structures would be eligible for variances from otherwise applicable
numerical standards. 
 
" (a) “GOAL 17: - With the exception of allowing residential development, commercial
designations and permitted uses under current zoning will not change. 17.4 Social and
recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are predominantly located in single
family residential areas of the Island. Development regulation should reflect the desire to
retain viable and healthy social, recreational, educational, and religious organizations as
community assets which are essential for the mental, physical and spiritual health of
Mercer Island.” [Land Use Elements, IV Land Use Issues Outside the Town Center] 
 
"(4) The Comprehensive Plan also evidences an intent to preserve existing conditions and
to generally permit changes only through amendments to the development code, rather
than through granting numerous variances to that development code. At the same
Development Code Interpretation 22-004 November 21, 2022 Page 6 of 8 time, there is also
recognition that some non-residential structures and uses are compatible with residential
zones. 
 
 "(a) “GOAL 15: - Mercer Island should remain principally a low density, single family
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residential community. 
 
"15.1 Existing land use policies, which strongly support the preservation of existing
conditions in the single family residential zones, will continue to apply. Changes to the
zoning code or development standards will be accomplished through code amendments. 
 
"15.2 Residential densities in single family areas will generally continue to occur at three to
five units per acre, commensurate with current zoning. However, some adjustments may
be made to allow the development of innovative housing types, such as accessory dwelling
units and compact courtyard homes at slightly higher densities as outlined in the Housing
Element. … 
 
"15.4 As a primarily single family residential community with a high percentage of
developed land, the community cannot provide for all types of land uses. Certain activities
will be considered incompatible with present uses. Incompatible uses include landfills,
correctional facilities, zoos and airports. Compatible permitted uses such as education,
recreation, open spaces, government social services and religious activities will be
encouraged.” [Land Use Elements, IV Land Use Issues Outside the Town Center]."
 
 
How can the comprehensive plan prohibit a CUP from applying let alone obtaining variances
for greater regulatory limits in the single-family residential zone but allow that same CUP to
change the zoning from SFH residential to CO?  That is just absurd.
 
 
 
7.  AMENDMENT 18 IS EITHER AN ILLEGAL SPOT ZONE OR MUST BE AVAILABLE TO EVERY
OTHER CUP AND PROPERTY OWNER IN THE RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY ZONE.
 
 
MICC 19.15.240 states:
 
 

19.15.240 - Reclassification of property (rezones).  Chapter 19.15 -
ADMINISTRATION | City Code | Mercer Island, WA | Municode Library
 
"C.  Criteria.  The city council may approve a rezone only if all of the following criteria are met:
 
"4.  The proposed reclassification does not constitute an illegal site-specific spot zone."
 
Amendment 18 clearly states in its application that it is a site-specific rezone ( a new criterion on the
application in 2023).  Staff's report states amendment 18 is designed to be site specific.  And yet
staff's report is silent on this critical issue and legal analysis.
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More concerning is Amendment 18 will not be site specific.  The council cannot grant such an
extraordinary rezone to one conditional use permit and not another, and neither can it deny such a
rezone to a conforming use in the same zone such as a single-family home.  
 
This rezone has never been allowed in the history of Mercer Island and will effectively eliminate the
single family zones on Mercer Island and the elements in the comprehensive plan that apply to the
single-family zones, because either amendment 18 is an illegal site specific rezone, or the ability to
rezone residential single family zoned property to CO will apply to every non-conforming use such as
a CUP, and every conforming use such as a single family house.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

2024 Annual Docket of Proposed
Comprehensive Plan and
Development Code Amendments
Each year the City accepts proposals for potential
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and Unified
Land Development Code (Title 19 Mercer Island City
Code (MICC)) through a process called the Annual
Docket. Members of the public, City boards and
commissions, and City

letstalk.mercergov.org

 
 

Daniel Thompson
Thompson & Delay
Attorneys at Law
80th Avenue Professional Building
2955 80th Ave SE, Suite 202
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Phone: (206) 622-0670
Fax: (206) 622-3965
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From: Dan Thompson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:20 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>
Cc: jeff.thomas@mercerisland.gov <jeff.thomas@mercerisland.gov>; jessi.bon@mercergov.org
<jessi.bon@mercergov.org>; planning.commission@mercerisland.gov
<planning.commission@mercerisland.gov>; council@mercergov.org <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Nov. 15 Planning Commission Meeting On 2024 Annual Docket of Proposed
Comprehensive Plan and Development Code Amendments/Housekeeping
 
Dear Alison, this email is to address a few housekeeping issues with the PC's Nov. 15
meeting.  I don't think the agenda packet has been issued, but the suggested amendments
can be found at 2024 Annual Docket of Proposed Comprehensive Plan and Development
Code Amendments | Let's Talk Mercer Island (mercergov.org).  I plan to submit written
comments later on all the suggested amendments.
 
1  Many of the planning commission members are new and have little institutional
knowledge of the 2017 RDS rewrite or past efforts of CUP's to obtain preferential
regulatory limits in a SFH zone, let alone land use expertise, such as the community
facilities zone or MICA in Mercerdale Park, and the turmoil those issues raised.  The PC and
council also were not involved in the recent litigation by the JCC to obtain variances as a
CUP in a SFH zone so are probably unaware of that litigation and AI 22-004 attached to
Matt Goldbach's suggested amendments as exh. 2.  I hope commission members are
reading the suggested amendments and exhibits already, and have some way of learning of
past amendments and the blood and treasure spent on unwise amendments, especially in
2018.  I think the CPD's agenda packet needs to recite this history.
 
2  Matt Goldbach has two suggested amendments and has been allotted 10 minutes to
speak on both.  However Matt is undergoing heart tests and has asked that I be allowed to
speak to the PC in his place, and I have agreed to do that.
 
3  I have five suggested amendments that appear to be added to the docket for 2024
already, dating from 2020 but in the past reserved until the review of the RDS is
undertaken.  The irony is I don't think there is space or time on the PC's 2024 docket for
any of the suggested amendments that have been filed, even including my discrete
amendments, and mine really should be discussed and adopted when the review of the
RDS finally comes up, and we know for sure the DOC regulations under HB 1110 which
makes my suggested amendments even more important.  I think I can address my five
suggested amendments in five minutes.
 
4  I would also like three minutes to address the other suggested amendments.  Quite
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honestly, the only one I think should be formally added to the 2024 docket and pursued is
the city's amendment for a non-conforming temporary use ordinance, although the
suggestion is sparse on details, which is vastly different than the Country Club's suggested
amendment, as long as the city's suggested amendment incorporates these key elements
in any temporary use amendment:
 
 
A  The non-conforming use is truly temporary.  Six months/year or 30 weekends/year is not
temporary.
 
B  The temporary use does not exceed the regulatory limits for the zone.  Use and
regulatory limits are two entirely different things.  A variance is required for a temporary
exception to the zone's regulatory limits.
 
C  There are restrictions on time of day/night, noise, light, traffic, parking, and so on.  The
examples given by the CPD for a private temporary use are probably off base because no
private citizen goes through the hassle or cost to obtain a temporary use permit for
something like a wedding or party at their home.  This amendment is about the city's non-
conforming temporary use.
 
D  The property setbacks are part of the consideration of the temporary use.  For example,
a temporary use at the MICEC which has huge setbacks from any other residential property
is much different than a temporary use on a residential property with a 5' or 10' setback
from the adjacent house.
 
E  The permit is not Type I without prior citizen notice.  The absence of notice for a non-
conforming temporary use is abusive for the neighbors who must be able to plan.
 
 
Thank you.
 
 
 

Daniel Thompson
Thompson & Delay
Attorneys at Law
80th Avenue Professional Building
2955 80th Ave SE, Suite 202
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Phone: (206) 622-0670
Fax: (206) 622-3965

304

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:10 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Request to Rezone Large Residential Land Parcels to Commercial Office

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Michele Kohorn <mref1@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 2:40 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Request to Rezone Large Residential Land Parcels to Commercial Office 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Michele Kohorn 

SJCC Board Member 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:10 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Assistance and Support 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Tamar Boden <tamar_boden@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 2:55 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Assistance and Support  
 
   

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 

 
Tamar Boden  
7444 Mercer Terrace Drive 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:11 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please Support the SJCC Plan!

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: kmuscatel@aol.com <kmuscatel@aol.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 5:41 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Fw: Please Support the SJCC Plan! 
 

Dear Planning Commission, 
 

I grew up at the Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC).  I went to pre‐school there, I took 
swimming lessons there, I did gymnastics there, I played youth basketball there, I did BBYO there, 
I have always worked out there, I met my husband there, my kids attended pre‐school there, and 
now our son attends BBYO there.  I served on the SJCC board for over ten years, also serving as 
President of the board.  The time is now for "the J," and the rezone of the J's land from residential 
to commercial is long overdue. The J is the heart of the Jewish people in the Seattle area ‐‐ and 
has honestly become a center for many Islanders ages 0‐99‐‐regardless of religious affiliation.   
 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 
For my entire life, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all people ‐‐ not 
just Jewish people ‐‐ of all ages, all races, all economic backgrounds, all ethnicities. However, this 
building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

Please help us.  It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the 
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
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would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific 
interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Kim Waldbaum (206) 250.5994 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:12 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Jay Behar <jay@behars.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 12, 2023 6:58 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.  

Thank you for your support.  

 
Jay 
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Jay Behar 
Execu ve Director – Pacific Furniture Dealers 
P: (206) 465‐2520 – E: jay@behars.com 
W: www.pacificfurnituredealers.com 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:11 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Public comments for Amendment 18
Attachments: Decl of John Hall.pdf; Exhibit index and Exhibits in Support of Decl. of John Hall.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: John Michael Hall <velooce@comcast.net>  
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 4:21 PM 
To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org>; 
blkship@yahoo.com; John Hall <velooce@comcast.net> 
Subject: Public comments for Amendment 18 

 
Dear Alison, please consider these my public comments for the Nov. 15 planning commission meeting on 
amendment 18, the JCC's suggested amendment to change the zoning of their residential properties to 
commercial/office, and the attached declaration with exhibits I submitted in support of the city's  defense of 
the appeal the JCC filed over the city's denial of the JCC's application for variances. 
 
I believe the history of this property, and the attempts over the last 40 years of the JCC to obtain greater 
regulatory limits than allowed in the residential zone, are very important to the discussion and vote on Nov. 
15, and my declaration and the exhibits explain the history. 
 
I am also disappointed staff's report to the planning commission was silent on the impact this upzone will have 
on the surrounding residential neighborhoods, and that is addressed in my attached declaration which I hope 
will help guide the planning commission's decision and create a complete record for the council and any 
appeal. 
 
John Hall 
9970 S.E. 40th Street 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:12 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: pilot131@aol.com <pilot131@aol.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 12, 2023 7:18 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council 
places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels 
to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has 
served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building 
is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is 
long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific 
interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community 
asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of 
this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other 
facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomas Jacobs 
4412 E Mercer Way 
Mercer Island, Wa 98040 
 
resident for over 45 years 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:13 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Tamar Reynard <tlreynard1127@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, November 12, 2023 8:05 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:49 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Noreen King <noreen.king9@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 2:22 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
NOreen King 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:50 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Laura Selby <lauraselby@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 4:22 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

I was an early childhood educator at the Stroum JCC for 22 years and know the importance of this institution to 
our community.  The school has touched literally thousands of lives since it began in 1967.  But the building is 
beyond its years and needs to be upgraded in many ways. 

I am asking you to allow the J to be rezoned from residential to commercial status. The time is now! 

Thank you for your support.  

 
Laura Selby 

16 Evergreen Lane, Mercer Island 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:51 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Heather Kramm <hkramm@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 8:20 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Heather kramm  
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Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:51 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Kerry Donner <kerrysdonner@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 1:24 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 11:14 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezone the “J”

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: E Jimenez <sra.ejimenez@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:56 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezone the “J” 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Evelyn Jimenez  

9208 SE 33 rd Street  

Mercer Island, WA 98040 

(Mercer Island Resident for 30 years) 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Dan Thompson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: Fw: Nov. 15 Planning Commission Quasi-Judicial Hearing/Planning Commission Jurisdiction/Appearance of

Fairness Doctrine/Extension of Public Comments/Missing Evidence In Agenda packet
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 10:30:10 AM

Dear Alison, since the record on amendment 18 will close on Nov. 15 would you please add
my email below to the public comments so it can be reviewed by the council on Dec. 5.

Also could you send me the questions you plan to ask the commission to determine bias so I
don't duplicate those.

Thank you.

Daniel Thompson
Thompson & Delay
Attorneys at Law
80th Avenue Professional Building
2955 80th Ave SE, Suite 202
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Phone: (206) 622-0670
Fax: (206) 622-3965

From: Dan Thompson
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 5:02 PM
To: Bio Park <Bio.Park@mercergov.org>
Cc: jessi.bon@mercergov.org <jessi.bon@mercergov.org>; Robert A. Medved
<robertamedved@msn.com>
Subject: Nov. 15 Planning Commission Quasi-Judicial Hearing/Planning Commission
Jurisdiction/Appearance of Fairness Doctrine/Extension of Public Comments/Missing Evidence In
Agenda packet
 
Dear Bio, this email is to address the following issues:

1  THE PLANNING COMMISSION DOES NOT HAVE QUASI-JUDICIAL JURISDICTION AFTER THE
RDS WAS ADOPTED EFFECTIVE OCT. 31, 2017.

The current RDS was adopted and became effective Oct. 31, 2017.  It specifically eliminated
the planning commission's quasi-judicial jurisdiction over permit appeals due a lack of fairness
and lack of qualifications, and moved those to the hearing examiner.

MICC 19.15.010(C)(2) still refers to quasi-judicial proceedings before the planning commission,
but I think that is an omission from before Oct. 31, 2017.  The more specific code provision is
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MICC 3.46.010 specifically referred to and linked to in 19.15.010, and it is silent on quasi-
judicial jurisdiction for the planning commission.

The planning commission bylaws were just rewritten in 2022 and they are silent on quasi-
judicial jurisdiction.

Quasi-judicial proceedings are governed by R.C.W. 42.36 et seq.  The proceeding on Nov. 15 is
not an adjudication between parties.  The planning commission will not be issuing a decision
but will be issuing a recommendation, which is not a quasi-judicial proceeding.  

Therefore, I think this process that was sprung on the citizens on Thursday evening right
before Veteran's Day is legally incorrect.

2  THE APPEARANCE OF FAIRNESS DOCTRINE HAS BEEN VIOLATED.

"The appearance of fairness doctrine is a rule of law requiring government decision-makers
to conduct non-court hearings and proceedings in a way that is fair and unbiased in both
appearance and fact. It was developed as a method of assuring that due process
protections, which normally apply in courtroom settings, extend to certain types of
administrative decision-making hearings, such as rezones of specific property. The doctrine
attempts to bolster public confidence in fair and unbiased decision-making by making
certain, in both appearance and fact, that parties to an argument receive equal treatment".

05-11-21-GAC-Training-Packet (piercecountywa.gov) (MRSC)

In this proceeding there are 165 form emails in support of amendment 18 and none except
my own opposed (although really my comment goes to the legality of the suggested rezone). 
Public comments will end on Nov. 15.  The city has made no effort to publicize this
proceeding, and indeed the quasi-judicial nature was only announced on Thursday evening. 
The disparity in public comments alone raises an appearance of unfairness.  Many citizens
have told me they were told not to comment because comments would not go to the planning
commission, and in fact Let's Talk prohibited a citizen from posting a comment.  Then the
CPD published written comments on Monday.

Although I do not think this should be a quasi-judicial proceeding it still should be fair.  The
period for public comments must be extended through the council's Dec. 5 meeting, or the
better alternative I have suggested is the planning commission should postpone its "decision"
until its next scheduled meeting on Amendment 18 to allow citizen comment, and to allow the
planning commission to review and consider all the evidence.  No "judge" makes a decision on
the day of a bench trial, and you know that.  They take it under advisement while reviewing
the evidence and law.
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The council can reschedule its Dec. 31, 2023 meeting it has cancelled.  I am sure they don't
want to do that, but the citizens should not suffer because this process was not fair.

3  THE AGENDA PACKET IS SILENT ON THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A LEGAL AND ILLEGAL
SITE SPECIFIC REZONE.

This issue is addressed in my email dated 11-10-2023 found at comment 160 in the agenda
packet.  MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) specifically requires the planning commission -- especially if
sitting in a quasi-judicial capacity -- and the council to find and determine that amendment 18
is not an illegal site specific rezone before considering a rezone.

The planning commission members -- and council -- do not have the education, expertise or
knowledge to make that legal determination, and yet the agenda packet is devoid of not just
any legal analysis, but of this issue at all.

My understanding is Bob Medved will be submitting a legal memo before Wednesday's
meeting addressing this issue.  His opinion is this is an illegal site specific rezone, and his
opinion as a land use lawyer and expert who has prevailed in many appeals against the city will
be the only legal opinion in the record, and according to the rules of the quasi-judicial process
binding on the planning commission, and council which is limited to the record.

4  ADMINISTRATIVE INTERPRETATION 22-004.

I am shocked the agenda packet does not mention the history of this property and attempts to
upzone the property since the council can reject putting amendment 18 on the docket for any
reason, and AI 22-004 issued last year by Jeff Thomas regarding the ability of this exact CUP to
obtain variances in the SFH zone from the regulatory limits based on numerous provisions of
the comprehensive plan.  The agenda packet is legally deficient for a quasi-judicial proceeding,
especially one binding on the citizens when the regular public has been frozen out.

Freezing out the public from these decisions has never worked well in the past.  The planning
commission's real role is to determine public opinion since the council can decide whether to
rezone or not for any reason, or for no reason at.

I think this process and amendment 18 are setting the city and council up for another
community facilities rezone debacle.  The public can be denied legal standing by denying
them the timely right to comment through legal tricks, but they will have an opinion, and
they will comment, beginning on Nextdoor which ironically councilmembers and staff
cannot comment on but has 12,000 daily citizens participating.

Thank you for considering these thoughts.  I strongly suggest the city manager find a way to
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make this process fairer for the citizens, and some semblance of an appearance of fairness
that right now looks like the fix is in.

    

Daniel Thompson
Thompson & Delay
Attorneys at Law
80th Avenue Professional Building
2955 80th Ave SE, Suite 202
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Phone: (206) 622-0670
Fax: (206) 622-3965
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 1:22 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for Stroum Jewish Community Center Rezoning

Categories: PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Michael Sandler <mike@sandlaw.com>  
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 6:35 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for Stroum Jewish Community Center Rezoning 
 
Dear Planning Commission, 
 
I am a Mercer Island resident for more than 35 years.  I am also a member of the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
(SJCC) where my grandchildren attend preschool.  The SJCC facilities needs substantial repair and remodeling.  Its 
current zoning impairs this.  Yet it is an essential institution on Mercer Island serving anyone, regardless of religion, who 
wishes to enroll in its school or become a member to use its facilities.  Please, the only sensible decision here is to grant 
the requested rezoning. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
  
Michael Sandler 
8430 SE 72nd Place 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
(206) 650‐3473 
mike@sandlaw.com 
www.sandlerpoetry.com 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 1:22 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Lisi Mezistrano Wolf <lisi@lisiwolf.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 12:40 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Lisi Wolf 
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Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 3:43 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC property

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: TRACY SIGMON <tracy.sigmon@comcast.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 3:25 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC property 
 

Hello:  
   
Please support the redevelopment of this vital Mercer Island treasure by allowing a rezone from 
residential to Commercial Office.   
   
I'm 53, attended preschool at the J, my children attended preschool at the J, I have been continuing 
to utilize the J for all these years. Its an old funky building that badly needs redevelopment. This is 
good for all of Mercer Island.  
   
Thank you,  
Tracy Sigmon  
425.351.1332  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 4:10 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Logan Alexander <mkahn81@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 3:57 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Kind regards, 
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Michael Kahn 

4205 85th Ave SE 

 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 4:37 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: THE JCC’S PROPOSED AMENDMENT 18
Attachments: R.A.Medved Comments.pdf

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Robert A. Medved <RobertAMedved@msn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 4:29 PM 
To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Planning 
Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Lisa Anderl <lisa.anderl@mercergov.org>; Jake Jacobson <jake.jacobson@mercergov.org>; Salim Nice 
<salim.nice@mercerisland.gov>; Craig Reynolds <craig.reynolds@mercergov.org>; David Rosenbaum 
<david.rosenbaum@mercergov.org>; Wendy Weiker <Wendy.Weiker@mercergov.org>; Ted Weinberg 
<ted.weinberg@mercergov.org>; Jessi Bon <jessi.bon@mercergov.org>; Bio Park <Bio.Park@mercergov.org>; Jeff 
Thomas <jeff.thomas@mercerisland.gov> 
Subject: THE JCC’S PROPOSED AMENDMENT 18 
 

  

Recipients: 

The Comments Of Robert A. Medved In Opposition To The JCC’s Proposed Amendment 18 are 
attached. Please confirm your receipt and your filing of this attachment with the Planning 
Commission.   

Thank you.  

 

Robert A. Medved 

Telephone: 206‐550‐3300 

E‐mail:         robertamedved@msn.com 
 
The information contained in this e‐mail is confidential and may also be attorney‐client privileged. The information is intended only for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible to deliver this e‐mail to the intended recipient, you are 
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hereby notified than any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e‐mail in error, please 
immediately notify me by replying to this e‐mail and please delete the original. Thank you. 
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BEFORE THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 

In Re: 2024 Annual Docket Review Of The 

JCC’s Proposed Amendment 18  

COMMENTS OF ROBERT A. 

MEDVED IN OPPOSITION TO THE 

JCC’s PROPOSED AMENDMENT 18 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I. INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................. 1

II. STATUTORILY ILLEGAL SITE-SPECIFIC REZONE ..................................... 2 

A. Site-Specific Rezones Are Illegal And Are Absolutely Prohibited By .............. 2 

MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) ................................................................................................ 2 

B. The Site-Specific Amendment Is Unquestionably A Site-Specific Rezone ....... 3 
C. The Site-Specific Rezone Amendment As A Matter Of Law Cannot Be Placed

On The Final Docket ................................................................................................... 3 
III. ILLEGAL CONFLATION OF SPECIFIC-SITE REZONES AND SPOT

REZONES ...................................................................................................................... 4 
IV. THE JCC APPEARS TO ROUTINELY UTILIZE DISINGENUOUSLY .......... 6 
V. CONCLUSION ..................................................................................................... 6 

I. INTRODUCTION

The Planning Commission must, as a matter of law, recommend to the City 

Council that the JCC’s Proposed Amendment 18 (“Site-Specific Rezone Amendment”) 

not be placed on the final docket for, without limitation, the following reasons: 

1) The Site-Specific Rezone Amendment is a “site-specific

rezone” and is statutorily illegal.

2) The Site-Specific Site Rezone Amendment disingenuously

convolutes the legislative created statutory term “specific-

site rezone” with the judicially created term “spot zone.”

R.A.Medved Comments | Page 1
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II. STATUTORILY ILLEGAL SITE-SPECIFIC REZONE 

A. Site-Specific Rezones Are Illegal And Are Absolutely Prohibited By  

MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) 

MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) provides in pertinent part as follows: 

C. Criteria. The city council may approve a rezone 

only if all of the following criteria are met:  

*** 

4. The proposed reclassification does not 

constitute an illegal site-specific rezone; (bold 

added). 

 

 The plain meaning of MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) is unambiguous.  When the plain 

meaning of a statute like MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) is unambiguous, that statute is not subject 

to construction as a matter of law.  See, e.g., In re E.M., 197 Wn.2d 492 (2021) and In re 

Zandi, 187 Wn.2d 921 (2017).  In re E.M., 197 Wn.2d 492, 499-500 (2021) provides as 

follows: 

In resolving an issue of statutory construction, we first 

look to the plain meaning of the statute.... Meaning must 

be ascertained from the plain language of the statute…. 

Thus, if the plain meaning of the statute is 

unambiguous, we end our inquiry. (bold added).   
 

In re Zandi, 187 Wn.2d 921, 927 (2017) provides as follows:  

If the plain meaning of a statute is unambiguous, our 

inquiry ends. (bold added). 

 

The Site-Specific Rezone Amendment seeks to establish an illegal site-specific 

rezone.  The JCC fails to recognize that the plain meaning of MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) is 

unambiguous, not subject to statutory construction or interpretation, and absolutely 

prohibits the Site-Specific Rezone Amendment.  Instead, the JCC resorts to disingenuous 

R.A.Medved Comments | Page 2
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arguments to avoid the fact that MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) absolutely prohibits the Site-

Specific Rezone Amendment. 

B.  The Site-Specific Amendment Is Unquestionably A Site-Specific Rezone 

 

The City has admitted as it must that the Site-Specific Rezone Amendment 

“pertains to rezoning a specific property.”  See, e.g., Packet at p. 5. 

The JCC has admitted as it must that the Site-Specific Rezone Amendment is 

“related to a specific property.”  See, e.g., Packet at p. 9. 

The Washington Supreme Court delineated three factors of site-specific rezone.  

See, e.g., Schnitzer West v. City Of Puyallup, 190 Wn2d. 568, 576 (2018) (“A site-specific 

rezone requires three factors: (1) a specific tract of land, (2) a request for a classification 

change, and (3) a specific party making the request”).  The Site-Specific Rezone 

Amendment encompasses those three factors.  The Site-Specific Rezone Amendment 

involves one specific tract of land.  The Site-Specific Rezone Amendment requests a 

classification change for that one specific tract of land.  The Site-Specific Rezone 

Amendment request for a classification change is made by one specific Party, the JCC.  

C. The Site-Specific Rezone Amendment As A Matter Of Law Cannot Be 

Placed On The Final Docket 

 

It is beyond question that MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) absolutely prohibits site-specific 

rezones.  It is also beyond question that the Site-Specific Rezone Amendment is a site-

specific rezone.  

R.A.Medved Comments | Page 3
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As such, the Planning Commission must, as a matter of law, recommend to the 

City Council that the JCC’s Site-Specific Rezone Amendment not be placed on the final 

docket.  

III.  ILLEGAL CONFLATION OF SPECIFIC-SITE REZONES AND SPOT 
REZONES 
 

Regarding MICC 19.15.240(C)(4), the Docket Request Form requires the JCC to 

confirm that “The proposed reclassification does not constitute an illegal site-specific 

rezone.” (bold added). See, e.g., Packet at p. 32. 

Because the JCC Site-Specific Rezone Amendment does constitute, as a matter 

of law, a “site-specific rezone,” the JCC is unable to confirm that “The proposed 

reclassification does not constitute an illegal site-specific rezone.”  Instead, the JCC 

illegally attempts to amend and rewrite MICC 19.15.240(C)(4).  The JCC’s illegal attempt 

disingenuously replaces and substitutes the MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) term “site-specific 

rezone” with the term “spot rezone” as follows:  

The proposed reclassification does not constitute an 

illegal site-specific rezone, often known as an “illegal 

spot zone.” (bold and quotation marks in the 

original.)(coloring added).   

See, e.g., Packet at p. 32. 

In effect, the JCC’s illegal attempt disingenuously must delete the MICC 

19.15.240(C)(4) term “site-specific rezone” and then disingenuously must add the term 

R.A.Medved Comments | Page 4
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“spot rezone.”   As a matter of law, however, words cannot be added and cannot be deleted 

from MICC 19.15.240(C)(4). 

State v. J.P., 149 Wn.2d 444 (2003) provides as follows: 

Just as we cannot add words or clauses to an 

unambiguous statute when the legislature has chosen 

not to include that language, we may not delete 

language from an unambiguous statute…. (bold 

added). 

State Washington v. Delgado, 148 Wn.2d 723 (2003) provides as follows: 

When statutory language is unambiguous, we look 

only to that language to determine the legislative 

intent without considering outside sources. "Plain 

language does not require construction." When we 

interpret a … statute, we give it a literal and strict 

interpretation. We cannot add words or clauses to an 

unambiguous statute when the legislature has chosen not 

to include that language. We assume the legislature 

"means exactly what it says." Our inquiry, thus, ends 

with the plain language before us. (bold added). 

 

“Site-Specific Rezones” and “Spot Rezones” are jurisprudentially different 

and cannot be used interchangeably.  Compare Schnitzer West v. City Of Puyallup, 190 

Wn2d. 568, (2018)(regarding Site-Specific Rezones) with Smith v. Skagit County, 75 

Wn.2d 715 (1969)(regarding Spot Zones). 

 

 

R.A.Medved Comments | Page 5
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IV. THE JCC APPEARS TO ROUTINELY UTILIZE DISINGENUOUSLY   
 

The JCC’s disingenuous attempt to amend and rewrite MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) is  

not unique to the JCC’s Site-Specific Rezone Amendment.  See Exhibit A, at pp. 10-12. 

V. CONCLUSION 
 

For all of the above reasons, among others, the Planning Commission must, as a 

matter of law, recommend to the City Council that the Specific Site Rezone Amendment 

not be placed on the final docket.   

DATED this 14th day of November, 2023      

 Robert A. Medved 
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BEFORE THE HEARING EXAMINER OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 

 

 

In Re The Appeal Of:  

 

Development Code Interpretation No. 22-004  

 

 

 

APL No. 22-004 

 

MEMORANDUM OF ROBERT A. 

MEDVED IN SUPPORT OF THE 

CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 

  
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I. INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................. 2 
II. THE PLAIN MEANING OF MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) IS UNAMBIGOUS ..... 2 

III. 2016 – 2021 ADOPTED AND PROPOSED CODE AMENDMENTS ............... 4 
A. The Variance Hardship Ordinance No. 17C-15 ................................................. 4 
(i.) The Hardship Ordinance Adoption Process .................................................... 4 
(ii.) The JCC Failed To Participate In The ............................................................. 5 
Hardship Ordinance Adoption Process...................................................................... 5 

B. The Transportation Concurrency Ordinance No. 18C-12. ................................. 5 
(i.) The Transportation Concurrency Ordinance ................................................... 5 
Adoption Process ....................................................................................................... 5 
(ii.) The JCC Failed To Participate In The Transportation Concurrency 

Ordinance Adoption Process ..................................................................................... 6 
C. The Community Facility Zone Designation Ordinance No. 20-04. ................... 6 
D. The Docketing Ordinance No. 19C-21. .............................................................. 7 

(i.) The Docketing Ordinance Adoption Process .................................................. 7 
(ii.) The JCC Failed To Participate In The Docketing ........................................... 7 
Ordinance Adoption Process ..................................................................................... 7 

E. The Hill Application To Amend The Zoning Code. .......................................... 8 
IV. ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND ................ 9 
V. ARGUMENT IN OPPOSITION TO THE JCC APPEAL .................................. 10 

A. The JCC Appeal Fails To Address The Fact That The Plain Meaning Of The 

Hardship Ordinance Is Unambiguous. ...................................................................... 10 
(i.) The JCC’s First Created Disingenuous Statement ........................................ 10 
(ii.) The JCC’s Second Created Disingenuous Statement .................................... 10 

(iii.) The JCC’s Third Created Disingenuous Statement ....................................... 11 
(iv.) The JCC’s Forth Created Disingenuous Statement ....................................... 12 

B. The JCC Appeal Fails To Recognize That The Hardship Ordinance Prevails 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

 The plain meaning of MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) is unambiguous. Accordingly, 

MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) is not subject to construction as a matter of law.  

 The City’s Development Code Interpretation 22-044 correctly recognizes that 

the plain meaning of MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) is unambiguous. 

 The Appellants fail to recognize that the plain meaning of MICC 

19.06.110(B)(2)(a) is unambiguous. Instead, the Appellants resort to disingenuous 

arguments to avoid the fact that MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) is unambiguous. 

 Because the plain meaning of MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) is unambiguous and 

MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) is not subject to construction as a matter of law, it  is 

respectfully requested that this appeal be denied at the outset of the January 25, 2023 

hearing.  

II. THE PLAIN MEANING OF MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) IS UNAMBIGOUS 

 The plain meaning of MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(a) (“Hardship Ordinance”)
1
 is  

unambiguous.  The Hardship Ordinance provides in its entirety as follows: 

2. Criteria. 

 

a. The strict enforcement of the provisions of this title will create an 

unnecessary hardship to the property owner. For the purposes of 

this criterion, in the R-8.4, R-9.6, R-12, and R-15 zoning 

designations, an "unnecessary hardship" is limited to those 

circumstances where the adopted standards of this title prevent the 

                                                 
1
  This Memorandum intentionally does not address the criteria for increased lot 

coverage and increased impervious surface variances that are addressed by MICC 
19.06.110 (B)(1) and MICC 19.06.110(B)(2)(i). 
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construction of a single-family dwelling on a legally created, 

residentially zoned lot…. (quotation marks in the original) (bold 

added). 

 

 When the plain meaning of a statute like the Hardship Ordinance is 

unambiguous, that statute is not subject to construction as a matter of law.  See, e.g., In 

re E.M., 197 Wn.2d 492 (2021) and In re Zandi, 187 Wn.2d 921 (2017).  In re E.M., 

197 Wn.2d 492, 499-500 (2021) provides as follows: 

In resolving an issue of statutory construction, we first look to 

the plain meaning of the statute….. Meaning must be 

ascertained from the plain language of the statute…. Thus, if 

the plain meaning of the statute is unambiguous, we end our 

inquiry.  

***  

The statute is not ambiguous as to whether private counsel must be 

appointed—there is no such requirement. Accordingly, we decline 

to apply canons of construction or look to the legislative intent of 

the statute. (citations omitted) (bold added). 

 

In re Zandi, 187 Wn.2d 921, 927 (2017) provides as follows:  

If the plain meaning of a statute is unambiguous, our inquiry 

ends. 

***  

The Court of Appeals majority correctly recognized that 

"uninsured medical expenses" under RCW 26.18.170 

unambiguously include costs "‘not covered by insurance.’" 

(quotation marks in the original) (citations omitted) (bold added). 

 

 Highlighted copies of In re E.M. and In re Zandi are attached to the Declaration 

Of Robert A. Medved In Support Of The City Of Mercer Island (“Medved Decl.”) as 

Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2. 

 Because the plain meaning of the Hardship Ordinance is unambiguous, the 

Hardship Ordinance should not be construed in this appeal. 
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III. 2016 – 2021 ADOPTED AND PROPOSED CODE AMENDMENTS 

 Between 2016 and 2021 there were three adopted and two proposed amendments 

to MICC Title 19 – Unified Land Development Code that involved the Stroum Jewish 

Community Center of Greater Seattle (“JCC”), namely: (i) the Variance Hardship 

Ordinance No. 17C-15, (ii) the Transportation Concurrency Ordinance No. 18C-12, (iii) 

the Community Facility Zone Designation Ordinance No. 20-04, (iv) the Docketing 

Ordinance No. 19C-21 and (v) the Hill Application To Amend The Zoning Code.  See 

Medved Decl., at paragraphs 8-39 and Exhibits 3-35. 

