
 

CITY OF MADISON HEIGHTS 

CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 W. 13 MILE RD. 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

OCTOBER 09, 2023 AT 7:30 PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - COUNCILOR ROHRBACH 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

1. Additions/Deletions 

PRESENTATIONS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

ITEMS ON AGENDA OF INTEREST TO PARTIES IN THE AUDIENCE 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

2. Fire Prevention Week Proclamation 

3. Michigan Library Appreciation Month Proclamation  

4. Indigenous People's Day Resolution 

5. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of September 26, 2023 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

REPORTS: 

6. Human Resources Director - Resolution to Opt Out of PA 152 

ITEMS FOR FUTURE PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

BID AWARDS/PURCHASES: 

7. Fire Chief - Purchase of Replacement of Ambulance, Rescue Vehicle #713 

ORDINANCES: 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

MINUTES: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

ADJOURNMENT 

NOTICE: Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation through electronic 

means in this meeting should contact the City Clerk at (248) 583-0826 or by email:  clerks@madison-

heights.org  at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make 

reasonable accommodations. 
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DATE: October 4, 2023 

 

TO: City Council 

 

FROM: Melissa R. Marsh, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: Agenda Comments for the Regular Council Meeting of Monday, October 9, 2023 

 

 
 

The following are my comments on items appearing on the agenda of the Regular Council Meeting 

on Monday, October 9, 2023. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

It is the recommendation that the City Council approve the following items as part of the Consent 

Agenda: 

 

2023 FIRE PREVENTION WEEK PROCLAMATION 

City Council is scheduled to proclaim October 8 -14, 2023 as Fire Prevention Week throughout the 

City, and urges all residents to plan and practice a home fire escape.  In addition, all residents are 

encouraged to participate in the fire safety activities held during the Fire Department’s Open House 

at Fire Station 2 on Saturday, October 14, 2023 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

MICHIGAN LIBRARY APPRECIATION MONTH PROCLAMATION 

City Council is scheduled to proclaim October 2023 as Michigan Library Appreciation Month in the 

City of Madison Heights and encourages all residents, community organizations, and public officials 

to join in celebrating the libraries in our state, their dedicated staff, and the countless ways in which 

libraries enrich our lives and contribute to the betterment of society. 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARING THE SECOND MONDAY IN OCTOBER AS INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES DAY IN MADISON HEIGHTS 

City Council is scheduled to declare the second Monday in October, October 9th, as Indigenous 

People’s Day in Madison Heights.  

REPORTS: 

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR - RESOLUTION TO OPT OUT OF PA 152 

Public Act 152, as amended, limits the amount that public employers pay toward employee medical 

benefit plans, beginning January 1, 2012. City Council is required to make an election for its choice 

of compliance for the subsequent calendar year. 

Given that all of the City's Collective Bargaining Agreements approved by City Council provide for 

10% employee premium sharing, Council is requested to opt-out of PA 152 as allowable under that 

statute. 

Staff recommends Council adopt the Resolution to Opt Out of PA 152 as presented. 
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Agenda Comments 
September 21, 2023 
Page 2 
 

  

BID AWARDS/PURCHASE: 

FIRE CHIEF – PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT AMBULANCE, RESCUE VEHICLE #713. 

Consistent with the City's Capital Improvement Plan, Rescue 713 is scheduled for replacement in 

the adopted 2023-24 fiscal year budget. Funds have been set aside in two phases, beginning with 

last year's budget totaling $295,000. The new ambulance will replace a 2015 Freightliner ambulance 

with 108,758 miles. The new ambulance will mirror the two most recent Ford F550 Road Rescues.  

The City will utilize its inter-local purchasing contract with the Houston-Galveston Area Council 

(HGAC) as we have done with the previous five fire department vehicle purchases.  

