
TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 
TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

TOWN COUNCIL FINAL BUDGET AND REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 

Community Discussion Meeting 6:00-6:30 PM (Non-Agenda Items Workshop) 

Laura Danowski, Mayor (Seat 2) 

Phillis Maniglia, Councilmember (Seat 1) Robert Shorr, Vice Mayor (Seat 4) 

Marianne Miles, Councilmember (Seat 3) Margaret Herzog, Councilmember (Seat 5) 

Administration 

Town Manager, Francine L. Ramaglia 

Town Attorney, Elizabeth Lenihan, Esq. 

Town Clerk, Lakisha Q. Burch 

Public Works Director, Larry A. Peters, P.E. 

Civility: Being "civil" is not a restraint on the First Amendment right to speak out, but it is more than just being polite. 

Civility is stating your opinions and beliefs, without degrading someone else in the process. Civility requires a person 

to respect other people's opinions and beliefs even if he or she strongly disagrees. It is finding a common ground for 

dialogue with others. It is being patient, graceful, and having a strong character. That is why we say "Character Counts" 

in the Town of Loxahatchee. Civility is practiced at all Town meetings. 

Special Needs: In accordance with the provisions of the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons in need of a 

special accommodation to participate in this proceeding shall within three business days prior to any proceeding, 

contact the Town Clerk’s Office, 155 F Road, Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, (561) 793-2418. 

Quasi-Judicial Hearings: Some of the matters on the agenda may be "quasi-judicial" in nature. Town Council 

Members are required to disclose all ex-parte communications regarding these items and are subject to voir dire (a 

preliminary examination of a witness or a juror by a judge or council) by any affected party regarding those 

communications. All witnesses testifying will be "sworn" prior to their testimony. However, the public is permitted 

to comment, without being sworn. An unsworn comment will be given its appropriate weight by the Town Council. 

Appeal of Decision: If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Town Council with respect to any matter 

considered at this meeting, he or she will need a record of the proceeding, and for that purpose, may need to ensure 

that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes any testimony and evidence upon which the 

appeal will be based. 

Consent Calendar: Those matters included under the Consent Calendar are typically self-explanatory, non-

controversial, and are not expected to require review or discussion. All items will be enacted by a single motion. If 

discussion on an item is desired, any Town Council Member, without a motion, may "pull" or remove the item to be 

considered separately. If any item is quasi-judicial, it may be removed from the Consent Calendar to be heard 

separately, by a Town Council Member, or by any member of the public desiring it to be heard, without a motion.  
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Town of Loxahatchee Groves September 19, 2023 

Town Council Final Budget and Regular Meeting Page No.2 

TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ROLL CALL 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

Public Comments for all meetings may be received by email, or in writing to the Town Clerk’s 

Office until 6:00 PM on the day of the meeting. Comments will be “received and filed” to be 

acknowledged as part of the official public record of the meeting. Town Council meetings are live-

streamed and close-captioned for the general public via our website, instructions are posted there. 

PRESENTATION 

1. Presentation from Ashbritt, Inc. (Debris Site/SWA designated Facilities) update.

CONSENT AGENDA 

2. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-60 Approving the Removal and Replacement

With Waiver of Specimen Trees at 14717 Collecting Canal.

3. Report and Ratification of Road Materials Purchased from Palm Beach Aggregates for

Emergency Road Rebuilding Equal to or Greater Than $25,0000.

FINAL BUDGET HEARING AND PUBLIC HEARING (Quasi-Judicial) 

4. Pursuant to F.S. 200.065(2)(d) & (e), the following announcement must be made:

“The Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida’s rolled back rate is 2.5359, the percentage

increase in property taxes for Fiscal Year 2022/2023 is 18.3% and the Town’s millage rate

to be adopted is 3.00 mills”.

a. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-63 Adopting the Final Millage Rate for FY

2023-2024.

b. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-64 Adopting the Final Budget for FY 2023-

2024.

5. Consideration of Ordinance No. 2023-04 on Second Reading Approving the Capital

Improvement Plan (CIP).

6. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-62 Approving Alternate Offsite Location of the

Lockhart Fire Hydrant/Water Line to the Yees Corp Property.

DISCUSSION 

7. Update on Canal Bank Stabilization and Roadway Paving/Repairs.

8. Discussion and Consideration of Ordinance No. 2023-06 Adopting Revised Recreational

Vehicle Program Requirements.

9. Discussion of Agricultural and Agritourism.
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Town of Loxahatchee Groves September 19, 2023 

Town Council Final Budget and Regular Meeting Page No.3 

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS 

Town Manager 

Town Attorney 

Public Works Director 

Town Clerk 

TOWN COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Councilmember Marianne Miles (Seat 3) 

Councilmember Margaret Herzog (Seat 5) 

Councilmember Phillis Maniglia (Seat 1) 

Vice Mayor Robert Shorr (Seat 4) 

Mayor Laura Danowski (Seat 2) 

ADJOURNMENT 

Comment Cards 

Anyone from the public wishing to address the Town Council, it is requested that you complete a 

Comment Card before speaking. Please fill it out completely with your full name and address so 

that your comments can be entered correctly in the minutes and given to the Town Clerk. During 

the agenda item portion of the meeting, you may only address the item on the agenda being 

discussed at the time of your comment. During public comments, you may address any item you 

desire. Please remember that there is a three (3) minute time limit on all public comments. Any 

person who decides to appeal any decision of the Council with respect to any matter considered at 

this meeting will need a record of the proceedings and for such purpose, may need to ensure that a 

verbatim record of the proceedings is made which included testimony and evidence upon which the 

appeal is to be based. Persons with disabilities requiring accommodation in order to participate 

should contact the Town Clerk’s Office (561-793-2418), at least 48 hours in advance to request 

such accommodation. 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item #1 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: Presentation from Ashbritt, Inc. (Debris Site/SWA designated Facilities) 

Background: 

Brian Thomason with Ashbritt and John Archambo, retired solid waste expert, will provide and update on 

possible debris management sites in the Town. While they have looked at a number of properties, they are 

in the process of getting FDEP and Solid Waste Authority approval of their efforts relative to one property 

that fronts on Southern Boulevard at this time. They have shared the attached the Letter of Intent from Steve 

Braswell with Brown Landholdings, Inc. He is the owner of the property at 248 C. Road and has agreed to 

provide the approximately 16-acre parcel for use as a temporary Debris Management Site. 

Staff and legal are looking at the type of application and approval for the emergency management use; it 

may or may not be considered essential services under our current code yet it may fit as a special exception 

if conditioned appropriately. 

Recommendation:  

Council input and feedback with direction to proceed. 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item #2 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-60 approving the Removal and 

Replacement with Waiver of Specimen Trees at 14717 Collecting Canal 

Background: 

The property owner of 14717 Collecting Canal is in process of obtaining an agricultural exemption. 

Concurrently, they have applied for a site clearing permit that includes specimen trees as well as other 

native trees for which they have paid the requisite tree mitigation fees ($12,515) that the Town will hold in 

escrow until such time as the exemption is granted by the County. They have also provided, and we have 

recorded, a Declaration of Restricted Covenant which requires the bona fide agricultural use code to be 

granted no later than September 30, 2024.  

This item is a follow up to the property owner visit to the resident workshop prior to the September 5th 

Council meeting using the process described at that meeting.  

The attached memo explains the application process and the code requirements for removal of specimen 

trees to be approved by Council. This application demonstrates that the process works to save the canopy 

as they actually are keeping almost all the trees on the property including an oak 5 feet in diameter and they 

also have redesigned the site so that they are only clearing what they absolutely have to in order to fit a 

smaller than originally planned ring, house, barn and fence. 

Recommendations: 

Motion to approve Resolution No. 2023-60 approving the removal and replacement with waiver of 

specimen trees at 14717 Collecting Canal 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-60 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA APPROVING REMOVAL OF 

SPECIMEN TREES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves desires to protect the tree 

canopy throughout the Town; and  

WHEREAS, Natalie and David Bass (Owners) own property within the Town located at 14717 

Collecting Canal (Property); and 

WHEREAS, the Owners desire to remove four (4) native specimen oak trees from the Property in 

accordance with a submitted Vegetation Removal Permit Application; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 87-035 of the Town’s Unified Land Development Code, cutting, 

relocation and mitigation of specimen trees must be approved by the Town Council. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:  

Section 1. The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and 

correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof.  

Section 2. The Town Council hereby approves removal of the four (4) native specimen oak trees on 

the Property identified for removal in the Vegetation Removal Permit Application as presented.  

Section 3. All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent 

of such conflict.  

Section 4. If any clause, section, other part or application of this Resolution is held by any court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, in part or application, it shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions or applications of this Resolution.  

Section 5. This Resolution shall become effective upon its adoption. 

