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HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

The Town of Los Gatos strongly encourages your active participation in the public process. If 
you are interested in providing oral comments during the meeting, you must attend in-
person, complete a speaker’s card, and return it to the staff. If you wish to speak to an item 
on the agenda, please list the item number on the speaker card. The time allocated to 
speakers may change to better facilitate the meeting.  If you are unable to attend the meeting 
in-person, you are welcome to submit written comments via email to 
planning@losgatosca.gov.  

Public Comment During the Meeting: 

When called to speak, please limit your comments to three (3) minutes, or such other time as 
the Chair may decide, consistent with the time limit for speakers at a Town meeting. 

Speakers at public meetings may be asked to provide their name and to state whether they 
are a resident of the Town of Los Gatos. Providing this information is not required. 

Deadlines to Submit Written Comments: 

If you are unable to participate in person, you may email planning@losgatosca.gov with the 
subject line “Public Comment Item #_” (insert the item number relevant to your comment).  
Persons wishing to submit written comments to be included in the materials provided to the 
Commission must provide the comments as follows: 

 For inclusion in the agenda packet: by 11:00 a.m. the Friday before the Committee 
meeting.  

 For inclusion in the agenda packet supplemental materials: by 11:00 a.m. on the 
day of the Committee meeting. 

 For inclusion in a desk item: by 11:00 a.m. the day of the Committee meeting.  

Persons wishing to make an audio/visual presentation on any agenda item must submit the 
presentation electronically, either in person or via email to planning@losgatosca.gov by 
11:00 a.m. the day of the meeting. 
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CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS (Members of the public are welcome to address the Historic 
Preservation Committee on any matter that is not listed on the agenda and is within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Committee.  To ensure all agenda items are heard, this portion of the 
agenda is limited to 30 minutes. In the event additional speakers were not able to be heard during 
the initial Verbal Communications portion of the agenda, an additional Verbal Communications will 
be opened prior to adjournment. Each speaker is limited to three minutes or such time as authorized 
by the Chair.) 
 
CONSENT ITEMS (Items appearing on the Consent Items are considered routine Town business 
and may be approved by one motion.  Any member of the Committee may request to have an 
item removed from the Consent Items for comment and action. Members of the public may 
provide input on any or multiple Consent Item(s) when the Chair asks for public comments on the 
Consent Items.  If you wish to comment, please follow the Participation Instructions contained on 
Page 1 of this agenda. If an item is removed, the Chair has the sole discretion to determine when 
the item will be heard.) 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS (Applicants and their representatives may be allotted up to a total of five 
minutes maximum for opening statements. Members of the public may be allotted up to three 
minutes to comment on any public hearing item. Applicants and their representatives may be 
allotted up to a total of three minutes maximum for closing statements. Items 
requested/recommended for continuance are subject to the Committee’s consent at the meeting.) 
 

1. Requesting Approval for Construction of Exterior Alterations to a Pre-1941 Commercial 
Building on Property Zoned C-2.  Located at 137 and 139 N. Santa Cruz Avenue.  APN 510-
17-061.  Categorically Exempt Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 Existing 
Facilities.  Request for Review PHST-24-004.  Property Owner: Casey Connelly, Seecon 
Partners.  Applicant: Hannah Micallef.  Project Planner: Maria Chavarin.   

2. Requesting Approval for Modification (Window Change) of a Previously Approved Project 
on an Existing Pre-1941 Single-Family Residence on Property Zoned R-1:8.  Located at 50 
Hernandez Avenue.   APN 510-20-003.  Request for Review Application PHST-24-002.  
Categorically Exempt Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301: Existing 
Facilities.  Property Owner: Richard Archuleta and Chrissy Klander.   Applicant: Jay Plett, 
Architect.  Project Planner: Sean Mullin. 

3. Requesting Approval for Construction of an Addition to an Existing Single-Family 
Residence, an Accessory Structure with Reduced Side Yard Setbacks, Demolition of an 
Existing Accessory Dwelling Unit, Removal of a Large Protected Tree, and Site 
Improvements Requiring a Grading Permit on Property Zoned R-1:8.  Located at 323 
Pennsylvania Avenue.  APN 510-43-044.  Architecture and Site Application S-23-
018.   Categorically Exempt Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301: Existing Facilities.  
Property Owner: Megan Jellinek.  Applicant: Gary Kohlsaat, Kohlsaat & Associates, 
Inc.   Project Planner: Sean Mullin. 
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OTHER BUSINESS (Up to three minutes may be allotted to each speaker on any of the following 
items.) 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
ADA NOTICE In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance 
to participate in this meeting, please contact the Clerk’s Office at (408) 354- 6834. Notification at 
least two (2) business days prior to the meeting date will enable the Town to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28 CFR §35.102-35.104] 
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PREPARED BY: Maria Chavarin  
 Assistant Planner 
 
  

