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Civility: Being "civil" is not a restraint on the First Amendment right to speak out, but it is more than just being polite. 

Civility is stating your opinions and beliefs, without degrading someone else in the process. Civility requires a person 

to respect other people's opinions and beliefs even if he or she strongly disagrees. It is finding a common ground for 

dialogue with others. It is being patient, graceful, and having a strong character. That is why we say "Character Counts" 

in the Town of Loxahatchee. Civility is practiced at all Town meetings. 

Special Needs: In accordance with the provisions of the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons in need of a 

special accommodation to participate in this proceeding shall within three business days prior to any proceeding, 

contact the Town Clerk’s Office, 155 F Road, Loxahatchee Groves, Florida, (561) 793-2418. 

Quasi-Judicial Hearings: Some of the matters on the agenda may be "quasi-judicial" in nature. Town Council 

Members are required to disclose all ex-parte communications regarding these items and are subject to voir dire (a 

preliminary examination of a witness or a juror by a judge or council) by any affected party regarding those 

communications. All witnesses testifying will be "sworn" prior to their testimony. However, the public is permitted 

to comment, without being sworn. An unsworn comment will be given its appropriate weight by the Town Council. 

Appeal of Decision: If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Town Council with respect to any matter 

considered at this meeting, he or she will need a record of the proceeding, and for that purpose, may need to ensure 

that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes any testimony and evidence upon which the 

appeal will be based. 

Consent Calendar: Those matters included under the Consent Calendar are typically self-explanatory, non-

controversial, and are not expected to require review or discussion. All items will be enacted by a single motion. If 

discussion on an item is desired, any Town Council Member, without a motion, may "pull" or remove the item to be 

considered separately. If any item is quasi-judicial, it may be removed from the Consent Calendar to be heard 

separately, by a Town Council Member, or by any member of the public desiring it to be heard, without a motion.  
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TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

ROLL CALL 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

Public Comments for all meetings may be received by email, or in writing to the Town Clerk’s 

Office until 6:00 PM day of the meeting. Comments will be “received and filed” to be 

acknowledged as part of the official public record of the meeting. Town Council meetings are live-

streamed and close-captioned for the general public via our website, instructions are posted there. 

 

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION 

 

1. Presentation by John Archambo formerly of the Solid Waste Authority. 

 

2. Presentation by Town’s lobbyist Ronald L. Book from Pittman Law Group (7:30 p.m.). 

 

3. Discussion on Regulation of Agricultural Related Uses. 

 

4. Discuss and give staff direction related to committees, standing or ad hoc, to include: 

a. Changes to the Code 

b. Changes to the Rules of Procedure 

c. Establishing any new committees (Housing/RV) 

d. Whether to continue with appointments under current code/resolution provisions or 

wait until the new code provisions are adopted. 

 

5. Update on Road Paving Project. 

 

6. Discussion of Council Priorities. 

 

TOWN STAFF COMMENTS 

Town Manager 

Town Attorney 

Public Works Director 

Town Clerk 

TOWN COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Margaret Herzog (Seat 5) 

Phillis Maniglia (Seat 1) 

Marianne Miles (Seat 3) 
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Robert Shorr (Seat 4) 

Laura Danowski (Seat 2) 

ADJOURNMENT 

Comment Cards 

Anyone from the public wishing to address the Town Council, it is requested that you complete a Comment 

Card before speaking. Please fill it out completely with your full name and address so that your comments 

can be entered correctly in the minutes and given to the Town Clerk. During the agenda item portion of the 

meeting, you may only address the item on the agenda being discussed at the time of your comment. During 

public comments, you may address any item you desire. Please remember that there is a three (3) minute 

time limit on all public comments. Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the Council with 

respect to any matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings and for such purpose, 

may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made which included testimony and evidence 

upon which the appeal is to be based. Persons with disabilities requiring accommodation in order to 

participate should contact the Town Clerk’s Office (561-793-2418), at least 48 hours in advance to request 

such accommodation. 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

          Agenda Item # 1 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 18, 2023 

SUBJECT: Solid Waste Ordinance and Contract Amendments 

Background: 

Currently, residential service includes solid waste cart service, recycling service, and six cubic 

yards of vegetative waste collection. Residential service is based on dwelling units, which is 

calculated by rooftops and is charged at $400 per dwelling unit collected by the Town on the tax 

roll. Commercial service is currently solid waste service through cart or container and recycling 

service, charged at a series of different rates based on the level of collection. Commercial service 

rates are collected by the Contractor through billing. Commercial franchise fees significantly 

offset residential collection rates. 

Staff have been addressing needed updates to the Solid Waste Collection Ordinance and Contract 

to re-visit service provided. One of the major considerations is residential vegetation service. 

Potential Changes in Service 

Mr. John Archambo, formerly of the Solid Waste Authority, will present and facilitate discussion 

of service options including but not limited to the following options: 

 Continue with current contract, including current yard waste language. However, the Town 

may also want to implement and enforce a strengthened yard waste ordinance as 

SWA/County successfully adopted and implemented. This would provide residents a 

stringent timeline to have non-conforming yard waste removed or to pay higher daily fines 

without requiring magistrate meeting. 

 Negotiate with current provider for an increased yard waste amount of 20, 30 or unlimited 

cubic yards of collection service. 

 RFP for yard waste collection only to include residential and/or commercial which would 

include options for the above rate structures. 

 Provide in-house service (very costly) 

 Consider the cost of operating a yard waste location in the Town to deliver debris exceeding 

the SWA credit amount. The Town would save on collection and transport time; however, 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

must look at reduction and final destination cost (This could be a future location for 

hurricane debris) 

 Consideration of a yard waste/manure transfer station. The Town could have a tip fee for the 

manure offsetting yard waste cost. Any movement in this direction will take time to research 

and implement. 

Proposed Ordinance Revisions (1st Reading passed June 15, 2021) 

Staff previously proposed to redefine the service to require either residential or commercial 

service on each property within the Town. Residential service would include, similar to now, 

solid waste service (one cart), recycling service, and six cubic yards of vegetative waste 

collection. Properties receiving residential service could obtain up to two residential service 

subscriptions and two additional carts through special services (total of up to four carts of solid 

waste, twelve cubic yards of vegetative waste, and recycling). Commercial service would be 

service for any property being used for a commercial purpose or desires to obtain service in 

excess of the residential service. Residential service is still proposed to be collected on the tax 

roll, while Commercial service and special services will be billed by the Contractor. 

Preliminary Ordinance changes are attached for discussion. The Contract amendments (or 

structure of RFP) will depend on whether changes are made to the Ordinance. 