Councilmember  offered the foregoing resolution.  Councilmember 

________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Aye       Nay     Absent 

LAURA DANOWSKI, MAYOR □ □    □ 

ROBERT SHORR, VICE MAYOR   □ □    □ 

PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCILMEMBER □ □    □ 
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Resolution No. 2023 – 60 

2 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCILMEMBER □ □    □ 

MARGARET HERZOG, COUNCILMEMBER □ □    □ 

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA, THIS ___ DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2023.  

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

________________________________ 

ATTEST: Mayor Laura Danowski  

________________________________ 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk Vice Mayor Robert Shorr 

_______________________________ 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Councilmember Phillis Maniglia 

________________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney Councilmember Marianne Miles 

________________________________ 

Councilmember Margaret Herzog 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item #3 

TO: Town Council 

FROM: Mario M. Matos, Assistant Public Works Director 

VIA:         Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager     

DATE:     September 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: Report and Ratification of Road Materials Purchased from Palm Beach 

Aggregates for Emergency Road Rebuilding Equal to or Greater Than 

$25,000. 

Background: 

This item is to report and to ratify purchases from Palm Beach Aggregates for the following four 

roads for which expenditures for materials exceeded $25,000. These were considered emergency 

purchases under the Town’s procurement policy: 

• Hyde Park Rd: A purchase request was made out for 1200 Tons of DOT Base Rock and 1000

Tons of 1.5” Minus Base Rock equaling $36,630. This repair was considered an emergency to

remedy unsafe conditions as was necessary to avoid a greater cost of repairs in the future.

• Edith Rd, Farly Rd and Fox Trail: A purchase request was made out for 2,000 Tons of 1.5”

Minus Base Rock equaling $34,800. This request is considered an emergency repair due to the

existing dangerous conditions of the roads.

Recommendation:  

Accept report and ratify emergency purchases with Palm Beach Aggregates exceeding $25,000 

for Hyde Park, Edith, Farley and Fox Trail.  
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item #4 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: Second Public Hearing for Adoption of the Fiscal Year 2023/2024 Millage 

Rate and the Fiscal Year 2023/2024 Budget 

Background: 

Florida Statutes Chapter 200.065 sets forth the procedures to follow for each local government in adoption 

of the annual property tax millage, levy, and budget.  In accordance with these regulations, the millage rate 

is applied to the certified total taxable value of $527,090,690 to calculate the ad valorem revenue for the 

Fiscal Year 2023/2024 budget. The proposed millage rate of 3.0 mills is the same as it was in Fiscal Year 

2022/2023 as well as the same as the preliminary TRIM rate adopted on June 20, 2023.  Although the same 

rate as in the prior year, this proposed millage rate is 18.30 % above the rollback rate of 2.5359 mills due 

to increases in taxable values. The proposed millage rate generates property tax revenues, after discounts, 

of $1,502,208, which is an increase of $237,218, after discounts,  from Fiscal Year 2022/2023 property tax 

revenues.  

The proposed budget for all funds is $8.7 million (excluding transfers between all funds, except the Capital 

Improvement Fund) and maintains funding for existing levels of service.  Council held budget workshops 

on August 9th, 15th, and 23rd, in addition to a FAAC meeting on August 16th , to discuss the proposed 

operating and capital budgets. The Council passed Resolutions No. 2023-56 and No. 2023-57 approving 

the tentative millage rate of 3.0 mills and budget after first hearings on September 5, 2023. 

This is the second public hearing on the proposed budget and the corresponding ad valorem millage rate in 

accordance with Florida Statutes Section 200.065. The second public hearing and adoption was advertised 

to be held on September 19, 2023. 

Manager’s Public Announcement as required by statute (if the proposed millage rate is above the rolled-

back rate): “The tentatively adopted FY 2023/2024 operating millage rate of 3.0000 mills is greater than 

the rolled-back rate of 2.5359 mills by 18.30%.  Property Taxes will increase by 18.30%.” 

Public comment is invited on the proposed millage rate and budget. 

Recommendations:  

• Move to approve Resolution No. 2023-63 adopting the millage rate for Fiscal Year 2023/2024,

following the second Public Hearing on September 19, 2023.
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

• Move to approve Resolution No. 2023-64 adopting the proposed Fiscal Year 2023/2024 budget, 

including balances brought forward and related fiscal policies, following the second Public Hearing on 

September 19, 2023. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2023-63 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING AND 

ADOPTING THE FINAL MILLAGE FOR THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, PURSUANT TO THE BUDGET 

SUMMARY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024, IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH CHAPTER 200, FLORIDA STATUTES, AS AMENDED, 

PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICT, AND AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE.   

  WHEREAS, on September 5, 2023, the Town Council conducted a public hearing and 

adopted a tentative budget, which included the estimated expenses and revenues for the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves, Florida (the "Town"), for the ensuing year, with detailed information, 

including revenues to be derived from sources other than ad valorem levy, and also containing 

certain recommendations as to the amounts necessary to be appropriate for funding the activities 

of the Town for the ensuing year; and   

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 200, Florida Statutes, as amended (the "Statute"), 

a method is prescribed for fixing the millage for the purpose of establishing the basis for 

the collection of said funds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town, pursuant to Florida law, conducted a public hearing on 

September 5th, 2023, and adopted Resolution No. 2023-56, which established the Town’s 

tentative millage rate for the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 for the General Fund Budget at 3.00 mills, 

an increase of 18.30 % from the rolled-back rate of 2.5359 mills, and to set the second public 

hearing for adoption of the Town's millage rate for the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 for September 

19, 2023. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, THAT: 

 

Section 1.       Each "WHEREAS" clause set forth above is true and correct and 

herein incorporated by this reference. 

 

Section 2.        The Town Council, pursuant to Florida law, conducted its first duly 

noticed public hearing to establish its proposed annual millage for the Fiscal Year 2023/2024 

on September 5, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall, in the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, 

Florida. 

 

Section 3. The Town Council hereby sets its final millage rate for the Fiscal  

Year 2023/2024 at 3.00 mills, an increase of 1 8 . 3 0 %  from the rolled-back millage rate of 

2.5359 mills. 

 

Section 4.        If any clause, section, or other part of this Resolution shall be held 

by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 

unconstitutional or invalid part shall be considered as eliminated and shall in no way 
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Resolution No. 2023-63 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

Section 5. All resolutions or parts of resolut ions  may conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 6.  This Resolution s h a l l  become effective immediately u p o n  its 

adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE 

GROVES, FLORIDA, UPON SECOND PUBLIC HEARING THIS ___DAY OF September 2023. 

Council Member ______________ offered the foregoing resolution. Council Member 

_________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Aye       Nay     Absent 

Laura Danowski, Mayor  □ □    □ 

Robert Shorr, Vice Mayor □ □    □ 

Margaret Herzog, Councilmember □ □    □ 

Phillis Maniglia, Councilmember □ □    □ 

Marianne Miles, Councilmember □ □    □ 

  TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

ATTEST: 

Mayor Laura Danowski 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk 

Vice Mayor Robert Shorr 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Council Member Margaret Herzog 

Office of the Town Attorney Council Member Phillis Maniglia 

Council Member Marianne Miles 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-64 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2023, AND 

ENDING SEPTEMBER  30, 2024; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 

CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

WHEREAS, a final budget has been prepared by the Town, estimating expenditures 

and revenues of the Town for the ensuing year, with detailed information, including revenues 

to be derived from sources other than ad valorem levy, and recommendations have been 

made as to the amount necessary to be appropriated for the ensuing year; and 

WHEREAS, the preliminary millage and budget estimates, in conformity with the 

Town Charter, and applicable requirements of Florida law, have been filed with the Office 

of the Town Clerk and Palm Beach County Property Appraiser's Office, and have been open 

for inspection by the public, and 

WHEREAS, a duly noticed first public hearing for the approval of a tentative budget 

for the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2023, was held on September 5, 2023, and the second 

public hearing for adoption of the Town’s final budget for the Fiscal Year beginning October 

1, 2023, was held on September 19, 2023. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. Each "WHEREAS" clause set forth above is true and correct and 

herein incorporated by this reference. 

Section 2. The budget estimates, a copy of which are attached hereto and 

expressly made a part hereof as Exhibit "A", are hereby adopted as the Town’s final 

Budget for the Fiscal Year beginning October l, 2023. 

Section 3.      The sums incorporated by reference listed as operating and other uses or 

expenses of the respective funds and departments of the Town shall be, and the same hereby 

are, appropriated and shall be paid out of the revenues herein appropriated for the fiscal year.    

Section 4. The sums incorporated by reference based upon estimates prepared by the 

Town Manager shall be, and the same hereby are, fixed and adopted as the budget for the 

operation of the Town government for the fiscal year. 

