
 

CITY OF MADISON HEIGHTS 

CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 300 W. 13 MILE RD. 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

AUGUST 14, 2023 AT 7:30 PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - COUNCILWOMAN AARON 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 

1. Additions/Deletions 

PRESENTATIONS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

2. City Planner - PEE 23-01 - Alley Vacation: 17 foot-wide alley between 601 W. 12 Mile Road 

and 28767 Dartmouth Street 

ITEMS ON AGENDA OF INTEREST TO PARTIES IN THE AUDIENCE 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

3. Emily Reetz - Resignation from the Human Relations and Equity Commission 

4. Anjela Freeman  - Resignation from the Library Advisory Board 

5. City Planner - Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Cost-Sharing Agreement 

6. Regular City Council Meeting Minutes of July 24, 2023 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

REPORTS: 

ITEMS FOR FUTURE PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

BID AWARDS/PURCHASES: 

ORDINANCES: 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

MINUTES: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

ADJOURNMENT 

NOTICE: Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation through electronic 

means in this meeting should contact the City Clerk at (248) 583-0826 or by email:  clerks@madison-

heights.org  at least two working days in advance of the meeting. An attempt will be made to make 

reasonable accommodations. 
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DATE: August 9, 2023 

 

TO: City Council 

 

FROM: Melissa R. Marsh, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: Agenda Comments for the Regular Council Meeting of Monday, August 14, 2023 

 

 
 

The following are my comments on items appearing on the agenda of the Regular Council Meeting 

on Monday, August 14, 2023. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

PEE 23-01 – ALLEY VACATION: 601 WEST 12 MILE ROAD AND 28767 DARTMOUTH 

STREET. 

The Community & Economic Development Department has received a request to vacate a 17 ft.-

wide improved alley right-of-way between 601 W. 12 Mile Rd. and 28767 Dartmouth Rd. The alley 

also provides access to the property at 611 W. 12 Mile Road. All adjacent property owners have 

signed the petition.  

At the Planning Commission meeting of July 18, 2023, members unanimously approved that the 

City Council postpone action on the alley vacation at 601 W. 12 Mile Road until the Planning 

Commission received further information regarding the following:  

1. A minimum 15-foot-wide public utility easement shall be dedicated and recorded on the 

property benefiting the City of Madison Heights and utility companies for underground 

facilities such as water, sanitary sewer, and natural gas lines.  

2. Prior to formal approval of the alley vacation, the applicant shall coordinate with DTE 

Energy, Comcast, and any other remaining utility companies with facilities in the existing 

alley regarding necessary easements or facility relocation. Correspondence from such 

companies shall be provided to the City Planner prior to the alley vacation being recorded at 

Oakland County.  

3. Submittal of a concept plan for the proposed development, including information pertaining 

to traffic circulation 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

It is the recommendation that the City Council approve the following items as part of the Consent 

Agenda:  

RESIGNATION OF REETZ FROM THE HUMAN RELATIONS AND EQUITY COMMISSION 

Emily Reetz has submitted her resignation from the Human Relations and Equity Commission. 

Therefore, the staff and I recommend City Council accept this resignation and declare the seat vacant 

as part of the consent agenda.  
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RESIGNATION OF FREEMANN FROM THE LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD 

Anjela Freeman has submitted her resignation from the Library Advisory Board. Therefore, the staff 

and I recommend City Council accept this resignation and declare the seat vacant as part of the 

consent agenda.  

SAFE STREETS FOR ALL COST-SHARING AGREEMENT 

The cities of Madison Heights, Hazel Park, Ferndale, Pleasant Ridge, Oak Park, Huntington Woods, 

and Berkley have been awarded a joint planning grant through the U.S. Department of 

Transportation (USDOT) totaling $385,000. The grant is through the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) 

program and will be used to develop a multi-jurisdictional safe streets action plan. Ferndale is 

serving as the lead municipality for the administration of the grant. The total local match for the 

awarded grant is $96,250.04, and Madison Heights’ portion of the local grant match is $14,895.84. 

Therefore, staff and I recommend approval of the attached multi-jurisdictional cost-sharing 

agreement for the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) action plan grant, including Madison Heights’ local 

grant match of $14,895.84, and authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign on behalf of the City 

as part of the consent agenda.  
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To:    City of Madison Heights City Council 
 

From:   Matt Lonnerstater, AICP – City Planner 
 

Memo Date:  August 2nd, 2023 
 

Council Meeting:  August 14th, 2023 
 

Subject: Alley Vacation Request #PEE 23-0001 – Alley between 601 W. 12 Mile Road and 
28767 Dartmouth Road. 

 

Please be advised of the following action of the Planning Commission at their July 18th, 2023 meeting: 

Motion by Grant, seconded by Graettinger to recommend to Council to postpone action on the alley 
vacation at 601 W. 12 Mile Road until the Planning Commission has further information based on the 
following conditions:  

1. A minimum 15-foot-wide public utility easement shall be dedicated and recorded on the 
property benefiting the City of Madison Heights and utility companies for underground 
facilities such as water, sanitary sewer, and natural gas lines. 
 

2. Prior to formal approval of the alley vacation, the applicant shall coordinate with DTE Energy, 
Comcast, and any other remaining utility companies with facilities in the existing alley 
regarding necessary easements or facility relocation. Correspondence from such companies 
shall be provided to the City Planner prior to the alley vacation being recorded at Oakland 
County. 
 

3. Submittal of a concept plan for the proposed development, including information pertaining 
to traffic circulation.  

Motion carries unanimously. 

 
Introduction 
 

The Community & Economic Development Department has received a request to vacate a 17 ft.-wide 
improved alley right-of-way located between 601 W. 12 Mile Rd. and 28767 Dartmouth Rd. The alley also 
provides access to the property at 611 W. 12 Mile Road. All adjacent property owners have signed the 
petition. Please note that while the plans depict a 20 ft.-wide alley, the southern 3 feet of the alley were 
previously vacated and adjoined to the 28767 Dartmouth Street property. The remaining alley is 17 feet 
in width.  

The aerial and street view images below depict the location and conditions of the alley.  
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Aerial View 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Street View 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Alley 
Vacation (20 ft. wide) 

601 W. 12 Mile 
Rd. 

28767 Dartmouth St.  

611 W. 12 Mile Rd. 

Source: Madison Heights GIS 

Source: Google Streetview 
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Street Vacation Request # PEE 23-01– 601 W. 12 Mile Rd.  