Recommendations:  

Discussion and direction. 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

          Agenda Item # 2 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Rana G. Brown via Ronald L. Book, P.A. 

VIA:   Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 18, 2023 

SUBJECT: Lobbyist Update 

Background: 

On behalf of the Pittman Law Group and Ronald L. Book, P.A., below is our funding request update and 

attached is our week four report for the 2023 Session. Budget Conference has not yet begun, we expect 

that to start this week. Below is where we stand at the pre-budget conference.  

 

 

  
Funding Request 

Senate 

preliminary 

recommended 

funding 

House 
preliminary 

recommended 

funding 

Loxahatchee Groves Stormwater Systems 

Rehabilitation 
(LFIR #2157/HSE #1194) 
  
Amount Requested: $750,000   Match: 50%  
Sponsors: Senator Harrell, Representative Roth 

  
$750,000 
  
Budget Line 
1705A 

  
$750,000 
  
Budget Line 

1705A 

  
Also attached are the most recent weekly reports from our lobbying team and from the Florida League of 

Cities outlining the legislative items moving through the session. 

Our lobbying team will join us via zoom at time certain 7:30 pm barring any budget conference session 

delays. 

Recommendations:  

Discussion 
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Session 2023 - Week 4 Report 

 
Enclosed is our 2023 Session week 4 report which includes the latest update important legislative issues. 
As we move through Session and issues arise, we will include those in our weekly reports as well.  Please 
let us know if you have questions on issues included in this report, or on any other issue of concern.  
 
 Legislative Issues:  
 
Housing: SB 102 has passed and was signed into law by the Governor-Chapter No. 2023-17 
School Choice/Universal Voucher: HB 1 has passed and has been signed into law-Chapter No. 2023-16 
Civil Remedies: HB 837 has passed and has been signed into law by the Governor-Chapter No. 2023-15 
------ 
Agricultural Property (SB 1678/HB 1529) 
Agricultural Lands (SB 1184/HB 1343) 
Palm Beach County/Creates Village of Loxahatchee (HB 1113) 
Local Regulation of Nonconforming or Unsafe Structures: (HB 1317)  
Solid Waste Management (HB 975)  
Sovereign Immunity: (SB 604/HB 401)  
Recall of County Officers and Commissioners: (SJR 1066/HJR 131)  
Financial Disclosure for Elected Officials: (SB 774/HB 37)  
Local Ordinances/Business Impact Estimate: (SB 170/HB 1515)  
Homestead Exemptions for Persons Age 65 and Older: (SB 124/HB 161)  
Homestead Assessments: (SB 120/HB 471)  
Vacation Rentals: (SB 714/HB 833)  
Public Nuisance (SB 994/HB 269)  
Careless Driving / The Anthony Reznik Act: (SB 544) has not been heard. 
Municipal Utilities: (HB 1331/SB 1380)  
Land Use and Development Regulations: (HB 439/SB 1604)  
Land and Water Management: (SB 1240/HB 1197) has not been heard. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Agricultural Property: (SB 1678/HB 1529) Filed by Senator Calatayud and Representative Roth, this 
bill authorizes property to be classified as agricultural property at the time of purchase if the following 
conditions are met: 
• The Department of Agriculture certifies that the purchaser owns an agriculture business in this state, 

that such business has been in operation for at least 5 years, and that such business is located on land 
that has received an agricultural classification under this section. 

• The Department of Agriculture certifies that the purchaser has completed all recommended training 
and certification programs, including best management practices. 

• The property is zoned for agricultural use. 
• The purchaser submits a site plan, including a building construction plan. 
• The purchaser completes the application for agricultural classification. 
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The bill further specifies that it be obtained within 5 years and addresses retroactive classification.  
 
Neither SB 1678 nor HB 1529 have been heard. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Agricultural Lands: (SB 1184/HB 1343) Sponsored by Senator Collins and Representative Tuck, this bill 
would accomplish the following: 
• Prohibits a county from levying any special assessment on lands classified as agricultural.  
• Specifies that the construction or installation of housing for migrant farmworkers, who are legally 

eligible for participation in the workforce, is authorized on land zoned for agricultural use and operated 
as a bona fide farm.  

• Prohibits a county or municipality from requiring the removal or relinquishment of an agricultural 
classification for land that is subject to a contract for sale that requires a development permit as a 
condition precedent of sale if the landowner notifies the county or municipality that the reclassification 
is requested as a condition precedent for a pending sale of the land. The agricultural classification for 
the land may not be removed or relinquished until the landowner notifies the county or municipality 
that the contract has closed, and the property has been conveyed to the contract purchaser. 

 
SB 1184 has passed its first of three committees, and HB 1343 has passed its first of three committees.  
____________________________________________________  
 
Palm Beach County/Creates Village of Loxahatchee (HB 1113 -a local bill) Would provide charter, 
require a referendum to create the Village of Loxahatchee, only upon its approval by a majority vote of 
those qualified electors residing within the proposed corporate limits of the proposed Village of 
Loxahatchee as described in section 4, voting in a referendum election to be called by the Palm Beach 
County Commission and to be held on November 7, 2023. 
 
HB 1113 has not yet been heard.  
____________________________________________________  
 
Local Regulation of Nonconforming or Unsafe Structures: (HB 1317) The House bill was up this week 
in its second committee hearing.  A strike everything amendment was previously filed to the bill which had 
an even more detrimental affect on historically designated structures.  In conjunction with City officials 
and staff, Diana Ferguson, Rutledge Ecenia and our firm, Ronald L. Book, P.A. met with the House sponsor 
Representative Roach several times, including this week, to express our opposition. Additionally, we 
offered language that would resolve the City’s issues with this legislation.  Our meetings included the City’s 
legislators, Senator Garcia and Representative Basabe, and with Senator Avila’s staff, wiht Senator Jones 
and Senator Rodriguez.  The Sponsor committed to and did withdraw his amendment in committee, agreed 
to work with all who had come to him with concerns, and redraft his legislation to address these issues. 
 
As stated in committee, the bill sponsor, Representative Roach, explained the intent of his bill is to apply 
to nonconforming buildings, buildings that are deemed unsafe by local government, and buildings that are 
ordered to be demolished by a local government. Those three categories only, giving locals as much control 
as possible. He further stated that the intent is that replacement buildings would still have to follow local 
requirements when building new structures. He voiced his commitment to bring back a more clear iteration 
of the legislation in the next committee hearing.  
 
After the withdrawal of the amendment, the House and Senate bill are still largely identical. The legislation 
would create the “Resiliency and Safe Structures Act,” which provides that: 
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• A “nonconforming structure" means a structure located in a coastal high-hazard area according to 
a Flood Insurance Rate Map issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency which does 
not conform to the requirements for new construction issued by the National Flood Insurance 
Program.  

