
CITY OF MACKINAC ISLAND 

AGENDA 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

Tuesday, July 09, 2024 at 1:00 PM 

City Hall – Council Chambers, 7358 Market St., Mackinac Island, Michigan 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

a. May 14, 2024 

b. June 11, 2024 

V. Adoption of Agenda 

VI. Correspondence 

VII. Committee Reports 

VIII. Staff Report 

a. Job Status Report 

b. C24-066-033(H) Mary's Bistro Rot Repair at Window Stops 

c. MD24-078-035(H) Chambers Trim Board Replacement 

d. R124-080-038(H) Lounsbury Log Repairs 

e. MD22-069-022(H) May Repair Update 

f. C24-012-040(H) MIFC Main Dock Lateral Support Repairs 

IX. Old Business 

a. C23-083-019(H) Gatehouse Amendment 

b. Jaquiss Resolution 

c. Demolition Application Discussion 

d. Discussion Regarding Minutes Being Reviewed by Attorney 

X. New Business 

a. MD24-069-034(H) Twilight Building Doors and Stoop 

1



7/9/2024 Council Agenda Page | 2 

 
b. MD24-074-036(H) Beeck Lift  

c. R324-003-041(H) Chambers Porch Replacements 

d. R324-030-037(H) Rearick Chimney Repair 

e. Lighting Discussion 

XI. Public Comment 

XII. Adjournment 
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CITY OF MACKINAC ISLAND 

MINUTES 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 at 1:00 PM 

City Hall – Council Chambers, 7358 Market St., Mackinac Island, Michigan 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 1:03 PM. 
 

II. Roll Call 

PRESENT 
Andrew Doud 
Lee Finkel 
Alan Sehoyan 
Lorna Straus 

Staff: Gary Rentrop, Richard Neumann 

ABSENT 
Nancy Porter 

 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

 

a. April 9, 2024 Minutes 

Motion to approve as written with caveat to check recording and present at next 
meeting.   

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Doud. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

V. Adoption of Agenda 

Motion to approve as amended.  Rentrop letter will not be in closed session.  Rentrop 
explained that since it is attorney client privilege they can choose to waive the privilege 
and discuss, or place on file. 
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Doud would like to add the discussion of retaining a resource for the greater good in Staff 
Report, prior to Demolition Discussion. 
 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Doud. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

VI. Correspondence 

 

a. Professional Opinion Letter from Jennifer Metz, Past Perfect, re: Red House 
Demolition 

Doud stated that the two forms of demolition referred to in the letter have never been 
done on the island.  Doud also stated that Metz stated the 2x4’s likely came from Old 
Mill Creek, which Doud stated was not in existence at the time of the construction of 
the house.   

Motion to place on file. 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Finkel. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

b. Professional Opinion Letter from Rentrop 

It was decided not to waive the attorney client privilege and instead just place on file. 

Motion to place on file. 

Motion made by  Finkel, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

VII. Committee Reports 

None 

VIII. Staff Report 

a. MD24-011-018(H) McGreevy 2nd floor Deck Board Replacement 

Dombroski stated the applicant would like to replace the deck like for like. Motion to 
approve. 

Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
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b. Greater Good Discussion 

Doud lead a discussion on approving demolition based on the finding that it is for the 
greater good of the community.  Examples of this being done in the past are 
Mackinac House, Mr. B's, Kay Hoppenrath House, and Ira Green's bike shop.  Doud 
stated every demolition situation is different and he thinks it very important that it 
remains ours (the HDC) and the lawyers don't make the decisions.  Rentrop stated 
the finding of facts make the decision. 
 

