
 

CITY OF MADISON HEIGHTS 

CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 W. 13 MILE RD. 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2023 AT 7:30 PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - MAYOR PRO TEM BLISS 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

1. Additions/Deletions 

PRESENTATIONS 

2. Director of Public Services - 2023 Summer Beautification Awards 

3. Presentation National Preparedness Month 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

ITEMS ON AGENDA OF INTEREST TO PARTIES IN THE AUDIENCE 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

4. City Council Special Meeting Minutes of August 28, 2023 

5. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of August 28, 2023 

6. City Council Special Meeting Minutes of August 30, 2023 

7. Director of Public Services - FY 2024 SMART Municipal and Community Credits Contract 

Resolution 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

REPORTS: 

8. Finance Director - Contract for Assessing Services with Oakland County, 2-year agreement. 

9. Finance Director - Accelerated Tax Foreclosure Resolution 

ITEMS FOR FUTURE PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

BID AWARDS/PURCHASES: 

10. Purchasing Coordinator - Custodial Services Contract Award 

ORDINANCES: 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

MINUTES: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

ADJOURNMENT 

NOTICE: Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation through electronic 

means in this meeting should contact the City Clerk at (248) 583-0826 or by email:  clerks@madison-
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heights.org  at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make 

reasonable accommodations. 
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DATE: September 6, 2023 

 

TO: City Council 

 

FROM: Melissa R. Marsh, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: Agenda Comments for the Regular Council Meeting of Monday, September 11, 2023 

 

 
 

The following are my comments on items appearing on the agenda of the Regular Council Meeting 

on Monday, September 11, 2023. 

PRESENTATIONS:  

2023 SUMMER BEAUTIFICATION AWARDS 

Department of Public Services Director Sean Ballantine has requested time to make a presentation 

of all the nominations and awards for the 2023 Summer Beautification Awards.  This year’s first 

and second-place winners are 29068 Fourner and 28305 Brush, respectively.  

OAKLAND COUNTY NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH 

In honor of National Preparedness Month, Mike Looper, an Emergency Management Specialist with 

Oakland County Emergency Management, will be making a 15-20-minute presentation.  In addition, 

he will be setting up a table at the entrance to the Council Chambers with information for residents.   

REPORTS: 

ASSESSING SERVICES CONTRACT – OAKLAND COUNTY EQUALIZATION 

Since July 2011, the City of Madison Heights has contracted assessing services to Oakland County 

Equalization. The current agreement expired on June 30, 2023, and Oakland County Equalization is 

proposing a renewal contract for a 2-year term. This proposed renewal is essentially the same as the 

current contract except for a 4% per parcel increase. This is in line with the proposal given to all 

other communities that contract with Oakland County for these services.  

The fiscal year 2024 budget was approved in the amount of $213,309; the anticipated cost of this 

proposal totals $221,779 for fiscal year 2024 and $230,630 for fiscal year 2025. Therefore, a Budget 

Amendment in the amount of $8,470 is also being requested for 101-257-818-0000 for the current 

fiscal year 2024 budget. 

ACCELERATED TAX FORECLOSURE RESOLUTION 

The "Certification of Abandoned Property for Accelerated Forfeiture Act" (MCL 211.961) allows 

for property with delinquent taxes and is certified abandoned by the local governing body to enter 

an accelerated foreclosure process in which the County Treasurer's Office can foreclose on the 

property 1-year earlier than the regular 3-year foreclosure process. Accelerating the tax foreclosure 

process is a useful tool to expedite removing abandoned property and reduce blight. A resolution for 
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certification of abandoned property for accelerated forfeiture act is included for your review and 

approval consideration. 

Staff recommends that the Council approve the Certification of Abandoned Property for Accelerated 

Forfeiture Act resolution. 

BID AWARDS/PURCHASE  

Madison Heights has renewed the custodial contracts with its current contractors, Giant Janitorial 

and RoadRunr Maintenance, for services at various City buildings at the same unit pricing since 

2012, a cost containment measure that was a benefit to the City during that time span.  With the 

completion of the new construction at Civic Center Complex, and the resulting changes in square 

footage, flooring materials, and number of sanitary facilities, staff determined that it would be in the 

City’s best interest to solicit new proposals for custodial services.  Therefore, staff prepared Request 

for Proposal including custodial specifications for City Hall, Active Adult Center, Library, 43rd 

District Court, Police Department, and Department of Public Services buildings.  Out of the one 

hundred seventy-seven (177) vendors who were emailed a notice regarding this opportunity, forty-

one (41) companies downloaded the detailed specifications, and ten (10) vendors attended the 

mandatory walkthrough resulting in seven (7) proposals being received.   

We are currently operating under a month-to-month agreement with our current providers. The new 

initial contract term for custodial services is targeted for October 1, 2023, through June 30, 2025.  

The low apparent bidder for all buildings is Du-All Cleaning Inc. out of Sterling Heights, with a 

projected annual cost of $234,066.72 for all buildings.  The City subtracted an estimated amount for 

expendable supplies to confirm that the pricing would provide for adequate services and competitive 

wages, which would be greater than minimum wage and in line with area market conditions. 

After reviewing the bid and speaking with a representative of Du-All it confirmed that Du-All would 

be able to have staff available to be fingerprinted and cleared, as well as sufficient supplies to take 

over the contracts for all listed buildings effective October 1st.  We also checked references for Du-

All with Royal Oak Police Department, City of Roseville Public Services and Shelby Township 

general offices.  Each provided positive feedback.  

Therefore, staff and I would respectfully recommend that the custodial contract be awarded to Du-

All Cleaning for an initial contract period beginning October 1, 2023, through and including June 

30, 2025 at a base 12-month cost of $234.066.72 or $19,505 per month.  Staff and I would request 

Council authorize the parties to extend on a year-to-year basis thereafter with the option to include 

increases in line with documented expendable product charges or increases in minimum wage.  Staff 

would also respectfully request that Council authorize the City to cancel the contract on a building-

by-building basis if necessary due to non-performance, in which case the City would approach either 

Core Clean Services or GDI (the second and third low bidders, respectively) to take over individual 

buildings.  This initial contract award will require a budget amendment of $40,242.  Should any 

subsequent increases due to expendable product increases, wage increases, or reassignment of 

individual building contracts reach Council threshold of $15,000, approximately 6.4% of the total 

contract, staff will submit an additional agenda item for review and approval. 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Sean P. Ballantine, Director of Public Services

N/A

N/A

Presentation of the 2023 Summer Beautification Awards

This year's first and second place winners are 29068 Fourner, and 28305 Brush, respectively. The DPS
Director requests time to make a brief award presentation and play a short PowerPoint slide show of the
winners and nominees outstanding displays.

Presentations

DPS - 2023 Summer Beautification Awards

9/11/23

N/A
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CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Holiday Light and Summer Beautification Award programs provide 
recognition of and incentive for pride in the City of Madison Heights; and, 
 

WHEREAS, attractive, well-maintained landscaping and horticultural beauty improve our 
City’s overall appearance and provide a sense of civic pride and community involvement; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Beautification Committee consists of the Active Adult Advisory Board and 
DPS supervisory staff; and,  
 

WHEREAS, on the afternoon of July 25, 2023, the Beautification Committee viewed many 
well landscaped and beautifully maintained homes throughout the City; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the effort put forth by all Madison Heights’ residents and businesses to make our 
City beautiful does not go unnoticed or unappreciated in the City of Progress. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council extend their 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the 2023 Beautification Award First Place winners 
 

Mark and Linda Lenart 
29068 Fourner 

 

for maintaining a beautiful home, and extend this certificate as a symbol of our appreciation 
for their civic-minded contributions to the City of Madison Heights.   
 