Section 5.      The Town Manager is hereby authorized and empowered to amend the 

budget on an as needed basis in order to correct typographical errors and omissions that are 

purely scrivener’s errors.   

Section 6.  The Town adopts the provisions of Chapter 200, Florida Statutes, which 
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Resolution No. 2023-64 

provide for the expenditures of monies for the fiscal year based upon the final budget approved 

by the Town Council. 

 

Section 7. The fiscal year budget is automatically amended to re-appropriate 

encumbrances, outstanding contracts, capital outlay of project funds reserved or unexpended 

from Fiscal Year 2022-2023, said appropriation having been previously approved by the Town 

Council. 

 

Section 8. Town Manager is hereby authorized and empowered to amend the budget 

to re-categorize general roll-over funds(s) into a more appropriate fund(s), so long as the 

general roll-over funds were actually dedicated in the Fiscal Year 2022-2023 budget. 

 

Section 9. If any clause, section, or other part of this Resolution shall be held by 

any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such unconstitutional 

or invalid part shall be considered as eliminated and shall in no way affect the validity of 

the remaining portions of this Resolution. 

 

Section 10.  All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby  

 repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

 

Section 11. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and 

adoption. 

 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, UPON SECOND PUBLIC HEARING THIS 

___DAY OF September 2023. 

 

Councilmember ______________ offered the foregoing resolution.  Councilmember 

_________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as 

follows:         Aye       Nay     Absent 

 Laura Danowski, Mayor     □  □    □ 

Robert Shorr, Vice Mayor     □  □     □ 

Margaret Herzog, Councilmember    □  □    □  

Phillis Maniglia, Councilmember    □  □    □ 

Marianne Miles, Councilmember    □  □    □  

 
 
ATTEST:      TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES,  
       FLORIDA 
 
 
_____________________________   _________________________________ 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk    Mayor Laura Danowski 
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Resolution No. 2023-64 

_________________________________ 

Vice-Mayor Robert Shorr 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 

_________________________________ 

Councilmember Margaret Herzog 

____________________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney 

_________________________________ 

Councilmember Phillis Maniglia 

_________________________________ 

    Councilmember Marianne Miles 
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General Fund:  at 3.0 MILLS

Taxes: Millage Per $1,000

   Ad Valorem Taxes:                  3.0 MILLS $1,502,208 $1,502,208

Assessments per Unit $0

  Roads & Drainage:                   $200 per unit $1,530,757 $1,530,757

  Solid Waste:                             $400 per unit $580,224 $580,224

Licenses & Permits $360,000 $360,000

Utility Taxes $496,000 $496,000

Franchise Fees $536,800 $536,800

Charges For Services $219,000 $219,000

Intergovernmental Revenue $422,000 $406,386 $334,000 $1,100,000 $500 $2,262,886

Fines & Forfeitures $10,000 $10,000

Investment Income $5,000 $0 $500 $5,500

Miscellaneous Revenues $1,000 $5,000 $6,000

TOTAL SOURCES $3,552,008 $406,386 $334,000 $1,535,757 $1,100,000 $581,224 $7,509,376

$0

Transfers In $172,500 $278,836 $1,895,800 $175,000 $2,522,136

Fund Balances/Reserves/Net Assets $504,331 $0 $0 $624,113 $0 $0 $1,128,444

TOTAL REVENUE, TRANSFERS & BALANCES $4,228,840 $406,386 $334,000 $2,438,706 $2,995,800 $756,224 $11,159,956

ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES

General Government $1,483,657 $1,483,657

Public Safety

Law Enforcement $661,000 $661,000

PZB & Code $683,330 $683,330

Physical Environment

Public Works $1,514,572 $1,514,572

Solid Waste Services $692,804 $692,804

Other Pysical Environment $0

Non-departmental $151,000 $555,500 $6,044 $712,544

Capital Outlay $2,995,800 $2,995,800

Debt Service $5,000 $5,000

Contingency $0 $0

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $2,978,987 $0 $0 $2,075,072 $2,995,800 $698,848 $8,748,707

Non-Expenditures/Other Uses

Transfers Out $1,249,853 $406,386 $334,000 $359,397 $0 $2,349,636

Fund Balances/Reserves/Net Assets $0 $0 $0 $4,237 $0 $57,376 $61,613

ROADS &   

DRAINAGE

CAPITAL 

PROJECTS
SOLID WASTE

EXHIBIT "A"

TOTAL    ALL 

FUNDS

TOTAL APPROPRIATED EXPENDITURES 

TRANSFERS, RESERVES & BALANCES
$4,228,840 $406,386 $334,000 $2,438,706 $2,995,800 $756,224 $11,159,956

BUDGET SUMMARY

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES - Fiscal Year 2023 - 2024

ESTIMATED REVENUES GENERAL TRANSPORTATION SURTAX

FY 20 Budget Summary Budget Workshop 7/23/19 9/15/202348



155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item # 5 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Larry Peters, Public Works Director 

VIA: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Ordinance No. 2023-04 adopting the annual update to the 

Capital Improvements Element of the Comprehensive Plan consistent with 

Chapter 163, Florida Statues. 

Background: 

Pursuant to Section 163.3177(3)(b) of Florida Statutes, local governments are required to 

undertake an annual review of the Capital Improvements Element to update the Five-Year Capital 

Improvements Plan (CIP) for Level of Service (LOS) projects. The update to the schedule is not 

considered an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan. Staff has conducted the review and is 

proposing to update the Capital Improvements Element with the projects as shown in Exhibit A of 

Ordinance No. 2023-04. 

Recommendation: 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2023-04 Updating the Capital Improvements Element of the 

Comprehensive Plan consistent with Chapter 163, Florida Statutes on second reading. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ADOPTING THE ANNUAL 

UPDATE TO THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT OF THE 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONSISTENT WITH CHAPTER 163, FLORIDA 

STATUTES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY, AND AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council, as the governing body of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida 

(“Town”), pursuant Section 163.3177(3)(b), Florida Statutes, is required to review the Capital 

Improvements Element of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and update the 5-year capital 

improvement schedule annually; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant Section 163.3177(3)(b), Florida Statutes, modifications to update the 5-year 

capital improvement schedule may be adopted by ordinance and need not be an amendment to the 

Comprehensive Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council has reviewed the Capital Improvements Element of the Town’s 

Comprehensive Plan and has projected the 5-year capital improvement schedule for the years 2024-

2028 to be financially feasible. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, THAT: 

 

 Section 1. The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true 

and correct and incorporated herein by this reference. 

 

 Section 2. The Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby adopts the 2024-2028 Capital 

Improvement Schedule as the 2024 Annual Update to the Capital Improvements Element of the 

Comprehensive Plan, as set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated herein by this 

reference. 

 

 Section 3. Conflict. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, Resolutions or parts of 

Resolutions in conflict herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

 

 Section 4. Severability. If any clause, section, or other part or application of this 

Ordinance shall be held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 

unconstitutional or invalid part or application shall be considered as eliminated and so not affecting 

the validity of the remaining portions or applications remaining in full force and effect. 
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Section 5. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its 

passage and adoption. 

Council Member  offered the foregoing ordinance.  Council Member _______    

seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ON FIRST READING, THIS __DAY OF______, 

2023. 

Aye       Nay     Absent 

LAURA DANOWSKI, MAYOR □ □    □ 

ROBERT SHORR, VICE MAYOR  □ □     □ 

MARGARET HERZOG, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCILMEMBER  □ □    □ 

Council Member  offered the foregoing ordinance.  Council Member 

________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN LOXAHATCHEE 

GROVES, ON SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING, THIS _____ DAY 

OF___________, 2023. 

