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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
This meeting will be held in person at the location listed above. Members of the public may 
provide written or oral comments on agenda items by following the instructions listed at the end 
of the agenda. 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
CONSENT ITEMS (Items appearing on the Consent are considered routine Town business and may 
be approved by one motion. Members of the public may provide input on any Consent Item(s) 
when the Chair asks for public comment on the Consent Items. Each speaker is limited to three 
minutes or such time as authorized by the Chair.) 
 

1. Approve Parks and Sustainability Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of August 03, 
2026 

VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS (Members of the public are welcome to address the Parks and 
Sustainability Commission on any matter that is not listed on the agenda and is within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Commission. During special meetings, members of the public are welcome 
to address the Commission only on items listed on the agenda. Town resources may not be used to 
facilitate audio or visual presentations. To ensure all agenda items are heard, this portion of the 
agenda is limited to 30 minutes. In the event additional speakers were not able to be heard during 
the initial Verbal Communications portion of the agenda, an additional Verbal Communications will 
be opened prior to adjournment. Each speaker is limited to three minutes or such time as authorized 
by the Chair.) 
 
OTHER BUSINESS (Each speaker is limited to three minutes or such time as authorized by the 
Chair.) 
 

2. Receive a Report on Potential Criterion for Field Use and Provide Feedback (Written 
Report) 

3. Green Stormwater Infrastructure Requirements (Written Report) 
4. Parks and Public Works Report (Verbal Report) 

a. Project Updates 
i. Oak Meadow Bandstand 
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ii. AB1572 Compliance 
iii. La Rinconada Court 

b. Future Agenda Items 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Next meeting scheduled: December 07, 2026 
 
ADA NOTICE - In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you require special 
assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the Clerk’s Office at (408) 354-6834. Please 
notify the Clerk’s Office at least two (2) business days prior to the meeting so that reasonable 
arrangements can be made to ensure accessibility in compliance with 28 CFR §35.102-35.104  and 
related provisions. 
 
NOTICE REGARDING SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS - Materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the Commission after initial distribution of the agenda packets are available for public 
inspection in the Clerk’s Office at Town Hall, 110 E. Main Street, Los Gatos, and on the Town’s 
website at www.losgatosca.gov. Town Commission agendas and related materials can be viewed 
online at https://losgatos-ca.municodemeetings.com/. 
 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 
The Town of Los Gatos strongly encourages your active participation in the public process. If you 
are interested in providing oral comments during the meeting, you must attend in-person. If you 
wish to speak to an item on the agenda, please list the item number on the speaker card. The 
time allocated to speakers may change to better facilitate the meeting.  If you are unable to 
attend the meeting in-person, you are welcome to submit written comments via email to 
ppwcomment@losgatosca.gov.  
 
Public Comment During the Meeting: 
 
When called to speak, please limit your comments to three (3) minutes, or such other time as the 
Chair may decide, consistent with the time limit for speakers at a Town meeting. 
 
Speakers at public meetings may be asked to provide their name and to state whether they are a 
resident of the Town of Los Gatos. Providing this information is not required. 
 
Deadlines to Submit Written Comments: 
 
If you are unable to participate in person, you may email ppwcomment@losgatosca.gov with the 
subject line “Public Comment Item #_” (insert the item number relevant to your comment).  
Persons wishing to submit written comments to be included in the materials provided to the 
Commission must provide the comments as follows:  
 

11:00 a.m. the day the agenda packet is posted for inclusion in the agenda packet.  1:00 p.m. 
each business day after the agenda is posted until the business day before the meeting for 
inclusion in supplemental materials.  11:00 a.m. the day of the commission meeting for 
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inclusion in supplemental materials. Comments received after 11:00 a.m. the day of the 
Commission meeting will not be distributed as a desk item; however, public comment may be 
submitted during the meeting pursuant to Council Policy 2-01 
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TOWN OF LOS GATOS                                          

PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY 

COMMISSION REPORT 

MEETING DATE: 10/05/2026 

ITEM NO: 1   

 
  

MINUTES OF THE PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION  
REGULAR MEETING  

AUGUST 03, 2026 
 
The Town of Los Gatos Parks and Sustainability Commission conducted a Regular Meeting on 
August 03, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL   
Present: Chair Mapara, Vice-Chair Vrijen, Commissioners Corenson, Gleason, Richard 
Absent: Commissioners Buncic and Lundberg 
 
CONSENT ITEMS   
 
1. Approve Parks and Sustainability Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of June 01, 2026 

MOTION: Motion by Commissioner Gleason to approve the minutes.  
Seconded by: Vice-Chair Vrijen. 
VOTE: Motion passed 5-2. Two absent Commissioners. 
 

VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

The following individual spoke during verbal communications: 
 

1. Member of the Public 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
2. Mid-Peninsula Open Space Authority Kennedy Road Trailhead Parking (Written Report) 

Director Burnham provided background information on this item. Mark Brandi, Senior 
Capital Project Manager with the Mid-Peninsula Regional Open Space District, provided an 
overview of the project. 
 
Commissioners asked questions. 
 

3. Los Gatos Monte Sereno Police Department Potential Service to Saratoga (Verbal Report) 
Chief of Police, Field provided a verbal report on this item.   
 
Commissioners asked questions. 
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Chair Mapara Opened Public Comment. 
 
The following individual spoke during verbal communications: 
 
1. Member of the Public 

 
4. Creekside Park Turf Repair (Written Report) 

Recommendation: Receive a Report on Alternatives for Replacement of the Artificial Turf at 
Creekside Park and Make Recommendation to Town Council 
 
Thomas, Superintendent, provided a verbal presentation on this item. 
 
Commission asked questions. 

Chair Mapara Opened Public Comment. 
 
The following individuals spoke during verbal communications: 
 
1. Wendy Riggs 
2. Rob Bohn 
3. Susan Hinton 
4. Hana Chen 
5. Pam Bond 
6. Member of the Public 
7. Leanne McAuliffe 
8. John Brady 
9. Phil Gibson 
10. Joel Fumia 
11. Shawn Blakeman 
12. Robert Philbrook 

 
Commission further discussed this item. 
 
MOTION: Motion by Vice-Chair Vrijen to move that we recommend to Town Council that 
they move forward as quickly as possible to replace turf at Creekside and recommend using 
BrockFill material or other environmental options.  
Seconded by: Commissioner Corenson 
VOTE: Motion passed 5-2. Two absent Commissioners. 
 

5. Parks and Public Works Report (Verbal Report) 
a. Operations Updates 

Thomas, Superintendent, updated on La Rinconada Pickleball Court and Urban Forest 
Management Plan. 

Commission asked questions. 
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b. Future Agenda Items 
i. Urban Forest Management Plan Update 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
Commissioner Corenson announced a beautification cleanup at Pageant Park on Saturday. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 
 
This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the August 03, 
2026, meeting as approved by the Parks and Sustainability Commission. 
 
__________________________________________ 
Nicolle Burnham, Director of Parks and Public Works 
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PREPARED BY: Tyler Thomas 
 Superintendent 

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY 

COMMISSION REPORT   

MEETING DATE: 10/05/2026 

ITEM NO: 2 

DATE: October 5, 2026  

TO: Parks and Sustainability Commission 

FROM: Nicolle Burnham, Parks and Public Works Director  

SUBJECT: Receive a Report on Potential Criterion for Field Use and Provide Feedback 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive a Report on potential criterion for a field use policy. Staff will use Parks and 
Sustainability Commission (the Commission) feedback to develop a comprehensive Town-wide 
Athletic Field Use Policy for future consideration. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Town of Los Gatos owns and manages fields that serve a variety of users, including youth 
sports organizations, adult sports groups, nonprofit organizations, individual residents, non-
residents, and informal recreational users. 

Town fields are a limited public resource and must accommodate competing demands while 
also allowing adequate time for maintenance, field recovery, and closures when conditions are 
warranted. A Town-wide Field Use Policy would establish a consistent framework for 
determining how fields are reserved, allocated, and used. 

Staff started to develop a field use policy in late 2024, following a recommendation from the 
Commission in June 2024. The Commission heard an item related to field use policy in October 
2024 and received a draft policy for review in February 2025. At that time the Commission 
recommended that staff proceed with developing the policy.  In 2025, Parks and Public Works 
experienced staff turnover that prevented further work on the policy. 

The purpose of the October 2026 Parks Commission discussion is to allow the current 
Commission the opportunity to weigh in on the fundamental principles that should guide the 
Town's management and allocation of athletic fields. With this item staff intend to define the 
direction and next steps for work in bringing a final draft Field Use Policy forward for 
Commission and Town Council consideration. 
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DISCUSSION: 
Following is a series of policy questions that staff would like the Commission to discuss. Staff 
intends to develop a policy that could be applied to various Town assets such as soccer fields, 
tennis / pickleball courts, or other field areas such as at Oak Meadow Park and Blossom Hill 
Park. 
 
Resident and Non-Resident Rates 
The first policy question is whether Town residents and qualifying resident organizations should 
receive a different field-use rate than non-residents. 
 