 
 

   

Roslyn Grafstein 
Mayor 

 
 
 

  
 

Toya D. Aaron  Mark A. Bliss 
Councilwoman  Mayor Pro-Tem 

  

 
Sean D. Fleming  Emily J. Rohrbach 

Councilman  Councilor 

  
 

 
 
 

David M. Soltis  Quinn J. Wright 
Councilman  Councilor 
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CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Holiday Light and Summer Beautification Award programs provide 
recognition of and incentive for pride in the City of Madison Heights; and, 
 

WHEREAS, attractive, well-maintained landscaping and horticultural beauty improve our 
City’s overall appearance and provide a sense of civic pride and community involvement; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Beautification Committee consists of the Active Adult Advisory Board and 
DPS supervisory staff; and,  
 

WHEREAS, on the afternoon of July 25, 2023, the Beautification Committee viewed many 
well landscaped and beautifully maintained homes throughout the City; and,  
 

WHEREAS, the effort put forth by all Madison Heights’ residents and businesses to make our 
City beautiful does not go unnoticed or unappreciated in the City of Progress. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council extend their 
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the 2023 Beautification Award Second Place winner 
 

James and Mary Ann Simmons 
28305 Brush 

 

for maintaining a beautiful home, and extend this certificate as a symbol of our appreciation 
for their civic-minded contributions to the City of Madison Heights.   
 
 
 

   

Roslyn Grafstein 
Mayor 

 
 
 

  
 

Toya Aaron  Mark Bliss 
Councilwoman  Mayor Pro-Tem 

  

 
Sean D. Fleming  Emily J. Rohrbach 

Councilman  Councilor 

  
 

 
 
 

David M. Soltis  Quinn J. Wright 
Councilman  Councilor 
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2023
Beautification

Awards
City of Madison Heights

Active Adult Advisory Board

Active Adult Center

Department of Public Services
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29068 Fourner
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28305

Brush
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873 E. Rowland
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29651 Sherry
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30730 Alger
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27876 Wrenson
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1199 E. Brockton
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27026 Alger
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30704 Winthrop
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1209 Moulin
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27805 Brush
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Congratulations to All Nominees!
29068 Fourner
28305 Brush

873 E. Rowland
29651 Sherry
30730 Alger

27876 Wrenson
1199 E. Brockton

27026 Alger
30704 Winthrop

1209 Moulin
27805 Brush

And honorable mentions to countless businesses in the 
Madison Heights Downtown Development Authority! 20
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Congratulations to All Nominees!

The Active Adult Center and 
the Department of Public 
Services will be accepting 
nominations for the 2023 

Holiday Decoration Awards 
until December 12

Thank you! 21
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NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH 
BRIEFING 

City of Madison Heights
September 2023

23
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 Overview of Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security

 Emergency Preparedness is everyone’s 
responsibility – Whole Community Approach

 Vigilance and Resiliency

2

INTRODUCTION

Mike Loper, PEM, MEP
Emergency Management Specialist
Oakland County Emergency Management
248-858-5300
loperm@oakgov.com
www.oakgov.com/emergency-management  
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September is National Preparedness Month
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 Michigan Public Act 390 of 1976, as amended
 Local (City & County) – State – Federal
 Governor / Michigan State Police EMHSD
 County EOC – SEOC – DHS / FEMA
 Private Sector / NGOs, VOADs, PNPs
 Emergency Operations Plan (EOP)
 Local EOP Support Plans
 National Incident Management System (NIMS) – 

Multi-Agency Coordination, Incident Command System (ICS)
 Declared State of Emergency / Disaster
 PA & IA, Hazard Mitigation Grants

4

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
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 Tornado, High Winds, Severe Thunderstorms
 Flooding
 Severe Winter Weather (Snow, Ice)
 Extreme Heat, Extreme Cold
 Public Health Emergency (Pandemic)
 Power Outage
 Fire (includes wildfires, conflagration)
 HAZMAT (Fixed Site, Transportation)
 Terrorism (CBRNE)
 Active Assailant / Mass Casualty Incident
 Cyber Attack

5

UNDERSTAND HAZARDS AND THREATS
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 Preparedness, Prevention, Protection
 Mitigation
 Response (MHPD, MHFD, special teams, mutual aid)
 Recovery
 All-Hazards, specific hazards
 Have a Plan, have a Kit (supplies), have a Communication Plan 

(include staying informed), practice the plan (conduct drills)
 Shelter-in-Place vs Evacuation
 Warning Sirens, IPAWS / EAS / WEA
 Social Media

6

PHASES OR CYCLE; ACTION STEPS

28
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PREPARE TO STAY OR GO (72+ Hours)

29
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OAKALERT

30
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9

Oakland County                 
Emergency Management
248-858-5300 (EOC, 24/7)

oakeoc@oakgov.com
oakgov.com/emergency-management

Thank You!

Be Safe, Be Prepared, 
Be Resilient!

Thom Hardesty, Director
Oakland County Emergency Management & Homeland Security Department

Rob Seeley, Chief
Oakland County Emergency Management
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City Council Special Meeting 

Madison Heights, Michigan 

August 28, 2023 

 

A City Council Special Meeting was held on Monday, August 28, 2023 at 6:30 PM at City Hall 

Executive Conference Room - 300 W. 13 Mile Road 

PRESENT 

Mayor Roslyn Grafstein 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark Bliss 

Councilwoman Toya Aaron 

Councilman Sean Fleming 

Councilor Emily Rohrbach 

Councilor Quinn Wright 

 

ABSENT 

Councilman David Soltis 

ALSO PRESENT 

City Manager Melissa Marsh 

City Attorney Larry Sherman 

Special Legal Counsel Andrea Pike 

City Clerk Cheryl Rottmann 

Community and Economic Development Director Giles Tucker 

City Planner Matt Lonnerstater 

CCM-23-207. Excuse Councilmember. 

Motion to excuse Councilman Soltis from tonight's meeting. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilwoman Aaron. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Councilwoman Aaron, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent: Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

There were no members of the public wishing to speak. 

 

CMM-23-208. Closed session with legal counsel to discuss settlement strategy in the 

following pending Oakland County Circuit Court Cases pursuant to 

Section 8(e) of the Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.268(e): Case No. 22-

197465-CZ, Artic Fox, LLC v. City of Madison Heights; Case No. 2023-

198563-CZ, Bloom Capital, LLC v. City of Madison Heights; and Case 

No. 2023-201613-CZ, 305 N Euclid v. City of Madison Heights. 
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Motion to enter Closed session at 6:32 p.m. to discuss settlement strategy in the following 

pending Oakland County Circuit Court Cases pursuant to Section 8(e) of the Open 

Meetings Act, MCL 15.268(e): Case No. 22-197465-CZ, Artic Fox, LLC v. City of 

Madison Heights; Case No. 2023-198563-CZ, Bloom Capital, LLC v. City of Madison 

Heights; and Case No. 2023-201613-CZ, 305 N Euclid v. City of Madison Heights 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilwoman Aaron. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Councilwoman Aaron, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent: Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Having no further business, Mayor Grafstein adjourned the meeting at 7:26 p.m. 

 

33

Item 4.



  1  

 

City Council Regular Meeting 

Madison Heights, Michigan 

August 28, 2023 

 

A City Council Regular Meeting was held on Monday, August 28, 2023 at 7:30 PM at City Hall 

- Council Chambers, 300 W. 13 Mile Rd. 

 

PRESENT 

Mayor Roslyn Grafstein 

Councilwoman Toya Aaron 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark Bliss 

Councilman Sean Fleming 

Councilor Emily Rohrbach 

Councilor Quinn Wright 

 

ABSENT 

Councilman David Soltis 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

City Manager Melissa Marsh 

City Attorney Larry Sherman 

City Clerk Cheryl Rottmann 

 

CM-23-209. Excuse Councilmember. 

Motion to excuse Councilman Soltis from today's meeting. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilwoman Aaron. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:   Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

Councilor Wright gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance followed. 

 

Proclamation - Patriot's Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance. 