 At times the City’s consideration of these five adopted and proposed 

amendments overlapped.  See Medved Decl., at paragraph 7 and Exhibit 3.  These five 

adopted and proposed amendments are treated in more detail below. 

 

A. The Variance Hardship Ordinance No. 17C-15 

 

(i.) The Hardship Ordinance Adoption Process 

  

 The Hardship Ordinance was a part of the City’s review and amendment of its 

Residential Development Standards Code.  See Medved Decl., at paragraphs 8-11 and 

Exhibits 4-7. 

 The City’s review and amendment process started around July 20, 2016 and 

ended around September 19 2017 with the adoption of the Hardship Ordinance—i.e., 

approximately fourteen months.  See Medved Decl., at paragraphs 7, 8 and 11 and 

Exhibits 3, 4 and 7.  See also the Declaration Of Matthew Goldbach, Neighbor Of The 
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Jewish Community Center In Support Of Mercer Island’s Code Interpretation 

(“Goldbach Decl.”), at paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2.   

 The public participated throughout this fourteen month adoption process, See 

Medved Decl., at paragraphs 8-11 and Exhibit 4, at pp. 1-2; Exhibit 5, at p. 1; Exhibit 

6, at pp. 2-3 and Exhibit 7, at pp. 2-3.        

(ii.) The JCC Failed To Participate In The 

Hardship Ordinance Adoption Process 

                   

 The JCC did not participate in the Hardship Ordinance fourteen month adoption 

process.  Despite the fact that the JCC did not participate in the Hardship Ordinance 

fourteen month adoption process, the JCC now, more than five years after the adoption 

of the Hardship Ordinance, claims that the Hardship Ordinance will have a “devasting 

(sic) effect”
2
 on the JCC.     

B. The Transportation Concurrency Ordinance No. 18C-12.   

 

(i.) The Transportation Concurrency Ordinance 

Adoption Process 

 

 The adoption process for the Transportation Concurrency Ordinance started 

around February 15, 2017 and ended around December 20, 2018—i.e., approximately 

twenty-one months.  

                                                 
2
  The JCC appeal at page 13 claims that the City: 

“ignores the devasting (sic) effect of [the Hardship 
Ordinance on the JCC] and ultimately the essence of (sic) 
Mercer Island community which will dissolve without 
healthy support for the organizations that bind Mercer 
Island residents as an extremely close-knit community.  
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 The public participated in the Transportation Concurrency Ordinance twenty-one 

month adoption process. See Medved Decl., at paragraphs 13, 14 and 17 and Exhibit 9, 

at p. 2; Exhibit 10 and Exhibit 13.                          

(ii.) The JCC Failed To Participate In The Transportation 

Concurrency Ordinance Adoption Process   

 

 The Transportation Concurrency Ordinance prohibits new development if traffic 

studies reveal adverse traffic consequences that are caused by new development.
3
  The 

JCC is required to submit traffic studies to the City but has not done so. At the hearing, 

the City can provide more information regarding JCC’s obligations to submit traffic 

studies should the Hearing Examiner wish to inquire further. 

 Despite the possibility that any proposed JCC development may not be approved 

as a result of the adoption of Transportation Concurrency Ordinance and as a result of 

the JCC not providing traffic studies to the City, the JCC did not participate in the 

Transportation Concurrency Ordinance twenty-one month adoption process. 

C. The Community Facility Zone Designation Ordinance No. 20-04.  

 

 On September 29, 2017, the JCC applied for a comprehensive plan amendment 

that would create a Community Facility Zone for the JCC.  See Medved Decl., at 

paragraph 18 and Exhibit 14.  

                                                 
3
  One purpose of the Traffic Concurrency Ordinance is “prohibiting approval of 

development proposals if the development causes the level of service on” traffic to 
decline below certain standards.  MICC 19.20.010. 
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 On February 18, 2020, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 20-04 which 

repealed all ordinances related to the Community Facility Zone.  See Medved Decl., at 

paragraphs 25 and 26 and Exhibits 21 and 22.   

 See also Medved Decl., at paragraphs 18-26 and Exhibits 14-22, and see 

Goldbach Decl., at paragraphs 3.4-3.9, and see the Declaration Of John Hall, Neighbor 

Of The Jewish Community Center In Support Of Mercer Island’s Code Interpretation 

(“Hall Decl.”), at paragraphs 2.1-2.5.   

D. The Docketing Ordinance No. 19C-21.   

 

(i.) The Docketing Ordinance Adoption Process 

 

 The Docketing Ordinance is mandated required by the GMA and requires all 

proposed comprehensive plan amendments and all code amendments be placed on a 

docket to allow the City to manage these proposed amendments.  The adoption process 

for the Docketing Ordinance started around July 16, 2019 and ended around May 1, 

2020—i.e., approximately nine months. See Medved Decl., at paragraphs 27 and 33 and 

Exhibits 23 and 29. 

 The public participated in the nine month adoption process. See Medved Decl., 

at paragraphs 27 and 29 and Exhibits 23 and 25.  

(ii.) The JCC Failed To Participate In The Docketing  

Ordinance Adoption Process 

 

 The JCC did not participate in the Docketing Ordinance nine month adoption 

process.  Instead, on December 9, 2019, the JCC sent a request to the City to postpone 

the final adoption of the Docketing Ordinance “to address the adverse impacts [the 
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Docketing Ordinance] would have on [the JCC’s ability] to move forward with [the 

JCC’s] projects.”  See Medved Decl., at paragraph 31 and Exhibit 27.   

 See also Medved Decl., at paragraphs 27-33 and Exhibits 23-29, and see 

Goldbach Decl., at paragraphs 4.1-4.4 and see Hall Decl., at paragraph 2.6. 

E. The Hill Application To Amend The Zoning Code.   

 

 On February 11, 2020, the JCC though attorney Richard Hill filed an 

Application For Zoning Text Amendment which would have allowed new JCC 

development projects to be sited in single-family neighborhoods.
4
 See Medved Decl., at 

paragraphs 34 and 35 and Exhibits 30 and 31. 

 On February 18, 2020, the JJC through attorney Richard Hill attended the  

Mercer Island City Council Meeting and: 

 … asked the Council to direct staff and the Planning Commission 

to review the proposed [Application For Zoning Text Amendment] 

this year, explaining that the proposed [Application For Zoning 

Text Amendment] is a narrowly tailored amendment to the code.  

Mr. Hill then outlined three changes, including one to GFA, one to 

height, and one to lot coverage. 

 

See Medved Decl., at paragraph 36 and Exhibit 32. 

                                                 
4
  Although the JCC Application For Zoning Text Amendment proposed 

sweeping amendments to Mercer Island Land Use Code, the JCC Application For 
Zoning Text Amendment did not propose any amendments to the Hardship Ordinance. 
See Medved Decl., at paragraphs 34 and 35 and Exhibits 30 and 31. 
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 On March 2, 2020, a comprehensive Request For Legal Opinions regarding the 

Application For Zoning Text Amendment was sent to the City.  See Medved Decl., at 

paragraph 37 and Exhibit 33. 

 On March 6, 2020, the Concerned Neighbors for the Preservation of Our 

Community through attorney Alex Sidles sent a letter critical of the Application For 

Zoning Text Amendment to the City.  See Medved Decl., at paragraph 38 and Exhibit 

34. 

  The JCC did not actively pursue its Application For Zoning Text Amendment.  

Instead, on February 1, 2021, the JCC withdrew its Application For Zoning Text 

Amendment and was refunded all fees associated with the JCC Application For Zoning 

Text Amendment.  See Medved Decl., at paragraph 39 and Exhibit 35.  

 See also Medved Decl., at paragraphs 34-39 and Exhibits 30-35, and see 

Goldbach Decl., at paragraphs 4.5 through 4.14, and see Hall Decl., at paragraphs 2.6 

and 2.7. 

IV. ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 

Development Code Interpretation 22-004, at paragraphs 5(a) and 7(1)(i) on 

pages 2-3, correctly recognized that the plain meaning of the Hardship Ordinance is 

unambiguous.  In addition to correctly dealing with the Hardship Ordinance criteria, 

Development Interpretation 22-004, at paragraphs 5(a)-5(c), 7(1)(i) and 7(1)(ii) on 

pages 2-3, also correctly dealt with the criteria for increased lot coverage and increased 
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impervious surface area variances addressed by MICC 19.06.110 (B)(1) and MICC 

19.06.110(B)(2)(i).
5
 

V. ARGUMENT IN OPPOSITION TO THE JCC APPEAL 
 

A. The JCC Appeal Fails To Address The Fact That The Plain Meaning Of 

The Hardship Ordinance Is Unambiguous.  

 

 The JCC appeal fails to address the fact that the plain meaning of the Hardship 

Ordinance is unambiguous and should not be construed in this JCC appeal.  

 Instead, the JCC appeal creates four disingenuous statements not supported by 

any statutory language and not supported by the law.  

(i.) The JCC’s First Created Disingenuous Statement 

 

 First, the JCC appeal at page 15 disingenuously states: “We believe [the 

Hardship Ordinance] was intended to apply to only the structures it was intended by the 

City Council to apply—single family mega homes.” There nothing in the Hardship 

Ordinance or the law that supports that statement.  Indeed, that statement is contrary to 

the Hardship Ordinance’s unambiguous language and is contrary to the law. 

(ii.) The JCC’s Second Created Disingenuous Statement 

 

 Second, the JCC appeal at page 16 disingenuously states: “… nonresidential 

structures in single family zones can meet the hardship criterion for all development 

standards due to the fact that the hardship provision was intended only to apply to single 

family structures.” Again, there is nothing in the Hardship Ordinance or the law that 

                                                 
5
  See footnote 1, supra, at page 2. 
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supports that statement. Indeed, that statement is contrary to the Hardship Ordinance’s 

unambiguous language and is contrary to the law. 

(iii.) The JCC’s Third Created Disingenuous Statement 

 

 Third, the JCC appeal at page 9 first disingenuously states that MICC 

19.06.110(B)(1) somehow changes the plain meaning of the Hardship Ordinance 

language.  This third disingenuous statement is not only without merit, it omits the 

MICC 19.06.110(B)(1) language that cites to and requires compliance with the Hardship 

Ordinance. That MICC 19.06.110(B)(1) language provides:  

“A variance shall be granted by the city only if the applicant can 

meet all criteria in subsections (B)(2)(a) [the Hardship 

Ordinance] through (B)(2)(h) of this section.” (bold added).   

 

 Moreover, the JCC Appeal fails to recognize that the specific language of the 

Hardship Ordinance supersedes the general language of MICC 19.06.110(B)(1).  See, 

e.g., Kustura v Department Of Labor & Industries, 169 Wn.2d 81 (2010), Futurewise v. 

Spokane County, 517 P.3d 519 (2022) and Lakeside Industries v. Washington. State 

Department Of Revenue, 495 P.3d 257 (2021).   

 Kustura v Department Of Labor & Industries, 169 Wn.2d 81, 88 (2010) provides 

as follows:  

A specific statute will supersede a general one when both apply.  

(citations and quotation marks omitted) (bold added). 

 

 Futurewise v. Spokane County, 517 P.3d 519, 525 (2022) provides as follows: 

A well-accepted rule of statutory construction is that a specific 

statute will supersede a general one when both apply. (citation 

omitted) (bold added). 
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 Lakeside Industries v. Washington State Department Of Revenue, 495 P.3d 257, 

262 (2021) provides as follows:  

Where general and specific statues address the same matter, the 

specific statute prevails. (citation omitted) (bold added).  

 

 Highlighted copies of: (i) Kustura v Department Of Labor & Industries, (ii) 

Futurewise v. Spokane, and (iii) Lakeside Industries v. Washington State Department Of 

Revenue are attached to the Medved Decl. as Exhibit 36, Exhibit 37 and Exhibit 38. 

(iv.) The JCC’s Forth Created Disingenuous Statement 

 

 Fourth, the JCC appeal at page 15 and citing State v. Taylor, 97 Wn.2d 724, 730 

(1982), disingenuously states that some unidentified language omitted from the 

Hardship Ordinance “rendered the [Hardship Ordinance] absurd and undermined [the 

Hardship Ordinance’s] sole purpose.” However, the unambiguous Hardship Ordinance 

language itself conclusively demonstrates that: (i) no language has been omitted from 

the plain meaning of the Hardship Ordinance, (ii) the plain meaning of the Hardship 

Ordinance is not absurd, and (iii) the plain meaning of the Hardship Ordinance does not 

undermine its purpose. At the hearing, the City can corroborate the fact that no language 

was omitted from the Hardship Ordinance should the Hearing Examiner wish to inquire 

further.  See also Medved Decl. at paragraphs 8-11 and Exhibits 4-7.   
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B. The JCC Appeal Fails To Recognize That The Hardship Ordinance 

Prevails Over The Comprehensive Plan.   

   

 The JCC appeal continuously fails to address the fact that the plain meaning of 

the Hardship Ordinance is unambiguous and should not be construed in this JCC appeal. 

 Instead, the JCC permeates the JCC appeal with select portions of the 

comprehensive plan. In doing so, the JCC ignores that as a matter of law the Hardship 

Ordinance prevails over the comprehensive plan. See, e.g., Citizens For Mount Vernon 

v. City Of Mount Vernon, 133 Wn.2d 861 (1997), Weyerhaeuser v. Pierce County, 124 

Wn.2d 26 (1994) and Cougar Mountain Associates v. King County, 111 Wn.2d 742 

(1988).   

 Citizens For Mount Vernon v. City Of Mount Vernon, 133 Wn.2d 861, 873-74 

(1997) provides as follows: 

A specific zoning ordinance will prevail over an inconsistent 

comprehensive plan.  
***  

If a comprehensive plan prohibits a particular use but the zoning 

code permits, the use would be permitted. (citations omitted) (bold 

added). 

 

 Weyerhaeuser v. Pierce County, 124 Wn.2d 26, 43 (1994) provides as follows:  

  

Generally, a specific zoning ordinance will prevail, even over an 

inconsistent comprehensive plan….  Thus, to the extent the 

comprehensive plan prohibits the landfill use, while the zoning 

code permits it, the use would be a permitted use under this general 

rule. (citations omitted) (bold added). 

 

 Cougar Mountain Associates v. King County, 111 Wn.2d 742, 757 (1988) 

provides as follows:   

R.A.Medved Comments | Page 20

386

Item 1.



R.A.Medved Comments | Page 21

387

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 4:53 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC rezone request

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Stuart Sulman <ssulman@kellersupply.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 4:52 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC rezone request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support. 

Stuart Sulman 
Mercer Island Resident for 47 years 
  
  
 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and 
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email 
security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, 
compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human 
error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:25 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Susan Reichert <robandsue@comcast.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 5:23 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
As a neighbor of the JCC, I support their hopes to revitalize their building in order to serve their community be er.  
However, this endorsement is only if one of the requirements for rezoning for commercial usage is access be modified to 
align with “commercial” usage as well by elimina ng the access from the neighborhood along EMW or from the 
neighborhood side of the property.  The current driveway and access to the property is unsafe for pedestrians, bikers, 
and automobiles.  Setback requirements, ligh ng and parking as proven inadequate in the past even with current usage. 
It seems much more logical to provide access to the property through the currently zoned commercial buildings that face 
Gallagher Hill Road.  It makes even more sense to use the problema c City Hall as a be er local resource to meet the 
community center’s needs.  I believe there is currently a fire access road form City Hall to that side of the JCC property.  
Access from that direc on would get traffic backups, parking and pedestrians off the streets. 
 
Currently there are blind curves that reduce the sight lines going both northbound and southbound along EMW, too 
much traffic with the schools and daycare centers so that at  mes traffic backs up onto I‐90 crea ng unsafe condi ons 
and the risk of ge ng rear ended while stopped on the freeway, drivers pulling out or blocking EMW both northbound 
and southbound as they come to pick up their kids, bikers who regularly run the red lights at Gallagher Hill and EMW and 
lastly confused drivers turning down the freeway off‐ramp the wrong way instead of turning right onto Gallagher Hill 
Road as they approach the JCC from the eastside.   
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to appropriate use on the docket with the s pula on that above safety considera ons 
be included in the process, with ac on taken in 2024. 
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For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. I have found that the use of the building for a private school has caused most of the neighborhood traffic 
problems.   
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.    
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island.  I assume it will have an affect though on usage as a private 
school which does impact the neighborhood.  I am not in favor of adding a Jewish Day school K‐12 there given the above 
access issues. 
 
I hope you will consider both the needs of the JCC but also the impacts on the neighboring proper es.  Those 
homeowners bought with the current zoning and this will impact their property values. 
 
In concern for community safety, 
 
Susan Reichert 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:25 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Mark Clausen <mclausen@clausenlawfirm.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 5:31 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  

I believe the City Council should approve the rezone of the Stroum Jewish Community Center (JCC) from large residential 
to commercial/office.  The JCC is an incredibly valuable asset to the community.  We all know how precious are the 
facilities where our kids can play, our families can experience the best of Mercer Island, and our elderly can stay fit and 
sharp.  Also, to have a place where people of all ages get together to play and have fun.  The JCC is unique in its appeal 
to all age groups.  It should be allowed to grow and thrive to the full extent of demand for modernized facilities that 
meet current needs and demands.  The current facility is heavily used and well loved, but the JCC is limited in its 
offerings by the size and costs of the aging facility.    

I am 65 and I lift weights and do other strength training at the JCC.  The weight room is too small. It is currently spread 
around about 5 different rooms, including three racquetball courts.  This is one small example of why the JCC needs 
room to expand and have zoning consistent with its current and potential operations.  I see every week that a wide slice 
of Islanders use the weight room.  I regularly see teens, parents, and elderly like myself working out.  This is the kind of 
place we ought to encourage and promote.  The zoning should reflect what the JCC is and what it can become to support 
our community. 

The Planning Commission and Council should in no way think this is favoring only Jewish residents of Mercer Island.  My 
wife and I are not Jewish, but I use the facility every week and my wife does so multiple times per week. The JCC is 
heavily used by a wide range of community members.  It is a community meeting place available to all residents.  The 
current events highlight the benefit of having a place like the JCC where tolerance is a given. 

As an Islander for almost 30 years, I am very sensitive to the priority of maintaining the Island’s residential character. 
Not only do I live on Mercer Island, my office almost backs up on the JCC property.  I do not think an improved JCC will 
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materially impact the surrounding residential neighborhood, and will benefit the small commercial area between City 
Hall and the JCC where I work.  There is no rational objection to allowing the JCC to upgrade its facilities, and to have 
zoning that will allow that.  From what I know of the management and volunteer control of the JCC, any upgrades will be 
done with sensitivity to the neighbors and their interests and privacy. 

I know from my experience working on community projects with the City that there is a vocal segment of the Island 
population that will oppose any change no matter how much benefit it would hold for the community.  I urge you to 
consider that these types of complaints relate more to resistance to change than to the merits of the proposed 
change.  The City Council should keep in mind that the resistance to change is a constant but that the City has an 
obligation to work to improve the quality of life on the Island.  Allowing the rezone will accomplish that.  Regards, Mark 
Clausen 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:26 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Supporting the SJCC request to rezone

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: srockfeld@yahoo.com <srockfeld@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 5:47 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Cindy Rockfeld <cinchin98@hotmail.com> 
Subject: Supporting the SJCC request to rezone 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council, 
 
I would love for the Mercer Island City Council to support the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with 
action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Scott and Cindy Rockfeld  
MI Residents since 2007 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:27 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezone the SJCC, It's Time

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Susan Szafir <susan_szafir@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:23 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezone the SJCC, It's Time 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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Additionally, for some perspective, prior to moving to Mercer Island, we lived in Austin Texas from 
2000 ‐ 2008. When we arrived in Austin a gorgeous new JCC campus had been built. It was 
amazing and the entire residential neighborhood benefited. Home owners saw a significant 
increase in property values while many in the community took advantage of this state of the art 
facility. Whereas when we moved to M.I. in 2008, the SJCC was clearly in need of more than a face 
lift. Fast forward to 2023. The Austin JCC has benefited from a recent expansion and remodel, 
while the SJCC is still woefully housed in the same updated facility.  

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Susan Szafir 

3400 72nd PL SE 

M.I. Resident since 2008 

 

 

 

397

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:28 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Lorna <LBIsenberg@msn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 9:31 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Get Outlook for Android 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:29 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Felice Keller Becker <felicejk@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 10:08 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,  
 
 
I grew up on Mercer Island, attending Lakeridge, Island Park, IMS, and MIHS, but my formative preschool 
years were spent at SJCC. It is an amazing place, open to people of all races and religions, that has a 
fundamental purpose of creating a sense of community and a safe, joyfilled oasis for those who are Jewish. 
While I definitely learned about religious holidays and celebrations, my biggest lessons were about working 
hard, being a good person and "tikkun olam," repairing the world. After receiving my MBA with honors from 
the University of Washington, I spent years working in fundraising and now volunteer for my kids' schools and 
other organizations about which I am passionate. My friends preschool friends from the SJCC, many who 
remain some of my closest friends, have all gone on to make extraordinary contributions. The SJCC is an 
invaluable asset to Mercer Island.  
 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. For 
over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a 
swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable 
redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office 
property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific 
interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It 
would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution 
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on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Felice Keller Becker 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:31 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC Rezoning

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Alexandra Schatz <alexandra.schatz@me.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:56 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC Rezoning 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

The JCC has been a great place for our family of four to work out and be part of the island’s 
community. 

 

Thank you for your support.  

Alex and Patrick Schatz with family 

We have been living on Mercer Island for the past 14 years. 

 

 

402

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:36 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Mindy Geisser <mindygeisser@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 10:36 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mindy Geisser 
President, SJCC Board of Directors  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:37 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Aimee Johnson <goldenaimee1@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 7:41 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum 
Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and 
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a 
swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet 
the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. For 
over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Glenda <glenders29@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 8:12 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: A Karl Waters <waters.karl@gmail.com> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Our son goes to ECS at the SJCC ‐ and he loves it there. However, given the building is older we have had some recent 
issues ‐ roof leaking, heaters breaking that have caused some delay in school or unusable areas, which you can imagine 
could cause some safety issues. The staff at the SJCC have been great in trying to fix the issues as fast and best as 
possible but due to the age of the building it would be best if a more permanent fix would be done.   
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support! 
 
Karl and Glenda 

406

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:38 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC's revitalization support

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Richard Openshaw <richard@openshawcpa.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 8:52 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC's revitaliza on support 
 
Good Morning, 
 
As a member of the Stroum Jewish Community Center I support its revitaliza on, which is way overdue. Since being built 
in 1969 it's received minimal updates or upgrades. The "new & improved" SJCC will look be er from the outside, be 
easier to navigate, and be more func onal. It ensures it stays on the Island as a centralized place where people/groups of 
all backgrounds, whether members or quests, can socialize, have mee ngs, be entertained, and have childcare for over 
200 pre‐kindergarten children, which is sorely needed. 
 
Thank you for your considera on. 
 
Richard Openshaw CPA CGMA J.D. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:39 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for SJCC Modernization Request

Categories: WMCA PINK WALK, PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Amy Moultray <Amy@moultray.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:26 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for SJCC Modernization Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome.  My family has been a member of the SJCC for 10+ years and the early education 
school, community programming, summer camps, and fitness facilities have been a foundational 
part of our life and sense of community on the Island. However, this building is old, is not ADA 
compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its 
usefulness.  

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

408

Item 1.



2

Now more than ever, the SJCC operates as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.  

Thank you for your support. 

Amy Clements Moultray  

Mercer Island Resident for 10+ years  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 10:50 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning request for Mercer Island Stroum Jewish Community Center

Categories: PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: SHARI BASOM <sharibasom@icloud.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 10:19 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning request for Mercer Island Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Shari Basom, volunteer co‐chair and sponsor of the Seattle Jewish Film Festival, a yearly  program 
of Arts at the JCC 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 11:32 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please Help Make the Future SJCC a Reality

Categories: PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Elana Roschy <elanaroschy@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 11:14 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please Help Make the Future SJCC a Reality 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Elana Roschy 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 2:02 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Comments for the Record      Planning Commission meeting Nov 15 2023
Attachments: Official Comments for the Record for Tonight's Planning Commission Meeting dtd 11.15.2023.pdf; 

Exhibit 1.pdf; Exhibit 2.pdf

Categories: PLANNING & DESIGN COMMISSION

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: blkship <blkship@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 1:35 PM 
To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Planning 
Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Jessi Bon <jessi.bon@mercergov.org>; Jeff Thomas <jeff.thomas@mercerisland.gov>; Salim Nice 
<salim.nice@mercerisland.gov> 
Subject: Comments for the Record Planning Commission mee ng Nov 15 2023 
 
 
A ached please find my  wri en comments. Please confirm receipt. Please add these comments to the official record. 
 
Thanks in advance 
 
Ma hew Goldbach 
9980SE 40th ST 
Mercer Island WA 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 2:04 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Denise Ipock <DeniseI@sjcc.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 1:47 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not 
have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 
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Deb Estrada

From: Dan Thompson <danielpthompson@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 12:43 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Cc: Bio Park; Jessi Bon; Robert Medved
Subject: Public Comments on Amendment 18--Legal Citation And Analysis For Site Specific Rezones

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Alison, please consider this email part of the public record and add it to the comments.  Since I will have 
only 3 minutes to comment tonight I think this analysis should be done by written comment. 
 
MICC 19.15.240(C)(4) requires that,  "The proposed reclassification does not constitute an illegal site‐specific 
rezone".  However, MICC 19.15.240 does not provide any criteria to determine whether a site‐specific 
reclassification is legal or illegal, and the agenda packet is silent on this critical issue.  (Robert Medved has 
submitted a legal memo on this issue found in comment 178‐179). 
 

Since most of the planning commission are not lawyers and I don't think any other than commissioner Murphy 
have land use experience a good primer on site specific rezones is found in MRSC ‐ The Multi‐Personalities of 
Site Specific Rezones ‐ Or ‐ A Cheat Sheet for Everything You Need to Know  MRSC is generally considered a 
reliable source for cities.   
 

This article notes that if the local ordinance does not contain specific language re: what is an illegal site‐
specific rezone the rezone will be governed by general legal principles.  The article states: 
 

"The first hint of trouble in the legislative/permitting boxing process is that the courts will 
apply review criteria to site specific rezones whether the city has adopted some or not". 
 
 

                                                                                          *********************** 
 

"The courts, however, disagreed. They ruled that a site specific rezone was subject to review 
standards, regardless of whether or not a city had adopted their own. The courts require that 
the proponents of a rezone must establish that conditions have substantially changed since 
the original adoption and that the rezone must bear a substantial relationship to the public 
health, safety, morals or welfare3. If a rezone implements the comprehensive plan, a showing 
that a change of circumstances has occurred is not required". 
 

                                                                                         
{Citations omitted, emphasis added]. 
 

Based on Administrative Interpretation 22‐004 issued in 2022 for this exact same piece of property the 
requested rezone clearly does not implement the comprehensive plan.  Therefore, in Amendment 18 the JCC 
must show the conditions in the neighborhood or city have substantially changed since the original 
adoption of the residential zoning, and that the rezone must bear a substantial relationship to the public 
health, safety, morals or welfare of the city and neighborhood. 
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The planning commission must discuss and find these predicates before recommending a rezone under MICC 
19.15.240.  In my opinion Amendment 18 does not establish either predicate, and I am not aware of any 
substantial change in the neighborhood or CUP, but in any case  the planning commission must understand 
these criteria, discuss them, and find both predicates have been established before determining whether the 
docketing criteria have been met and recommending Amendment 18 be added to the 2024 docket. 
 

Thank you. 
 

 

Daniel Thompson 
Thompson & Delay 
Attorneys at Law 
80th Avenue Professional Building 
2955 80th Ave SE, Suite 202 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
Phone: (206) 622‐0670 
Fax: (206) 622‐3965 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 3:24 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for Stroum JCC Expansion Project

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Shira Kaufman <s.kaufman08@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 3:01 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for Stroum JCC Expansion Project 
 
Hello, 
 
I'm a resident of Seattle who grew up going to programs at the Stroum Jewish Community Center and attending the 
Northwest Yeshiva High School on MI. My husband is from Mercer Island and his parents and many relatives and friends 
still live there. 
 
Please vote to approve the SJCC expansion project. Not only will this be a wonderful resource for Pacific Northwest 
Jewish life and culture, but an improved JCC will improve life for all Mercer Islanders. 
 
Mercer Island offers some of the best homes and views in the region, plus safety and quiet and A+ schools. However, 
I've often wondered why it doesn't have better facilities of all kinds for its residents ‐ the best restaurants, cafes, shops, 
gyms, etc. It could easily have a downtown district with the charm and coziness of a Columbia City or a Ballard, and 
without increasing the traffic at all through the quiet neighborhoods. The fact is, there's hardly anywhere to go out on 
MI that's actually really nice and not just kind of generic feeling. Especially since Bennett's closed, whenever my in‐laws 
host a large restaurant event, it's basically always in Seattle or Bellevue. Mercer Island needs to revitalize its businesses 
and offerings. 
 
Expanding the SJCC in this way will be a great way to improve delivery of world‐class exquisite programming to the 
residents of MI without them having to leave the island, and without increasing the neighborhood traffic (especially 
since the J is right off the exit).  Creating a gorgeous gym, pool, tennis center, event space, and cultural center will allow 
all of the Mercer Island residents to benefit from even better programming, scholarly talks, cookbook talks, fitness and 
aquatic center, tennis, etc. 
 
And combining it with the Jewish high school will decrease traffic through the neighborhood next to the high school. 
 
Please support this expansion. 
 

661

Item 1.



2

Best, 
 
Shira 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 3:30 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Request to be added to the Docket

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Rusty Federman <rustyfed@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 3:25 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Request to be added to the Docket 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and 
it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request 
affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Russell Federman 
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8204 SE 38TH Place 

Resident of Mercer Island for more than 36 years. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:52 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please Help Make the Future SJCC a Reality

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Robin Medin <robinmedin@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:34 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please Help Make the Future SJCC a Reality 
 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to 
Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all 
ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs 
a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its 
usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the 
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial 
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a 
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this 
facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on 
any other facility or institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer 
Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Robin Medin 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:52 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC rezoning

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Stra ner Cindy <Cstra ner@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:44 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC rezoning 
 
Dear MI Planning commission and MI Council, 
 
I grew up going to the JCC for spor ng ac vi es, to learn how to swim, for arts classes, and Jewish Community events. 
All three of our grown children went to preschool at the JCC, and also did ac vi es like sports, swimming, ac ng classes, 
camps and Jewish Community events. 
Now our grandchildren use the facility for camps and ac vi es. 
 
I don’t see how the JCC s ll is considered residen al zoning when it has not been residen al in the 50? years that I have 
been going there. 
I believe that the JCC always tries to be a good neighbor and may be less obtrusive than many other Mercer Island 
residents. 
I think it is past  me to rezone the SJCC property to its commercial use. 
 
Thank you, 
Cindy Stra ner 
Issaquah, WA  98027 
425‐641‐8399  
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: City Council: Approve the SJCC rezone!
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 11:18:54 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Jon Newman <jonn_msft@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, October 21, 2023 10:09 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Cc: Jon Newman <jonn_msft@hotmail.com>; naomi.newman@live.com
Subject: City Council: Approve the SJCC rezone!
 
To the Mercer Island City Council: 
  
As a long-time resident of North Mercer Island, I ask that the Mercer Island City Council promptly 
add the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s (SJCC) request to their 2024 docket, to rezone their land 
to Commercial Office status. 
  
The SJCC is a long-time asset to Mercer Island, but its physical plant is outdated in several regards. 
The pool is past its lifetime, the HVAC needs an update, and multiple changes are required for ADA 
compliance. Substantial redevelopment is required, but this is not possible with residential zoning. 
Commercial Office status would enable this remodel, while protecting both the neighborhood and 
the neighbors. 
  
Any city should be eager to protect and upgrade a key asset like the SJCC, especially with private 
funding. Note that this request only affects the SJCC, not other facilities on Mercer Island. 
  
Thank you for your prompt action! 
  
Jon and Naomi Newman 
9097 North Mercer Way 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 11:18 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC mercer island

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: aviva bomsztyk <akaem@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Saturday, October 21, 2023 9:59 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC mercer island 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

669

Item 1.



2

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Aviva and Karol Bomsztyk 
Resident 
5349 Lansdowne Lane 41 years 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 20, 2023 8:30 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Denise Joffe <manner5@mac.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 9:37 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Paul Manner, MD 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 11:55 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Re-Zoning JCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Carrie Wernick Newman <carrie@wernicknewman.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:47 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Re‐Zoning JCC 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission & City Council Members, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council & Planning Commission place the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 
2024. 
 
The SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, 
is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. It 
would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carrie Wernick 
3422 97th Ave. SE 
Mercer Island 
Resident since 2008 & live close to the JCC 

673

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 5:16 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning of property occupied by the Stroum Jewish Community Center

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Edward Flash <edwardflash65@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 5:11 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning of property occupied by the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

Growing up on Mercer Island I know the important role the SJCC plays in the community on 
Mercer Island and beyond with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building 
is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is 
long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support and consideration. 

Edward Flash 

Attended East Seattle Elementary School, Mercer View Elementary School, North Mercer Junior 
High and Mercer Island High School (Class of 1983) 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 12:20 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Sjcc 

Comment received to the Council mailbox. 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Joey Swidler <joeswid@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 12:11 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Sjcc  
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization 
for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  
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Sincerely 
Joey Orgel‐Swidler 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC REZONE
Date: Thursday, October 19, 2023 4:48:09 PM
Importance: High

Comment received to the Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Jason Koehler <jason@rkkconstruction.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 4:23 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC REZONE
Importance: High
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

This is VITAL to our community.  I'd like to know where each one of you stand on
this issue, not just those running, but all of you.  We can't lead them to believe we
don't want them.  NO EXCUSES.  Get this done.