Two significant cost increases contributed to a higher-than-expected final price than the amount used 

in the previous budgets. First, Road Rescue no longer has a 2022 Ford chassis and will now use 2023 

½ chassis. Second, there was a severe drop in the Ford GPC discount. However, we secured 

additional funding over the trade-in price received from Emergency Vehicle Plus by selling the 

Freightliner to the City of Ferndale.   

Should the Council wish to proceed with the purchase of Replacement Vehicle #713, two motions 

will be necessary.  Staff recommends that the Council adopt the following motions: 

1. To approve a budget amendment to increase Sales of Fixed Assets, account #101-046-673-

0000, by $47,000.00 and increase the expenditure line-item Vehicles, account # 101-336-

985-0000, by $58,039.70 

 

2. To approve the replacement of rescue vehicle #713 and the purchase of a 2023 Road 

Rescue from the most qualified bidder under the Houston-Galveston Area Council 

Cooperative Purchasing Program, Emergency Vehicle Plus, in the amount of $353,039.70.  
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Greg Lelito, Fire Chief

$0

N/A

2023 Fire Prevention Week October 8 - 14, 2023.

No action is required.

Presentations

Fire Prevention Week Proclamation

10/9/23

$0
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City of Madison Heights  
2023 Fire Prevention Week Proclamation 

WHEREAS, the City of Madison Heights is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those 
living in and visiting our city; and 

WHEREAS, home fires killed more than 2,800 people in the United States in 2021, according to the 
National Fire Protection Association, and fire departments in the United States responded to 338,000  
home fires; and 

WHEREAS, cooking is the leading cause of home fires, and two of every five home fires start in the 
kitchen, with 31% of these fires resulting from unattended cooking; and  

WHEREAS, more than half of reported non-fatal home cooking fire injuries occurred when the victims 
tried to fight the fire themselves; and 

WHEREAS, residents should turn pot handles toward the back of the stove; always keep a lid nearby 
when cooking; keep a three-foot kid-free zone around the stove, oven, and other things that could get 
hot; watch what they heat; and set a timer to remind them that they are cooking; and 

WHEREAS, residents who have planned and practiced a home fire escape plan are more prepared 
and will therefore, be more likely to survive a fire; and 

WHEREAS, working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in reported home fires almost in half; and 

WHEREAS, the 2023 Fire Prevention Week theme, “Cooking safety starts with YOU. Pay attention to 
fire prevention,” effectively reminds us to stay alert and use caution when cooking to reduce the risk 
of kitchen fires. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City does hereby proclaim October 8-14, 2023, as 
Fire Prevention Week throughout the City, and urge all residents to plan and practice a home fire 
escape.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all residents are encouraged to participate in the fire safety 
activities held during the Fire Department’s Open House at Fire Station 2 on Saturday, October 14, 
2023, from 11 am to 2 pm. 
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Michigan Library Appreciation Month October 2023 

Proclamation 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Library Association (MLA) annually designates the month of October as a statewide observance 

to celebrate the contributions of Michigan's public, school, academic, tribal, cooperative and special libraries;  

 WHEREAS, Michigan’s libraries are essential institutions that serve as cornerstones of knowledge, learning, and 

community engagement; and 

WHEREAS, The Madison Heights Public Library plays a vital role in fostering education, lifelong learning, and literacy for 

people of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities; and 

WHEREAS, The Madison Heights Public Library provides a welcoming and inclusive environment that encourages 

exploration, discovery, and personal growth; and 

WHEREAS, The Madison Heights Public Library offers access to a diverse array of resources including books, digital 

media, educational programs, and technology; and 

WHEREAS, The Madison Heights Public Library plays a significant role in promoting the right to read and the right to 

access information, enabling individuals to make informed decisions and engage in open discourse; and 

WHEREAS, The Madison Heights Public Library provides essential services to underserved communities, bridging the 

digital divide and offering critical support for job seekers, students, and individuals seeking to improve their lives; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The City Of Madison Heights do hereby proclaim October 2023 as Michigan Library 

Appreciation Month. During this time, I encourage all residents, community organizations, and public officials to join in 

celebrating the libraries in our state, their dedicated staff, and the countless ways in which libraries enrich our lives and 

contribute to the betterment of society. 