City Manager Marsh stated that Council is proclaiming September 11, 2023, and each September 

11 thereafter, as Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance, and calls upon all 

departments, schools, and businesses in the City to display the flag of the United States at half-

staff on Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance in honor of the individuals 

who lost their lives on September 11, 2001. 
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CM-23-210.  Special Approval PSP 23-04 - Tommy's Car Wash [Active Adult 

Center] - 29448 John R Road. 

Mayor Grafstein opened the public hearing at 7:37 p.m. 

Loren Clift, resident, is opposed to turning the area into a car wash. 

William Gershenson, developer, stated that his experience with Madison Heights has been 

fruitful; he developed Kmart, BJs Wholesale and the rest of the shopping center and is 

continuing to develop the shopping experience in the City.  His headquarters are in Madison 

Heights, and the opportunity to do another project is a privilege.  This project is complicated; 

the site sits next to the SOCCRA station and makes development of the property difficult.  

The soils are contaminated, and this also poses challenges because residential and multi-

family developments are not an opportunity at this location.  It is currently zoned light 

industrial.  The rear access to adjacent community will be maintained and will remain.  He 

understands that variances are necessary to obtain for continuation of the project, and in terms 

of trees, we will be replanting trees that they are taking down. He noted that any development 

would require removal of trees.  He stated that he understands the uncomfortableness with the 

proposed use, but the proposal is a best-in class car wash facility.  He stated that it is not 

uncommon to have several car washes in a community.  They are trying to do the best 

development they can on this property and one fitting into the community.  If you have 

suggestions on how to make the plans better, they are open minded to suggestions.   

Steve Gunn, owner of Wash Pointe car wash, asked if a planned unit development was sought 

after at any point?  He noted that the ten-year master plan has this area as a recreational area 

and the current M-1 zoning doesn't fit a B-3 zoning criteria.  He asked if any traffic studies 

from MDOT have been done at this site.  He noted that Tommy's car wash processes up to 

2000 cars a day, in addition to the proposed drive-thru restaurant that may increase the number 

of vehicles by another 500 per day.  He stated that there is also a bus stop in front of proposed 

development.  He referenced a memo dated August 16th with 7 items to be considered 

including being zoned light industrial, which is meant to be for other uses with low traffic 

patterns, possible remediation, and other options including green space and/or recreational 

use.  He stated that the Master Plan deems this area as a park and asked why we need an 

additional car wash. He concluded by noting there also are other proposed sites for car washes 

nearby in Troy and Warren.  This area is saturated with car washes and asked Council to 

consider these points. 

Martha Covert, resident, asked about the memorial trees that are going to removed.  She asked 

if families have a say of where their memorial is going to go. 

Jessica Tutt, resident, stated that she is a Madison Heights Veteran's Service Officer, and she 

was hoping to turn the former Active Adult Center into a location where our kids and veterans 

can go.  If we are doing something for community, we can clean it up.   

Steve Gunn, Wash Pointe car wash, noted when they located in the City in 2004, there used 

to be a car wash where the Texas Roadhouse is.   Their establishment filled the void and didn't 

saturate the market; this proposal doesn't work well for anyone. How many car washes do we 

really need. 

Resident 1 (no name given) stated that when you google car washes in the area, we are over 

saturated.  None of them are over utilized.  This could be a park, rezoned for small walkable 
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coffee shop while incorporating wildlife, or many other options that could bring the 

community together.  We are living in an era that people are torn apart, and we could have a 

use that could bring people together.  A car wash that produces a lot of rainwater runoff and 

emissions would be wasteful and have negative impact on the environment.  Consider what 

kind of place we want to live in the future; something that we can all benefit from.  One of 

the goals of this Council is more beautification, and this would undo a lot of that progress. 

Donna Dalling, resident, stated that she has volunteered at AAC for over 30 years, and while 

she is not against improvements, we need another car wash like we need a hole in our 

head.  She added the trees that are dedicated mean a lot to the people who put them there. 

Rachel Isbell, resident, stated that she thinks the City is falling apart, but to take out the trees 

for a car wash? we do not need another car wash.  Why do we need more car washes in our 

climate? 

Brian Wacoal, resident, stated that there are 48 memorialized trees and 28 of them will be in 

the redevelopment area.  The plaque isn't the memorial, the memorial is the tree.  He asked if 

there are any remains on the memorial sites.  He read two of the memorial plaques from the 

site.  He concurred with other comments, and stated that some of the trees date back to the 

70's.  He asked if the donators were given any sort of contracts or are they notified of their 

rights? 

Resident 2 (no name given) agrees with other comments.  There should be another use such 

as for the veterans and or developed for something else.  This proposal is not increasing living 

space, not increasing the number of homes, just increasing traffic.   

Seeing no one further wishing to speak, Mayor Grafstein closed the public hearing at 8:06 

p.m. 

In response to Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, City Manager Marsh stated that the City is aware of the 

memorial tree issue at the Active Adult Center, Library and City Hall due to the Civic Center 

construction project.  The City is having a memorial garden designed next to the Library, 

along with a memorial patio, which will be a peaceful place to reflect.  Unfortunately, there 

are not spots for another 50 trees at the Civic Center complex.  She added that the memorial 

garden monuments are currently being custom built.  Mayor Pro Tem Bliss stated that the 

trees are significant to him as well, and he sympathizes with the audience comments, as he 

has a memorial tree as well.   

City Manager Marsh noted that ashes are not permitted to be buried by the tree; but when a 

memorial tree is purchased, the legal agreement is that the City can replace tree or remove it 

should it become necessary.  The original point of the memorial tree project was to have more 

trees in the City and residents could sponsor trees.  City Manager Marsh continued that while 

construction would result in the removal of some trees, the City does have development 

standards and the developer will have to replace trees; albeit they will not be memorial trees.   

Councilor Rohrbach noted that the City has done a ton of planting to populate the tree canopy, 

and she understands the emotional aspect of the removal.  City Council is aggressively 

working on trees and sustainability in the City, and it would be a real shame to cut them down, 

but this is not the only factor we have to consider.   

Mayor Grafstein commented that if the senior center wasn't falling apart this wouldn’t be an 

issue.  If someone wanted to redevelop the Active Adult Center site for another use, most 
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likely some trees would have to be removed.  She continued that when the City initially started 

our discussion on redevelopment, it was her thought to put some lofts, condos, and coffee 

shops; however, we can't make a developer come and put in what we want.  Mayor Grafstein 

stated that the development discussion has been ongoing for a year.   

In response to Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, City Manager Marsh gave an overview of the history 

and process of why the Active Adult Center was sold. City Manager Marsh noted that in 2018, 

City Council had its first strategic planning session and she asked to do a feasibility study of 

Active Adult Center, Library and City Hall and compare the cost to building new versus 

renovating. The cost to fix the existing facilities came back at $15 million dollars; the Active 

Adult Center has severe building issues, including the foundation is sinking.  The cost to build 

a new Active Adult Center and renovate City Hall and the Library was estimated to be $11 

million.  The cost increased to $14.2 million due to inflation and the addition of renovating 

Fire Station 2 being added to the project.  The Active Adult Center property sold for $1.8 

million and helped fund part of the Civic Center project.  City Manager Marsh further 

explained how the City utilized phase funding for the project and where the money was 

obtained from, including several grants.  She stated that the Grand Opening is scheduled for 

October 18th, and the project is under budget and on time.  Without the sale of this property, 

we would have to come up with $1.8 million dollars to replace funding that part of the project. 

Motion to approve Special Approval PSP 23-04 for Tommy's Car Wash (Active Adult 

Center) located at 29448 John R Road the proposed use as follows: 

1. The applicant requests special use approval for an auto wash use at 29448 John R 

Road under Section 10.329(4), “Other uses of a similar and no more objectionable 

character[…].”   

2. The subject site is zoned M-1, light Industrial, which is intended to provide areas to 

accommodate wholesale activities, warehouses, and industrial operations whose 

external, physical effects are restricted to the area of the district. The proposed auto 

wash is consistent with the intent of the M-1 zoning district and is compatible with 

and is no more objectionable than principal uses permitted in the M-1 zoning district.    

