
 TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 
TOWN HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Community Discussion Meeting 6:00-6:30 PM (Non-Agenda Items Workshop) 

AGENDA 

APRIL 4, 2023 6:30 -9:30 P.M. 

Robert Shorr, Mayor (Seat 4) 

Phillis Maniglia, Councilmember (Seat 1) Laura Danowski, Vice Mayor (Seat 2) 

Marianne Miles, Councilmember (Seat 3) Margaret Herzog, Councilmember (Seat 5) 

Administration 

Town Manager, Francine L. Ramaglia 

Town Attorney, Elizabeth Lenihan, Esq. 

Town Clerk, Lakisha Q. Burch 

Public Works Director, Larry A. Peters, P.E. 

Civility: Being "civil" is not a restraint on the First Amendment right to speak out, but it is more than just being polite. Civility is 

stating your opinions and beliefs, without degrading someone else in the process. Civility requires a person to respect other people's 

opinions and beliefs even if he or she strongly disagrees. It is finding a common ground for dialogue with others. It is being patient, 

graceful, and having a strong character. That is why we say "Character Counts" in the Town of Loxahatchee. Civility is practiced 

at all Town meetings. 

Special Needs: In accordance with the provisions of the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons in need of a special 

accommodation to participate in this proceeding shall within three business days prior to any proceeding, contact the Town Clerk’s 

Office, 155 F Road, Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, (561) 793-2418. 

Quasi-Judicial Hearings: Some of the matters on the agenda may be "quasi-judicial" in nature. Town Council Members are 

required to disclose all ex-parte communications regarding these items and are subject to voir dire (a preliminary examination of a 

witness or a juror by a judge or council) by any affected party regarding those communications. All witnesses testifying will be 

"sworn" prior to their testimony. However, the public is permitted to comment, without being sworn. An unsworn comment will 

be given its appropriate weight by the Town Council. 

Appeal of Decision: If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Town Council with respect to any matter considered 

at this meeting, he or she will need a record of the proceeding, and for that purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of 

the proceeding is made, which record includes any testimony and evidence upon which the appeal will be based. 

Consent Calendar: Those matters included under the Consent Calendar are typically self-explanatory, non-controversial, and are 

not expected to require review or discussion. All items will be enacted by a single motion. If discussion on an item is desired, any 

Town Council Member, without a motion, may "pull" or remove the item to be considered separately. If any item is quasi-judicial, 

it may be removed from the Consent Calendar to be heard separately, by a Town Council Member, or by any member of the public 

desiring it to be heard, without a motion.  
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TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ROLL CALL 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

APPOINT SEAT OF MAYOR- RESOLUTION NO. 2023-34 

APPOINT SEAT OF VICE MAYOR- RESOLUTION NO. 2023-35 

RECESS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING &  

CALL TO ORDER DEPENDENT WATER CONTROL DISTRICT 

APPOINT CHAIR OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS- RESOLUTION NO. 2023-DD01 

APPOINT TREASURER OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS-RESOLUTION NO. 2023 DD02 

RECONVENE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

Public Comments for all meetings may be received by email, or in writing to the Town Clerk’s 

Office until 6:00 PM day of the meeting. Comments will be “received and filed” to be 

acknowledged as part of the official public record of the meeting. Town Council meetings are live-

streamed and close-captioned for the general public via our website, instructions are posted there. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Consideration of approval of Meeting Minutes.

a. August 2, 2022 Town Council Regular Meeting 

b. February 7, 2023 Town Council Community Workshop Meeting 

c. February 7, 2023 Town Council Workshop/Special Meeting 

d. February 21, 2023 Town Council Community Workshop Meeting 

e. February 21, 2023 Town Council Workshop/Special Meeting 

f. March 21, 2023 Town Council Community Workshop Meeting 

g. March 21, 2023 Town Council Regular Meeting 

2. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-29 approval of scope and pricing for culvert repair

at 24th and “E” Road.

3. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-31 authorizing the expenditure to Level Land

Grading in excess of $25,000.

4. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-32 approving the schedule for the Town Council

Regular and Workshop Meetings for April to December 2023.

5. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-33 approving of easements.

REGULAR AGENDA 
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6. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-30 approving the awarding of IFB # 2023-01 paving

project.

DISCUSSION 

7. Discussion of Ordinance No. 2023-01 adopting Chapter 2 “Administration” Article VII

“Town Advisory Boards” to provide for the applicability, composition, quorum, eligibility

and qualifications, appointment, terms, removal, and vacancies, officers, compensation,

and procedures regarding Town Advisory Boards.

8. Discussion of Ordinance No. 2023-02 amending Chapter 34 “Planning and Development”,

Article II “Planning and Zoning Board” to amend the appointment process and terms and

for other purposes.

9. Discussion of Town Council Rules and Procedures.

10. Discussion of Town Council Priorities.

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS 

Town Manager 

Town Attorney 

Public Works Director 

Town Clerk 

TOWN COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Phillis Maniglia (Seat 1) 

Marianne Miles (Seat 3) 

Margaret Herzog (Seat 5) 

Laura Danowski (Seat 2) 

Robert Shorr (Seat 4) 

ADJOURNMENT 

Comment Cards 

Anyone from the public wishing to address the Town Council, it is requested that you complete a Comment Card before 

speaking. Please fill it out completely with your full name and address so that your comments can be entered correctly 

in the minutes and given to the Town Clerk. During the agenda item portion of the meeting, you may only address the 

item on the agenda being discussed at the time of your comment. During public comments, you may address any item 

you desire. Please remember that there is a three (3) minute time limit on all public comments. Any person who decides 

to appeal any decision of the Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the 

proceedings and for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made which included 

testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. Persons with disabilities requiring accommodation in 

order to participate should contact the Town Clerk’s Office (561-793-2418), at least 48 hours in advance to request 

such accommodation.
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda # 1 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk 

VIA: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager    

DATE: April 4, 2023 

SUBJECT: Meeting Minutes 

Staff recommends approval of the attached meeting minutes. 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES OF WORKSHOP/SPECIAL MEETING 

AUGUST 2, 2022 

Meeting audio available in Town Clerk’s Office 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice Mayor Danowski called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Vice Mayor Danowski led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

Vice Mayor Danowski led a prayer. 

ROLL CALL 

Mayor Robert Shorr (Via Zoom), Vice Mayor Laura Danowski, Councilmembers Phillis 

Maniglia, Marianne Miles, and Margaret Herzog, Town Manager Francine L. Ramaglia, Town 

Attorney Elizabeth Lenihan, Esq., Public Works Director Larry Peters, and Town Clerk Lakisha 

Burch. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

Motion was made by Councilmember Miles seconded by Councilmember Herzog to 

approve the agenda as is; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia and Miles. Motion passed unanimously.  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

There was a public comment made by Deborah Klaine. 

PRESENTATION 

1. Awarding of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves Scholarship.

The Town of Loxahatchee Groves again has provided scholarships through donations to 

deserving Loxahatchee Groves Post High Students and Special Needs Students who have shown 

dedication to their education and participation in community service. Monies were donated by 

the Town Council members, Town Organizations, Town Residents and Vendors doing business 

with and in Loxahatchee Groves. 
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The Scholarship Fund Committee, consisting of Anita Kane, Ken Johnson and Mary McNicholas 

met to review, and nominate the Loxahatchee Groves Subcommittee which held the 

responsibility of reviewing and scoring the applications received by the Town and final decision 

on awards of scholarship money.  

The Subcommittee consisted of Judy Blake, Principal of Education Place Private School, Kim 

Lancaster, Dean at Palm Beach State College and Avasue Hickerson and Richard Myerson 

(alternate), Principal of Loxahatchee Elementary School. They independently received and 

reviewed the applications received by the Town, and then sent over their recommendation of 

final discussions and awarding of the scholarships 

Vice Mayor Danowski and Palm Beach County Commissioner McKinlay presented the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves’ scholarship to the recipients that had been chosen by the subcommittee.  

2. SAFEbuilt (Code Enforcement) update.

Bernard Pita, Code Enforcement Manager and Marie Pineda, Account Manager for SAFEbuilt, 

will present an update on the following: 

 How code started with outreach through door hangers, addressing the older cases and

collaboration with Fire, building and engineering for land clearing, waste franchise

agreement enforcement, vacant homes needing maintenance with squatters and work without

permits. Addressing environmental issues such as truck repair.

 Highlight Gov-Easy and how it organizes the cases, etc. as well as implementing of

Magistrate Hearing cost recovery worksheet.

 Review of priorities, increase in Notice of Violations for tree removal/land clearing,

collaborating with Public Works addressing manure, fill and manure haulers more

effectively, enforcing RV rules, etc.

 Future goals for code and public works to conduct hurricane preparations, clear right of way

hazards, address sight triangle concerns, collaboration with PBSO to track possible workers

living on properties in containers, sheds, other structures or R/Vs.

Councilmember Maniglia thanked them for coming and stated next time make sure the audience 

can see the presentation. Councilmember Maniglia stated that she has never had an issue with 

getting information. SAFEbuilt was hired to enforce Code, very disappointed in them stating that 

they had no direction for 10 months. Have a lot of issues, personally told the Manager about 

issues dealing with health and safety. If you listen to our meeting, every meeting the Town 

Council speaks on issues maybe need to do homework. Like to see someone from the company 

in meetings. Like things to change. 

Councilmember Herzog asked about the Flood plan violation. Town Manager Ramaglia 

responded. 

Does your group of officers drive around and spot check? Mr. Pita responded, yes. She also 

asked about D & D Grading. Mr. Pita stated he would like someone to check that. 
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Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes Page No.3 

Councilmember Miles stated she likes how he said Code Compliance. In the past some residents 

have been gone after and fines. Her first priority is health and safety.  Rather not see us go in as 

gang busters. Think it is very important to educate the residents. An update will be great but 

doesn't need to be in meetings. 

Mayor Shorr thanked both for the presentation. Doesn't need to come to meetings paying by the 

hour. Interlocal agreement is there anything the Town can do to help. Mr. Pita responded that 

would be great.  

Vice Mayor Danowski stated she had a couple questions. Residents can access GovEasy. Mr. 

Pita responded. She also asked can you look at the status. Mr. Pita responded would ask the IT 

department. Also asked about tree canopy-awareness and education that trees are a big deal in 

Loxahatchee Groves. Town Attorney Lenihan stated that if it is a code situation that is going on 

elected officials should not be involved. Flyers go to every real-estate company. Ms. Pineda 

responded to Vice Mayor Danowski. 

Councilmember Maniglia stated that we make policy and procedures, direction comes from staff. 

Realtors care and there are a lot of realtors that don't want to lose a sell, should be sent to the 

Town Hall. 

Ms. Pineda mentioned her municipal background understand what it is to work for your town. 

Implantation of Code Enforcement. She also stated that workshops will benefit everyone. That 

they will invite agencies to partnership Animal Control, South Water Management and hear from 

the residents. 

There was a discussion among the Town Council, Town Staff, Mr. Pita, and Ms. Pineda. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes

a. December 14, 2021, Attorney-Client Closed Door Session.

b. June 7, 2022, Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes.

c. July 19, 2022, Community Resident Workshop Meeting Minutes.

4. Consideration of Resolution No. 2022-42 accepting easements.

5. Receive and File vendors payments in FY 2022 between $10,000 and $25,000.

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Councilmember Miles to approve the 

Consent Agenda items 3,4,5, and 8; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

6. Consideration of Resolution No. 2022-43 waiving rates, fees, and charges for Planning and

Zoning, permitting, and other services. PULLED FROM CONSENT

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the item to Town Council stating that on July 5, 2022, at the 

Community Resident Workshop, Mr. Gordon addressed the Town Council stating that he had 
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some questions regarding permit fees. He stated he wanted to add a concrete driveway which led 

to nearly $1,000.00 in permit fees which he would like reduced. Specifically, he wished to have 

at least $500 in fees waived. 

Based on reviewing the details of Mr. Gordon’s applications, Town Manager Ramaglia waived 

$402.00 in cost recovery fees, leaving Mr. Gordon owing $261.00 dollars for his driveway 

building permit and $500.00 dollars for the related right of way permit. Mr. Gordon requested 

that the right of way permit fees also be waived. The Town’s code is silent with respect to 

adjustments and/or waivers to Council approved fees and/or charges; however, it does require a 

right of way permit regardless of driveway surface and/or whether previously existing.  

Therefore, Mr. Gordon’s request for a waiver of the $500 right-of-way permit fee is being 

brought to the Council for approval.  

Motion was made Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Mayor Shorr to approves 

Resolution No. 2022-43 by amending the right-a-way for existing driveway right-a-way 

from 500 hundred dollars to one hundred dollars; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor 

Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

7. Consideration of Resolution No. 2022-41 of Communication Emergency Response

Teams (CERT) Agreement Modification (Store trailers in Public Works Yard). PULLED

FROM CONSENT

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the item to the Town Council stating that the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves desires to assist community organizations that provide public benefits to the 

citizens of the Town. Communication Emergency Response Team (CERT) is comprised of 

members who are trained through a Citizens Emergency Response Team program which is 

created by the Department of Emergency Management to assist in storm related events and other 

emergencies. CERT provides voluntary emergency response assistance within the Town and has 

entered into a one-year grant agreement. The Town and CERT desire to extend the grant 

agreement and to provide for parking and storage of the CERT equipment and supply trailer(s). 

While they are parked and stored in the Public Works Yard, they will be covered as part of the 

Town’s insurance policy without being specifically listed assets as their value is currently less 

than $25,000. 

Vice Mayor Danowski stated that she appreciated the job that the CERT team does. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Councilmember Herzog to 

approve Resolution No. 2022-41 authorizing the entry by the Town into a first amendment 

to grant agreement with Loxahatchee Groves CERT Team, Inc. to provide an extension to 

the term and to provide for parking and storage of equipment and supply trailer(s); it was 

voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, 

Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 
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8. Consideration of Resolution No. 2022-31 of Broadband Interlocal Agreement-For Co-

utilization of the Palm Beach County Information Technology Services. PULLED

FROM CONSENT-SPOKE BEFORE ITEM 6

There was a public comment made by Todd McLendon. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Councilmember Miles to 

rescind her motion to approve Consent Agenda items 3,4,5, and 8; it was voted as follows: 

Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Councilmember Miles to 

approve the Consent Agenda items 3,4, and 5; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, 

Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

There was consensus by the Town Council to stay with the current provider, meet with Mr. 