IX. Old Business 

a. May Residence Demolition by Neglect Discussion 

Dombroski stated that he and Caroline May talked and corresponded.  Dombroski 
handed out their email.  May stated she spoke to Matt Schwabb and he said he could 
provide beams by the end of June for the front porch until they could do the complete 
job.  May stated they have been speaking to realtors and surveyors because they 
would like to sell the house.  They hope to sell this season.  When asked by Finkel if 
ok Dombroski stated something should be done sooner rather than later because if 
left in disrepair it could do more damage to the house.  Dombroski is ok with getting 
shoring up so it minimizes the potential of the porch falling off. The commission 
agreed May can work with Dennis to shore up the home. Her current permit is good 
through June of 2024. Motion by Doud to allow two months to shore up the building. 
May stated she has not set a specific date with the contractor.  Doud stated that 
by  June 30 the porch should be shored up. If in July it hasn't happened it will come 
back to the HDC. Doud withdrew his motion since there is an open permit 

b. Education Segment Discussion 

Motion to postpone until June. 

Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

c. HB24-041-016 Jaquiss Demolition 

Rentrop reminded the Commission that they are under the 60 day time clock which 
expires this month.  Doud pointed out the fact that the original application was 
submitted four months before it became a one building HDC.  Murray stated that his 
findings for the greater good are: eliminating the existing boarding house, reducing 
density, avoiding a hotel in favor of a single family home, the architects state the new 
house design complies, the placement of the house and proportions are identical to 
the existing, the windows and doors are similar, they intend to save as many 2x4's as 
possible to reuse.  Ryan Spencer from Dickinson Homes addressed the Commission 
and stated they have some ideas for the new house like using a boom truck to bring 
the front facade back to Dickinson Homes to restore and use as much as 
possible.  They could send engineers to come take dimensions to replicate, or if and 
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when they tear down the house bring back a many 2x4's as possible to reuse.  They 
also could place a plaque on the fence showing what was preserved.  Neumann 
stated that short of it becoming a hospital or community facility, how can it be good to 
remove a historic resource that has been identified as a historic site that contributes 
to the patrimony and ambience of the historic district as well as the significance of 
Mackinac Island as a whole.  The first 5' would be replicated and everything behind 
that would be a different design.  Straus stated that the island is based on a tourist 
economy.  History is what we live on, what we sell, and what people come to the 
island to see.  Straus is not in favor of demolition of any building.  Straus further said 
we as a HDC have a responsibility to maintain that history.  Cheryl Jaquiss stated 
she hopes the HDC approves her application today, but if not it will regretfully be in 
someones else's hands in the court of law.  Audience member, Mary Dufina, asked 
Jacquiss a direct question about re-zoning.   

Motion by Doud to deny demolition and the replica, pending City Councils 
opinion.  After Discussion Doud rescinded his motion. 

Motion by Doud, second by Sehoyan to allow the demolition and the replica pending 
City Council approval.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Doud, Sehoyan  Nays: Finkel, 
Straus.  Motion fails. 

Motion by Straus, second by Finkel to deny the demolition of the historic red house 
building on Mackinac Island.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Finkel, Straus.  Nays: Doud, 
Sehoyan.  Motion fails. 

Sehoyan asked Ryan from Dickinson the details on what he is proposing.  Ryan 
stated they would take it apart and try to re-fabricate or replicate the facade.  

Motion by Sehoyan, second by Doud to approve the demolition of the red house with 
the caveat that the Dickinson Homes can replicate/restore as much as possible of the 
façade as set forth with the rest of the plans that have already been presented, the 
pre-existing demolition application, and for the best interest of the community, that 
because the government must demonstrate that there is articulate standards of 
conduct with your action with sufficient justification.  And that requires that when a 
application for a permit to demolish is beginning, that there were not sufficient 
demonstrated articulate standards to deny that act. In addition to treat people in a fair 
fashion up front with demonstrated standards.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Doud, Sehoyan, 
Finkel, Straus.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  During the role call vote Rentrop was 
asked by Straus to restate the Motion.  Rentrop provided a summary that differed 
from the language of Sehoyan’s Motion, and Straus then voted Aye.  Rentrops 
summary stated Motion to approve the demolition with the findings being that the 
items enumerated and set forth in the minutes that the front façade will be preserved 
and if not able to be preserved, replicated, and that the house is going to be a single 
family residence and that the house has been in the family for 60 yeas and was 
originally intended as a hotel and has been used for employee housing and now 
seeks to use if for single family residence for their personal use. 
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X. New Business 