• A local government may not prohibit, restrict, or prevent the demolition of any nonconforming 
structures, any structure determined to be unsafe by a local building official, or any structure 
ordered to be demolished by a local government for any reason other than public safety, unless the 
structure is a single-family home or individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

• A local government may not impose or enforce any limitation or condition on the approval of a 
replacement structure including a requirement for replication of the demolished structure, a 
imitation on the size or height of the replacement structure, or the maintenance of any of the 
demolished structure's elements.  

• A local government may not in any way limit the demolition of structures and buildings to which 
the act is applicable or limit the development of a replacement structure in a way that would divest 
property owners or developers of land use, zoning, or other land development rights for 
demolishing a structure in accordance with the bill. 

 
HB 1317 has passed two of its three committees.   
 
SB 1346 will be heard next week on 4/4 in the Environment and Natural Resources committee. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Solid Waste Management (HB 975) the House bill was amended in committee and would now provide 
for the following:  
• The bill would prevent municipalities or counties from prohibiting private entities from providing 

recycling or solid waste management services to commercial, industrial, or multifamily residential 
properties, including condominiums, within the municipality or county.  

• A municipality or county can require the private entity to obtain a permit, license, or nonexclusive 
franchise equivalent, but the permit, license or nonexclusive franchise equivalent may not cost more 
than the administrative cost to issue the permit, license, or nonexclusive franchise equivalent.  

• The bill requires a county or municipality to change a uniform franchise fee to all permit, license, or 
nonexclusive franchise equivalent holders. Contracts or franchises in place as of January 1, 2023, will 
be recognized and protected until the contract expires. A municipality or county may recognize a 
renewal option on an existing contract during 2023, but may not recognize an evergreen contract or an 
additional renewal or extension of a contract. 

• For the duration of any existing contract (including any authorized renewal period), a municipality or 
county may charge a franchise fee in excess of administrative costs, as long that franchise fee is uniform 
among all service providers. 

• The provisions of the bill do not apply to a municipality or county that is the sole provider of solid 
waste collection services in its jurisdiction performed by employees of municipality or county using 
municipal or county-owned equipment. 

 
HB 975 has been heard in one of its three committees. SB798 has not been heard. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Sovereign Immunity: (SB 604/HB 401) This bill would substantially raise the sovereign immunity caps 
for damages against state and local government entities and restructure the process by which claims are 
addressed.  This would place an undue burden on large and small local governments alike. As such, the 
status of the bill to date is this: HB 401 passed its first committee in early February and has not moved to 
date, SB 604 has not yet been heard. However, we continue to voice opposition throughout the Session.  

9

Item 2.



4 
 

 
The bill would allow for the following:  
• Amend s. 768.28, F.S., to increase the caps for tort damages against the state, its agencies, and its 

subdivisions from $200,000 to $2,500,000 per person, and from $300,000 to $5,000,000 per incident.  
• Allow a subdivision of the state to settle a claim and pay the settled amount without the need for a claim 

bill.  
• Eliminate any statute of limitations for filing a claim against a state or local government entity for 

sexual battery actions involving a victim who was younger than 16 years old at the time of the incident. 
However, the bill does not resuscitate any such claim which would have been time-barred as of July 1, 
2010. 

• Increase the time limitation for filing a claim from three years to four years after the claim accrues. 
• Reduce from six months to three months the general pre-suit statutory time period for a government 

entity to review and dispose of a claim. 
 
HB 401 passed its first committee, was scheduled in its second committee on 3/15, but was temporarily 
postponed; SB 604 has not yet been heard.  It appears that the cap amounts are still being discussed as 
members attempt to come to an agreement. The bills have continued to remain stalled. We continue to voice 
opposition to this legislation with House and Senate leadership.  
____________________________________________________  
 
Recall of County Officers and Commissioners: (SJR 1066/HJR 131) Senate and House joint resolutions 
sponsored by Senator Collins and Representative Rudman that proposes an amendment to the State 
Constitution to authorize the Legislature to provide by general law for the recall of County officers and 
Commissioners.  
 
SJR 1066 will be heard in its second committee on 4/5. HJR 131 is now ready for the full House. 
 
SB 209 would implement HJR 131/SJR 1066 to authorize the Legislature to provide for the recall of County 
officers and commissioners. SB 209 has passed its 3 committee references. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Financial Disclosure for Elected Officials: (SB 774/HB 37) The bill would require mayors, elected 
members of the governing body of a municipality, and county or municipal managers to begin filing the 
CE Form 6 annual disclosure starting January 1, 2024. Current law requires that these officials file only the 
limited disclosure of financial interests, Form 1.  
 
SB 774 has passed both committees and is ready for the Senate, HB 37 has passed two of three committees 
of reference.  
____________________________________________________  
 
Local Ordinances/Business Impact Estimate: (SB 170/HB 1515) The bill requires counties and cities to 
produce a “business impact estimate” prior to passing an ordinance, with exceptions. The estimate must be 
published on the local government’s website and include certain information, such as the proposed 
ordinance’s purpose, estimated economic impact on businesses, and compliance costs. Additionally, the 
bill imposes conditions on lawsuits brought by any party to challenge the legal validity of local ordinances 
as preempted by state law, arbitrary, or unreasonable. In these cases, the bill would require the following:  
• Require the local government to suspend enforcement of an ordinance of such legal challenge, under 

certain circumstances. 
• Require the court to give those cases in which enforcement of the ordinance is suspended priority over 

other pending cases and render a preliminary or final decision as expeditiously as possible. 
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• Provide that a court may award up to $50,000 in attorney fees to a prevailing plaintiff who successfully 
challenges an ordinance as arbitrary or unreasonable. 

• The bill also provides that properly noticed consideration of a proposed ordinance may be continued to 
a subsequent meeting under certain circumstances without further publication, mailing, or posted 
notice. 
 

SB 170 has passed the full Senate, HB 1515 has passed all committees and is available to be heard by the 
full House. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Homestead Exemptions for Persons Age 65 and Older: (SB 124/HB 161) this bill would increase the 
just value limit of real estate eligible for the homestead tax exemption that may be adopted by counties or 
municipalities for certain persons age 65 and older if SJR 126, HJR 159 or a similar constitutional 
amendment is approved by the voters at the next general election or at an earlier special election specifically 
authorized by law.  It proposes to raise the eligible real estate value for the optional full homestead 
exemption on long-term, low-income seniors from $250,000 to $300,000. All of these bills have moved 
through their first committees but were not heard this week.  
____________________________________________________  
 
Homestead Assessments: (SB 120/HB 471) This proposes a reduction to the Save Our Homes cap of 3%, 
established in 1994.  This would lower the state’s cap on annual increases to the assessed value of properties 
receiving homestead exemptions from 3% to 2%. This would need to pass in conjunction with the proposed 
companion joint resolution, SJR 122 and HJR 469, the constitutional amendment language which would be 
on the ballot in the next general election or at an earlier special election specifically authorized by law.  
 