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
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loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Jason Koehler, 46 year resident of MI
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 2:20 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezoning Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Lesley Malakoti <lmalakoti@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 2:04 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Rezoning Request 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council place the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Lesley Malakoti 
8885 SE 36th St., MI 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 11:26 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC zoning request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Bryce Taylor <bryce.taylor@gly.com>  
Sent: Sunday, October 22, 2023 5:57 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC zoning request 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

 
 

__ 
 
Bryce Taylor [He/Him] 
GLY | Director of BD / PX 
 
206 793 2048 Mobile 
425 451 8877 Office 
www.gly.com 
 
Main Office 
14432 SE Eastgate Way Suite 300, Bellevue, WA 98007 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:32 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC and docket

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Jessica Prince <jgprince@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 3:32 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC and docket 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to 
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its useful use. 

I’ve been a member since 1993 and the place was tired even back then. We need this rezone now; it’s critical to the 
future and best for the community. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the 
Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  
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Sincerely, 

Jessica Prince 
3940 96th Ave SE 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 11:28 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox.  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Kayla Locke <kaylalocke17@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 7:10 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 
I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
Thank you for your support. 
Sincerely, 
Kayla Locke, 4741 90th Ave SE Mercer Island WA 98040. Grew up on Mercer island and have owned 
for over 6 years  
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Deb Estrada

From: Council
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:51 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for a Remodeled SJCC

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Karin Cole <karin.alpert@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:35 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for a Remodeled SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Karin Cole 
Mercer Island Resident  

 

688

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Casey Thompson
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 3:35 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp
Cc: Ali Spietz
Subject: FW: Support for rezoning request for the SJCC

Alison, 
Sharing this with you, and I’ll watch for any additional emails received and will forward right away.  
 
Thanks, 
Casey  
 

From: Katharine Lamperti <klamperti@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 11:13 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for rezoning request for the SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to 
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. Our family has benefited from programs at the SJCC since 
we moved to the Island more than a decade ago. Our kids attended summer camps, performed in theater in partnership 
with YTN, and most recently, our youngest had his first paying job as a summer camp counselor at the J.  

This request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Katharine and Thomas Lamperti 
Mercer Island, WA 
 
‐‐  
"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter." ‐ Martin Luther King, Jr 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 12:32 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for SJCC's rezone request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Christine Louie Smith <christine.louie@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 11:59 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for SJCC's rezone request 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
 

Christine Smith 
7619 SE 40th St 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
* 1st year as an MI Resident 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 4:01 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for the Stroum Jewish Community Center

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Jamie Kezner <jamiekezner@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 3:42 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for the Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to 
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 

As a native of Mercer Island who chose to return to raise her family here, the SJCC was is a fixture in my childhood and is 
the same for my children. It is where I went to preschool, learned how to swim and do gymnastics, where I forged life‐
long friendships and thankfully I got to pass that down to my children, who are able to say the same. Mercer Island is a 
special community and the SJCC is one of things that makes it special, please do not rely on dated zoning decisions on a 
place that people feel at home and safe.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the 
Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support.  

Jamie Kezner 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 4:48 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support land rezoning for Stroum Jewish Community Center

Comment received to the Council mailbox.  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Yoela Zimberoff <yoelaz.h@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 4:08 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support land rezoning for Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Yoela Zimberoff 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:26 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Carla Tobis <cjtobis@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:13 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Carla Tobis 
Mercer Island resident since 1986 
7411 SE 36th St 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:25 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: jgoldberg777@comcast.net <jgoldberg777@comcast.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 5:05 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 

Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 

with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 

welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 

features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 

zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 

facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 

proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 

Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 

institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
Jack Goldberg 
713‐962‐0936 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:28 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for SJCC Proposal

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: naaman heyman <naaman.hey@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:33 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for SJCC Proposal 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization 
for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Naaman Heyman 
8275 Merrimount Dr, 2 years on MI 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:27 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Voice Your Support for the J's Revitalization

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Sarah Fletcher <fletchsa1@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:22 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; amyl@jcc.org; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Voice Your Support for the J's Revitalization 
 
Hello, I just received this.  I am sorry, I support the Stroum Jewish Community Center, but no way in the world do I 
support this massive project for that area.  This is the size of a the whole of the south end Town Center.  This is 
supposed to be a single‐family residential neighborhood, not commercial and certainly not a whole change of a 
zone.  People were bulking at the Legislature passing fourplexes and duplexes in single‐zoned residential neighborhoods, 
but the JCC want to bring in a huge sportsfield and more buildings.  And I would like to know, let's say, the City allows 
this, what is stopping someone else or a church group asking for the same thing?  Can anyone ask for a rezone of a 
property from single‐family residential to commercial? 
The one school on the island the School District is looking at closing, I would rather the JCC look at that property or even 
the Civic Center which is closed for asbestos.   
And I would like to know what the plan is for traffic?  Everyone knows that it is a nightmare for traffic at the East Mercer 
Way intersection in the mornings.  No‐one seems to be doing anything about the traffic which already is a problem.   
And I don't know where they get "Revitalized" from.  It is not a revitalization but the introduction of a whole other 
zone.  I actually thought this JCC/Herzl was put to rest, I can't believe it is still ongoing.  Please stop with this folly.   
Please make sure I am on record as opposing this massive development/city for a single‐zoned residential neighborhood 
which the community I do not believe asked for and I am sure the neighbors do not want it and who should be consulted 
on as they are the ones whose neighborhood is going to be changed forever.  
 
 
Sarah Fletcher 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Stroum Jewish Community Center <enews@sjcc.org> 
Date: Wed, Oct 25, 2023 at 7:03 PM 
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Subject: Voice Your Support for the J's Revitalization 
To: <fletchsa1@gmail.com> 
 

Write to the MI Planning Commission by Nov. 15  

 

View this email in your browser  

   

 

 

   

 

Community lifts us up and holds us together in the best and worst of times. The SJCC is proud to be a 

gathering place for our community, which is why it’s more important than ever to voice your support for the 

SJCC’s future on Mercer Island. 
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Voice Your Support for a Revitalized SJCC 
Email the Mercer Island Planning Commission by November 15 

 

The SJCC has announced the intent to significantly remodel our facilities and we need your help to make it a 

reality. Please voice your support to the Mercer Island Planning Commission before November 15, to request 

this topic be placed on the 2024 docket for Mercer Island City Council. 

  

Here's how you can help:  

1. Email your support to planning.comission@mercerisland.gov by November 15. If you prefer to 

compose your own message, you can find suggested email text here. 

2. Attend the Mercer Island Planning Commission meeting on November 15 to voice your support. Email 

AmyL@sjcc.org for details. 
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Moving Forward to Better Serve the Mercer Island Community  

For the past 54 years, the SJCC has served the entire community of Mercer Island and beyond. Our proposed 

renovation will revitalize our facilities to help us build on our vision to be the most open and welcoming 

community-centered Jewish organization in the Puget Sound region.  

 

Learn more about the inspiring design here. 

 

To facilitate this redevelopment, the SJCC submitted a request to the city of Mercer Island to rezone our 

property from a Residential zoning designation to a Commerical Office designation, which is better aligned 

with our operations. 

 

The proposed renovation builds on feedback from neighbors, members, and our broader community and 

addresses the critical need to replace obsolete facilities and provide ADA accessibility in a safe, comfortable, 

and contemporary space to learn, grow, meet, and build community.   

  

Thank you for helping the SJCC move forward.  
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Copyright © 2023 Stroum Jewish Community Center, All rights reserved.  

You are receiving this email because you opted in at our website or expressed interest in receiving emails from the SJCC.  

 

Our mailing address is:  

Stroum Jewish Community Center 

3801 East Mercer Way 

Mercer Island, WA 98040 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:29 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: cheryl cohen <cherylbd2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 8:19 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject:  
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 
Cheryl Cohen  
Cherylbd2@gmail.com 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:31 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Recommend SJCC Rezone on 2024 Docket

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Adam Atkins <atkins.wx@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:28 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Recommend SJCC Rezone on 2024 Docket 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Adam and Ari Atkins 

2412 60th ave SE, MI 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:33 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Request for SJCC rezone to be on the docket

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Brooke Pariser <brookesidell@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 10:00 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Request for SJCC rezone to be on the docket 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization 
for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
Brooke Pariser  
3861 80th Ave. SE 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
36 year resident  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:33 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Kara Azose <kara.azose@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 10:19 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

Kara Azose 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Renovation Support
Date: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:29:54 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Jonathan Stern (GDE) <Stern.Jonathan@microsoft.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:23 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC Renovation Support
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island.
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Stern

6942 96th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA

Resident of Mercer Island since 2003
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:32 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezone on 2024 Docket

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Adam Atkins <atkins.wx@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 9:29 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Rezone on 2024 Docket 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization 
for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
Adam and Ari Atkins 
2412 60th Ave SE 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:28 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Terry Azose <tlazose@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 7:34 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC 
 
M 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 
 

 Terry Azose 
(206) 450‐0995 cell 
7740 81st Pl SE 
MI 
 
We have lived on Mercer Island for 37 years and currently, all of our adult children and grandchildren live on the 
Island.  Our children went to preschool, summer camp, swimming lessons at the SJCC before we moved to the island.  All 
8 of our grandchildren have gone through preschool, after school programs, swimming, camp at the J.   We take classes, 
play pickle ball, and exercise at the J.  The facilities are in desperate need of updating, remodeling and care to bring it 
back to the vibrant facility that will serve not only the Jewish population but Mercer Island and neighboring 
communities. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:35 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support the rezoning of the SJCC - Prioritize!

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Ann Lokey <amlokey@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 10:58 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support the rezoning of the SJCC ‐ Prioritize! 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
Ann Lokey 
6107 SE 32nd st, MI 
27 year resident 
 
Sent from my iPad 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:03 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning SJCC fir commercial use

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Lynne Brazg <lynnebrazg@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:53 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezoning SJCC fir commercial use 
 
Dear Council members, 
 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization 
for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
Lynne Brazg  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:49 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC Renovation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Alan Tesler <atesler3@comcast.net> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:22 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC Renova on 
 
To the Mercer Island City Council‐ 
 
     My wife and I have been Mercer Island residents since December 1984, and have been members of the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center since shortly a er we moved here. 
 
     We have seen the evolu on of the JCC over the last nearly 40 years, and have been frequent users of the facility.  The 
JCC serves a wide por on of the Mercer Island and Eastside community, including many non‐Jewish residents.  As such, it 
is a valuable community asset to the Sea le Jewish community and the broader Mercer Island community as well. 
 
     Unfortunately, with the passage of  me, in spite of several minor remodels over the years, the building has aged and 
needs moderniza on. The leadership of the JCC has developed a renova on plan, but to fulfill it, the land parcels need to 
be rezoned from Residen al to Commercial Office.  The renova on will impact only the JCC and have no adverse impact 
on the surrounding residen al and commercial proper es. 
 
     Please place the request for rezoning on the City Council's docket for ac on in 2024.  I believe the JCC deserves your 
support. 
 
     Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alan Tesler 
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2205 82nd Avenue SE 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:48 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC rezone support 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: mbstarnes@comcast.net <mbstarnes@comcast.net>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 9:00 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC rezone support  
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Margie Starnes 

6200 SE 27th Street, Resident since 2006 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:48 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please approve the SJCC request to rezone from a residential zoning designation to a 

Commercial Office designation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Aaron Lavin <lavin_aaron@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 11:41 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please approve the SJCC request to rezone from a residential zoning designation to a Commercial Office 
designation 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Aaron Lavin 

7835 SE 22nd Pl. 98040 
20 year resident of Mercer Island 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:51 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Request to rezone the JCC from Residential to Commercial Office

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Jeff Hsu <jjhsu2@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 1:02 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Request to rezone the JCC from Residential to Commercial Office 
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, 
 
I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to 
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its useful use. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the 
Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Jeff Hsu 
7203 W Mercer Way ‐ 20 year resident 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:50 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning for the JCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Harvey Kanter <hrkanter@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:29 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>; Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Harvey Kanter <hrkanter@gmail.com> 
Subject: Rezoning for the JCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request 
to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.  

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its usefulness. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, 
and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

733

Item 1.



2

Thank you for your support. 

Harvey Kanter, 12 Meadow Ln, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:52 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC proposal

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Dodi Nov <drdodi@bellevuesmiles.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 1:16 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC proposal 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I live directly across the street from the SJCC   

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization 
for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
Dodi Nov 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:50 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC rezoning

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Garrett Hyman <garretthyman@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:40 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC rezoning 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Garrett Hyman 
MI Resident since 2003 
 

============================================ 
Garrett S. Hyman, MD, MPH, FACSM, FABPMR, CAQSM   
Lake Washington Sports & Spine 
www.lakewass.com 
www.seattlesoccermedicine.com 
www.healthoptimizationprogram.com 
Consultant Physician -- Sports Medicine  
Independent Practice Proud 
============================================ 
 

  
 
 
        
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). The 
information contained in this message is private and confidential, may contain legally protected health information and may be subject 
to one or more non-disclosure agreements, HIPAA privacy regulations and other laws. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or 
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the 
original message.  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:47 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Marty Nelson <martysnelson@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:58 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone its large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for 
action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. 
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming 
pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning 
makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this 
remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer 
Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support.  

Marty Nelson (23 year Mercer Island resident)  

3695 W Mercer Way 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:47 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Paul Amato <pra717@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 8:21 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 
Warmly, Dr. Paul Amto, DDS, FAGD 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 3:52 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: akarp31@gmail.com <akarp31@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 2:21 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Abby Marcus, 7014 SE 20th St Mercer Island resident 12 years 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 10:31 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Gloria Milner <gloriamilner@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 7:56 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission, 
 
Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone 
their large residen al land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with ac on taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its usefulness. 
 
It’s  me for a substan ve, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residen al zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the moderniza on of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have 
any impact on any other facility or ins tu on on the Island. 
 
The  me to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 10:32 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Centerʼs request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Comment received to Council mailbox 

 

Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Carl A. Bianco <cabianco@biancoproperties.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 9:13 AM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Centerʼs request 

 

To: Mercer Island Planning Commission & City Council and City Council, 

We are writing to request that the Planning Commission and City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with 
prioritization for action in 2024. 

Since we arrived on M.I. almost 43 years ago, the SJCC has been part of our life.  With both athletics and all 
kinds of other activities, we have spent many hours at the “J”.  Everyone knows this building needs updating, 
and it needs it badly.   

It is your responsibility to act in the interests of the majority of your population.  Please do so and approve 
their request. 

If you have any questions, we can be contacted as shown below.  Thank you. 

From: 

Carl and Joann Bianco 
8700 North Mercer Way  Mercer Island, WA  98040 
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His Cell/Primary: (206) 853-6017  Her Cell: (206) 898-6286  
Almost 43 years as residents of Mercer Island 
Previously at 7210 North Mercer Way, Mercer Island 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezoning SJCC fir commercial use
Date: Friday, October 27, 2023 3:13:02 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Adam Brazg <adambrazg@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 11:43 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Rezoning SJCC fir commercial use
 
Dear Council members,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.
 
As a kid growing up on Mercer Island, I spent so much of my childhood there. As an adult, I now send
my kid to their pre-school. The building has not changed since as long as I remember, and it is in
serious need of an upgrade.  

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support. 

748

Item 1.

mailto:andrea.larson@mercergov.org
mailto:Alison.VanGorp@mercergov.org
mailto:Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7Cdabbc7cd1d784917e1ee08dbd739e1a1%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638340415814215762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IV7OB9WhA6CsEf4LOF%2Bicyr0Xa%2BWsLmeJ2gXbwZmm7c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2Fcommunity%2Fpage%2Fcity-facility-and-program-information&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7Cdabbc7cd1d784917e1ee08dbd739e1a1%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638340415814215762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pJ8ojRhm395EUOyapHbPuYCOfHm41UA%2Bsj0EyI4mUdw%3D&reserved=0


Sincerely,

Adam Brazg

749

Item 1.



From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Supporting the SCJJ rebuild
Date: Friday, October 27, 2023 3:13:39 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Leanne Bellar Gordon <leanne.b.gordon@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 12:53 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Supporting the SCJJ rebuild
 
Dear MI City Council,
 
Please support the request that the MI City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with
prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

 
Thank you for your support,
 
Leanne Gordon, age 37, living on First Hill in Mercer Island for 3 years and resident of Seattle-area
my whole life
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Re zoning the SJCC
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:06:56 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Lisa Porad <lisa@lisaporad.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 3:08 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Re zoning the SJCC
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island.
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely,
 
Lisa Porad
2445 74th AVE SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Resident 25 years.  Grew up at the J
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:05:33 AM
Attachments: image513683.jpg
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Comment received to Council mailbox
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Steve Lewis <SLewis@pspipe.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 2:46 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.
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Thank you for your support.

Steve Lewis
Steve  Lewis
Chief Financial Officer

Email: SLewis@pspipe.com | Phone: (253) 796-9350
Web: www.pspipe.com | Cell: (206) 947-4040
7816 S. 202nd Street | Kent | WA | 98032

LinkedIn

 

PSP is now open in
 Spokane, WA and Salem, OR

 Please consider the environment before printing this email message.

Disclaimer:
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the message recipient. If you are not the
message recipient you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify SLewis@pspipe.com
immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail
transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost,
destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. Steve Lewis therefore does not accept liability for any errors or
omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. If verification is required
please request a hard-copy version.
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for SJCC Rezone
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:49:52 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Jean Klein <jeankanklein@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 2:45 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Support for SJCC Rezone
 


Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.
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Thank you for your support. 
 
Jean Klein is 
5360 Lansdowne Lane
49 year resident of Mercer Island
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Supporting the SCJJ rebuild
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:46:52 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Seth Gordon <gordon.seth@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, October 28, 2023 6:59 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Supporting the SCJJ rebuild
 
Dear MI City Council,
 
Please support the request that the MI City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with
prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

 
Thank you for your support,
 
Seth Gordon, age 39, living on First Hill in Mercer Island for 3 years, 3 children ages 2-7
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: The J
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:06:20 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Barbara Cohen <cohenhead1@mac.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 3:05 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: The J
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, Barby Cohen
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:07:33 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Lynn Wartnik <tony2lynni@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 4:00 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezone
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:07:59 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Scott Porad <scott@porad.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 5:49 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC Rezone
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support. 
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Sincerely,

Scott Porad
2445 74th Ave SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Resident since 2008
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:08:28 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Theresa Lieberman <theresaclieberman@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 5:49 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Theresa Lieberman

Sent from my iPad
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:09:04 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Leslie Rousso <lshtabs@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 6:30 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support,
Leslie Rousso

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:09:41 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Betty Ann Richmond <bettyannrichmond@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 8:48 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center Re-zoning
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:10:06 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Ken Wolfe <ken@wolfedwelling.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 10:44 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center Re-zoning
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,
 
I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.
 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.
 
Thank you for your support.
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Sincerely,
 
Ken Wolfe

7012 81st Avenue SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040
15 year resident
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: help SJCC re-zone
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:24:36 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Rachel Hyman <rachshyman@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:33 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: help SJCC re-zone
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island.
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
 
Rachel Hyman
6924 SE Allen St, MI
An Islander for over 20 years!
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezone for SJCC
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:10:33 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Gloria Wolfe <gloria@wolfedwelling.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 10:57 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Rezone for SJCC
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island.
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
 
Gloria Wolfe
MI resident for 15 years
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC rezone
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:11:02 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Nigel Maughan <nigel.maughan@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 7:56 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC rezone
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.
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Thank you for your support. 

 
Regards

Nigel Maughan
MI resident 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, October 30, 2023 9:15:15 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Bruce Anderson <bruce@mbanderson.net> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 8:18 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.

Thank you for your support.   M. Bruce Anderson – 206-397-3579 or
Bruce@mbanderson.net:  We have been a resident of Mercer Island since 1980.
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC remodel!
Date: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 9:07:13 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Stephanie King <stephaniedbartley@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 6:23 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: JCC remodel!
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

Given this is a prewritten letter below, even though it does a
great job of recapping my feelings about this project, I want to
add a personal note because this really matters to me. Our
youngest daughter attended pre-school at the JCC, learned to swim in that pool, and
was my very first attempt at getting a trainer to get in shape, oh and I met my very
best "mom friend".  So as someone who loved what the JCC brought to our
community as a parent on the island I just want to reiterate that it would be amazing
to have a wonderful remodeled JCC as a community asset! 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
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current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
Stephanie & Matt King (one of us was born and raised on the island and the other is
17+ years) 
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 12:59:39 PM

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: crawfb <crawfb@comcast.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 11:25 AM
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with action taken in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request
affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
 
 
 

776

Item 1.

mailto:andrea.larson@mercergov.org
mailto:Alison.VanGorp@mercergov.org
mailto:Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7C4944d534f5994ad9619908dbda4be98c%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638343791787888124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B7FnMmLEsbk0Dg6d1AyObnx3AmV2LirCXysYtIfl3Xs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2Fcommunity%2Fpage%2Fcity-facility-and-program-information&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7C4944d534f5994ad9619908dbda4be98c%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638343791787888124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hLFVesitmzIL8nm8FYzUyxdZnNwWKk97rZYhgO8g3%2F4%3D&reserved=0


 
Sent from my Galaxy
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 4:39:00 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: candis.a.miles@gmail.com <candis.a.miles@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 2:31 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 4:39:28 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Susan Tregerman <suestjcc@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 2:32 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the
Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC
has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this
building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool
that is long past its useful use. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment,
yet the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office
property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors. For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital
community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the
modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any
impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the Stroum
Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support.
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 5:40:27 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Gerald bernstein <g3bernste@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 10:20 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all
ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs
a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful
use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office
property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood
integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now. 
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Thank you for your support.
Gerald Bernstein, M.D.
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC
Date: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 5:40:51 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Dana Pruchno <danapruchno@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 1, 2023 12:09 PM
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council
<council@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC
 
 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
usefulness.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact
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on any other facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

William and Dana Pruchno
MI Residents for 21 years

7928 SE 76th St
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support SJCC remodeling
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:33:41 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Daisy Yanrui Zhang <zyr8911@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 7:18 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>; Planning Commission
<Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Support SJCC remodeling
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.

Thank you for your support. 
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Sincerely,
Yanrui Zhang
3056 61st Ave SE,
Mercer Island,
WA 98040
Resident since 2019
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:34:04 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Barbara Rappoport <barbrappo@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 4:12 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Barbara Rappoport
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:34:30 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Chee San Choy <choycheesan@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 9:55 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.
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Thank you for your support. Mercer Island needs newer community facilities to compete with
neighboring cities and stay relevant to today's needs.

Sincerely,
 
Sandra Choy
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC revision
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:34:56 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Renee Eskenazi <renesken@comcast.net> 
Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 8:19 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: JCC revision
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. It was an important organization for me as a youth on the Island and for my
family later.  However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.
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Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely,
Renee Eskenazi
Mercer Island resident 27 years in total, to date
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:46:38 AM

Comment received to Planning Commission mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Sharon Lott <sharonlot@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:40 AM
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center

Hello, my husband and I and our family have lived on the island for over 46 years.  My two sons and their families
now live on the island.  Our parents lived on the island, and our siblings still live on the island.  My husband was
born here.  For the past 54 years we have been members of the SJCC.  It provided camaraderie and exercise for our
parents, preschool and afterschool activities for our children and grandchildren, and a place of community and safety
for us all.  It is in dire need of repair and rebuilding.  Please consider rezoning so we can continue the tradition of
community and care for us and our family.  Thank you for listening and please help to make the island a better,
happier and safer place to live.  Thank you again, Marty and Sharon Lott.
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please rezone the SJCC to Commercial Office property now!
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 10:49:06 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox.
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Alan Waldbaum <alanwaldbaum@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:59 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Please rezone the SJCC to Commercial Office property now!
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

 

I am 54 years old and practically grew up at the Stroum Jewish Community Center
(SJCC).  I went to pre-school there, I took swimming lessons there, I did
gymnastics there, I played youth basketball there, I did BBYO there, I have always
worked out there (even when I attended UW - because the IMA used to be so
crowded back then!), I met my wife there, my kids attended pre-school there, did
JExplorers and go to BBYO now.  It is the heart of the Jewish people in the Seattle
area -- and it needs your support.  At a time when Antisemitism is rearing its ugly
head everywhere -- we hope that Mercer Island will continue to stand as a beacon of
light and a place where the Jewish people can feel safe.

 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum
Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land
parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in
2024.  For my entire life, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with
programs for all people -- not just Jewish people -- of all ages, all races, all
economic backgrounds, all ethnicities. However, this building is old, is not ADA
compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool
that is long past its usefulness.
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Please help us.  It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable
redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A
rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel
while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate
neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact
on any other facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Alan Waldbaum (206-853-7796)
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:30:10 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Ingrid Eisenman <ilahti@me.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:18 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:30:46 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Eric Monsowitz <ericmonsowitz@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:44 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Eric
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezone for SJCC
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:31:15 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Kalai Socha-Leialoha <kalai@socha.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:50 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Rezone for SJCC
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.

796

Item 1.

mailto:andrea.larson@mercergov.org
mailto:Alison.VanGorp@mercergov.org
mailto:Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7Cbbe27901b0e94aa2175308dbe162d182%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638351586750160459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e788h6SD6n1TCTloxYBrKYA%2BXLPtgRpPNZO2dNz%2FB0s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2Fcommunity%2Fpage%2Fcity-facility-and-program-information&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7Cbbe27901b0e94aa2175308dbe162d182%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638351586750160459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Or38JcN7E3dOPClXum4J9b20VbtZORtWBTn1r1si8c%3D&reserved=0


Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
Kalai Socha-Leialoha
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:31:47 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Pallu <pallushah@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:50 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Thanks,Pallu
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:32:13 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Sallye Gilbert <18gil49@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:15 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support. 
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Sallye Gilbert
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:32:44 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Prudy Bair <prudybair@icloud.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:26 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
Prudence Bair

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:33:20 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Shang Shang <shangshang1224@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:03 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
Shang Shang
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:34:12 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Lee <leatricesk@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:33 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:34:51 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Michael Magee <mjmagee@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:35 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center Rezone
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:35:20 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Moss Patashnik <mossnpeg@icloud.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 9:23 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center Rezone
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

Please place the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land
parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and
it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request
affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support. 
 
Moss Patashnik
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:35:49 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Samuel Ostroff <sam.ostroff@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 9:58 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
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Sincerely, 
Samuel Ostroff
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support of SJCC
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:36:21 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Carin Jacobson <csulman@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:59 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Support of SJCC
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. For 47 years, the SJCC has been my home away from home and I want this
for my children.  However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working
HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.
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Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely,
Carin Jacobson 
2718 60th Ave SE
MI Resident for 47 years 
 
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Jewish Community Center Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:37:23 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Tricia Breen <Breen.Tricia@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:22 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Jewish Community Center Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,
I am writing to request that you expedite and approve a rezone of the JCC to Office Commercial. Doing so will
allow the JCC to complete much needed facility updates without affecting their neighbors or nearby properties. The
JCC is a vital community resource for all families of Mercer Island, (not only Jewish). It is an important preschool,
recreational and social place where people of all faiths gather. Please consider this request which will make Mercer
Island an even better place to live!
Sincerely
Patricia Breen
Richard Fruchter
2246 80th Ave SE
Mercer we Island

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:38:09 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Lexruben <lexruben@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 7:30 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Alexis Rubenstein
7410 87th pl se
Mercer Island, Wa 98040
Lifelong islander

Sent from my mobile device
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please approve SJCC Rezone
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:38:43 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Pamela Lavitt <plavitt@me.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 7:35 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Please approve SJCC Rezone
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.
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Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Pamela Lavitt
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC--request to rezone
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:39:19 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Leigh Anne Kuiken <lkuiken@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 10:51 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC--request to rezone
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,
 
I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.
 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.
 
Thank you for your support.
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Leigh Anne Kiviat
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:44:24 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Susan Tregerman <suestjcc@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:28 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:12:37 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Lois Fuhr <lfuhr@fuhrassoc.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:32 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
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Lois Fuhr
206.601.4868 (m)
206.260.3147 (f)
www.loisfuhr.com
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum Jewish Community Center
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 4:58:03 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Eric Heinberg <orleanean@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:38 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum Jewish Community Center
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all
ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs
a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful
use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office
property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood
integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
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Sincerely,
 
Dr. Eric M. Heinberg, MD
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Thursday, November 9, 2023 4:58:35 PM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: lolly locke <lollylocke@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:36 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Alyson Locke
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:15:30 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: sooperdoc@aol.com <sooperdoc@aol.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 8:19 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City
council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to rezone their large
residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for
action in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with
programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA
compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is
long past its useful use. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable
redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A
rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on
any other facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of the
Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your
support.
 
Dr. Arnold Reich
Mercer Island resident for fifty years

822

Item 1.

mailto:andrea.larson@mercergov.org
mailto:Alison.VanGorp@mercergov.org
mailto:Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7C229a8351e81c4c1a40f808dbe46c21d3%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638354925294421219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GDyHM5mh04dHQonISLaejGtlWn5P6pZLVqL7q7dXp2A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2Fcommunity%2Fpage%2Fcity-facility-and-program-information&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7C229a8351e81c4c1a40f808dbe46c21d3%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638354925294421219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SYqFuP7iUkT0tWHej9V0durYY2ZqBTgN%2B0J1aEjxVHs%3D&reserved=0


From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:15:56 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Reanne Berkstresser <reanneb15@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 5:44 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
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Reanne Berkstresser
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:16:40 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Lorin Freedman <lorin.freedman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 1:47 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I  live in Mercer Island (3206 90th Pl SE) with my wife and 2 children. We learned about Mercer
Island around the birth of our first child in 2017 and we enrolled him in the Early Childhood School
there. We were so impressed with the school and the surrounding community that we moved here
last year. The J has been of great importance to us and we believe that its expansion is in the
community's interest.
 
Therefore, I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on
the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
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institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
 
Lorin Freedman
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Nov. 15 Planning Commission Meeting/ 2024 Annual Docket/Objection To Staff"s Report/Public Comments

On Suggested Amendment 18
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:17:14 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Dan Thompson <danielpthompson@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 2:33 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>
Cc: Jeff Thomas <jeff.thomas@mercerisland.gov>; Jessi Bon <jessi.bon@mercergov.org>; Planning
Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Nov. 15 Planning Commission Meeting/ 2024 Annual Docket/Objection To Staff's
Report/Public Comments On Suggested Amendment 18
 
Dear Alison, council and planning commission,
 
 
 
I have read the recently released agenda packet for the Nov. 15 Planning Commission
meeting.  TEM-Attachment-001-319c9a30e91a44a1a0d70b70ccc915a2.pdf
(usgovcloudapi.net)  To say that it is unusual and deficient would be a gross understatement. 
Please consider these my public comments on Suggested Amendment 18, the rezone of the
JCC properties from single family residential to commercial office, as well as my comments
from Nov. 9 at the bottom of this email.
 
If there is one basic error in staff's report it is the report fails to understand amendment 18
is not about uses, it is about the ability of a single CUP in the residential zone to obtain
much greater regulatory limits than the surrounding residential zone or other CUP's.  The
CUP already enjoys a conditional use.  The only question is whether the conditional use
should also enjoy greater regulatory limits than houses in the same residential zone.
 
 
1.  SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT.
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A.  This process is not just unusual but deficient.  The public has not been advised of the
reasons for questioning the planning commission members over conflicts of interest or the
appearance of conflicts, public comments received to date are not attached to staff's report,
and the commission members themselves are left to decide whether to recuse themselves if
there is the appearance of a conflict when recusal needs to be made by a third party with legal
expertise.  The public is left with the definite impression the city knows something it is not
revealing.
 
B.  Staff's report is woefully deficient, and fails to recite the history of this property,  and the
30-year history of attempts to obtain preferential regulatory limits beyond those allowed in
the CUP and residential zone.
 
C.  A conditional use permit already receives zoning benefits that are not allowed for the
houses in the surrounding residential zone, including the non-conforming conditional use, no
internal yard setbacks, and increased impervious surface limits for parking.
 
D.  A fundamental concept for non-conforming conditional use permits is the non-conforming
use does not also receive preferential regulatory limits above those allowed to conforming
uses.
 
E.  Staff's report fails to educate the planning commission on Administrative Interpretation 
22-004 that was just issued last year for this very same property, and outlines all the elements
of the comprehensive plan than prevent a CUP from upzoning residentially zoned property or
applying for a variance to obtain preferential regulatory limits.
 
F.  The JCC's application to upzone its residential zoned properties to CO is either an illegal
spot zone contrary to MICC 19.15.240(C)(4), or it must be available to every other property
owner in the SFH residential zone, including other CUP's and conforming uses like single family
homes.  This amendment effectively eliminates the SFH residential zone on MI.  Yet staff's
report is silent on this critical issue even though it admits the application is site specific.
 
 
 
2.  APPEARANCE OF FAIRNESS DOCTRINE.   THE COMMISSIONERS THEMSELVES CANNOT
DECIDE IF THEY HAVE A CONFLICT OR APPEARANCE OF A CONFLICT.
 
 
The hearing will begin with a voir dire of planning commission members, followed by the
opportunity of the public to question members on their answers, although the public has not
been provided any  basis for this unusual process, or what has triggered it.  But even then,
staff's report states:  "Commissioners may respond to any challenges and then would need
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to make their own decision as to whether or not to recuse themselves from these
proceedings".
 
How can the commissioners themselves be allowed to make the decision whether they can be
fair, or whether they appear to be fair?  A neutral third party with legal expertise must make
that determination because obviously a conflicted planning commission member can't see
that, or the appearance of a conflict, themselves.  This highly unusual process definitely leaves
the public with the impression that the city knows something it is not revealing about the
fairness of this hearing.
 
 
3.  PUBLIC COMMENTS ARE NOT ATTACHED TO STAFF'S REPORT.
 
 
No public comments received to date have been attached to staff's report.  The report
states:  
 
"ATTACHMENTS" 
 
"1. Docket Application filed by the Stroum Jewish Community Center. 
 
"2. Written public comments (forthcoming)."
 
How can the planning commission make a decision on amendment 18 without having
reviewed any public comments until the day of the hearing, and how can it review them all on
the day of the meeting?  The entire purpose of the planning commission is to determine
public sentiment on a proposed action (and the Community Facilities Zone would seem to be a
good indication of public support for amendment 18  but staff's report is silent on that too). 
 
Furthermore, how can members of the public prepare to challenge the fairness or appearance
of fairness of the planning commission members without having the ability to review public
comments before the hearing, or what the city is not telling us?
 
 
4  STAFF'S DOCKETING CRITERIA.
 
 
Staff's identification of the relevant docketing criteria is woefully deficient, especially when it
comes to the relevant elements of the comprehensive plan.  Staff's report simply states:
 
 
"Docketing Criteria:
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"4. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals
of the comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city’s vision; Relevant goals
and policies from the current Comprehensive Plan include: 
 
"GOAL 17: With the exception of allowing residential development, commercial
designations and permitted uses under current zoning will not change".
 