McLendon for his input and try to get better services.  

REGULAR AGENDA 

Vice Mayor Danowski asked Captain Turner from the Palm Beach County Sheriff 

Department to give an update. 

9. Consideration of Resolution No. 2022-35 approving contract with CGP.

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the item to Town Council stating that The Town contracted 

with CGP Agency, LLC in December of 2020, the agreement between the parties ended prior to 

completion of the needed work. The scope of services and compensation limit have grown since 

the original agreement. It is beneficial for the Town to have a single creator of its 

communications content and production. Pursuant to Section 2-133 (b)(12) of the Town’s Code 

of Ordinance, the staff has determined that this agreement is in the best interests of the Town as 

it provides for consistency in the development of communications content and production 

necessary to complete this work. She also stated that the contract will expire on September 30, 

2023. Town Attorney stated that if the contract was to go longer it would have to come before 

Town Council. There was discussion among the Town Council and Town Staff. 

Motion was made by Mayor Shorr seconded by Councilmember Miles to approve 

Resolution No. 2022-35 authorizing an agreement with CGP Agency, LLC. to provide 

communications content and production and to extend for one year ending September 30, 

2023; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers 

Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

9

Item 1.



Town of Loxahatchee Groves August 2, 2022 

Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes Page No.6 

10. Discussion of alternate methods of collection of Solid Waste and consideration of

Resolution No. 2022-30 approving amendment to Solid Waste Hauler contract for

Extraordinary Rate Adjustment.

The Town of Loxahatchee Groves entered into Solid Waste and Recycling Collection Services 

Agreement which was amended by the First Amendment the Second Amendment all on 

November 5, 2019, and the Third Amendment on August 17, 2021. Resolution 2022-30 amends 

the rate schedule in Exhibit I of the Solid Waste and Recycling Collection Service agreement due 

to an extraordinary rate increase as provided by Section 6.D of the contract with Coastal for the 

escalating cost of fuel.  

Councilmember Maniglia passed an email to the Town Council to receive and file. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Miles to receive and 

file email received by Councilmember Maniglia; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Nay: Mayor Shorr. Motion passed 4-

1. 

John Casagrande presented the item to the Town Council. 

Councilmember Maniglia stated that the most complaint is vegetation. Also, a lot of vacant land 

keeps putting vegetation out. Asked how much Costal charging are for   

Mr. Casagrande thanked Vice Mayor Danowski. Vice Mayor Danowski asked how to report the 

witnessing of commercial landscaping dumping. Town Manager Ramaglia commented that all 

need to be reported to PBCSO. 

Councilmember Miles asked about cameras on the front and back of truck. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Mayor Shorr to approve 

Resolution No. 2022-30 approving amendment to Solid Waste Hauler contract for 

Extraordinary Rate Adjustment; it was voted as follows: Aye: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

There was a public comment made by Nina Corning. 

11. Consideration of Resolution No. 2022-44 designating property as surplus.

Asst. Public Works Director Mario Matos presented the item stating that the Town Council has 

authority under Florida Statutes and Town Code and Policy to declare items of tangible personal 

property as surplus. Surplus property is either at the end of its life cycle or the Town has no use 

for it. Town Council has directed staff to inventory the vehicles and equipment in the Public 

Works yard and identify those items that may be declared as surplus. Pursuant to the applicable 

laws and policies, items valued at less than $5,000 have been provided to the Interim Town 

Manager for review and declaration as surplus. Items valued at $5,000 or greater are proposed to 

be declared surplus by the Town Council. 
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Motion was made by Mayor Shorr seconded by Councilmember Maniglia to approve 

Resolution No. 2022-44 designating property as surplus; it was voted as follows: Ayes: 

Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

DISCUSSION 

12. Discussion of fees charges, waiver, and adjustment guidelines.

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the item stating that attached are proposed guidelines for 

adjustment and/or waiver of Town fees and/or charges which enables staff and the Town 

Manager to adjust and/or to waive certain fees and/or charges with adequate justification. The 

total amount of administratively approved adjustments and/or waivers meeting certain conditions 

would be limited to $500 individually and $2,000 in the aggregate per month. Any requested fee 

adjustments exceeding these amounts would be subject to Council approval. All adjustments 

and/or waivers would be reported to the Council at least annually. In addition to this proposed 

policy, there may be required ordinance changes as well as fee schedule modifications necessary. 

Councilmember Maniglia stated that she immediately thought about the previous manager giving 

a code enforcement.  

Councilmember Miles feels that revisiting the fees is the way to go first. This is not code 

violation specific. Town Manager Ramaglia responded. Let's leave code enforcement fines and 

fees separate - can't wait to bring back the fee schedule- not here to make money off the backs of 

residents. Wait to see the fee schedule. 

Mayor Shorr hired Francine to do her job. She will be reporting issues to Town Council tools for 

her to work through this situation. 

Vice Mayor Danowski stated that financial hardship is none of the Town Council's business. So, 

when does this need to come back? Bring back before Town Council at its anniversary. Will 

send fee schedule to Town Council.  

13. Discussion of HR Workshop and dates.

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the items to the Town Council stating that in the upcoming 

months there are numerous HR items (such as HR Manual, Benefits, etc.) that will be coming 

before Town Council, and it is believed that it would be beneficial for Town Council and staff to 

carve out time to work on these items together rather than separate. 

Separate conversation from any contractual agreements. What has been talked about is tacking 

on a workshop on the August 15th. On August 16th the Gehring Group presented a report to 

Town Council about our insurance. 

Councilmember Miles since it does affect the budget, can it be done after the budget. Town 

Manager Ramaglia stated yes, it can be. Present on the 15th and see how it goes. 
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Mayor Shorr thinks that we have some financial issues that need to be addressed. Need to take 

care of the payoff-wipe slate clean and move forward.  

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS 

Town Manager 

Thanks Town Council and staff. 

Town Attorney 

Following up on bringing back another Shade meeting. 

Public Works Director 

Mr. Matos stated that we are two positions down from what were two months ago, and just 

wanted to ask the Town Council to consider advertising for the two positions. Immediately 

temporary work. 

Councilmember Maniglia stated she would like to have Public Works to do the vetting. 

There was consensus by the Town Council to advertise and hire temporary. 

Town Clerk 

Palm Beach State College has approved us to have the Palm Beach County League of Cities 

luncheon to be held on January 25th @ 11:30 a.m.- Also they have an approved list of caterers 

that has to be used. 

We still have backpacks available for pick-up: pre-K, K-5 and high school 

TOWN COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Marianne Miles (Seat 3) 

Hurricane Season is still here - if you are going to put stuff out please keep off the road. 

Marge Herzog (Seat 5) 

Felt really proud that we could give so many scholarships.  

Phillis Maniglia (Seat 1) 

Low flow toilets- adding to new Building Code 

Clear cutting 

Permit boxes. 

Announced the Adult Education recipient of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves’ scholarship. 

Laura Danowski (Seat 2) 
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How exciting about CodeRed. Pondering on how to get it out. 

Backpack stuffing - thanked staff for donation, goody bags. 

Glad Marica Andrews came to speak about brick and mutter - more people moving in, more 

people on our roads. Massive expansion at the Equestrian - people are coming. Full faith in staff 

and Public Works. 

Pre Storm-Sweep.  

Mayor Robert Shorr (Seat 4) 

Congratulations to the Town Scholarship winners. 

Position at Public Works-gave Town Manager authority on filling these position.  

Backpack thanked all who donated.  

Year to date expenditures- send out to Town Council 

Talk to the Mayor is coming back in September. The Vice Mayor is doing an excellent job. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

ATTEST: 

Mayor Robert Shorr 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk 

Vice Mayor Laura Danowski 

Councilmember Marge Herzog 

Councilmember Marianne Miles 

Councilmember Phillis Maniglia 
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 TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 
TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY WORKSHOP  

February 7, 2023 

Meeting audio available in Town Clerk’s Office  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Shorr called meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There was public comment made by Susan Clubb, Todd McLendon, Virginia Standish, and Cassie 

Suchy. 

 

Susan Clubb 

 Addressed the Council regarding manure dumping at the neighboring property. Town 

Manager Ramaglia gave an update on the status of the situation and informed Ms. Clubb 

to contact/take pictures if she continues to see activity at that property. There was 

discussion among Town Council, Town Staff, and Ms. Clubb. 

 Inquired about the paving of “E” Road. 

 

Cassie Suchy 

 Asked how many Special Magistrate meetings have been held this year. Town Manager 

Ramaglia responded. 

 Performance Evaluation  

 Thanked for having Code enforcement. 

 

Virginia Standish 

 Lobbyist  

 Governor’s press release. 

 Safety issues on Okeechobee Blvd and “B” Road Canal (illegal ingress/egress). There was 

discussion among Town Council, Town Staff, and Ms. Standish. 

 

Todd McLendon 

 Addressed the Town Council regarding the community of Roadway, Equestrian Trails and 

Greenway Advisory Committee (RETGAC). There was discussion among Town Council, 

and Town Staff. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The workshop was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA      

ATTEST:             

       Mayor Robert Shorr  

        

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk          

       Vice Mayor Laura Danowski   

   

                  

       Council Member Marge Herzog 

 

              

       Council Member Marianne Miles 

 

              

        Council Member Phillis Maniglia 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 
TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

February 7, 2023 

Meeting audio available in Town Clerk’s Office 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Shorr called the meeting to order at 6:31p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Shorr led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

Mayor Shorr led a prayer. 

ROLL CALL 

Mayor Robert Shorr, Vice Mayor Laura Danowski, Councilmembers Phillis Maniglia, Marge 

Herzog, and Marianne Miles, Town Manager Francine Ramaglia and Town Attorney Elizabeth 

Lenihan, Esq., and Public Works Director Larry Peters, Town Planning Consultant James 

Fleischman, and Town Clerk Lakisha Burch. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

Vice Mayor Danowski asked could the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s comments could be moved 

before the Consent Agenda. 

Town Clerk Burch also stated that the meeting heading should be Regular Meeting and not 

Workshop/Special Meeting. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Vice Mayor Danowski to 

approve the changes to the agenda; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice 

Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

There were no public comments. 

Report Update 

Captain Turner from the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office (PBCSO) addressed the Town Council by 

giving an update report for the month of January. There was discussion among the Town Council and 

Captain Turner. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Consideration of approval of Meeting Minutes.

a. February 7, 2023, Community Workshop Meeting Minutes 
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b. February 7, 2023, Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion was made Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Miles to approve the 

Consent Agenda; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, 

Councilmembers Herzog, and Miles. Nay: Councilmember Maniglia. Motion passed 4-1. 

2. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-14 authorizing the entry by the Town agreements 

with vendors for goods and services utilizing the St. Lucie County Guardrail 

Maintenance and Installation Contract Bid No. 21-085. PULLED FROM CONSENT 

AGENDA 

Councilmember Maniglia asked for clarification regarding the vendors. Town Attorney Lenihan 

responded. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Councilmember Herzog to 

approve Resolution No. 2023-14 authorizing the entry by the Town agreements with 

vendors for goods and services utilizing the St. Lucie County Guardrail Maintenance and 

Installation Contract Bid No. 21-085; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice 

Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

3. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-15 appointing Todd McLendon to the Planning 

and Zoning Board. PULLED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 

Councilmember Herzog spoke regarding Mr. McLendon qualifications to serve on the Planning 

and Zoning Board. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Miles seconded by Vice Mayor Danowski to not 

approve Resolution No. 2023-15 appointing Todd McLendon to the Planning and Zoning 

Board; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, and 

Councilmember Miles. Nay: Councilmembers Herzog, and Maniglia. Motion passed 3-2. 

 

4. Fiscal Year 2023 1st Quarter Financial Reports; Balance Sheets and Budget to Actual 

Revenue and Expenditures (Receive and File) PULLED FROM CONSENT 

AGENDA 

Vice Mayor Danowski asked the Town Manager to explain the highlights of the Financial 

Reports including Balance Sheet and Budget to Actual Revenue and Expenditures for all funds. 

Town Manager Ramaglia gave an overview of the Financial Reports. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Miles to receive 

and file the Fiscal Year 2023 1st Quarter Financial Reports; Balance Sheets and Budget to 

Actual Revenue and Expenditures; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING (QUASI-JUDICIAL) 

 

5. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-11 approving of the proposed Palm Beach 

Orthopedic Institute site plan for land owned by Loxahatchee Equestrian Partners, LLC. 

and Solar Sportsystems, Inc., consisting of 1.964 acres more or less located on the North 

side of Southern Blvd. East of “B” Road at the Intersection of Tangerine Drive and 

Mango Street, Loxahatchee Groves. (Quasi-Judicial) 
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Town Attorney Lenihan explained the Quasi-Judicial procedures. Town Attorney Lenihan also 

swore in all parties involved. 

Brian Cheguis, IPlan & Design, LLC presented the item by PowerPoint to the Town Council. 

There were also comments from James Fleischmann, the Town’s Planning Consultant. There 

was discussion among the Town Council and Mr. Cheguis, Mr. Hare, and Dr. Wessler. 

There were public comments made by the following: Diane Jenkins, Virginia Standish, and 

Cassie Suchy. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Maniglia to 

continue Resolution No. 2023-11approving of the proposed Palm Beach Orthopedic 

Institute site plan for land owned by Loxahatchee Equestrian Partners, LLC. and Solar 

Sportsystems, Inc., consisting of 1.964 acres more or less located on the North side of 

Southern Blvd. East of “B” Road at the Intersection of Tangerine Drive and Mango Street, 

Loxahatchee Groves until February 21, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. or soon thereafter; it was voted 

as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, and 

Maniglia. Nay: Councilmember Miles. Motion passed 4-1. 

 

6. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-12 approving a Historical Legacy Designation for 

land owned by Tetro Land Development and Construction, LLC., consisting of 3.21 

acres more or less, located at the Southwest Corner of “F” Road and Okeechobee Blvd, 

Loxahatchee Groves. (Quasi-Judicial) (Request to Continue) 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Miles to continue 

Resolution No. 2023-12 approving a Historical Legacy Designation for land owned by Tetro 

Land Development and Construction, LLC., consisting of 3.21 acres more or less, located at 

the Southwest Corner of “F” Road and Okeechobee Blvd, Loxahatchee Groves until May 

2, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. or soon thereafter; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice 

Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

7. Discussion and direction on paving plan. 

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the item to the Town Council stating that this is an update on 

the paving plan that was discussed at the January 17th meeting. Town Attorney Lenihan also 

addressed the Town Council with an update on purchasing on this type and then gave Town 

Council her recommendations. There was discussion among the Town Council and Town Staff. 