A resident/non-resident rate structure could recognize the investment Town residents make in 
Town facilities while still allowing non-residents and regional organizations to access available 
field space. If the Town establishes different rates, staff would ultimately need to develop clear 
definitions of resident and non-resident users and determine how those classifications apply to 
individuals and organizations. 
 
Reservation Requirements 
The second policy question is whether all use of Town athletic fields should require a 
reservation or permit. 
 
A reservation requirement provides the Town with greater ability to manage field schedules, 
identify responsible users, prevent scheduling conflicts, coordinate maintenance, and manage 
the intensity of field use. However, Town athletic fields also function as public recreational 
spaces. Requiring a reservation for every use could limit the ability of residents to casually use 
an available field for informal recreation. 
 
One option would be to require reservations for organized use while allowing individuals and 
small informal groups to use fields on a drop-in basis when the field is open and not reserved. 
Another option would be to designate certain fields or certain hours as reservation-only while 
maintaining opportunities for open public use. A Town-wide policy does not necessarily need to 
apply that same requirement to every park asset. 
 
One example of why reservations could be helpful pertains to the Creekside Sports Park. In the 
past, youth sport groups reserved the field for certain times through Use Agreements.  At times 
when organized groups were not using the field, pick-up soccer games were often played. The 
field is not fully fenced so this ad hoc use cannot be prevented or managed.  This allows 
community use of the field but also allows certain users free access, which some might not 
consider equitable.  
 
Residency Requirements for Organized Sports 
Determining whether an individual is a Town resident is relatively straightforward. Determining 
whether an organization should qualify as a "resident organization" is more complicated. 
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An organized sports program may be based in Los Gatos but include participants from 
throughout the surrounding area. Conversely, an organization with an address outside the 
Town could potentially serve a significant number of Los Gatos residents. For this reason, staff 
is seeking Commission feedback on whether organizations requesting resident rates or priority 
should demonstrate the percentage of their participants who are Town residents. 
 
For a Town-wide policy, organizations such as youth soccer and lacrosse programs could be 
required to provide annual residency information as part of the field allocation process if they 
wish to receive resident status. Staff would need to develop a verification process that is 
administratively reasonable and avoids collecting unnecessary personal information, 
particularly information involving minors. 
 
Priority for Organized Sports 
The fourth policy question involves how limited athletic field space should be allocated among 
competing users. 
 
Organized sports programs generally require recurring and predictable field times for practices 
and games. Allocating field space in advance allows these organizations to establish schedules 
and provides the Town with a predictable pattern of field use. At the same time, Town athletic 
fields are public facilities and should provide opportunities for residents who do not participate 
in organized sports. 
 
A Town-wide policy could establish an allocation hierarchy giving priority to certain types of 
users while preserving some field availability for general recreation. That hierarchy should not 
automatically be assumed to apply Town-wide. The Commission may wish to consider whether 
priority should instead distinguish between youth sports, adult sports, schools, nonprofits, 
individual residents, tournaments, camps, commercial programs, and other users. 
 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
The four questions presented to the Commission are interconnected. 
 
For example, if resident sports organizations receive both reduced rates and priority access, the 
definition of a resident organization becomes particularly important. Residency would 
determine not only what an organization pays, but potentially whether it receives access to 
limited field space ahead of another organization. 
 
Similarly, prioritizing organized sports without preserving some opportunity for informal use 
could result in Town fields functioning primarily as scheduled athletic facilities rather than 
public recreational spaces. 
 
In refining the policy, staff will need to balance several objectives, including: 

• Providing equitable access to Town athletic fields;  
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• Supporting youth and community recreation;  
• Recognizing the interests of Town residents;  
• Providing reasonable access for regional and non-resident users;  
• Establishing a transparent and consistent allocation process;  
• Protecting fields from excessive use;  
• Providing adequate maintenance and turf recovery periods; and  
• Establishing fees that appropriately support the cost of operating and maintaining 

athletic facilities.  
 

The Commission's direction on these broad principles will allow staff to develop the more 
detailed administrative provisions necessary to implement a Town-wide policy. Following the 
October Parks Commission meeting, staff will incorporate Commission feedback into a draft 
Town-wide Athletic Field Use Policy. 
 
The future policy could address definitions and residency standards; user classifications and 
allocation priorities; seasonal allocation procedures; reservation and permit requirements; 
resident and non-resident fee structures; cancellations and refunds; insurance requirements; 
field closures and wet-field procedures; turf preservation and rest periods; tournaments and 
special events; prohibited activities; and enforcement. 
 