"Policy 17.4: Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are
predominantly located in single family residential areas of the Island. Development
regulation should reflect the desire to retain viable and healthy social, recreational,
educational, and religious organizations as community assets which are essential for the
mental, physical and spiritual health of Mercer Island. The Comprehensive Plan discourages
changes to commercial land use designations. However, it also encourages development
regulations that support retention of “viable and healthy social, recreational, educational
and religious organizations” as an essential component oof Mercer Island."
 
 
Amendment 18 is about changing SFH residential zoning to CO zoning to obtain regulatory
limits not allowed in the residential zone.  Retaining viable and healthy social, recreational,
educational and religious organizations does not require one CUP to have much greater
regulatory limits under CO zoning as the surrounding residential zone or other CUP's.
 
 
 
5.  AMENDMENT 18 IS ABOUT CHANGING RESIDENTIAL ZONING TO COMMERCIAL, NOT
COMMERCIAL TO RESIDENTIAL ZONING, TO OBTAIN GREATER REGULATORY LIMITS.
 
 
Amendment 18 is not about changing commercial zoning and regulatory limits to residential
zoning, it is about changing residential zoning and regulatory limits  to commercial.  Basically
substituting the regulatory limits for a single family house for The Hadley.
 
Staff's report completely ignores the long history of this property and efforts to increase its
regulatory limits, which was fully laid out in the recent litigation over the JCC's applications for
variances for this property, which is summarized in Amendment 13, and the litigation over the
CFZ.  ITEM-Attachment-001-d231bdea5a3c4588a4bf81c9709f6182.pdf (usgovcloudapi.net) 
pages 7-8. Let's Talk cite:  2024 Annual Docket of Proposed Comprehensive Plan and
Development Code Amendments | Let's Talk Mercer Island (mercergov.org).
 
 
6.  ADMINISTRATIVE INTERPRETATION 22-004.  A CUP CANNOT APPLY LET ALONE OBTAIN
A VARIANCE FROM THE REGULATORY LIMITS IN THE RESIDENTIAL ZONE.
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As part of the JCC's application for variances the city hired outside legal counsel to prepare a
memo addressing whether a CUP has standing to even apply for a variance in the SFH zone. 
Based on this memo, Jeff Thomas issued Administrative Interpretation 22-004, which staff's
report for amendment 18 completely ignores in its report to the Planning Commission.
 
 
AI 22-004 DSG ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY DETERMINATION (mercerisland.gov) lays out all the
elements of the comprehensive plan that discourage or prevent a CUP from upzoning
residential properties in the CUP, or even applying for a variance.  
 
AI 22-004 states:
 
 
"(4.) Policy direction provided by the Mercer Island comprehensive plan; 
 
"Analysis: Review of the Comprehensive Plan results in the following findings: 
 
"(1) The Comprehensive Plan envisions Mercer Island as a residential community: 
 
"(a) “Mercer Island prides itself on being a residential community. As such, most of the
Island's approximately 6.2 square miles of land area is developed with single family
homes.” [Land Use Element, Introduction] 
 
"(b) “Single family residential zoning accounts for 88 percent of the Island's land use. There
are 3,534 acres zoned for single family residential development. This compares to 77 acres
in the Town Center zones, 19 acres for Commercial Office zone, and 103 acres in multi-
family zones (Table 2). City Hall is located in a Commercial Office zone, while other key civic
buildings such as the Post Office and the Main Fire Station are located in the Town Center
and City Hall. Many of the remaining public buildings, schools, recreational facilities and
places of religious worship are located in residential or public zones.” [Land Use Element, II
Existing Conditions and Trends, Areas outside the Town Center] 
 
"(c) “OUTSIDE THE TOWN CENTER (1) The community needs to accommodate two
important planning values — maintaining the existing single family residential character of
the Island, while at the same time planning for population and housing growth.” [Land Use
Element, IV. Land Use Issues, Outside the Town Center (1)] 
 
"(2) A primary component of the housing element is the City’s desire to protect single-
family residential neighborhoods through development regulations and other City codes
which restrict the bulk and scale of buildings, control noise and nuisances, minimize the
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impact of non-residential uses and help preserve the natural environment. City code
provisions were specifically designed to protect residential areas from incompatible uses
and promote bulk and scale consistent with the existing neighborhood character. This
includes limiting the size and scope of nonresidential uses to be consistent with existing
neighborhood character. 
 
"(a) “Housing Element III. Neighborhood Quality Mercer Island single family neighborhoods
pride themselves on their narrow, quiet streets and dense plantings. The City protects
these neighborhoods through development regulations and other City codes which restrict
the bulk and scale of buildings, control noise and nuisances, minimize the impact of non-
residential uses and help preserve the natural environment. Parks, open spaces and trails
also contribute to the neighborhood quality.” [Housing Element, III. Neighborhood
Quality] 
 
"(b) “GOAL 1: - Ensure that single family and multi-family neighborhoods provide safe and
attractive living environments, and are compatible in quality, design and intensity with
surrounding land uses, traffic patterns, public facilities and sensitive environmental
features. 1.1 Ensure that zoning and City code provisions protect residential areas from
incompatible uses and promote bulk and scale consistent with the existing neighborhood
character.” [Housing Element, III. Neighborhood Quality, Goal 1.1] 
 
"(3) The Comprehensive Plan evidences an intent to retain certain non-residential
structures located in residential zones. However, the Comprehensive Plan is silent on
whether such structures would be eligible for variances from otherwise applicable
numerical standards. 
 
" (a) “GOAL 17: - With the exception of allowing residential development, commercial
designations and permitted uses under current zoning will not change. 17.4 Social and
recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are predominantly located in single
family residential areas of the Island. Development regulation should reflect the desire to
retain viable and healthy social, recreational, educational, and religious organizations as
community assets which are essential for the mental, physical and spiritual health of
Mercer Island.” [Land Use Elements, IV Land Use Issues Outside the Town Center] 
 
"(4) The Comprehensive Plan also evidences an intent to preserve existing conditions and
to generally permit changes only through amendments to the development code, rather
than through granting numerous variances to that development code. At the same
Development Code Interpretation 22-004 November 21, 2022 Page 6 of 8 time, there is also
recognition that some non-residential structures and uses are compatible with residential
zones. 
 
 "(a) “GOAL 15: - Mercer Island should remain principally a low density, single family
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residential community. 
 
"15.1 Existing land use policies, which strongly support the preservation of existing
conditions in the single family residential zones, will continue to apply. Changes to the
zoning code or development standards will be accomplished through code amendments. 
 
"15.2 Residential densities in single family areas will generally continue to occur at three to
five units per acre, commensurate with current zoning. However, some adjustments may
be made to allow the development of innovative housing types, such as accessory dwelling
units and compact courtyard homes at slightly higher densities as outlined in the Housing
Element. … 
 
"15.4 As a primarily single family residential community with a high percentage of
developed land, the community cannot provide for all types of land uses. Certain activities
will be considered incompatible with present uses. Incompatible uses include landfills,
correctional facilities, zoos and airports. Compatible permitted uses such as education,
recreation, open spaces, government social services and religious activities will be
encouraged.” [Land Use Elements, IV Land Use Issues Outside the Town Center]."
 
 
How can the comprehensive plan prohibit a CUP from applying let alone obtaining variances
for greater regulatory limits in the single-family residential zone but allow that same CUP to
change the zoning from SFH residential to CO?  That is just absurd.
 
 
 
7.  AMENDMENT 18 IS EITHER AN ILLEGAL SPOT ZONE OR MUST BE AVAILABLE TO EVERY
OTHER CUP AND PROPERTY OWNER IN THE RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY ZONE.
 
 
MICC 19.15.240 states:
 
 

19.15.240 - Reclassification of property (rezones).  Chapter 19.15 -
ADMINISTRATION | City Code | Mercer Island, WA | Municode Library
 
"C.  Criteria.  The city council may approve a rezone only if all of the following criteria are met:
 
"4.  The proposed reclassification does not constitute an illegal site-specific spot zone."
 
Amendment 18 clearly states in its application that it is a site-specific rezone ( a new criterion on the
application in 2023).  Staff's report states amendment 18 is designed to be site specific.  And yet
staff's report is silent on this critical issue and legal analysis.
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More concerning is Amendment 18 will not be site specific.  The council cannot grant such an
extraordinary rezone to one conditional use permit and not another, and neither can it deny such a
rezone to a conforming use in the same zone such as a single-family home.  
 
This rezone has never been allowed in the history of Mercer Island and will effectively eliminate the
single family zones on Mercer Island and the elements in the comprehensive plan that apply to the
single-family zones, because either amendment 18 is an illegal site specific rezone, or the ability to
rezone residential single family zoned property to CO will apply to every non-conforming use such as
a CUP, and every conforming use such as a single family house.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

2024 Annual Docket of Proposed
Comprehensive Plan and
Development Code Amendments
Each year the City accepts proposals for potential
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and Unified
Land Development Code (Title 19 Mercer Island City
Code (MICC)) through a process called the Annual
Docket. Members of the public, City boards and
commissions, and City

letstalk.mercergov.org

 
 

Daniel Thompson
Thompson & Delay
Attorneys at Law
80th Avenue Professional Building
2955 80th Ave SE, Suite 202
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Phone: (206) 622-0670
Fax: (206) 622-3965
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From: Dan Thompson
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 12:20 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>
Cc: jeff.thomas@mercerisland.gov <jeff.thomas@mercerisland.gov>; jessi.bon@mercergov.org
<jessi.bon@mercergov.org>; planning.commission@mercerisland.gov
<planning.commission@mercerisland.gov>; council@mercergov.org <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Nov. 15 Planning Commission Meeting On 2024 Annual Docket of Proposed
Comprehensive Plan and Development Code Amendments/Housekeeping
 
Dear Alison, this email is to address a few housekeeping issues with the PC's Nov. 15
meeting.  I don't think the agenda packet has been issued, but the suggested amendments
can be found at 2024 Annual Docket of Proposed Comprehensive Plan and Development
Code Amendments | Let's Talk Mercer Island (mercergov.org).  I plan to submit written
comments later on all the suggested amendments.
 
1  Many of the planning commission members are new and have little institutional
knowledge of the 2017 RDS rewrite or past efforts of CUP's to obtain preferential
regulatory limits in a SFH zone, let alone land use expertise, such as the community
facilities zone or MICA in Mercerdale Park, and the turmoil those issues raised.  The PC and
council also were not involved in the recent litigation by the JCC to obtain variances as a
CUP in a SFH zone so are probably unaware of that litigation and AI 22-004 attached to
Matt Goldbach's suggested amendments as exh. 2.  I hope commission members are
reading the suggested amendments and exhibits already, and have some way of learning of
past amendments and the blood and treasure spent on unwise amendments, especially in
2018.  I think the CPD's agenda packet needs to recite this history.
 
2  Matt Goldbach has two suggested amendments and has been allotted 10 minutes to
speak on both.  However Matt is undergoing heart tests and has asked that I be allowed to
speak to the PC in his place, and I have agreed to do that.
 
3  I have five suggested amendments that appear to be added to the docket for 2024
already, dating from 2020 but in the past reserved until the review of the RDS is
undertaken.  The irony is I don't think there is space or time on the PC's 2024 docket for
any of the suggested amendments that have been filed, even including my discrete
amendments, and mine really should be discussed and adopted when the review of the
RDS finally comes up, and we know for sure the DOC regulations under HB 1110 which
makes my suggested amendments even more important.  I think I can address my five
suggested amendments in five minutes.
 
4  I would also like three minutes to address the other suggested amendments.  Quite
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honestly, the only one I think should be formally added to the 2024 docket and pursued is
the city's amendment for a non-conforming temporary use ordinance, although the
suggestion is sparse on details, which is vastly different than the Country Club's suggested
amendment, as long as the city's suggested amendment incorporates these key elements
in any temporary use amendment:
 
 
A  The non-conforming use is truly temporary.  Six months/year or 30 weekends/year is not
temporary.
 
B  The temporary use does not exceed the regulatory limits for the zone.  Use and
regulatory limits are two entirely different things.  A variance is required for a temporary
exception to the zone's regulatory limits.
 
C  There are restrictions on time of day/night, noise, light, traffic, parking, and so on.  The
examples given by the CPD for a private temporary use are probably off base because no
private citizen goes through the hassle or cost to obtain a temporary use permit for
something like a wedding or party at their home.  This amendment is about the city's non-
conforming temporary use.
 
D  The property setbacks are part of the consideration of the temporary use.  For example,
a temporary use at the MICEC which has huge setbacks from any other residential property
is much different than a temporary use on a residential property with a 5' or 10' setback
from the adjacent house.
 
E  The permit is not Type I without prior citizen notice.  The absence of notice for a non-
conforming temporary use is abusive for the neighbors who must be able to plan.
 
 
Thank you.
 
 
 

Daniel Thompson
Thompson & Delay
Attorneys at Law
80th Avenue Professional Building
2955 80th Ave SE, Suite 202
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Phone: (206) 622-0670
Fax: (206) 622-3965
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Request to Rezone Large Residential Land Parcels to Commercial Office
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:17:47 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Michele Kohorn <mref1@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 2:41 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: SJCC Request to Rezone Large Residential Land Parcels to Commercial Office
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for
all ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant,
needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its
useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this
facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any
other facility or institution on the Island.
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
Michele Kohorn
SJCC Board Member
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Assistance and Support
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:18:18 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: alyssa boden <alyssasbatmitzvah@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 2:56 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Assistance and Support
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.
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Thank you for your support. 

 
Tamar Boden
7444 Mercer Terrace Drive
Mercer Island, WA 98040
 
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Assistance and Support
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:18:44 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Tamar Boden <tamar_boden@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 2:58 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Assistance and Support
 


Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.
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Thank you for your support.

 
Tamar Boden 
7444 Mercer Terrace Drive 
Mercer Island, WA 98040
 
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Public comments for Amendment 18
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:19:21 AM
Attachments: Decl of John Hall.pdf

Exhibit index and Exhibits in Support of Decl. of John Hall.pdf

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: John Michael Hall <velooce@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 4:21 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>
Cc: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council
<council@mercergov.org>; blkship@yahoo.com; John Hall <velooce@comcast.net>
Subject: Public comments for Amendment 18
 
Dear Alison, please consider these my public comments for the Nov. 15 planning commission
meeting on amendment 18, the JCC's suggested amendment to change the zoning of their
residential properties to commercial/office, and the attached declaration with exhibits I
submitted in support of the city's  defense of the appeal the JCC filed over the city's denial of
the JCC's application for variances.
 
I believe the history of this property, and the attempts over the last 40 years of the JCC to
obtain greater regulatory limits than allowed in the residential zone, are very important to the
discussion and vote on Nov. 15, and my declaration and the exhibits explain the history.
 
I am also disappointed staff's report to the planning commission was silent on the impact this
upzone will have on the surrounding residential neighborhoods, and that is addressed in my
attached declaration which I hope will help guide the planning commission's decision and
create a complete record for the council and any appeal.
 
John Hall

9970 S.E. 40th Street
Mercer Island, WA 98040
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:21:56 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Tamar Reynard <tlreynard1127@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, November 12, 2023 8:05 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support. 

877

Item 1.

mailto:andrea.larson@mercergov.org
mailto:Alison.VanGorp@mercergov.org
mailto:Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7C6a9a5d07b0f14973e8d408dbe46d079d%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638354929160116915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JrZCqAcL9gb0aEGyyDzDobh%2B5poqUD4vZ%2BoH1EmFQWk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2Fcommunity%2Fpage%2Fcity-facility-and-program-information&data=05%7C01%7Calison.vangorp%40mercergov.org%7C6a9a5d07b0f14973e8d408dbe46d079d%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C638354929160273209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W%2FED1JOYa9%2FBzATN1DtAyPVcpMGINNQkQl0Xv%2FYAM%2Fo%3D&reserved=0


From: Council
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Monday, November 13, 2023 9:21:27 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Jay Behar <jay@behars.com> 
Sent: Sunday, November 12, 2023 6:58 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial
Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.

Thank you for your support.

 
Jay
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Jay Behar
Executive Director – Pacific Furniture Dealers
P: (206) 465-2520 – E: jay@behars.com
W: www.pacificfurnituredealers.com
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:52:18 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Noreen King <noreen.king9@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 2:22 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
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Noreen King
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:52:45 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Laura Selby <lauraselby@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 4:23 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 

Dear City Councilmembers,

I was an early childhood educator at the Stroum JCC for 22 years and know the
importance of this institution to our community.  The school has touched literally
thousands of lives since it began in 1967.  But the building is beyond its years and
needs to be upgraded in many ways.

I am asking you to allow the J to be rezoned from residential to commercial
status. The time is now!

Thank you for your support.

Laura Selby

16 Evergreen Lane, Mercer Island
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:53:28 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox

Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

-----Original Message-----
From: Heather Kramm <hkramm@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2023 8:20 PM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome.
However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming
pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island
community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the
Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
Heather kramm

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:54:35 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: Kerry Donner <kerrysdonner@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 1:24 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket,
with prioritization for action in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are
welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility.

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.

Thank you for your support.
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From: Andrea Larson
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezone the SJCC
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 11:15:08 AM

Comment received to Council mailbox
 
Andrea Larson
City Clerk
City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)
The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page
for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

 

From: E Jimenez <sra.ejimenez@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:58 AM
To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: Rezone the SJCC
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the
docket, with action taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and
specific interests of the proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or
institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.

Thank you for your support.
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Evelyn Jimenez 

9208 SE 33 rd Street 

Mercer Island, WA 98040

(Mercer Island Resident for 30 years)

 
Sent from my iPhone
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:40 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC Rezone

Categories: COUNCIL

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Stuart Sulman <ssulman@kellersupply.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 4:56 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC Rezone 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset serving the entire Mercer 
Island Community.  It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the 
modernization of this facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
 

Stuart Sulman  
Mercer Island Resident for 47 years 
4117 Boulevard Place 
Mercer Island, WA.  98040 
  
  
  
 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and 
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or 
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email 
security and cyber resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security awareness training, web security, 
compliance and other essential capabilities. Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, human 
error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Supporting the SJCC request to rezone

Categories: COUNCIL

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: srockfeld@yahoo.com <srockfeld@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 5:47 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Cc: Cindy Rockfeld <cinchin98@hotmail.com> 
Subject: Supporting the SJCC request to rezone 
 

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council, 
 
I would love for the Mercer Island City Council to support the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with 
action taken in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this 
request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on 
the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Scott and Cindy Rockfeld  
MI Residents since 2007 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:41 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Rezone the SJCC, It's Time

Categories: COUNCIL

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Susan Szafir <susan_szafir@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:27 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Rezone the SJCC, It's Time 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island.  
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Susan Szafir 

3400 72nd PL SE 

M.I. Resident since 2008 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:42 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: JCC Rezoning

Categories: COUNCIL

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Alexandra Schatz <alexandra.schatz@me.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 8:58 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: JCC Rezoning 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

 

Thank you for your support.  

Sincerely, 
 
Alex and Patrick Schatz with family 
 
Our family of four has been enjoying the JCC for many years now and we are residents for over 14 
years. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:42 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: COUNCIL

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Lorna <LBIsenberg@msn.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 9:31 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, 
 
I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s request to 
rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are welcome. However, 
this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past 
its useful use. 
 
It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this 
nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 
 
For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad Mercer Island 
community to not support the modernization of this facility. 
 
Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the 
Island. 
 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 
 
Thank you for your support.  
 
Get Outlook for Android 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:43 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: COUNCIL

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Aimee Johnson <goldenaimee1@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 7:41 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with 
prioritization for action in 2024. For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all 
ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system and it 
features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable 
redevelopment, yet the current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property 
would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects the SJCC 
ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. The time to support the future of 
the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. Thank you for your support. 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:44 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC's revitalization

Categories: COUNCIL

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Richard Openshaw <richard@openshawcpa.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 8:58 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC's revitaliza on 
 
Good Morning, 
 
As a member of the Stroum Jewish Community Center I support its revitaliza on, which is way overdue. Since being built 
in 1969 it's received minimal updates or upgrades. The "new & improved" SJCC will look be er from the outside, be 
easier to navigate, and more func onal. It ensures it stays on the Island as a centralized place where people/groups of all 
backgrounds, whether member or quest, can socialize, have mee ngs, be entertained, exercise, u lize its a er‐school 
care and summer camp, along with having childcare for over 200 pre‐kindergarten children, which is sorely needed. 
 
Thank you for your considera on. 
 
Richard Openshaw CPA CGMA J.D. 

897

Item 1.



1

Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:44 AM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Support for Stroum JCC Rezone Request

Categories: COUNCIL

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Amy Moultray <Amy@moultray.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:28 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Support for Stroum JCC Rezone Request 
 
Dear Mercer Island City Council, 
 

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City Council places the Stroum Jewish Community Center’s 
request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, with action 
taken in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all are 
welcome.  My family has been a member of the SJCC for 10+ years and the early education school, 
community programming, summer camps, and fitness facilities have been a foundational part of our 
life and sense of community on the Island. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs 
a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its usefulness.  

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

Now more than ever, the SJCC operates as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the broad 
Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. Further, this request affects 
the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or institution on the Island. 
The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now.  
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Thank you for your support. 
 

Amy Clements Moultray  
Mercer Island Resident for 10+ years  
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 12:23 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please Help Make the Future SJCC a Reality

Comment received to Council mailbox 
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City 
service hours of operation. 

 

From: Elana Roschy <elanaroschy@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 11:15 AM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Please Help Make the Future SJCC a Reality 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish Community 
Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to Commercial Office on the docket, 
with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all ages and all 
are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC system 
and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the current residential 
zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office property would significantly 
facilitate this remodel while honoring the neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the 
proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a loss for the 
broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this facility. 

Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any other facility or 
institution on the Island. 
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The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Elana Roschy 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:53 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: Please Help Make the Future SJCC a Reality

Comment received to Council mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 

The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on page for City Hall and City 
service hours of opera on. 

 

From: Robin Medin <robinmedin@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:30 PM 
To: Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Please Help Make the Future SJCC a Reality 
 
 

Dear Mercer Island City Council, 

I’m writing to request that the Mercer Island City council places the Stroum Jewish 
Community Center’s request to rezone their large residential land parcels to 
Commercial Office on the docket, with prioritization for action in 2024. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer Island residents with programs for all 
ages and all are welcome. However, this building is old, is not ADA compliant, needs 
a working HVAC system and it features a swimming pool that is long past its useful 
use. 

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and sustainable redevelopment, yet the 
current residential zoning makes this nearly impossible. A rezone to Commercial 
Office property would significantly facilitate this remodel while honoring the 
neighborhood integrity and specific interests of the proximate neighbors. 

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a vital community asset. It would be a 
loss for the broad Mercer Island community to not support the modernization of this 
facility. 
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Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY, and will not have any impact on any 
other facility or institution on the Island. 

The time to support the future of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer 
Island is now. 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Robin Medin 
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Deb Estrada

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:53 PM
To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: FW: SJCC rezoning

Comment received to Council mailbox  
 
Andrea Larson 
City Clerk 
City of Mercer Island 
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov 
 
No ce: Emails and a achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW) 
The City of Mercer Island u lizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Informa on 
page for City Hall and City service hours of opera on. 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Stra ner Cindy <Cstra ner@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 4:44 PM 
To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org> 
Subject: SJCC rezoning 
 
Dear MI Planning commission and MI Council, 
 
I grew up going to the JCC for spor ng ac vi es, to learn how to swim, for arts classes, and Jewish Community events. 
All three of our grown children went to preschool at the JCC, and also did ac vi es like sports, swimming, ac ng classes, 
camps and Jewish Community events. 
Now our grandchildren use the facility for camps and ac vi es. 
 
I don’t see how the JCC s ll is considered residen al zoning when it has not been residen al in the 50? years that I have 
been going there. 
I believe that the JCC always tries to be a good neighbor and may be less obtrusive than many other Mercer Island 
residents. 
I think it is past  me to rezone the SJCC property to its commercial use. 
 
Thank you, 
Cindy Stra ner 
Issaquah, WA  98027 
425‐641‐8399  
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
HYBRID MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, October 25, 2023 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

At 6:01 PM, Chair Murphy opened the meeting. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Chair Michael Murphy, Vice Chair Adam Ragheb and Commissioners Angela Battazzo, Carolyn Boatsman, Chris Goelz, 
and Victor Raisys were present remotely. 

Commissioner Kate Akyuz’ request for an excused absence was acknowledged. 
 
Staff Remote Participation:  
Alison Van Gorp, Deputy Director 
Adam Zack, Senior Planner 
Deborah Estrada, Deputy City Clerk 
 
APPEARANCES 

Will Orndorff addressed the Commission and regarding the Mercer Island Country Club Docket Application that the 
Planning Commission will consider next month. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

 
1. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for September 27, 2023: 

A motion was made by Raisys; seconded by Boatsman to: 
Approve the September 27, 2023, minutes.  
Approved 6-0 

2. Comprehensive Plan Update - Economic Development Element (Third Draft) 
Adam Zack, Senior Planner, introduced the fourth draft.  
 
A motion was made by Boatsman; seconded by Goelz to: 
Adopt the Table 1 amendments except for Goal 7, Policy 7.6, and Policy 12.4 
Approved 6-0 
 
A motion was made by Battazzo; seconded by Raisys to: 
Reject the changes to Goal No. 7 
Approved 4-2 
 
A motion was made by Ragheb; seconded by Raisys to: 
Strike Policy No. 7.6 
Approved 6-0 
 
A motion was made by Battazzo; seconded by Raisys to: 
Accept edits to 7.1.F 
Approved 4-2 
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A motion was made by Goelz; seconded by Battazzo to: 
Reject the proposed amendments to Policy No. 7.3.  
Approved 5-1 
 
A motion was made by Ragheb; seconded by Raisys to: 
Remove “dedicated” from Policy No. 7.3.  
Approved 6-0 
 
A motion was made by Boatsman; seconded by Goelz to: 
Adopt Policy No. 7.7.  
Approved 4-2 
 
A motion was made by Boatsman; seconded by Goelz to: 
Delete Policy No. 10.5 
Approved 6-0 
 
A motion was made by Goelz; seconded by Boatsman to: 
Strike Policy No. 10.1 
Approved 6-0 
 
A motion was made by Battazzo; seconded by Ragheb to: 
Reject from Policy No. 12.4, “through a combination of regulations and incentives like parking credits” 
Approved 6-0 
 
A motion was made by Boatsman; seconded by Goelz to: 
Exclude from Policy No. 12.4, “Interpretation of the policies in this element should not lead to a 
reduction in parking.” 
Failed 3-3  
 
A motion was made by Battazzo; seconded by Boatsman to: 
Accept Staff Proposed Alternative to Policy No. 12.5 
Approved 6-0 
 
A motion was made by Boatsman; seconded by Battazzo to: 
Adopt phrase 4.2.D, “Be guided by relevant strategies in the Climate Action Plan to reduce the 
potential negative effects of climate change on doing business in the City and to attract businesses, 
workers and customers in a warming climate.” 
Approved 6-0 
 
A motion was made by Battazzo; seconded by Boatsman to: 
Strike new Policy No. 4.2,  
Approved 5-1 
 
A motion was made by Boatsman; seconded by Goelz to: 
Adopt New Policy No. 4.3.A  
Failed 4-2 
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A motion was made by Boatsman; seconded by Ragheb to: 
Adopt New Policy No. 4.3.B, “Develop a strategy to maintain tree canopy in Town Center that is 
compatible with redevelopment and infill development.” 
Failed 3-3  
 

Parking Lot Discussion: 
 
A motion was made by Battazzo; seconded by Raisys to:  
Strike both versions of Policy Nos. 6.3 and 6.6  
Approved 4-2 
 
A motion was made by Boatsman; seconded by Goelz to: 
Add Policy No. 6.6 stating, “Coordinate with the Housing Element to increase opportunities for 
employees to live and work in the community.” 
Approved 4-2 
 
A motion was made by Ragheb; seconded by Battazzo to: 
Strike Policy No. 6.4 
Approved 4-2 
 
A motion was made by Raisys; seconded by Boatsman to: 
Strike Policy No. 6.5 
Approved 6-0 
 
The Planning Commission completed its review of the Economic Development Element. Staff will 
incorporate all the changes and send it for final review to the Planning Commission. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

3. Deputy Director’s Report 
Deputy Director Alison Van Gorp discussed the following: 

• Upcoming meeting – November 15 Special Meeting on the Annual Docket 
• Annual Docket process development. 

 
4. Planned Absences for Future Meetings - None 

 

ADJOURNED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:58 pm 

 

________________________________ 
Deborah Estrada, MMC, Deputy City Clerk 
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To: Planning Commission 

From: Alison Van Gorp 

Date: November 15, 2023 

RE: 2024 Annual Docket 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The City provides an annual opportunity for the public to propose amendments to the Comprehensive Plan 
and development regulations. The proposed amendments are compiled, along with the City’s proposed 
amendments, on a docket.  The docket is preliminarily reviewed by the Planning Commission and City Council 
for a determination on which, if any, proposed amendments will be advanced for full review in the coming 
year.  Amendments selected by the City Council for the “final docket” are then put on the Community Planning 
and Development (CPD) work program, typically for the next calendar year or when time and resources permit. 
This memo outlines the process for reviewing proposed amendments 1-10 and 12-17. 

 
BACKGROUND 

Docket Process 
The Mercer Island City Code (MICC) describes the formal process for soliciting and reviewing docket 
proposals in section 19.15.230 MICC: 

“D. Docketing of Proposed Amendments. For purpose of this section, docketing refers to 
compiling and maintaining a list of suggested changes to the comprehensive plan in a 
manner that will ensure such suggested changes will be considered by the city and will be 
available for review by the public. The following process will be used to create the docket: 

1. Preliminary Docket Review. By September 1, the city will issue notice of the 
annual comprehensive plan amendment cycle for the following calendar year. The 
amendment request deadline is October 1. Proposed amendment requests received 
after October 1 will not be considered for the following year’s comprehensive plan 
amendment process but will be held for the next eligible comprehensive plan 
amendment process. 

a. The code official shall compile and maintain for public review a list of 
suggested amendments and identified deficiencies as received throughout 
the year. 

b. The code official shall review all complete and timely filed applications 
proposing amendments to the comprehensive plan or code and place 
these applications and suggestions on the preliminary docket along with 
other city-initiated amendments to the comprehensive plan or code. 

c. The planning commission shall review the preliminary docket at a public 
meeting and make a recommendation on the preliminary docket to the 
city council each year. 

d. The city council shall review the preliminary docket at a public meeting. 
By December 31, the city council shall establish the final docket based on 
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the criteria in subsection E of this section. Once approved, the final docket 
defines the work plan and resource needs for the following year’s 
comprehensive plan and code amendments.” 

Public notice of the opportunity to submit docket requests was provided in the permit bulletin and on the City 
website between August 7, 2023 and September 6, 2023, as well as on August 9 and September 6, 2023 in the 
Mercer Island Reporter.  Eight code amendment proposals were received from the public. One of these 
proposals (Proposed Amendment 11) was later withdrawn.  The City has also identified ten code amendments 
for consideration.  All seventeen active proposals are summarized in Attachment 1 and described below; the 
original submissions from community members are included in Attachments 2 and 3. 

Docketing Criteria 
The City Code prescribes that proposed comprehensive plan and development code amendments should 
only be recommended for the final docket if the amendment will meet the criteria in MICC 19.15.230(E): 

“E. Docketing Criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a 
proposed amendment is added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 

1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 

a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has 
directed, such a change; or 

b. All of the following criteria are met: 

i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately 
addressed through the comprehensive plan or the code; 

ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, 
necessary to review the proposal, or resources can be provided by 
an applicant for an amendment; 

iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are 
more appropriately addressed by an ongoing work program item 
approved by the city council; 

iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing 
specifically identified goals of the comprehensive plan or a new 
approach supporting the city’s vision; and 

v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome 
have not been considered by the city council in the last three 
years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 
proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances 
that justifies the need for the amendment.” 

Staff analysis of the docketing criteria for each proposed amendment is included in Attachment 3. 

CPD Work Plan 
The docketing criteria, shown above, include a requirement that the City “can provide resources, including 
staff and budget, necessary to review the proposal”.  As has been the case in the last several years, City staff 
capacity for legislative review is limited.  In addition, the existing CPD work plan already includes several 
major work items that will continue in 2024, summarized below.  Any work items added to the docket will 
need to be additive to the items already on the work plan.  
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1. Periodic Update of the Comprehensive Plan: work on the periodic update will continue through 
2024, including significant work on the Parks Zone and Housing Element (due for completion by 
December 2024). 

2. Legislatively Mandated Residential Amendments (HB 1110, HB 1337): the City must undertake 
several substantial code amendments to comply with recent housing-related legislation. The City 
will also undertake additional amendments related to the previously panned Residential 
Development Standards (RDS) code update. This work will begin as the periodic update of the 
Comprehensive Plan concludes in late 2024 and must be completed by June 30, 2025. 

The existing work plan items represent a significant amount of CPD staff time, as well as a significant 
portion of the available Planning Commission, City Council and community bandwidth.  Staff anticipate the 
periodic update of the Comprehensive Plan will require all of the time available at the Planning 
Commission’s monthly meetings through mid-2024 and will likely also require additional special meetings.  
The City Council will then begin their review, which will also require several meetings.  The Planning 
Commission will need to begin review of the legislatively mandated residential code amendments in the last 
quarter of 2024. 
 
As such, time available for review and consideration of additional docket items will be extremely limited.  
Each item added to the final docket typically requires at least three touches by the Planning Commission 
and two by the City Council, a process that usually takes 6 months or more to complete. Thus, if new items 
are added to the docket and CPD work plan for consideration in 2024, it is very likely that they would need 
to be carried over into 2025 or beyond.  Progress toward items proposed for the docket over the last three 
years is summarized in Attachment 5, which can help provide context in terms of the number of 
amendments that have been reviewed annually in recent years.  
 

 

ISSUE/DISCUSSION 

REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Commission will need to review each docket proposal and prepare a recommendation to the City 
Council on the docket proposals that should be included in the final docket. The Planning Commission should 
consider the criteria from MICC 19.15.230 (E), provided above, to determine whether to recommend adding a 
project to the final docket.  The decision here must be based on the docketing criteria – this is a decision on 
whether the proposal meets the criteria and can, therefore, be placed on the docket and advanced for future 
legislative review.  It is not a decision on the merits of the proposal.  Please carefully consider the workload for 
CPD staff and the Planning Commission related to the recommended items, especially in light of existing work 
plan items already planned for 2024 (discussed above). 