3. The subject site is in the vicinity of properties improved with light industrial, 

warehousing, self-storage, and auto repair use, is adjacent to recreational uses, and is 

across John R Road from retail uses. The proposed auto wash is compatible with 

adjacent land uses.    

4. The proposed use is consistent with the site’s “Mixed Use Innovation” future land 

use designation and is aligned with the goals and objectives stated in the 2021 

Madison Heights Master Plan relating to community character, commercial & 

industrial development, and transportation networks.    

5. The applicant has demonstrated a need for the proposed use in the specified area of 

the city.    

6. The proposed use does satisfy the use-specific requirements for auto washes listed in 

Section 10.326(8). The applicant acknowledges the need to apply to the ZBA for 

several variances from the specific-use standards of Section 10.326(8).   

7. Based on the above findings, the proposed use does generally satisfy/satisfies the 

special use approval review standards and criteria listed in Section 10.201(4).     
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And to further approve the following conditions:   

1. Resolve site plan deficiencies relating to the chain link fence and outdoor self-service 

vacuum bays or seek the appropriate variances from the Zoning Board of Appeals.    

2. The Landscape Plan and Building Elevations submitted with the site plan package 

shall be substantially consistent with the preliminary plans submitted with this special 

use application, with the exception of any required modifications placed as conditions 

of approval.   

 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilor Rohrbach. 

 

Councilwoman Aaron stated that she has been advocating for a youth center since running for 

Council, however, when you look at contaminated ground, do we want to use a contaminated 

parcel?  The City is updating MacGilvray park to be multigenerational, and she stated that she 

initially voted against the car wash; however, while it is disturbing to remove trees, when we 

look at developing the Active Adult Center property, whatever it will be, trees will be 

removed.  We do not want the City to lose $1.8 million and/or have vacant land.  We need to 

develop the property and allow the City to grow.  She stated that she wants to see everything 

everyone has suggested, and she wants Madison Heights to be a City that is growing.  Will 

building another car wash bring competition? It most certainly will.   

City Attorney Sherman noted that the City Manager did an excellent explanation and 

overview of the project and noted that the City is looking at a bigger picture.  The project has 

created a renovated City Hall, Library, Fire Station, and a new Active Adult Center.  The 

Active Adult Center could not be renovated due to the condition.  There is a restaurant being 

proposed and there are ingress and egress issues at the site as well.  This is part of the process 

of considering the Special Land Use.  The property has been under contract for a long time 

and there are hoops that must be jumped through and hopefully that a bigger goal of the City 

may be accomplished should the development go forward.   

Councilor Rohrbach noted that when looking at the overall site plan, she explained the 

property proposal includes maintaining the walkway and calls for the removal of existing 

parking area and reseeding this area.  The City can’t choose who purchases the land.  We don't 

love the idea of a car wash, we have had discussions on what we would like, but it is private 

property, and they want to use the property to make money and we have no control over 

that.  There are too many car washes, but we can't control private development only to a 

certain level.  The project ideas brought forth today are great, but a private developer must 

make those choices. 

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss thanked everyone for coming out.  He stated that he thinks that this 

proposal is terrible, and it seems to be the thing that keeps coming to the City.  When we first 

underwent this project, we had detailed discussions at the Planning level, and we wanted to 

have a mixed-use and businesses.  We've had the sale, and the purchasers have done their due 

diligence and it doesn't necessarily shock him on how bad the reports came back.  Not a single 

person wants to have a car wash, but we are in a tough predicament.  He stated that he is not 

happy about it, but this is the reality of the site and the difficulty of building on it. 
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Mayor Grafstein stated that she also had grand plans for the redevelopment as well.  When 

she initially heard about the car wash, she said no.  This is one of the times you must put your 

head above your heart.  If we don't do this, we will be forced to use tax revenue that we can 

put towards other projects.  If we don't do this, we will have to come up with the $2 million 

dollars for the project.  This is a hard choice that is best for long-term.  She stated that she 

will be voting yes. because it is best for the City. 

 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent: Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

There were no members of the public wishing to speak. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as read. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent: Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

CM-23-211. Martha Kehoe - Resignation from the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Motion to accept the resignation of Martha Kehoe from the Zoning Board of Appeals and 

declare the seat vacant and send her a certificate of recognition for her service. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright  

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

CM-23-212. Special City Council Meeting Minutes of August 14, 2023. 

Motion to approve the Special City Council Meeting minutes of August 14, 2023, as 

printed. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

 

39

Item 5.



  7  

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

 

Absent:   Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

CM-23-213. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes of August 14, 2023. 

Motion to approve the Regular City Council Meeting minutes of August 14, 2023, as 

printed. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent: Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

BOARDS AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS: 

Each board liaison gave a brief review of the activities of the boards they are serving on as Council 

Representative. 

CM-23-214.  Active Adult Center Advisory Board. 

Motion to approve the appointment of Francis Smith to the Active Adult Center Advisory 

Board for a Regular term to expire 8/31/26. 

Motion made by Councilor Wright, Seconded by Councilman Fleming. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

CM-23-215.  Arts Board. 

Motion to appoint the following to the Arts Board: 

Michael Covert, Regular term, expires 8/31/26 

Sue Popp, Alternate term, expires 8/31/26 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilman Fleming. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 
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CM-23-216.  Construction Board of Appeals. 

Motion to appoint Del Loranger to the Construction Board of Appeals for a Regular term 

to expire 8/31/25. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilwoman Aaron. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-217.  Crime Commission. 

Motion to confirm the Mayor's appointments to the Crime Commission, as follows: 

Beth Scott, Regular term, expires 8/31/26 

Alexandra Iaquinto, Regular term, expires 8/31/26 

Peg Marentette, Regular term, expires 8/31/26 

Jeffrey Hilliard, Alternate term, expires 8/31/26 

Motion made by Councilman Fleming, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-218.  Elected Officials Compensation Commission. 

Motion to appoint Salisa Fortune-Heiligh to the Election Officials Compensation 

Commission to a Regular term to expire 8/31/30. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-219.  Historical Commission. 

Motion to appoint the following to the Historical Commission: 

Martha Covert, Regular term, expires 2/28/26 

Jason Kowalski, Regular term, expires 2/28/26 
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Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilman Fleming. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-220.  Human Relations and Equity Commission. 

Motion to appoint the following to the Human Relations and Equity Commission: 

Nicole Fox, Regular term, expires 8/31/25 

Sydney Larry, Regular term, expires 8/31/25 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

Discussion followed on the need to be cognizant of all denominational holidays when scheduling 

special events or meetings. 

 

CM-23-221.  Information Technology Advisory Committee. 

Motion to appoint the Paul Timmins to the Information Technology Advisory Committee 

for a Regular term expiring 2/28/26. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilman Fleming. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-222.  Library Advisory Board. 

Motion to appoint the following to the Library Advisory Board: 

Amanda May, Regular term, expiring 8/31/25 

Jeffrey Scott, Regular term, expiring 8/31/25 

Jennifer Nagle, Regular term, expiring 8/31/25 

Rebecca Hill, Regular term, expiring 8/31/25 

Nicholas Cobb, Alternate term, expiring 8/31/25 
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Motion made by Councilwoman Aaron, Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-223.  Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 

Motion to confirm the Mayor's appointments to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, 

as follows: 

Lisa Wright, Regular term, expiring 2/28/25 

Anthony Klepacki, Regular term, expiring 2/28/25 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-224. Planning Commission. 

Motion to confirm the Mayor's appointments to the Planning Commission, as follows: 

Eric Graettinger, Regular term, expiring 8/31/26 

Grant Sylvester, Regular term, expiring 8/31/26 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilman Fleming. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-225. Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Motion to appoint Cassandra Barragan to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a Regular term 

to expire 2/28/24. 