Aye       Nay     Absent 

LAURA DANOWSKI, MAYOR □ □    □ 

ROBERT SHORR, VICE MAYOR  □ □     □ 

MARGARET HERZOG, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCILMEMBER  □ □    □ 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA 

ATTEST: 

Mayor Laura Danowski 

Lakisha Q. Burch, Town Clerk 

Vice Mayor Robert Shorr 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Council Member Margaret Herzog 

Office of the Town Attorney Council Member Phillis Maniglia 

Council Member Marianne Miles 
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T
o

Estimated 
Timeframe

2023 Budgeted 
(includes 

carryforwards)
2023 Expected 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Road Paving Plan  (overlay program)
E North to SN 1 miles 2023 188,000$               206,553$               -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
E S Okee to CC 1.25 miles 2023 250,000$               259,120$               -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
West G 0.5 miles 2023 100,000$               101,345$               -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
 W 25th St N 0.25 miles 2023 50,000$                 61,247$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Folsom 0.3 miles 2023 60,000$                 76,894$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
160th Ave N 0.4 miles 2023 80,000$                 89,769$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
West C (Gruber to Forest Lane) 0.3 miles 2024 69,000$            
West D (Gruber to Bunny Lane) 0.3 miles 2024 69,000$            
E S to Southern 0.4 miles 2024 92,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Kerry Lane 0.3 miles 2024 69,000$            -$                   
24th Court (E & W of F Rd) 0.6 miles 2024 138,000$          -$                   
161st Ter N 2 miles 2024 460,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Gruber 0.5 miles 2024 115,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
E Citrus 0.5 miles 2024 115,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
147th .125 miles 2024 28,750$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
A South 1.25 miles 2025 -$                   287,500$          -$                   -$                   -$                   
B North 0.5 miles 2025 -$                   109,250$          -$                   -$                   -$                   
Casey Rd 0.75 miles 2025 -$                   172,500$          -$                   -$                   -$                   
N North 2 miles 2025 -$                   460,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   
Collect Canal 3.25 miles 2023&2025 650,000$               654,164$               -$                   115,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   
E Southern to Citrus (Loxahatchee Ave) 0.15 miles 2025 -$                   34,500$            
Citrus 0.25 miles 2025 -$                   -$                   
Lox Ave Tangerine to Citrus 0.1 miles 2025 -$                   -$                   
Tangerine 0.5 miles 2025 -$                   115,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   
S North 1.5 miles 2026 -$                   345,000$          
6th Ct E Rd to Vinceremos) 0.75 miles 2026 -$                   -$                   172,500$          -$                   -$                   
Compton 0.75 miles 2026 -$                   -$                   172,500$          -$                   -$                   
Bryan 0.75 miles 2026 -$                   -$                   172,500$          -$                   -$                   
Marcella 0.75 miles 2026 -$                   -$                   172,500$          -$                   -$                   

1,378,000$           1,449,092$           1,155,750$       1,259,250$       1,069,500$       -$                   -$                   
Road Rock Plan (rebuilding of road beds)

E SN to NN 1 miles 2023 50,000$                 50,000$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
West G 0.5 miles 2023 5,000$                   5,000$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
W 25th St N 0.25 miles 2023 5,000$                   5,000$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
160th Ave N 0.4 miles 2023 30,000$                 30,000$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Collect Canal 3.25 miles 2023 30,000$                 30,000$                 -$                   12,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES
Proposed 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget (FY24)

CAPITAL PROJECTS WORKSHEET
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T
o

Estimated 
Timeframe

2023 Budgeted 
(includes 

carryforwards)
2023 Expected 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES
Proposed 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget (FY24)

CAPITAL PROJECTS WORKSHEET

South ‘E’ and Citrus 0.5 miles    2024 35,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
West C (Gruber to Forest Lane) 0.3 miles 2024 21,000$            
West D (Gruber to Bunny Lane) 0.3 miles 2024 21,000$            
E S to Southern 0.4 miles 2024 28,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Kerry Lane 0.3 miles 2024 10,500$            
24th Court (E & W of F Rd) 0.6 miles 2024 21,000$            
6th Ct (E Rd to Vinceremmos) 0.75 miles 2024 -$                   52,500$            -$                   -$                   -$                   
Tangerine 0.5 miles 2024 35,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
E Citrus 0.5 miles 2024 35,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
147th 0.125 miles 2024 8,500$               -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
161st Ter N 2 miles 2024 140,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Casey Rd 0.75 miles 2024 52,500$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Gruber 0.5 miles 2024 35,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
B North 0.5 miles 2025 23,550$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
A South 1.25 miles 2025 -$                   75,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   
N North 2 miles 2025 -$                   75,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   
Folsum 0.3 miles 2025 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
S North 1.5 miles 2026 -$                   -$                   105,000$          -$                   -$                   
Lox Ave Tangerine to Citrus 0.1 miles 2026 6,000$               
22nd N/F/P 0.6 miles 2026 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   

120,000$               120,000$               466,050$          214,500$          111,000$          -$                   -$                   
Stormwater/Roadway Drainage Improvements
SWM System Improvements-Resilient Florida 

Surface water management infrastructure project 
to improve flood control, adherence to NPDES 
requirements and water quality, conveyance and 
drainage TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   

-$                       -$                       -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Specific Maintenance Projects

Pump House (including instrumentation and controls) 2023 10,000$                 10,000$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Gate Repairs at ‘A’ 2023 10,000$                 10,000$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Gate Repairs at ‘Folsom’ 2023 15,000$                 15,000$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Gate Repairs at ‘D’ -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   

35,000$                 35,000$                 -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Swales & Culverts 

Swales, Catch Basins and Other Control Structures 2024 500,000$          350,000$          350,000$          350,000$          350,000$          
South E and Citrus Drainage System (Without tree removal) 2024 -$                       -$                       -$                   200,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   

54



   
T
o

Estimated 
Timeframe

2023 Budgeted 
(includes 

carryforwards)
2023 Expected 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES
Proposed 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget (FY24)

CAPITAL PROJECTS WORKSHEET

Tangerine and Citrus Drainage System (Without tree removal) 2024 -$                   300,000$          
Miscellaneous culvert failures/emergency repairs (5-7 culverts) 200,000$          200,000$          200,000$          200,000$          200,000$          

-$                       -$                       700,000$          1,050,000$       550,000$          550,000$          550,000$          
Specific Culvert Locations

161st and A Rd Bridge Culvert 2023 108,000$               108,000$               -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
24th and E Rd (Emergency) 2023 -$                       110,000$               -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
E Rd and Collecting Canal Culvert 2023 159,000$               159,000$               -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
C Rd and Collecting Canal Equestrian Bridge Culvert (net anticipated 2023 110,000$               193,089$               -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
11th Ter  and D Rd Bridge Culvert 2023 126,000$               -$                       126,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Miscellaneous culvert failures/emergency repairs (5-7 culverts)annu 2023-2026 100,000$               100,000$               -$                   -$                   

603,000$               670,089$               126,000$          -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Repair and Maintenance Canals
Cost to restore banks to 1.5:1 slope (30 Miles at 5% annually 
   over 20 years) = 1.5 Miles at $150.00 /LF  2025-2040 50,000$                 50,000$            1,392,075$       1,392,075$       1,392,075$       1,392,075$       
Seven Locks/Weirs at $150,000 each location 2025-2040 -$                   300,000$          300,000$          450,000$          -$                   

50,000$                 -$                       50,000$            1,692,075$       1,692,075$       1,842,075$       1,392,075$       
Trails System
Connectivity improvements and trail 
maintenance/upgrades to ensure safety and 
usefulness of the Town trails system. 

North Road Trail  TBD 20,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Horse crossings at B, D and F Roads along canal heads TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Hand pump and trail amenities at C TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Development of a Linear Park from A Road to Folsom Road South of   TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Other Trails Improvements TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   

-$                       -$                       20,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   

Resiliency Grant Program 2024 478,000$          
-$                       -$                       478,000$      -$                   

Other Capital Projects
Paving & drainage improvements on Town roads: 

Refurbish edges and resurface all 2 miles of OGEM (North road) TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Collecting Canal System Rehab (estimate from prior years RETGAC) TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   

Public Footprint (surveys, mapping & title searches) TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Intersection Signals

Okeechobee at D road, F & Folsom TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
Public Works Equipment Storage Building (estimate from prior years R TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
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Estimated 
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2023 Budgeted 
(includes 

carryforwards)
2023 Expected 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES
Proposed 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget (FY24)

CAPITAL PROJECTS WORKSHEET

School Bus Stops Shelters $25,000 each TBD -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   
-$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   -$                   

Totals 2,186,000$           2,274,181$           2,995,800$       4,215,825$       3,422,575$       2,392,075$       1,942,075$       
Budgeted in Fund 305 2,178,100$           2,995,800$       
Amount To Be Funded 7,900$                   -$                   

Other Road Materials and Supplies (Budgeted in Public Works )
Road Maintenance

Miscellaneous Annual Rock Replenishment annu 2024-2028 150,000$               172,500$          172,500$          172,500$          172,500$          172,500$          
Road Rehabilitation

North Road (millings--see paving estimate above) 2024 30,000$                 -$                   69,000$            -$                   -$                   -$                   
Berm and sod replacement annu 2023 50,000$            50,000$            50,000$            50,000$            50,000$            
Roadway Signage (uniformity) annu 2023 15,000$                 10,000$            25,000$            25,000$            25,000$            25,000$            

195,000$               -$                       232,500$          316,500$          247,500$          247,500$          247,500$          
Rental/Lease Option Machinery & Equipment  (Budgeted in Public Works)

annually 37,000$            
Tractor Mower 2024-2028 83,000$            83,000$            83,000$            
Mower (Kubota) 2022-2024 60,000$                 55,000$                 56,000$            -$                   
Grader (John Deere) 2023-2025 50,000$                 50,000$                 50,000$            50,000$            
Rental of equipment on as needed basis
such as roller, dump truck, pump vac, road plates 2022-2026 140,000$               115,000$               114,000$          100,000$          100,000$          