Page 3 

Background  
 

Per Section 23-109 (Vacation of Streets, Alleys, Etc.) of Chapter 23 of the Code of Ordinances (Streets and 
Sidewalks and Other Public Places), City Council may consider petitions to vacate a street, alley, or right-
of-way. When a right-of-way is vacated, the new property is split and allocated to adjacent properties. At 
their July 10th, 2023 meeting, City Council set a public hearing date for the August 14th meeting, but 
referred the alley vacation request to the Planning Commission for study and a recommendation prior to 
the hearing. At the July 18th, 2023 meeting, the Planning Commission reviewed the alley vacation request 
and recommended that City Council postpone action until the following action items are addressed:  
 
 

1. A minimum 15-foot-wide public utility easement shall be dedicated and recorded on the 
property benefiting the City of Madison Heights and utility companies for underground 
facilities such as water, sanitary sewer, and natural gas lines. 
 

2. Prior to formal approval of the alley vacation, the applicant shall coordinate with DTE 
Energy, Comcast, and any other remaining utility companies with facilities in the existing 
alley regarding necessary easements or facility relocation. Correspondence from such 
companies shall be provided to the City Planner prior to the alley vacation being recorded 
at Oakland County. 

 

3. Submittal of a concept plan for the proposed development, including information 
pertaining to traffic circulation.  

 
Project Area and Utilities 
 

The existing alley abuts three (3) properties: 
 

• 601 W. 12 Mile Rd. is improved with a gas station (zoned B-3, General Business) 
 

• 28767 Dartmouth Rd. is improved with a single-family residence and detached garage (Zoned R-
3, One-Family Residential) 
 

• 611 W. 12 Mile Rd. is vacant (zoned B-3, General Business) 
 

The public alley is denoted in the recorded plat of Assessors Plat No. 2 and serviced the rear of the lots 
adjacent to W. 12 Mile Road. The alley first appears in historic aerial photographs in 1974, as shown below. 
Based on the photograph from 1974, the alleyway historically appears to service the commercial property 
at 611 W. 12 Mile Road (formerly Marinelli’s Restaurant).  

 

Historic Aerial Imagery (1974) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Oakland County 
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Street Vacation Request # PEE 23-01– 601 W. 12 Mile Rd.  
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An eight-inch (8”) water line and a twelve-inch (12”) sanitary sewer line are located within the existing alley 
right-of-way. The Department of Public Services (DPS) has reviewed the vacation request and requests the 
dedication of an easement. Therefore, if vacated, the City should retain a public utility easement over the 
property benefitting both the City and utility companies.  
 
The alley vacation request has been sent to DTE Energy, Consumers Energy, ATT, WOW Net, and Comcast for 
their input and approval. To date, the City has received responses from DTE, Consumers Energy, and Comcast, 
who have all indicated that they have facilities located within the easement.  
 

DTE: DTE has responded that they have utility equipment in the public alley in the form of overhead 
telephone poles/wires. However, in their response letter, DTE states that they are open to relocation 
options. Per the applicant, they have been working with DTE to relocate the overhead power lines to 
the south.  
 

Consumers Energy: Consumers Energy stated that they have underground natural gas facilities located 
within the alley. However, they do not object to the vacation if a 12-foot-wide easement is dedicated.  
 

Comcast: Comcast responded that they have aerial facilities within the alley, likely collocated on the 
DTE Energy overhead poles. Therefore, relocation of comcast facilities would likely be contingent upon 
the DTE relocation plans.  
 

Concept Plan 

The applicant has submitted a concept plan for a proposed renovation of the existing gas station at 601 
W. 12 Mile Road. This plan is provided for informational purposes and is not the subject of this review. 
The applicant intends to use the vacated alley and the adjacent residential property to the south for a 
drive-through lane and additional parking. As proposed, the applicant will need to obtain a subsequent 
rezoning and site plan approval for the proposed redevelopment.  

 

City Council Action 

Per Section 23-109 of the Streets and Sidewalk and Other Public Places Ordinance, after the required public 
hearing, City Council may by resolution confirm or reject the alley vacation request. City Council may also refer 
the petition back to the Planning Commission for further study. Approval and denial resolutions are attached. 
If City Council moves to refer the petition back to the Planning Commission, City Council shall appoint a time 
not less than four weeks thereafter for a new public hearing.  
 

Approval: Refer to draft approval resolution 
 
Denial: Refer to draft denial resolution 
 
Postponement: Move to set a new public hearing date for September 25th, 2023. In conjunction, City 
Council may refer the alley vacation request and concept site plan back to the Planning Commission 
for review and recommendation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7

Item 2.



ALLEY VACATION [APPROVAL] – PEE #23-01 

Mo�on by Councilor __________________, 
Supported by Councilor _________________, 

 

WHEREAS, a request has been received from Brian Najor of MAD Fuel Holdings, LLC, 601 W. 12 Mile 
Road, Madison Heights, MI 48071, to vacate the exis�ng 17-foot wide alley adjacent to 601 W. 12 Mile 
Road (TM# 44-25-14-202-003; Assessors Plat No. 2 Lots 5 thru 11) and 28767 Dartmouth Street (TM# 44-
25-14-202-004; Assessors Plat No. 2 Lot 12) and to retain the exis�ng public u�lity easements therein; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed alley vaca�on at their July 18th, 2023 
mee�ng; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended that City Council ac�on be postponed un�l such 
�me that a concept plan for the proposed development is provided and un�l such �me that u�lity 
companies provide correspondence pertaining to necessary easements and u�lity reloca�ons; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant has provided the City with a conceptual site plan for future development and 
has provided correspondence from u�lity companies, sa�sfying the Planning Commission’s 
recommenda�on; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on August 14th, 2023, and there were no objec�ons 
from the audience;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Madison Heights City Council determines that it is 
necessary for the health, welfare, comfort and safety of the people of the City to: 

Vacate the exis�ng 17-foot wide alley adjacent to 601 W. 12 Mile Road (TM# 44-25-14-202-003; 
Assessors Plat No. 2 Lots 5 thru 11) and 28767 Dartmouth Street (TM# 44-25-14-202-004; 
Assessors Plat No. 2 Lot 12) and to retain the exis�ng public u�lity easements therein, subject to 
all condi�ons of the u�li�es in their respec�ve review leters. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that based on the findings enumerated above, the Madison Heights City 
Council hereby approves requested alley vaca�on PEE #23-01 and reten�on of the public u�lity 
easements therein, subject to all condi�ons of the u�li�es in their respec�ve review leters.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk shall within thirty (30) days forward to the State Treasurer 
and County Register of Deeds a cer�fied copy of said resolu�on: 

 

Yeas: 