a. East End Mission Historic District Letter to Property Owners 

Motion to table.  
Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

b. Demolition Application Discussion 

Motion to table. 
Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

c. Discussion Regarding Minutes Being Reviewed by Attorney 

Motion to table. 
Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan 
 

d. R124-042-021(H) Bayview New Egress Window 

Steve Rilenge stated Mr. Yoder is trying to put in a bedroom and needs an egress 
window. everything else on outside will stay the same.  The center window is lower to 
meet egress.  Motion to approve. 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Doud. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

XI. Public Comment 

None. 

XII. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn 3:31PM. 

Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus 
 

 

________________________________________ ____________________________ 

Lee Finkel, Chairman      Katie Pereny, Secretary 
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CITY OF MACKINAC ISLAND 

MINUTES 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

Tuesday, June 11, 2024 at 1:00 PM 

City Hall – Council Chambers, 7358 Market St., Mackinac Island, Michigan 

I. Call to Order 

The Meeting was called to order at 1:05 PM. 
 

II. Roll Call 

PRESENT 
Andrew Doud 
Lee Finkel 
Alan Sehoyan 
Lorna Straus 
Nancy Porter 
Peter Olson 
Shannon Schueller 

Staff: Gary Rentrop, Richard Neumann, Dennis Dombroski 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

 

a. April 9, 2024 

Motion to approve with the addition of "Rentrop engaging with T-Mobile prior to 
applying". 

Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

b. May 14, 2024 

There was a discussion on what should be included in the minutes. Motion by Doud, 
second by Porter to state that he had two objections to the content in the Metz letter 
and would like them placed on the record of the June 11, 2024 meeting. 1- We have 
never done either type of demolition that is referred to in her letter and 2- Metz stated 
the 2x4’s likely came from Old Mill Creek, which was not in existence at the time of 
the construction of the house.  Finkel asked for a voice vote and the majority of the 
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board stated Aye. However Straus asked that the Motion be restated.  Doud stated 
his Motion was to include the Metz comments, being 1- We have never done either 
type of demolition that is referred to in her letter and 2- Metz stated the 2x4’s likely 
came from Old Mill Creek, which was not in existence at the time of the construction 
of the house, in the May 14, 2024 minutes.  After Straus asked that the Motion be 
seen, Pereny was asked to restate the Motion.  Pereny stated the Motion as it was 
originally stated as Motion by Doud, second by Porter to state that he had two 
objections to the content in the Metz letter and would like them placed on the record 
of the June 11, 2024 meeting. 1- We have never done either type of demolition that is 
referred to in her letter and 2- Metz stated the 2x4’s likely came from Old Mill Creek, 
which was not in existence at the time of the construction of the house.  Finkel called 
for a voice vote and after Doud and ultimately Straus voted Aye, Finkel asked that a 
roll call vote be done.  Roll call vote: Ayes: Finkel, Doud, Sehoyan, Porter, Straus, 
Schueller, Olson. Nays: None.  Motion carried. 

  