& sweeper 250,000$               220,000$               303,000$          233,000$          183,000$          -$                   37,000$            

2,631,000$           2,494,181$           3,531,300$       4,765,325$       3,853,075$       2,639,575$       2,226,575$       
Capital Funds Available For FY2024:
State Grant 750,000$         
Resilliency Grant 350,000$         
General Fund 750,000$         
Gas Tax Funds 127,550$         
Surtax Funds 334,000$         
Road and Drainage Funds 684,250$         
Total Capital Funds Available 2,995,800$      

Recommended Use of Capital Funds in FY2024:
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES
Proposed 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget (FY24)

CAPITAL PROJECTS WORKSHEET

Resiliency Grant $478,000
Road Paving Plan  (overlay program) 1,155,750$      
Road Rock Plan (rebuilding of road beds) 466,050$         
Stormwater/Roadway Drainage ImprovementsPlan:

Swales and Culverts 700,000$         
Specific Culvert Locations 126,000$         
Repair and Maintenance of Canals 50,000$           

Trails System 20,000$           
Total Recommended Use Of Capital Funds in 2,995,800$      

* Council had directed $50,000 associated with the roller be removed
from the budget and the roller rented on an as needed basis.  The budget
of $303,000 for equipement leases/rentals does not contemplate the 
purchase of a roller.  Rather the anticipated rental costs for the roller
on an as needed basis was $50,000.  The manager recommends 
 the equipment leasing and rental budget remain at $303,000.
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

          Agenda Item # 6 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM:  Mario M. Matos, Assistant Public Works Director 

VIA:  Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager  

DATE: September 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-62 Approving Alternate Offsite Fire 

Hydrant Location for Lockhart Self-Storage  
 

Background: 

Lockhart Self-Storage was granted administrative approval of a revision to its site plan because 

Palm Beach County Water Utilities would not permit a fire hydrant on the property. The specific 

revision was to allow the fire hydrant to be installed at “either a location along the north property 

line to be determined by the Town Engineer or an offsite location within 1,000 feet of the site 

approved by the Palm Beach County Water Utilities Department. the Town Engineer and the 

Town Council.” 

Lockhart has also provided the required cash bond (i.e. cashier's check) made out to the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves in the amount of $135,933 (i.e. Caufield & Wheeler's Opinion of Cost - 

$108,746 plus 25%).   

Resolution No. 2023-62 serves to approve the alternate offsite location of the Lockhart fire 

hydrant/water line to the Yees Corp property as approved by Jackie Michels for Palm Beach 

County Water Utilities, the Town Engineer and pursuant to the attached Fire Line Construction 

Agreement executed by both Yees Corp and Lockhart along with any necessary easements and 

other documents.  

Recommendation: 

Motion to approve Resolution No. 2023-62 Approving Alternate Offsite Fire Hydrant Location 

for Lockhart Self-Storage  
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-62 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA APPROVING ALTERNATE 

OFFSITE FIRE HYDRANT LOCATION FOR LOCKHART SELF-

STORAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves approved the Lockhart Self-

Storage Site Plan Approval Resolution (No. 2021-10) on May 4, 2021; and  

WHEREAS, Condition of Approval C.7 of Resolution No. 2021-10 required the property owner to 

install a fire hydrant along the north property line; and 

WHEREAS, Palm Beach County Water Utilities Department would not locate a fire hydrant as 

required; and 

WHEREAS, Administrative Site Plan Amendment SP(A) 2023-01 was granted amending 

Condition C.7 to allow for the fire hydrant to be installed in an alternate offsite location; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Condition C.7, as amended, the offsite location for the fire hydrant must 

be approved by the Town Council. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:  

Section 1. The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and 

correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof.  

Section 2. The Town Council hereby approves offsite location of the fire hydrant required for the 

Lockhart Self-Storage Site Plan, as amended by SP(A) 2023-01, on property owned by Yee’s Corp., 

as described in the Fire Line Construction Agreement between HLSSIII Lox, LLC and Yee’s Corp. 

Section 3. All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent 

of such conflict.  

Section 4. If any clause, section, other part or application of this Resolution is held by any court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, in part or application, it shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions or applications of this Resolution.  

Section 5. This Resolution shall become effective upon its adoption. 

Councilmember  offered the foregoing resolution.  Councilmember 

________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 
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Resolution No. 2023 – 62 

 
 

2 

                Aye       Nay     Absent 

LAURA DANOWSKI, MAYOR    □   □    □ 

ROBERT SHORR, VICE MAYOR     □   □    □  

PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCILMEMBER   □   □     □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCILMEMBER   □  □    □ 

MARGARET HERZOG, COUNCILMEMBER              □  □    □  

 

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA, THIS ___ DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2023.  

 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

       

       ________________________________ 

ATTEST:      Mayor Laura Danowski   

  

        ________________________________  

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk    Vice Mayor Robert Shorr 

 

       _______________________________  

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:  Councilmember Phillis Maniglia   

 

        ________________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney    Councilmember Marianne Miles 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Councilmember Margaret Herzog 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item # 7 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Mario M. Matos, Assistant Public Works Director 

VIA: Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: Update on Canal Restoration and Roads 

Background: 

The Public Works Department’s staff has been tasked with repairing various roads and restoring 

canal banks that were damaged by storm Nicole or by paving projects. Mr. Matos will be giving 

an update on these projects. 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

          Agenda Item # 8 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM:  Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager  

DATE: September 19, 2023 

SUBJECT: Discussion and Consideration of Consideration of Ordinance No. 2023-06 

adopting revised Recreational Vehicle Program Requirements 

 

Background: 

In June, the Town held public input sessions for possible revisions to the RV Ordinance. The 

Town’s planners, Kaitlyn Forbes with Transystems/SEPI, led the process and on September 5th, 

Council discussed initial draft outlines of a proposed ordinance as well as an update memo in 

preparation for the RV ordinance work session. 

At the September 7th working session with the Council, the planners facilitated discussion of 

high-level topics requiring Council consensus. Various solutions were considered through direct 

exchange with Council. While there may be further refinement, the proposed ordinance language 

is based on consensus from that workshop. 

Attached is Ordinance No. 2023-06 which repeals Sec. 20-050 “Recreational Vehicles” Of 

Article 20 – “Residential Zoning Districts”; and establishs Article 92 “Recreational Vehicles” 

within Part III “Supplemental Regulations” within the Unified Land Development Code. Also 

attached is the corresponding business impact statement as required by newly effective Florida 

Statutes. 

Recommendation: 

Motion to approve Ordinance No. 2023-06 Repealing Sec. 20-050 “Recreational Vehicles” of 

Article 20 – “Residential Zoning Districts”; and Establishing Article 92 “Recreational Vehicles” 

within Part III “Supplemental Regulations” within The Unified Land Development Code. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2023-06 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, REPEALING SEC. 20-050 

“RECREATIONAL VEHICLES” OF ARTICLE 20 – “RESIDENTIAL 

ZONING DISTRICTS”; AND ESTABLISHING ARTICLE 92 

“RECREATIONAL VEHICLES” WITHIN PART III “SUPPLEMENTAL 

REGULATIONS” WITHIN THE UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; 

PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, AND 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

WHEREAS, the Town Council, as the governing body of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, 

Florida (“Town”), pursuant to the authority vested in Chapter 166, Florida Statutes, is authorized and 

empowered to adopt land development regulations within the Town; and 

WHEREAS, the Town desires to amend and clarify its regulations relating to Recreational 

Vehicles (“RVs”) within its adopted Unified Land Development Code (“ULDC”); and 

WHEREAS, the notice and hearing requirements for adoption of ordinances contained in the 

Florida Statutes and the Town’s Code of Ordinances have been satisfied; and  

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves has conducted a public 

hearing for the proposed amendments; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves finds that the adoption of this 

ordinance amending the ULDC to revise its regulations regarding Recreational Vehicles is consistent 

with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, and in the best health and welfare interests of the Town, its 

property owners and residents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, THAT: 

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true and correct and 

are incorporated herein by this reference. 

Section 2. The Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby repeals Section 20-050 “Recreational 

Vehicles” within Part II, Zoning Districts; and establishes Article 92 “Recreational Vehicles” within 

Part III Supplemental Regulations; its Unified Land Development Code to read as shown in the 

attached and incorporated Exhibit A. 
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Section 3. Conflict. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, Resolutions or parts of 

Resolutions in conflict herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

 

Section 4. Severability. If any clause, section, or other part or application of this Ordinance 

shall be held by any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 

unconstitutional or invalid part or application shall be considered as eliminated and so not affecting 

the validity of the remaining portions or applications remaining in full force and effect. 