Motion made by Councilwoman Aaron, Seconded by Councilor Rohrbach. 

 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 
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Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-226. Ordinance 2195, Prohibit Retail Pet Store Sales, First Reading. 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2195, Prohibit Retails Pet Store Sales, on First Reading 

and schedule a Second Reading for September 11, 2023. 

Motion made by Councilor Wright, Seconded by Councilor Rohrbach. 

 

Tim Burns noted there are a couple different versions of this ordinance being used in surrounding 

communities for the Council to consider.   

In response to Councilor Rohrbach’s question, Assistant City Attorney Burns stated the City does 

have one business that may be affected by this ordinance, but they do not sell the type of animals 

in this ordinance.   

In response to Councilor Wright’s question, Assistant City Attorney Burns confirmed that the 

ordinance would not affect the Human Society’s operations.  

In response to Councilman Fleming’s question, Assistant City Attorney Burns answered that 

enforcement of the certificate of transfer would come down to receiving a complaint and Code 

Enforcement follow up.  The ordinance does not permit off-site retail sales and transferring in the 

City.   

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss stated that in the past, he has recommended that we adopt a task force to 

examine these type of animal issues and study possible consequences.  He stated that he would 

like to see third party input such as from the Animal Welfare Society and Oakland County Animal 

Control prior to considering voting on this ordinance. 

City Attorney Sherman noted that this type of ordinance was originated with the Washtenaw 

County Human Society input.  He continued that while State law is currently being considered, 

the legislation hasn't progressed to Senate, and it contains a sunset provision. 

Mayor Grafstein stated that she is voting no because this is something that the State is looking into 

and she supports Mayor Pro Bliss’ idea to reach out to other partners for input. 

 

Voting Yea: Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

Voting Nay:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming 

Absent:  Councilman Soltis 

Motion failed 2-4. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Councilwoman Aaron stated that she is praying all the kids, students and staff have a safe and 

secure school year.  She wished a Happy Anniversary to Martha and Michael Covert on their 30th 

Anniversary. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Bliss stated that he did a wedding today and the whole Council chamber was fuller 

than he has ever seen it before for a wedding.   He wished a Happy Anniversary to the Coverts; 

thirty years takes a lot of work!  We appreciate all the time that you both donate to the City.  He 

stated that he is happy to be back and healthy after being out sick.  He noted that he is thankful to 

those who put a lot of time and effort into the Off the Trail fundraiser and hopes that everyone 

comes out to the Trail Tunes on September 9th; more details are available on the Arts Board 

Facebook page.  It is back to school time, and he is happy to see some of the changes that are 

happening, including putting an officer in the school.  He noted that referring the proposed 

vacation of an easement back to the Planning Commission was the right thing for Council to do at 

the last meeting and it was appreciated.  He stated that if Council can get input from partners on 

the puppy mill ordinance, then he could possibly be a yes vote.  He asked that a resolution to our 

representative in Lansing on road funding beyond the I-75 project and expressing the need for 

additional construction due to the increase of wear and tear on local roads from increased traffic 

from the I-75 project. 

Councilor Wright commented that Council had a good discussion on the Madison Motor and 

Smoke event, and he apologized for the date conflict, noting the HREC board need to be more 

considerate when choosing event dates.  He continued that he believes there are a few bad actors 

on Council who are always opposed to whatever the HREC has proposed.   He and the HREC want 

to work together and be inclusive; we can do better to work together. He concurred that getting 

more input on the puppy mill ordinance would be useful.   

City Attorney Sherman announced that he has been blessed with two new 

granddaughters.  Everyone is doing well, and he is feeling very blessed.  He commented that with 

Martha Kehoe, you never have to guess what her position is on an issue.  He wished her the best, 

a stated that she is truly a Madison Heights treasurer.  Congratulations to the Coverts on their 

anniversary. 

City Manager Marsh announced the grand opening of the Civic Center complex on September 18th 

at 5:30 p.m. 

City Clerk Rottmann had no comments this evening. 

Councilor Rohrbach wished everyone a happy first day of school to all those that celebrate, and 

happy birthday to her mom, Deborah Sheppard. 

Councilman Fleming thanked Council for support for the Patriot's Day Proclamation. He stated 

that it means a lot as veteran, as a supporter of first responders, and to those that serve, have served, 

or will serve in the future.  Thank you for all those that donated to the Trail Tunes fundraiser.  He 

thanked Amori’s Market for the basket that he won at the auction. He noted that the flashing light 

to stop for pedestrians at Barrington and 13 Mile has been changed by the Traffic Safety 

Committee to be active until 10 p.m.  The Crime Commission and Police Department are holding 

the Harco and Friends Canine Demonstration on September 9th.  He thanked the Jewish Historical 

Society for hosting the lecture and bus tour and for being great docents.  The Oakland County 

Veterans and Community Resource event is September 19th from 9 AM to noon at City Hall. 

 

Mayor Grafstein agreed that Marth Kehoe is a City treasure and along with Jean Linville, the 

McGillivray family, and Sean Fleming, she is one of the big reasons we have the Memorial Day 

Parade and she thanked her for everything she does for the City. The Madison Heights Community 

Coalition Back to School event was this past weekend and it was an impressive event.  She noted 

45

Item 5.



  13  

a lot of young families are moving here for our services and our schools.  We recently had a house 

fire in the community, and this is why we did our millage MH a few years ago.  She thanked the 

community for their support of public safety in the City and of the MH millage.  This also helped 

fund some of the Fire Station No. 2 renovations. She invited the public to attend The Firefighters 

v. Police baseball game this Friday at Rosie's Park at 5:00 p.m.  She stated that tonight's meeting 

was longer due to the appointments to boards and commissions and work plan reviews.   She 

thanked Mayor Pro Tem Bliss for covering for her for the wedding today and at the upcoming 

Chinese Cultural Center Healthy Gardening Expo.  She stated that she appreciates the diverse 

community that we have here in Madison Heights and how everyone makes her feel 

welcome.  Please be careful it is Labor Day weekend.  Our next City Council meeting is 

September 11th. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Having no further business, Mayor Grafstein adjourned the meeting at 10:08 p.m. 
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City Council Special Meeting 

Madison Heights, Michigan 

August 30, 2023 

 

A City Council Special Meeting was held on Monday, August 30, 2023, at 12:00 PM at City 

Council Chambers - 300 W. 13 Mile Road.  

 

PRESENT 

Mayor Roslyn Grafstein 

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss 

Councilor Emily Rohrbach 

Councilor Quinn Wright 

 

ABSENT 

Councilwoman Aaron 

Councilman Fleming 

Councilman Soltis 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

City Manager Melissa Marsh 

City Attorney Larry Sherman 

Business Services Coordinator Mary Daley  

 

CM-23-227  Excuse Councilmembers. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilor Rohrbach.to excuse 

Councilwoman Aaron, Councilman Fleming, and Councilman Soltis from today’s 

meeting. 

 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Roslyn Grafstein, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Councilor Emily 

Rohrbach, Councilor Quinn Wright 

Absent: Councilman Aaron, Councilman Fleming, Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

There were no members of the public wishing to speak. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING CITY CLERK: 

CM-23-228    Appointment of Acting City Clerk.  

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, seconded by Wright to appoint Mary Daley as Acting City 

Clerk for today’s meeting.  
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Voting Yea:  Mayor Roslyn Grafstein, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Councilor Emily 

Rohrbach, Councilor Quinn Wright 

Absent: Councilman Aaron, Councilman Fleming, Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

REPORTS: 

CM-23-229   Recommendation from Special Legal Counsel Smith v. Madison Heights.  

Motion made by Councilor Wright, seconded by Councilor Rohrbach to accept the 

recommendation from Special Legal Counsel regarding the case Smith v. Madison Heights.  