One of the proposed amendments, Proposed Amendment 18, is quasi-judicial in nature (i.e. it pertains to 
rezoning a property), and will need to be reviewed separately, utilizing special procedures as recommended 
by the City Attorney’s Office.  Thus, the review process will be bifurcated to enable Proposed Amendment 18 
to be reviewed first, followed by review of the remaining proposed amendments through the more typical 
process.  This staff memo is focused on the review of Proposed Amendments 1-10 and 11-17. 

The review of the proposed amendments will begin with the opportunity for the proponents of each of the 
reaming proposals to speak to their proposals (up to 3 minutes per proposal), followed by a staff presentation 
on the proposed amendments (up to 3 minutes each).  The Commission will then review each of the proposed 
amendments, considering the decision criteria and any public comments.  The Commission should make a 
motion and call a vote on each proposal, recommending whether to include it in the final docket. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

The proposed amendments are summarized in Attachment 1 and are also described below.  The amendment 
proposals submitted by community members are included in Attachments 2 and 3.  Attachment 4 provides an 

910

Item 3.



 

9611 SE 36th Street, Mercer Island, WA 98040  |  (206) 275‑7605  |  www.mercerisland.gov 

analysis of each proposed amendment in relation to the docketing criteria in MICC 19.15.230(E).  It provides an 
assessment of whether each criterion could be met by each of the proposed amendments.  That is to say, the 
matrix indicates whether the staff believe a case can be made that the criterion is met, and the Planning 
Commission will need to make a final determination on whether they find that the criterion has indeed been 
met.  Attachment 4 and the staff comments below also include a rough prioritization of the proposed 
amendments. These prioritization ratings are not intended to reflect on the quality or merits of the proposal.  
Rather, the ratings are intended to evaluate the importance of reviewing the proposed amendment in the 
coming year relative to the staff resources that are available to do this work.  In determining this prioritization, 
staff considered whether foregoing the amendment in 2024 would leave the city open to legal or financial risk, 
lost opportunities or other negative consequences.  Staff also considered whether there were any other 
compelling reasons that an amendment should be considered in the very near term. 
 

Proposed Amendment 1  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island/Daniel Thompson 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: Residential Development Standards (MICC 19.02.020(D)(2)(a) Gross 

Floor Area) 

Proposal Summary: This amendment would reduce ceiling height from 12 feet to 10 feet before it is counted 

as clerestory space at 150% of gross floor area (GFA). 

Staff Comments:  See attached application for more details.  The applicant submitted this proposal during the 

2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual Docket processes.  In 2022, the City Council directed staff to include 

consideration of this item in the Residential Development Standards (RDS) analysis. That work has been 

substantially delayed in response to recent action by the State Legislature to enact several pieces of legislation 

requiring amendments to the City’s residential development standards.  City Council directed staff to develop 

and submit a docket proposal to address this matter at its May 2023 Planning Session.   

Priority Level: Moderate priority. 
 

Proposed Amendment 2  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island/Daniel Thompson 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: Residential Development Standards (MICC 19.02.020(D)(2)(a) Gross 

Floor Area) 

Proposal Summary: This amendment would include exterior covered decks in the definition of GFA and 

include covered porches on the first level in the calculation of GFA. 

Staff Comments:  See attached application for more details.  The applicant submitted this proposal during the 

2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual Docket processes.  In 2022, the City Council directed staff to include 

consideration of this item in the Residential Development Standards (RDS) analysis. That work has been 

substantially delayed in response to recent action by the State Legislature to enact several pieces of legislation 

requiring amendments to the City’s residential development standards.  City Council directed staff to develop 

and submit a docket proposal to address this matter at its May 2023 Planning Session.   

Priority Level: Moderate priority.   

 

Proposed Amendment 3  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island/Daniel Thompson  
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Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: Residential Development Standards (MICC 19.02.040(D)(1) Garages and 

Carports) 

Proposal Summary: This amendment would either eliminate the ability to build garages and carports within 

10 feet of the property line of the front yard, or, alternatively, would eliminate this option for waterfront lots 

that have flipped their front and back yards per MICC 19.02.020(c)(2)(a)(iii). 

Staff Comments:  See attached application for more details.  The applicant submitted this proposal during the 

2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual Docket processes.  In 2022, the City Council directed staff to include 

consideration of this item in the Residential Development Standards (RDS) analysis. That work has been 

substantially delayed in response to recent action by the State Legislature to enact several pieces of legislation 

requiring amendments to the City’s residential development standards.  City Council directed staff to develop 

and submit a docket proposal to address this matter at its May 2023 Planning Session.   

Priority Level: Moderate priority.   

 

Proposed Amendment 4  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island/Daniel Thompson  

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: Residential Development Standards (MICC 19.02.020(D)(3)(b) Gross 

Floor Area Incentives for ADUs) 

Proposal Summary: This amendment would limit the GFA incentives for ADUs to lots 8,400 square feet or 

smaller. 

Staff Comments:  See attached application for more details.  The applicant submitted this proposal during the 

2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual Docket processes.  In 2022, the City Council directed staff to include 

consideration of this item in the Residential Development Standards (RDS) analysis. That work has been 

substantially delayed in response to recent action by the State Legislature to enact several pieces of legislation 

requiring amendments to the City’s residential development standards.  City Council directed staff to develop 

and submit a docket proposal to address this matter at its May 2023 Planning Session.   

Priority Level: Moderate priority.   

 

Proposed Amendment 5  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island/Daniel Thompson 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: Residential Development Standards (MICC 19.02.020(G)(2)(a) and (b) 

Parking Requirements) 

Proposal Summary: This amendment would reduce the threshold for requiring only 2 parking spaces (1 

covered and 1 uncovered) from 3,000 square feet to 2,000 square feet. 

Staff Comments:  See attached application for more details.  The applicant submitted this proposal during the 

2020, 2021 and 2022 Annual Docket processes.  In 2022, the City Council directed staff to include 

consideration of this item in the Residential Development Standards (RDS) analysis. That work has been 

substantially delayed in response to recent action by the State Legislature to enact several pieces of legislation 

requiring amendments to the City’s residential development standards.  City Council directed staff to develop 

and submit a docket proposal to address this matter at its May 2023 Planning Session.   

Priority Level: Moderate priority.   
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Proposed Amendment 6 

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: MICC 19.02.020(E)(2) Maximum Downhill Facade Height 

Proposal Summary: This item will amend standards related to the calculation of downhill façade height. 

Staff Comments: City Council directed staff to develop and submit a docket proposal to address this matter 

at its May 2023 Planning Session.   

The residential development standards currently contain two different standards regulating maximum 

allowed building height, one based on Average Building Elevation (ABE) and one based the height of a 

downhill building facade measured from the lower of existing or finished grade, to the top of the downhill 

facing wall facade supporting the roof framing, rafters, trusses, etc. The proposed amendment would clarify 

the measurement of the downhill facade height standard by allowing the height of a building on the downhill 

side of a sloping lot to be measured from the lower of existing or finished grade at the furthest downhill 

extent of the building to the highest point on the roof. 

Measuring downhill facade height from the lower of existing or finished grade to the top of the wall facade 

supporting the roof framing, rafters, trusses, etc. creates a lot of variability in determining where the wall 

facade supports the roof framing. This standard can be clearly applied to gable roofs, for example, where the 

top of the wall facade is clearly visible; however, staff have seen an increase in uncertainty regarding how to 

determine where the wall facade ends on proposed buildings with flat or shed roofs. Amending the 

maximum downhill facade height to be measured from the lower of existing or finished grade at the furthest 

downhill extent to the highest point of the roof allows for a clear enforcement of the maximum downhill 

facade height standard. The highest point of the roof is a generally clear point on elevation drawings, versus 

the top of the wall facade supporting the roof framing. 

Priority Level: Moderate Priority. Staff spend significant resources with applicants on building permits to 

determine downhill facade height, which increases the time the permit spends in permit review before 

issuance. Clarifying this standard will allow staff to issue building permits more efficiently.  

 

Proposed Amendment 7  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: MICC 19.11 Town Center Development and Design Standards, possibly 

other sections of the development code 

Proposal Summary: This proposal would add a “Government Services” use to the Town Center and provide 

necessary code changes in the form of standards and/or allowances for such including, but not limited to 

MICC 19.11.020 – Land Uses and 19.11.030 – Bulk Regulations.  Examples of code changes which may be 

considered for a “Government Services” use include requirements for ground floor street frontage uses as 

well as maximum building height.   

Staff Comments: City Council directed staff to develop and submit a docket proposal to address this matter 

related to maximum building height at its May 2023 Planning Session.  However, with evolving circumstances 
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regarding the current Mercer Island City Hall, it has become apparent the matter should be considered in a 

more wholistic manner.  Government services are already defined in MICC Chapter 19.16.  

Priority Level: High.  Mercer Island City Hall has been permanently closed due to asbestos contamination. 

The City is commencing the planning work to replace City Hall and would like to include Town Center as an 

one of the locations under consideration. Current Town Center code will limit this development potential.  

The City Council has also identified implementing an economic development program as a priority, and this 

code amendment supports that goal and aligns with other economic development activities focused on the 

Town Center.  Waiting to address this issue in the future could result in significant missed opportunities for 

further Town Center development for government facilities. 

 

Proposed Amendment 8  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section:  Amendments to Chapters 19.11, 19.12, 19.15, 19.16, 19.21 of the 

Mercer Island City Code (MICC)  

Proposal Summary: This item will amend the administrative code to implement new permit timelines and to 

correct errors and improve clarity and consistency.  Code sections pertaining to design standards and design 

review will be amended to implement clear and objective review standards.  Amendments to SEPA 

requirements will also be considered. 

Staff Comments: This item is responsive to the 2023 State legislative session. The City has until June 30, 2025 

to fully implement HB 1293 and SB 5290. City Council directed staff to develop and submit a docket proposal 

to address this matter at its May 2023 Planning Session.  

SB 5290 establishes permit review timelines, requires partial refunds of permitting fees if jurisdictions do not 

meet specified timelines and provides additional resources to local governments to be used on 

supplementing permit review staff and updating permitting systems. 

In July 2023, the Council adopted interim regulations, Ordinance No. 23C-10, to satisfy the 90-day 

implementation deadline for a small portion of the requirements in SB 5290.  With the fully implemented 

update required to be completed by June 30, 2025, the City must begin working on permanent regulations as 

well as additional code amendments to fully comply with SB 5290.   

HB 1293 aims to accelerate the permitting and design review process for development by requiring “only 

clear and objective design review standards,” which are defined as ascertainable standards that do not result 

in a reduction of density.  This legislation will require substantial amendments to the City’s design standards 

for the Town Center and other non-single-family development. 

SB 5412 was also adopted in 2023 and allows cities the option to categorically exempt certain proposed 

housing projects from State Environmental Policy Act (“SEPA”) review. Specifically, cities may categorically 

exempt residential development projects within incorporated Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) and middle 

housing projects within unincorporated UGAs from environmental review.  The City will consider whether to 

enact such categorical exemptions as a part of this docket item. 

Finally, as a part of this docket item additional work would also be done in the administrative code sections 

to correct errors as well as improve clarity and consistency. 
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Priority Level: High priority.  The City has until June 30, 2025 to fully implement HB 1293 and SB 5290.  

 

Proposed Amendment 9  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section:  Amendments to Chapters 19.01, 19.02, 19.03, 19.04, 19.05, 19.08, 

19.11, 19.12, 19.15, 19.16, Unified Land Development Appendices in the Mercer Island City Code. 

Proposal Summary: This item will amend code sections related to residential development, including 

amendments related to middle housing, accessory dwelling units (ADUs), conversion of existing commercial 

or mixed use spaces to residential use, and other changes resulting from the Residential Development 

Standards (RDS) analysis.  

Staff Comments: This item is responsive to the 2023 State legislative session. The City has until June 30, 2025 

to fully implement HB 1110, HB 1337 and HB 1042. City Council directed staff to develop and submit a docket 

proposal to address this matter at its May 2023 Planning Session.  

HB 1110 requires the City to allow two dwelling units per residential lot, unless the zone allows greater 

density.  Additionally, four units per lot must allowed within a quarter mile walking distance from the light 

rail station and on any residential lot provided one of the units is affordable housing.  Another feature of HB 

1110 is that within single-family zones, cities must allow six of the nine middle housing types defined in the 

bill, including: duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes, fiveplexes, sixplexes, townhouses, stacked flats, courtyard 

apartments, and cottage housing. The legislation also limits the ability to regulate design and parking 

requirements for middle housing. 

HB 1337 requires the city to amend the ADU code.  Notably, the City must allow two attached or detached 

ADUs per lot, the owner occupancy requirement must be removed, the maximum gross floor area for ADUs 

must be increased to 1,000 square feet among other requirements related to design and parking standards.  

In addition, the City may not prohibit the sale if ADUs as condominium units. 

HB 1042 requires the City to allow the conversion of existing commercial or mixed use space to residential 

uses.  It also limits the ability of the City to regulate nonconforming uses or structures when space is 

converted from commercial to residential.  HB 1042 specifically prohibits the City from denying such a 

conversion based on nonconformity to parking requirements. 

In addition to the code amendments needed to comply with the legislation summarized above, additional 

work would also be done to implement directed changes resulting from the Residential Development 

Standards (RDS) analysis.  

Priority Level: High priority.  The City has until June 30, 2025 to fully implement HB 1110, HB 1337 and HB 

1042.  

 

Proposed Amendment 10  

Proposed By: City of Mercer Island 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: Amendments to Chapters 19.02, 19.03, 19.04, 19.05, 19.06, 19.15 and 

19.16 in the Mercer Island City Code.  
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Proposal Summary: This amendment will add a code section regulating temporary uses and amend several 

code sections to allow temporary uses in zones throughout the city.  Existing provisions related to commerce 

on public property and right of way use would be repealed. 

Staff Comments: City Council directed staff to develop and submit a docket proposal to address this matter at 

its May 2023 Planning Session.   

Temporary uses could include many different activities, from outdoor dining adjacent to restaurants/cafes, to 

large tents for events like weddings or reunions, the farmer’s market, Summer Celebration vendor booths, 

Christmas tree sales, produce stands, food trucks or even garage sales. 

In 2020, the City adopted Ordinance 20C-17, which established temporary regulations for commerce on public 

property to allow for outdoor dining during the COVID-19 pandemic.  These temporary regulations have been 

renewed several times but will eventually expire.  Permanent amendments to regulations for outdoor dining, 

temporary uses, and commerce on public property are needed for outdoor dining to continue as an allowed 

use.  Additionally, many other temporary uses are not currently adequately addressed in the City code. 

The proposed amendment would benefit the public welfare by ensuring that temporary uses are regulated 

to allow socially beneficial temporary uses such as rummage sales for community organizations while placing 

parameters on other more intense temporary uses such as festivals.  Reasonable regulations for temporary 

uses that would allow low-impact uses and establish limits on larger-scale temporary uses would serve the 

public interest.  Many temporary uses are commonly allowed in cities and a blanket prohibition can be 

unnecessarily restrictive.  

Priority Level: Moderate priority.  The City Council has identified implementing an economic development 

program as a priority, and this code amendment supports that goal and aligns with efforts to support local 

business and community events.  Waiting to address this issue in the future could result in missed 

opportunities and negatively impact local businesses. 

 

Proposed Amendment 11  

[Proposal Withdrawn] 

 

Proposed Amendment 12  

Proposed By: Mathew Goldbach 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: MICC 19.15.240 Reclassification of Property (Rezones) 

Proposal Summary: This amendment will prohibit rezoning of single-family residential zoned property. 

Staff Comments:  This amendment seeks to constrain the City’s ability to rezone residential property. If 

docketed, Staff would recommend study on the appropriate method for achieving the goals of this proposal.  

Priority Level:  Low priority.  Given the existing commitments of staff time in the CPD work plan, if this 

proposal is docketed, it may need to be carried over to a future year for review.  

 

Proposed Amendment 13  

Proposed By: Mathew Goldbach 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: MICC 19.15.240 Reclassification of Property (Rezones) 
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Proposal Summary: This amendment will prohibit a non-residential structure/use from requesting or 

obtaining a rezone or reclassification of single-family residential zoned properties. 

Staff Comments: This proposed amendment seeks to constrain the City’s ability to rezone single-family 

residential properties with non-residential uses.  If docketed, Staff would recommend study on the 

appropriate method for achieving the goals of this proposal.. 

Priority Level:  Low priority.  Given the existing commitments of staff time in the CPD work plan, if this 

proposal is docketed, it may need to be carried over to a future year for review. 

 

Proposed Amendment 14  

Proposed By: Regan McClellan 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: MICC 19.02.020(E) Building Height Limit and 19.16.010 Definitions 

Proposal Summary: This amendment will add a provision related to the calculation of downhill building façade 

height to clarify that a building face can include multiple facades that should each be treated separately in 

determining maximum building height on the downhill side of a sloping lot. 

Staff Comments: This proposal addresses the same issue identified by the City in Proposed Amendment 6. 

Priority Level:  Low priority.  Given the existing commitments of staff time in the CPD work plan, if this 

proposal is docketed, it may need to be carried over to a future year for review. 

 

Proposed Amendment 15  

Proposed By: Mercer Island Country Club 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: MICC 19.06 and 19.15.030 

Proposal Summary: This amendment will add a new code section with provisions for temporary use or 

structure permits and designate these permits as a Type I land use review. 

Staff Comments:    This proposal touches on an issue also identified by the City as a part of Proposed 

Amendment 10 (i.e. the current code does not include temporary use provisions outside the Town Center).  

However, this proposal has a smaller scope and identifies specific code provisions related to the applicant’s 

needs. 

Priority Level:  Low priority.  This is a large project and will require considerable time for review.  Given the 

existing commitments of staff time in the CPD work plan, if this proposal is docketed, it may need to be carried 

over to a future year for review.  

 

Proposed Amendment 16  

Proposed By: Michael Murphy 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: MICC 19.07.180 Watercourses 

Proposal Summary: This amendment will reduce setbacks from piped watercourses and add a limited 

exception to piped watercourse setbacks for existing homes. 

Staff Comments:    The current provisions for setbacks from piped watercourses were adopted as a part of the 

Critical Areas Code Amendment in 2021 and are based on Best Available Science (BAS) as required by the 

Shoreline Management Act.  Considering an amendment to these provisions would require the City to conduct 
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a new/supplementary BAS review to determine if new research is available to support an amendment.  Since 

this would be an amendment of the critical areas code and shoreline master program, it would also require 

review by the Department of Ecology, which is a more lengthy review process than for standard code 

amendments.   

Priority Level:  Low priority.  This is a large project and will require considerable time for review.  Given the 

existing commitments of staff time in the CPD work plan, if this proposal is docketed, it may need to be carried 

over to a future year for review.  

 

Proposed Amendment 17  

Proposed By: Adam Ragheb 

Comprehensive Plan or Code Section: MICC 19.02.020(G)(2)(c) - Parking Requirements 

Proposal Summary: This amendment will require each non-single family residential dwelling unit outside town 

center with a GFA less than 3000 sq ft to provide 2 covered parking spaces sufficient in size to park a 

passenger automobile and charge it. 

Staff Comments:    Recent state legislation will require the City to amend the residential development 

standards in MICC 19.02 to allow middle housing types including duplexes, triplexes, townhomes, etc. by June 

30, 2025.  As a part of that required code amendment, the City is planning to undertake a thorough analysis of 

the residential development standards and will propose a comprehensive set of amendments intended to 

address existing issues and integrate these new housing types into the existing requirements.  This type of 

proposal can be most appropriately considered as a part of that comprehensive effort. 

Priority Level:  Low priority.  Given the existing commitments of staff time in the CPD work plan, if this 

proposal is docketed, it may need to be carried over to a future year for review. 

 
NEXT STEPS 

The City Council will review the Planning Commission and staff recommendations at the December 5, 2023 
meeting.  At that time the Council will set the final docket for 2024. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Summary of Docket Proposals 
2. Docket Applications related to Proposed Amendments 1-5 
3. Docket Applications related to Proposed Amendments 12-17 
4. Docketing Criteria Analysis 
5. Docket Progress Tracker 
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Docket Proposal Summary – October 2023 

Docket Proposal Summary 
 

 

Item 
No. 

Proposed By Potentially Affected Section, Goal 
or Policy  

Summary of Proposal 

1 City of Mercer Island/ 
Daniel Thompson  

MICC 19.02.020(D)(2)(a) Gross Floor 
Area 

This amendment would reduce ceiling height from 12 feet to 10 feet before it 
is counted as clerestory space at 150% of gross floor area (GFA). 

2 City of Mercer Island/ 
Daniel Thompson 

MICC 19.02.020(D)(2) and 
19.02.020(G)(2) 

This amendment would include exterior covered decks in the definition of GFA 
and include covered porches on the first level in the calculation of GFA. 

3 City of Mercer Island/ 
Daniel Thompson 

MICC 19.02.040(D)(1) Garages and 
Carports 

This amendment would either eliminate the ability to build garages and 
carports within 10 feet of the property line of the front yard, or, alternatively, 
eliminate this option for waterfront lots that have flipped their front and back 
yards per MICC 19.02.020(c)(2)(a)(iii). 

4 City of Mercer Island/ 
Daniel Thompson 

MICC 19.02.020(D)(3)(b) Gross Floor 
Area Incentives for ADUs 

This amendment would limit the GFA incentives for ADUs to lots 8,400 square 
feet or smaller. 

5 City of Mercer Island/ 
Daniel Thompson 

MICC 19.02.020(G)(2)(a) and (b) 
Parking Requirements 

This amendment would reduce the threshold for requiring only 2 parking 
spaces (1 covered and 1 uncovered) from 3,000 square feet to 2,000 square 
feet. 

6 City of Mercer Island MICC 19.02.020(E) Building Height 
Limit 

This item will amend standards related to the calculation of downhill façade 
height to clarify how the maximum building height is calculated on the 
downhill side of a sloping lot, regardless of roof style. 

7 City of Mercer Island MICC 19.11.030 Bulk Regulations, 
possibly other sections of the 
development code 

The Town Center code currently limits commercial/non-residential buildings to 
2 stories/27 feet in height.  This amendment would add a height standard or 
allowance for a “government services” use and for structures to be primarily 
used for such to build to the maximum allowable building height for the TC 
zone in which it is located. 

8 City of Mercer Island MICC 19.11, 19.12, 19.15, 19.16, 
19.21 

This item is responsive to the 2023 State legislative session, including SB 5290, 
HB 1293 and SB5412.  This item will amend the administrative code to 
implement new permit timelines and to correct errors and improve clarity and 
consistency.  Code sections pertaining to design standards and design review 
will be amended to implement clear and objective review standards.  
Amendments to SEPA requirements will also be considered. 
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9 City of Mercer Island MICC 19.01, 19.02, 19.03, 19.04, 
19.05, 19.08, 19.11, 19.12, 19.15, 
19.16, Unified Land Development 
Appendices 

This item is responsive to the 2023 State legislative session, including HB 1110, 
HB 1337 and HB 1042.  This item will amend code sections related to 
residential development, including amendments related to middle housing, 
accessory dwelling units (ADUs), conversion of existing commercial or mixed 
use spaces to residential use, and other changes resulting from the Residential 
Development Standards (RDS) analysis. 

10 City of Mercer Island MICC 19.02, 19.03, 19.04, 19.05, 
19.06, 19.15 and 19.16 

This amendment will add a code section regulating temporary uses on private 
property and in the right of way and amend several code sections to allow 
temporary uses in zones throughout the city.  Existing provisions related to 
commerce on public property and right of way use would be repealed. 

11 Charger Real Estate & 
Development Inc. 

MICC 19.15.150(C)(1) This amendment will align the City code with RCW 58.17.140.3 regarding the 
timing of final plat approval.  It will also provide an extension to the final plat 
approval timeline for preliminary plats that were impacted by the Pandemic. 

12 Mathew Goldbach MICC 19.15.240 Reclassification of 
Property (Rezones)  

This amendment will prohibit rezoning of single-family residential zoned 
property. 

13 Mathew Goldbach MICC 19.15.240 Reclassification of 
Property (Rezones) 

This amendment will prohibit a non-residential structure/use from requesting 
or obtaining a rezone or reclassification of single-family residential zoned 
properties. 

14 Regan McClellan  MICC 19.02.020(E) Building Height 
Limit and 19.16.010 Definitions 

This amendment will add a provision related to the calculation of downhill 
building façade height to clarify that a building face can include multiple 
facades that should each be treated separately in determining maximum 
building height on the downhill side of a sloping lot.  

15 Mercer Island 
Country Club 

MICC 19.06 and 19.15.030 This amendment will add a new code section with provisions for temporary 
use or structure permits and designate these permits as a Type I land use 
review. 

16 Michael Murphy MICC 19.07.180 Watercourses  This amendment will reduce setbacks from piped watercourses and add a 
limited exception to piped watercourse setbacks for existing homes. 

17 Adam Ragheb MICC 19.02.020(G)(2)(c) – Parking 
Requirements 

This amendment will require each residential dwelling unit outside town 
center with a GFA less than 3000 sq ft to provide 2 parking spaces sufficient in 
size to park a passenger automobile and charge it. 

18 Stroum Jewish 
Community Center 

Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map, 
Zoning Map 

These amendments will redesignate the SJCC’s property as Commercial Office 
on the Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map and the Zoning Map. 
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COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
9611 SE 36TH STREET | MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040 
PHONE: 206.275.7605 | www.mercerisland.gov/cpd  

 

2024 DOCKET REQUEST FORM 
 

APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS 
Docket requests are the first step in the process of amending the City’s Comprehensive Plan or development 
regulations. The Mercer Island City Code (MICC) describes the process for these amendments in MICC 
19.15.230-.260. The illustration below summarizes the annual docket process. 
 

 
 

Staff review all docket requests for timeliness and completeness and will use the information provided in 
the application form to present a request to the Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council. The 
Planning Commission will review the docket requests and make a recommendation to the City Council 
regarding which docket items to add to the final docket. 
 

The City Council has decision-making authority over all annual docket proposals. The City Council determines 
whether to add a proposal to the final docket. Items added to the final docket will be incorporated in the 
Community Planning and Development work plan for the upcoming year. Docket requests are evaluated 
based on alignment with the current City work plan, current policies, programmatic priorities, staff capacity, 
and budget to complete the legislative process for the request in the following year. The City Council will 
approve the final docket by December 31 each year. Items placed on the final docket will be scheduled for 
legislative review by the Planning Commission and City Council in the following year. 

 
  

•Completeness Review
•Recommendation to 

Planning Commission

Staff Review

•Hold public meeting and 
gather comments

•Recommendations to City 
Council

Planning 
Commission Review •Consider staff and 

Planning Commission 
recommendations

•Decide which proposals 
to add to the CPD work 
plan 

City Council 
Decision
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DOCKET REQUEST FORM
The following information is required. Failure to complete this form may result in the application being 
incomplete. Incomplete applications will not be considered during the annual docket process. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Email: 

AGENT/CONSULTANT/ATTORNEY 
Complete this section if the primary contact is different from the applicant. 
Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Email: 

REQUEST INFORMATION 
Important: A separate Docket Request Form must be completed for each docket item requested. 

Is this request related to a specific property or zone? Yes  ☐ No  ☐
If yes, please complete the following information: 
Property Owner Name: 
Address: 
County Assessor’s Parcel No.: 
Parcel Size (sq. ft.): 

If the application is submitted by an agent/consultant/attorney, please attach a signed letter of consent 
from all owners of the affected property demonstrating that that the application is submitted with consent. 
Is this request for a Comprehensive Plan amendment or a development code amendment? 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment   ☐ Development code Amendment   ☐
 

Is this submission a suggestion for a Comprehensive Plan or Development Code amendment, or is this an 
application for a specific amendment? (Check one box below.)  
Note: Applications are subject to applicable permit fees. 
Suggestion   ☐ Application   ☐

Regan McClellan AIA
3309 Wallingford Ave N
206-728-0480
regan@mccarch.com
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DOCKET REQUEST NARRATIVE – REQUIRED FOR ALL APPLICATIONS 
Please attach a separate narrative responding to all five (5) questions outlined below. Attach additional 
sheets, supporting maps, or graphics as necessary. Answer each question separately and reference the 
question number in your answer.  
The application will be considered incomplete without a narrative answering all five questions. 
1. Please provide a detailed description of the proposed amendment and a clear statement of what the 

proposed amendment is intended to accomplish. 
 a. Indicate the specific Comprehensive Plan Elements, maps, goals or policies or the specific sections 

of the development code you propose to amend. 
 b. If the proposal would amend existing Comprehensive Plan or development code text, please 

provide the proposal in underline/strikeout format with text to be added indicated by underlining 
and text to be deleted indicated with strikeouts. 

 c. If a map amendment is proposed, please provide a map that clearly outlines the areas proposed 
to be changed. 

2. How does the proposal benefit the community or the environment? 

3. Explain how the request relates to the applicable decision criteria (MICC 19.15.250(D) for code 
amendments, and MICC 19.15.230(F) for Comprehensive Plan amendments, see below). 

4. For Comprehensive plan amendments: Is the proposal consistent the Growth Management Act and 
King County Countywide Planning Policies? 

5. For development code amendments: How does the proposal align with the goals of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan? 

Please sign and date below acknowledging application requirements. 
 
 
Signature: 

 
 
Date: 

 

 

THIS AREA LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
 

Please attach a separate narrative 
responding to the above questions. 

 
 
 

Digitally signed by Regan McClellan
DN: CN=Regan McClellan, E=regan@mccarch.com
Reason: I am approving this document
Location: seattle
Date: 2023.09.25 14:03:37-07'00'
Foxit PDF Editor Version: 12.1.3

Regan McClellan 9/25/2023
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DOCKETING CRITERIA 
MICC 19.15.230(E) Docketing criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a proposed 
amendment is added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 
1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 
 a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has directed, such a change; 

or 
 b. All of the following criteria are met: 
  i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately addressed through the 

comprehensive plan or the code; 
  ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to review the 

proposal, or resources can be provided by an applicant for an amendment; 
  iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are more appropriately addressed 

by an ongoing work program item approved by the city council; 
  iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals of the 

comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city's vision; and 
  v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome have not been considered by 

the city council in the last three years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 
proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances that justifies the need for 
the amendment. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DECISION CRITERIA 
MICC 19.15.230(F) Decision criteria. Decisions to amend the comprehensive plan shall be based on the 
criteria specified below. An applicant for a comprehensive plan amendment proposal shall have the burden 
of demonstrating that the proposed amendment complies with the applicable regulations and decision 
criteria. 
1. The amendment is consistent with the Growth Management Act, the countywide planning policies, and 

the other provisions of the comprehensive plan and city policies; and: 
 a. There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the comprehensive plan; or 
 b. The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as a whole. 

2. If the amendment is directed at a specific property, the following additional findings shall be 
determined: 

 a. The amendment is compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern; 
 b. The property is suitable for development in conformance with the standards under the potential 

zoning; and 
 c. The amendment will benefit the community as a whole and will not adversely affect community 

facilities or the public health, safety, and general welfare. 

DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENT DECISION CRITERIA 
MICC 19.15.250(D) Criteria. The city may approve or approve with modifications a proposal to amend this 
Code only if: 
1. The amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan; and 
2. The amendment bears a substantial relation to the public health, safety, or welfare; and 
3. The amendment is in the best interest of the community as a whole. 
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 Docket Request Narrative 

 1.  The proposed amendment is to clarify the residential height limit standard for homes on sloped 
 lots by clarifying the definition of the term “Façade” consistent with historical practice. The term 
 Façade  should acknowledge, consistent with historical  practice, that a building face can be 
 articulated/divided into multiple  façades  and those  façades  each have their own relationship to 
 grade. The relevant Code sections with the proposed amendment are as follows: 

 MICC 19.16.010 -  Definitions 
 Façade  :  Any exterior wall of a structure, including  projections from and 
 attachments to the wall. Projections and attachments include balconies, decks, 
 porches, chimneys, unenclosed corridors and similar projections. 

 MICC 19.02.020.E  Building Height Limit 
 1.  Maximum building height  . No building shall exceed  30 feet in height 

 above the  average building elevation to the highest  point of the 
 roof  . (emphasis added) 

 2.  Maximum building height on downhill building façade  .  The maximum 
 building  façade  height on the downhill side of a sloping  lot shall not 
 exceed 30 feet in height. The building  façade  height  shall be measured 
 from the existing grade or finished grade, whichever is lower, at the 
 furthest downhill extent of the proposed building, to the top of the 
 exterior wall facade supporting the roof framing, rafters, trusses, etc.  A 
 building face can be articulated/divided into multiple  façades.  Those 
 façades  each have their own relationship to grade, and shall be treated 
 as separate walls for determining maximum building  façade  height on 
 the downhill side of a sloping lot. 

 . . . . 

 4. The formula for calculating average building elevation is as follows: 
 Formula: Average Building Elevation = (Weighted Sum of the Mid-point 
 Elevations) ÷ (Total Length of Wall Segments) 

 Where: Weighted Sum of the Mid-point Elevations = The sum of: 
 ((Mid-point Elevation of Each Individual Wall Segment) × (Length of Each 
 Individual Wall Segment)) 

 For example for a house with ten wall segments: 

  (A×a) + (B×b) + (C×c) + (D×d) + (E×e) + (F×f) + (G×g) + (H×h) + (I×i) + 
 (J×j) 

  a + b + c + d + e + f + g + h + i + j 

 1 
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 Where: A, B, C, D… = The existing or finished ground elevation, whichever 
 is lower, at midpoint of wall segment. 

 And:  a, b, c, d… = The length of wall segment measured on outside of 
 wall. 

 2.  The “Downhill Building Façade” standard was adopted in 2017. Ord. 17C-15 § 1 (Att. A). Since 
 2017, the standard has been interpreted to allow a significant break in the plane of the façade 
 to create two or more façades. This allowed the architect to reduce the apparent scale and size 
 of the downhill façade and comply with the code. This is interpretation in March of 2021 by 
 Lauren Anderson, Planner: 

 The code states that it is the furthest downhill wall façade that is limited to a 
 maximum of 30 feet. Thank you for providing the helpful diagram attached. From 
 looking at your diagram, the furthest downhill wall façade would be the basement 
 only since the main and upper level are setback and are structurally separate walls. 
 However, if the main and upper floor weren’t setback and were structurally one wall, 
 then the maximum downhill height would be measured to the upper floor. 