 

Section 5. Codification.  It is the intention of the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee 

Groves that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Unified Land 

Development Code of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, that the Sections of this 

ordinance may be renumbered, re-lettered, and the word "Ordinance" may be changed to "Section", 

"Article" or such other word or phrase in order to accomplish such intention. 

 

Section 6. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its 

passage and adoption.  

 

Councilmember                          offered the foregoing ordinance.  Councilmember     _____                    

seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

                Aye       Nay     Absent 

 

LAURA DANOWSKI, MAYOR    □   □    □ 

ROBERT SHORR, VICE MAYOR    □   □     □ 

MARGARET HERZOG, COUNCILMEMBER  □   □    □  

PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCILMEMBER  □   □    □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCILMEMBER   □   □    □  

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ON FIRST READING, THIS __ DAY OF ______, 

20___. 
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Councilmember                                      offered the foregoing ordinance.  Councilmember                                    

seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

 

                Aye       Nay     Absent 

 

LAURA DANOWSKI, MAYOR    □   □    □ 

ROBERT SHORR, VICE MAYOR    □   □     □ 

MARGARET HERZOG, COUNCILMEMBER  □   □    □  

PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCILMEMBER  □   □    □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCILMEMBER   □   □    □  

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN LOXAHATCHEE 

GROVES, ON SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING, THIS _____ DAY OF 

____________________, 20___. 

 

       TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA 

          

ATTEST:             

       Mayor Laura Danowski 

        

Lakisha Q. Burch, Town Clerk         

       Vice Mayor Robert Shorr   

   

              

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:  Councilmember Margaret Herzog 

 

              

Office of the Town Attorney    Councilmember Phillis Maniglia 

       

              

Councilmember Marianne Miles 
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Exhibit A to 

Ordinance No. 2023-06 

 

Section 20-050. Recreational vehicles. 

(A) For properties which have a permitted residential structure within the agricultural residential 

zoning district, recreational vehicles shall be allowed on a temporary basis for living and 

sleeping purposes, provided there are no adjudicated Town Code violations pending against 

the property and/or unresolved penalties associated therewith subject to the following 

conditions:  

(1) A registration permit, (the fee for the registration permit shall be set by a resolution of 

the Town Council) which shall only be valid for a less than 180 days and shall be 

required for each recreational vehicle parking space on an annual basis and shall be 

placed on the recreational vehicle occupying parking space where it can be seen from 

the exterior of the recreational vehicle;  

(2) No recreational vehicle shall be allowed on a parcel less than one acre. One recreational 

vehicle shall be allowed on a parcel consisting of one acre and less than two acres; a 

maximum of two recreational vehicles shall be allowed on a parcel consisting of two 

acres and less than ten acres; and, no more than four recreational vehicles shall be 

allowed on a parcel consisting of ten acres or more;  

(3) The person or persons residing in the recreational vehicle must demonstrate a permanent 

residence in another location;  

(4) The placement of the recreational vehicle must be setback from all property lines by at 

least 25 feet;  

(5) The recreational vehicle shall be hooked up to or have access to appropriate electrical 

service, potable well and sanitary sewer facilities (bathroom and septic tank) that have 

been installed pursuant to permits issued by, or approved by, the health department and 

applicable building and zoning codes, where required; portable/ pump-able septic tanks 

as well as the waste removal therefrom are permitted under this section subject to the 

requirements set forth hereinabove.  

(6) Upon expiration of the registration permit the recreational vehicle shall not remain on 

property parked or stored and shall be removed from the property and any application 

for a new registration permit for that property may only occur after a minimum time 

period of six months has expired, unless the parking space was initially used for a period 

of less than six months, then a permit may be issued for the time period remaining on 

the initial six-month time period;  

(7) The parcel owner, where the recreational vehicle(s) site is located, shall be required to 

allow Town staff, or its agents, to inspect the recreational vehicle(s) in such a manner 

and time as determined by the Town Manager, upon at least 24 hours' notice.  

(8) Recreational vehicles shall only be used for their designed and intended purpose as 

evidence by the manufacturer's certification.  
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(9) A recreational vehicle that is not occupied must be owned or leased by the property 

owner or tenant of the property.  

(10) Unoccupied recreational vehicles shall not be used for storage or any other non-

residential use for which it was not designed and manufactured as evidenced by the 

manufacturer's certification.  

(11) No recreational vehicle shall be kept in an abandoned, inoperable, junked, disabled, 

wrecked, discarded or otherwise unused condition.  

(B) This section shall not apply to caretaker's quarters, groom's quarters and construction trailers.  

(C) Any violation of this section may subject the property owner and/or recreational vehicle user 

to code enforcement action or any other legal action as determined by the Town.  

(D) Requests for such a registration permit shall be submitted in writing to the Town Manager 

together with such fees, if any, as the Town requires and is set forth in the Town Code.  

( Ord. No. 2020-07 , § 2, 3-16-2021) 

ARTICLE 92 – RECREATIONAL VEHICLES  

Section 92-005 – Purpose and Intent   

The Purpose of this section is to establish standards relating to Recreational Vehicles consistent 

with State of Florida and Federal law. These standards are designed to protect the health and safety 

of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves while meeting an agriculture industry related need.  

Section 92-010 – Definitions  

In addition to terms defined in Article 10, "Definitions, Abbreviations, and Construction 

of Terms," the following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this section.  

Recreational Vehicle (RV). A vehicle which is build on a single chassis; 400 square feet or 

less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; designed to be self-propelled or 

permanently towable by a light duty truck; and designed primarily not for use as a 

permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or 

seasonal use. 

Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). An area having special flood, mudflow or flood-

related erosion hazards and shown on a Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM) or a Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Zone A, AO, A1-A30, AE, A99, AH, AR, AR/A, AR/AE, 

AR/AH, AR/AO, AR/A1-A30, V1-V30, VE or V. The SFHA is the area where the National 

Flood Insurance Program's (NFIP's) floodplain management regulations must be enforced 

and the area where the mandatory purchase of flood insurance applies.   

Section 92-015 – Allowances  

(A) General. RVs may be permitted on properties with an Agricultural Residential (AR) 

zoning designation in accordance with Table 1 below. In no instance shall a property have 

more than four (4) occupied RVs at any given time.  
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(B) Vehicle Use. Recreational vehicles shall only be used for their designed and intended 

purpose as evidenced by the manufacturer's certification.  

 

(C) Occupancy. RV occupancy shall not exceed the maximum number of occupants 

prescribed by the manufacturer.  

 

(D) Unoccupied RVs. Up to two (2) unoccupied RVs shall be allowed on an AR designated 

property with a principal residential structure.   

 

1. Any unoccupied RV must be owned or leased by the property owner or tenant of 

the property. 

 

2. Unoccupied RVs shall not be used for storage or any other non-residential use for 

which it was not designed and manufactured as evidenced by the manufacturer's 

certification. 

 

3. Unoccupied RVs shall be routinely operated or maintained by a permanent, full-

time resident of the property and shall not be located in any required setback, 

easement, or right-of-way.  

 

4. Unoccupied RVs may be periodically connected to electric hookups for the purpose 

of climate control.  

 

(E) Temporary Guests.  Property owners with a principal residential structure in the AR 

district may have temporary guests stay in an RV owned or leased by the property owner 

up to fourteen (14) consecutive days, four (4) separate times per calendar year.  Such use 

shall not require a permit. However, annually, properties intended to accommodate 

Temporary Guests shall file an affidavit confirming compliance with this subsection. 

  

(F) Properties under common ownership, control, or operation. The maximum number of 

RVs shall apply to adjacent properties under common ownership, control, or operation as 

determined by the Town Manager, or his/her designee. Mere ownership by separate 

corporate ownership shall not be sufficient. For example, a 10-acre parcel shall not be 

subdivided into two 5-acre parcels and be awarded the maximum allowance per parcel 

unless it is demonstrated each adjacent parcel is under separate ownership, control, and 

function.   

 

(G) Accessory structures. No accessory structure shall be permitted that directly serves or  

relates to an occupied RV, including but not limited to an RV port.  

 

Sectio 92-020 – RV Site and Utility Requirements.  
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(A) Location. No RV site shall be located within any required yard as established by the 

AR zoning district, nor any easement or right-of-way.  

 

(B) Ground Cover. The section of land directly beneath an RV shall be covered with an 

impenetrable surface to guard against spills and leakage seeping into the ground. This 

may consist of a concrete pad with at least a two-inch raised lip around the entire pad, 

a tarp with a two-inch raised lip around the entire surface or like materials used to cover 

the ground. 