Both SB 120 and HB 471 have passed their first committees but were not heard this week.  
____________________________________________________  
 
Vacation Rentals: (SB 714/HB 833) This version of the vacation rental legislation caps a local government 
registration fee of up to $50 for an individual and $100 for a collective vacation rental registration.  Allows 
for fines for non-registration, parking and garbage requirements for all areas, not only the VR. Requires 
local governments to accept or deny a registration application in 15 days, and allows for “grandfathered” 
local laws adopted on or before June 1, 2011.  
 
SB 714 has passed its first committee but was not heard this week. HB 833 passed its first committee. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Public Nuisance (SB 994/HB 269) Among many threatening actions, this bill would prohibit the 
distribution of materials that involves religious or ethnic intimidation, threat, or intent to harm, to desecrate 
or destroy any religious cemetery, gravesite, or grave marker, including any Holocaust memorial of any 
type, school or community center, public or private property, and various other heinous acts detailed in the 
legislation. The bill was amended to reflect the following:  
 
• Revises elements of new offenses relating to littering, harassment, and criminal mischief, including 

damaging any cemetery, grave, or memorial or any school or community center, unlawfully projecting 
images on buildings. It also revises the current offense relating to disturbing a school or place of 
worship to increase the penalty from a second degree misdemeanor to a first degree misdemeanor. 
Some offenses require evidence of religious or ethnic animus. 
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• Creates s. 810.098, F.S., which provides it is a first degree misdemeanor for a person to trespass on the 
campus of a state university or Florida College System institution for the purpose of threatening or 
intimidating another person, and the person is warned to depart and refuses to do so. 

• Specifies what constitutes prima facie evidence for purpose of hate crimes penalty reclassification. 
• Requires hate-crime reporting. 
• Changes effective date from October 1, 2023 to upon becoming a law. 
 
SB 994 passed its first committee as amended. HB 269 has passed its three committees and would next be 
heard by the House. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Careless Driving / The Anthony Reznik Act: (SB 544) This bill would revise the definition of aggressive 
careless driving and would provide penalties for a number of violations outlined in the bill. However, there 
is no House companion bill filed and has not been heard in committee to date. 
____________________________________________________  
 
Municipal Utilities: (HB 1331/SB 1380) The bill places limits on the portion of municipal utility revenues 
that may be used to fund or finance a municipality’s non-utility related general government functions. In 
doing so, the bill limits the rate of transfer for municipal electric, natural gas, and water or wastewater 
utilities. Under the bill, the greater the proportion of customers outside of the city boundaries that a 
municipal utility serves, the lower the cap is on transfers.  
 
However, if a municipal utility is governed by a utility authority board that, through the election of voting 
members from outside the municipal boundaries, provides for representation of retail customers located 
outside the municipal boundaries approximately proportionate to the percentage of such customers, then 
transfers of revenue are not subject to a reduced cap. 
The bill removes a provision allowing water or sewer utilities to add, for consumers outside of its 
boundaries, a surcharge of up to 25 percent of the rates, fees, and charges imposed on consumers within its 
boundaries. 
 
The bill changes the limit on the rates, fees, and charges such utility can impose on customers outside of 
municipal boundaries to no more than 25 percent above the total amount the municipal water or sewer 
utility charges customers within the municipal boundaries, provided rates for outside customers are set in a 
public hearing using the same methods as rates for other customers.  
 
The bill limits the rates, fees, and charges that a municipal water or sewer utility that provides service to  
consumers within the boundaries of a separate municipality, using a water treatment plant or sewer 
treatment plant located within the boundaries of that separate municipality, by requiring that such charges 
are no more that the rates, fees, and charges imposed on consumers inside its own municipal boundaries. 
 
HB 1331 has passed its first committee. SB 1380 will be heard on 4/4.  
____________________________________________________  
 
Land Use and Development Regulations: (HB 439/SB 1604) The bill revises the Florida Land Use and 
Environmental Dispute Resolution Act (FLUEDRA) process to allow a negotiated settlement between a 
property owner and a local government to include the same types of relief that could be ordered by the 
special magistrate and provides that a special magistrate’s recommendation or a negotiated settlement 
between the property owner and the local government may contain relief that would otherwise be 
inconsistent with the local government’s comprehensive plan if the local government finds the relief is 
protects the public interest served by the comprehensive plan provisions with which it is inconsistent.  
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The bill makes a number of changes to statutes relating to comprehensive planning, including:  
• Revising definitions and data sources that are used in consideration of the comprehensive plan and plan 
amendments  
• Increasing the length of required planning period to 10 years and 20 years  
• Removing a list of indicators, a local government must consider relating to urban sprawl, instead requiring 
local governments to discourage urban sprawl by more effectively planning for future growth  
• Revising the comprehensive plan evaluation and appraisal process to ensure timely updates  
• Requiring land development regulations adopted by a local government to establish minimum lot sizes 
consistent with the maximum density authorized by the comprehensive plan and to provide standards for 
infill residential development and 
• Prohibits a local government from requiring building design elements for certain residential structures in 
planned unit developments, master planned communities, or communities with a design review board or 
architectural review board created on or after January 1, 2020. 
 
HB 439 has passed one of three committees and SB 1604 will be heard in its first committee on 4/5. 
_________________________________________  
 
Land and Water Management: (SB 1240/HB 1197) This bill creates s. 373.027 F.S. Water management 
preemption- to preempt the following to the State by stating the following:  
 
(1) A county or municipality may not adopt laws, regulations, rules, or policies relating to any of the 
following: (a) Water quality. (b) Water quantity. (c) Pollution control. (d) Pollutant discharge prevention 
or removal. (e) Wetlands, including any delineation.  
(2) The regulation of water quality, water quantity, pollution control, pollutant discharge prevention and 
removal, and wetlands, including any delineation, is exclusively preempted to the state.  
(3) This section does not: (a) Apply to an interagency or interlocal agreement between the department and 
any agency, water management district, or local government conducting programs relating to or materially 
affecting the water resources of the state. (b) Affect the authority of a county or municipality to regulate 
and operate its own water system, wastewater system, or stormwater system.  
(4) If the department determines that a county or municipality is in violation of this section, the department 
shall notify the Chief Financial Officer of the violation and the Chief Financial Officer shall withhold any 
state funds to which the county or municipality may be entitled.  
 