Voting Yea:  Mayor Roslyn Grafstein, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Councilor Emily 

Rohrbach, Councilor Quinn Wright 

Absent: Councilman Aaron, Councilman Fleming, Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Having no further business, Mayor Grafstein adjourned the meeting at 12:03 p.m. 

 

 

             

Roslyn Grafstein, Mayor    Mary Daley, Acting City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Sean P. Ballantine, Director of Public Services

For many years, the City has applied for and received Municipal Credits and Community Credits from
SMART which help to fund our Active Adult transportation program. SMART is requiring a Resolution from
Council in support of the Contract as presented.

Staff recommends that Council adopt the attached Resolution in support of the FY 2024 Municipal Credits
and Community Credits Contract, and authorize the Finance Director to sign on behalf of the City.

Consent Agenda

DPS - SMART Municipal and Community Credits Contract for FY 2024

9/11
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Resolution in Support of the SMART Municipal 
Credit and Community Credit Contract for FY 2024 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Madison Heights is a member of the Suburban Mobility Authority for 
Regional Transportation (SMART); and, 
 

WHEREAS, the City provides a transportation program for its Senior Citizen population 
through the Active Adult Center; and,  
 
WHEREAS, SMART provides funding for such programs in the form of Municipal and 
Community Credits; and,  
 

WHEREAS, for many years, the City of Madison Heights has applied for and received these 
credits to help fund our Active Adult transportation program; and,  
 

WHEREAS, Human Resources Director Misczak, Finance Director Kunath and Active Adult 
Supervisor Cowan have verified all necessary information and prepared the 2024 Contract; 
and,  
 

WHEREAS, SMART requires a resolution of Council supporting this Contract. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council support the 
2024 Municipal Credit and Community Credit Contract for FY 2024 as presented, and 
authorize the Finance Director to sign on the City’s behalf. 
 
 
 
 

   

Roslyn Grafstein 
Mayor 

 
 
 

  
 

Toya Aaron  Mark Bliss 
Councilwoman  Mayor Pro-Tem 

  

 
Sean D. Fleming  Emily J. Rohrbach 

Councilman  Councilor 

  
 

 
 
 

David M. Soltis  Quinn J. Wright 
Councilman  Councilor 
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the City of Madison Heights 

MUNICIPAL CREDIT and COMMUNITY CREDIT 

CONTRACT FOR FY2024  

 

I, Linda Kunath, as the Finance Director/Treasurer of  the City of Madison Heights (hereinafter, the “Community”) 

hereby apply to SMART and agree to the terms and conditions herein, for the receipt and expenditure of Municipal 

Credits available for the period July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 (Section 1 below), and Community Credits available 

for the period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 (Section 2 below); and further agree that the Municipal and Community 

Credits Master Agreement between the parties is incorporated herein by reference.  A description of the service the 

Community shall provide hereunder is set forth in Exhibit A, and the operating budget for that service is set forth in 

Exhibit B, both of which are attached hereto and incorporated herein.  

1. The Community agrees to use $26,648 in Municipal Credit funds as follows:   

(a) Transfer to __________________________  Funding of: $ ______________ 
                TRANSFEREE COMMUNITY 

b) Van/Bus Operations     At the cost of: $ _26,648_____ 

 (Including Charter and Taxi services) 

(c) Services Purchased from SMART    At the cost of: $ ______________ 

 (Including Tickets, Shuttle Services/Dial-a-Ride) 

(d) Services Purchased from Subcontractor  At the cost of: $ _______________ 

 _____________________________ 
 (NAME OF SUBCONTRACTOR) 
 (See attached Subcontractor Service Agreement) 

         Total    $26,648 
 

SMART intends to provide Municipal Credit funds under this contract to the extent funds for the program are made 

available to it by the Michigan Legislature pursuant to Michigan Public Act 51 of 1951.  Municipal Credit funds made 

available to SMART through legislative appropriation are based on the State’s approved budget.  In the event that 

revenue actually received is insufficient to support the Legislature’s appropriation, it will result in an equivalent 

reduction in funding provided to the Community pursuant to this Contract.  In such event, SMART reserves the right, 

without notice, to reduce the payment of Municipal Credit funds by the amount of any reduction by the legislature 

to SMART.  All Municipal Credit funding must be spent by June 30, 2026; all funds not spent by that date will revert 

back to SMART pursuant to Michigan Public Act 51 of 1951, for expenditure consistent with Michigan law and SMART 

policy. 

2. The Community agrees to use $54,107 in Community Credit funds available as follows:   

(a) Transfer to ______________________________ Funding of: $ ______________ 
                 TRANSFEREE COMMUNITY 

(b) Van/Bus Operations     At the cost of: $ 54,107_________ 

 (Including Charter and Taxi services) 
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(c) Services Purchased from SMART    At the cost of: $ ______________ 
 (Including Tickets, Shuttle Services/Dial-a-Ride) 
 

(d) Capital Purchases     At the cost of: $ ______________ 
 
(e) Services Purchased from Subcontractor  At the cost of: $ _______________ 
 _____________________________ 
 (NAME OF SUBCONTRACTOR) 
 (See attached Subcontractor Service Agreement) 

         Total   $54,107 
 
To the extent that this Contract calls for a payment of funds directly from SMART to a subcontractor, Community hereby 

acknowledges that it is the party entitled to receive such funds and is affirmatively authorizing and directing SMART to 

pay such funds directly to the subcontractor on its behalf.  Capital purchases permitted with Community Credits are 

subject to applicable state and federal regulations, and SMART policy, including procurement guidelines.  When 

advantageous, SMART may make procurements directly.  Reimbursement for purchases made by Community requires 

submission of proper documentation to support the purchase (i.e. purchase orders, receiving reports, invoices, etc.).   

Community Credit dollars available in FY 2024, may be required to serve local employer transportation needs per the 

coordination requirements set forth in the aforementioned Master Agreement.  All Community Credit funds must be 

spent by June 30, 2027; any funds not spent by that date may revert back to SMART for expenditure consistent with 

SMART policy. 

The Parties acknowledge and agree that this Agreement may be executed by electronic signature, which 

shall be considered as an original signature for all purposes and shall have the same force and effect as an original 

signature. The Parties agree that the electronic signatures appearing on this Agreement are the same as handwritten 

signatures for the purposes of validity, enforceability and admissibility. Without limitation, “electronic signature” 

shall include faxed versions of an original signature or electronically scanned and transmitted versions (e.g., via pdf) 

of an original signature. 

 

This Agreement shall be binding once signed by both parties. 

 

 

SUBURBAN MOBILITY AUTHORITY FOR 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION 

 CITY OF MADISON HEIGHTS 

 

 

  

 

Signature  Signature 

 

 

  

Linda Kunath 

Printed Name  Printed Name 

 

 

  

Finance Director/Treasurer 

Title  Title 

 

 

  

 

Date  Date 
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EXHIBIT A 

MADISON HEIGHTS PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Overall Project Description (Provide a descriptive narrative): 

Point to point, demand-transportation services for the elderly and handicapped residents of Madison Heights. The 

service picks up passengers at the homes and transports them to civic functions, agency services, recreation 

programs, medical facilities, shopping centers, et cetera. 

 

Service Area (Provide geographic boundaries):  

The City limits of Madison Heights and selected shopping, medical and service facilities located outside City limits, 

up to a seven mile radius. 

 

Service Times (Provide days and hours of service):  

8:00 am – 2:30 pm, Monday – Friday, unless there is a special program. 

 

Eligible User Groups (Users eligible to use the service):  

Residents of Madison Heights, who are 50 years of age or older and/or handicapped individuals, are eligible to use 

this service.  

 

Fare Structure: (Cost to use service) 

Currently all rides are free through 2023 (or until the funds run out) due to a grant we received. When fares 

resume medical appointments and rides going outside Madison Heights are $5.00 round trip. All other rides are 

$2.00 round trip. 