Nays:  
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ALLEY VACATION [DENIAL] – PEE #23-01 

Motion by Councilor __________________, 

Supported by Councilor _________________, 

 

WHEREAS, a request has been received from Brian Najor of MAD Fuel Holdings, LLC, 601 W. 12 Mile 

Road, Madison Heights, MI 48071, to vacate the existing 17-foot wide alley adjacent to 601 W. 12 Mile 

Road (TM# 44-25-14-202-003; Assessors Plat No. 2 Lots 5 thru 11) and 28767 Dartmouth Street (TM# 44-

25-14-202-004; Assessors Plat No. 2 Lot 12) and to retain the existing public utility easements therein; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed alley vacation at their July 18th, 2023 

meeting; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommended that City Council action be postponed until such 

time that a concept plan for the proposed development is provided and until such time that utility 

companies provide correspondence pertaining to necessary easements and utility relocations; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant has provided the City with a conceptual site plan for future development but is 

still in discussion with DTE regarding utility relocation; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on August 14th, 2023; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council does not deem it advisable to vacate said public alley;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Madison Heights City Council determines that it is not 

necessary for the health, welfare, comfort and safety of the people of the City to: 

Vacate the existing 17-foot wide alley adjacent to 601 W. 12 Mile Road (TM# 44-25-14-202-003; 

Assessors Plat No. 2 Lots 5 thru 11) and 28767 Dartmouth Street (TM# 44-25-14-202-004; 

Assessors Plat No. 2 Lot 12) and to retain the existing public utility easements therein, subject to 

all conditions of the utilities in their respective review letters. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that based on the findings enumerated above, the Madison Heights City 

Council hereby denies the requested alley vacation PEE #23-01.  

 

Yeas: 

Nays:  
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2605 Circle 75 Parkway SE  |  Atlanta, Georgia 30339  |  www.comcastcorporation.com 

November 29, 2022 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Keith Maziasz 
Senior Vice President 
Najor Companies  
600 N. Old Woodward 
Suite 100 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
 
RE: VACATION OF PUBLIC ALLEY IN THE CITY OF MADISON HEIGHTS 
ON DARTMOUTH STREET AND 12 MILE ROAD 
 
Dear Mr. Maziasz,  
 
Comcast is in receipt of your email on the above referenced vacation of public alley in 
the City of Madison Heights and requesting confirmation that Comcast has no facilities 
impacted with the request to vacate the alley.  
 
We have reviewed the request with the map provided and determined that Comcast has 
aerial facilities in the area marked by a rectangle on the attached map. Do let us know if 
this area needs to be vacated.  

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at (404) 821-2010 or our Senior Manager of Construction, Jeff 
Dobies at (313) 363-8027. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

 

Sincerely,  

Therese Imachukwu 

Therese Imachukwu 
Senior Manager 
 
cc. Jeff Dobies 
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June 29, 2023 

 

       

Mr. Matt Lonnerstater, AICP 

City Planner 

City of Madison Heights 

 

Re: Request for public alley vacation 

 

Dear Mr. Lonnerstater: 

 

Please be advised that the DTE Electric Company has reviewed your request for the 

vacation of a public alley located between 601 W. 12 Mile Road and 28767 Dartmouth 

Street, Madison Heights. 

 

Upon inspection of the property, DTE Electric Company has an objection to this request.  

DTE Electric Company currently has utility equipment in this public alley and therefore 

we must deny your request.  If you would like to explore relocation options, please call 1-

800-477-4747 and submit a request for utility equipment relocation and we will be happy 

to explore any available options and give you a cost estimate for the work necessary to do 

so. 

 

Should you have any questions regarding your request, or require additional information, 

please contact me at Kimberly.tassen@dteenergy.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kimberly A. Tassen 

 

Kimberly A. Tassen, SR/WA, R/W-NAC 

Right of Way Facilitator 

DTE Electric Company 

Redford Service Center 

Kimberly.tassen@dteenergy.com 
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2605 Circle 75 Parkway SE  |  Atlanta, Georgia 30339  |  www.comcastcorporation.com 

November 29, 2022 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Keith Maziasz 
Senior Vice President 
Najor Companies  
600 N. Old Woodward 
Suite 100 
Birmingham, MI 48009 
 
RE: VACATION OF PUBLIC ALLEY IN THE CITY OF MADISON HEIGHTS 
ON DARTMOUTH STREET AND 12 MILE ROAD 
 
Dear Mr. Maziasz,  
 
Comcast is in receipt of your email on the above referenced vacation of public alley in 
the City of Madison Heights and requesting confirmation that Comcast has no facilities 
impacted with the request to vacate the alley.  
 
We have reviewed the request with the map provided and determined that Comcast has 
aerial facilities in the area marked by a rectangle on the attached map. Do let us know if 
this area needs to be vacated.  

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly at (404) 821-2010 or our Senior Manager of Construction, Jeff 
Dobies at (313) 363-8027. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

 

Sincerely,  

Therese Imachukwu 

Therese Imachukwu 
Senior Manager 
 
cc. Jeff Dobies 
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PART II - CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Chapter 23 - STREETS AND SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES 

ARTICLE IV. VACATION OF STREETS, ALLEYS, ETC. 
 

 

 

Madison Heights, Michigan, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2022-05-12 08:48:58 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 30) 

 
Page 1 of 2 

ARTICLE IV. VACATION OF STREETS, ALLEYS, ETC.1 

Sec. 23-109. Streets and alleys—Procedure upon petition of one hundred percent of adjoining 

property owners. 

Whenever the owners of property adjoining a street or alley within the city shall file a petition with the city 
council asking the council to vacate said street or alley and when said petition is signed by 100 percent of the 
adjoining owners, the city council may refer the petition to the plan commission for study and report to the 
council. When said plan commission has filed its report with the council concerning the vacation of said street or 
alley, the council may by resolution confirm or reject the recommendation contained in such report. In the event 
the council deems it advisable to vacate said street or alley, it shall adopt a resolution and shall appoint a time not 
less than four weeks thereafter when the council will meet to hear objections thereto. Notice of such meeting shall 
be given by publication in such newspaper circulating within the city as the council may direct from time to time. If 
on the date of such hearing no objections are filed, the street or alley or any part thereof may be vacated and the 
resolution vacating such street, alley or any part thereof adopted.  

(Code 1958, § 7-131; Ord. No. 110, § 1, 10-15-58; Ord. No. 233, § 1, 10-14-63) 

Sec. 23-110. Same—Procedure upon petition by less than one hundred percent of adjoining 

property owners or upon council action. 