Neither bill has been heard to date.  
 

 2023 Regular Legislative Session Dates: March 7 through May 5 
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TOWN OF LOXAHATCHEE GROVES 

155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

 
AGENDA MEMO 

 

TO: Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM: Office of the Town Attorney  

VIA: Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager  

DATE: April 18, 2023 

SUBJECT: Discussion on Regulation of Agricultural Related Uses 
  

Background: 

 

As Town Council is considering amendments to its Comprehensive Plan regarding future land use 

categories, it is important to understand regulation of agricultural uses and uses that may be related 

to agriculture. This presentation is intended to provide a general overview of agricultural 

regulation and other related activities the Town can regulate.  

 

Agricultural uses include but are not limited to: horticulture; floriculture; viticulture; forestry; 

dairy; livestock; poultry; bee; pisciculture, when the land is used principally for the production of 

tropical fish; aquaculture; sod farming; and all forms of farm products and farm production. 

§193.461(5), Fla.Stat. Notably, boarding and training of horses constitutes a “bona fide agricultural 

purpose” within the meaning of section 193.461, Florida Statutes. Markam v. Pompano Park 

Racing, 843 So.2d 922 (Fla. 4th DCA 2003). 

 

Uses that are not typical agriculture, but may be related to agriculture, include uses classified as 

“agritourism” and uses that revolve around livestock wastes.   

 

In Florida, agriculture is generally regulated or overseen by the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (FDEP) and the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services (FDACS). The state has made a concerted legislative effort to give exclusive agriculture 

oversight to FDEP, SFWMD and FDACS. This exclusive oversight is called “preemption”.  

 

Preemption is where the overarching government entity has enacted legislation on a subject matter.  

Where that occurs, that legislation shall be controlling over the smaller or more localized 

government legislation and the localized government is precluded from enacting and sometimes 
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enforcing its own laws on the same subject.   

 

Right to Farm: 

 

The Right to Farm Act is the law that is usually thought of as being a shield to agricultural 

regulation. The Act is found in §823.14, Fla. Stat.  Regarding local government regulation, the Act 

provides the following limitation: 

 

It is the intent of the Legislature to eliminate duplication of regulatory 

authority over farm operations as expressed in this subsection. Except as 

otherwise provided for in this section and s. 487.051(2), and notwithstanding 

any other provision of law, a local government may not adopt any ordinance, 

regulation, rule, or policy to prohibit, restrict, regulate, or otherwise limit an 

activity of a bona fide farm operation on land classified as agricultural land 

pursuant to s. 193.461, where such activity is regulated through implemented 

best management practices or interim measures developed by the Department 

of Environmental Protection, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services, or water management districts and adopted under chapter 120 as 

part of a statewide or regional program. When an activity of a farm operation 

takes place within a wellfield protection area as defined in any wellfield 

protection ordinance adopted by a local government, and the adopted best 

management practice or interim measure does not specifically address 

wellfield protection, a local government may regulate that activity pursuant 

to such ordinance.  

 

§823.14(6), Fla. Stat. 

 

In order for the Right to Farm Act to apply, the use must be a “bona fide farm.” The County 

Property Appraiser’s Office is tasked with determining whether the operations on a property 

qualify as “bona fide” and assigns an agricultural classification to the property accordingly. The 

Town relies on the agricultural classifications assigned by the Palm Beach County Property 

Appraiser for properties within the Town. The Right to Farm Act does not exempt property owners 

from complying with floodplain management requirements and building permit requirements for 

residential structures and conversion of structures for residential uses. The Town does regulate 

such activities on agriculturally classified lands. 

 

Agritourism: 

 

Except as otherwise provided for in this section, and notwithstanding any 

other law, a local government may not adopt or enforce a local ordinance, 

regulation, rule, or policy that prohibits, restricts, regulates, or otherwise 

limits an agritourism activity on land classified as agricultural land under s. 

193.461. This subsection does not limit the powers and duties of a local 

government to address substantial offsite impacts of agritourism activities or 

an emergency as provided in chapter 252. 
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§570.85, Fla. Stat. 

Agritourism activity” means any agricultural related activity consistent with 

a bona fide farm, livestock operation, or ranch or in a working forest which 

allows members of the general public, for recreational, entertainment, or 

educational purposes, to view or enjoy activities, including farming, 

ranching, historical, cultural, civic, ceremonial, training and exhibition, or 

harvest-your-own activities and attractions. An agritourism activity does not 

include the construction of new or additional structures or facilities intended 

primarily to house, shelter, transport, or otherwise accommodate members of 

the general public. An activity is an agritourism activity regardless of whether 

the participant paid to participate in the activity. 

§570.86(1), Fla. Stat. (emphasis added). 

As the legislation regarding agritourism is relatively new, the Town does not currently have any 

adopted regulations relating to agritourism. Town Council recently gave staff direction to add 

language into the Town’s Comprehensive Plan in support of agritourism. The Town may also 

consider adding language into its Unified Land Development Code defining agritourism and 

setting forth certain regulations consistent with Chapter 570, Fla. Stat. 

Livestock Waste: 

Rule 62-709.201, Florida Administrative Code, provides the following definitions: 

(2) “Animal byproducts” means source-separated organic solid waste that is 

animal in origin, such as meat, fat, dairy, or eggs, and is generated by 

commercial, institutional, agricultural, or industrial operations. This term 

includes waste generated by prison facilities, grocery stores, manufacturing 

or packaging plants, butcher shops, restaurants and abattoirs. This term also 

includes packaging that has come into contact with animal byproducts. These 

wastes will be viewed as putrescible waste in this chapter.  

(13) “Manure” means a solid waste composed of excreta of animals, and 

residual materials that have been used for bedding, sanitary or feeding 

purposes for such animals. For purposes of this chapter, manure does not 

include such material generated and managed by normal farming operations, 

but does include “paunch manure,” which is the undigested stomach content 

of cattle. 

Town Ordinance 2017-03 requires livestock waste haulers obtain permits prior to engaging in any 

hauling of Livestock Waste. Ordinance 2017-03 defines livestock waste as 

Wastes composed of excreta of animals and residual materials that have been 

used for bedding, sanitary, or feeding purposes for such animals. For 

purposes of this ordinance, livestock waste that has been property composted 

shall not be considered livestock waste.  
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Town Ordinance 2012-03 prohibits a property owner from allowing depositing of manure and 

horse bedding onto real property within the Town except when the manure or horse bedding is 

used for bona fide agricultural purposes (as defined in §193.461, Fla. Stat.).  