Motion was made by Mayor Shorr seconded by Vice Mayor Danowski to cancel the 

Rangers’ purchase order, put the paving project out to bid by Monday, February 13th with 

a mandatory pre-meeting; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, and Miles. Nay: Councilmember Maniglia. Motion 

passed 4-1. 

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS 

Town Manager 

 Apologize for her direct/forceful comments on the previous item.  
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 Code Enforcement- there will be some pretty big code cases such as: un-permitted uses, 

livestock waste, etc.- waiving of fees. If you have an issue to go to 

code@loxahatcheegrovesfl.gov- tree trimming 

 CodeRed 

 Jobs being advertised. 

 Florida Municipal Insurance Trust is looking for a nomination for the board and will 

bring a resolution at the next meeting. 

 Coffee with the Mayor 

Town Attorney Lenihan spoke about the fee waiver.- would like for the Town Council to make a 

motion regarding fee waivers. There was discussion among the Town Council and Town Staff 

regarding the matter. 

Town Attorney 

Public Works Director 

 Mike Bream-working on a proposal (canal cleaning) 

 South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) 

Town Clerk 

 Going to one meeting a month- spoke about agenda review- There was discussion among 

Town Council and Town Staff. 

TOWN COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Margaret Herzog (Seat 5) 

 Spotlight on corner at “D” Road-churches leaving lights on 

 Planning & Zoning nomination-What can be done? 

 Building project that has been approved-Town Manager Ramaglia responded. 

 Dates and time 

Motion was made by Councilmember Herzog seconded by Councilmember Miles to extend 

the meeting to 11:00 p.m.; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

Phillis Maniglia (Seat 1) 

 Multi-purpose trails – ADA compliant 

 Driveways connecting to public roadways. 

 How many roads got paved last year- would like a list. Town Manager Ramaglia 

responded. 

 Quarter report-who is showing up for committee meetings. 

 Shared email from Keshavarz on “C” Bridge- Town Manager Ramaglia responded to 

Councilmember Maniglia’ s concern.  

Marianne Miles (Seat 3) 

 Councilmembers reaching out to individual vendors- if Councilmembers have questions, 

they need to go through Town Staff. Town Manager Ramaglia responded to 

Councilmember Miles’ concerns. 

 Tasks 
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 Canals 

 Naming of the trail. 

Vice Mayor Laura Danowski (Seat 2) 

 Proud to sit on and serve on this Council. 

Mayor Robert Shorr (Seat 4) 

 League of Cities luncheon 

 Canals inventory-Mr. Peter inventory of straws 

 Churches-job site 

 March 25-Coffee with Mayor- Mayor will send flyer/breakfast. 

 Task list-workshop 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:58 p.m. 

 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA      

ATTEST:             

       Mayor Robert Shorr  

        

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk          

       Vice Mayor Laura Danowski   

   

                  

       Council Member Marge Herzog 

 

              

       Council Member Maryann Miles 

 

              

        Council Member Phillis Maniglia 
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 TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY WORKSHOP  

FEBRUARY 21, 2023 

Meeting audio available in Town Clerk’s Office  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Shorr called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Town Council and Staff who were present: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, 

Maniglia, and Miles, Town Manager Ramaglia, Town Attorney Lenihan, Public Works Director Peters, 

Town Planning Consultant James Fleischman, and Town Clerk Burch 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There was a public comment made by Cassie Suchy. 

Cassie Suchy addressed the Council regarding the following: 

 Access where the horse show is being held. 

There was discussion among the Town Council regarding Ms. Suchy’s concerns. 

Vice Mayor Danowski asked Town Manager Ramaglia to give an update on Code Enforcement. Town 

Manager Ramaglia responded. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The workshop was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  

   

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA      

ATTEST:             

       Mayor Robert Shorr  

        

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk          

       Vice Mayor Laura Danowski  

 

     

                  

       Council Member Marge Herzog 

 

              

       Council Member Marianne Miles 
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Council Member Phillis Maniglia 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 
TOWN COUNCIL WORKSHOP/SPECIAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 21, 2023 

Meeting audio available in Town Clerk’s Office 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Shorr called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Shorr led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

Mayor Shorr led a prayer. 

ROLL CALL 

Mayor Robert Shorr, Vice Mayor Laura Danowski, Councilmembers Phillis Maniglia, Marge 

Herzog, and Marianne Miles Town Manager Francine Ramaglia and Town Attorney Elizabeth 

Lenihan, Esq., and Public Works Director Larry Peters, Town Planning Consultant James 

Fleischman, and Town Clerk Lakisha Burch. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

Town Manager Ramaglia stated that Resolution No. 2023-11 approving of the proposed Palm 

Beach Orthopedic Institute site plan is now item # 5 and item # 6 Cybersecurity Update needs to 

move to the March 7th meeting due to the IT contractors had a conflict for tonight’s meeting.  

Motion was made Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Maniglia to approve 

the agenda as amended; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

There was public comment made by: Virginia Standish 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-18 Acknowledgement and Release by James Titcomb.

PULLED FROM AGENDA

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the item of Acknowledgement and Release to finalize 

payment of funds allocated to prior Town Manager James S. Titcomb pursuant to the terms of 

his prior employment agreement. The agreement provided for contributions to a deferred 

compensation account or retirement plan chosen by Mr. Titcomb in an amount equal to 9% per 
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year of his annual salary. The Town reserved funds in accordance with the applicable provisions 

but a deferred compensation account or retirement plan but not selected during his active 

employment and responded to Vice Mayor Danowski and Mayor Shorr’s question regarding the 

item. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Maniglia to 

approve Resolution No. 2023-18 approving the Acknowledgement and Release and 

payment; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, 

Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

2. Consideration of Resolution No 2023-19 Amending Fee Schedule for Tree Removal Exempt

Activities. PULLED FROM AGENDA

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the item that this is being revised pursuant to previous 

Council direction to waive or eliminate the charge for a land clearing exemption application and 

reduce the cost. There was a discussion between the Town Council and Town Manager 

Ramaglia. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Councilmember Herzog to 

approve Resolution No. 2023-19 amending the adopted schedule of rates, fees, and charges 

for Planning and Zoning, Permitting, Code Enforcement, and other services; it was voted 

as follows: Ayes: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, 

Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

3. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-20 Regarding Nomination of a Councilmember to the

Florida Municipal Insurance Trust Board. PULLED FROM AGENDA

Councilmember Maniglia asked Town Attorney Lenihan a question regarding the term and 

qualifications of this board. There was additional conversation regarding this item. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Councilmember Herzog to 

nominate herself for the Florida Municipal Insurance Trust Board; it was voted as follows: 

Ayes: Councilmembers Herzog, and Maniglia. Nays: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, 

and Councilmember Miles. Motion failed 2-3. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Miles to approve 

the Resolution No. 2023-20 nominating Mayor Robert Shorr for and supporting his 

appointment to the Board of Trustees of the Florida Municipal Insurance Trust; it was 

voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, and Councilmember Miles. 

Nays: Councilmembers Herzog, and Maniglia. Motion passed 3-2.  

4. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-21 Cancelling Work Order with Ranger Construction,

Inc. PULLED FROM AGENDA

Town Manager Ramaglia presented the item stating that in the interest of transparency and 

fairness, the Council decided at its meeting on February 7th to open the paving plan up to a 

competitive selection process. To that end, the previous work order granted by Resolution No. 

2022-78 authorizing paving for roadway segments set forth in the Town’s Capital Improvement 

Plan for FY 2023 is rescinded by this action. 
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Motion was made by Councilmember Herzog seconded by Councilmember Miles to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-21 rescinding Resolution No. 2022-78 and the authorization to utilize 

its Agreement with Ranger Construction Industries, Inc. under PBC Project No. 2021050 

for milling and resurfacing on roadway segments in the Town’s adopted Capital 

Improvement Plan for FY 2023; it was voted as follows; Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor 

Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, and Miles. Nay: Councilmember Maniglia. 

PUBLIC HEARING (QUASI-JUDICIAL) 

5. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-11 approving of the proposed Palm Beach Orthopedic 

Institute site plan for land owned by Loxahatchee Equestrian Partners, LLC. and Solar 

Sportsystems, Inc., consisting of 1.964 acres more or less located on the North side of 

Southern Blvd. East of “B” Road at the Intersection of Tangerine Drive and Mango Street, 

Loxahatchee Groves. (Quasi-Judicial) 

Town Attorney Lenihan explained the Quasi-Judicial procedures. Town Attorney Lenihan also 

swore-in all parties involved. 

Brian Cheguis, IPlan & Design, LLC presented the item by PowerPoint to the Town Council. 

There were also comments from James Fleischmann, the Town’s Planning Consultant. There 

was discussion among the Town Council and Mr. Cheguis and Mr. Hare. 

There were public comments made by Virginia Standish and Cassie Suchy. 

Motion was made by Councilmember Maniglia seconded by Herzog to approve Resolution 

No. 2023-11 approving of the proposed Palm Beach Orthopedic Institute site plan for land 

owned by Loxahatchee Equestrian Partners, LLC. and Solar Sportsystems, Inc., consisting 

of 1.964 acres more or less located on the North side of Southern Blvd. East of “B” Road at 

the Intersection of Tangerine Drive and Mango Street, Loxahatchee Groves with the 

changes and additions to the conditional of approvals; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor 

Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion 

passed unanimously. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

6. Cybersecurity Update-PULLED FROM THE AGENDA AND RESCHEDULED TO 

THE MARCH 7TH MEETING. 
 

7. Quarterly Reports: 

a. PBSO  

PBSO District 17 Town of Loxahatchee Groves attached the January 2023 monthly report 

and the 2022 Annual Report. 

b. Building 

Maria Pineda, Account Manager and William Hudson, Regional Manager of East Florida of 

SAFEbuilt presented a PowerPoint presentation to Town Council and there was discussion 

among Town Council, Town Staff and Ms. Pineda, and Mr. Hudson. 

c. Code Enforcement  
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Town Manager Ramaglia gave an overview of what is happening in Code Enforcement. 

Mario Matos, Asst. Public Works Director/Code Enforcement Officer presented the 

quarterly report to the Town Council. There was discussion among the Town Council and 

Town Staff. 

d. Public Works 

Mario Matos, Asst. Public Works Director gave an overview of the Public Works quarterly 

report. There was discussion among the Town Council and Town Staff. 

  There were public comments made by the following Virginia Standish and Cassie Suchy. 

e. Planning 

James Fleischmann, Town’s Planning Consultant presented a list of development review 

applications to Town Council that he has identified as being in the pipeline for future 

Council consideration. He also addressed Councilmember Maniglia earlier concerns. 

8. Review and Discussion of Priority List 

Town Manager Ramaglia gave a summary of the Town Council priority list and asked Town 

Council to give staff a top three priorities and gave examples. There was discussion among 

Town Council and Town Staff. 

There was consensus by Town Council to ensure that the left lane turn at the Publix 

Shopping Centre will be taken care of as previous stated. 

WORKSHOP DISCUSSION  

9. Discuss Annexation and De-annexation. 

Town Attorney Lenihan gave a summary of annexation and de-annexation. There was discussion 

among Town Council and Town Staff. Town Manager Ramaglia also stated that a letter from 

Indian Trail Improvement District asking Town Council for a letter of support in their quest to 

become a municipality. There was discussion among to Town Council and Town Staff. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Maniglia to 

receive and file letter that was received from Indian Trail Improvement District; it was 

voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, 

Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Maniglia to send 

letter of support to Indian Trail Improvement District (ITID) 

There were public comments by the following: Betty Argue, Virginia Standish, and Cassie 

Suchy. 

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS 

Town Manager 

 Announced upcoming meeting dates. 

Town Attorney 

No comment. 

Public Works Director 

No comment. 
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Town Clerk 

No comment. 

TOWN COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Marianne Miles (Seat 3) 

 Glad Town Council is moving forward, also glad about starting the process for the B

Road intersection.

Margaret Herzog (Seat 5) 

 Announced that the Adopt A Road will be held on March 14th from 8-11 a.m. at Red

Barn.

 Asked about King size bed on the canal on A Road

 Thanked Coastal

 Spoke about Brazilian Peppers

Phillis Maniglia (Seat 1) 

 Good night, Irene.

Vice Mayor Laura Danowski (Seat 2) 

 Asked about RFP regarding trash.

 Behaviors that are displayed on the dais during meetings.

Mayor Robert Shorr (Seat 4) 

 Spoke about permits that allows for tree trimming- still have to abide by the 6 cubic feet.

 Coffee with the Mayor will be held on March 18th 8-noon.

ADJOURNMENT 
The workshop was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

ATTEST: 

Mayor Robert Shorr 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk 

Vice Mayor Laura Danowski 

Council Member Marge Herzog 

Council Member Marianne Miles 

Council Member Phillis Maniglia 
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 TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

TOWN COUNCIL COMMUNITY WORKSHOP  

MARCH 21, 2023 

Meeting audio available in Town Clerk’s Office  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Shorr called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Town Council and Staff who were present: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, 

Maniglia, and Miles, Town Manager Ramaglia, Town Attorney Lenihan, Public Works Director Peters, 

and Town Clerk Burch 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There was a public comment made by Virginia Standish and Cassie Suchy. 

Virginia Standish addressed the Council regarding the following: 

 Spoke about the mics not being on/speaking in the microphones during meeting so that the public 

can hear. 

 Affordable Housing/Excessive Tax 

 

There was discussion among the Town Council, Staff, and Ms. Standish. 

Cassie Suchy addressed the Council regarding the following: 

 Access where the horse show is being held. 

There was discussion among the Town Council regarding Ms. Suchy’s concerns. 