 

Service Mode (Describe the amount and type of vehicles available, and whether they are wheelchair lift-

equipped): 

2-city owned vans 

1-city owned 50 passenger bus 

1-SMART 28 passenger bus with a wheelchair lift 

1-SMART 13 passenger bus with a wheelchair lift 

1-SMART transit van with a wheelchair lift 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

PROJECT OPERATING BUDGET 
 

Municipality: City of Madison Heights 
 

Contract Period: July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 
 

Account Number: 48229 
 

OPERATING EXPENSES:   
Administrative Fee: (All employees 
other than drivers and dispatchers) 
     (10% max. of MC & CC funds) 

  

Driver Wages $62,393  

Fringe Benefits 7,845  

Gasoline & Lubricants 7,760  

Vehicle Insurance 7,993  

Parts, Maintenance Supplies 3,187  

Mechanic Wages 1,508  

Fringe Benefits 570  

Dispatch Wages   

Other (Specify)   

Sub-Total  (Operating Expenses)   $91,256 

 
PURCHASED SERVICE: 

  

Taxi Service   

Charter Service   

SMART Bus Tickets   

SMART Shuttle Service   

SMART Dial-A-Ride   

Other (Specify) ________________   

Sub-Total (Purchased Service)  0 

 
CAPITAL EQUIPMENT: 
(Only list purchases to be made with Community Credits) 

Computer Equipment   

Software   

Vehicle   

Maintenance Equipment   

Other (Specify)   

Sub-Total (Capital Equipment)  0 

 
TOTAL EXPENSES                Operating Expenses, 
Purchased Service, and Capital Equipment: 

 

$91,256 
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EXHIBIT B, continued (Page 2) 
 

REVENUES:   
Municipal Credit Funds $26,648  

Community Credit Funds 54,107  

Specialized Services Funds   

General Funds 6,001  

Farebox Revenue 4,500  

In-Kind Service   

Special Fares (Contracted Service)   

Other (Specify)   

 
TOTAL REVENUE: 

 
$91,256 

 
(Note:  TOTAL EXPENSES must equal TOTAL REVENUE) 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Linda Kunath, Finance Director/Treasurer

Contract for Assessing Services

See attached. Staff is requesting City Council approval of a 2-year assessing services contract with
Oakland County for July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025 in the amount of $221,779 for fiscal year 2023-24 and
the amount of $230,630 for fiscal year 2024-25. A Budget Amendment will be required in fiscal year
2023-24 in the amount of $8,470.

Staff recommends that Council approve the 2-year assessing services contract with Oakland County
Equalization for July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025, approve a $8,470 budget amendment to account
101-257-818-000, and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the contract on behalf of the City.

Reports

September 11, 2023
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 CITY OF MADISON HEIGHTS  

300 WEST 13 MILE ROAD, MADISON HEIGHTS, MI 48071 
 

FINANCE/TREASURER DEPARTMENT 

Linda A. Kunath,  (248) 837-2639 
Finance Director/Treasurer LindaKunath@Madison-Heights.org 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 

DATE: September 4, 2023 
  

TO: Melissa Marsh, City Manager 
  

FROM: Linda A. Kunath, Finance Director/Treasurer 
  

SUBJECT: Contract for Assessing Services 
  

 
Since July, 2011, the City of Madison Heights has contracted with Oakland County Equalization 
to provide assessing services. The current agreement expired June 30, 2023 and Oakland 
County Equalization is proposing a renewal contract for a 2-year term. 
 
Attached for your review and request for Council approval is the proposed July 1, 2023 to June 
30, 2025 contract with Oakland County Equalization Department to continue providing these 
services. This proposed renewal is essentially the same as the current contract except for a 4% 
per parcel increase. Micheal Lohmeier, Oakland County Equalization Officer, stated the County 
provides assessing services to 32 communities and is proposing a 4% cost per parcel increase 
to all entities. 
 
The cost per parcel to the City of Madison Heights will increase as follows: 
 
Contract Year Real Property Rate Personal Property Rate 

2022-2023 (current) $16.39 $13.72 

2023-2024 $17.04 $14.27 

2024-2025 $17.72 $14.84 

 
The fiscal year 2023-2024 budget was approved in the amount of $213,309, the anticipated cost 
of this proposal totals $221,779 for fiscal year 2023-2024 and $230,630 for fiscal year 2024-
2025. A Budget Amendment in the amount of $8,470 is being requested for current fiscal year 
2023-2024 budget. 
 
City staff is recommending that Council approve this proposed assessing services contract with 
Oakland County, from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2025, and authorize the Mayor and City 
Clerk to sign on behalf of the City. 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Linda Kunath, Finance Director/Treasurer

Accelerated Tax Foreclosure Resolution

The "Certification of Abandoned Property for Accelerated Forfeiture Act" (MCL 211.961) allows for
property, with delinquent taxes and is certified abandoned by the local governing body, to enter an
accelerated foreclosure process in which the County Treasurer's Office can foreclose on the property
1-year earlier than the regular 3-year foreclosure process. Accelerating the tax foreclosure process can be
a useful tool to expedite removal of abandoned property and to reduce blight. A resolution for certification
of abandoned property for accelerated forfeiture act is included for your review and approval consideration.

Staff recommends that Council approve the resolution for Certification of Abandoned Property for
Accelerated Forfeiture Act.

Reports

September 11, 2023
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 CITY OF MADISON HEIGHTS  

300 WEST 13 MILE ROAD, MADISON HEIGHTS, MI 48071 
 

FINANCE/TREASURER DEPARTMENT 

Linda A. Kunath,  (248) 837-2639 

Finance Director/Treasurer LindaKunath@Madison-Heights.org 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: September 5, 2023 
  

TO: Melissa Marsh, City Manager 
  

FROM: Linda A. Kunath, Finance Director/Treasurer 
  

SUBJECT: Accelerated Tax Foreclosure Resolution 
  

 
The "Certification of Abandoned Property for Accelerated Forfeiture Act" allows for property, 
with delinquent taxes and is certified abandoned by the local governing body, to enter an 
accelerated foreclosure process in which the County Treasurer's Office can foreclose on the 
property 1-year earlier than the regular 3-year foreclosure process. Accelerating the tax 
foreclosure process can be a useful tool to expedite removal of abandoned property and to 
reduce blight. 
 
The accelerated foreclosure process can only be initiated if the local governing body adopts a 
resolution by October 1, 2023 and notifies the County Treasurer’s Office of the property in 
question before June 1, 2024. Oakland County tells the City that adoption of a “declaration of 
accelerated forfeiture of abandoned property” resolution does not bind the City to any action; 
rather it simply reserves the City’s right to pursue accelerated foreclosure on a property deemed 
abandoned, if the City chooses. A resolution for certification of abandoned property for 
accelerated forfeiture act is included for your review and approval consideration. 
 
Staff recommends that Council approve the resolution for Certification of Abandoned Property 
for Accelerated Forfeiture Act. 
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RESOLUTION FOR CERTIFICATION OF ABANDONED PROPERTY FOR ACCELERATED 
FORFEITURE ACT (PUBLIC ACT 132 OF 1999) 

 
 
WHEREAS, the governing body for the City of Madison Heights determines that parcels of 
abandoned tax delinquent property exist; 
 
WHEREAS, abandoned tax delinquent property contributes to crime, blight, and decay within 
the City of Madison Heights; 
 
WHEREAS, the certification of tax delinquent abandoned property as Certified Abandoned 
Property will result in the accelerated forfeiture and foreclosure of certified property under the 
General Property Tax Act and return abandoned property to productive use more rapidly, 
thereby reducing crime, blight, and decay within the City of Madison Heights. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Madison Heights City Council hereby notifies residents and 
owners of property within the City of Madison Heights that abandoned tax delinquent property 
will be identified and inspected an may be certified as Certified Abandoned Property under the 
certification of the Foreclosure under the General Property Tax Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Voting Yea: 
 
Voting Nay: 
 
Absent: 
 
Motion 

 
CERTIFICATION: 
 
I, Cheryl E. Rottmann, the duly appointed City Clerk of the City of Madison Heights, County of Oakland, 

State of Michigan, do herby certify that the foregoing is a resolution adopted by the Madison Heights City 

Council at their Regular Meeting held on September 11, 2023. 