When the petition to vacate is signed by less than 100 percent of the adjoining owners or when the council 
shall deem it advisable to vacate, discontinue or abolish any street, alley or any part thereof, the council shall by 
resolution so declare and by said resolution shall refer the proceedings to the plan commission for study and 
report. The plan commission shall order a public hearing thereon and upon a favorable report to the council 
advising said vacation the said council shall by resolution appoint a time not less than four weeks thereafter when 
it will meet and hear objections thereto. Notice of such meeting shall be given by publication in such newspaper 
circulating within the city as the council may direct from time to time. In the event objections to such proposed 
action shall be filed with the clerk in writing the said street, alley or any part thereof shall not be vacated or 
discontinued, except by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the council elect.  

(Code 1958, § 7-132; Ord. No. 110, § 1, 10-15-58) 

Sec. 23-111. Same—Easement may be reserved. 

Whenever the city council shall by resolution vacate any street, alley or any part thereof, it may, in the same 
resolution, reserve an easement therein for public utility purposes with the right-of-way of any such street or alley 
so vacated.  

(Code 1958, § 7-135; Ord. No. 110, § 1, 10-15-58) 

 

1Charter reference(s)—Specific authority to vacate streets, Ch. 2, § 2.2(d).  
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Sec. 23-112. Easements; procedure. 

Whenever the owners of a majority of frontage of property adjoining and abutting a public easement within 
the city shall file a petition with the city council asking that said easement be vacated, or in the event it is deemed 
advisable by the council to vacate any public easement, the city council shall refer the question of the vacating of 
such easement to the plan commission for study, and hold a public hearing and send a report to the council. Notice 
of such public hearing shall be sent to all public utilities servicing the city, and to the engineering and public works 
departments of the city. In the event no objections to the vacation of easement are made by said public utilities, 
and the vacation is approved by the engineering and public works departments of the city, the plan commission 
may recommend its approval to the council. The council may thereafter declare by resolution that it is deemed 
advisable to vacate said public easement and in said resolution shall appoint a time not less than four weeks 
thereafter when the council will meet and hear objections thereto. Notice of such meeting shall be given by 
publication in such newspaper circulating within the city as the council may direct from time to time. Upon such 
hearing, if no objections are received, the public easement may be vacated and a resolution vacating such 
easement may be adopted.  

(Code 1958, § 7-133; Ord. No. 162, § 1, 8-8-60) 

Sec. 23-113. Recordation with register of deeds effects council resolution. 

Upon the resolution of vacation of a street, alley, easement or any part thereof becoming effective the city 
clerk shall within 30 days, forward to the state treasurer and record with the register of deeds a certified copy of 
said resolution, together with his certificate giving the name or names of any plat, subdivision or addition affected 
by such resolution and such resolution shall have no force or effect until so recorded.  

(Code 1958, § 7-130; Ord. No. 162, § 2, 8-8-60) 

State law reference(s)—Similar provisions as to platted areas, MSA 26.430(256), (257).  

Sec. 23-114. Recordation with city clerk; prima facie evidence. 

Every resolution discontinuing or vacating any street, alley or any part thereof shall be recorded in a book of 
street records to be maintained by the city clerk and the records therein shall be prima facie evidence of all 
matters therein set forth.  

(Code 1958, § 7-134; Ord. No. 110, § 1, 10-15-58) 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Cheryl Rottmann, City Clerk

Emily Reetz has submitted her resignation as a member from the HREC.

Staff recommends that Council accept the resignation of Emily Reetz from the Human Relations and
Equity Commission and declare the seat vacant.

Consent Agenda

Emily Reetz - Resignation from the Human Relations and Equity Commission

8/14/23
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Cheryl Rottmann

From: Heather Hames
Sent: Tuesday, August 1, 2023 1:39 PM
To: Cheryl Rottmann; Annette Boucher
Subject: Fw: HREC member resignation

Hi Cheryl, 
 
Please see below Emily Reetz's resignation from the HREC. (please let me know if you need something more 
official from her). 
 
Can you please update the website and Municode Meetings? 
 
thank  you, 
Heather 
 
Heather Hames, MLIS (she/her) 

Library Coordinator 
Madison Heights Public Library 
248‐588‐7763 
www.madison‐heights.org/library 
www.facebook.com/mhlibrary 

From: Emily Reetz <esr317@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 6:24 PM 
To: Heather Hames <HeatherHames@madison‐heights.org> 
Subject: Re: HREC Meeting  
  
Hi Heather, 
 
I would like to resign from the HREC, I am not sure if I was officially reappointed by the City Council as I believe my 
appointment was for one year, but I would like to know what my next steps are. 
 
Thank you, 
Emily  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Jul 24, 2023, at 7:51 PM, Heather Hames <HeatherHames@madison‐heights.org> wrote: 
>  
> [https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fres‐h3.public.cdn.office.net%2fassets%2fmail%2ffile‐
icon%2fpng%2fpdf_16x16.png&c=E,1,HMllR‐cwh6OSRFbaD4ODmHfbKUR3hehwt8‐AH8M2oRqLXdBC‐EL‐
z09Fjb7N4X2uAEQ9y1aPr0t‐DVtIiUC1ipHXcc13mPgkyFGpb4AX&typo=1]HREC Agenda Packet August 1, 
2023.pdf<https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmadisonheightscity‐
my.sharepoint.com%2f%3ab%3a%2fg%2fpersonal%2fheatherhames_madison‐
heights_org%2fEXaaBgJjYFdIt0bJRZIrD0IBKSTbW3iwnIPgmpScjIII1Q&c=E,1,YmuIxQmYln3YFtlpjKEikmgjWkOKPG8Oa84bc
98z2ogqE1gP1J2qsTK‐5oif9AvICmWz3ce7E_JfQnJ_IjQ_dqyheAW6vdGo89Oa0eZLuNI,&typo=1> 
> <meeting.ics> 
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Cheryl Rottmann, City Clerk

Anjela Freeman has submitted her resignation as a member from the Library Advisory Board.

Staff recommends that Council accept the resignation of Anjela Freeman from the Library Advisory Board
and declare the seat vacant.

Consent Agenda

Anjela Freeman - Resignation from the Library Advisory Board

8/14/23
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Cheryl Rottmann

From: Vanessa Verdun-Morris
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2023 10:25 AM
To: afreemanjd@gmail.com
Cc: Cheryl Rottmann; Annette Boucher
Subject: Re: Library Advisory Board Meeting, 7/19 at 6:30pm

Good morning, Ms. Freeman,  
 
Thank you for letting me know. Please feel free to share any of your opinions or advice on library services with me via 
email anytime.  
 
