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OPEN SPACE CONSERVANCY TRUST BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES  
NOVEMBER 21, 2019 
 
 

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Chair Bender called the meeting to order at 6:16 PM. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Chair Marie Bender, Vice Chair Thomas Hildebrandt, Secretary Craig Olson, Trustee Carol Lynn Berseth, 
and Trustee Geraldine Poor. Council Liaison David Wisenteiner was absent.  
 
Staff present were Ryan Daly, Interim Parks and Recreation Director, Alaine Sommargren, Interim Parks 
Operations Manager, and Kim Frappier, Natural Resources Specialist. 
 
Minutes: 
 
Trustee Poor motioned and Trustee Berseth seconded to approve the September minutes.  
Motion passed: 5-0.  
 
Public Appearances:  
 
Jenny Harrington Lill and Michael Lill   
4821 88th Pl SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040 
Presented request to install bench in honor of their son, Ewan Lill, in Pioneer Park NW.  
 
Amy Richter 
4448 Ferncroft Road, Mercer Island 98040 
Spoke in support of the memorial bench for Ewan Lill. 
 
Ze’ev Young 
Spoke about the need for management of roots intruding into the trails of Pioneer SE. Mr. Young also 
spoke of his positive experience working with Parks and Recreation staff to address these concerns.  
 
 
Regular Business: 
 
(I) Bench Request 
 
Trustees discussed whether to install the memorial bench for Ewan Lill at the southwest corner of Pioneer 
NW. The suggested location is not one of the Parks Department’s pre-approved bench sites. Staff 
provided information regarding the responsibilities for installation, materials, and upkeep of the bench.  
 
Trustee Poor moved to approve the bench installation location as requested by Jenny and Michael Lill. 
Trustee Berseth seconded.  
Motion passed: 5-0 
 
 
(II) Roots in Accessible Trails 

 
Interim Parks Operations Manager Sommargren presented background information on accessible trail 
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requirements, noting that this issue is not addressed in the Pioneer Park Master Plan. She reported that 
Ze’ev Young, community member, met with Andrew Prince, the Parks Trails and Urban Forestry 
Specialist, to assess the roots growing up into the trail and potential tree impacts. She also reviewed 
options available to address in-trail root intrusions which include spray paint roots (so they are more 
visible), cut or grind roots, add gravel to regrade trail, or re-route trail.  
 
Trustees discussed the pros and cons of different solutions. Interim Park Operations Manager 
Sommargren explained that there were only two root intrusions connected to live trees. The plan of action 
will be as follows: (1) Remove (or grind down) roots associated with dead trees, (2) Add additional gravel 
and rocks to create a ramp over the live-root intrusions to protect the health of the trees. Interim Park 
Operations Manager Sommargren will work with Trails Specialist Prince to implement these first steps 
and report back to the Trust Board. 
 
(III) 2020 Work Plan Brainstorm 

 
Interim Parks Operations Manager Sommargren explained the process of developing the 2020 Work 
Plan. She inquired about adding an Eagle Scout recognition for Elliott Hendrickson to the January 
meeting. Secretary Olson will create a recognition and thank you letter to Elliott from the Trust. Work plan 
items added include:  
 

January Eagle Scout recognition 
March Parking encroachment along 84th Avenue SE; sword fern decline  
July PROS Plan; plant selection considerations; social trail decommission update 
September Permanent restroom facility 

 
(IV) Quadrant Reports 

 
NW Quadrant: Trustee Berseth  
Trustees inquired about herbicide treatments and tree removals. Staff reported on the invasive tree 
treatments and tree assessment projects.  
 
NE Quadrant: Trustee Poor and Trustee Bender 
Trustees reported seeing a lot of mud on trails. 
 
SE Quadrant: Secretary Hildebrandt and Trustee Olson 
Trustee Poor reported that she witnessed a dog chasing a deer in the SE Quadrant. Overall quadrant 
looks good. 
 
(V) Other business 

 
Secretary Hildebrandt reported that there has not been progress for the renovation of the Hatheway 
bench. 
 
(VI) Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 16, 2020.  
Adjournment: 7:28 PM  
 
_______________________________ 
Marie Bender, Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________ 
Kim Frappier, Scribe  
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