Vice Mayor Danowski asked Town Manager Ramaglia to give an update on Code Enforcement. Town 

Manager Ramaglia responded. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The workshop was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  

   

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA      

ATTEST:             

       Mayor Robert Shorr  

        

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk          

       Vice Mayor Laura Danowski  
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       Council Member Marge Herzog 

 

              

       Council Member Marianne Miles 

 

 

              

        Council Member Phillis Maniglia 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 
TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING  

MARCH 21, 2023 

Meeting audio available in Town Clerk’s Office  

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Shorr called the meeting to order at 6:31p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Shorr led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

Mayor Shorr led a prayer. 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mayor Robert Shorr, Vice Mayor Laura Danowski, Councilmembers Phillis Maniglia, Marge 

Herzog, and Marianne Miles, Town Manager Francine Ramaglia and Town Attorney Elizabeth 

Lenihan, Esq., and Public Works Director Larry Peters and Town Clerk Lakisha Burch. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 

Town Manager Ramaglia stated that item # 10 and the backup for item # 8 was added and was  

distributed to Town Council. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Maniglia to 

approve the agenda and the modifications; it was voted as follows: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice 

Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

There were no public comments. 

PRESENTATION 

1. Oath of Office for Unopposed Council Member (Margaret Herzog) 

The qualifying dates for the Town of Loxahatchee Groves’ Seat 5 were November 8th through 

November 16th noon to noon, of the year 2022, for the Town of Loxahatchee Groves’ Seat 5. Due 

to no one running for the seat, the incumbent was unopposed. The 2023 Election was scheduled to 

be held on March 14, 2023. 

Town Clerk Burch administered the Oath of Office to Councilmember Margaret Herzog. She was 

unopposed for the March 2023 election.  

2. Presentation of the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office 2022 Annual Report. 
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Capitan Craig Turner of the Palm Beach County Sheriff Office, District 17 addressed Town 

Council presented with a PowerPoint presentation the 2022 Annual Report. There was discussion 

among the Town Council and Capitan Turner. 

There was a public comment made by Virginia Standish.  

3. Presentation of Cyber Security by Node0 (IT Consultants) and receive and file of Cyber 

Security Policy. 

Patrick Price from Node0 the Town's IT consultant presented the Cyber Security policy and gave 

an update on Cyber Security. 

4. Presentation of the FY 21 Audit by Chris Wallace of Munilytics. 

 

Chris Wallace from Munilytics presented the FY 21 Audit to the Town Council. There was 

discussion among the Town Council, Town Staff, and Mr. Wallace. 

There was a public comment made by Virginia Standish. 

                                                 CONSENT AGENDA 

There was a public comment made by Virginia Standish regarding item 6. 

5. Consideration of approval of Meeting Minutes.  

a. 07 19 22 Town Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 

b. 02 17 23 Community Workshop Meeting Minutes 

7. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-17 adopting the year end Budget Amendment 

(FY22) 

8. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-24 authorization of change order of Johnson-Davis. 

9. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-26 authorization of financial services contract with 

Munilytics. 

10. Receive and File vendors payment in FY 22 between $10,000 and $25,000. 

Mayor Shorr asked that item # 6 be pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

Motion was made by Vice Mayor Danowski seconded by Councilmember Maniglia to 

approve Consent Agenda items 5,7,8,9, and 10; it was voted as follows; Ayes: Mayor Shorr, 

Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

6. Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-27 appointing Lisa El-Ramey to the Planning and 

Zoning Board. PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion was made by Mayor Shorr seconded by Vice Mayor Danowski to approve Resolution 

No. 2023-27 appointing Lisa El-Ramey to the Planning and Zoning Board; it was voted as 

follows: Ayes: Ayes: Mayor Shorr, Vice Mayor Danowski, Councilmembers Herzog, 

Maniglia, and Miles. Motion passed unanimously. 

DISCUSSION 

 

11. Discussion of Council Priorities Scheduled. 

 

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS 

31

Item 1.



Town of Loxahatchee Groves March 21, 2023 

Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes Page No.3 

Town Manager 

 Paving Tabulation

 Easements

 Oppose bill for Solid Waste

Town Attorney 

No comment. 

Public Works Director 

No comment. 

Town Clerk 

 Asked the Town Council how they would like to vote for Mayor and Vice Mayor and Board

of Supervisors- in one nomination or two? The Town Council stated that want to nominate

and vote for one position at a time.

TOWN COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Phillis Maniglia (Seat 1) 

 No comment.

Marianne Miles (Seat 3) 

 No comment.

Margaret Herzog (Seat 5) 

 Lobbyist

 Announced the upcoming Loxahatchee Groves Landowners Owners’ (LGLA) meeting.

 Announced the upcoming Planning and Zoning Board Meeting

Vice Mayor Laura Danowski (Seat 2) 

 Thanked Town Manager for item # 11- curious about why all wanted the month of July

off.

 Spoke about Palm Beach Leadership (Western Communities)

Mayor Robert Shorr (Seat 4) 

 2 Culverts in Capital Improvement- LP responded to Mayor's concern.

 Replacing culverts before paving.

 Coffee with the Mayor on April 1, 2023, from 8-12.

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
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Town of Loxahatchee Groves March 21, 2023 

Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes Page No.4 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

ATTEST: 

Mayor Robert Shorr 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk 

Vice Mayor Laura Danowski 

Councilmember Marge Herzog 

Councilmember Marianne Miles 

Councilmember Phillis Maniglia 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

AGENDA MEMO 

Agenda Item # 2

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Larry A. Peters, P.E., Public Works Director 

DATE: April 4, 2023 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-29 approving scope and pricing for 

replacement of a bridge culvert at 24th Court North and “E” Road 

Background: 

The existing bridge culvert at 24th Court North and East of E Road is in a failing condition and 

needs to be replaced. This bridge culvert is within the Town’s right-of-way and is the only access 

to seven parcels. Johnson-Davis, Inc. has a continuing contract with the Town, and has provided a 

proposal to replace this bridge culvert. Staff is requesting approval of scope and pricing for the 

replacement of the culvert. 

A proposal in the amount of $110,830.00 was submitted by Johnson-Davis, Inc. for this culvert 

replacement. 

Recommendations: 

Move that Town Council adopt Resolution No. 2023-29 approving the of scope of work and 

pricing under continuing contract with Johnson-Davis, Inc. in the amount of $110,830.00 for 

replacement of the bridge culvert at 24th Court North and E Road.  
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

            RESOLUTION NO. 2023-29 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA APPROVING THE SCOPE AND 

PRICING FOR REPLACEMENT OF A BRIDGE CULVERT AT 24TH COURT 

NORTH AND E. ROAD; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE 

NECESSARY DOCUMENTS IN FORMS ACCEPTABLE TO THE TOWN 

MANAGER AND TOWN ATTORNEY TO IMPLEMENT THE INTENT OF 

THIS RESOLUTION; AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER AN THE 

TOWN ATTORNEY TO TAKE SUCH ACTIONS AS ARE NECESSARY TO 

IMPLEMENT THIS RESOLUTION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution No. 2022-75, adopted by Town Council on 

November 1, 2022, the Town entered into an agreement with Johnson-Davis, Inc. utilizing the 

Boynton Beach Bid No. 019-2821-19/IT; and  

WHEREAS, the Town is in need of goods and services for the replacement of a bridge 

culvert at 24th Court North and E Road within the Town; and  

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to utilize its agreement with Johnson-Davis, Inc., 

as stated in the Scope of Work attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A”; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined the Scope of Work serves a public purpose. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.  The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being 

true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution. 

Section 2.   The Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida hereby 

authorizes the Town to utilize its agreement with Johnson-Davis, Inc. utilizing pricing under 

Boynton Beach Bid No. 019-2821-19/IT for replacement of a bridge culvert at 24th Court North 

and E Road and approves the Scope of Work and pricing attached hereto as Exhibit “A”. 

Section 3.   The Mayor is authorized to execute any and all documents to implement the 

Scope of Work and pricing attached hereto by the Town, including letter agreements and addenda, 

in forms acceptable to the Town Manger and Town Attorney.  The Town Manager and Town 

Attorney are authorized to take such actions as are necessary to implement this Resolution.   
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Resolution No. 2023-29 

 
 

2 

Section 4. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and 

adoption.  

Councilmember                                      offered the foregoing resolution.  Councilmember 

________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

                Aye       Nay     Absent 

 _______________, MAYOR     □   □    □ 

_______________, VICE MAYOR    □   □    □  

_______________, COUNCILMEMBER   □   □     □ 

_______________, COUNCILMEMBER   □  □    □ 

_______________, COUNCILMEMBER   □  □    □  

 

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE 

GROVES, FLORIDA, THIS ___ DAY OF _______________   2023.  

 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

       

       ________________________________ 

ATTEST:      Mayor   

  

        ________________________________  

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk    Vice Mayor  

 

       _______________________________  

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:  Councilmember   

 

        ________________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney    Councilmember  

 

       ________________________________ 

       Councilmember  
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item # 3 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 4, 2023  

SUBJECT: Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-31 authorizing the expenditure to Level 

Land Grading, Inc. in excess of $25,000 

Background: 

Level Land Grading, Inc. has been installing culverts for the Town.  The Town provides the 

materials (rock and pipe) and Level Land Grading, Inc. supplies the manpower and equipment.  

Level Land Grading, Inc. is doing the work for $1,850 per culvert.  This price was substantially 

less than the two other quotes received by the Town for the same scope of work.  The culverts are 

installed according to Town specifications and the quality of the work has been good.   

In this fiscal year Level Land Grading, Inc. has installed 9culverts for a total price of $16,650.  The 

public works director has identified a need for 6 additional culverts and believes as many as 13 

more may be needed.  The Town has budgeted $100,000 for miscellaneous culverts in its Capital 

Improvement Plan for 2023.  The cost of rock and pipe for each of the culverts is approximately 

$2,000, which brings the cost per culvert to $3,850.  In addition, the delivery of materials to the 

site is done by Town employees using Town equipment. 

Pursuant to Section 2-134(c) of the Town’s Code, Town staff is seeking authority to utilize Level 

Land Grading, Inc. for the additional culvert work, which will result in aggregate payments to the 

contractor in excess of $25,000 during this fiscal year.   

Resolution No. 2023-01 authorizes payments to Level Land Grading, Inc. for work done and to be 

done in excess of $25,000 during this fiscal year for installation of culverts at a price of $1,850 per 

culvert with the Town supplying necessary rock and pipe for the installation.    

Recommendation: 

Move that Town Council adopt Resolution No. 2023-31 authorizing the expenditure to Level 

Land Grading, Inc. in excess of $25,000 for fiscal year 2023 for culvert construction/installation 

services. 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-31 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, APPROVING THE 

EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS TO LEVEL LAND GRADING, INC. OF OR 

IN EXCESS OF $25,000 IN THE AGGREGATE FOR THE 

CONSTRUCTION AND  INSTALLATION OF CULVERTS DURING 

FISCAL YEAR 2023; AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER TO 

EXECUTE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS IN FORMS ACCEPTABLE 

TO THE TOWN ATTORNEY TO IMPLEMENT THE INTENT OF 

THIS RESOLUTION; AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER AND 

THE TOWN ATTORNEY TO TAKE SUCH ACTIONS AS ARE 

NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS RESOLUTION; AND 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

WHEREAS, the Town has a need to install and replace culverts as conditions warrant and 

opportunities present themselves for such action; and  

WHEREAS, the Town solicited quotes for the provision of equipment and manpower to construct 

and install such culverts in accordance with Town standards with the Town supplying the 

necessary rock and piping materials for the construction/installation of the culverts; and  

WHEREAS, Level Land Grading, Inc., (“Contractor”) agreed to provide the construction services 

for $1,850.00 per culvert which was substantially less than any other quote the Town received; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Town was uncertain as to how many and at what locations the culverts would be 

located and/or replaced; and  

WHEREAS, the Town is uncertain as to how many more or exactly where future culverts will be 

located or replaced; and 

WHEREAS, 9 culverts have been installed by Contractor and it is clear that the aggregate cost of 

future culvert projects will result in payments to the Contractor of over $25,000.00 this fiscal year; 

and 

WHEREAS, Section 2-134(c) of the Town’s Code requires approval of Town Council for 

acquisitions and expenditures to a single vendor equal to or exceeding the aggregate of $25,000, 

per project, during the course of a fiscal year; and  

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined that authorizing the expenditure of more than 

$25,000.00 to Contractor for culvert construction/installation services in fiscal year 2023 serves a 

public purpose.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, THAT:  
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Resolution No. 2023 – 31 

2 

Section 1. The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true 

and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution; and  

Section 2. The Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby approves the aggregate 

expenditure of more than $25,000.00 in fiscal year 2023 to Level Land Grading, Inc., for the 

construction/installation of culverts in accordance with Town standards at an individual price of 

$1,850.00 per culvert for work done by Level Land Grading, Inc., in accordance with the adopted 

budget. The Town Manager is authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to implement 

the intent of this Resolution, in forms acceptable to the Town Attorney. The Town Manager and 

Town Attorney are authorized to take such actions as are necessary to implement this Resolution. 

Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and adoption. 

Councilmember  offered the foregoing resolution.  Councilmember 

________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Aye       Nay     Absent 

ROBERT SHORR, MAYOR □ □    □ 

LAURA DANOWSKI, VICE MAYOR  □ □     □ 

MARGARET HERZOG, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

PHLLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA, THIS ___ DAY OF APRIL 2023.  

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

________________________________ 

ATTEST: Mayor Robert Shorr   

________________________________ 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk Vice Mayor Laura Danowski 

_______________________________ 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Councilmember Margaret Herzog 

________________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney Councilmember Phillis Maniglia 

________________________________ 

Councilmember Marianne Miles 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

          Agenda Item # 4 

 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk 

VIA:  Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 4, 2023    

SUBJECT: Consideration of Resolution No. 2023- 32 approving the schedule for the Town 

Council Regular and Workshop Meetings for April to December 2023. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

BACKGROUND: 

At the beginning of each year, the Town Council is presented with a calendar of scheduled Town 

Council Regular Meeting dates. These meeting dates are subject to change at the approval of the 

Town Council.  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Staff recommends that the Town Council approve Resolution No. 2023-32 a schedule for the 

Town Council Regular, Workshop, and Workshop/Special Meeting Schedule for April to 

December 2023. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2023-32 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, APPROVING A SCHEDULE FOR 

THE REGULAR AND WORKSHOP TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

DATES FOR APRIL TO DECEMBER 2023; PROVIDING FOR 

CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2018-73 set forth a schedule for the regular Town Council 

Meeting Dates for Fiscal Year 2018-2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, desires to 

adopt an adjusted schedule for Town Council Meetings; and 

WHEREAS, finds it in the best interest of the Town to confirm a uniform meeting calendar 

for conduct of business and public participation at Town meetings; and 

WHEREAS, the identified Calendar Schedule for all regular and workshop Town Council 

Meetings for the period beginning April 1, 2023, through December 31, 2023, is hereby presented. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The foregoing "Whereas" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being 

true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof. 