 
Thank you, again.  
 

Vanessa Verdun‐Morris 
Library Director 
City of Madison Heights 

From: Anjela Freeman <afreemanjd@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2023 10:16 AM 
To: Vanessa Verdun‐Morris <VanessaVerdun‐Morris@madison‐heights.org> 
Subject: Re: Library Advisory Board Meeting, 7/19 at 6:30pm 
  
Dear Ms. Verdun‐Morris, 
 
At this time I wish to resign my position on the Library Board. Unfortunately, the meeting dates and times have not been 
days when I was available, and I think it best the Board fill my position with someone with more availability. Should my 
availability change, I will reapply.  
 
Thank you, 
Anjela Freeman 
 
On Thu, Jul 13, 2023 at 8:00 AM Vanessa Verdun‐Morris <VanessaVerdun‐Morris@madison‐heights.org> wrote: 

Hello, Board Members, 
 
Attached is the packet for Wednesday's meeting, which will be held in the library. Krissie will be chairing the 
meeting because Amanda is out of town. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or won't be able to attend the meeting. 
 
Thanks, and have a great weekend! 
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Vanessa Verdun‐Morris (she/her)  
Library Director  
City of Madison Heights  
Library: 248‐588‐7763 
Direct: 248‐837‐2852  
madison‐heights.org/library  
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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY FORM 

MEETING DATE: 

PREPARED BY: 

AGENDA ITEM CONTENT: 

AGENDA ITEM SECTION: 

BUDGETED AMOUNT: FUNDS REQUESTED: 

FUND: 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Matt Lonnerstater, AICP

$14,895.84

Streets: 101-46-818-0000

Refer to Staff Memo. The cities of Madison Heights, Hazel Park, Ferndale, Pleasant Ridge, Oak Park, 
Huntington Woods, and Berkley have been awarded a joint action planning grant through the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) totaling $385,000. The grant is through the Safe Streets for All 
(SS4A) program. The total local match for the awarded grant is $96,250.04. Madison Heights’ portion of 
the local match is $14,895.84

Approval of the attached multi-jurisdictional cost sharing agreement for the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) 
action plan grant, including Madison Heights’ local grant match of $14,895.84, and authorizing the Mayor 
and City Clerk to sign on behalf of the City.   

Consent Agenda

Approval of Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Action Plan Grant Cost-Sharing Agreement

8/14/23

$14,895.84
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 

To:    City of Madison Heights City Council 
 

From:   Matt Lonnerstater, AICP – City Planner 
 

Memo Date:  August 1st, 2023 
 

Council Meeting:  August 14th, 2023 
 

Subject:  Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Cost-Sharing Agreement 
 

Overview 

The cities of Madison Heights, Hazel Park, Ferndale, Pleasant Ridge, Oak Park, Huntington Woods, and 
Berkley have been awarded a joint planning grant through the U.S. Department of Transportation 
(USDOT) totaling $385,000. The grant is through the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) program and will be used 
to develop a multi-jurisdictional safe streets action plan. Ferndale is serving as the lead municipality for 
administration of the grant. The total local match for the awarded grant is $96,250.04, and Madison 
Heights’ portion of the local grant match is $14,895.84 
 
Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Background 

The SS4A program provides funding for communities impacted by major highway and corridor 
development to identify methods to improve connectivity, safety, and non-motorized transportation. 
Please refer to the attached SS4A primer from USDOT. The program provides funding for the 
development of both action plans and implementation projects. However, to receive funding for specific 
implementation projects, municipalities must first adopt a safe streets action plan that provides a 
framework for motorized and non-motorized safety improvements. The approved grant will enable the 
development of a multi-jurisdictional safe streets action plan which will, in turn, open up funding for 
specific implementation projects. Implementation funding is significant, with the average award for 
fiscal year 2023 expecting to be in the $10-$25 million range.   
 
As the administrative lead for the SS4A action planning grant, the City of Ferndale is requesting a multi-
jurisdictional cost-sharing agreement signed by each participating municipality. Madison Heights’ local 
share of the grant is $14,895.84. The cost-sharing agreement is attached.  
 

Requested Action 

Staff recommends approval of the attached multi-jurisdictional cost sharing agreement for the Safe 
Streets for All (SS4A) action plan grant, including Madison Heights’ local grant match of $14,895.84, and 
authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to sign on behalf of the City.  
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COST-SHARING AGREEMENT REGARDING 

2022 SAFE STREETS AND ROADS FOR ALL 

(“SS4A”) GRANT PROGRAM 

 
This Cost-Sharing Agreement (the “Agreement”) is made and entered into on 

_________, 2023 by and between the City of Ferndale (“Ferndale”), City of Berkley 

(“Berkley”), City of Hazel Park (“Hazel Park), City of Huntington Woods (“Huntington 

Woods”), City of Madison Heights (“Madison Heights”), City of Oak Park (“Oak Park”), and 

City of Pleasant Ridge (“Pleasant Ridge”), collectively referred to as “Local Communities”. 

 

The 2022 Safe Streets and Roads for All (“SS4A Grant”) Program is a United States 
Department of Transportation (“USDOT”) and Federal Highway Administration (“FHWA”) 

Grant Program to study the historical development of the federal major highway system, 
including I-75, I-696, and Woodward Avenue and the impact of that development on the Local 

Communities, and  
 

The SS4A Grant will allow the Local Communities to study and identify ways to restore 

connectivity between the Local Communities, improve economic opportunities within the Local 
Communities, identify opportunities to reduce pollution in the Local Communities and generate 

equitable opportunities for residents within the Local Communities; and 
 

The SS4A Grant will allow for planning and engagement meetings with the Local 
Communities, implementation of services to measure the existing street network functions for 

users with connective devices, exploration of emerging technologies regarding transportation 
and safety issues for non-motorized users and examination of the effectiveness of already-

implemented road diets and multi-modal safety improvements in the Local Communities. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the based on the mutual consideration and covenants stated 

below, the Local Communities agree as follows: 

 

I.   

AUTHORIZATION FOR PLANNING 

 

The Local Communities authorize and agree to participate in the SS4A Grant Program 

as described in the attached SS4A Grant Application dated __________ (Exhibit A), subject 

to and contingent upon the SS4A receipt of the SS4A Grant funds by lead applicant, Ferndale 

filed on behalf of the Local Communities.   