 

 

  

 

Roslyn Grafstein 
Mayor 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Toya D. Aaron  Mark A. Bliss 
Councilwoman  Mayor Pro Tem 

  

 

Sean D. Fleming  Emily J. Rohrbach 
Councilman  Councilor 

 

 
 

 
 
 

David M. Soltis  Quinn J. Wright 
Councilor  Councilor 
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A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MADISON 

HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN, DECLARING THE SECOND MONDAY IN OCTOBER 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY  

WHEREAS, the City of Madison Heights recognizes the annexation of the Odawa, 

Ojibwe, and Potawatomi Indigenous Nations who have lived upon this land and 

values the progress our society has accomplished through Native American 

thought and culture; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Madison Heights recognizes the need honor the city’s 

Native American residents, Michigan’s 12 federally recognized tribes, state 

historic tribes and all Indigenous people who come from across the western 

hemisphere to live and work within Madison Heights; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Madison Heights understands that in order to help close 

the equity gap, government entities, organizations, and other public institutions 

must change their policies and practices to better reflect experiences of Native 

American peoples and uplift our country’s indigenous roots, history, and 

contributions; and  

WHEREAS, the idea of Indigenous People’s Day was first proposed in 1977 by a 

delegation of Native Nations to the United Nations – sponsored International 

Conference on Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations in the Americas; 

and  

WHEREAS, in 1990, representatives from 120 Indigenous Nations at the First 

Continental Conference on 500 Years of Indian Resistance unanimously passed 

a resolution to transform Columbus Day into an opportunity to educate the rest 

of the country about pre-existing indigenous cultures that have survived an often 

violent colonization process and continue to exist and thrive in present day 

America; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Madison Heights shall 

recognize Indigenous People’s Day, replacing Columbus Day, on the second 

Monday of October; and 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Madison Heights encourages  

1. All public offices and businesses in the City to refer to the second Monday in 

October as Indigenous People’s Day rather than Columbus Day: and 
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2. City Council urges all schools, school districts and children’s educational 

programs in Madison Heights to join in the celebration of Indigenous Peoples’ 

Day with appropriate social, cultural and educational activities recognizing the 

historical and continuing contributions of Native American people to our society.  

 

 

   

Roslyn Grafstein 

Mayor 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Toya D. Aaron  Mark A. Bliss 

Councilwoman  Mayor Pro Tem 

  

 

Sean D. Fleming  Emily J. Rohrbach 

Councilman  Councilor 

  

 

 

 

 

David M. Soltis  Quinn J. Wright 

Councilor  Councilor 

8

Item 4.



  1  

 

City Council Regular Meeting 

Madison Heights, Michigan 

September 26, 2023 

 

A City Council Regular Meeting was held on Tuesday, September 26, 2023 at 7:30 PM at City 

Hall - Council Chambers, 300 W. 13 Mile Rd. 

PRESENT 

Mayor Roslyn Grafstein 

Councilwoman Toya Aaron 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark Bliss 

Councilman Sean Fleming 

Councilor Emily Rohrbach 

Councilman David Soltis 

Councilor Quinn Wright 

ALSO PRESENT 

City Manager Melissa Marsh 

Assistant City Attorney Tim Burns 

City Clerk Cheryl Rottmann 

 

The invocation was given by Councilman Fleming and the Pledge of Allegiance followed. 

 

CM-23-242. Addition to the Agenda. 

Motion to approve the addition of Citizen's Academy Certificates of Completion under 

Presentations. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilwoman Aaron. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

PRESENTATIONS: 

On behalf of the City Council, Mayor Grafstein presented Certificates of Completion to the 

attendees of this year's Citizens Academy.  She thanked them for their commitment to learning 

more about the operations of their local government and encouraged others to attend a future 

Citizen's Academy. 