Section 2. The Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby adopts 

Resolution No. 2023-32 the Town Council Meeting Schedule for calendar year of 2023, beginning 

April 1, 2023, and ending December 31, 2023, as set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto.  

Section 3. The Town Council may from time to time, by motion, add, modify, change, 

and delete meetings from the attached Meeting Schedule as necessary to conduct the business of 

the Town of Loxahatchee Groves.  

Section 4. All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
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Resolution No. 2023-32 

Section 5. If any clause, section, other part, or application of this Resolution is held by 

any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, in part or in application, it 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions or applications of this Resolution. 

Section 6.  This Resolution shall become effective upon adoption. 

Council Member  offered the foregoing resolution.  Council Member  seconded 

the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Aye       Nay     Absent 

ROBERT SHORR, MAYOR □ □    □ 

LAURA DANOWSKI, VICE MAYOR  □ □     □ 

MARGARET HERZOG, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

PHLLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCIL MEMBER □ □    □ 

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE 

GROVES, FLORIDA, THIS _____ DAY OF APRIL 2023. 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 
ATTEST: FLORIDA 

____________________________ ________________________________ 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk  Mayor Robert Shorr  

________________________________ 

Vice-Mayor Laura Danowski 

________________________________ 

Councilmember Margaret Herzog 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: ________________________________ 

Councilmember Phillis Maniglia 

______________________________ 

Elizabeth Lenihan, Town Attorney  _______________________________ 

Councilmember Marianne Miles 
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COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
APRIL TO DECEMBER 2023 

April 2023 
S M T W T F S 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 

June 2023 
S M T W T F S 

1 2  3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
13 14 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 

April 4th Town Council Regular Meeting 
April 7th Good Friday 
April 9th Easter 
April 18th Town Council Workshop 

May 2nd Town Council Regular Meeting 
May 16th Town Workshop Meeting 
May 28th Memorial Day-HOLIDAY 

May 2023 
S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 28 29 30 31 

June 6th Town Council Regular Meeting 
June 20th Town Council Workshop Meeting 

July 2023 
S M T W T F S 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31 

    August 2023 
S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31 

September 2023 
S M T W T F S 

1 2 
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9  
10 11 12 13 14 15 16  
17 18 19 20 21 22 23  
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

July 4th Fourth of July- HOLIDAY August 1st Town Council Regular Meeting 
August 15th Town Council Workshop Meeting 

September 4th Labor Day-HOLIDAY 
September 5th First Budget Hearing 
September 19th Final Budget Hearing 

October 2023 
S M T W T F S 
1  2 3 4 5 6 7  
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20  21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 

November 2023 
S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25  
26 27 28 29 30 

December 2023 
S M T W T F S 

1 2  
3 4 5 6 7 8 9  
10 11 12 13 14 15      16 
17 18 19 20 21 22      23 
24 25 26 27 28 29     30 
31 

October 3rd Town Council Regular Meeting 
October 17th Town Council Workshop Meeting 

November 7th Town Council Regular Meeting 
November 10th Veterans’ Day Observed- HOLIDAY 
November 21st Town Council Workshop Meeting 
November 23rd Thanksgiving- HOLIDAY 
November 24th Day After Thanksgiving- HOLIDAY 

December 5th Town Council Regular Meeting 
December 19th Town Council Workshop Meeting 
December 22nd Christmas Eve Observed HOLIDAY 
December 24th and 25th Christmas Eve and Christmas 
December 26th Christmas Observed HOLIDAY  
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item # 5

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 4, 2023  

SUBJECT: Consideration of Resolution No. 2023-33 approving easements related to FY23 

Town Paving Program 

Background: 

In moving forward with the FY23 Town Paving Program it is beneficial for the Town to secure 

certain Roadway and/or Drainage and/or Utility easements along some segments of the road 

paving project.  Specifically, easements are needed along North E Road, Folsom Road, and West 

G Road.  In addition, while there is an existing 20 foot roadway easement along Collecting Canal 

Road, drainage and utility easements would be useful in this area.  

Town staff has been working with property owners to acquire the easements and have identified 

properties upon which easements are needed or available.  Those property locations are 

identified in Exhibit “A” to Resolution No. 2023-33 and the form of the proposed easement is 

the Town’s standard easement form which was previously approved by Town Council.  The 

nature and extent of the easement will vary depending on the particular location. 

The Town Council must accept the easements in accordance with Section 05-085 of Article 

05”Administrative and Legal Provisions” of Part I “Administration and Definitions of the 

Town’s ULDC. With the pendency of the FY23 Town Road Paving Program and the award of 

the contract for the construction work and in order to minimize and delay or stoppage of the 

work, the Town Manager and Town Attorney are suggesting the Town Council approve and 

accept the easements at the identified locations, authorize the Mayor to execute the easements 

and Town staff to record the easements, without the necessity of bringing them back 

individually to the Town Council for acceptance and approval, under the following conditions: 

1. That the easements will be in the standard form approved by Town Council or with non-

monetary changes subject to approval by the Town Manager and Town Attorney;

2. Authorizing the Mayor (or Town Manager) to execute the acceptance of the easements

identified in the Resolution upon approval by the Town Attorney;

3. Require that the easement for each property be fully executed and recorded before work

on the project takes place within the easement area for that property.
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Recommendation: 

Move that Town Council adopt Resolution No. 2023-33 accepting easements on properties 

identified therein. 

46

Item 5.



TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-33 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE 

GROVES, FLORIDA ACCEPTING EASEMENTS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE.  

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves desires to obtain 

Easements for Roadway, Drainage, and Utility purposes; and  

WHEREAS, specifically, the Town has a need for easements on the properties listed in 

the attached Exhibit “A” in order to ensure there is a clear right to pave portions of North E 

Road, Folsom Road, West G Road and to obtain drainage rights adjacent to collecting canal 

related to the Town FY23 Road Paving Program; and  

WHEREAS, the easements will be substantially in the form previously approved by 

Town Council for Roadway, Drainage and Utility Easements; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 05-085 of the Town’s Unified Land Development Code 

and Town Council adopted procedures, all easements must be accepted by the Town Council 

prior to recording. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:  

Section 1. The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being 

true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution upon adoption hereof.  

Section 2. The Town Council hereby accepts Easements for Roadway, and/or Drainage 

and/or Utility purposes, as the necessity of those Easements are determined by Town staff to 

facilitate the FY23 Road Paving Program, upon the properties identified in Exhibit “A”, attached 

hereto, in  substantially the same form as previously approved by Town Council, subject to the 

approval of the Town Manager and Town Attorney. No monetary changes to the form of the 

easement will be approved by the Town Manager and Town Attorney without further 

authorization from Town Council.  Upon approval by the Town Attorney, the Mayor is 

authorized to execute the Easements on behalf of the Town and Town staff is directed to have 

said Easements recorded in the public records.  

Section 3. Any portion of the work related to the FY23 Road Paving Program which is 

contingent upon having an easement shall not take place until the Easement is fully executed and 

recorded. 

Section 4. All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 

to the extent of such conflict.  
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Resolution No. 2023 – 33 

2 

Section 5. If any clause, section, other part or application of this Resolution is held by 

any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, in part or application, it 

shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions or applications of this Resolution.  

Section 6. This Resolution shall become effective upon its adoption. 

Councilmember  offered the foregoing resolution.  Councilmember 

________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

Aye       Nay     Absent 

_________________, MAYOR □ □    □ 

_________________, VICE MAYOR  □ □    □ 

_________________, COUNCILMEMBER □ □    □ 

_________________, COUNCILMEMBER □ □    □ 

_________________, COUNCILMEMBER □ □    □ 

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE 

GROVES, FLORIDA, THIS ___ DAY OF APRIL 2023.  

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

________________________________ 

ATTEST: Mayor   

________________________________ 

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk Vice Mayor  

_______________________________ 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Councilmember  

________________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney Councilmember  

________________________________ 

Councilmember  
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EXHIBIT A 

LOCATION OF EASEMENTS 

E ROAD NORTH 

1. 3001 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-436-0020

2. 3057 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-436-0010

3. 3123 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-435-0020

4. 3191 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-435-0010

5. 3255 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-434-0010

6. 3319 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-434-0010

7. 3381 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-433-0020

8. 3445 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-433-0010

9. 3509 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-432-0020

10. 3571 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-432-0010

11. 3635 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-431-0010

12. 3701 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-431-0020

13. . 3765 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-430-0050

14. 3766 E Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-430-0040

15. 14042 North Road – Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-429-0010

COLLECTING CANAL ROAD 

1. 687 D Road - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-301-0010

2. 14599 Collecting Canal Road - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-301-0020
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FOLSOM ROAD 

1. 2453 Folsom Road- Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-628-0030 

2. 2425 Folsom Road - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-628-0050 

3. 2365 Folsom Road - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-628-0010 

4. 12797 22nd Court - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-629-0030 

5. 2789 Compton Road - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-630-0010 

25TH  STREET N 

1. 12775 25th St. N.  - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-701-0020 

2. 12839 25th St. N  - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-701-0030 

G ROAD WEST 

1. 2477 G Road W  - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-627-0030 

2. 2585 G Road W - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-627-0020 

3. 2659 G Road W - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-626-0040 

4. 2763 G Road W - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-625-0020 

5. 2811 G Road W - Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-625-0010 

6. 13038 North Rd. -  Parcel Identification Number: 41-41-43-17-01-624-0010 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

50

Item 5.



155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

Agenda Item # 6

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 4, 2023  

SUBJECT: Resolution 2023-30 approving the award of a contract to J.W. Cheatham, LLC 

for the Town FY23 Road Paving Program, IFB # 2023-01 

Background: 

The Town has been contemplating paving certain roadway segments as identified in the Town’s 

adopted Capital Improvement Plan.  In furtherance of that plan, the Town issued an Invitation 

For Bids, IFB # 2023-01, on February 16, 2023.   

The roadway segments which were the subject of the bid are: 

1. Collecting Canal Road from Folsom to F Road

2. Collecting Canal Road from F Road to E Road

3. Collecting Canal Road from E Road to D Road

4. Collecting Canal Road from D Road to C Road

5. Collecting Canal Road from C Road to B Road

6. E Road from Collecting Canal to Okeechobee Road

7. E Road North from South North Road to North Road

8. Folsom from Compton to 25th Street North

9. 25th Street North from Folsom to G Road West

10. G Road West from 25th Street North to South North Road

11. 160th Ave. N. from 40th St. N. to beyond 44th St. N

The work to be done on the roads is to prepare the roadway for paving, pave a 20 foot wide 

roadway (where possible and a minimum of 18 feet), install speed tables (where directed) and 

stripe the roads for two lanes.   The paving will be a minimum of two inches of asphalt.  The 

road rock necessary for the project will be supplied by the Town through its existing contracts.  

The project is to be awarded on a lump sum basis, but the bidders had to give a breakdown of the 

cost for each roadway segment in case a segment has to be postponed or cancelled. 

A mandatory pre-bid meeting was held on February 28th and representatives from nine (9) 

contracting firms attended the meeting.  On March 20th six (6) contractors responded and 

submitted bids.  The bids from lowest to highest lump sum were as follows: 
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1. J.W. Cheatham, LLC - $1,449,090.00*

2. Ranger Construction Industries, Inc. - $1,482,314.00

3. Janice M. Riley, Inc. DBA The Paving Lady - $1,621,050.77

4. Atlantic Southern Paving and Sealcoating, LLC - $1,691,674.00

5. Florida  Blacktop, Inc. - $2,027,506.06

6. Huur Homes, LLC - $2,190,584.25

*Lump sum bid price adjusted pursuant to paragraph 4 of Section 4 of the IFB to correct

mathematical error.

J.W. Cheatham, LLC, is a licensed, qualified contractor and meets the requirements of the IFB.  

The results of the IFB were posted and identified J.W. Cheatham, LLC,’s bid as the tentative 

awardee.  There has been no protest to the tentative award by the Town.  A contract for award to 

J.W. Cheatham, LLC has been prepared and executed by the contractor.   

The contract should be awarded to the lowest responsive responsible bidder, subject to budget 

limitations. 

If the Town Council has approved the budget amendment as contemplated by Resolution No. 

2023-28, there is sufficient funding for the award of this contract.  

Recommendation: 

Move that Town Council approve Resolution No. 2023-30 approving the award of a contract to 

J. W. Cheatham, LLC for the Town FY23 Road Paving Program, IFB # 2023-01.  
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

RESOLUTION NO. 2023-30 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, APPROVING A CONTRACT  FOR 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES WITH J.W. CHEATHAM, LLC, FOR TOWN FY23 

ROAD PAVING PROGRAM; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE 

NECESSARY DOCUMENTS IN FORMS ACCEPTABLE TO THE TOWN 

MANAGER AND TOWN ATTORNEY TO IMPLEMENT THE INTENT OF THIS 

RESOLUTION; AUTHORIZING THE TOWN MANAGER AND THE TOWN 

ATTORNEY TO TAKE SUCH ACTIONS AS ARE NECESSARY TO 

IMPLEMENT THIS RESOLUTION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE.  

WHEREAS, in accordance with State Statutes and the Town’s Procurement Code, the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves, Florida (“Town”) issued Invitation For Bid For Town FY23 Road Paving 

Program IFB # 2023-01 (“IFB”); and  

WHEREAS, bids for the IFB were opened on March 20, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council has determined that J.W. Cheatham, LLC, was the lowest 

responsive responsible bidder; and 

WHEREAS, entering into a construction services contract with J.W. Cheatham, LLC for Town 

FY23 Road Paving Program serves a public purpose.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN 

OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, THAT:  

Section 1. The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true 

and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution; and  

Section 2. The Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby approves the attached 

Contract with J.W. Cheatham, LLC. The mayor is authorized to execute any and all documents 

necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution, in forms acceptable to the Town Manager 

and Town Attorney. The Town Manager and Town Attorney are authorized to take such actions 

as are necessary to implement this Resolution.  

Section 3. This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and adoption. 
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Resolution No. 2023 – 30 

 
 

2 

Councilmember                                      offered the foregoing resolution.  Councilmember 

________________ seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as follows: 

 

                Aye       Nay     Absent 

 ________________, MAYOR    □   □    □ 

________________, VICE MAYOR    □   □    □  

________________, COUNCILMEMBER    □   □     □ 

________________, COUNCILMEMBER    □  □    □ 

________________, COUNCILMEMBER                           □  □    □  

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE 

GROVES, FLORIDA, THIS ___ DAY OF APRIL 2023.  