 

The planning shall be designed and implemented in accordance with the standards in 

the SS4A Grant application and the SS4A Grant Program general terms and conditions.  If 

awarded the SS4A Grant by USDOT/FHWA, the Local Communities authorize Ferndale to 

administer the SS4A grant.  
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A. Ferndale shall be authorized to: 

 

a. Coordinate meetings between appropriate Local Communities personnel to review 

and implement the action plans schedule set forth in the Grant Agreement between USDOT, 

FHWA and lead applicant, Ferndale; 

b. Administer the SS4A Grant, expenses and reimbursements as specified in the Grant 

Agreement; and 

c. Administer the planning association with the SS4A Grant. 

d. Select the contractor/vendor for plan development upon receipt of a recommendation 

from a sub-committee of the Local Communities. 

 

II. 

REIMBURSEMENT/PAYMENT 

 

The expected local share of the SS4A Grant Program, if awarded, is $96,250.  Each of the 

Local Communities shall reimburse Ferndale the local share amount of the SS4A Grant as set forth 

in Exhibit B, agreeing to and accepting Ferndale’s coordination, supervision and oversight of the 

SS4A Grant Program as consideration for Ferndale’s identified local match amount. If Ferndale 

pays any Local Communities’ matching contribution amount, that Local Community shall 

reimburse Ferndale the amount paid within thirty (30) days of being invoiced by Ferndale.   

 

III. 

RESERVATION OF RIGHTS, INSURANCE AND LIABILITY 

 

No Waiver of Governmental Immunity. No provision of this Agreement is intended, nor 

shall any provision of this Agreement be construed, as a waiver of any governmental immunity 

as provided under law. 

 

Agency. The Local Communities agree that at all times and for all purposes under the 

terms of this Agreement, no liability, right or benefit arising out of any agency relationship, 

either express or implied, shall arise or accrue as a result of this Agreement, except as provided 

in this Agreement. Ferndale shall have all necessary authority for coordinating the 

implementation and planning set forth in the SS4A Grant Agreement with USDOT and FHWA. 

 

Liability and Insurance. The Local Communities shall each be solely responsible for the 

acts and omissions of their own employees, and agents. The Local Communities shall be 

responsible for maintaining liability insurance covering its respective activities as they relate to 

this Agreement. 

 

IV. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Entire Agreement. This Agreement sets forth the entire agreement between the Local 

Communities and supersedes any prior understandings.  If there is any conflict between this 

Agreement, the SS4A Grant Application and the fee estimate (Exhibit B), the fee estimate set 

forth above shall control. 
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Severability. If a Court of competent jurisdiction finds any provisions of this Agreement 

invalid or unenforceable, then that provision shall be deemed severed from this Agreement. The 

remainder of this Agreement shall remain in full force. 

 

Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by Michigan law. Except as 

otherwise required by law or court rule, any action brought to enforce, interpret or decide any 

claim arising under this Agreement shall be brought in the Oakland County Circuit Court. 

 

Amendment. The Agreement may be amended only upon written agreement authorized 

by the governing bodies of the Local Communities. 

 

No Implied Waiver. Absent a written waiver, no failure or delay by a party to pursue or 

enforce any rights or remedies under this Agreement shall constitute a waiver of those rights 

with regard to any existing or subsequent breach of this Agreement. No waiver of any term, 

condition, or provision of this Agreement, whether by conduct or otherwise, in one or more 

instances shall be deemed or construed as a continuing waiver of any term, condition, or 

provision of this Agreement. No waiver by either party shall subsequently affect its rights to 

require strict performance of this Agreement. 

 

Notices. Notices given under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be personally 

delivered, sent by express delivery service, certified mail, or first class U.S. mail postage prepaid 

to the Local Communities. 

 

Assignment and Subletting. This Agreement may not be assigned nor may duties or 

obligations hereunder be delegated without the prior written agreement of the Local 

Communities. 

 
Interpretation of Agreement. This is a negotiated Agreement. Should any part of this 

Agreement be in dispute, the Agreement shall not be construed more favorably for one party over 

any other, and the doctrine of construction against the drafter shall not apply. 

 

No Third-Party Beneficiaries. The Local Communities do not intend to confer third 

party beneficiary status on any non-party to this Agreement. 

 

Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which 

shall be deemed an original, and such counterparts when taken together shall constitute one and 

the same instrument. 
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City of Ferndale 

 

  

Mayor 

 

 

By:   

Clerk 

 

Date:   

City of Berkley 

 

By:   

Mayor 

 

 

By:   

Clerk 

 

Date:   

  

City of Hazel Park 

 

  

Mayor 

 

 

By:   

Clerk 

 

Date:   

City of Huntington Woods 

 

  

Mayor 

 

 

By:   

Clerk 

 

Date:   

  

City of Madison Heights 

 

By:   

Mayor 

 

 

By:   

Clerk 

 

Date:   

City of Oak Park 

 

By:   

Mayor 

 

 

By:   

Clerk 

 

Date:   

  

City of Pleasant Ridge 

 

By:   

Mayor 

 

 

By:   

Clerk 

 

Date:   
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EXHIBIT B 

 

City of Ferndale ............................................................. $6,875.00 

(as the administrative lead community, Ferndale will pay a lesser 

amount of the cost than the other Local Communities) 

 

City of Berkley ............................................................ $14,895.84 

City of Hazel Park ....................................................... $14,895.84 

City of Huntington Woods........................................... $14,895.84 

City of Madison Heights .............................................. $14,895.84 

City of Oak Park .......................................................... $14,895.84 

City of Pleasant Ridge ................................................. $14,895.84 

TOTAL ....................................................................... $96,250.04 
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��	����	�������	�
�	̀����	���	���	\��S�̂���������
���	X������b	����	vw	������
	�
	�XX��X������	� 
��	����	w	�����b	QxQQyQxQzV	[��	��S�X������	� 
��	�����
��b	�����b	�
�	[�����	�
���������	���� ��	���
��	��	X����
�	�������	������	�
������ �	�
{ ����V[��	��S�	X������	� XX����	���	�V�V	e�X�����
�	��	[��
�X�������
��	T����
��	̀������	��������������	�
�	� �	����	��	|���	�������	������V	}~��	}������	�������������	��������	��	}��������������[��	������	����	\OP̂	QxQR	T�����	��	O 
��
�	UXX��� 
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City Council Regular Meeting 

Madison Heights, Michigan 

July 24, 2023 

 

A City Council Regular Meeting was held on Monday, July 24, 2023 at 7:30 PM at City Hall - 

Council Chambers, 300 W. 13 Mile Rd. 