Doud requested the following comments be included in red house discussion in the 
May 14, 2024 minutes. 1- Dufina asked a direct question to Cheryl Jaquiss regarding 
zoning and 2- the fact that the application was submitted four months before it 
became a one building HDC.  Doud read aloud the transcript of the discussion for the 
motion made by Sehoyan.  Doud stated that Sehoyan’s portion of the motion is not 
represented in the motion.  Straus read the motion in the minutes aloud. Finkel stated 
that the Dickinson statement was his deciding factor.  Doud read the transcript 
aloud.  Doud is challenging the minutes and that the motion does not reflect the 
motion. Pereny stated that the summary should have been stated as incorrect at the 
time of the vote.  Doud wants saving the facade, Rick Neumann’s finding of facts, the 
application was submitted 4 months before it became a one building HDC, and that 
three people voted before Rentrops summary was given.  Rentrop stated he would 
like to see the fact that Murray stated the applicant wants a single-family residence 
shown in the Motion.  This is important for precedence setting.  Rentrop stated that is 
not binding or a condition, but it will set the application apart.  Motion by Doud to not 
accept the May 14, 2024 minutes.  The motion died for lack of support. Motion by 
Doud to add the  transcript he presented to the minutes. The Motion died for lack of 
support. Motion by Straus to table the minutes. The Motion died for lack of 
support.  Motion by Doud to add the transcript to the minutes. The Motion died for 
lack of support.  Motion by Porter to accept  the minutes with the inclusion of the 
transcript.  Doud stated he doesn't think Porter can make that motion since she was 
not there.  Evashevski asked where the transcript came from and does the HDC now 
want a court reporter.  Doud stated no. Motion by Doud to table the minutes, review 
the transcript and the minutes and correct as needed and vote on in July 
meeting.  Roll call vote.  

Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
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V. Adoption of Agenda 

Motion to adopt the Agenda as presented.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

 

VI. Correspondence 

 

a. Letter from Planning Commission re: MIFC Dock Lighting 

The planning Commission submitted a letter regarding the new lighting on the main 
dock. Doud stated based on the letter he agrees but does not think lighting is in our 
wheelhouse.  Motion to place on file.  Gary stated you could vote on lighting if you 
want.  Finkel asked Neumann if we should look at lights.  Neumann said it is a factor 
that could affect the character of the environment.  Porter asked if it is a normal thing 
that someone has submitted and the answer to that was no. 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Doud. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 

Michael Straus stated it was brought to the Planning Commission's attention.  They 
sent MIFC a letter. It is his understanding that the lights are not being lit as 
before.  Straus stated they brought it to the HDC's attention because the fixtures and 
lights were changed and potentially altered the look of the building. Straus stated that 
is part of the HDC’s role to look at the appearance of historic buildings in historic 
districts. 

Motion by Doud, second by Sehoyan to place lighting, in general, discussion on the 
agenda in July. Straus would like to request that Dombroski look at the lighting at 
night prior to the discussion in July so we have more knowledge.  Vote: All in 
favor.  Motion carried. 
 

 

VII. Committee Reports 

None 

VIII. Staff Report 

 

a. Job Status Report 

Motion to place on agenda next month. 
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Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Doud. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

b. C24-037-023(H) Murray Hotel Trim and Shake Replacement 

Dombroski stated this is to replace shake and siding.  Motion to approve. 
 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Straus. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

c. MD24-010-026(H) MICT Barn Siding Repairs 

Dombroski stated the barn behind McGreevy residence siding needs replacement 
repair and painting.  Motion to approve. 
 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Straus. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

d. C24-012-027(H) MIFC Siding and Painting Repairs 

Dombroski stated the siding on dock one needed repairs.  Motion to approve. 
 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Straus. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

e. C24-026-028(H) Poppins Back Porch and Steps 

Dombroski stated the deck on back of Poppins needs to be replaced.  Motion to 
approve. 
 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Straus. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

f. R324-059-029(H) Callewaert Housing Stoop 

Dombroski stated the small stoop is being replaced.  Motion to approve. 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Straus. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
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IX. Old Business 

a. R123-066-103(H) Callewaert Shed 

Dombroski stated this is the storage shed behind Todd Callewaerts house. The shed 
was started without permits and work was stopped.  Applicant submitted the sketch 
without much detail so both HDC and Planning rejected the application.  What is 
presented today is more detail on the shed, that is still in a holding pattern.  Motion to 
approve. 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Doud. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