 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA 

       

       ________________________________ 

ATTEST:      Mayor   

  

        ________________________________  

Lakisha Burch, Town Clerk    Vice Mayor  

 

       _______________________________  

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:  Councilmember    

 

        ________________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney    Councilmember  

 

       ________________________________ 

       Councilmember  
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

          Agenda Item # 7 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

VIA:   Elizabeth Lenihan, Town Attorney 

DATE: March 28, 2023  

SUBJECT: Discussion of Ordinance No. 2023-01 regarding uniform requirements for 

Town Advisory Boards 

Background: 

Over the years, the Town Council has adopted several resolutions dealing with various Town 

advisory boards, including, but not limited to, the Scholarship Fund Committee, Charter Review 

Committee, Unified Land Development Code Review Committee, Finance Advisory and Audit 

Committee, and the Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee.  Each 

resolution provides for the composition, term, appointment procedure, removal, etc.  To ensure 

consistency and a more efficient procedure, the Town Attorney has drafted Ordinance No. 2023-

01, an advisory board ordinance that applies to all Town advisory boards, committees, and 

commissions unless otherwise set forth in the Code.   

The ordinance provides uniformity for its advisory boards in composition, quorums, eligibility, 

appointment, terms, removal, vacancies, officers, procedures, and meetings.  The ordinance also 

provides the Town Council with the authority to adopt other resolutions (or ordinances) that 

address the particular qualifications for members of each board and the time and frequency of 

meetings. It provides for an application process for potential board members, and the Town 

Council will review the applications and vote on the members and alternates for each board.  

Board members will serve two year staggered terms and will continue to serve until successors 

are appointed. 

Recommendation: 

The Town Council review and discuss proposed Ordinance No. 2023-01 regarding Town 

Advisory Boards and to make any changes to prepare the ordinance for first reading. 

187

Item 7.



 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-01 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA ADOPTING CHAPTER 2 

“ADMINISTRATION”, ARTICLE VII “TOWN ADVISORY 

BOARDS” TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPLICABILITY, 

COMPOSITION, QUORUM, ELIGIBILITY AND 

QUALIFICATIONS, APPOINTMENT, TERMS, REMOVAL, AND 

VACANCIES, OFFICERS, COMPENSATION, AND PROCEDURES 

REGARDING TOWN ADVISORY BOARDS AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY, 

CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves wishes to 

adopt an ordinance to address the composition, qualifications, appointment, terms, 

removal, vacancy of its advisory boards; and, 

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds it is in the best interest of the Town to adopt 

this Ordinance and that said Ordinance serves a public purpose. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF 

THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA: 

 

Section 1: That the foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and 

confirmed as being true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this 

Ordinance. 

Section 2. The Town Council for the Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby 

adopts Chapter 2 “Administration”, Article VII “Town Advisory Boards” as 

follows: 

  

ARTICLE VII. – TOWN ADVISORY BOARDS 

 

Sec. 2-180. Applicability.  

Unless otherwise provided for in this Code, all  town advisory boards, committees 

and commissions (collectively, hereinafter “advisory board” or “board”) shall 

comply with the provisions set forth in this article.   

Sec. 2-181. Composition; quorum; alternative.  

(a) Town advisory boards shall be comprised of five voting members and two 

alternate members.  All members shall be appointed in accordance with the 

procedures set forth in section 2-183. 
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(b) Three voting members in attendance at a meeting shall constitute a quorum 

of the advisory boards, and official action shall be taken by the board by a majority 

vote of the members present. 

(c) In its discretion, the town council may provide, by resolution or ordinance, 

that a particular advisory board will be composed of fewer than five members 

and/or no alternates.  A quorum for such a board shall be equal to the majority of 

the members of the board. 

Sec. 2-182. Eligibility and qualifications of town advisory board members.   

Unless otherwise provided for in this Code or the Florida Statutes, as may be 

amended from time to time, all members of the advisory board shall be residents 

of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves.  If approved by the town council, an advisory 

board may have one non-resident landowner as a member (either a voting member 

or an alternate). The town council may, by resolution or ordinance, adopt 

qualifications specific to the particular board and such qualifications shall be 

included in the application form for that board. The town council shall be the sole 

judge of the qualifications of its advisory board members. 

Sec. 2-183. Application and appointment process.  

(a) The town council shall request that individuals who meet the qualification 

requirements for a specific advisory board submit an application (by a date certain) for 

appointment to that specific advisory board.  The town clerk shall provide notice of the 

request for applications for appointment to the town’s advisory boards through notices 

posted at town hall, on the town’s website and in any other location determined by the clerk 

or otherwise requested by the town council.  The form for the application shall be kept on 

file in the town clerk’s office. 

(b) Once all applications are submitted, the town clerk will provide copies of all the 

applications received to the town council for their preliminary review and place the 

appointment of advisory board members on the next available town council meeting 

agenda.  At the town council meeting, the council shall select and appoint, from the pool 

of applicants, voting members and alternate members for each applicable advisory board. 

Such selection and appointment shall be by a majority vote of the council members present 
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at the meeting.  Alternate members shall be designated by the town council as alternate no. 

1 and alternate no. 2.  Alternative members may participate in all matters that come before 

the board at meetings which they attend.  However, alternate members may only vote as 

members of the board, in their designated order, whenever any regular member of the board 

is absent. 

Sec. 2-184. Terms of appointees; removal; vacancy. 

(a) Board members appointed in 2023 and beyond shall have staggered terms.  

For board members appointed in 2023, two voting members and one alternate 

member of each board, as designated by the town council during the appointment 

process, shall serve one year terms and the remaining members shall serve two 

year terms.  Thereafter, each member appointed to an advisory board shall serve 

two-year terms.  All members shall continue in the office until a successor is 

appointed. 

(b) Advisory board members shall serve at the pleasure of the town council and 

may be removed with or without cause by a majority vote. f the members of the 

town council present at any publicly advertised meeting.  A board member will 

automatically forfeit his or her appointment: (i) if convicted of a felony while a 

member of the board; (ii) if he or she has three consecutive unexcused absences; 

or (iii) he or she is no longer a resident of the town.  Each advisory board shall, at 

each meeting, determine by majority vote of the members present whether a 

member’s absence is excused or unexcused.  

(c) In the event of a vacancy on an advisory board, the town council shall 

appoint a replacement for the unexpired term, by majority vote of the members 

present. Until such a replacement is appointed, alternates may, in their designated 

order, vote as a member of the board. 

Sec. 2-185. Officers. 

Each advisory board shall have a chairperson and vice-chairperson and such other 

officers as the board shall deem necessary. Unless otherwise provided for herein, 

officers of the board shall be elected by a majority vote of the membership of the 

board at its first meeting after the members’ initial appointments, and annually 

thereafter.  A member of the board may be elected to serve as an officer without 

190

Item 7.



Ordinance No. 2023-01 

restriction as to the number of terms served.  

Sec. 2-187. Compensation.  

Advisory board members shall serve without compensation. If authorized by the town 

council, reasonable expenses which are incurred in the performance of their duties may be 

reimbursed to the members.  The payment of such expenses shall be in accordance with 

Chapter 112, Florida Statutes and any applicable town policy. 

Section 2-188. Procedures; applicable laws; meetings; secretary. 

(a) Each board shall conduct its business in accordance with Robert’s Rules of 

Procedure, and its actions, decisions, and recommendations shall be advisory only.   

(b) All meetings, records, and files of the boards shall be open and available to the 

public, as required by Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, Chapter 286, Florida Statutes, and any 

other applicable law.  All advisory board members shall be subject to applicable sections 

of Chapter 112, Florida Statutes and the Town of Loxahatchee Groves Code of Ethics for 

Public Officers.   

(c) Each board shall meet on an as-needed basis, as determined by the town council or 

the town manager. 

(d) The town council or the town manager shall determine on a case-by-case basis 

whether a board requires the services of a secretary to perform such tasks as recording the 

meeting, taking minutes, and preparing the agenda.  Otherwise, the board will select one 

of its members to perform such duties. 

Section 2-189 Advisory board resolutions, ordinances. 

Resolutions regarding advisory boards that remain in effect as of the date of the adoption 

of this ordinance shall remain valid but only as to those provisions not in conflict with this 

article.  The town council may adopt resolutions or ordinances from time to time to address 

specific qualifications, duties, or other desired provisions for individual town advisory 

boards as long as such resolutions do not conflict with this article. 

Section 3: Conflicts. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, Resolutions or 

parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are hereby repealed to the 

extent of such conflict. 

Section 4: Severability. If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
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word of this Ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to be unconstitutional, 

inoperative, or void, such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

Section 5: Codification. It is the intention of the Town Council of the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made 

a part of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, and that 

the Sections of this ordinance may be re-numbered, re-lettered, and the word 

"Ordinance" may be changed to "Section", "Article" or such other word or phrase in 

order to accomplish such intention. 

Section 6:  Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ON FIRST READING, THIS ___ DAY OF 

___________  2023. 

 

Council Member                                      offered the foregoing ordinance. Council Member                                    

_________________seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as 

follows:       Aye       Nay     Absent 

ROBERT SHORR, MAYOR    □  □    □ 

LAURA DANOWSKI, VICE MAYOR   □  □     □ 

MARGE HERZOG, COUNCIL MEMBER  □  □    □  

PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCIL MEMBER  □   □    □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCIL MEMBER  □  □    □  

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, ON SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING, 

THIS  ___   DAY OF __________ 2023. 

 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA  

 

ATTEST:                ______________________________ 

      Mayor Robert Shorr   

 

_____________________________  ______________________________           

Lakisha Q. Burch, Town Clerk            Vice Mayor Laura Danowski 

        

      ______________________________                                                     

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Council Member Margaret Herzog 
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                                ______________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney                     Council Member Phyllis Maniglia  

 

                 ______________________________ 

      Council Member Marianne Miles 
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          Agenda Item # 8 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

VIA:   Elizabeth Lenihan, Town Attorney 

DATE: March 28, 2023  

SUBJECT: Discussion of Ordinance No. 2023-02 regarding amendments to the Planning 

and Zoning Board Ordinance 

Background: 

By separate ordinance, the Town Council is considering adopting uniform requirements for its 

Town advisory boards which have, over the years, included, but not been limited to, the Planning 

and Zoning Board, the Scholarship Fund Committee, Charter Review Committee, Unified Land 

Development Code Review Committee, Finance Advisory and Audit Committee, and the 

Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee.  That separate ordinance 

provides uniformity for the advisory boards in composition, quorums, eligibility, appointment, 

terms, removal, vacancies, officers, procedures, and meetings (“Advisory Board Ordinance”).  

The Advisory Board Ordinance provides for an application process for potential board members, 

and the Town Council will review the applications and vote on the members and alternates for 

each board.  Board members will serve two- year staggered terms and will continue to serve until 

successors are appointed. 

If the Town Council adopts the Advisory Board Ordinance, it will also consider Ordinance No. 

2023-01 which provides for the removal of certain provisions from the Planning and Zoning 

Board ordinance that are already addressed in the new Advisory Board Ordinance (Ordinance 

No.2023-01) including the following:  nomination process, quorum requirement, vacancies, 

removal of members, compensation, and the organizational meeting. 

Recommendation: 

Town Council to review and discuss proposed Ordinance No. 2023-02 amending the Planning 

and Zoning Board ordinance and make any changes to prepare the ordinance for first reading. 

194

Item 8.



 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-02 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA AMENDING CHAPTER 34 

“PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT”, ARTICLE II “PLANNING 

AND ZONING BOARD” TO AMEND THE APPOINTMENT 

PROCESS AND TERMS AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; 

PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, 

AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves wishes to 

amend its ordinance governing the Planning and Zoning Board to change the process for 

appointments, terms of members, and for other purposes; and, 

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds it is in the best interest of the Town to adopt 

this Ordinance and that said Ordinance serves a public purpose. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF 

THE TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA: 

 

Section 1: That the foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and 

confirmed as being true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this 

Ordinance. 

Section 2. The Town Council for the Town of Loxahatchee Groves hereby 

adopts Chapter 34 “Planning and Development”, Article II “Planning and Zoning 

Board” as follows: 

  

Sec. 34-25. Governing ordinance; Ccomposition, and qualifications and removalterm 

of office.   

(a) Unless in conflict with a provision of this Section or the Florida Statutes, Article VII 

“Town Advisory Boards” of Chapter 2 of this Code shall apply to the planning and zoning 

board.  The planning and zoning board shall be composed of five members, and two 

alternate members. placed in office in accordance with the following procedure: 

(1) Each member of the town council shall nominate a qualified person for 

appointment to the planning and zoning board by the town council, to serve one-

year terms. 

(2) Two alternate members, designated as Alternate No. 1 and Alternate No. 

2, shall be appointed by the town council each year to serve one-year terms. 
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Alternate members may participate in all matters that come before the board at 

meetings at which they attend. However, alternate members may only vote as 

members of the board, in their designated order, whenever any regular member 

of the board is absent. 

(b) The planning and zoning board shall be composed of five members and two alternate 

members.  Members of the planning and zoning board shall be appointed from the 

residents of the town who shall be knowledgeable concerning the functions of municipal 

government, planning and zoning matters and municipal development, as well as, from 

professions associated with development, including, without limitation, architects, 

planners, attorneys, engineers, and contractors, however, the Ttown Ccouncil may 

appoint one member, including alternates, who is a non-resident landowner. Board 

members shall hold no other town office or position. 

(c) Three members of the planning and zoning board who are in attendance shall 

constitute a quorum for purposes of convening a meeting and transacting the business at 

hand. 

(d) Vacancies on the planning and zoning board shall be filled by appointment by the 

town council for the unexpired term of the membership vacated Nomination for such 

appointment shall be made by the council member who nominated the vacating board 

member; except that if an alternate member should vacate his position, any member of 

the town council may nominate a qualified resident for appointment to such position, 

which must be approved by the town council. 

(e) The town council shall have the authority to remove any member of the planning and 

zoning board from his office for cause whenever, after due notice of hearing at a regular 

or special meeting of the town council, a majority of the council votes for such removal. 