110 E. Main Street Los Gatos, CA 95030 ● 408-354-6874 
www.losgatosca.gov 

TOWN OF LOS GATOS                                          

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE  

REPORT 

MEETING DATE: 03/13/2024 

ITEM NO: 1  

 

 

DATE:   March 8, 2024 

TO: Historic Preservation Committee 

FROM: Joel Paulson, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: Requesting Approval for Construction of Exterior Alterations to a Pre-1941 

Commercial Building on Property Zoned C-2.  Located at 137 and 139 N. Santa 
Cruz Avenue.  APN 510-17-061.  Categorically Exempt Pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301 Existing Facilities.  Request for Review PHST-24-004.  
Property Owner: Casey Connelly, Seecon Partners.  Applicant: Hannah 
Micallef.  Project Planner: Maria Chavarin.   

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

Requesting approval for construction of exterior alterations (front façade changes) to an 
existing pre-1941 commercial building on property zoned C-2.  Located at 137/139 N. Santa 
Cruz Ave. 
 

PROPERTY DETAILS: 

1. Date primary structure was built: 1938 Per County Assessor’s Database; 1938-1939 Anne 
Bloomfield Survey 

2. Town of Los Gatos Preliminary Historic Status Code:’+’ - Historic and intact, worthy of 
special note 

3. Does property have an LHP Overlay?   No 
4. Is structure in a historic district?   No  
5. If yes, is it a contributor?    N/A 
6. Findings required?    N/A 
7. Considerations required?   Yes 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The subject property is located on the northwest side of N. Santa Cruz Avenue and south of Los 
Gatos-Saratoga Road.  The Santa Clara County Assessor’s Database lists a construction date of 
1938, and the 1990 Anne Bloomfield Survey indicates a construction date from 1938-1939  
 
 

Page 5



PAGE 2 OF 3 
SUBJECT: 137 and 139 N. Santa Cruz Avenue 
DATE:  March 8, 2024 
 
BACKGROUND (continued): 
 
(Attachment 1).  The Anne Bloomfield Survey indicates that the property was once the site of a 
commercial building that served as a bus depot including retail stores.  Town records show that 
the bus depot function changed in 1977 along with storefront changes.  Details of the 
alterations are not provided in the record; however, the records indicate that the exterior of 
the building has remain largely unchanged since 1977.  
 
The Sanborn Maps show evidence of retail stores and a bus depot at the subject property 
between 1928-1944 and 1928-1956 (Attachment 2).  The building records show tenant 
improvements of interior alterations for 137 and 139 N. Santa Cruz Avenue including plumbing 
and electrical building permits (Attachment 3).  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The applicant is requesting approval of exterior modifications to an existing pre-1941 
commercial building.  The changes are proposed to unify the two storefront façades of 137 and 
139 N. Santa Cruz Avenue.  The applicant indicates that the changes will provide a subtle nod to 
the building’s Art Deco style. 
 
An existing door at 139 N. Santa Cruz Avenue is proposed to be removed and replaced with a 
wood framed fixed window.  The new window will match the adjacent window’s sill height.  An 
existing awning is proposed to be removed at 139 N. Santa Cruz Avenue and replaced with an 
awning to match the adjacent awning at 137 N. Santa Cruz Avenue.  Portions of existing wall tile 
are proposed to be removed and replaced with gloss and satin ceramic tiles including a gold 
accent band.  Additional improvements include new urbane paint to all existing window frames 
and entry door; and installation of two decorative wall sconces. 
 
The Letter of Justification discusses the scope of work (Attachment 4); the research conducted 
by the applicant explains the history of the commercial building (Attachment 1); and the photos 
of the existing conditions of the building are incorporated in the development plans 
(Attachment 5). 
 
The property is within the C-2A Subdistrict, as defined in the Commercial Design Guidelines. 
The Commercial Design Guidelines provides recommendations on building design for the C-2A 
Subdistrict on pages 25 through 28 (Attachment 6).  Sections 3.3.3, 3.3.6, and 3.3.8 are most 
applicable to this project. 
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SUBJECT: 137 and 139 N. Santa Cruz Avenue 
DATE:  March 8, 2024 
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 

 
Sec. 29.80.290. Standards for review.  
In evaluating applications, the deciding body shall consider the architectural style, design, 
arrangement, texture, materials and color, and any other pertinent factors.  Applications shall 
not be granted unless: 
 

For pre-1941 structures, the proposed work will neither adversely affect the exterior 
architectural characteristics or other features of the property which is the subject of the 
application.  