 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

Richard Taylor, resident, stated that he has requested public records from other cities at the City 

of Madison Heights and he believes Madison Heights should be able to provide this information 

since we are in Oakland County. 
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Kathy Sapia, resident, expressed opposition to any expansion of the gas station on Dartmouth and 

12 Mile Road. 

David Douchene, resident, expressed concern and opposition to the operation of Iced Top Records 

located near his house.  He stated the videos they create are obscene and upset the 

neighborhood.  Mayor Grafstein stated the City administration will look into the matter.  

Nicole Fox, resident, gave thanks to the Police and DPS departments for their assistance with their 

neighborhood block party.  She provided an update on the activities of the HREC including the 

most recent native plant sale. She supports crosswalk visibility enhancements and expressed 

opposition to increasing the number of marihuana businesses in the City, noting that increasing 

access increases use rates among youth.   

 

CM-23-243.  Consent Agenda. 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda, as read. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-244. Replacement of Patrol Car 106. 

Motion to approve the purchase of one Dodge Durango Pursuit, from Galeana's Van Dyke 

Dodge, of Warren, Michigan, in the total amount of $34,707 under the Oakland County 

cooperative purchasing bid. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-245. Resolution for Designation of Street Administrator. 

Motion to approve the resolution designating Director of Public Service Sean P. 

Ballantine as the Act 51 Street Administrator for the City of Madison Heights and 

authorize the City Clerk to sign on behalf of the City. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 
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Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-246. 2023-24 RCOC Winter Maintenance Contract. 

Motion to approve the 2023-24 Winter Maintenance Contract with the Road Commission 

for Oakland County (RCOC) and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign on behalf 

of the City. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-247. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of September 11, 2023. 

Motion to approve the Regular meeting minutes of September 11, 2023, as printed. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-248. Agreement for Elections Services between Oakland County, Madison 

Heights and Royal Oak for Early Voting. 

Motion to approve the Election Services agreement between Oakland County, Madison 

Heights, and Royal Oak. 

In response to Mayor Pro Tem Bliss' question, City Clerk Rottmann stated that to be part 

of the Oakland County partnership, the Early Voting Site is designated as a permanent 

location to provide clarity and consistency to voters so that they know where to Early 

Vote for every election.  Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Councilman Fleming, and Mayor 

Grafstein expressed their preference to have the location rotate. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-249. Recycling Cart Grant Agreement with EGLE & The Recycling 

Partnership.  

Motion to accept both grant awards of $403,200.00 from Michigan EGLE and $105,600 

from the Recycling Partnership and allow the City Manager to sign the grant agreement 
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on behalf of the city; and approve the allocation of $540,000 to the FY 2025 Budget to 

cover the costs of Trash Carts and Assembly and Delivery of 19,200 Carts to 9,600 

Households. 

Discussion followed on how the program would be included in the next year’s fiscal 

budget; how to handle those that have already purchased recycling carts, that the program 

would provide a trash toter and/or trash can to participating residents, and what other 

types of improvements could be made with the City's matching funds if this grant 

agreement wasn’t approved. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Councilman Fleming, Councilor 

Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor Wright 

Voting Nay:  Mayor Pro Tem Bliss 

Motion carried 6-1. 

 

CM-23-250. Dequindre Streetlighting – Budget Amendment. 

Motion to approve a Budget Amendment in the amount of $12,397 to account 202-474-

987-0000 for Dequindre Streetlighting. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilwoman Aaron. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-251. Dequindre Streetlighting. 

Motion to approve the installation of streetlighting on Dequindre Road at a cost of 

$232,397 as presented and authorize the City Manager to request and execute an 

Agreement for Municipal Street Lighting through DTE. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Aaron, Seconded by Councilor Rohrbach. 