Causes for removal shall include absence from two consecutive board meetings without 

valid excuse as determined by the planning and zoning board. 

(f) Compensation. The members of the planning board shall serve without compensation, 

but shall be reimbursed for any expenses authorized by the town council, which may be 

incurred in the performance of their duties. 

(g) Organizational meeting. The initial organizational meeting of the board shall occur at 

the first meeting of the board following the appointment of board members by the town 
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council. Thereafter, the board meeting in May of each year shall be designated an 

organizational meeting for the purpose of electing a chairman and vice-chair, who shall 

be elected for terms of one year by the board from its membership. 

Section 3: Conflicts. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances, Resolutions or 

parts of Resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same are hereby repealed to the 

extent of such conflict. 

Section 4: Severability. If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or 

word of this Ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to be unconstitutional, 

inoperative, or void, such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 

Section 5: Codification. It is the intention of the Town Council of the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made 

a part of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, and that 

the Sections of this ordinance may be re-numbered, re-lettered, and the word 

"Ordinance" may be changed to "Section", "Article" or such other word or phrase in 

order to accomplish such intention. 

Section 6:  Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, FLORIDA, ON FIRST READING, THIS ___ DAY OF 

___________  2023. 

 

Council Member                                      offered the foregoing ordinance.  Council Member                                    

_________________seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, the vote was as 

follows:       Aye       Nay     Absent 

ROBERT SHORR, MAYOR    □   □    □ 

LAURA DANOWSKI, VICE MAYOR   □   □     □ 

MARGE HERZOG, COUNCIL MEMBER  □   □    □  

PHILLIS MANIGLIA, COUNCIL MEMBER  □   □    □ 

MARIANNE MILES, COUNCIL MEMBER  □   □    □  

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF 

LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, ON SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING, 

THIS  ___   DAY OF __________ 2023. 
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Ordinance No. 2023-02 

 

TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES, 

FLORIDA  

 

ATTEST:                ______________________________ 

      Mayor Robert Shorr   

 

_____________________________  ______________________________           

Lakisha Q. Burch, Town Clerk            Vice Mayor Laura Danowski 

        

      ______________________________                                                     

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: Council Member Margaret Herzog 

    

                                ______________________________ 

Office of the Town Attorney                     Council Member Phyllis Maniglia  

 

                 ______________________________ 

      Council Member Marianne Miles 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

 

Agenda Item # 10 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 4, 2023 

SUBJECT: Discussion of Town Council Rules and Procedures 

Background: 

The ground rules for Town Council behavior and conduct of meetings are governed by the Code 

of Ordinances and the Council’s adopted rules.  Section 2-23 of Article II “Town Council” of 

Chapter 2 “Administration” of the Code sets forth the codified regulations.  The Town Council 

Approved Resolution No. 2019-65 “Town Council Rules of Engagement” and the Town Attorney 

has provided training on the role and conduct of  being a member of Council.  Copies of Section 

2-23, Resolution No. 2019-65, and the training materials are attached for your review and 

discussion.  

In addition to the general review of the guidelines, there has been interest expressed in addressing 

modifications and  adjustments to the rules and procedures to include, but not necessarily be 

limited to the following topics: 

1. Which meetings (including board and committee meetings) get live streamed, or 

otherwise disseminated; 

2. Who and how many councilmembers sign ordinances, resolutions, contracts, checks 

and other official documents of the Town; 

3. The use and. placement of lights; 

4. Cellphone use; 

5. Roll call procedures and acknowledgements; 

6. Appropriate manner of addressing each other during meeting discussions; 

7. The extent and limitation, tone and tenor of Councilmember comments; 

8. One on ones prior to Council Meetings; 

9. Effective use of Agenda Review meetings on Mondays. 

Recommendations:  

Town Council to review and discuss proposed changes. 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES  

CODE OF ORDINANCES 

CHAPTER 2 “ADMINSTRATION” 

ARTICLE II “TOWN COUNCIL” 

 

Sec. 2-23. - Town council meetings generally. 

(a) Ground rules for behavior of members of the town council.  The following shall constitute the 

guidelines for behavior to be adhered to by members of the town council in their respective 

roles as elected public officers of the town: 

(1) Members of the town council shall: 

a. Forgive each other; 

b. Each conduct themselves with dignity; 

c. Agree to disagree with each other; and 

d. Show respect for the points of view of other members of the town council. 

(2) Members of the town council shall not: 

a. Falsely accuse another member of the town council of wrongdoing; 

b. Criticize each other in a rancorous or unprofessional manner; 

c. Make personal attacks on another member of the town council; or 

d. Individually act without the support of the town council. 

(b) Procedures and scope. 

(1) The Charter of the town provides that the town council may determine its own 

rules of procedure. All other municipal meetings shall be conducted in accordance with the 

procedural requirements as established by Roberts Rules of Order, said rules of order being 

incorporated into this section by reference. 

(2) The town council, the town manager, the town clerk, and the public shall be 

governed by the terms, conditions, and provisions of this section as the basis and framework 

for procedures of the town council. 
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(3) Members of the town council and other public officers attending or participating in 

any regular or special meeting of the town council shall abide by the standards of conduct 

and values set forth in the Town of Loxahatchee Groves Code of Ethics for Public Officers. 

(c) Agenda. The town clerk shall prepare the agenda for each town council meeting. Citizens 

requesting to address the town council may be scheduled on the agenda by giving to the 

town clerk's office their name, address, phone number and subject on which they wish to 

address the town council pursuant to subsection (f) of this section. 

(d) Duties and responsibilities of mayor. 

(1) The mayor or presiding officer at any regular or special meeting of the town council 

shall only introduce agenda items by the agenda item number and the brief title as listed on 

the agenda with no further explanation or comment. Thereafter, the mayor or presiding 

officer may call on the town manager, and the town manager or his designee shall furnish a 

brief explanation of the item under consideration. The item shall then be opened for public 

hearing or discussion by the town council as required for the particular item under the time 

limits imposed by this section. 

(2) Any comments or questions by the attending public shall be directed to the mayor 

or presiding officer. Members of the town council shall direct all comments and questions on 

the subject matter being discussed to the mayor or presiding officer only and shall not 

engage in cross conversations with other members of the public or direct any questions to 

other members of the town council or to the public. The mayor or presiding officer shall not 

unreasonably withhold or delay recognition of any member of the town council desiring to 

speak. The mayor or presiding officer shall recognize other members of the town council in 

rotation and not call on any member a second and subsequent time until such time as all 

members of the town council shall have had the opportunity to speak. 

(3) If the mayor or presiding officer desires to participate in a discussion, he shall do so 

only when the speaking member of the town council has relinquished the floor. The mayor or 

presiding officer shall not interrupt a speaking member of the town council for the purpose of 

comment. 

(4) The mayor or presiding officer shall not use his power as chair to dominate debate 

or discussion, nor shall the mayor or presiding officer unreasonably cut short or prolong any 

debate, discussion, or taking of a vote. 

(5) Motions to change the order of business shall require a majority vote of the town 

council. 

(6) A member of the town council may not reintroduce any discussion item that has 

failed due to lack of second for at least six months after the motion failed, unless either an 

emergency exists and the public business requires reconsideration of the item, or a member 
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of the town council who was on the prevailing side of the prior vote, introduces the discussion 

item for reconsideration. 

(7) The mayor or presiding officer, in consultation with the town attorney, shall make 

rulings on parliamentary procedure. At least three votes of members of the town council are 

required to overrule the mayor or presiding officer on rulings of parliamentary procedure. 

(8) The mayor or presiding officer may, during town council proceedings, request that 

the town council move on to the next item on the meeting agenda by voting or otherwise. 

(e) Time of meetings. All regularly scheduled meetings of the town council shall begin no later 

than 7:00 p.m. and shall end on or about 11:00 p.m. By majority vote of those present, the 

town council may extend the length of the council meeting. Agenda items scheduled but not 

considered during a meeting shall be automatically set over by the town clerk to the next 

town council meeting or may be considered at a special meeting called for that purpose in the 

manner provided herein. In setting matters over to the next meeting or a special meeting, the 

town clerk is directed to take into consideration all notice provisions relative to municipal 

ordinances and, specifically, F.S. § 166.041. 

(f) Town council discussion. 

(1) Discussion by a member of the town council shall not be limited, unless a motion to 

limit debate is made and adopted. Each member of the town council shall be afforded the 

opportunity to offer rebuttal to each item discussed. A motion to limit debate shall take 

precedence over all motions, except a motion to adjourn, a point of order, or a motion to 

table. The motion to limit debate shall not be debated and, to be adopted, shall require an 

affirmative vote of at least supermajority of the members of the town council present. 

(2) Each member of the town council and the public who desires to speak shall 

address the mayor or presiding officer, and upon recognition by the mayor or presiding 

officer, shall confine himself to the issues under debate, avoiding all personalities and 

indecorous language. 

(3) Members of the town council shall not interrupt anyone who has the floor, unless it 

is to call the meeting to order, or as otherwise provided in this section. If a member of the 

town council desires to direct questions to another member of the town council or the public, 

the questions shall be directed to the mayor or presiding officer who in turn will recognize the 

individual who wishes to answer the specific question. If a member of the town council 

wishes to direct a question to town staff, the question shall be directed to the town manager, 

through the mayor, who will, in turn, recognize such member of town staff. 

(4) While the town council is in session, members of the town council and the public 

present at the meeting shall not, by conversation or otherwise, delay or interrupt the 

proceedings, nor the peace of the town council. 
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(5) Members of the town council may request that the mayor or presiding officer 

recess the public meeting. 

(g) Citizen requests. 

(1) The town council, on each night that a regularly scheduled meeting is to be held, 

shall convene at 7:00 p.m. Citizens requests shall be entertained on or about 8:45 p.m. Any 

citizen desiring to address the town council during this time interval must submit a written 

request to the town clerk prior to 8:45 p.m., but subject nonetheless to the discretion of the 

mayor or presiding officer. Citizen requests will be held in the priority order in which they are 

received by the town clerk. 

(2) Each request shall succinctly detail the matter to be brought before the town 

council, and shall contain the name, address, and phone number where the citizen can be 

reached if the need arises; and shall be dated and signed by the citizen. 

(3) Subject to the waiver rule contained within this section, public discussion by 

individual citizens shall be limited to three minutes during the citizens request period. The 

town clerk shall be charged with the responsibility of notifying each citizen 30 seconds before 

said time shall elapse and when said time limit has expired. 

(h) Waiver of rules. By majority vote, the town council may invite citizen discussion on any 

agenda item and thereby waive the proscriptions otherwise outlined in the section. In every 

case where a citizen is recognized by the mayor to discuss an agenda item, the citizen shall 

step to the podium, state his name and address for the benefit of the town clerk, and identify 

any group or organization he represents. The citizen shall then succinctly state his position 

regarding the item before the town council. 

(i) Decorum to be maintained. Order shall be maintained at each town council meeting and the 

mayor is hereby empowered to order from the room any citizen who refuses to comply with 

the rules and regulations outlined in this section. 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any individual or member of the town council to disturb or 

disrupt a meeting of the town council or refuse to obey the orders of the mayor or presiding 

officer in the conduct of the meeting. Any individual or member of the town council who 

causes a disturbance of the meeting shall be warned by the mayor or presiding officer or, 

alternatively, by a majority vote of the town council, with dispatch, that the conduct is 

interfering or disturbing the order of the meeting and shall be given the opportunity to cease 

the conduct constituting an interruption or disturbance. If, after sufficient warning, the 

individual or member of the town council fails to cease the offending conduct and continues 

to interrupt or disturb the meeting, the individual or member of the town council shall be 

removed from the meeting by an authorized law enforcement officer or his authorized agent 

in attendance at the meeting if so directed by the mayor or presiding officer. Once removed, 

the individual or member of the town council shall be barred from further audience for the 

remainder of the meeting. 
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(2) In the event the mayor or presiding officer shall fail to act, any member of the town 

council may move to require the mayor or presiding officer to act to enforce the rules of this 

section, and the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the town council present at 

that time shall require the mayor or presiding officer to act. 

(3) If the audience or a part thereof becomes unruly, the mayor is empowered to 

either recess or adjourn the meeting. 

(4) Any individual or member of the town council who, at a town council or board 

meeting, willfully interrupts or disturbs such meeting in violation of F.S. § 871.01, entitled 

"Disturbing Schools and Religious and Other Assemblies," is subject to arrest by those law 

enforcement officers present. No action by the mayor or presiding officer is required for a 

law enforcement officer to enforce F.S. § 871.01. The mayor and town council shall be guided 

by the following definitions/elements of disturbance under the aforementioned statute:  

a. To commit an offense under F.S. § 871.01, a person must have deliberately 

acted to create a disturbance. That is, he must act with the intention that his behavior 

impede the successful functioning of the assembly in which he has intervened, or with 

reckless disregard of the effect of his behavior; 

b. The acts complained of must be such that a reasonable person would expect 

them to be disruptive; and 

c. The acts must, in fact, significantly disturb the assembly. 

(5) In addition to any other remedy provided by law, a violation of this subsection (i) 

may be prosecuted as a municipal ordinance violation through the issuance of a notice to 

appear, served on the violator as set forth in Rule 3.125, Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, as 

amended from time to time. 

(j) Expression of opinion. Nothing herein shall be construed to limit any member of the public 

from expressing their opinions outside of a public meeting or by expressing their opinions in 

written form to the town council. 

(k) Application to town boards. All references in this section to "town council" shall also mean 

the various town boards provided for in this Code or created by the town council. 

(l) Special meetings. Special meetings of the town council shall be called solely for specific and 

stated purposes only. It is the intention of the town council that no items shall be added to a 

special meeting agenda other than those items for which the meeting was called. 

(Ord. No. 2008-04, § 2(2-2), 7-1-2008) 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 
    
 

TOWN COUNCIL RULES OF ORDER AND PROCEDURE 
Adopted _December 03_   

 
 

Rule 1. Public Meetings. 
1.1 All Town Council meetings shall be open to the public except as otherwise 

provided by law. 
 
Rule 2. Regular Meetings. 
2.1 The Town Council shall meet the first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in 

Town Hall. The meeting shall not be continued to the next day except due 
to special circumstances or an emergency. This date may be changed 
from time to time as needed by a majority vote of the Town Council.  In 
order to continue a meeting beyond 10:30 a majority of the Council must 
approve by vote and to continue the meeting for each ½ hour thereafter 
must be approved by a majority of the Council 

 
2.2 The Town Clerk or designee shall prepare the agenda, notices, and 

package materials for the meetings as required by Florida law. 
 