Staff would return to the Parks and Sustainability Commission with a more detailed policy 
framework for review before proceeding with final adoption through the appropriate Town 
process. 
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PREPARED BY: Jason Lin, Special Projects Manager 
Shirley Ng, Environmental Program Specialist 

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY 

COMMISSION REPORT   

MEETING DATE: 10/05/2026 

ITEM NO: 3 

DATE: October 5, 2026  

TO: Parks and Sustainability Commission 

FROM: Nicolle Burnham, Parks and Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Green Stormwater Infrastructure Requirements  

RECOMMENDATION: Receive a verbal report on green stormwater infrastructure in Los Gatos. 

BACKGROUND: 

Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) refers to nature-based systems and engineered designs - 
such as bioretention areas, bioretention planters, rainwater harvesting, and pervious pavement 
- that manage stormwater at its source using vegetation, soils, and natural infiltration to
manage stormwater and create healthier urban environments. Unlike traditional "gray"
infrastructure that relies on concrete pipes to rapidly channel runoff, GSI mimics natural
hydrologic processes to slow, absorb, and filter stormwater onsite. Integrating GSI directly
supports the Town’s compliance with the Clean Water Act mandates administered through the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Regional Permit (MRP). The
Town reports GSI projects to the State Water Board each year as part of the Annual Report.

Installing more GSI throughout the Town lowers peak runoff volumes, prevents localized 
flooding, and minimizes sewer overflows during major storm events. GSI also delivers multiple 
benefits for urban sustainability by capturing surface pollutants before they enter water ways, 
recharges local groundwater supplies, reduces urban heat island effect, and enhances overall 
community livability. 

DISCUSSION: 

Under the current MRP1 (referred to as MRP 3.0), the Town has a 1.81-acre numeric GSI retrofit 
requirement, measured as impervious surface treated by qualifying GSI projects. The Town is 
evaluating both Regulated and Non-Regulated Projects. Regulated Projects already have 
stormwater treatment requirements under C.3 (New Development and Redevelopment), while 
eligible treatment beyond those requirements may contribute toward the 1.81-acre 

1 https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2022/R2-2022-0018.pdf 

Page 11

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb2/board_decisions/adopted_orders/2022/R2-2022-0018.pdf


PAGE 2 OF 2 
SUBJECT: Green Stormwater Infrastructure in Los Gatos 
DATE:  October 5, 2026 
 

   
 

requirement. Non-Regulated Projects provide opportunities to retrofit existing impervious 
surfaces with qualifying GSI.  
 
In 2019, the Town and the West Valley Stormwater Authority collaborated to develop a Green 
Stormwater Infrastructure Plan (GSI Plan) (Attachment 1) to guide GSI implementation. This 
Plan, adopted by the Town Council on August 20, 2019, identifies opportunities to integrate GSI 
into the Town’s urban landscape and stormwater systems. 
 
Staff is evaluating GSI opportunities a discussed in the GSI Plan, and in existing and planned 
capital projects, including roadway and drainage improvements, parking lots, parks, and other 
Town-owned properties. Staff is also exploring opportunities with other public agencies, private 
development, and regional projects. Parks and Public Works has added a part-time Special 
Projects Manager, in part to support this effort.  
 
The current goal is to identify feasible projects, determine how much impervious surface each 
project can treat, and develop a strategy to meet the Town’s 1.81-acre requirement by June 30, 
2027 as required by MRP 3.0. GSI project completed by that date will count toward the 
requirement, as will projects that have been identified, planned, and funded, by the June 30, 
2027 date. Staff will continue to evaluate and identify potential projects, quantify their 
potential contribution, coordinate with partners, and identify funding and implementation 
strategies. 
 
The current version of the MRP requires that GSI implementation must be fully met by June 30, 
2027. The next version of the permit (referred to as MRP 4.0) is expected to increase GSI 
requirements, though the updated provisions have not yet been finalized. While the Town 
continues to seek opportunities to install additional GSI, meeting requirements beyond the 
1.81-acre target will be challenging if the Town is unable to receive credit for Regulated 
Projects. Under the current requirements, only Non-Regulated Projects are eligible to count 
towards the GSI numeric target. The State Water Board is working with local jurisdictions 
statewide to gather feedback and finalize the new requirements. The Town is represented in 
these discussions by the WVSA and Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention 
Program (SCURPPP), which advocate for provisions that reduce impacts on smaller jurisdictions 
such as Los Gatos. 
 
Attachments: 

1. Town of Los Gatos Green Stormwater Infrastructure Plan 
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