§163.211, Fla. Stat., enacted in 2021, preempts the licensing of occupations to the State and 

includes that any current regulations expire as of July 1, 2023. Licensing, as defined in this section, 

includes a registration or license that is required for the person to perform the occupation in 

addition to any associated fee. This language effectively voids the Town’s regulations requiring 

livestock waste haulers register with the Town. The Village of Wellington adopted BMPs related 

to livestock waste last year. The Town may consider adopting land development code provisions 

related to the production, storage, use, and other activities, including BMPs, of livestock waste on 

properties within the Town. 

Summary: 

These regulations indicate that: 

Residential housing can be regulated even if the housing is for a legitimate agritourism event. 

Offsite impacts, such as parking, vehicle stacking, noise, odor and light emissions, occurring as a 

result of an agritourism event can be regulated.  

 Livestock waste intended for disposal can be regulated by the Town if the waste is unmanipulated 

manure.  

The 2023 Legislative session has not concluded. Additional Legislative preemptions prohibiting 

municipal regulations may still be passed.  

Recommendations: 

Discuss possible regulation of agricultural related uses and provide staff direction. 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

          Agenda Item # 4 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM:  Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 18, 2023 

SUBJECT: Discuss and give staff direction related to committees, standing or ad hoc 

Background: 

At the April 4, 2023, Town Council discussed the draft Ordinance No. 2023-01 regarding 

composition and appointments of Town Advisory Boards. Attached you will find the previous 

draft for composition and appointment. 

Recommendations:  

Town Council discuss and give direction to staff. 
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Loxahatchee Groves Committee(s) Structure & Details 
(Ver. Notes 04-07-2022) 

1 | P a g e  
 

(6) Charter Review Committee (CRC)  

(source: LG Charter) 

(a) At its first regular meeting in March 2012, and every 10th year thereafter, the town 
council may appoint a charter review committee consisting of 15 individuals who are not 
members of the town council to serve in an advisory capacity to the town council. 

(b) Each council member shall recommend and nominate three individuals to serve on the 
committee as regular members, which appointments shall be approved by a majority vote of the 
town council. Individuals appointed to the charter review committee shall be citizens of the town. 

(c) The charter review committee shall appoint its own chair and vice chair and adopt its 
own rules and procedures. 

(d) The town clerk and the town attorney shall advise the town council in advance of the 
date when such appointments may be made. 

(e) If appointed, the charter review committee shall commence its proceedings within 30 
days after the committee is appointed by the town council. The committee shall review the 
charter and provide input to the town council to modernize and improve the charter. The public 
shall be given an opportunity to speak and participate at charter review committee meetings in 
accordance with the rules of the charter review committee. 

(f) All recommendations by the charter review committee shall be forwarded to the town 
council in ordinance form for consideration no later than the 1st day of March of the year 
following the appointment of the charter review committee, and in sufficient time for any 
recommendations to be considered by the town council as provided herein. 

(g) The town council shall consider the recommendations of the charter review committee at 
the regular meeting in November and the regular meeting in December of the year following 
appointment of the charter review committee. 

 

Roadway Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee (RETAG or RETGAC) 

(source: LG Code/ULDC; Resolutions 2015-04; 2016-28; 2020-07) 

(12) Review and report by the Roadway Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory 
Committee (RETAG). Prior to review of a PUD by the Town Council, the RETAG shall review 
the PUD application regarding the need for and location of greenways, including equestrian 
trails, within the proposed PUD and provide a report to the Town Council through the adoption 
of a motion reflected in the minutes of the meeting. The applicant shall provide a written 
response to any issues discussed. 

(C 2 f) Documentation of review by the Roadway Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory 
Committee (RETAG) regarding the need for and location of greenways, including equestrian 
trails, within the PUD, including a written response to RETAG comments and recommendations. 

(Resolution 2019-41) 

Section 2. Section 2 of Resolution 2015-04 is amended as follows (underlines are additions 
and strikethroughs are deletions): 
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I. Creation of the "Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee." There 
is created the Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee to act as an 
advisory board to the Town Council, as follows: 

(A) Qualifications. Each member of the Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory 
Committee shall be a resident of the Town. 

(B) Duties. The Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee's duties are 
to review only those matters directed to it by the Town Council through the Town Manager, or 
by the Town Manager, which matters may include, but are not limited to: 

1. Reviewing and analyzing projects relating to roadways, multi-purpose   and equestrian trails, 
greenways, parks, and related water issues, road crossings, signage, and related issues as  
may  be assigned to it by the Town Council from time to time; 

2. Making recommendations to the Town Council on the enhancement, improvement and 
development of roadways, multi-purpose and equestrian trails, greenways, parks and related 
water issues within the Town; and, 

3. Any other matter relating to roadways, multi-purpose and equestrian trails, greenways, parks 
and related water issues the Town Council may determine should be reviewed by the 
Committee. 

(C) The Committee shall be comprised of five (5) voting members, to be appointed by 
individual Town Council Members. 

(D) The Town Council shall appoint one member of the Town Council to serve as a non-
voting liaison to the Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee. The Town 
Council liaison shall serve as a conduit to provide information between the Town Council and 
the Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee. 

(E) The voting members shall serve at the pleasure of the Town Council. The terms of the 
voting members shall run concurrently with the term of the Council Member who nominated the 
voting member to the Committee. 

(F) An attendance requirement shall be imposed on all members of the Roadway, 
Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee. Unless excuse of absence is granted by 
the Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee, a member of the Roadway, 
Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee shall be removed by the Town Council if 
he/she has missed three (3) consecutive meetings of the Committee within a twelve (12) month 
period. 

Committee members, and/or companies or employers in which the members have a direct 
financial interest, shall not do business with the Town, in accordance with Florida Statutes 
112.313, and pertinent opinions of the Florida Commission on Ethics. If any member of the 
Committee finds that his/her personal interests are involved in any matter coming before the 
Town Council, he/she shall disqualify himself/herself from all participation in the matter. 

(G) If a regular member of the Roadway, Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory 
Committee resigns or is removed from his or her ·position, the nominating1 Council Member 
shall appoint the replacement. 

II. Advisory Only. The actions, decisions, and recommendations of the Roadway, 
Equestrian Trails and Greenway Advisory Committee shall be advisory only. 
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Finance and Audit Advisory Committee (FAAC) 

(source: Ordinances/Resolutions 2020-01; 2020-09; 2009-008; 2018-17) 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, Florida to 
further amend Resolution No. 2018-17 to allow for modification of the composition of the 
Committee, term of appointment and determination of absences, to be in the best interests of 
the residents of the Town. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Loxahatchee Groves, 
Florida, as follows: 

Section 1. That the foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are confirmed and ratified as being true 
and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Resolution. 