Rule 3. Special Meetings 
3.1 A Special Meeting may be called by the Mayor or a majority of the Town 

Council as necessary.  The Town Clerk or designee shall prepare the 
agenda, notices, and package materials for the meetings as required by 
Florida law.  Such notification shall be given no less than 72 hours before 
commencement of the special meeting and shall state the time, place, and 
subject of the meeting.  In the event a Council Member, preferably in 
writing, requests a special meeting, the Town Manager shall, as soon 
as practicable, confer with the Mayor and then Council members to 
determine if a special meeting should be scheduled. 

 
3.2 The Mayor, Town Manager, or a majority of the Council Members may call 

an Emergency Town Council meeting when a sudden, urgent event or 
situation arises necessitating immediate action and judgment.  The clerk 
or designee shall post the agenda and notify each Town Council Member, 
the Town Manager, and Town Attorney immediately.  Such notification 
shall be given as soon as practicable before commencement of the 
meeting and shall state the time, place, and subject of the meeting. In the 
event a Council Member, preferably in writing, requests an 
emergency meeting, the Town Manager shall, as soon as practicable, 
confer with the Mayor and then Council members to determine if an 
emergency meeting should be scheduled. 

 
Rule 4. Adjourned Meeting 
4.1 A Town Council session may be adjourned or continued from day to day 

or for more than one day, but the adjournment shall not be extended 
beyond the next regular meeting. 
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Rule 5. Presiding Officer 
5.1 The Mayor shall preside at Town Council meetings and shall be 

recognized as head of the Town government for ceremonial purposes and 
by the Governor for martial law purposes. 

 
5.2 The Vice-Mayor shall act as Mayor during the absence or disability of the 

Mayor and if a vacancy in the office of the mayor occurs, shall become 
interim Mayor until a Mayor is selected by a majority vote of the Council at 
the next regular council meeting. 

 
5.3 In the absence of the Mayor and Vice-Mayor the Council member with the 

most seniority shall act as the Presiding Officer.  In the event there is more 
than one Council member with the most seniority the Council members 
shall select the Presiding Officer.  

 
Rule 6. Corporate Seal 
6.1 The duly appointed Town Clerk shall keep in custody the Town’s 

corporate seal and ensure its proper and lawful use on behalf of the Town.  
No person shall use the Town Seal for a purpose other than official Town 
business. 

 
Rule 7. Presentations & Public Comment 
7.1 Town Council meetings are business meetings of the Council and the right 

to limit discussion rests with the Council. 
 
7.2 Except as otherwise set forth in these Rules, people who make a 

presentation to the Town Council must limit the duration of their 
presentation to 15 minutes. Exceptions may be granted by the Presiding 
Officer. 

 
7.3 Public Comments made by a member of the public will be limited to one 

time per subject matter for a total of three minutes.  Exceptions may be 
granted by the Presiding Officer.  Individuals addressing the Council on 
the same topic as an individual who has already spoken should attempt to 
provide new information and not repeat the comments of the previous 
speakers.  Where possible, individual grievances should first be taken up 
with Town Staff before comments are made at a Town Council meeting. 

 
7.4 The Town Council may withhold comments or direct the Town Manager to 

take action on requests or comments. 
 
7.5 Each person addressing the Council shall step up to the podium and state 

his/her name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record.  All 
public comments must be addressed to the Council as a body and not to 
individuals.  Personal verbal attacks upon Council members, staff, and/or 
members of the public will not be tolerated.  Any person making 
impertinent obscene, personally insulting, defamatory, or slanderous 
remarks or who becomes boisterous or disruptive while addressing the 
Council shall be barred by the presiding officer from speaking further, 
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unless permission to continue or again address the Council is granted by 
a majority vote of the Council members present. 

 
Rule 8. Decorum and Order 
8.1 The presiding officer shall preserve decorum and order and decide all 

questions of order subject to the Council’s appeal. 
 
8.2 During all meetings of the Town Council, Council members must preserve 

order and decorum and a Council member shall neither by conversation or 
otherwise, delay or interrupt the proceeding or the peace of the Council 
nor disturb any Council member while speaking or refuse to obey the rules 
of the Council or its Presiding Officer, except as otherwise provided 
herein. 

 
8.3 No member of the public shall, during a Council meeting, make or cause 

to be made any disruptive noise or sound, or display any sign or graphic 
material of any kind in the Council Chambers, except in connection with a 
presentation made to the Council by a speaker at the podium. 

 
8.4 The presiding officer shall have the authority to recess a meeting in order 

to re-establish the decorum of the meeting. 
 
8.5 The Town Council is committed to maintaining civility in public and political 

discourse and expects the public to do the same.  All comments by 
members of the Council, advisory board members, staff, and/or the public 
shall respect the right of all citizens in our community to hold different 
opinions; avoid rhetoric intended to humiliate or question the wisdom of 
those whose opinions are different from ours; strive to understand differing 
perspectives; be truthful, not accusatory and avoid distortion; and avoid 
violence, prejudice and incivility towards citizens, employees, and officials 
of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves. 

 
8.6 If it becomes necessary, the Presiding Officer may recuse the meeting in 

order to restore decorum and may request the Sheriff’s Office assist in 
maintaining order and decorum at the meeting.   

 
Rule 9. Rules of Debate  
9.1 Sequence of Debate:  With the exception of quasi-judicial matters, items 

before the Town Council shall be commenced by presentation of the item 
by a staff member, followed by public comment on the item.  Once the 
presiding officer closes public comment, he or she shall call for a motion 
and a second on the item and then open debate by the Council.  Once 
debate has concluded on the item, the presiding officer shall call for a vote 
on the item.  A roll call vote may be requested by any Council member on 
any item. 

 
9.2 Presiding Officer May Move, Second & Debate:  The Presiding Officer 

may make a motion or second on any item subject only to such limitations 
of debate as are imposed by these rules on all Council members and shall 
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not be deprived of any of the rights and privileges of a Council member by 
reason of the Council member acting as the Presiding Officer. 

 
9.3 Responsibility of Presiding Officer:  The Presiding Officer has the 

responsibility of controlling and expediting debate.  A Council member 
who has been recognized to speak on a question has a right to the 
undivided attention of the Council.  The Presiding Officer responsibility is 
to keep the subject clearly before the Council members, to rule out 
irrelevant discussion, and to restate the question whenever necessary. 

 
9.4 All Members Shall Vote:  No member of the Council who is present at any 

meeting of the Council at which an official decision, ruling or other official 
action is to be taken or adopted may abstain from voting in regard to such 
decision, ruling or act and a vote shall be recorded or counted for each 
such member present, except when, with respect to any such Council 
member, there is a conflict of interest under the provisions of Chapter 112, 
Florida Statutes.  In such cases, such Council members shall comply with 
the disclosure requirements of Section 112.313, Florida Statutes. 

 
9.5 Getting the Floor; Improper References to be Avoided: Every Council 

member desiring to speak shall address the Presiding Officer and upon 
recognition by the Presiding Officer, shall confine comments to the item 
under debate, avoiding all personalities and indecorous language. 

 
9.6 Interruptions:  A Council member, once recognized, shall not be 

interrupted when speaking except to call the Council member to order or 
as herein otherwise provided.  If a Council member while speaking is 
called to order, said Council member shall cease speaking until the 
question of order is determined, and if in order, the Council member shall 
be permitted to proceed. 

 
9.7 Withdrawal of Motions:  Any motion before the Council may be withdrawn 

at any time prior to a vote being taken thereon by the Council member 
making such motion, upon agreement by the Council member seconding 
said motion to withdraw the second. 

 
9.8 Amending of Motions:  At any time during discussion of a motion on the 

floor, a motion to amend said motion may be made.  If the amending 
motion is seconded, the Council shall, at the conclusion of discussion, first 
vote on the amending motion and then vote upon the original motion in its 
amended form.  An amending motion may be withdrawn in the same 
manner as set forth in sub-paragraph 9.7 above. 

 
9.9 Motion to Reconsider:  A motion to reconsider any action taken by the 

Council may be made only during the meeting that such action was taken.  
Such motion must be made by one of the Council members on the 
prevailing side but may be seconded by any Council member.  The motion 
to reconsider may be made at any time and have precedence over all 
other motions.  Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent 
any member of the Council from making or remaking the same or any 

208

Item 9.



Page 5 of 6 
 

other motion at a subsequent meeting of the Council.  If a meeting is 
continued to a second night, that is the next day, then this shall be 
deemed to be part of the initial meeting. 

 
Rule 10. Appointments to the Council and Boards & Committees 
10.1 Vacancies on the Town Council or any Board or Committee of the Town of 

Loxahatchee Groves shall be announced on the Town Council agenda, 
and on the Town website.  All interested persons shall submit a letter of 
interest and resume to the Town Clerk by the deadline stated in the 
announcement.  The Town Clerk shall determine whether or not the 
interested person is a qualified elector of the Town and submit that 
information to the Town Council. 

 
10.2 To fill a vacancy on the Town Council, the Town Council shall vote by 

ballot.  The Town Clerk shall prepare the ballots, listing the qualified 
candidates that submitted a letter of interest and resume by the stated 
deadline.  The Town Council may, by majority vote of the Council, change 
the voting process at any time.   

 
10.3 To fill a vacancy on any Board or Committee of the Town other than the 

Town Council, the Town Council shall vote on the appointment by motion 
and second. 

 
Rule 11. Quorum 
11.1 A majority of the full Council shall constitute a quorum. No ordinance, 
resolution, or motion shall be adopted except by the affirmative vote of at least 
three members of the Town Council.  If no quorum exists within f i f t e e n  (15) 
minutes after the time designated for the meeting of the Council to commence or 
if a quorum is lost, the Mayor or the Vice Mayor or, in their absence, the Council 
Member with the most seniority, shall adjourn the meeting. The names of the 
members present and the time of adjournment shall be recorded in the minutes 
by the Clerk.  
 
 
Rule 12. Absent Member Participation by Telephone Conference 
12.1 A member of the Town Council who is absent, with excuse, may 
participate and vote by telephone conference in a Council meeting where there is 
a physical quorum present at the physical meeting site and where the Council 
determines that extraordinary circumstances exist to justify the Council allowing 
the Member to participate by telephone. However, a Council member shall not be 
allowed to participate by phone in quasi-judicial hearings.   
 
Rule 13. Suspension and Amendment of these Rules 
13.1 Suspension of Rules:  Any provision of these rules not governed by the 

Town Charter or Town Code may be temporarily suspended by a vote of a 
majority of the Town Council. 

 
13.2 Amendment of Rules:  These rules may be amended, or new rules 

adopted, by a majority vote of the Town Council, provided that the 
proposed amendments or new rules are introduced into the record. 
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Rule 14. Preparation/Delivery of Agenda The Town Manager, Town 
Clerk or designee shall prepare the agenda and make every effort to deliver 
a complete agenda kit to the Council Members no later than 5 :00 P.M. on the 
Wednesday prior to the regular meeting. Agenda kits for special and 
emergency meetings will be distributed in as timely a manner as possible. The 
agenda, as well as lengthy reports and standard contracts that are part of 
the agenda’s back-up documentation, shall be available for review in Town 
Administration. 
 
Rule 15. Special Presentations This is the segment of the meeting where 
positive recognition is expressed. Proclamations are typically presented at the 
beginning of the meeting. Should a Council Member desire a proclamation 
that will be delivered elsewhere, it should be brought up under their comments for 
Council authorization. A proclamation should always “proclaim” a day, week, or 
month as something specific. Certificates of Appreciation and Commendation 
should be done when honoring an individual or accomplishment. Whenever 
practical, the use of certificates is encouraged.  
 
Rule 16. Council Member Comments The purpose of Council Member 
Comments is to promote the public discussion of matters relating to Town 
business and to encourage the dissemination of information. Any Council 
Member may submit reports and information on items relating to Town business. 
When possible, the other Council Members, the Town Manager, and the Town 
Attorney should receive such materials in advance. Council Members may also 
request the preparation of proclamations, resolutions, ordinances, reports, and 
other actions of the Council during this portion of the agenda, subject to majority 
consensus. All such requests shall be referred to the Manager or the Attorney, as 
appropriate. Official actions may be taken under comments in the case of an 
emergency or for other situations necessitating immediate action as may be 
determined by a majority of the Council. 
 
Adopted by Resolution 2019-65 on _December 03. 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470  

Agenda Item # 10   

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves  

FROM:  Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager  

DATE:  April 4, 2023   

SUBJECT:  Council Priorities Scheduled for Discussion 

 

Background:  

Below is a proposed schedule for discussions and action as noted for upcoming agenda workshops 

and regular council meetings in April through September: 

 

April 18                           -Solid waste  

-Livestock waste  

-Agritourism  

-Right to farm 

-Lobbyist Update  

May 2  -HR Manual 

-Committees 2nd Readings 

-Council representatives (FLC, TPA, etc.) & Council/Volunteer At-Large 

Volunteers (ITID, BCC, SFWMD, etc.) 

-Volunteer program policy   

-Scholarship fund donation policy  

-Community Partnerships (LGLA/Interfaith) 

-Civic Plus 

-Towing & other piggybacks 

-Publix turn on B Road   

-Big Dog Ranch site plan amendment  

May 16  -Amendments to Article 87 (land clearing)  

-Tree mitigation receiver sites   

-Sign code amendments  

June 4 TRIM rates (jeff has resos in email) 

1st Reading Article 87 

1st Reading Sign Code 

Quarterly reports-code, bldg., PBSO, Fire, IT, Planning, PW, Finance, 

Atty 

June 20  -Unrecorded plats  

-Nonconformities  

-ROW and easement corrections  

-RVs and other similar housing  
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August 1 2nd Reading Article 87 

2nd Reading Sign Code 

1st Reading unauthorized projects/signs (PBSO) 

August 15  -Assessments:  

-Methodology  

   -Village of Royal Palm drainage assessment  

   -Culvert replacement assessment  

-Mobility fees and impact fees – possibilities and limitations   

-Cost sharing policy  

-Capital funding & borrowing  

-BTRs 

September 19  -Fine reduction code amendments  

-Noise code amendments – remove dB measurements  

-Nuisance abatement amendments  

-Citation program for code enforcement  

  

 

 

Recommendation:  

Review, discuss and direct Staff.  
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