 Appendix A:  Mercer Island Planner Email; email and diagram that was referenced above. 

 The historical interpretation is consistent with the definition of façade in Section 19.16.010, 
 above. That definition refers to “  Any  exterior wall  of a structure,” thus recognizing the ability to 
 allow a break in the plane to create two or more façades. 

 Significantly, the historical interpretation allows the ABE height limit in subsection E.4 to 
 coexist with E.2. If the façade is interpreted as the aggregate of all the faces of the downhill 
 slope side, then it obviates the ABE height limit. There is no condition in which the downhill 
 slope definition would not determine height limit. The obvious intent of the ABE is to allow for 
 the variations of grade that can be found on most building lots on Mercer Island. 

 This proposal benefits the community of property owners on Mercer Island in allowing 
 reasonable development of sloped lots. The vast majority of high value properties on Mercer 
 Island are located on a considerable slope, i.e. and property waterward of North, West, or East 
 Mercer Way. This proposed amendment would ensure, consistent with historical practice, that 
 a 3-story home is allowed on sloped lots. The current interpretation makes it extremely difficult 
 to provide a 3-story home with reasonable ceiling heights. This is a hardship not borne by a 
 property owner on a mostly flat lot. 

 Unfortunately, the Interim DPD Director recently reversed the established interpretation and 
 eliminated the concept that the facade can be articulated to reduce the apparent size. As 
 explained above, if the façade includes the aggregate of all the faces of the downhill slope, 
 reasonable development of sloped lots becomes much more difficult.  This is coming at a time 
 when we are being more than encouraged to create more housing to help meet a nationwide 
 housing shortage and help mitigate the meteoric rise in housing costs. As noted above, not 

 2 
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 maintaining the historical interpretation obviates the ABE height limit. This would render the 
 ABE provisions meaningless, which is not proper. 

 3.  This request is appropriate to the Docket Process as a Code Amendment. 
 4.  The request meets the criteria of MICC 19.15.250(D): 

 a)  Presents a matter appropriately addressed through the code. 
 b)  The scope of the request can be easily provided by the city. 
 c)  This does not raise land issues more appropriately addressed by any ongoing item 

 by the city council. 
 d)  This will serve the public’s interest, i.e. and landowner interested in developing 

 their residential property and ensuring that sloped lots that are otherwise 
 developable can in fact be reasonably developed. 

 e)  This has not been considered by the city council 
 4.  This proposal does not seek to amend the Comprehensive Plan. 
 5.  The proposal aligns with the goals of the City’s Comprehensive Plan in providing 

 reasonable development of residential property while maintaining aesthetic goals. 

 3 
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Chris Tellone <chris@mccarch.com>

Fwd: 4045 W Mercer Way - Max Building Height
Joey Pasquinelli <joey@mccarch.com> Wed, Feb 22, 2023 at 10:27 AM
To: Chris Tellone <chris@mccarch.com>

See below

Joey Pasquinelli, RA
joey@mccarch.com
McClellan Architects
3309 Wallingford Avenue North
Seattle WA,  98103

Ph: 206-728-0480
www.mccarch.com

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Lauren Anderson <Lauren.Anderson@mercergov.org>
Date: Wed, Mar 24, 2021 at 1:24 PM
Subject: RE: 4045 W Mercer Way - Max Building Height
To: Joey Pasquinelli <joey@mccarch.com>
Cc: Regan McClellan <regan@mccarch.com>, LandUse Planning <landuse.planning@mercergov.org>

Joey,

 

The code states that it is the furthest downhill wall façade that is limited to a maximum of 30 feet. Thank you for providing
the helpful diagram attached. From looking at your diagram, the furthest downhill wall façade would be the basement only
since the main and upper level are setback and are structurally separate walls. However, if the main and upper floor
weren’t setback and were structurally one wall, then the maximum downhill height would be measured to the upper floor.

 

Sincerely,

 

Lauren Anderson
Planner
City of Mercer Island - Community Planning & Development 
206.275.7704 | mercerisland.gov/cpd

 

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, Community Planning and Development has modified our operations. City Hall and the
Permit Center are closed to the public.  There is no “walk in” permit service; staff are working remotely and services are
being continued via remote operations.  More information is available on the City’s website: mercerisland.gov/cpd.  
Please contact us by phone for general customer support at  206-275-7626.

 

No�ce: Emails and a�achments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW).

[Quoted text hidden]
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COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
9611 SE 36TH STREET | MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040 
PHONE: 206.275.7605 | www.mercerisland.gov/cpd  

 

2024 DOCKET REQUEST FORM 
 

APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS 
Docket requests are the first step in the process of amending the City’s Comprehensive Plan or development 
regulations. The Mercer Island City Code (MICC) describes the process for these amendments in MICC 
19.15.230-.260. The illustration below summarizes the annual docket process. 
 

 
 

Staff review all docket requests for timeliness and completeness and will use the information provided in 
the application form to present a request to the Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council. The 
Planning Commission will review the docket requests and make a recommendation to the City Council 
regarding which docket items to add to the final docket. 
 

The City Council has decision-making authority over all annual docket proposals. The City Council determines 
whether to add a proposal to the final docket. Items added to the final docket will be incorporated in the 
Community Planning and Development work plan for the upcoming year. Docket requests are evaluated 
based on alignment with the current City work plan, current policies, programmatic priorities, staff capacity, 
and budget to complete the legislative process for the request in the following year. The City Council will 
approve the final docket by December 31 each year. Items placed on the final docket will be scheduled for 
legislative review by the Planning Commission and City Council in the following year. 

 
  

•Completeness Review
•Recommendation to 

Planning Commission

Staff Review

•Hold public meeting and 
gather comments

•Recommendations to City 
Council

Planning 
Commission Review •Consider staff and 

Planning Commission 
recommendations

•Decide which proposals 
to add to the CPD work 
plan 

City Council 
Decision

DocuSign Envelope ID: 45103A66-7AEF-469C-8141-8AAA974A9D4B
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DOCKET REQUEST FORM
The following information is required. Failure to complete this form may result in the application being 
incomplete. Incomplete applications will not be considered during the annual docket process. 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Email: 

AGENT/CONSULTANT/ATTORNEY 
Complete this section if the primary contact is different from the applicant. 
Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Email: 

REQUEST INFORMATION 
Important: A separate Docket Request Form must be completed for each docket item requested. 

Is this request related to a specific property or zone? Yes  ☐ No  ☐

If yes, please complete the following information: 
Property Owner Name: 
Address: 
County Assessor’s Parcel No.: 
Parcel Size (sq. ft.): 

If the application is submitted by an agent/consultant/attorney, please attach a signed letter of consent 
from all owners of the affected property demonstrating that that the application is submitted with consent. 
Is this request for a Comprehensive Plan amendment or a development code amendment? 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment   ☐ Development code Amendment   ☐
 

Is this submission a suggestion for a Comprehensive Plan or Development Code amendment, or is this an 
application for a specific amendment? (Check one box below.)  
Note: Applications are subject to applicable permit fees. 
Suggestion   ☐ Application   ☐

Mercer Island Country Club

8700 S.E. 71st Street, Mercer Island, WA 98040

(206)232-5600

Abigail Pearl DeWeese and Rachel Mazur (Hillis, Clark, Martin & Peterson P.S.)

999 3rd Avenue, Suite 4600, Seattle, WA 98104

(206)470-7651

Mercer Island Country Club

8700 SE 71st Street, Mercer Island, WA 98040

545110-0575

242,480 sq. ft.

dpnordale@gmail.com

abigail.deweese@hcmp.com; rachel.mazur@hcmp.com

✔

✔

✔

dpnordale@gmail.com
(206)232-5600

8700 S.E. 71st Street, Mercer Island, WA 98040

Mercer Island Country Club

Abigail Pearl DeWeese and Rachel Mazur (Hillis, Clark, Martin & Peterson P.S.)

999 3rd Avenue, Suite 4600, Seattle, WA 98104

(206)470-7651

abigail.deweese@hcmp.com; rachel.mazur@hcmp.com

Mercer Island Country Club

8700 SE 71st Street, Mercer Island, WA 98040

545110-0575

242,480 sq. ft.

✔

✔

✔

DocuSign Envelope ID: 45103A66-7AEF-469C-8141-8AAA974A9D4B
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DOCKET REQUEST NARRATIVE – REQUIRED FOR ALL APPLICATIONS 
Please attach a separate narrative responding to all five (5) questions outlined below. Attach additional 
sheets, supporting maps, or graphics as necessary. Answer each question separately and reference the 
question number in your answer.  
The application will be considered incomplete without a narrative answering all five questions. 
1. Please provide a detailed description of the proposed amendment and a clear statement of what the 

proposed amendment is intended to accomplish. 
 a. Indicate the specific Comprehensive Plan Elements, maps, goals or policies or the specific sections 

of the development code you propose to amend. 
 b. If the proposal would amend existing Comprehensive Plan or development code text, please 

provide the proposal in underline/strikeout format with text to be added indicated by underlining 
and text to be deleted indicated with strikeouts. 

 c. If a map amendment is proposed, please provide a map that clearly outlines the areas proposed 
to be changed. 

2. How does the proposal benefit the community or the environment? 

3. Explain how the request relates to the applicable decision criteria (MICC 19.15.250(D) for code 
amendments, and MICC 19.15.230(F) for Comprehensive Plan amendments, see below). 

4. For Comprehensive plan amendments: Is the proposal consistent the Growth Management Act and 
King County Countywide Planning Policies? 

5. For development code amendments: How does the proposal align with the goals of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan? 

Please sign and date below acknowledging application requirements. 
 
 
Signature: 

 
 
Date: 

 

 

THIS AREA LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK 
 

Please attach a separate narrative 
responding to the above questions. 

 
 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 45103A66-7AEF-469C-8141-8AAA974A9D4B

9/27/2023
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DOCKETING CRITERIA 
MICC 19.15.230(E) Docketing criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a proposed 
amendment is added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 
1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 
 a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has directed, such a change; 

or 
 b. All of the following criteria are met: 
  i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately addressed through the 

comprehensive plan or the code; 
  ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to review the 

proposal, or resources can be provided by an applicant for an amendment; 
  iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are more appropriately addressed 

by an ongoing work program item approved by the city council; 
  iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals of the 

comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city's vision; and 
  v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome have not been considered by 

the city council in the last three years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 
proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances that justifies the need for 
the amendment. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DECISION CRITERIA 
MICC 19.15.230(F) Decision criteria. Decisions to amend the comprehensive plan shall be based on the 
criteria specified below. An applicant for a comprehensive plan amendment proposal shall have the burden 
of demonstrating that the proposed amendment complies with the applicable regulations and decision 
criteria. 
1. The amendment is consistent with the Growth Management Act, the countywide planning policies, and 

the other provisions of the comprehensive plan and city policies; and: 
 a. There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the comprehensive plan; or 
 b. The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as a whole. 

2. If the amendment is directed at a specific property, the following additional findings shall be 
determined: 

 a. The amendment is compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern; 
 b. The property is suitable for development in conformance with the standards under the potential 

zoning; and 
 c. The amendment will benefit the community as a whole and will not adversely affect community 

facilities or the public health, safety, and general welfare. 

DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENT DECISION CRITERIA 
MICC 19.15.250(D) Criteria. The city may approve or approve with modifications a proposal to amend this 
Code only if: 
1. The amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan; and 
2. The amendment bears a substantial relation to the public health, safety, or welfare; and 
3. The amendment is in the best interest of the community as a whole. 

 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 45103A66-7AEF-469C-8141-8AAA974A9D4B
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Mercer Island Country Club 

Docket Request Narrative 

September 28, 2023 

1. Please provide a detailed description of the proposed amendment and a clear statement of what 
the proposed amendment is intended to accomplish. 

Applicant Introduction 

The Mercer Island Country Club (the “Club”) is a member-owned non-profit organization that operates a 
tennis, swim, and fitness facility at 8700 SE 71st Street.  

Envisioned back in the early-1960’s, the original club facilities completed in 1967 consisted of a 
swimming pool and eight outdoor tennis courts. It has since grown incrementally to an approximately 
72,000 square foot facility, housing 7 indoor tennis courts, a seasonally covered pool, a 6,000 square 
foot fitness facility, accompanying locker rooms, and social spaces.  

The Club is run by a volunteer Board of Trustees comprised entirely of member-owners. The 
overwhelming majority of the current 861 member families, representing more than 3,200 individuals, 
are Mercer Island residents, and the Board is tasked to keep costs, and by extension dues and fees, 
controlled to promote membership accessibility to as many Islanders and their families as possible. 

The Club is a cherished community, recreational, and gathering space within a residential setting. The 
Club pre-dates the Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) process and most versions of the Mercer Island 
development code, yet, since inception, it has existed within single family residential zoning, in harmony 
with neighbors, while receiving entitlements for reasonable changes to adapt to changing member 
needs. The Club is grateful for collaboration between Club members, city staff, City Council, Planning 
Commissioners, Design Commissioners, neighbors, and the broader community over the past six 
decades. 

Proposed Amendment Introduction 

In order to better serve its members, and in particular the demand for youth participation in junior 
tennis programs, the Club proposes to cover its four northern, outdoor tennis courts seasonally with an 
air-supported temporary structure (colloquially, a “bubble”). This will add an additional four USTA 
conforming courts to the community during the rainy season. These four tennis courts were covered 
with an air-supported structure years ago, and the Club would like to return to that historic precedent. 
The temporary seasonal structure will house the Club’s junior tennis training program, which makes 
available exercise and sporting opportunities to Mercer Island youth, almost equally split between girls 
and boys. The Club’s youth program has served approximately 2,000 youth over the last decade and, if 
allowed the covered court space in question, is poised to serve even more in the coming decade. Please 
note that there is no membership expansion proposed as part of this project; rather, the Club seeks to 
increase the use of the courts during the winter months to better serve its existing members and its 

junior tennis training program in particular.  
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The Club is in a R 9.6 residential zone, which unfortunately sets development standards for residential 
uses and does not set separate standards for private clubs and other kinds of neighborhood institutions 
that are unlike single family homes but exist in residential zones. Because of its location and history, the 
Club is already nonconforming to several development standards, including height, gross floor area, and 
setbacks. The proposed temporary seasonal structure would increase these nonconformities and 
conflict with other standards. 

The Club has discussed the proposal with City staff for several years, and they have instructed the only 
way to construct the structure within the limits of the current Mercer Island City Code (“MICC”) in light 
of these conflicts is to seek three different variance approvals from the City’s Hearing Examiner. Staff 
have advised they will recommend the Hearing Examiner to rule against approval of the variances 
because they would not be for a residential use. Although it is still possible to seek approval of the 
variances, a more straightforward solution is to change the Code to allow temporary structures 
through a long-term temporary use or structure permit as outlined in this Docket Request. Therefore, 
the proposed amendment is intended to allow the temporary seasonal structure over the Club’s four 
northern tennis courts and avoid the need for any variance approvals. This proposal would support 
recreational opportunities for Islander youth.  

a. Indicate the specific Comprehensive Plan Elements, maps, goals or policies or the specific 
sections of the development code you propose to amend. 

The Club’s proposal would amend MICC Chapter 19.06 to create a new section 19.06.130 - 
“Temporary Use or Structure Permits.” The proposal would also amend MICC 19.15.030 
Table A to conform to the new section. 

b. If the proposal would amend existing Comprehensive Plan or development code text, 
please provide the proposal in underline/strikeout format with text to be added indicated 
by underlining and texts to be deleted indicated with strikeouts. 

The proposal would amend MICC Chapter 19.06 to create a new Section 19.06.130 which 
would read as follows: 

19.06.130 – Temporary Use or Structure Permits 

A. Scope. This Section 19.06.130 establishes the procedure and criteria that the city will 
use in deciding upon an application for a Temporary Use or Structure Permit. 

B. Applicability. This Section applies to each application for a Temporary Use or Structure 
Permit located on private property. 

C. Purpose. A Temporary Use or Structure Permit is a mechanism by which the city may 
permit a use or structure to locate within the city on an interim basis without requiring 
full compliance with the development standards of the zoning district or by which the 
city may permit seasonal or transient uses or structures not otherwise permitted. 

D. Applicable procedure. 

1. The director of Community Planning and Development ("director") shall, in 
consultation with the Public Works Department, the Fire Department, and the 
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Police Department as appropriate, review and decide upon each application for a 
Temporary Use or Structure Permit as a Type I decision. 

2. The Temporary Use or Structure Permit decision may be appealed pursuant to 
MICC 19.15.130. 

E. Who may apply. The property owner may apply for a Temporary Use or Structure Permit 
on private property.  

F. Decision criteria. The director may approve or modify and approve an application for a 
Temporary Use or Structure Permit if: 

1. The temporary use or structure will not be materially detrimental to the public 
health, safety, or welfare, nor injurious to property or improvements in the 
immediate vicinity of the temporary use or structure; and 

2. The temporary use or structure is not incompatible in intensity and appearance with 
existing land uses in the immediate vicinity of the temporary use or structure; and 

3. Adequate parking is provided to serve the temporary use or structure, or if the 
permit is for a temporary structure serving existing uses, parking is already provided 
onsite; and 

4. Hours of operation of the temporary use or structure are specified; and 

5. The temporary use or structure will not cause noise, light, or glare which adversely 
impacts surrounding uses. 

G. Time limitation. A Temporary Use or Structure Permit is valid for up to 8 months from 
the effective date of the permit. The director may establish a shorter time frame. For 
temporary structures intended for use on an annual basis to serve athletic pursuits in 
locations where seasonal athletic facility temporary structures previously existed, the 
director’s approval may allow the temporary use or structure annually for up to 8 
months per year for a term of 20 years.  

H. Removal or abatement of temporary use. 

1. The director shall establish, as a condition of each Temporary Use or Structure 
Permit, a time within which the use or structure and all physical evidence of the use 
or structure must be removed. 

2. If the applicant has not removed the use as required by the Temporary Use or 
Structure Permit, the city may abate the use or structure as provided in this 
subsection. Prior to the approval of a Temporary Use or Structure Permit, the 
applicant shall submit to the director an irrevocable, signed statement granting the 
city permission to summarily abate the temporary use, and all physical evidence of 
that use if it has not been removed as required by the terms of the Permit. The 
statement shall also indicate that the applicant will reimburse the city for any 
expenses incurred in abating a temporary use. 
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_______________________________________ 

The proposal would also include a conformance amendment to MICC 19.15.030, Table A to 
include the text below under the “Type I” column: 

● Temporary use or structure permit 

c. If a map amendment is proposed, please provide a map that clearly outlines the areas 
proposed to be changed. 

No map amendment is proposed.  

2. How does the proposal benefit the community or the environment? 

As a threshold matter, the Club’s proposed Code Amendment bears a substantial relation to the public 
health, safety, or welfare (MICC CRITERIA 19.15.250(D)(2)). 

The Code Amendment empowers installation of a seasonal structure on the Mercer Island Country Club 
property. This increases access to and the utility of existing tennis courts in fall, winter, and early spring 
months with inclement weather and positively impacts public health, safety, and welfare.  

Specifically, the Code Amendment supports public health, safety, and welfare by providing increased 
opportunities for physical activity on the Island during the rainy season. The average temperatures on 
Mercer Island between November and March range between 38.8 degrees and 43.8 degrees Fahrenheit. 
This time of year is also the rainiest, with 11-13 rainy days per month from November through March. 
The temporary seasonal structure will facilitate tennis during these months, in accordance with the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services health guidelines that “[r]egular physical activity is one of the 
most important things people can do to improve their health.”   

The Code Amendment is in the best interest of the community as a whole (MICC CRITERIA 
19.15.250(D)(3)). 

The Code Amendment is in the best interests of the community. The Code Amendment will allow 
Mercer Island Country Club to operate its tennis court facilities more efficiently during the winter 
months. The summer program supports nearly 300 more kids than the current rainy-season program. 
Installing a bubble over half of the eight outdoor tennis courts will allow year-round play for more 
Mercer Island youth. At present, junior members of the Club are not afforded the same opportunities 
due to the seasonal limitations of outdoor courts. The Club does not have capacity to support weekend 
junior team practices, meet private and group lesson demand for juniors, nor host a USTA junior 
tournament. Allowing greater access to tennis during the winter months for our youth is in the best 
interest of the entire Mercer Island community—physical exercise and developing social skills like 
teamwork, collaboration, and sportsmanship are important now, perhaps more than ever, as we 
continue to emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic. The seasonal covering of these courts will also 
increase fall and winter access to pickleball courts to meet the demand for the fastest growing sport in 
the US. 

3. Explain how the request relates to the applicable decision criteria (MICC 19.15.250(D) for code 
amendments, and MICC 19.15.230(F) for Comprehensive Plan amendments). 
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Under MICC 19.15.250(D), the city may approve or approve with modifications a proposal to amend the 
Code only if: 

1. “The amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan; and” 

Please see Question #5 of this Docket Request Narrative for explanation of comprehensive plan 
consistency.  

2. “The amendment bears a substantial relation to the public health, safety, or welfare; and” 

Please see Question #2 of this Docket Request Narrative for explanation of the relationship to 
public health, safety, and welfare. 

3. “The amendment is in the best interest of the community as a whole.” 

Please see Question #2 of this Docket Request Narrative for explanation of how this amendment 
would serve the interests of the community. 

4. For Comprehensive Plan amendments: Is the proposal consistent with the Growth Management 
Act and King County Countrywide Planning Policies? 

Not applicable. This proposal does not involve a Comprehensive Plan amendment.  

5. For development code amendments: How does the proposal align with the goals of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan? 

Mercer Island’s Comprehensive Plan reflects its intrinsic values. The Code Amendment is directly 
consistent with several specific Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies.  

The Code Amendment squarely aligns with one of the stated goals listed in the Comprehensive Plan’s 
Land Use Element. Goal 17.4 states:  

“Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are predominantly 
located in single family residential areas of the Island. Development regulation should 
reflect the desire to retain viable and healthy social, recreational, educational, and 
religious organizations as community assets which are essential for the mental, 
physical and spiritual health of Mercer Island.” (Emphasis added). 

The Code Amendment implements this Goal by directly contributing to the overall viability and health of 
the Mercer Island Country Club, a recognized community asset furthering the physical health of 
Islanders. It allows for optimization of tennis facilities during winter months to provide increased 
opportunities to play tennis through the temporary use of a bubble structure. As the Comprehensive 
Plan accurately identifies, recreation clubs are essential for the mental, physical, and spiritual health of 
Mercer Island. This modest amendment to the Code will allow a recreational club on the Island to retain 
its viability and health, and meet the needs of the community by allowing them to serve the demand for 
year-round youth recreational activities. 

The Code Amendment also carries out the Comprehensive Plan’s Land Use Goals for residential zones. 
Goal 15 recognizes “Mercer Island should remain principally a low density, single family residential 
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community” and implementing Policy 15.4 advises “[c]ompatible permitted uses such as education, 
recreation, open spaces, government social services and religious activities will be encouraged.” The 
Comprehensive Plan recognizes that recreational opportunities are consistent and compatible with a 
vibrant single family residential community. The Code Amendment supports and encourages 
recreational uses year-round in furtherance of this Goal and Policy.  

The Code Amendment also advances Natural Environment Goal 18.8, namely, that “[t]he City’s 
development regulations should encourage long term sustainable stewardship of the natural 
environment. Examples include preservation and enhancement of native vegetation, tree retention, and 
rain gardens.” Here, the allowance of a temporary recreational accessory structure will not increase 
impervious surface coverage due to its temporary nature atop an existing tennis courts. Installation of 
this temporary structure provides a sustainable option in terms of native vegetation and tree retention 
because it does not expand the floorplan of permanent, structured recreational facilities.  
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DOCKET REQUEST FORM 
 

The following information is required to be included. Failure to complete this form may result in the 
application being incomplete. Incomplete applications will not be considered during the annual docket 
process. 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 

Name:  
Address:  
Phone:  
Email:  
 

AGENT/CONSULTANT/ATTORNEY: (COMPLETE IF PRIMARY CONTACT IS DIFFERENT FROM APPLICANT) 
 

Name:  
Address:  
Phone:  
Email:  
 

REQUEST INFORMATION 
 

Please complete a separate Docket Request Form for each item you are requesting to be added to the Docket.  
 

Is this request related to a specific property or zone? Yes   ☐ No   ☐ 
 

If yes, please complete the following information: 
Property Owner:  
Address:  
County Assessors Parcel No.:  
Parcel Size (sq. ft.):  
 

If the application is submitted by an agent/consultant/attorney, please demonstrate that that the 
application has been submitted with the consent of all owners of the affected property. For example, attach 
a signed letter providing consent. 
Is this request for a Comprehensive Plan amendment or a development code amendment? 

Comprehensive Plan amendment     ☐ Development code amendment     ☐ 
 

Would you like to submit a suggestion for a comprehensive plan or development code amendment, or is 
this an application for a specific amendment (check boxes)?  Please note: applications are subject to 
applicable permit fees. 
Suggestion     ☐ Application     ☐ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael J. Murphy
2711 64th Ave. SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040
206.618.7200
murpm@comcast.net

N/A

✔

✔

✔
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Docket Request Narrative 
 
1. Proposal: Modify MICC 19.07.180.C(6) (“Piped Watercourse Setbacks”) to create more 

realistic and reasonable setbacks for property owners and to establish an additional limited 
exception for existing homes. As a Code change, it is appropriately addressed through a Code 
amendment per MICC 19.15.230(E)(1)(b)(i). 

 
MICC 19.16.010 
 
Definitions 
 
Watercourses: A course or route, formed by nature and generally consisting of a channel 
with a bed, banks, or sides throughout substantially all its length, along which surface waters, 
with some regularity (annually in the rainy season), naturally and normally flow in draining 
from higher to lower lands. This definition does not include irrigation and drainage ditches, 
grass-lined swales, canals, storm water runoff devices, or other courses unless they are used 
by fish or to convey waters that were naturally occurring prior to construction. 
Watercourses shall be classified according to the following types: 
 
1. Type S, which include all waters, within their bankfull width, as inventoried as 
“shorelines of the state,” which are regulated by the city’s Shoreline Master 
Program pursuant to Chapter 90.58 RCW. 
 
2. Type F, which include segments of natural waters other than Type S waters, which are 
within the bankfull widths of defined channels and periodically inundated areas of their 
associated wetlands, or within lakes, ponds, or impoundments having a surface area of one-
half acre or greater at seasonal low water and which in any case contain fish habitat. 
 
3. Type Np, which include all segments of natural waters within the bankfull width of 
defined channels that are perennial nonfish habitat streams. Perennial streams are flowing 
waters that do not go dry any time of a year of normal rainfall and include the intermittent 
dry portions of the perennial channel below the uppermost point of perennial flow. 
 
4. Type Ns, which include all segments of natural waters within the bankfull width of the 
defined channels that are not Type S, F, or Np waters. These are seasonal, nonfish habitat 
streams in which surface flow is not present for at least some portion of a year of normal 
rainfall and are not located downstream from any stream reach that is a Type Np water. Ns 
waters must be physically connected by an aboveground channel system to Type S, F, or Np 
waters. 
 
5. Piped watercourses, which are pipes or other conveyances through which surface waters, 
with some regularity (annually in the rainy season), naturally and normally flow in draining 
from higher to lower lands. This definition does not include irrigation and drainage ditches, 
grass-lined swales, canals, storm water runoff devices, or other courses unless they are used 
by fish or to convey waters that were naturally occurring prior to construction. 
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19.07.180 Watercourses. 

 
…. 
 
C.  Development Standards – Buffers.  
 …. 
 
6.  Piped Watercourse Setbacks.  
a.  The intent of applying setbacks to piped watercourses is to preserve the 

opportunity to daylight watercourses that were previously piped, to provide incentives to 
property owners to daylight and enhance previously piped watercourses, and to allow 
flexibility for development where daylighting piped watercourses is demonstrated to be 
infeasible. 

b.  Setbacks shall be established 45 10 feet from the centerline of piped 
watercourses. 

c.  Piped watercourses setback widths shall be reduced to a 17.5-foot buffer when 
the portion of the piped watercourse on the applicant’s property is daylighted and where 
the watercourse has been restored to an open channel, provided a restoration plan 
demonstrates: 

i.  The watercourse channel will be stable and is not expected to cause safety 
risks or environmental damage; and 

ii.  No additional impact nor encumbrance by watercourse buffer or critical area 
setback is added to properties neighboring the applicant(s) property. 

d.  Piped watercourse setback widths shall be reduced to: (i) 10 feet on lots with a 
lot width of 50 feet or more, and (ii) five feet on lots with a width of less than 50 feet, 
when daylighting is determined by qualified professional(s) to result in one or more of 
the following outcomes: 

i.  Increased risk of landslide or other potential hazard that cannot be mitigated; 
ii. Increased risk of environmental damage (e.g., erosion, diminished water 

quality) that cannot be mitigated; 
iii. The inability of a legally established existing lot to meet the vehicular access 

requirements of this title;  
e.  Piped watercourse setback shall not apply when: 
i.  The owners of a legally established existing lot with an existing residence are 

unable to make otherwise lawful improvements within the existing building footprint or 
within five (5) feet of the existing building footprint; or 

iiv.  The ownersinability of a legally established existing lot are unable to meet 
the building pad standards in MICC 19.09.090. 

f.  Nothing contained in this Section 6 shall alter or affect any restrictions 
contained in recorded easements for storm mains located on private property. 

g.  Nothing contained in this Section 6 shall entitle a property owner to construct 
or install a new vertical structure over an existing storm main. 
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Narrative Justification: 

 
The proposed amendments are intended to reduce an onerous and probably unintended 

burden on over a hundred MI homeowners who are unaware of the fact that they are prevented 
from making even modest improvements or additions to their homes because they are within 45 
feet of a storm main. The amendments are also intended to make the MI Code more consistent 
with state law and our peer jurisdictions that do not impose a 45-foot setback for storm mains. 

 
 The provisions regarding “Piped Watercourses” were added to our code in 2019 under 

Ord. 19C-05. They appear to have been prompted by the notion that they would create an 
incentive for homeowners to “daylight” storm mains on their property and create more natural 
like streams. See 19.07.180(6)(a). This was a well-intentioned experiment, but the consequences 
of it were not fully evaluated.  

 
The existing provisions create a 45-foot “setback” on both sides of many storm mains as 

the City staff and consultants have interpreted it. A review of the City’s GIS mapping that 
accompanies this proposal reveals that many of these 90-foot setbacks cover large swaths of 
existing lots and include numerous existing homes. Because it is a “setback,” it prevents the 
homeowner from doing any improvements within the setback area, thus placing large portions of 
many Mercer Island lots off limits for improvement. This prevents MI residents from updating 
existing homes to make them serviceable for decades to come, or allow older residents to age in 
place. Most people do not even know that they have this burden, until they apply for a permit for 
even a simple remodel or addition. Unlike side yard setbacks, which total 15’ from the boundary, 
these “Piped Watercourse” setbacks, can extend as much as 45 feet into a lot from a neighboring 
lot, or can cover much of a lot if the storm line is on the property, rendering that area unusable by 
the homeowner for an improvement that would otherwise be Code compliant. This amounts to a 
massive taking of property rights from many of our neighbors with little corresponding benefit 
because most of these “Piped Watercourses” will never be daylighted given their location and 
function.  

 
Further, the way the provisions were drafted, there is really no incentive to “daylight” the 

storm main. Daylighting the storm main can reduce the “Piped Watercourse” setback to 15 feet, 
but only if the homeowner demonstrates that “[t]he watercourse channel will be stable and is not 
expected to cause safety risks or environmental damage; and … No additional impact nor 
encumbrance by watercourse buffer or critical area setback is added to properties neighboring 
the applicant(s) property.” When you “daylight” a storm main, however, you create a “stream” 
which has a 60 foot buffer under the Code. Given the dimensions of most MI lot, that 60-foot 
buffer will almost certainly encroach on a neighbor’s lot. Thus, the provision is self-defeating. 
Otherwise, you can only reduce the “setback” if you can prove daylighting the pipe will create 
landsides, other unmitigable environmental damage, prevent driveway access to a legal lot, or 
prevent you from having a minimum building pad (for an undeveloped lot). These are extremely 
limited exceptions. 

 
The subject provisions are not consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. That document 

says nothing about identifying and restoring pre-existing natural drainage ways as a public 
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benefit.  It certainly does not suggest to MI residents that the burden of such a policy will fall on 
only some of the residents who happen to live on or near a storm main. The City can certainly 
incentivize daylighting actual natural drainage ways, but one would expect a process and plan to 
identify candidates for such restoration and some form of public assessment and expenditure if 
this is a public good.  Simply classifying virtually every storm main that is not in an arterial or 
primary roadway as a “Piped Watercourse” does not further the putative goal. It is bad public 
policy to take large swaths of property from residents to try and manufacture incentives. The 
Code establishes no plan or even studies to identify possible candidates for “restoration.” 
Accordingly, this proposal does not conflict with the Comprehensive Plan per MICC 
19.15.230(E)(1)(b)(iv).  

 
Last year I proposed to eliminate the piped watercourse setback entirely. The proposal 

was not included in the 2023 Work Plan, and there is no reason to believe that this issue is part of 
any other work program approved by the City Council. Thus, the criteria of MICC 
19.15.230(E)(1)(b)(iii) & (v) are met.  

 
At the Council level there was apparently confusion about the 2022 proposal, and perhaps 

concern that it was asking for too much. This proposal, by contrast, retains the “Piped 
Watercourse” setback concept, and simply seeks to establish more reasonable setback distances, 
thereby preserving a more realistic corridor for future daylighting in this urban environment. 
Reducing the setbacks to a more reasonable width and allowing one additional exception for 
existing homes will not impair the structure, function, or ecological benefits of our existing storm 
water system. Modifying these provisions will not affect the volume of storm run-off or water 
quality. Nor will it allow anyone to damage existing streams or storm mains, or to do anything 
that will increase turbidity in run-off. There will be no effect on existing streams or storm mains. 
Thus, this proposal does not adversely affect any other Codes or impair policies of the 
Comprehensive Plan. MICC 19.15.230(E)(1)(b)(iv). The modification of these provisions, 
however, will allow our neighbors to reasonably utilize their property, and to permit normal 
improvements and additions on their lots that otherwise comply with the Development Code, an 
objective that is entirely consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
 Finally, it is important to note that the existing provisions are not consistent with State 
stream typing, and I could find no other local jurisdictions that have similar Code language or try 
to equate storm mains with streams.  