Section 2. The Town Council hereby modifies the Town’s Finance Advisory and Audit 
Committee Resolution as follows: 

I. Creation of Finance Advisory and Audit Committee. There is created a Finance Advisory 
and Audit Committee to act as an advisory board to the Town Council, as follows: 

(A) Qualifications. Each member of the Finance Advisory and Audit Committee shall be a 
resident of the Town, except the Town Council may appoint one member, including alternates, 
who is a non-resident landowner. Whenever possible, emphasis should be upon persons who 
have experience in the financial services industry. 

(B) Duties. The duties of the Finance Advisory and Audit Committee are as follows: 

(1) To conduct a review and analyses of projects assigned by the Town Council, or Town 
Manager, and make recommendations to the Town Council; 

(2) To review financial activities of the Town; and 

(3) To act as the Audit Committee in order to provide for auditor selection functions 
consistent with Section 218.391, Florida Statutes, upon motion of the Town Council. 

(C) The Committee shall be comprised of five (5) voting members and two (2) alternates, to 
be appointed by individual Town Council Members. 

(D) The Town Council may appoint one member of the Town Council to serve as a non-
voting liaison to the Finance Advisory and Audit Committee. 

(E) The voting members and alternates shall serve at the pleasure of the Town Council for a 
term of one (1) year, expiring on the first Tuesday of May of the following year. 

(F) An attendance requirement shall be imposed on all members of the Finance Advisory 
and Audit Committee.  Unless excuse of absence is granted by the Finance Advisory and Audit 
Committee a member of the Finance Advisory and Audit Committee may be removed by the 
Town Council if he/she has missed two (2) consecutive meetings of the Committee where both 
absences have been unexcused as determined by the Committee. 

(G) Committee members, and/or companies or employers, in which the members have a 
direct financial interest, shall not do business with the Town, in accordance with Florida Statutes 
112.313, and pertinent opinions of the Florida Commission on Ethics. If any member of the 
Committee finds that his/her personal interests are involved in any matter coming before the 
Town Council, he/she shall disqualify himself/herself from all participation in the matter. 
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(H) If a regular member or alternate of the Finance Advisory and Audit Committee resigns or 
is removed from his or her position, the appointing Council Member shall appoint the 
replacement for approval by Town Council. 

(I) Modification or changes to the Finance Advisory and Audit Committee duties and 
responsibilities must be approved by a super majority of the Town Council.  

II. Advisory Only.   

 The actions, decisions, and recommendations of the Finance Advisory and Audit 
Committee shall be advisory only. 

 

Unified Land Development Code Committee (ULDCC) 

(source: Ordinances/Resolution 2016-28; 2020-07) 

Section 2.  The Town Council hereby modifies the Town’s “Unified Land Development Code 
Review Committee” Resolution as follows:  

I.  Establishment of the “Unified Land Development Code Review Committee.”  There is 
established the Unified Land Development Code Review Committee to act as an advisory board 
to the Town Council, as follows:  

(A) Membership.  The Committee shall be comprised of five (5) voting members and two (2) 
alternates, to be appointed by individual Town Council Members through adoption of a 
resolution. The members shall serve a term of one year, expiring on the first Tuesday of May of 
the following year. 

(B) Qualifications. Each member of the Unified Land Development Code Review Committee 
shall be a resident of the Town, except the Town Council may appoint one member, including 
alternates, who is a non-resident landowner.  

(C) Duty. The Unified Land Development Code Review Committee’s duty is to review and 
provide recommendations on sections of the Town’s currently adopted Unified Land 
Development Code, and pertinent sections of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, as directed by 
the Town Council, or the Town Manager.   

(D) An attendance requirement shall be imposed on all members of the Unified Land 
Development Code Review Committee. A member of the Unified Land Development Code 
Review Committee may be removed by the Town Council if he/she has missed two (2) 
consecutive meetings of the Committee, where both absences have been unexcused as 
determined by the Committee. 

(E) Committee members, and/or companies or employers in which the members have a 
direct financial interest, shall not do business with the Town, in accordance with Florida Statutes 
112.313, and pertinent opinions of the Florida Commission on Ethics. If any member of the 
Committee finds that his/her personal interests are involved in any matter coming before the 
Town Council, he/she shall disqualify himself/herself from all participation in the matter.  

(F) If a regular member of the Unified Land Development Code Review Committee resigns 
or is removed from his or her position, the nominating Council Member shall appoint the 
replacement.  

II.  Advisory Only. The actions, decisions, and recommendations of the Unified Land 
Development Code Review Committee shall be advisory only. 
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Planning and Zoning Board (PZB) also acting as Land Planning Agency (LPA) 

(source: Town Code; Resolution 2020-10) 

ARTICLE II. - PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 

Sec. 34-25. - Composition and term of office. 

(a) The planning and zoning board shall be composed of five members, and two alternate 
members placed in office in accordance with the following procedure: 

(1) Each member of the town council shall nominate a qualified citizen for appointment to 
the planning and zoning board by the town council, to serve one-year terms. 

(2) Two alternative members, designated as Alternate No. 1 and Alternate No. 2, shall be 
appointed by the town council each year to serve one-year terms. Alternate members may 
participate in all matters that come before the board at meetings at which they attend. However, 
alternate members may only vote as members of the board, in their designated order, whenever 
any regular member of the board is absent. 

(b) Members of the planning and zoning board shall be appointed from the residents of the 
town who shall be knowledgeable concerning the functions of municipal government, planning 
and zoning matters and municipal development, as well as, from professions associated with 
development, including, without limitation, architects, planners, attorneys, engineers, and 
contractors. Board members shall hold no other town office or position. 

(c) Three members of the planning and zoning board who are in attendance shall constitute 
a quorum for purposes of convening a meeting and transacting the business at hand. 

(d) Vacancies on the planning and zoning board shall be filled by appointment by the town 
council for the unexpired term of the membership vacated. Nomination for such appointment 
shall be made by the council member who nominated the vacating board member; except that if 
an alternate member should vacate his position, any member of the town council may nominate 
a qualified citizen for appointment to such position, which must be approved by the town 
council. 

(e) The town council shall have the authority to remove any member of the planning and 
zoning board from his office for cause whenever, after due notice of hearing at a regular or 
special meeting of the town council, a majority of the council votes for such removal. Causes for 
removal shall include absence from five consecutive board meetings without valid excuse as 
determined by the town council. 

(f) Compensation. The members of the planning board shall serve without compensation, 
but shall be reimbursed for any expenses authorized by the town council, which may be 
incurred in the performance of their duties. 