 

(C) Utility Connections. An occupied RV shall be hooked up to appropriate electrical 

service, potable well and sanitary sewer facilities (bathroom and septic tank) that have 

been installed pursuant to permits issued by, or approved by, the health department and 

applicable building and zoning codes, where required; portable/ pump-able septic tanks 

as well as the waste removal therefrom are permitted under this section subject to the 

requirements set forth hereinabove. 

 

1. Electrical hook up must be separate for each RV. Each electrical hook up must 

be permitted through and inspected by the Town’s Building Department. No 

electrical extension cords shall be utilized. Use of extension cords will render 

the permit invalid. 

 

2. Water hook ups may be a single source with separate hook up at each RV 

parking spot. Backflow protection devices shall be installed prior to use.  

 

3. Septic hook up must be permitted and inspected by the Health Department. A 

copy of the approved permit is required as part of this application. Portable/ 

pump-able septic tanks as well as the waste removal therefrom are permitted 

under this section subject to the requirements set forth hereinabove. 

 

(D) Solid Waste Disposal. The permit holder shall be required to ensure solid waste 

generated by an occupied RV is disposed of in a manner that keeps the property free 

and clear of trash and debris. Trash generated by occupied RVs may be disposed of 

using municipal services or through a private agreement.  

 

Section 92-025 – Permit Requirements  

(A) Application. 

1. Complete permit application.  Application shall be on file at Town Hall.  

2. Plan Drawings. Location sketch showing RV site with dimensions, availability 

of hook-ups, and setbacks from all property lines. Applicant shall also provide 

required documentation and drawings delineating the property’s flood zone(s).  

 

(B) Permit Required. All occupied RVs shall be located on a permitted RV site.  
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1. Each RV site requires a separate permit.  

2. Permit allocations shall be restricted by Table 1 below.  

3. Each  RV on a site granted a seasonal or annual permit shall be designated by a 

Town issued decal, which shall be visible for inspection. 

TABLE 1 – RV ALLOWANCE 1 

Annual Permit 

Eligible Property Type  Minimum Property Size  Maximum # RVs  

Bona fide agricultural 

property [must be classified as 

bona fide agricultural as of 

effective date.]  

5 net acres 

 

[total of 5.0 + acres shall be 

classified as bona fide ag.]  

1 

Homestead property with 

principal single family 

dwelling unit.  

5 acres  1  

Seasonal Permit  

Eligible Property Type  Minimum Property Size  Maximum # RVs  

Property with permitted 

residential structure  

1.0 – 4.9 net acres  2  

Bona fide agricultural 

property with property owner 

maintaining permanent 

residence on subject property.  

4.9 net acres and larger  4 

1    Any occupied RV located on a permitted site for more than 179 days, and located 

within a Special Flood Hazard Area, shall meet the elevation and anchoring requirements 

for manufactured homes or be fully licensed and ready for highway use. Ready for 

highway use means that it is on its wheels or jacking system, is attached to the site only 

by quick disconnect type utilities and has no permanently attached additions. 

 

 

(C) Permit Period.  

 

1. Seasonal Permit.  A Seasonal Permit shall be valid for 179 days from the first 

date of site occupation noted in the permit application. From the first date of 

occupation, the maximum time limitation of 179 days shall apply regardless of 

changes to, or discontinuance of, occupation on the site throughout the permit 

period.  

2. Annual Permit. An Annual permit shall be valid for 365 days from date of 

issuance.  

 

(D) Inspections Required.  

1. RV Site Inspection. Prior to permit issuance, the Town shall inspect all 

proposed sites intended for use by an occupied RV. The site inspection shall 

ensure proper location, site design, and the availability of required utilities.   
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2. RV Utility Connection Inspection.  Prior to site occupation, all RV utility 

connections shall be inspected and permitted as required by the Town, County, 

and any other pertinent agency.  

i. In the case the RV intended for occupation is on-site at the time of the 

Site Inspection, the required Site and Connection Inspections may be 

done concurrently.  

ii. Changes to the RV vehicle on a permitted site shall require a 

corresponding Connection Inspection to ensure correct hook-ups. Such 

re-inspection may result in additional inspection fee.  

 

3. Annual Permit Inspections. Annual permits shall require bi-annual Site and 

Connection Inspections. Bi-annual inspections shall generally occur on a six (6) 

month basis. At this time, if the property is located within a Special Flood 

Hazard Area, the designated Town official shall determine compliance with the 

requirements noted in Table 1.   

 

(E) Permit Fees. Permit fees shall be established administratively and may be amended 

from time to time.  

 

(F) Expiration.  Upon expiration of the registration permit, the RV site shall remain free 

of occupied RVs until such a time as another permit is issued for the site. RV sites used 

on a seasonal basis shall not be issued another seasonal permit until a minimum time 

period of six (6) months has passed. Within seven (7) calendar days of the permit 

expiration, the permit holder shall submit a Close-Out Affidavit to Town Hall 

confirming the RV site is vacant as required. 

 

(G) Extensions. Under special circumstances, Seasonal Permits may be administratively 

extended by the Town Manager or his/her designee for up to an additional twenty (20) 

days so long as an RV on the permitted site meets the FEMA requirements for “Ready 

for Highway Use” as defined in Table 1. To be granted such an extension, the permit 

holder must establish good cause. 

 

(H) Maintenance. Properties shall be maintained in accordance with Article 45 of the 

Unified Land Development Code. 

 

SECTION 92-030 – Violations.  

The Town will rely upon required inspections and code enforcement to maintain the Town’s safety, 

desired character, and aesthetics. Violations of this Article shall be enforced in accordance with 

Chapter 14, Code Enforcement. In addition:  

1. Properties in violation of adopted regulations may be subject to daily fines, additional 

permit fees, and may be exempt from permit issuance; and 
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2. Properties cited without a permit will be required to obtain an after-the-fact permit and 

shall be subject to increased fines due to causing permanent and irreparable harm.  
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Business Impact Estimate 

This form should be included in the agenda packet for the item under which the proposed 
ordinance is to be considered and must be posted on the [City’s/Town’s/Village’s] website by the 
time notice of the proposed ordinance is published. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE 
GROVES, FLORIDA, REPEALING SEC. 20-050 “RECREATIONAL VEHICLES” OF 
ARTICLE 20 – “RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS”; AND ESTABLISHING ARTICLE 
92 “RECREATIONAL VEHICLES” WITHIN PART III “SUPPLEMENTAL 
REGULATIONS” WITHIN THE UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
This Business Impact Estimate is provided in accordance with section 166.041(4), Florida 
Statutes. If one or more boxes are checked below, this means the Town is of the view 
that a business impact estimate is not required by state law1 for the proposed ordinance, 
but the Town is, nevertheless, providing this Business Impact Estimate as a courtesy and 
to avoid any procedural issues that could impact the enactment of the proposed 
ordinance. This Business Impact Estimate may be revised following its initial posting. 

☐  The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or 

regulation; 

☐  The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 

☐  The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget 

amendments, including revenue sources necessary to fund the budget; 

☐  The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, 

including, but not limited to, any Federal, State, local, or private grant or other 
financial assistance accepted by the municipal government; 

☐  The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance; 

☐  The ordinance relates to procurement; or 

☒  The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 

a. Part II of Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, relating to growth policy, county and 
municipal planning, and land development regulation, including zoning, 
development orders, development agreements and development permits; 

b. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community 
development districts; 

c. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 
d. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

 
In accordance with the provisions of controlling law, even notwithstanding the fact that 
an exemption noted above may apply, the [City/Town/Village] hereby publishes the 
following information: 

 
1 See Section 166.041(4)(c), Florida Statutes. 
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1. Summary of the proposed ordinance (must include a statement of the public purpose, 

such as serving the public health, safety, morals and welfare) 

Ordinance 2023-06 is proposed to amend regulations relating to Recreational Vehicles 
(RV) within the Town for the health and safety of residents and to support local agricultural 
needs.  

 

2. An estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-
profit businesses in the Town, if any: 
 
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur; 
      There is no required compliance. The proposed ordinance allows for optional RV   
permitting. Permit fees to be established administratively.  
 
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses 
will be financially responsible; and  
 There is no required charge or fee as this is an optional RV program. Should an 
eligible property owner choose to take advantage of the allowance, a permit fee of 
$250/annual permit and $150 per seasonal permit is contemplated.  
 
(c) An estimate of the Town’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues from any 
new charges or fees to cover such costs. 
 Regulation costs will be accrued through required staff time for required 
inspections and code enforcement. The Town already has an existing RV ordinance in 
place that requires permitting and routine inspection. No additional costs are anticipated.  
Revenue generated is generally anticipated to cover staff time required for inspections 
and will not greatly contribute to Town funds, if at all.  