b. Jacquiss Home Written Resolution 

Rentrop stated that based on what is heard today, this should be tabled since the 
resolution was based on the minutes.  Doud stated he does not think the Metz letter 
has the integrity for all us to be included in the Resolution.  In addition, Doud stated 
he thinks it is clear zoning is not in play.  The letter submitted by Murray represented 
the intended residential use.  Neumann stated that it was a condition for the 
demolition that it was in the best interest of the community that it will be a single-
family house and not a hotel. Porter stated that Jaquiss objects to rezoning, but 
intends to use the house as a single-family home. Doud stated the fact that the 
application was submitted 4 months before the HD, was a point in Sehoyan’s motion 
and it should be in the resolution.  Rentrop stated that it was in his first resolution 
draft and Murray removed it.  Motion by Doud, second by Sehoyan that the 
demolition application was applied for 4 months before house was in a historic district 
and will be included in the Resolution. Roll call vote: Ayes: Finkel, Doud, Sehoyan, 
Straus, Schueller, Olson. Nays: None.  Abstain: Porter.  All in favor.  Motion carries.  
Rentrop stated he will put together the language and update the Resolution for July.  

 

X. New Business 

a. R124-023-030(H) Pulte Gazebo 

Dombroski stated the applicant would like to install a relocated gazebo to their back 
yard.  A site plan was provided. The gazebo is to be placed above the high water 
mark and meets setback requirements.  The gazebo is less than 100 square feet so 
does not need a zoning permit. Neumann gave a favorable review.  Sehoyan asked 
where the gazebo is being moved from.  Dombroski stated a house in the Mission. 
Motion to approve. 

Motion made by  Sehoyan, Seconded by  Olson. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
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b. C24-019-031(H) Coal Dock Fencing 

Dombroski stated that MITA is requesting for safety and security, to fence around fuel 
tanks and the ramp, to discourage swimmers.  There is a safety concern with 
swimming due to the boats at the dock.  Motion to approve. 

Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 

 
 

c. Education Segment Discussion 

Motion by Doud to eliminate the Education Segment.  Due to lack of support the 
Motion died.  Rentrop stated this needs to be done to meet CLG requirements.  It 
was decided the segments will be done quarterly. 

 

d. Demolition Application Discussion 

Motion to table until July. 

Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

e. Discussion Regarding Minutes Being Reviewed by Attorney 

Motion to table until July. 

Motion made by  Doud, Seconded by  Sehoyan. 
Voting Yea:  Doud,  Finkel,  Sehoyan,  Straus,  Porter,  Olson,  Schueller 
 

XI. Public Comment 

Fortino stated to Murray's point she was speaking out of turn a couple of times and 
apologizes.  Fortino stated she has always had trouble understanding what the motions 
are in the HDC meetings.  She encourages clear concise articulation of the motions and 
backs Pereny up on the fact that it is difficult.  Fortino stated she also recommended some 
training on the Open Meetings Act. Fortino further stated that the whole point of OMA is to 
make the public aware of what the motions are.  In the interest of the public, not talking 
over each other would be good. 

Neumann stated the two new members deserve a gold star reward for not running out of 
the meeting today 
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XII. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:13 PM. 
 

 

 

___________________________________ _________________________________ 

Lee Finkel, Chair     Katie Pereny, Secretary 
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113 S. Fourth Ave., Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 
T| 734.424.3344 

 

 
 
Summary of Amendments to Grand Hotel 
Gate House Submittal 
June 25, 2024  
 
Original Submittal: 

1. Removal of the stone fireplace. Replace with a large folding glass door and two swing doors.   
2. New awning across this whole expanse.   
3. New entry gate. 
4. New lighting fixtures at plaza and pavilion. 
5. Wooden guardrail replaced with metal guardrail. 