(g) Organizational meeting. The initial organizational meeting of the board shall occur at the 
first meeting of the board following the appointment of board members by the town council. 
Thereafter, the board meeting in April of each year shall be designated an organizational 
meeting for the purpose of electing a chairman and vice-chair, who shall be elected for terms of 
one year by the board from its membership. 

(Ord. No. 2011-011, § 2, 7-19-2011; Ord. No. 2012-02, § 2, 2-7-2012; Ord. No. 2015-02, § 2, 5-
5-2015) 

Sec. 34-26. - Business meetings and procedures. 
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(a) The conduct of planning and zoning board business and holding of hearings shall be 
governed by Robert's Rules of Order and such other rules of procedure as the town council may 
determine to be necessary. 

(b) The board shall meet once each month for the transaction of its business, provided that 
a meeting may be cancelled by the town manager when no business is pending. Special 
meetings may be called by the town manager when, in the opinion of the town manager, there 
are conditions of such urgency as to justify special meeting, provided that at least 48 hours' 
notice shall be given each member prior to the time set for such special meeting and that any 
statutory or town code notice timeframes are met. The board may schedule additional meetings 
as it deems necessary to conduct its business, training and other related matters. 

(c) There shall be an official agenda for each regular meeting of the planning and zoning 
board which shall determine the matters of business to be considered at each meeting and the 
order in which such items shall be presented. Preparation of the agenda shall be the 
responsibility of the town manager. 

(d) Decisions of the board shall be determined by motions duly made and seconded and 
carried by a majority vote of the members present. Minutes shall be kept of all meetings and 
proceedings and shall include and state the vote of each member on each question. The motion 
shall state the reason upon which it is made, such reason being based upon the prescribed 
guides and standards of good planning and zoning principles. Copies of the agenda, together 
with copies of documents and papers relative thereto, shall be made available for review by 
board members in the town hall as far in advance of the meeting as time for preparation will 
permit. 

(Ord. No. 2011-011, § 2, 7-19-2011) 

Sec. 34-27. - Administrative assistance. 

(a) The town manager shall provide such staff and clerical assistance as the planning and 
zoning board may require for the reasonable performance of its duties, including a recording 
secretary. The town's planner shall advise and assist the board in all of its presentations, 
hearings, and deliberations on matters pertinent and relative thereto. 

(b) The board, through its chairman, may call upon any department, agency, or officer of the 
town for information or advice in the promotion of its work. 

(c) The town attorney shall provide legal representation to the board at the request of the 
town manager. 

(Ord. No. 2011-011, § 2, 7-19-2011) 

Sec. 34-28. - Powers and duties. 

(a) The planning and zoning board shall hear and make recommendations to the town 
council as to findings of fact on applications for: 

(1) Rezoning applicants. 

(2) Zoning ordinance amendments. 

(3) Site plans. 

(4) Conditional uses. 

(5) Special exceptions permitted within each zoning district. 

(6) Variances. 
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(7) Administrative appeals. 

(8) Special permits and nonconforming uses. 

(9) Any other planning or zoning related matter referred to it by the town council. 

(b) After hearing any of the above applications, the board may recommend appropriate 
conditions, restrictions, limitations and safeguards it deems necessary, consistent with 
applicable law. 

(c) The board shall perform such other duties and special assignments as may be directed 
by the town council. 

(Ord. No. 2011-011, § 2, 7-19-2011) 

Sec. 34-29. - Planning and zoning board advisory only. 

The actions, decisions and recommendations of the planning and zoning board shall not be final 
or binding on the town council but shall be advisory only. 

(Ord. No. 2011-011, § 2, 7-19-2011) 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470 

          Agenda Item # 5 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves 

FROM:  Larry Peters, Public Works Director 

VIA:  Francine L. Ramaglia, Town Manager 

DATE: April 18, 2023 

SUBJECT: Update on Paving Project 

Background: 

At the April 18, 2023, Town Council Special Meeting, Town Council asked staff that at the next 

meeting of the Town Council could Town Council be given an update on the paving project. 

Recommendations:  

Town Council and Town Staff discuss. 
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155 F Road Loxahatchee Groves, FL 33470  

Agenda Item # 6 

TO:  Town Council of Town of Loxahatchee Groves  

FROM:  Francine Ramaglia, Town Manager  

DATE:  April 18, 2023   

SUBJECT:  Council Priorities Scheduled for Discussion 

 

Background:  

Below is a proposed schedule for discussions and action as noted for upcoming agenda workshops 

and regular council meetings in April through September: 

 

April 18                           -Solid waste  

-Livestock waste  

-Agritourism  

-Right to farm 

-Lobbyist Update  

May 2  -District 6 Commissioner Presentation & Discussion 

-HR Manual 

-Travel Policy 

-PTO Changes 

-Committees re-appointments 

-Council representatives (FLC, TPA, etc.) & Council/Volunteer At-Large 

Volunteers (ITID, BCC, SFWMD, etc.) 

-Volunteer program policy   

-Scholarship fund donation policy  

-Civic Plus 

-Additional Road Work contract amendment (repairs) 

-Towing & other piggybacks 

-Big Dog Ranch site plan amendment  

May 16  -Amendments to Article 87 (land clearing)  

-Tree mitigation receiver sites   

-Sign code amendments  

 

June 4 -TRIM rates (jeff has resos in email) 

-1st Reading Article 87 

-1st Reading Sign Code 

-1st Reading Committees 

-Community Partnerships (LGLA/Interfaith) 

-Publix turn on B Road   

-ITID Mutual Aid Agreement for Emergencies 
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Quarterly reports-code, bldg., PBSO, Fire, IT, Planning, PW, Finance, 

Atty 

June 20  -Unrecorded plats  

-Nonconformities  

-ROW and easement corrections  

-RVs and other similar housing (joint workshop w/Committee) 

August 1 1st Reading RVs 

2nd Reading Article 87 

2nd Reading Sign Code 

2nd Reading Committees 

1st Reading unauthorized projections/signs (PBSO) 

August 15  -Assessments:  

-Methodology  

   -Village of Royal Palm drainage assessment  

   -Culvert replacement assessment  

-Mobility fees and impact fees – possibilities and limitations   

-Cost sharing policy  

-Capital funding & borrowing  

-BTRs (consider committee assignment) 

September 6 -1st Budget Hearing 

-Assessment Resolutions 

-2nd Reading RVs 

September 19  -2nd Budget Hearing 

-Fine reduction code amendments  

-Noise code amendments – remove dB measurements  

-Nuisance abatement amendments  

-Citation program for code enforcement  

  

 

 

Recommendation:  

Review, discuss and direct Staff.  
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