 
2. The foregoing narrative addresses the three decision criteria in MICC 19.15.250(D). As 

discussed above, the proposal is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan in multiple ways. 
The proposal bears a substantial relation to the public welfare by reducing unreasonable 
restrictions on the improvement of property. And it is in the best interest of the community 
and especially the affected homeowners to reduce those unreasonable restrictions. 

 
3. The 2022 Docket Request: 
 

In the 2022 docketing process, the staff report recommended that the Planning 
Commission and City Council not include in the 2023 Work Plan my 2022 proposal to eliminate 
the entire provision regarding “Piped Watercourses.” This proposal, by contrast, is much more 
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limited. As explained above, it seeks to make the setbacks more reasonable and realistic, and 
establishes an additional exception for existing homes.  I am concerned, however, that the 2023 
staff report may take a similar approach as last year. Accordingly, I submit the following 
comments regarding the 2022 staff report as they apply here: 

 
• First, the 2022 staff report stated that my characterization of “piped watercourses” as “storm 

mains is incorrect.”  That assertion was not correct. The City’s own GIS map legend clearly 
identified piped watercourses as a Storm Main.   

 

 
 

And in practice they clearly are just that, as demonstrated by the 31 maps 
accompanying this Docket Request. 
  

• The 2022 Staff Report stated said that “[s]torm mains are pipes typically installed in the 
public right-of-way.” Even a cursory review of the 31 maps shows that many city storm 
mains cross private property. An example is below. Moreover, even if that statement were 
true, it does not mitigate the impact of a 45-foot setback that encompasses a large portion of 
affected lots and homes. 
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• The 2022 Staff Report correctly observed that some drainage courses move between open 

stream beds (often, if not mostly, man-made ditches) and pipes as they proceed along their 
course. That is what the 31 maps show. But more importantly, the 31 maps reveal that most 
of those piped sections will never be daylighted, unless we start removing private roads, 
driveways, homes, and neighborhoods. That undeniable fact strongly favors the proposed 
changes. 

 
• As Chair of the Planning Commission, I realize that staff has a lot on their plate this coming 

year, and I have no desire to unnecessarily add to that burden. But the plea of insufficient 
resources has become the norm, not the exception. The limited and reasonable changes 
proposed here do not require weeks of work for staff, thus it does not run afoul of MICC 
19.15.230(E)(1)B)(ii). 

o Neither our neighboring jurisdictions nor Ecology treat “Piped Watercourses” as 
critical areas in this way. That can be verified in a few hours.  

o This proposal does not involve a change to the Shoreline Master Plan, or implicate 
state regulated critical areas either. In fact, the Growth Management Hearings Board 
ruled back in 1993 that Mercer Island’s inclusion of “Piped Watercourses” in its 
Critical Areas Code was not in compliance with the Growth Management Act. Why it 
is still in the Code is a mystery.  
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o It is true that the City would have to do the normal notice and reading process for any 
Code amendment, but if that alone is too onerous, why do we go through the State 
Law mandated docketing process every fall if we are not actually giving citizens the 
right to propose Code amendments and have them fairly considered? It would take 
minimal effort to notice these provisions.  

o Finally, the suggestion in 2022 that this proposal is “low priority” raises the question 
of priority for whom? It is not low priority for the numerous affected property 
owners. 
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of
Mercer Island and are intended to be a general purpose

digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal
instrument for describing, establishing, recording or

maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries.
The City makes no representation or warranty with respect to

the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in
regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with

official sources such as records of survey, or mapped
locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of
Mercer Island and are intended to be a general purpose

digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal
instrument for describing, establishing, recording or

maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries.
The City makes no representation or warranty with respect to

the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in
regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with

official sources such as records of survey, or mapped
locations of features.

1,467

© City of Mercer Island

0.0

Legend

1:

Miles0 0.02 0.0 Notes

Map Printed: October 10, 2022

Storm Catch Basin

CB, City Owned

CB, Private

CB, Unknown

Type 2, City Owned

Type 2, Private

Type 2, Unknown

Storm Main

Pipe

Open Watercourse

Piped Watercourse

Ditch

Culvert

Other

Storm Main - Private

Storm Discharge Point

Unpiped Watercourse

Type "F" = Fish

Type "Np" = Non-Fish

Type "Ns" = Non-Fish Seasonal

Type "Np" (Unverified)

Type "Ns" (Unverifed)

Piped Watercourse

Watercourse Buffer/Setback

Type "F" = 120-Ft Buffer

Type "Np" = 60-Ft Buffer

Type "Ns" = 60-Ft Buffer

Type "Np" Unverifed = 60-Ft Buffer

Type "Ns" Unverified = 60-Ft Buffer

Piped Type F/Np/Ns = 45-Ft Setback

Address

Building

Property Line

Docks

Freeway

Major Street

Street 

Paved Driveway

Paved Road

Paved Parking Area

Parks

Lake Washington

1052

Item 3.



City of Mercer Island

Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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City of Mercer Island

Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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City of Mercer Island

Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.

1 inch = 
181.914282 feet

© City of Mercer Island

Legend

Feet
91

Notes

October 10, 2022Map Printed:

0 182

Storm Catch Basin

CB, City Owned

CB, Private

CB, Unknown

Type 2, City Owned

Type 2, Private

Type 2, Unknown

Storm Main

Pipe

Open Watercourse

Piped Watercourse

Ditch

Culvert

Other

Storm Main - Private

Storm Discharge Point

Unpiped Watercourse

Type "F" = Fish

Type "Np" = Non-Fish

Type "Ns" = Non-Fish Seasonal

Type "Np" (Unverified)

Type "Ns" (Unverifed)

Piped Watercourse

Watercourse Buffer/Setback

Type "F" = 120-Ft Buffer

Type "Np" = 60-Ft Buffer

Type "Ns" = 60-Ft Buffer

Type "Np" Unverifed = 60-Ft Buffer

Type "Ns" Unverified = 60-Ft Buffer

Piped Type F/Np/Ns = 45-Ft Setback

Address

Building

Property Line

Docks

Freeway

Major Street

Street 

Paved Driveway

Paved Road

1059

Item 3.



City of Mercer Island

Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of Mercer Island and are intended to be a general
purpose digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal instrument for describing,

establishing, recording or maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries. The City makes
no representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in

regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with official sources such as records of survey,
or mapped locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of
Mercer Island and are intended to be a general purpose

digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal
instrument for describing, establishing, recording or

maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries.
The City makes no representation or warranty with respect to

the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in
regard to labeling of surveyed dimensions, or agreement with

official sources such as records of survey, or mapped
locations of features.
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Disclaimer: These maps were developed by the City of
Mercer Island and are intended to be a general purpose

digital reference tool. These maps are not an accepted legal
instrument for describing, establishing, recording or

maintaining descriptions for property concerns or boundaries.
The City makes no representation or warranty with respect to

the accuracy or currency of these data sets, especially in
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CITY OF MERCER ISLAND 
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
9611 SE 36TH STREET | MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040 
PHONE: 206.275.7605 | www.mercerisland.gov 

DOCKET REQUEST FORM 
 

APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS 
 

Docket Requests are the first step in the process of amending the City’s Comprehensive Plan or development 
regulations. The Mercer Island City Code (MICC) describes the process for these amendments in MICC 
19.15.230-.260. Figure 1 summarizes the annual docket process. 
 

 
 

Staff review all docket requests for timeliness and completeness and will use the information provided in 
the application form to present your request to the Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council. 
The Planning Commission will review the docket requests and make a recommendation to the City Council 
regarding which docket items to add to the final docket. 
 

The City Council has decision-making authority over all annual docket proposals. The City Council determines 
whether to add a proposal to the final docket. Items added to the final docket will be incorporated in the 
Community Planning and Development work plan for the upcoming year. Docket requests are evaluated 
based on alignment with the current City work plan, current policies, programmatic priorities, staff capacity, 
and budget to complete of the legislative process for the request in the following year. The City Council will 
approve the final docket by December 31 each year.  Items placed on the final docket will be scheduled for 
legislative review by the Planning Commission and City Council in the following year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•Completeness Review
•Recommendation to 
Planning Commission

Staff Review

•Hold public meeting and 
gather comments

•Recommendation to City 
Council

Planning 
Commission Review •Consider staff and 

Planning Commission 
recommendations

•Decide which proposals 
to add to the CPD work 
plan 

City Council 
Decision
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DOCKET REQUEST FORM 
 

The following information is required to be included. Failure to complete this form may result in the 
application being incomplete. Incomplete applications will not be considered during the annual docket 
process. 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 

Name:  
Address:  
Phone:  
Email:  
 

AGENT/CONSULTANT/ATTORNEY: (COMPLETE IF PRIMARY CONTACT IS DIFFERENT FROM APPLICANT) 
 

Name:  
Address:  
Phone:  
Email:  
 

REQUEST INFORMATION 
 

Please complete a separate Docket Request Form for each item you are requesting to be added to the Docket.  
 

Is this request related to a specific property or zone? Yes   ☐ No   ☐ 
 

If yes, please complete the following information: 
Property Owner:  
Address:  
County Assessors Parcel No.:  
Parcel Size (sq. ft.):  
 

If the application is submitted by an agent/consultant/attorney, please demonstrate that that the 
application has been submitted with the consent of all owners of the affected property. For example, attach 
a signed letter providing consent. 
Is this request for a Comprehensive Plan amendment or a development code amendment? 

Comprehensive Plan amendment     ☐ Development code amendment     ☐ 
 

Would you like to submit a suggestion for a comprehensive plan or development code amendment, or is 
this an application for a specific amendment (check boxes)?  Please note: applications are subject to 
applicable permit fees. 
Suggestion     ☐ Application     ☐ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael J. Murphy
2711 64th Ave. SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040
206.618.7200
murpm@comcast.net

N/A

✔

✔

✔
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DOCKET REQUEST NARRATIVE – REQUIRED FOR ALL APPLICATIONS 
 

Please attach a narrative responding to the following questions. Attach any additional sheets, supporting 
maps or graphics. Answer each question separately and reference the question number in your answer. The 
application will be considered incomplete without a narrative answering all of the following questions. 
 

1. Please provide a detailed description of the proposed amendment and a clear statement of what the 
proposed amendment is intended to accomplish. 

 a. Indicate the specific Comprehensive Plan Elements, maps, goals or policies or the specific sections 
of the development code you propose to amend. 

 b. If the proposal would amend existing Comprehensive Plan or development code text, please 
provide the proposal in underline/strikeout format with text to be added indicated by underlining 
and text to be deleted indicated with strikeouts. 

 c. If a map amendment is proposed, please provide a map that clearly outlines the areas proposed 
to be changed. 

2. How does the proposal benefit the community or the environment? 

3. Explain how the request relates to the applicable decision criteria (MICC 19.15.250(D) for code 
amendments, and MICC 19.15.230(F) for Comprehensive Plan amendments, see below). 

4. For Comprehensive plan amendments: Is the proposal consistent the Growth Management Act and 
King County Countywide Planning Policies? 

5. For development code amendments: how does the proposal align with the goals of the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature: 

 
 
Date: 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

9/30/2023
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DOCKETING CRITERIA (MICC 19.15.230 (E)): 
 

Docketing criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a proposed amendment is 
added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 
1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 
 a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has directed, such a change; 

or 
 b. All of the following criteria are met: 
  i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately addressed through the 

comprehensive plan or the code; 
  ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to review the 

proposal, or resources can be provided by an applicant for an amendment; 
  iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are more appropriately addressed 

by an ongoing work program item approved by the city council; 
  iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals of the 

comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city's vision; and 
  v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome have not been considered by 

the city council in the last three years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 
proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances that justifies the need for 
the amendment. 

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DECISION CRITERIA (MICC 19.15.230 (F)): 
 

Decision criteria. Decisions to amend the comprehensive plan shall be based on the criteria specified below. 
An applicant for a comprehensive plan amendment proposal shall have the burden of demonstrating that 
the proposed amendment complies with the applicable regulations and decision criteria. 
1. The amendment is consistent with the Growth Management Act, the countywide planning policies, and 

the other provisions of the comprehensive plan and city policies; and: 
 a. There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the comprehensive plan; or 
 b. The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as a whole. 

2. If the amendment is directed at a specific property, the following additional findings shall be 
determined: 

 a. The amendment is compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern; 
 b. The property is suitable for development in conformance with the standards under the potential 

zoning; and 
 c. The amendment will benefit the community as a whole and will not adversely affect community 

facilities or the public health, safety, and general welfare. 
 

DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENT DECISION CRITERIA (MICC 19.15.250 (D)): 
 

Criteria. The city may approve or approve with modifications a proposal to amend this Code only if: 
1. The amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan; and 
2. The amendment bears a substantial relation to the public health, safety, or welfare; and 
3. The amendment is in the best interest of the community as a whole. 
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Sugges�on for Residen�al Code Amendment 
MICC 19.02.020 Residen�al Development Standards 

MICC 19.02.020(G)(2)(c) Parking Requirements (proposing a new item (c) ) 

 

Suggested Code Amendment: 

I suggest adding a new Residen�al Development Standards Sec�on 19.02.020(G)(2)(c) - Parking 
Requirements. It would require that "each residen�al dwelling unit outside of the Town Center with a 
gross floor area of less than 3,000 sq� shall have at least two parking spaces sufficient in size to park a 
passenger automobile and charge it; provided, at least two of the stalls shall be a covered stall. Any 
residen�al dwelling unit with a gross floor area of 3,000 sq� or more shall be treated the same as a 
single family residence and subject to the requirements of 19.02.020(G)(2)(a)." 

If MICC 19.02.020(G)(2)(a) and (b) are reduced from 3,000 sq� GFA to 2,000 sq� GFA per a Docket 
proposal from last year, then it would be reasonable and prudent to also reduce the proposed (G)(2)(c) 
threshold to 2,000 sq� GFA. 

Docket Request Narra�ve: 

The intent of this code amendment is to ensure that newer development on Mercer Island is capable of 
suppor�ng off-street EV use and charging. Current parking requirements (2)(a) and (2)(b) refer only to 
single-family dwellings, so small mul�family dwellings or other non-single-family dwellings in my 
understanding have no current parking requirements outside of Town Center. I do not wish to burden 
any future apartment development in the Town Center, nor come into conflict with MICC 
19.11.130(B)(1)(a), hence the exclusion of the Town Center area.  

Suppor�ng EV use and charging is well within the goals of the Comprehensive Plan as it benefits the 
environment by encouraging people to use EVs which are less-pollu�ng than fossil-fuel powered 
vehicles. Off-street, or curbside EV charging generally falls on municipali�es to install and maintain and 
thus those costs would be passed on to all residents – the community benefits from off-street EV 
charging because it does not add addi�onal costs to the city. The community also benefits from off-
street EV charging because less cars on the sides of the street is safer for vehicle drivers or passengers, 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-automobile users of the streets. This is a significant safety issue as 
many Mercer Island residen�al neighborhoods do not have sidewalks, many streets are narrow, winding, 
have significant flora along their edges, have no painted lines, have no curbs, or are steep; thus I am 
confident that an empirical study would clearly demonstrate that not enac�ng these parking 
requirements would be significantly less safe for vehicle drivers or passengers, pedestrians, or bicyclists.   

MI Can and mul�ple parts of the Comprehensive Plan address reduc�ons in greenhouse gases and 
promo�on of EV use. Addi�onally, revisions to the Comprehensive Plan ar�culate that too much on-
street parking can cause risk to pedestrians, cyclists, and other non-automobile users of the streets. 

It is well documented that on-street/curbside EV charging can be expensive, unreliable and inconvenient. 
Addi�onally, the infrastructure needs then inevitably fall on the municipali�es. To ensure that EVs park in 
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a poten�al on-street EV spot, a parking enforcement or registra�on program would have to be grown, 
also coming at a cost to the city.  

Some neighborhoods do not have electrical poles on which to install curbside EV chargers. Those 
chargers would then have to be installed at ground level and would be prone to copper thieves, a well-
documented occurrence nearby in Seatle.  

This is also a �me-sensi�ve mater - as new, smaller residen�al units are constructed, we run the risk of 
builders building the minimum necessary to close the sale. Only a�er inhabi�ng a dwelling unit would a 
resident observe the significant downsides of curbside EV charging compared to off-street charging. This 
will work against EV adop�on (and thus against the city's goal of encouraging greener transporta�on) or 
would require expensive retrofit to dwellings which would cause financial strain to new residents or 
drive them to not purchase an EV and instead purchase a fossil-fueled vehicle. 

This proposal sa�sfies the five decision criteria in MICC 19.15.250(D) as summarized below: 

i. Parking is men�oned in the Comprehensive Plan and City Codes, thus this concern is 
appropriately addressed through comp plan and/or code revisions too.  

ii. This is a simple code revision (addi�on) and I am happy to assist if/as needed.  
iii. I am not aware of an ongoing work plan related to on-street parking outside of the City 

Center 
iv. Supports MI Can's vision of reducing carbon footprint. Also, various elements of the 

Comprehensive Plan encourage the use of EVs or reduc�on of greenhouse gas emissions and  
v. This is a new proposal based on new state laws and recent/pending revisions to as well as 

exis�ng goals of the Comprehensive Plan 

Please support this common-sense code addi�on. It will encourage and facilitate the use of EVs on 
Mercer Island and is thus environmentally friendly. It will avoid the City having to install and maintain 
curbside EV charging which benefits all residents by not adding addi�onal work and cost to the city. 
Finally, it will make the streets safer for pedestrians, cyclists, and all other non-motorized users of our 
mostly-sidewalkless streets. These are all in the best interests of the Mercer Island community as a 
whole, will help improve public health and safety, and is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. Thank 
you for your �me and considera�on.  
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1 
 

2023 Stroum Jewish Community Center Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment  

Thank you for your consideration of our Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment.  Answers 

to the various application and code criteria are in bold below. 

1. Please provide a detailed description of the proposed amendment and a clear statement of what 

the proposed amendment is intended to accomplish.  

The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment redesignates Parcels 2655500137, 

2655500136, 2655500132, and a small portion of 2655500115 from Single Family to 

Commercial Office on the Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map.   

The proposed map change will facilitate a rezone to Commercial Office, which will allow 

for a rebuild/renovation of the Stroum Jewish Community Center (“SJCC”).  Under the 

current single-family designation, rebuilding and renovation is not possible, and variances 

necessary for the rebuild/renovation are not available under the current single family code 

provisions. 

The SJCC has been intently pursuing the ability renovate our aging facilities for over six 

years.  In this timeframe, we’ve taken many opportunities to share the hopes we have for a 

re-envisioned facility with our members, our neighbors, and the broader Mercer Island 

community.  

 

Through multiple SJCC open houses, community meetings and even through public 

testimony provided during 2018-2019 council consideration of a broader Mercer Island 

initiative, we shared our priorities, and also learned what the community and our 

neighbors care about the most:  

• Facilitating better traffic flow and provide enough safe parking so there is less 

impact on our neighbors;  

• Designing our use of space to ensure less noise or light impact, and minimize 

visibility impact; 

• Supplementing foliage and trees to enhance the buffer between our facilities and our 

neighbors; and 

• Ensuring that any changes to the SJCC property through zoning don’t have 

secondary impact on other Mercer Island community facilities or neighborhoods. 

 

With these guiding principles, the SJCC revised our designs to reflect what was learned 

from our engagement with the community and hosted a series of community conversations 

to share, discuss, and receive additional input from SJCC members, community 

organizations, the community at large, and our neighbors.  In the last two years, this 

outreach included organized community conversations with immediate neighbors and 

organization stakeholders, meetings with similarly situated Mercer Island community 

organizations, and regular written and verbal communication with interested community 

members.  

 

On September 7, 2023, the SJCC hosted an open house where our revised design was 

presented and discussed, followed by questions and answers.  Similar to prior initiatives, an 
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invitation was mailed to all addresses within 1000’ radius of the SJCC, emailed to SJCC 

members, SJCC participants and users, and other Mercer Island community facilities, and 

was promoted widely on SJCC assets. The SJCC hosted approximately 100 attendees at 

this open house, and we were pleased to see our revised designs, which are the direct 

benefit of so much engagement and feedback over the last six years, being received so well 

by the community and our neighbors. 

 

a. Indicate the specific Comprehensive Plan Elements, maps, goals or policies or the 

specific sections of the development code you propose to amend.  

Please see Exhibit A.  The Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use Map would be amended 

per the exhibit. 

b. If the proposal would amend existing Comprehensive Plan or development code text, 

please provide the proposal in underline/strikeout format with text to be added indicated 

by underlining and text to be deleted indicated with strikeouts.  

The proposal does not amend Comprehensive Plan or development code text.  It only 

changes the maps. 

c. If a map amendment is proposed, please provide a map that clearly outlines the areas 

proposed to be changed.  

Please see Exhibit A. 

2. How does the proposal benefit the community or the environment?  

The proposal benefits the community and the environment in several ways. 

Community Benefits 

Please see Exhibit B. 

Environmental Benefits 

Please see Exhibit C.  

3. Explain how the request relates to the applicable decision criteria (MICC 19.15.250(D) for 

code amendments, and MICC 19.15.230(F) for Comprehensive Plan amendments, see below).  

The proposal meets both the docketing criteria and the decision criteria, as follows: 

E. Docketing criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a proposed 

amendment is added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 

1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 

Yes. The request was filed prior to October 1, 2023. 
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a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has directed, such a 

change; or 

Not applicable. 

b. All of the following criteria are met: 

i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately addressed through the 

comprehensive plan or the code; 

Yes. The proposed amendment is a change to the Comprehensive Plan’s Future Land Use 

Map, which is a change that can only be addressed through the Comprehensive Plan. 

ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to review the 

proposal, or resources can be provided by an applicant for an amendment; 

Yes. The proposal is occurring during the City’s annual docketing cycle, which we 

presume is adequately staffed and resourced by the City.  A simple map change should 

not require significant resources; any actual development on the site will require project 

specific environmental review and study, which costs would be borne by the applicant.  

iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are more appropriately addressed 

by an ongoing work program item approved by the city council; 

No. The proposal does not raise larger policy or land use issues more appropriately 

addressed by an ongoing work program item.  This proposal avoids any larger 

redesignation of similarly situated schools and institutions and focuses only on the JCC 

site. There is no current work program approved by the City Council that addresses 

redesignation of the SJCC to conform to the historic use of the property. 

iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals of 

the comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city's vision; and 

Yes. The proposal serves the public interest and implements the following specific goals 

and vision of the city (responses to policies, where appropriate, in italics): 

• Residential Community. Mercer Island is principally a single-family residential 

community supported by healthy schools, religious institutions, and recreational 

clubs. (Comp. Plan, Community Values).  The proposal will allow the JCC, which is 

both a school and a recreational club open to all, to continue to serve Mercer Island.  

• Education is the Key. The community and its public and private institutions are 

committed to provide excellence in Education (Comp Plan, Community Values). 

The proposal allows the SJCC’s Early Childhood School to continue its excellent 

education of hundreds of young children on Mercer Island. 

• Community Services.  Mercer Island will continue to provide a wide range of 

education, cultural, and municipal services for the community’s varied population.  
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Balanced and flexible programs will be necessary to meet the community’s 

evolving needs in education, recreation, and cultural enjoyment.  The community 

will maintain its broad range of quality basic services, including public safety, 

human services, physical development and utilities.  At the same time, community 

leaders recognize that delivery of these services will take place in an arena of 

limited resources and heightened competition for tax revenues (Comp Plan, Values 

Manifested).  The SJCC provides a community center and educational, recreational, 

and cultural opportunities that are privately funded and do not burden the City’s 

budget.  

• Residential Land Use. Civic, recreation, and religious organizations are important 

and integral elements of the community character and fabric.  Their contribution 

and importance to the established community character should be reflected and 

respected in land use permit processes.  (Comp Plan, Values Manifested).  

Unfortunately, the single-family zoning has been interpreted by the City to not allow 

for the variances that would be necessary to rebuild and reconfigure the SJCC that 

would benefit the community.  We are hopeful that this request for redesignation is 

respectfully considered and approved, so that we can build under the current CO 

zoning rules and do not require extensive or complicated workarounds.  

• Commercial Office and PBZ zones must serve the needs of the local population 

while remaining compatible with the overall residential character of the 

community. (Comp Plan, Land Use Issues, Outside the Town Center).  The 

Commercial Office zone, as developed in the future by the SJCC, will remain 

compatible and increase compatibility with the overall residential character of the 

community.  First, nothing will be built on the site that is not the SJCC, and we have 

shared our draft plans with the community.  Second, these plans improve on many of 

the required minimum development standards—better setbacks than required, less 

height than allowed, etc.  Finally, the proposal is adjacent to CO designations and 

extends them southward.  The strip of single-family homes to our west is owned by 

the French American School of Puget Sound. 

• Goal 15.1. Existing land use policies, which strongly support the preservation of 

existing conditions in the single-family residential zones, will continue to apply.  

Changes to the zoning code or development standards will be accomplished 

through code amendments.  (Comp Plan, Land Use Goals). This goal is met.  The 

existing condition in this single-family zone that has existed for 54 years (pre-dating 

many of the homes that now exist next to the SJCC) will be maintained.  This map 

change simply changes the map to fit the use that has been here for 54 years.  

• Goal 15.4. Compatible permitted uses such as education, recreation, open spaces, 

government social services and religious activities will be encouraged.  The 

proposed amendment maintains the SJCC which provides education, art, culture, and 

recreation, and are a permitted uses in the CO zone. 

• Goal 17.4.  Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are 

predominantly located in single family residential areas of the Island.  

Development regulation should reflect the desire to retain viable and healthy 

social, recreational, educational, and religious organizations as community assets 

which are essential for the mental, physical and spiritual health of Mercer Island.  

As the City is aware, the current single-family zone has been amended and 
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development standards interpreted in a way that does not allow the maintenance of 

viable and healthy organizations. Further, the remodeling criteria make it impossible 

to maintain a nonconforming status and make upgrades to facilities that are 

necessary when a facility is well beyond its useful life, particularly given the concrete 

construction methods that were used in 1969.  As such, the redesignation to the CO 

zone is necessary to be consistent with this Goal and retain a viable and healthy 

SJCC on Mercer Island.  

• Goal 21.  Promote the use of green building methods, design standards, and 

materials…to reduce impacts on the built and natural environment and to 

improve the quality of life.  Green building should result in demonstrable benefits, 

through the use of programs such as, but not limited to, Built Green, LEED+, The 

Living Building Challenge, Passive House, Salmon Safe, or other similar regional 

and recognized green building programs.  The new SJCC will be much more 

environmentally friendly than the current 54-year-old structure. 

• Goal 23.  Support the arts on Mercer Island.  The SJCC holds regular arts events, 

including the Seattle Jewish Film Festival.  The arts are deeply important to the 

SJCC and the SJCC’s auditorium, which would remain under the proposal, is one of 

only two large gathering spaces on the island for arts-related events. See Exhibit B. 

• Goal 25.  Preserve Mercer Island’s Heritage.  The SJCC is a piece of Mercer 

Island’s history. 

https://www.historylink.org/File/104#:~:text=In%20Seattle%2C%20the%20Jewish%

20Community,Davis%20and%20secretary%20Harry%20Ash. Allowing for the 

redesignation of the property will allow the SJCC to remain on the island and thrive 

for another 60 years.  

• Land Use Designations—CO.  The commercial office land use designation 

represents commercial areas within Mercer Island, located outside of Town 

Center, where the land use will be predominantly commercial office.  

Complementary land uses (e.g., healthcare uses, schools, places of worship, etc.) 

are also generally supported within this land use designation.  The CO designation 

reflects the use of the SJCC property, which has not been in single family residential 

use for over 54 years.  A CO designation is a much more appropriate reflection of 

reality. 

• Transportation Goal 6.1: Ensure compatibility between transportation facilities 

and services and adjacent land uses, evaluating aspects such as: potential impacts 

of transportation on adjacent land use; potential impacts of land development and 

activities on transportation facilities and services; and need for buffering and/or 

landscaping alongside transportation facilities.  The while the designation of the 

property will change, the use will not change.  The project-specific transportation 

review for the SJCC project will analyze at a project-level transportation impacts that 

may be mitigated via trip reduction and physical improvements.  

• Transportation Goal 9.2.  Address parking overflow impacts on neighborhoods 

caused by major traffic generators such as schools, businesses, parks, and 

multifamily developments.  The SJCC proposal would add many more parking stalls 

which will reduce parking impacts to the neighborhood.  
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v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome have not been considered by 

the city council in the last three years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 

proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances that justifies the need for the 

amendment. 

The proposal has not been considered by the city council in the last three years.  

F. Decision criteria. Decisions to amend the comprehensive plan shall be based on the criteria 

specified below. An applicant for a comprehensive plan amendment proposal shall  have the 

burden of demonstrating that the proposed amendment complies with the applicable 

regulations and decision criteria. 

1. The amendment is consistent with the Growth Management Act, the countywide planning 

policies, and the other provisions of the comprehensive plan and city policies; and: 

Yes. The proposal is consistent with GMA, King County’s CPPs, and other provisions of 

the Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan. 

Compliance with GMA. 

WAC 365-196-405(1)(2) requires the City to designate the general location of the uses of 

land…for commerce (and) recreation.  The SJCC has not been in single family use for 60 

years.  It is consistent with GMA to designate the SJCC as CO which is consistent with its 

current use.  

WAC 365-196-405(2)(b) requires the City to identify existing general distribution and 

location of various land uses, the appropriate acreage, and general range of density or 

intensity of existing uses. Again, the SJCC has not been in single family use for 60 years.  It 

is appropriate for the City to identify and change the designation of the property to CO, 

consistent with GMA.  It would be inappropriate for the City to include the SJCC in its 

buildable lands / housing needs assessment as single-family property, as it has not been in 

single family use for 60 years and is not “buildable land” for residential use.  

Compliance with King County CPPs. 

The CPPs can be found here.  The following goals/policies support the proposed 

amendment: 

• Communities across King County are welcoming places where every person can 

thrive. (Vision for King County 2050). The SJCC welcomes all people. 

• FW-6. Enable culturally and linguistically appropriate equitable access to 

programs and services and help connect residents to service options, particularly 

for those most disproportionately cost-burdened or historically excluded. The 

SJCC seeks to be the Puget Sound’s most open and welcoming community-center 

Jewish organization. Through its programs the SJCC connects Jewish and non-
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Jewish people to culture, recreation, education, and arts, and through philanthropic 

support ensures this connection is affordable to anyone who seeks it. 

• EN-6. Locate development and supportive infrastructure in a manner that 

minimizes impacts to natural features. This is an infill development which will 

actually decrease impact to surrounding natural features after redevelopment.  

• CDP-40. Plan for neighborhoods or subareas to encourage infill and 

redevelopment, reuse of existing buildings and underutilized lands, and provision 

of adequate public spaces, in a manner that enhances public health, existing 

community character, and mix of uses. This change will facilitate the rebuilding 

and  renovation of an existing building, and one of the SJCC’s missions is to support 

a healthy community.  

• EC-14. Celebrate the cultural diversity of local communities as a means to enhance 

social capital, neighborhood cohesion, the county’s global relationships, and 

support for cultural and arts institutions. The SJCC is the only Jewish community 

center in Washington state. The SJCC hosts many global-related programs and is an 

incredible social and cultural resource for Mercer Island, and the broader region.  

• EC-26. Encourage commercial and mixed-use development that provides a range 

of job opportunities throughout the county to create a closer balance between the 

location of jobs and housing. The SJCC is one of the Island’s largest employers.  

Keeping jobs on the Island is important. 

• PF-19. Locate schools, institutions, and other community facilities and services 

that primarily serve urban populations within the UGA, where they are accessible 

to the communities they serve.  If possible, locate these facilities in places that are 

well served by transit and pedestrian and bicycle networks. The SJCC is reachable 

by the I-90 bike trail, as well as the East Mercer Way bike trail.  It is very accessible 

to all on the island, and also to those coming off of I-90 without creating a bunch of 

cut-through traffic on the Island.  

Compliance with Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan. 

See above. 

a. There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the comprehensive 

plan; or 

Not applicable. 

b. The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as a whole. 

The SJCC has been in existence in this location for 54 years.  The building is past its 

useful life and needs significant rebuilding and replacement.  In 2017, the City of Mercer 

Island amended its single-family code provisions to prohibit “mega-houses.”  In doing so, 

the City passed regulations that create maximum size of use limitations that rendered the 

SJCC nonconforming to several code provisions meant to apply to single-family homes.  

In 2021, the SJCC filed an interpretation request with the City to determine whether a 

rebuild of the SJCC could obtain variances from the single-family regulations, which 
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would have capped a new building at those square footage limitations meant to apply to 

single-family homes.  On November 21, 2022, the City issued Development Code 

Interpretation 22-004 that stated non-residential uses could not seek variances from the 

relevant single-family regulations in any area beyond impervious surface.  The impact of 

the interpretation is that the SJCC cannot renovate/rebuild in its current single-family 

zone due to the City’s stringent nonconforming provisions and impracticable renovation 

restrictions.  In order to renovate/rebuild to stay on Mercer Island and continue to serve 

the community on the Island, the comprehensive plan map and zone designation of the 

SJCC’s parcels must be changed from SF/R-8.4 to Commercial Office. 

2. If the amendment is directed at a specific property, the following additional findings shall be 

determined: 

a. The amendment is compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern; 

Yes. The proposal would change the subject parcels to CO.  There is adjacent CO land to 

the north of the parcel, public facilities/CO land to the west of the parcel, and CO/B land 

to the east of the parcel.  To the south of the parcel is designated single family; the 

development standards of the CO zone, as well as SEPA review, can mitigate any 

potential incompatibilities of a future project on single family adjacencies.   

c. The property is suitable for development in conformance with the standards under the 

potential zoning; and 

Yes. The proposed rebuild/renovation of the SJCC can meet the CO zone requirements.  

In many areas it performs better than the CO development standards would require—it 

increases setbacks beyond requirements and is developed to a lower height than allowed 

by the CO zone.   

d. The amendment will benefit the community as a whole and will not adversely affect 

community facilities or the public health, safety, and general welfare. 

The amendment would retain the SJCC on Mercer Island.  The SJCC is a benefit to all 

residents of Mercer Island.  Please see Exhibit B for a benefits statement.  

The change from single family to CO would not impact community facilities.  Instead, it 

would benefit community facilities by maintaining a community facility on the Island, 

which in turn reduces pressure on the City pool, the City Community Center, and all 

other childcare and educational facilities. Further it assures the SJCC can continue 

enriching the lives of thousands of Mercer Island residents every year. 