Voting Yea: Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-252. Ordinance 2196 Medical Marihuana Facilities Amendment, First 

Reading. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2196, Medical Marihuana Facilities Amendment, on First 

Reading and schedule a Second Reading for October 23, 2023. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilman Fleming. 
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Roll Call Vote: 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming 

Voting Nay:  Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor Wright 

Motion carried 4-3. 

 

CM-23-253. Ordinance 2197 Marihuana Licensing Amendment, First Reading. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2197, Marihuana Licensing Amendment, on First Reading 

and schedule a Second Reading for October 23, 2023. 

Councilor Rohrbach stated that she strongly disagreed with this amendment.  When the 

City Council initially agreed to the green zone map, she agreed; but at that time, this was 

the agreed upon final map and she is disappointed that we are not sticking to that oath. 

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss stated that the reason the City Council must do this is because of a 

lawsuit and the changes are part of the settlement; further it allows us to bring in funding 

as opposed to fighting it and spending money. 

Councilman Fleming stated he concurred with Mayor Pro Tem Bliss’ comments.  He 

stated that this will help with funding some of our projects.  These are retail environments 

as well as medical, and the benefit is good for the community overall.  He added that the 

green zone map is not changing a lot; it includes the same number of properties. 

Councilman Soltis stated that he has been against marihuana businesses coming into the 

City from the very beginning; if we didn't have it in the first place, we wouldn't be in this 

mess.   

Councilor Wright stated that he is voting no.  This is an example of how marihuana 

businesses can and have become a slippery slope.  Increasing the proximity makes it more 

accessible to children.  Three businesses were the number we agreed upon as a body, and 

now we are going to five. 

Councilwoman Aaron stated that when this was initially brought to her, she was 

opposed.  She continued by noting that her son is part of CADCA, and she had to have a 

hard conversation with him.  Her reason for voting yes is due to the lawsuit and how 

would we recoup our monies if we continued to legally fight the lawsuit, and part of the 

settlement offers funding opportunities to the community.  While she is not totally for 

this, it would allow funding for other projects. 

Councilor Wright stated that this is a passionate topic; however, the City Council has 

pushed back on less and spent more to push back on less.   

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss stated that the amount of money brought into the City is 

significant; it is not always easy decisions Council makes, and we can spend up to 1/2 

million dollars or receive a million dollars.   

 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming 

Voting Nay:  Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor Wright 

Motion carried 4-3. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Councilwoman Aaron stated please understand that being part of Council requires making tough 

decisions; part of being a leader and a parent is making hard decisions.  We all need to stand by 

the decisions that we make.  

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss commented that he is also a parent of middle schoolers who walk to school 

often.  The intersections near Page Middle School need to be a dedicated school zone to reduce 

speeds and signage and it needs to be expanded.  We must protect our students; especially those 

that have to cross 12 Mile Road.  By making a dedicated school zone, it may not prevent accidents, 

but hopefully will reduce the severity of accidents and that is critical.  It was great to see everyone 

at the Civic Center Grand Opening; it was jam packed and a great event.  He appreciates everyone 

that came out and supported the project.  If you haven't seen it yet, please come visit and check out 

our new facility. 

Councilor Wright concurred with Mayor Pro Tem Bliss’ comments on the Civic Center Grand 

Opening.  He stated that he is serving on the Oakland County Racial Justice Committee and was 

able to host a meeting here at the Civic Center Complex and it is nice to have a world class 

facility.  He reminded everyone that an election is coming; please register to vote - voting is your 

opportunity to share your input.  Voting is one of the most American things you can do.  He noted 

that he is wearing red in solidarity with the unions and stands with those that are fighting today for 

increased wages and better benefits.  He expressed congratulations to those who graduated from 

the Citizens Academy, noting it is a great program and gave kudos to those who participated. He 

encouraged everyone to come out on October 14th to the Motorama and Smoke; it will be a fun 

event, please participate.   