 

3. Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the proposed 
ordinance: 
 All property owners who meet the criteria outlined in the Ordinance may take 
advantage of the optional RV Program being offered. No businesses will be impacted as 
this is an optional permitting program to benefit the Town residents and agricultural 
industry.  
 
 

 

4. Additional information the governing body deems useful (if any): 
NA.  
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item #9 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Elizabeth Lenihan, Town Attorney 

VIA: Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: September 19, 2023  

SUBJECT: Discussion of Regulation of Agricultural and Agritourism Uses 

Background: 

Following new legislation, Town Council gave staff direction to address off-site impacts from 

agritourism uses. Pursuant to Section 570.85, F.S., the Town is prohibited from regulating 

agritourism activities; however, the Town may address substantial off-site impacts of 

agritourism activities. The proposed changes to the Town’s Unified Land Development Code 

(ULDC) include adding agritourism as a permitted use in the Agricultural Residential (AR) 

zoning district, subject to certain regulations as provided by Florida law; and amending Article 

65 related to agricultural uses to also include agritourism uses. The purpose of the proposed 

changes to the Town’s ULDC is to identify agritourism uses, consistent with Florida Statutes; 

identify what substantial off-site impacts are and how to prevent, correct, or mitigate such 

impacts; and to identify the limitations of regulatory relief afforded to agritourism uses, 

consistent with Florida Statutes. 

Recommendation: 

Town Council to review and discuss proposed changes to the Town’s ULDC regarding agricultural 

and agritourism uses. 
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Section 20-015. Permitted uses. 

Plots located in the Agricultural Residential (AR) zoning districts may be used for the following 

specified uses.  

130



Page 2 of 5 

Principal Uses Agricultural Residential (AR) 

 Single Family Dwelling Permitted 

Modular Home or Factory-Built Home Permitted subject to Section 80-65 

Essential Services Permitted w/Special Exception 

Agriculture Permitted 

Wireless Communication Facilities Permitted w/Special Exception Category A 

Accessory Uses Agricultural Residential (AR) 

 Accessory Dwelling Permitted 

Groom's Quarter Permitted 

Caretaker's Quarter Permitted 

Home Offices Permitted subject to Article 80 

Residential Enterprise Permitted subject to Article 80 

Wholesale Nursery Permitted 

Retail Nursery Permitted w/Special Exception Category B 

U-Pick Farms Permitted w/Special Exception Category B 

Private Kennels Permitted 

Private Stables Permitted 

Yard Sales Permitted subject to Article 80 
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Veterinarian Services  Permitted  

Dog Boarding  Permitted  

Temporary Events  Permitted w/Special Exception Category C  

Agritourism Permitted subject to Article 65  

 

Article 65 AGRICULTURAL AND AGRITOURISM USES 

Division I. Agricultural Uses 

Section 65-005. Purpose and intent. 

The purpose and intent of this article division is to protect, and provide regulatory relief for, 

reasonable agricultural activities conducted on farm land in the Town as consistent with the Florida 

Right to Farm Act (823.14, F.S.).  

Section 65-010. Determination of valid agricultural use. 

Any property owner who seeks the regulatory relief provided for an agricultural use as defined 

herein, must either provide documentation to the Town from the Palm Beach County Property 

Appraiser's Office demonstrating that the property is currently classified as agriculture pursuant to 

F.S. § 193.461, as may be amended from time to time, or as an alternative, demonstrate to the 

Town Council that the use is agricultural, as defined herein. Once documentation is provided, the 

Town shall maintain an on-going record of such use and assume that each property continues to 

maintain its agricultural status unless a claim is made otherwise. If a claim is made otherwise, the 

property owner shall demonstrate the use is agricultural as provided for in this section. 

Section 65-015. Nonagricultural uses and structures on properties with a bona fide 

agricultural use. 

Nonagricultural uses and structures on properties with a valid agricultural use shall not qualify 

for modifications or exceptions to the Code based on agricultural status unless specifically stated 

otherwise.  

Division II. Agritourism Uses 

Section 65-030. Purpose and intent. 

The purpose and intent of this division is to protect, and provide regulation and regulatory 

relief for, reasonable agritourism activities conducted on bona fide agricultural land in the Town 

as consistent with section 570.85, F.S. 
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Section 65-035. Determination of valid agritourism use. 

Any property owner who seeks the regulatory relief provided for an agritourism use as 

defined herein, must provide documentation to the Town from the Palm Beach County Property 

Appraiser’s Office demonstrating that the property, or portion thereof, is currently classified as 

agriculture pursuant to section 193.461, F.S., that the purported agritourism use is related to the 

agricultural use on the same property and otherwise meets the requirements of section 570.86, 

F.S., and that the property owner is in compliance with 570.89, F.S.

Section 65.040. Substantial offsite impacts of agritourism activities. 

(A) Subject to the limitations of section 823.14, F.S., substantial offsite impacts caused by

agritourism uses are prohibited.

(B) Substantial offsite impacts that may be caused by agritourism activities include, but are not

limited to, the following:

(1) Traffic and Parking. Ingress to and egress from the property causing substantial

interference with traffic on abutting streets or resulting in the generation or creation

of traffic inconsistent with the health, safety and welfare of the community.

Vehicles entering or exiting the right-of-way to or from the property that utilize

turning movements that are hazardous or a nuisance due to the design or function

of the ingress and egress connection to the property. Parking on local roadways,

which is prohibited by section 100-045(6), ULDC.

(2) Noise. Excessive noise as set forth in section 50-010, ULDC.

(3) Lighting. The overspill of light originating from the subject property onto any other

plot or street that exceeds one-tenth horizontal foot-candle measured at grade level

at the property line and any outdoor lighting, other than motion-detected security

lighting, that is not extinguished between 11:00 p.m. and dawn.

(4) Odors. Objectionable odors as set forth in section 50-025, ULDC.

(5) Vibrations. Vibration noticeable by a person of reasonable sensitivity at the

property line, including bass emanating from audio speakers, which is prohibited

by section 50-020, ULDC.

(6) Dust. Unconfined dust that emanates across property lines.

(C) If an agritourism use is anticipated to or is determined, in the sole discretion of the Town,

to cause substantial offsite impacts, the property owner shall prevent, correct or mitigate

for such impacts as follows:

(1) Traffic and Parking. The property owner shall provide a traffic study and site plan

to show sufficient circulation and parking on-site for all agritourism activities on

the property to alleviate traffic stacking and parking in the right-of-way.

Alternatively, the property owner may provide for off-site parking through

agreement for same with another property owner and provision of shuttle service

from the parking area to the agritourism activity and shall provide a traffic study

and site plan for the alternative parking site as well as the parking agreement. Any

proposed off-site parking shall be on property that is properly zoned for and can
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accommodate the parking for the agritourism activities and designed to alleviate 

traffic stacking and parking in the right-of-way.  

(2) Noise. The property owner shall provide a noise study and maintain noise levels for

all agritourism activities below the thresholds for excessive noise. The property

owner may obtain a special event permit up to three (3) times per year for

agritourism activities that would allow excessive noise, pursuant to section 80-025,

ULDC.

(3) Lighting. The property owner shall install timers, cutoff fixtures, shields and baffles

and adjust pole height and fixture mounting height, lighting intensity, placement

and angle for all lighting creating substantial offsite impacts and provide a

photometric plan.

(4) Odors. The property owner shall eliminate and prohibit objectionable odors that

emanate off-site as part of any agritourism activities.

(5) Vibrations. The property owner shall eliminate and prohibit vibrations that emanate

off-site as part of any agritourism activities.

(6) Dust. The property owner shall eliminate and prohibit the off-site emanation of dust

from any agritourism activities, including application of dust suppressants to areas

in which the agritourism activities generate dust.

(7) The property owner may provide additional means to prevent, correct, or mitigate

substantial off-site impacts, including, but not limited to, limiting hours of

operation of the agritourism activities.

(D) The property owner shall submit documentation to the Town to establish compliance with

the requirements for prevention, correction or mitigation of substantial off-site impacts.

Such documentation shall be provided to the Town no later than thirty (30) days prior to

an agritourism activity that it anticipated to cause substantial offsite impacts and within

thirty (30) days following the date of any written notice of substantial offsite impacts issued

to the property owner by the Town.

(E) Preventions, correction and mitigation of the substantial off-site impacts of agritourism

uses shall be processed and reviewed as a Category B special exception, though such

review will be limited to the standards set forth in this section.

(F) Violations of this section may be enforced by the Town in accordance with Chapter 14 of

the Code or any other applicable legal remedy.

Section 65.045. Construction related to agritourism activities. 

Construction of new or additional structures or facilities intended primarily to house, shelter, 

transport, or otherwise accommodate members of the general public on properties with a valid 

agritourism use are not subject to regulatory relief and shall not qualify for modifications or 

exceptions to the Code based on agritourism status unless specifically stated otherwise. 
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