The change from single family to CO would not impact public health, safety, and general 

welfare. Instead, retaining the SJCC in this location will benefit public health, safety and 

general welfare. Any potential impacts of the future SJCC project can be mitigated by 

application of the CO zone standards and SEPA mitigation.  Please see Exhibit C 

regarding environmental benefits associated with the redesignation. 
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4. For Comprehensive plan amendments: Is the proposal consistent with the Growth 

Management Act and King County Countywide Planning Policies?  

Yes. Please see above. 

5. For development code amendments: How does the proposal align with the goals of the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan? 

The proposal is aligned with the goals of the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  Please see above.  
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Exhibit A Comp plan change map 
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Exhibit B 

Benefits of the Comprehensive Plan Map Change 

There are several benefits to the Comprehensive Plan map change: 

The Stroum Jewish Community Center has served Mercer Island residents since opening in 

1969. For nearly 55 years, “the J” has welcomed people of every age, culture, and religion to 

build and amplify profound connection; creating and fortifying community that contributes 

significantly to the communal fabric of Mercer Island. Today the SJCC reaches nearly 3,000 

Mercer Island households throughout the year. On any given day, the J welcomes hundreds of 

Mercer Island residents, providing year-round early childhood education to over 200 children, 

afterschool care and recreational programming to dozens of middle schoolers, summer camp to 

~450 Mercer Island children, and a series of character-building and fitness offerings for 

teenagers and young adults. For adults, the SJCC presents daily recreation programs for 

hundreds exercising individually or in group classes, including about 30 seniors who exercise in 

AquaFit or Rock Steady Boxing1, building muscle strength and friendships that endure 

challenges facing mature adults. Added to that, the J has a community garden, teaches and hosts 

mahjong and bridge, organizes communal hikes, and provides a series of cultural arts programs 

in Mercer Island’s only functioning performing arts hall outside of the school district. With 30+ 

programs a year, SJCC brings feature films, dance, live music, culinary arts programs, and 

special topics to the entire community on Mercer Island. The SJCC ensures, through private 

financial support, that these programs are available to everyone, regardless of one’s ability to 

pay.  

As one of the longest-standing institutions on Mercer Island, the SJCC has helped connect and 

welcome generations of MI families, assuring MI residents—whether they are new or returning 

to their hometown—feel welcome and supported along life’s journey. 

The SJCC has also been one of Mercer Island’s largest employers, with nearly 140 year-round 

employees and over 215 summer employees. For many, the J is the first job they have, building 

responsibility and leadership skills, lifesaving skills like CPR, and a sense of purpose and 

community.  

In addition to the Mercer Island residents involved with the SJCC, the J brings people from 

around the Greater Seattle area that often, in addition to engaging with the J, will spend time and 

resources on Mercer Island for coffee, grocery shopping, dining, dry cleaning, and shopping at 

Island Books, Terra Bella, and more. 

The J’s vision is to be the Puget Sound’s most open and welcoming community-centered Jewish 

organization. We lead with community in everything we do, and believe that many of the tightly 

woven MI bonds have started and been sustained through connections at the Stroum JCC. As a 

private organization, funded through programming fees and substantial private philanthropy, we 

are the only private organization on Mercer Island that makes it possible for anyone to 

 
1 Rock Steady Boxing is supported by the King County Get Active/Stay Active program, and serves people living 
with Parkinson’s disease. 
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participate in our activities and programs, regardless of income, race/ethnicity, orientation, 

religion, or residence. With the increasing pressure of the cost of living on MI, the J remains 

accessible, welcoming, and community-oriented for everyone and anyone. 

A departure from Mercer Island driven by an inability to rebuild facilities would leave a vacuum. 

People of all ages will have fewer programs to choose from and fewer affordable options for 

fitness, enrichment, education, entertainment, gardening, and more. With the adoption of HB110 

in the State legislature in 2023, the land on which The J is built—nearly eight and a half acres of 

residential property—could be converted into a housing development of approximately three 

dozen homes, 50 or more duplexes, and potentially, over 125 quadplexes with one (1) in four (4) 

being developed as affordable housing. An updated SJCC, on the other hand, would provide 

more certainty for neighbors and MI, while also mitigating lighting, traffic, and noise issues. 

ADA accessibility would also ensure people of all capabilities could safely and comfortably 

navigate the property and facility, and modern technology would assure the J is more 

environmentally sustainable. With sophisticated landscaping, the J would offer more attractive 

and low impact vegetation, better integrating the SJCC in its surroundings.  

In summary, the SJCC has been a Mercer Island mainstay for over 50 years. Hundreds of 

families rely on the SJCC for child development and childcare, character development, jobs, 

personal and professional enrichment, friendship in times of strength and strife, and the 

confidence knowing that they belong at the J, a place where everyone is welcome. A City 

Council decision to rezone the SJCC’s residentially zoned properties to Commercial Office 

zoning would bring comfort to everyone directly and indirectly touched by the J and certainty to 

the surrounding neighborhood, knowing the J would continue to serve as a place that offers 

convenient opportunity for profound Islander connections for every generation. 
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Exhibit C 

Environmental Benefits of the Comprehensive Plan Map Change 

There are several benefits to the Comprehensive Plan Map change: 

• The Comprehensive Plan Map change will align long-standing and ongoing operations 

with the City’s Comprehensive Plan Map and facilitate the rebuild/renovation of the 

SJCC.  This will result in the following environmental benefits from the current SJCC: 

o A building that is compliant with current energy and environmental codes. The 

building was constructed in 1969.  A new building would use far less energy and 

would use sustainable building materials and techniques, including high 

efficiency mechanical and electrical systems. 

o A site that is compliant with current stormwater codes.  Currently the parking lot 

sheet flows into the stormwater system.  Low impact design and compliance with 

the current stormwater manual would be required of a new SJCC. 

o A building with sufficient parking capacity and traffic flow.  Currently the 

parking for the SJCC and traffic flow can be congested.  The new SJCC would 

include a one-story tall parking garage that is mostly buried underground to 

mitigate visual impacts, which would add parking stalls the building needs for 

adequate parking capacity.  The rearrangement of the site would also allow for 

sufficient room for traffic queuing during busy pick-up and drop-off times, 

reducing current traffic issues in the area. 

o A large setback buffer from the single-family properties to the south is proposed 

in the new building.  This will reduce noise and light impacts from the current 

SJCC. 

o No parking lights on the south side of the property near single family residents. 

Currently light from parking lights may spill into neighboring houses and 

properties.  All new lights would be placed to eliminate light spillage, and any 

required light fixtures would be cut-off to shield light.   
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2023 Stroum Jewish Community Center Zoning Map Amendment  

Thank you for your consideration of our Zoning Map Amendment.  Answers to the various 

application and code criteria are in bold below. 

1. Please provide a detailed description of the proposed amendment and a clear statement of what 

the proposed amendment is intended to accomplish.  

The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment redesignates Parcels 2655500137, 

2655500136, 2655500132 from R 8.4 to Commercial Office, and a small portion of 

2655500115 from R 9.6 to Commercial Office on the City’s Official Zoning Map.   

The proposed map change will allow for a rebuild/renovation of the Stroum Jewish 

Community Center (“SJCC”).  Under the current single-family zone, rebuilding and 

renovation is not possible, and variances necessary for the rebuild/renovation are not 

available under the current single family code provisions. 

The SJCC has been intently pursuing the ability to rebuild and renovate our aging facilities 

for over six years.  In this timeframe, we’ve taken many opportunities to share the hopes 

we have for a re-envisioned facility with our members, our neighbors, and the broader 

Mercer Island community.  

 

Through multiple SJCC open houses, community meetings and even through public 

testimony provided during 2018-2019 council consideration of a broader Mercer Island 

initiative, we shared our priorities, and also learned what the community and our 

neighbors care about the most:  

• Facilitating better traffic flow and providing enough safe parking so there is less 

impact on our neighbors;  

• Designing our use of space to ensure less noise or light impact, and minimize 

visibility impact; 

• Supplementing foliage and trees to enhance the buffer between our facilities and our 

neighbors; and 

• Ensuring that any changes to the SJCC property through zoning don’t have 

secondary impacts on other Mercer Island community facilities or neighborhoods. 

 

With these guiding principles, the SJCC revised our designs to reflect what was learned 

from our engagement with the community and hosted a series of community conversations 

to share, discuss, and receive additional input from SJCC members, community 

organizations, the community at large, and our neighbors.  In the last two years, this 

outreach included organized community conversations with immediate neighbors and 

organization stakeholders, meetings with similarly-situated Mercer Island community 

organizations, and regular written and verbal communication with interested community 

members.  

 

On September 7, 2023, the SJCC hosted an open house where our revised design was 

presented and discussed, followed by questions and answers.  Similar to prior initiatives, an 

invitation was mailed to all addresses within a 1,000-foot radius of the SJCC, emailed to 
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SJCC members, SJCC participants and users, and other Mercer Island community 

facilities, and was promoted widely on SJCC assets. The SJCC hosted approximately 100 

attendees at this open house, and we were pleased to see our revised designs, which are the 

direct benefit of so much engagement and feedback over the last six years, being received 

so well by the community and our neighbors. 

 

a. Indicate the specific Comprehensive Plan Elements, maps, goals or policies or the 

specific sections of the development code you propose to amend.  

Please see Exhibit A. The City’s Zoning Map would be amended per the exhibit. 

b. If the proposal would amend existing Comprehensive Plan or development code text, 

please provide the proposal in underline/strikeout format with text to be added indicated 

by underlining and text to be deleted indicated with strikeouts.  

The proposal does not amend Comprehensive Plan or development code text.  It only 

changes the maps. 

c. If a map amendment is proposed, please provide a map that clearly outlines the areas 

proposed to be changed.  

Please see Exhibit A. 

2. How does the proposal benefit the community or the environment?  

The proposal benefits the community and the environment in several ways. 

Community Benefits 

Please see Exhibit B. 

Environmental Benefits 

Please see Exhibit C.  

3. Explain how the request relates to the applicable decision criteria (MICC 19.15.240 for code 

amendments, and MICC 19.15.230(F) for Comprehensive Plan amendments).  

The proposal meets both the docketing criteria and the decision criteria, as follows: 

19.15.230.E. Docketing criteria. The following criteria shall be used to determine whether a 

proposed amendment is added to the final docket in subsection D of this section: 

1. The request has been filed in a timely manner, and either: 

Yes. The request was filed prior to October 1, 2023. 

a. State law requires, or a decision of a court or administrative agency has directed, such a 

change; or 

1090

Item 3.



3 
 

Not applicable. 

b. All of the following criteria are met: 

i. The proposed amendment presents a matter appropriately addressed through the 

comprehensive plan or the code; 

Yes. The proposed amendment is a change to the City’s Zoning Map, which is a change 

that can only be addressed through a change of the zoning map. 

ii. The city can provide the resources, including staff and budget, necessary to review the 

proposal, or resources can be provided by an applicant for an amendment; 

Yes. The proposal is occurring during the City’s annual docketing cycle, which we 

presume is adequately staffed and resourced by the City.  A simple map change should 

not require significant resources; any actual development on the site will require project 

specific environmental review and study, which costs would be borne by the applicant. 

iii. The proposal does not raise policy or land use issues that are more appropriately addressed 

by an ongoing work program item approved by the city council; 

No. The proposal does not raise larger policy or land use issues more appropriately 

addressed by an ongoing work program item.  This proposal avoids any larger rezone of 

similarly situated schools and institutions and focuses only on the SJCC site.  There is no 

current work program approved by the City Council that addresses rezone of the SJCC 

to conform to the historic use of the property. 

iv. The proposal will serve the public interest by implementing specifically identified goals of 

the comprehensive plan or a new approach supporting the city's vision; and 

Yes. The proposal serves the public interest and implements the following specific goals 

and vision of the city (responses to policies, where appropriate, in italics): 

• Residential Community. Mercer Island is principally a single-family residential 

community supported by healthy schools, religious institutions, and recreational 

clubs. (Comp. Plan, Community Values).  The proposal will allow the JCC, which is 

both a school and a recreational club open to all, to continue to serve Mercer Island. 

• Education is the Key. The community and its public and private institutions are 

committed to provide excellence in Education (Comp Plan, Community Values). 

The proposal allows the SJCC’s Early Childhood School to continue its excellent 

education of hundreds of young children on Mercer Island. 

• Community Services.  Mercer Island will continue to provide a wide range of 

education, cultural, and municipal services for the community’s varied population.  

Balanced and flexible programs will be necessary to meet the community’s 

evolving needs in education, recreation, and cultural enjoyment.  The community 

will maintain its broad range of quality basic services, including public safety, 
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human services, physical development and utilities.  At the same time, community 

leaders recognize that delivery of these services will take place in an arena of 

limited resources and heightened competition for tax revenues (Comp Plan, Values 

Manifested).  The SJCC provides a community center and educational, recreational, 

and cultural opportunities that are privately funded and do not burden the City’s 

budget.  

• Residential Land Use. Civic, recreation, and religious organizations are important 

and integral elements of the community character and fabric.  Their contribution 

and importance to the established community character should be reflected and 

respected in land use permit processes.  (Comp Plan, Values Manifested).  

Unfortunately, the single-family zoning has been interpreted by the City to not allow 

for the variances that would be necessary to rebuild and reconfigure the SJCC that 

would benefit the community.  We are hopeful that this request for rezone is 

respectfully considered and approved, so that we can build under the current CO 

zoning rules and do not require extensive or complicated workarounds.  

• Commercial Office and PBZ zones must serve the needs of the local population 

while remaining compatible with the overall residential character of the 

community. (Comp Plan, Land Use Issues, Outside the Town Center).  The 

Commercial Office zone, as developed in the future by the SJCC, will remain 

compatible and increase compatibility with the overall residential character of the 

community.  First, nothing will be built on the site that is not the SJCC, and we have 

shared our draft plans with the community.  Second, these plans improve on many of 

the required minimum development standards—better setbacks than required, less 

height than allowed, etc.  Finally, the proposal is adjacent to CO or Public zones and 

extends them southward.  The strip of single-family homes to our west is owned by 

the French American School of Puget Sound. 

• Goal 15.1. Existing land use policies, which strongly support the preservation of 

existing conditions in the single-family residential zones, will continue to apply.  

Changes to the zoning code or development standards will be accomplished 

through code amendments.  (Comp Plan, Land Use Goals). This goal is met.  The 

existing condition in this single-family zone that has existed for 54 years (pre-dating 

many of the homes that now exist next to the SJCC) will be maintained.  This map 

change simply changes the map to fit the use that has been here for 54 years.  

• Goal 15.4. Compatible permitted uses such as education, recreation, open spaces, 

government social services and religious activities will be encouraged.  The 

proposed amendment maintains the SJCC which provides education, art, culture, and 

recreation, and are a permitted uses in the CO zone. 

• Goal 17.4.  Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are 

predominantly located in single family residential areas of the Island.  

Development regulation should reflect the desire to retain viable and healthy 

social, recreational, educational, and religious organizations as community assets 

which are essential for the mental, physical and spiritual health of Mercer Island.  

As the City is aware, the current single-family zone has been amended and 

development standards interpreted in a way that does not allow the maintenance of 

viable and healthy organizations. Further, the remodeling criteria make it impossible 

to maintain a nonconforming status and make upgrades to facilities that are 
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necessary when a facility is well beyond its useful life, particularly given the concrete 

construction methods that were used in 1969.  As such, the redesignation to the CO 

zone is necessary to be consistent with this Goal and retain a viable and healthy 

SJCC on Mercer Island.  

• Goal 21.  Promote the use of green building methods, design standards, and 

materials…to reduce impacts on the built and natural environment and to 

improve the quality of life.  Green building should result in demonstrable benefits, 

through the use of programs such as, but not limited to, Built Green, LEED, The 

Living Building Challenge, Passive House, Salmon Safe, or other similar regional 

and recognized green building programs.  The new SJCC will be much more 

environmentally friendly than the current 54-year-old structure. 

• Goal 23.  Support the arts on Mercer Island.  The SJCC holds regular arts events, 

including the Seattle Jewish Film Festival.  The arts are deeply important to the 

SJCC and the SJCC’s auditorium, which would remain under the proposal, is one of 

only two large gathering spaces on the island for arts-related events. See Exhibit B. 

• Goal 25.  Preserve Mercer Island’s Heritage.  The SJCC is a piece of Mercer 

Island’s history. 

https://www.historylink.org/File/104#:~:text=In%20Seattle%2C%20the%20Jewish%

20Community,Davis%20and%20secretary%20Harry%20Ash. Allowing for the 

redesignation of the property will allow the SJCC to remain on the island and thrive 

for another 60 years.  

• Land Use Designations—CO.  The commercial office land use designation 

represents commercial areas within Mercer Island, located outside of Town 

Center, where the land use will be predominantly commercial office.  

Complementary land uses (e.g., healthcare uses, schools, places of worship, etc.) 

are also generally supported within this land use designation.  The CO zone reflects 

the use of the SJCC property, which has not been in single family residential use for 

over 54 years.  A CO zone is a much more appropriate reflection of reality. 

• Transportation Goal 6.1: Ensure compatibility between transportation facilities 

and services and adjacent land uses, evaluating aspects such as: potential impacts 

of transportation on adjacent land use; potential impacts of land development and 

activities on transportation facilities and services; and need for buffering and/or 

landscaping alongside transportation facilities.  While the zone of the property will 

change, the use will not change.  The project-specific transportation review for the 

SJCC project will analyze at a project-level transportation impacts that may be 

mitigated via trip reduction and physical improvements.  

• Transportation Goal 9.2.  Address parking overflow impacts on neighborhoods 

caused by major traffic generators such as schools, businesses, parks, and 

multifamily developments.  The SJCC proposal would add many more parking stalls 

which will reduce parking impacts to the neighborhood.  

v. The essential elements of the proposal and proposed outcome have not been considered by 

the city council in the last three years. This time limit may be waived by the city council if the 

proponent establishes that there exists a change in circumstances that justifies the need for the 

amendment. 
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The proposal has not been considered by the city council in the last three years. 

19.15.250.C. Rezone approval criteria. Decisions to reclassify property shall be consistent 

with the criteria specified below, stated in MICC 19.15.240.C.    

1. The amendment is consistent with policies and provisions of the Mercer Island 

comprehensive plan.   

Yes. The proposal is consistent with the policies and provisions of the Mercer Island 

Comprehensive Plan, as outlined above. 

2. The proposed reclassification is consistent with the purpose of the Mercer Island 

development code as set forth in MICC 19.01.010.  

MICC 19.01.010: The general purpose of this Code is to protect and promote health, safety, 

and the general welfare through the regulation of development within the city of Mercer Island.  

To that end, this Code classifies the land within the city into various zones and establishes the 

use of land and nature of buildings within those zones; controls the form of plats and 

subdivisions; regulates the construction of commercial and residential structures; and protects 

critical and sensitive areas within the city. 

The provisions of this Code are designed to consider light, air and access; to conserve and 

protect natural beauty and other natural resources; to provide coordinated development; to 

avoid traffic congestion; to prevent overcrowding of land; to facilitate adequate provisions for 

transportation, water, sewage, schools, parks and other public requirements; and to encourage 

the use of solar energy practices. 

This Code is to be interpreted as a whole, in view of the purpose set out in this section. 

If the general purpose of this development code conflicts with the specific purpose of any 

chapter of this development code, the specific purpose shall control. 

Yes. The proposed reclassification would protect and promote and improve the health, 

safety and general welfare of Mercer Island.  See Exhibit B. The reclassification would 

extend the CO zone.   

3. The proposed reclassification is an extension of an existing zone, or a logical transition 

between zones;  

Yes. The proposal would change the subject parcels to CO. There is adjacent CO land to 

the north of the parcel, and this boundary would be extended to the south to include the 

subject parcels.  The provisions of the CO zone create appropriate transitions between 

zones. 
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4. The proposed reclassification does not constitute an illegal site-specific rezone;  

The proposed reclassification does not constitute an illegal site-specific rezone, often 

known as an “illegal spot zone.” 

Washington law has established several criteria for when an illegal spot zone may be 

found to exist, none of which are met by the current proposal: 

     1. A smaller area is singled out of a larger area and given some special treatment. No. The 

proposal extends the CO zone and does not change the specific CO zone criteria.  

  

      2. The classification or use allowed in the smaller area is totally different from and 

inconsistent with the classification of surrounding land so as to disturb the tenor of the 

neighborhood and create an inconsistency or conflict of use with the uses allowed in the 

surrounding area.  No.  The SJCC use is already established on the site and will continue.  

The extension of the CO zone over the site simply allows for the rebuilding of the SJCC 

under the code.  The CO zone’s setbacks and development regulations ensure there is no 

inconsistency or conflict of use with the single family uses already adjacent to the SJCC.  

  

       3. The action necessary to create the smaller area is taken for the private gain of one person 

or group of persons rather than for the general welfare of the community as a whole. No. See 

above.  The SJCC benefits the welfare of the community as a whole.  

  

        4. The action taken is not in accordance with the comprehensive plan. We agree that the 

comprehensive plan would need to be amended (either concurrently or prior to the rezone 

being adopted) in order for the rezone to occur. We have submitted a comprehensive plan 

amendment application concurrently with this rezone application for the city’s 

consideration.   

McNaughton v. Boeing, 68 Wn.2d 659, P.2d 778 (1966). In addition, the McNaughton case 

also determined that a City may impose conditions, either unilaterally or by contract in 

connection with a zoning amendment  

5. The proposed reclassification is compatible with surrounding zones and land uses;  

Yes. The CO zone is compatible and allows for compatible uses with the B, CO, P, and R 

8.6 and R-9.6 zones, all adjacent or nearby the site.  The CO zone includes development 

regulations ensuring compatibility, including limitation of uses, increased setbacks, and 

height limits.   

6. The proposed reclassification does not adversely affect public health, safety, and 

welfare; and  

The proposed reclassification will not adversely impact the public health, safety or 

welfare.  See Exhibit B.   

1095

Item 3.



8 
 

7. If a comprehensive plan amendment is required in order to satisfy subsection C1 of 

this section, approval of the comprehensive plan amendment is required prior to or 

concurrent with the granting of an approval of the rezone.   

Agreed. The rezone would not occur unless and until the comprehensive plan map 

amendment redesignating the property to CO is adopted.  

19.15.250.D. Development code amendment decision criteria. The city may approve or 

approve with modifications a proposal to amend this code only if: 

1. The amendment is consistent with the comprehensive plan; and  

Yes.  See above.  The zoning map change is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

2. The amendment bears a substantial relation to the public health, safety, or welfare; and  

Yes.  See above.  The amendment benefits public health, safety, and welfare.   

3. The amendment is in the best interest of the community as a whole.   

Yes.  See Exhibit B as well as the application above.  A rezone of property allowing the 

SJCC to be renovated would allow the SJCC to remain on Mercer Island, which is 

beneficial of the Mercer Island community as a whole.   
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Exhibit A Zoning Map Change  
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Exhibit B 

Benefits of the Zoning Map Change 

There are several benefits to the Zoning Map change: 

The Stroum Jewish Community Center has served Mercer Island residents since opening in 

1969. For nearly 55 years, “the J” has welcomed people of every age, culture, and religion to 

build and amplify profound connection; creating and fortifying community that contributes 

significantly to the communal fabric of Mercer Island. Today the SJCC reaches nearly 3,000 

Mercer Island households throughout the year. On any given day, the J welcomes hundreds of 

Mercer Island residents, providing year-round early childhood education to over 200 children, 

afterschool care and recreational programming to dozens of middle schoolers, summer camp to 

~450 Mercer Island children, and a series of character-building and fitness offerings for 

teenagers and young adults. For adults, the SJCC presents daily recreation programs for 

hundreds exercising individually or in group classes, including about 30 seniors who exercise in 

AquaFit or Rock Steady Boxing1, building muscle strength and friendships that endure 

challenges facing mature adults. Added to that, the J has a community garden, teaches and hosts 

mahjong and bridge, organizes communal hikes, and provides a series of cultural arts programs 

in Mercer Island’s only functioning performing arts hall outside of the school district. With 30+ 

programs a year, SJCC brings feature films, dance, live music, culinary arts programs, and 

special topics to the entire community on Mercer Island. The SJCC ensures, through private 

financial support, that these programs are available to everyone, regardless of one’s ability to 

pay.  

As one of the longest-standing institutions on Mercer Island, the SJCC has helped connect and 

welcome generations of MI families, assuring MI residents—whether they are new or returning 

to their hometown—feel welcome and supported along life’s journey. 

The SJCC has also been one of Mercer Island’s largest employers, with nearly 140 year-round 

employees and over 215 summer employees. For many, the J is the first job they have, building 

responsibility and leadership skills, lifesaving skills like CPR, and a sense of purpose and 

community.  

In addition to the Mercer Island residents involved with the SJCC, the J brings people from 

around the Greater Seattle area that often, in addition to engaging with the J, will spend time and 

resources on Mercer Island for coffee, grocery shopping, dining, dry cleaning, and shopping at 

Island Books, Terra Bella, and more. 

The J’s vision is to be the Puget Sound’s most open and welcoming community-centered Jewish 

organization. SJCC leads with community in everything they do, and believes that many of the 

tightly woven MI bonds have started and been sustained through connections at the Stroum JCC. 

As a private organization, funded through programming fees and substantial private 

philanthropy, SJCC is the only private organization on Mercer Island that makes it possible for 

 
1 Rock Steady Boxing is supported by the King County Get Active/Stay Active program and serves people living with 
Parkinson’s disease. 

1098

Item 3.



11 
 

anyone to participate in their activities and programs, regardless of income, race/ethnicity, 

orientation, religion, or residence. With the increasing pressure of the cost of living on MI, the J 

remains accessible, welcoming, and community-oriented for everyone and anyone. 

A departure from Mercer Island, driven by an inability to rebuild facilities, would leave a 

vacuum. People of all ages would have fewer programs to choose from and fewer affordable 

options for fitness, enrichment, education, entertainment, gardening, and more. With the 

adoption of HB110 in the State legislature in 2023, the land on which The J is built—nearly eight 

and a half acres of residential property—could be converted into a housing development of 

approximately three dozen homes, 50 or more duplexes, and potentially, over 125 quadplexes 

with one (1) in four (4) being developed as affordable housing. An updated SJCC, on the other 

hand, would provide more certainty for neighbors and MI, while also mitigating lighting, traffic, 

and noise issues. Improved ADA accessibility would ensure people of all capabilities could 

safely and comfortably navigate the property and facility, and modern technology would assure 

the J is more environmentally sustainable. With sophisticated landscaping, the J would offer 

more attractive and low impact vegetation, better integrating the SJCC in its surroundings.  

In summary, the SJCC has been a Mercer Island mainstay for over 50 years. Hundreds of 

families rely on the SJCC for child development and childcare, character development, jobs, 

personal and professional enrichment, friendship in times of strength and strife, and the 

confidence knowing that they belong at the J, a place where everyone is welcome. A City 

Council decision to rezone the SJCC’s residentially zoned properties to Commercial Office 

zoning would bring comfort to everyone directly and indirectly touched by the J and the 

surrounding neighborhood, providing the certainty of knowing the J would continue to serve as a 

place that offers convenient opportunity for profound Islander connections for every generation. 
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Exhibit C 

Environmental Benefits of the Zoning Map Change 

There are several benefits to the Zoning Map change: 

• The Zoning Map change will align long-standing and ongoing operations with the City’s 

Zoning Map and facilitate the rebuild/renovation of the SJCC.  This will result in the 

following environmental benefits from the current SJCC: 

o A building that is compliant with current energy and environmental codes. The 

buildings were constructed in 1969 and 1980. A new and renovated building 

would use far less energy and would use sustainable building materials and 

techniques, including high efficiency mechanical and electrical systems. 

o A site that is compliant with current stormwater codes. Currently the parking lot 

sheet flows into the stormwater system. Low impact design and compliance with 

the current stormwater manual would be required of a new SJCC. 

o A building with sufficient parking capacity and traffic flow. Currently the parking 

for the SJCC and traffic flow can be congested. The new SJCC would include a 

one-story tall parking garage that is mostly buried underground to mitigate visual 

impacts, which would add parking stalls the building needs for adequate parking 

capacity. The rearrangement of the site would also allow for sufficient room for 

traffic queuing during busy pick-up and drop-off times, reducing current traffic 

issues in the area. 

o A large setback buffer from the single-family properties to the south. The 

proposed setbacks will reduce noise and light impacts from the current SJCC. 

o No parking lights on the south side of the property near single family residents. 

Currently light from parking lights may spill into neighboring houses and 

properties. All new lights would be placed to eliminate light spillage, and any 

required light fixtures would be cut-off to shield light.   
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Attachment 4: Docketing Criteria Analysis 
 

Proposed 
Amend. 

No. 

Criterion 1: appropriately 
addressed by Comp Plan 
or code 

Criterion 2: necessary staff 
and budget resources can 
be provided by city or 
applicant 

Criterion 3: doesn’t raise 
issues related to ongoing 
work program 

Criterion 4: serves public 
interest by implementing 
Comp Plan goals or 
supports City’s vision 

Criterion 5: has not been 
considered by City Council 
in the last 3 years 

1 
 

 
   

2 
 

 
   

3 
 

 
   

4 
 

 
   

5 
 

 
   

6 
 

 
   

7 
 

 
   

8 
 

 
   

9 
 

 
   

10 
 

 
   

11 P R O P O S A L  W I T H D R A W N  

12 
 

 
   

13 
 

 
   

14 
 

 
   

15 
 

 
   

16 
 

 
   

17 
 

 
   

 

 

 

The proposal could meet this criterion 

 

It is unclear or debatable whether the 
proposal could meet this criterion  

The proposal cannot meet this criterion 

 The proposal is a high priority for 
staff/budget resources 

 The proposal is a moderate priority for 
staff/budget resources 

 The proposal is a low priority for 
staff/budget resources 
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PC 
Recommendation

CC 
Decision AB Ord No. Notes

2020 PROPOSALS (2021 Docket) ‐ Adopted 12/01/2020

20‐1 CPA21‐001 Correct Comp Plan Land Use Map Y Y 5971 21‐26 Complete, review of 20‐1 and 20‐8 was 
consolidated under CPA21‐001

ZTR21‐004  6102 22C‐09 Complete

CPA22‐001 6172 22C‐17 Complete

ZTR21‐007 Transportation Impact Fee Rate Update 6092 22C‐06 Complete

ZTR21‐008 Park Impact Fee Rate Update 6093 22C‐07 Complete

20‐4 ZTR19‐003 Sign Regulations Y Y 5952 21C‐21 Complete

20‐5 ZTR19‐004 Wireless/Small Cell Regulations Y Y 5929 21C‐17 Complete

20‐6 ZTR21‐001 Implementation of Comp Plan Amendments N Y 5866 21C‐05 Complete

20‐7 ZTR21‐002 Conditional Use Permit Regulations N Y 5867 21C‐06 Complete

20‐8 CPA21‐001 Correct Comp Plan Land Use Map N Y 5971 21‐26 Complete, review of 20‐1 and 20‐8 was 
consolidated under CPA21‐001

20‐9 ZTR21‐005 Noise and Lighting C Y 6019 ‐ CC first reading completed, elected not 
to take further action

20‐10 Prioritization of the use of public ROW N N ‐ ‐
20‐11 RDS: GFA for Clerestory Space * N N ‐ ‐
20‐12 RDS: GFA for covered porches and decks * N N ‐ ‐
20‐13 RDS: Garages within 10 ft of front property line * N N ‐ ‐
20‐14 RDS: GFA for ADUs on small lots * N N ‐ ‐
20‐15 ZTR21‐006 Land Use Review Types and Noticing * N Y 6074 22C‐05 Complete

20‐16 RDS: parking requirements for smaller homes * N N ‐ ‐
2021 PROPOSALS (2022 Docket) ‐ Adopted 12/07/2021
21‐1 Increase Tree Retention to 50% Y N ‐ ‐
21‐2 New Impact Fee for Ped/Bike N N ‐ ‐
21‐3 Recategorize Intersections in Transportation Element Y N ‐ ‐
21‐4 ZTR22‐001 Amend Business Zone to Allow Schools Y Y 6270 23C‐08 Complete

21‐5 Allow additions to nonconforming homes in critical areas C N ‐ ‐
21‐6 Require Electric Heating C N ‐ ‐
21‐7 RDS: GFA for Clerestory Space * N N ‐ ‐

20‐3 Y Y

Town Center Commercial

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT CODE DOCKET ‐ PROGRESS REPORT

20‐2 Y Y
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21‐8 RDS: GFA for covered porches and decks * N N ‐ ‐
21‐9 RDS: Garages within 10 ft of front property line * N N ‐ ‐
21‐10 RDS: GFA for ADUs on small lots * N N ‐ ‐
21‐11 Land Use Review Types and Noticing * N N ‐ ‐ Docketed in 2020, see ZTR21‐006

21‐12 RDS: parking requirements for smaller homes * N N ‐ ‐
21‐13 Bike/Ped Plan Update Schedule Y N ‐ ‐
21‐14 ZTR21‐003 Remove Occupancy Limitations Y Y 6146 22C‐11 Complete

21‐15 ZTR21‐003 Allow 8 people in Adult Family Homes Y Y 6146 22C‐12 Complete

21‐16 ZTR22‐003 Transitional and Permanent Supportive Housing Y Y (tbd) (tbd)
Interim regulations renewed by 
Ord. No. 23C‐11

2022 PROPOSALS (2023 Docket) ‐ Adopted (TBD)

22‐1 ZTR23‐001 Allow SCUPs for Marina and Swim Facilities Y Y 6340 23C‐15
City review is complete, awaiting Dept. 
of Ecology approval

22‐2 RDS: GFA for Clerestory Space ** Y N
22‐3 RDS: GFA for covered porches and decks ** Y N
22‐4 RDS: Garages within 10 ft of front property line ** N N
22‐5 RDS: GFA for ADUs on small lots ** Y N
22‐6 RDS: parking requirements for smaller homes ** Y N
22‐7 Repeal Piped Watersourse Regulations Y N
22‐8 Amend Docketing Criteria Y N
22‐9 Town Center Commercial Height Limit ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ withdrawn prior to PC consideration

22‐10 Administrative Code Corrections ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ withdrawn prior to PC consideration

22‐11 Update Legal Lot Provisons ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ withdrawn prior to PC consideration

22‐12 Temporary Use Regulations ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ withdrawn prior to PC consideration

* Docket proposal in 2020 & 2021
** Docket proposal in 2020, 2021, & 2022
Y Yes
N No
C Consider
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