PRESENT 

Mayor Roslyn Grafstein 

Councilwoman Toya Aaron 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark Bliss 

Councilman Sean Fleming 

Councilor Emily Rohrbach 

Councilman David Soltis 

Councilor Quinn Wright 

OTHERS PRESENT 

City Manager Melissa Marsh 

Assistant City Attorney Tim Burns 

City Clerk Cheryl Rottmann 

Mayor Grafstein gave the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance followed. 

 

CM-23-185. Additions/Deletions. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilor Rohrbach, to add to 

tonight's agenda the following: 

Consent Agenda:  Appointment of Harley Modarski to the Arts Board  

Presentations:  Presentation and Update from State Senator Stephanie Chang 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

Presentation and Update from State Senator Stephanie Chang. 

State Senator Stephanie Chang noted that she represents District 3 including Madison Heights and 

is your voice in Lansing. If anyone would like to contact her, she can be reached at 313-922-6949 

or on her website at senatorstephaniechang.com.  She is holding coffee hours on August 7th at 11 

a.m. at the Hazel Park Cafe and invited the public to join her.  She stated that the State Legislature 

passed the school and omnibus budgets, and they include historic investments and investments in 

infrastructure.  The State continues to make progress through the budget and she is working hard 

to make sure the things Michiganders care about are included in the budget.  Recent legislative 

changes include Proposal 2 implementation that will increase access to our democracy, and she is 

proud of her continued work on behalf of sexual assault victims.  The legislature is also working 

to address climate change and there is a big package of bills to codify the governor's MiHealthy 
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Planet Plan that they will be working on this fall.  She encouraged everyone to feel free to provide 

her any feedback and contact her anytime. 

 

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

There where no members of the public wishing to speak. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

CM-23-186. Approval of the Consent Agenda. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming, to approve the 

Consent Agenda, as read. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-187. Michigan Employees' Retirement System - Delegates and Alternates 

to Annual Meeting. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming, to appoint 

Melissa Marsh and Amy Misczak as Officer Delegate and Officer Alternate, respectively, 

and to certify the employee's election of Linda Harms and Madhu Rakshit as Employee 

Delegate and Employee Alternate to attend the Annual MERS Meeting on September 28-

29 at the Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center, Detroit Michigan. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-188. City Council Special Meeting Minutes of July 10, 2023. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming, to approve the 

City Council Special Meeting Minutes of July 10, 2023, as printed. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 
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CM-23-189. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of July 10, 2023. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming, to approve the 

City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of July 10, 2023, as printed. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-190.  Appointment to the Arts Board. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming, to appoint 

Harley Mordarski to the Arts Board with a regular term to expire August 31, 2026. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-191. MHDDA 11 Mile Road Streetscape Plan. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilor Wright, to approve a 

budget amendment to increase Contractual Services 248-863-818-0000 by $50,000 and 

approve a contract with Nowak Frau for the MHDDA 11 Mile Rd Streetscape Plan not to 

exceed $100,000. 

In response to Mayor Pro Tem Bliss's question, CED Director Tucker stated that while 

some fees are charged prior to receiving a deliverable, the first portion of the plan involves 

work from both our engineering firm and a planning firm to assess and analyze the area 

and engage in public input needed prior to creating a plan that makes sense for our 

existing businesses and connects the neighborhoods. They need to analyze existing 

infrastructure and see how that will work with any proposed new plan.  The DDA will 

essentially be receiving a master level plan of 11 Mile and a focus area with conceptual 

engineering for a smaller area.  

Councilor Rohrbach stated that the first two tasks are necessary to bring about the 

deliverables towards the end. 

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss clarified that he doesn't disagree with the task but feels that the fee 

is high. 

In response to Councilman Soltis, City Manager Marsh stated that this type of plan has 

not been done previously because the DDA did not have any means to do this, and at one 

point, the DDA almost went broke.  It has only been since 2019 that the DDA has been 

able to save money.  If we don't have a plan with estimated engineering, we can't submit 

for future funding opportunities.  She stated that the DDA currently has $300,000 and the 

first step is to develop a plan, then find funding.  Secondly, the DDA must have funds to 

match potential grants so that these goals can be accomplished.  She added that the first 
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proposal was $150,000 and staff met with the contractor and refocused the scope and was 

able to reduce the cost to $100,000.   

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Councilman 

Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-192. Scheduled Replacement of Sweeper #402. 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilor Wright, to award the purchase 

of one Bucher MaxPowa E35m sweeper as quoted to MTECH, of Cleveland, Ohio, in the 

total amount of $297,000 inclusive of the trade-in. 

Discussion followed on the cost of the equipment and previous street sweeper purchases, 

the number of sweepers owned by the City and number needed; the area covered by street 

sweeping, and the frequency.  

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

 

Voting Nay: Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried 6-1. 

 

CM-23-193. Scheduled Replacement of Truck #415. 

Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, Seconded by Councilman Fleming, to award the 

purchase of one Ford F-550 chassis and Ampliroll swap-loader setup as quoted to 

MTECH, of Cleveland, Ohio, in the total amount of $174,756. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilman Soltis, Councilor 

Wright 

Motion carried. 

 

CM-23-194. Ordinance 2194, Interference with Police, First Reading - Postponed 

from June 12, 2023. 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming, to approve 

Ordinance No. 2194, Interference with Police, on First Reading and schedule a Second 

Reading for August 14, 2023. 

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss stated that the term resisting is too broad and he is also concerned 

with wording of duly appointed police power.   

Assistant City Attorney Tim Burns stated that the proposed ordinance is consistent with 

State law and the City Attorney would like to keep the ordinance consistent with State 

law.  He added that he has had two appeals on the concerns cited by Mayor Pro Tem 
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Bliss, and the City has won both appeals.  He stated to change the ordinance to differ 

from State law would put the City in a weaker legal position.  Currently we have standing, 

if we were to alter the ordinance, it could potentially create future difficulties. He added 

interfering with police is a felony in the State law and our ordinance treats it as a 

misdemeanor so that City has more flexibility when applying charges.   

Councilor Wright stated that he understands that we are just looking at the inclusion of 

providing a false statement in the ordinance and looking to keep these matters local rather 

than moving it to county or state level.  Assistant City Attorney Burns concurred that the 

only change made to the ordinance is the addition of providing false information.  He 

continued that they have seen an ongoing pattern of people making intentionally false 

statements and we want to make sure that type of behavior can be held accountable for 

hindering police in their investigation process.  The City is not looking to escalate more 

charges, we just need to have a means to hold people accountable.   