 
Proposed Changes:   

1. The fireplace will remain and there will now be no changes to the doors and windows of the 
building on that side.    

2. Now that the fireplace is staying, the awning will stop on each side of the fireplace. 
3. A trash enclosure has been added to the back side of the building. 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

OF THE CITY OF MACKINAC ISLAND 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION (“HDC”) 

NOTICE TO PROCEED AND NEW CONSTRUCTION 

REGARDING THE “RED HOUSE” 
 

WHEREAS, Cheryl Nephew Jaquiss, as Trustee of the Cheryl Nephew Jaquiss Individual 
Living Trust uad 11/10/2008 (the “Owner”) owns the property commonly known as 6948 Main 
Stret, City of Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757, Tax ID 051-525-041-00 (the “Red House” or the 
“Property”);  

WHEREAS on March 24, 2022, the Owner submitted an application with the City of 
Mackinac Island (“City”) for Demolition of the Red House, which application was neither 
approved nor denied by the City until August 9, 2022;  

WHEREAS, on July 27, 2022, the City imposed a moratorium (No. 2022-002) whereby 
the City placed only the Red House in a historic district (the “Moratorium”) 

WHEREAS, on August 9, 2022, the City’s Planning Commission denied the Owner’s 
application for demolition citing the basis as being the Moratorium; 

WHEREAS, on July 12, 2023, the City Council passed a resolution requiring applications 
for demolition of property located in a proposed historic district, an area described as the Mission 
District, be reviewed by the Mackinac Island Historic District Commission (the “Commission”); 

WHEREAS, on July 26, 2023, the Moratorium expired and was extended by City Council 
on January 29, 2023, for an additional 180 days; 

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2024, attorney James Murray, on behalf of Owner, submitted 
to the Commission an application with attachments for demolition of the “Red House”, seeking a 
notice to proceed permit. A second application was submitted on March 26, 2024 (collectively, 
the “Applications”); and  

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed the Applications at its meetings on April 9, 
2024 and May 14, 2024.  

WHEREAS, in connection with the Applications and hearings before the Commission, the 
Owner voluntarily agreed to offer certain conditions should the Commission approve Owners 
Applications to demolish the Red House (the “Conditions”) which are set forth in the Findings, 
numbers 4 & 6. 

WHEREAS, Owner’s plans for the Replacement Residential Structure have been 
determined by the City’s historic architect to be an appropriate design for a replacement house. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Commission makes the following Findings and Resolutions: 

FINDINGS: The Commission makes the following Findings with regard to its review 
process as applied to this Applicant:  
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1. The application, review, and approval process created circumstances unique to this 
Application commencing in March 2022, with a moratorium on work placed on the 
building after an application was made to the building department for demolition.   

2. The Red House has been owned by the Owner’s family for over 40 years and during 
this time has been used as employee housing.   

3. The Red House was originally purchased by the Owner’s father. The Nephew family, 
including Cheryl Nephew Jaquiss as the Owner, have been long-time residents of the 
Island, and the family has demonstrated over the years respect for the historic heritage 
of the Island through the acquisition and maintenance of other historic buildings on the 
Island. 

4. The Owner is not proposing to eliminate a historic structure so that the property can be 
used for a hotel which is a permitted use under the Zoning Ordinance.  The owner plans 
to building a single-family residence for their family. 

5. The Commission adopts the Recitals in its findings as set forth above. 

6. The Owner, through Dickinson Homes, replicate, repair, preserve the façade as much 
as possible like the existing front structure as set forth with the façade like the existing 
front façade as set forth with the rest of the plans that have already been presented.   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

That the Owner is hereby issued a Notice to Proceed to permit the demolition of the Red 
House subject to the aforementioned Conditions. 

The question on the resolution was called and the result of the voting is as follows: 
 
 Ayes:  Doud, Finkel, Sehoyan, Straus 
 
 Nays:  None 
 
 Absent:  Porter 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
Historic District Commission of the City of Mackinac Island, County of Mackinac, Michigan at a 
meeting held on May 14, 2024, the original of which is on file in the Clerk’s office and available 
to the public.   
 
 
Dated:  ___________________, 2024   

Lee Finkel, Chair, Historic District 
Commission 
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