Assistant City Attorney Burns had no comments this evening. 

City Manager Marsh had no comments this evening. 

City Clerk Rottmann thanked the City Council for their support of the Early Voting agreement.  

She stated that absentee ballots will be mailed at the end of this week; if you haven’t already 

requested a ballot, you can do so online, in-person or by calling and we can send an application to 

you.  She noted that Early Voting is being piloted by Oakland County for this election and many 

of the rules are not in place yet, so be patient and she stated the early voting dates and hours. 

Councilor Rohrbach thanked the HREC membership for their participation with the plant sale.  She 

stated to make sure when you are getting ready vote, to research who you are going to vote for as 

well as research our charter amendment questions.  Information is online to review your choices 

and options.  

Councilman Fleming noted that last Tuesday was the Veterans Resource Fair with Oakland 

County, HUD, mental health counselors, housing assistance, and veteran’s organizations.  These 

are the types of events he is trying to bring to the City for the residents.  He supports changes for 

slowing down traffic on 12 Mile Road and noted that the City doesn't have all the crossing guards 
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that we need; it is an important job, and he would like to see safety changes made.  The traffic 

lighting on Dequindre is very important as well, and he is happy about these improvements.  He 

stated that he is part of the Communication Workers of America, and a lot of our neighbors are 

striking – CWA, Blue Cross Blue Shield, and the UAW.  All are fighting for fair wages and 

improvements in healthcare.  If you see your neighbors struggling due to striking, please support 

them. 

Councilman Soltis encouraged the public to get their Covid shot booster.  He gave a shout out to 

City Manager Marsh for her work on this new building and stated that he appreciated all her efforts 

and her work on Citizen’s Academy.  She does a fantastic job, and we are lucky to have her.  He 

stated they do disagree at times on Council, but we are still a sound Council, we respect each other, 

and he is proud to be part of City Council. 

Mayor Grafstein informed those that aren't aware, we have had a couple of pedestrian traffic 

accidents; one was a fatality on Dequindre, and one involved a student.  If you are interested in 

being a crossing guard, please reach out to the City.  Remember to be a good neighbor and don't 

speed in residential areas.  She thanked Councilman Fleming and the Crime Commission for 

hosting the Canine Demonstration.  She gave a big shout out to Sean Ballantine for his efforts on 

the Grand Opening of Civic Center Complex and thanked everyone for being so welcoming to her 

mother who was visiting from Toronto.  Hats off to Melissa Marsh for including the new Civic 

Center in our Strategic Plan.  The buildings are more energy efficient, have a more efficient use of 

space, and increased the space for the Active Adult Center.  If you haven't visited, please 

come.  She stated that when she first came on the Council, she wanted to revive the Environmental 

Citizens Committee.  While the ECC has accomplished a lot, recycling was pushed to the back 

burner and Assistant to the City Manager Adam Owczarzak was able to find a grant to make it 

happen, so thank you.  Please exercise your right to vote, she noted that she has always participated 

in voting - use your right.  Last year, there was a bike race called Crank Cross at Civic Center Park 

and the event is returning this Saturday. The next meeting of the City Council will be October 9, 

2023. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Having no further business, Mayor Grafstein adjourned the meeting at 8:53 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Amy J. Misczak, HR Director/Purchasing Coordinator

n/a

n/a

Public Act 152, as amended, limits the amount that public employers pay toward employee medical benefit
plans, beginning January 1, 2012. City Council is required to make an election for its choice of compliance
for the subsequent calendar year.

Given that all of the City's Collective Bargaining Agreements approved by City Council provide for 10%
employee premium sharing, Council is requested to opt-out of PA 152 as allowable under that statute.