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss stated that he understands that wording was there before, and he 

has a problem with the term resisting.  He stated that when Council postponed this matter 

previously, the intent was to clarify the wording in the whole context of the 

ordinance.  While he understands that was what previous Council agreed was acceptable, 

we have the ability to update it.  We need to define what resist means and what it doesn’t 

mean, and he does not agree that the ordinance can't be changed or improved. 

Councilor Rohrbach stated that she would like to have the ordinance tabled for further 

advice and information from the City Attorney.  

Assistant City Attorney Burns stated that the term resisting a police officer gives officers 

and prosecutors flexibility to make sure that matters can be handled on a case-by-case 

basis.  The application of the ordinance would only be used when an officer is doing what 

they are supposed to be doing.    

Councilman Soltis stated that to use the ordinance as it is written doesn't mean an officer 

is going to run wild.  It is a question of do we trust our officers or not?  Changing the 

wording will not make officers act differently.  

Councilor Rohrbach stated that she disagrees, this isn't about trust or no trust, but rather 

can we do better. 

Councilwoman Aaron suggested expanding the definition of resisting. 

MOTION TO TABLE: 

Motion made by Councilor Rohrbach, Seconded by Councilman Fleming, motion to table 

Ordinance 2194, Interference with Police, First Reading. 

Voting Yea:  Mayor Grafstein, Councilwoman Aaron, Mayor Pro Tem Bliss, 

Councilman Fleming, Councilor Rohrbach, Councilor Wright 

 

Voting Nay: Councilman Soltis 

Motion carried 6-1. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Councilwoman Aaron stated that this past weekend she participated in a 5K and the purpose was 

to bring awareness to mental illness; the speakers were phenomenal on how to take self-care and 

steps to make sure that we are healthy.  As women, we need to make sure that we are number 

one.  She stated she says, first God, then me and then my son.  If she is not well, she cannot be a 

good mom, good employee, or good public servant.  This coming Friday, there will be a kids 

concert featuring Rick and Dayna.  Trail Tunes is coming up, and next month the Library will be 

hosting a four-part financial workshop series in collaboration with the Michigan Schools and 

Government Credit Union.   

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss stated that part of the challenge of what Council does is that decisions are 

not always black or white; understanding potential issues that could arise is part of our job.  Clarify 

what resist means or doesn't mean to help bring clarity to Council.  He stated that the Planning 

Commission is currently reviewing the Zoning Ordinance and it is a huge project and takes 

time.  None of us want to look back and have something that we could have prevented occur in the 

future.  He stated that it was an honor to speak and celebrate Gary McGillivray at the park 

renaming.  Gary McGillivray has been serving the residents of Madison Heights longer than he 

has been alive.  Dedicating the park to him will hopefully be inspiring the younger generation to 

be like Gary McGillivray; it was great to name the park after him and have him there in person. 

Councilor Wright stated he also attended the dedication, and it was a great event.  Gary 

McGillivray is still giving back to the community.  He noted that even if after the Interference with 

Police Ordinance is reviewed, we may still move forward, and it is okay to check ourselves along 

the way and make sure we do things that are equitable and fair.   He stated HREC Tour of Detroit 

on August 6th and there are two talks on Jewish culture and history in Detroit on August 2nd and 

August 26th.  Please remember to be kind. 

City Attorney Burns stated that City Attorney Larry Sherman was not in attendance this evening 

because he is expecting a new granddaughter this evening. 

City Manager Marsh announce that At Your Service Awards and stated the City is looking for 

nominations. Anyone can make a nomination and they are due by August 25th.  There are four 

categories: Business of the Year, Volunteer of the Year, Outstanding Neighbor, and the Madison 

Heights Spirit Award.  You can email or fill out the form online, mail it in or submit it online. 

City Clerk Rottmann stated that the semi-annual appointments to Boards and Commissions is 

coming up next month; if you are interested in serving you can find a list of vacancies on the City's 

website as well as an application. 

Councilor Rohrbach noted that this past Saturday the City hosted the ADA Pride Month and 

Community Art Project and it was a great event.  Those who attended painted a giant mural that 

will be finished and installed at the Library.  This event celebrated artists with disabilities 

throughout the State and a display of their work is at the Library.  All the artwork is for sale and 

will be on display for the rest of the month.  She noted that ADA Pride Month celebrates 

anniversary of the passage of the American with Disabilities Act on July 26.  She stated that she 

is excited about the renaming of McGillivray Park and that we can honor Gary McGillivray in this 

manner.  She noted that the Parks and Rec Board and Environmental Citizens Committee both met 

recently.  The Madison Heights Golf Outing is August 4th and proceeds go to fund Parks and 
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Recreation programming and services and helps to provide scholarships to those who want to 

participate in activities that may not be financially able to. 

Councilman Fleming stated that he is very excited about the Streetscape Project on 11 Mile and 

looking forward to the changes that will be happening.  He advised that another way to get 

assistance is by calling the United Way's 211 number.  This is a great program and resource and is 

available 24 hours a day.  He is holding office hours on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 

Library.  He stated that he is aware of an issue with animal licenses and Oakland County, and he 

will be looking into the matter further.  There is an opening on the Crime Commission if you are 

interested, please apply. 

Councilman Soltis thanked State Senator Chang for attending this evening.  He noted that while 

the Legislature did adopt a State budget, it did not address the lack of funding for abuse and neglect 

of children or address the CPS being in disarray at the State level. 

Mayor Grafstein noted that last week, Jack Huffman walked through the City raising funds for the 

Fallen Wounded Warriors and she thanked those that came out and supported the cause or made 

donations.  She also thanked Madison Public Schools for allowing them to use their parking lot as 

well for the event.  August 21st at 5:30 p.m. is the ribbon cutting for Fire Station No. 2.  She thanked 

Council for supporting the DDA Streetscape project.  We all have different ideas, but until we 

have a plan, we can't move forward, and she noted that she appreciates the work the DDA is 

doing.  Councilwoman Aaron, thank you for making us aware of the financial planning workshops; 

the more we can teach our kids the better financially literate they will be as adults.  She thanked 

Mayor Pro Tem Bliss for the insight on the Planning Commission changes and work that goes into 

these matters.  She stated that the conversation about resisting arrest is because we want to make 

sure that it benefits our residents and supports our police as well.  We all support our police, but 

we want to do it in a way that makes sense.  It was an honor to be at McGillivray Park and great 

to see his family.  Last weekend, the disability art program was fantastic; this is the first time this 

type of event was held in Michigan.  Also, last weekend, Wilkinson had their first open air 

market.  The next City Council meeting is August 14th.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

Having no further business, Mayor Grafstein adjourned the meeting at 8:44 p.m. 
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