           

___________________________ 

      Cheryl E. Rottmann 

      City Clerk 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Amy J Misczak, HR Director/Purchasing Coordinator

$234,067

101-XXX-818-2000/592-565-818-2000*

Please see attached memo for details.
Funds will be taken from each affected building's contractual budget.
A budget amendment of $40,242 is requested for approval.

To approve the Custodial Contract to Du-All Cleaning in the monthly amount of $19,505 through June 30,
2025.
Staff and I would respectfully recommend that the custodial contract for all City buildings with the
exception of Fire Station #1 and #2 be awarded to Du-All Cleaning for an initial contract period beginning
October 1, 2023 through and including June 30, 2025 at a base 12 month cost of $234.066.72 or $19,505
per month.  Staff and I would request Council authorize the parties to extend on a year-to-year basis
thereafter with option to include increases in line with documented expendable product charges or
increases in minimum wage.  Staff would also respectfully request that Council authorize the City to cancel
the contract on a building-by-building basis if necessary due to non-performance, in which case the City
would approach either Core Clean Services or GDI (the second and third low bidders, respectively) to take
over individual buildings.

This initial contract award will require a budget amendment of $40,242.  Should any subsequent increases
due to expendable product increases, wage increases, or reassignment of individual building contracts
reach Council threshold of $15,000 in total, which is approximately 6.4% of the total contract, staff will
submit an additional agenda item for review and approval.

Bid Awards/Purchases

Contract Award - RFP 23-02 Custodial Services

September 11, 2024

$193,824
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DATE:  August 30, 2023 
 
TO:  Melissa R. Marsh, City Manager  
 
FROM: Amy J. Misczak, HR Director/Purchasing Coordinator 
  Sean P. Ballantine, DPS Director 
 
RE:  Request for Proposal (RFP) MH 23-02 Custodial Services 
 
 
Madison Heights has renewed the custodial contracts with its current contractors Giant Janitorial 
and RoadRunr Maintenance for services at various City buildings at the same unit pricing since 
2012, a cost containment measure that was a benefit to the City during that time span.  With the 
completion of the new construction at Civic Center Complex, and the resulting changes in square 
footages, flooring materials, and number of sanitary facilities, staff determined that it would be in 
the City’s best interest to solicit new proposals for custodial services.  Therefore, staff prepared 
Request for Proposal (RFP) MH 23-02 for custodial services and published the document at 
www.mitn.info on August 2, 2023.  This RFP included custodial specifications for City Hall, 
Active Adult Center, Library, 43rd District Court, Police Department and Department of Public 
Services buildings. Both fire stations are cleaned in-house by the firefighters, and are not included 
with the custodial program. 
 
Out of the one hundred seventy-seven (177) vendors who were emailed a notice regarding this 
opportunity, forty-one (41) companies downloaded the detailed specifications, and ten (10) 
vendors attended the mandatory walk through on August 14, 2023.  On Wednesday, August 23, 
2023, six (6) proposals were received and opened publicly, and a seventh bid from Core Cleaning 
was subsequently discovered date stamped as received by the Clerk’s Office within the RFP 
deadline, but opened at a later date.  This bid from Core Cleaning was not low bid, and an amended 
as-read bid tab was posted at www.mitn.info.  The proposal from Core Cleaning is including in the 
tabulation provided for Council’s review. 
 
A representative from Giant Janitorial attended the public RFP opening.  Giant currently holds the 
contract for cleaning City Hall, the Library and the Court.   RoadRunr services the Police 
Department, Active Adult Center and Department of Public Services building. Both Giant and 
RoadRunr have worked with the City on a month-to-month basis since their contract expirations 
on June 30, 2023 in order to assist the City during the process of bidding out services. The new 
initial contract term for custodial services is targeted for October 1, 2023 through June 30, 2025. 
 
The low apparent bidder for all buildings is Du-All Cleaning Inc. out of Sterling Heights with a 
projected annual cost of $234,066.72 for all buildings.  The City subtracted an estimated amount 
for expendable supplies to confirm that the pricing would provide for adequate services and 
competitive wages which would be greater than minimum wage and in line with area market 
conditions. 
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The undersigned contacted Mondi Rakaj, President of Du-All to discuss several matters 
concerning the RFP pricing submitted.  It was confirmed that Du-All would be able to have staff 
available to be fingerprinted and cleared, as well as sufficient supplies to take over the contracts 
for all listed buildings effective October 1st.  Mr. Rakaj confirmed understanding of the minimum 
required hours for each building as well as after-hours availability for meetings or other 
programming.  Mr. Rakaj demonstrated knowledge of the specification requirements and clear 
understanding of the City’s expectations. 
 
The undersigned checked references for Du-All with Royal Oak Police Department, City of 
Roseville Public Services and Shelby Township general offices.  Each provided positive feedback 
and noted that Mr. Rakaj was readily available to address any issues that may arise on occasion. 
 
Staff and I would respectfully recommend that the custodial contract for all City buildings with 
the exception of Fire Station #1 and #2 be awarded to Du-All Cleaning for an initial contract period 
beginning October 1, 2023 through and including June 30, 2025 at a base 12 month cost of 
$234.066.72 or $19,505 per month.  Staff and I would request Council authorize the parties to 
extend on a year-to-year basis thereafter with option to include increases in line with documented 
expendable product charges or increases in minimum wage.  Staff would also respectfully request 
that Council authorize the City to cancel the contract on a building-by-building basis if necessary 
due to non-performance, in which case the City would approach either Core Clean Services or 
GDI (the second and third low bidders, respectively) to take over individual buildings. 
 
This initial contract award will require a budget amendment of $40,242.  Should any subsequent 
increases due to expendable product increases, wage increases, or reassignment of individual 
building contracts reach Council threshold of $15,000 in total, which is approximately 6.4% of the 
total contract, staff will submit an additional agenda item for review and approval. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Amy J. Misczak, HR Director/Purchasing Coordinator 
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City of Madison Heights
RFP 23-02 Custodial Services

RFP Opening Wednesday, August 23, 2023 11am

Company Name City Hall Library AAC Court Police DPS Totals: 12-Month Total
Hourly Special 

Event Rate
Du-All Cleaning 
Sterling Heights MI $2,997.33 $2,999.99 $3,299.99 $2,499.00 $5,890.00 $1,819.25 $19,505.56 $234,066.72 $25.00
Core Clean Services
Washington, MI $3,319.58 $2,891.25 $3,426.66 $1,820.41 $8,138.33 $1,820.41 $21,416.64 $256,999.68 $24.00
GDI Services
Southfield MI 

$3,790.00 $2,894.00 $3,562.00 $2,605.00 $7,108.00 $2,278.00 $22,237.00 $266,844.00 $22.75
Road RunR
Waterford MI $3,700.00 $3,700.00 $4,000.00 $3,000.00 $7,300.00 $2,500.00 $24,200.00 $290,400.00 $28.00
Giant Janitorial
Detroit MI $3,294.00 $3,162.00 $3,294.00 $2,635.00 $9,816.00 $2,162.00 $24,363.00 $292,356.00 $34.00
Iveza Building Svcs
Sterling Heights MI $3,856.25 $3,185.00 $3,382.25 $2,730.00 $9,107.50 $2,561.25 $24,822.25 $297,867.00 $25.00
Executive Building 
Maintenance (EBM)
Schaumburg IL

$4,250.00 $4,108.71 $4,462.91 $2,833.60 $9,634.23 $2,479.40 $27,768.85 $333,226.20 $30.00

Number of RFP Notices sent:  177     41 vendors downloaded specs/10 vendors attended mandatory walk through/7 proposals received
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