Reports

Resolution to Opt Out of PA 152

October 9, 2023

n/a
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RESOLUTION TO OPT OUT OF PA 152 

 

WHEREAS, PA 152, passed by the state Legislature, was designed to lessen the 

burden of employee healthcare costs on public employers; 

 
WHEREAS, Communities are given three options for complying with the 

requirements of the Bill; 

 
WHEREAS, those three options are as 

follows: 

 
1)       Apply the Hard Cap (capped dollar amount each government 

employer may pay towards an employee’s healthcare costs); 

 
2)       Adopt by majority vote the 80%/20% (employer/employee) cost-

sharing model; 

 

3)       Opt out of the cost-sharing model by a super majority vote of five as 

set forth in the bill and revisit it prior to the next year. 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Madison Heights has determined to opt out of the cost-

sharing model by a super majority vote of five as set forth in the bill as its choice of 

compliance under PA 152; 

 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Madison Heights City Council 

elects to comply with the requirements of the Publicly Funded Health Insurance 

Contribution Act by opting out of the cost-sharing model as set forth in PA 152. 
 

 

Yeas:                                                                                                                    
 

Nays:                                                                                                                   
 

 

CERTIFICATION:          I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

complete resolution adopted by the City Council for the City of Madison Heights at 

a regular meeting held this             day of                                  2023. 
 

____________________________________ 

Cheryl E. Rottmann 
City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Greg Lelito, Fire Chief

$353,039.70

101-336

See attached report.

To approve the purchase of a 2023 Road Rescue from the most qualified bidder under the
Houston-Galveston Area Council Cooperative Purchasing Program. Emergency Vehicle Plus, in the
amount of $353,039.70. If to be approved a budget amendment will also be needed to increase Sale of
Fixed assets 101-046-673-0000 by $47,000 and to increase the expenditure 101-336-985-0000 Vehicles
by $58,039.70.

Presentations

Purchase of Replacement Rescue 713

10/9/23

$295,000
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

To: Melissa Marsh, City Manager  

From:  Greg Lelito, Fire Chief 

Re: Capital Purchase Rescue 713 

Date: 9/28/2023 

CC: Amy Misczak, HR Director/Purchasing Coordinator 

 

Consistent with the City's Capital Improvement Plan, Rescue 713 is scheduled for replacement in the 

adopted 2023-24 fiscal year budget. Funds have been set aside in two phases, beginning with last year's 

budget totaling $295,000. The new ambulance will replace a 2015 Freightliner ambulance with 108,758 

miles. The new ambulance will mirror the two most recent Ford F550 Road Rescues. 

 

The City will utilize its inter-local purchasing contract with the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-

GAC) as we have done with the previous five fire department vehicle purchases. The H-GAC expedites 

and makes the procurement process more efficient; H-GAC is a government-to-government cooperative 

purchasing, allowing the City access to volume purchasing and discounts. The program eliminates the 

delay of writing bid specs and provides the City with the best ambulance possible while maintaining 

fiscal responsibility. 

 

Emergency Vehicle Plus is the authorized dealer for Road rescue in Michigan and has worked with the 

City with three prior ambulance purchases. Attached with the memo is the quote received from 

Emergency Vehicle Plus through the H-GAC bid procurement process.  

 

Two significant cost increases contributed to a higher-than-expected final price than the amount used in 

the previous budgets. First, Road Rescue no longer has a 2022 Ford chassis and will now use 2023 ½ 

chassis. Second, there was a severe drop in the Ford GPC discount. However, we secured additional 

funding over the trade-in price received from Emergency Vehicle Plus by selling the Freightliner to the 

City of Ferndale.  
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Staff and I recommend that the Council award a Road Rescue ambulance purchase from Emergency 

Vehicle Plus for $353,039.70. $295,000 was budgeted, and we received $47,000 from the sale of the 

ambulance. If approved, a budget amendment will also be needed to increase Sales of fixed assets 

account #101-046-673-0000 by $47,000.00 and increase the expenditure line item Vehicles account # 

101-336-985-0000 by $58,039.70,  

 

If you have any questions or comments regarding this, I'd happily respond to them.  
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