 
CONCLUSION: 
 
The applicant requests approval to remove an existing wood and glass entry door at 139 N. 
Santa Cruz Avenue and install one wood framed fixed window; remove an existing awning and 
replace it with a new awning to match an existing awning at 137 N. Santa Cruz Avenue; 
demolish existing wall tile on both storefronts and replace with a combination of a gloss black 
ceramic tile and satin black ceramic tile with gold accent band; new urbane bronze paint to all 
existing window frames and entry door; and install two outdoor wall sconces (Attachment 4).  
Should the Committee find merit in the request, the recommendation would be forwarded to 
the Community Development Director and the application would continue through the Building 
Permit process.  The project would not return to the Committee.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Applicant Research including 1990 Anne Bloomfield Survey 
2. Sanborn Maps 
3. Building Permit History 
4. Letter of Justification 
5. Development Plans  
6. Section 3.3, Commercial Design Guidelines 
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 137, 139 N Santa Cruz Ave. 
 Historic Research Summary 
 February 7, 2024 

 Sanborn Maps 
 The property appears on the 1944 Sanborn Map 

 Polk Directories (1952) 
 137 N Santa Cruz Ave is listed as Marshal’s men’s clo. 139 N Santa Cruz Ave is listed as Joe’s 
 Barber Shop 

 Anne Bloomfield (printed report) 
 The building was constructed in 1938 as the Peerless Stage Depot. The frontage is split into five 
 commercial storefronts, the northernmost (147) being slightly taller and wider, as it was where 
 buses would exit. The 145 space was originally the bus ticket office, and 137, 139, and 141 
 were retail spaces. It is noted that the building is a great example of the Art Deco style due to 
 the intricate arching green ceramic tilework. The listed alterations to the building are a change of 
 use from the bus station function in 1977, and a few storefront changes. 

 The changes we have proposed to the exterior do not affect any of the historically significant 
 characteristics noted in the report. 

 www.studioKDA.com 
 1810 Sixth St., Berkeley, CA 94710 

 Telephone: 510.841.3555 
 ___________ 
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ARCHITECTURAL/CULTURAL SURVEY 
LOS GATOS RESEARCH 

File address /2J,Z. -lt-11 AJ ~a ~Crv -z... 
PARCEL MAP INFORMATION 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

14151 922·1 063 
2229 WEBSTER STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO. CA 941 I 5 

Lot size: [6JO front ft . x {';;;.~ ft. deep 

Lot shape: Rectangle __ L ___ Rectangle with small rear jog Other ~a~{/ 1~ 
- - ' 

Location: N S E W / side of ..:...JJ.. __ S __ C __________ St Ave / Other _____ _ 

distance to cross st: ft. N S / E W from IJ,~ {:;;.&-, --- -- -- --

at NE NW SE sw corner of ------------
HISTORIC INFORMATION ON PA~CEL MAP 

Old tract or subdivision name/J 'It;. ..IGr,pvRAJ, Old Block #_:;>.. ___ Old lot # 1 rJ~ £:'" 
FIELD SURVEY INFORMATION (handwritten in red) 

Preliminary rating + Estimated age )q a?,;S Style"_U __ ~_""_0 _________ # stories....!_ 

Alterations =~ Ol'fA...P. :> tc te- -t-~ .,.,.:·cs. 

Other /LIS ''1/...L. ~ 1-5 '• -S" 5~~-1 ree.-. ...J. '*.2 3-J .~.-. . e>"" f'"' ~r··•t ~0~ ~-f,ref~-:surv rvc.. 

COUNTY ASSESSOR--PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS (paste on copy) 

.~ 

OWNERSHIP SHOWN ON MAPS 
Source 
Name 

Source 
Date 

____ 1891 

Blk Book 1908 

Survey 1944 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Source 
Page 

Location of property, or Lot 
Old · tract/block/lot Size 

National Register listed date. __________ _ 
County Inventory 1979 _________ ~--------
Town of Los Gatos: Designation ___ Recognition __ 

District Name 
~---------------------

Previous Survey 

Gebhard : page # illustration page # 
Butler I Junior League ----

Owner 
Name 

EFFective date" ___ _ 

, 
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ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 
(415) 922· 1063 

2229 WEBSTER STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO. CA 941 1 5 

!lelevant dateas conatr~_ction. ___ • birth. ___ • death. ___ • other. __________ _ 

I . DIRECTORY SEARCH {City oirectoriea, county oirectoriea, Telephone Booka, aociety directoriea, etc.) 
exactl~ &a ahoom· uae • for boldfae.) Ye~ Book N-e/Claaaified HeadinCI Liatin« fcoov .,,.~,,.. 

I fftlo 7Jn :P'u r/~6-S ,_5~~ /,.,e= Pe,<"'/__,~ /-¥"~ /v'S:f..t C rva a.v 

1-m 
I .c/ , ...... " ,..., 

Yl II ,..S-4 Cru-z. /J- 1"('5 "So/1
-" •v.,. # P~l 1:4 r; ""~/v/rs d e..-'// , 

~ lt.&v 0-f-d.~,~ t-G -SJ B (..1' L , s-1.4.. 16.- ~'?J'), f-
J 

II. BIOGRAPHICAL S&ARCR, indexea 6 other alphabetical liatinqa. 
Mark 'X' (infd.or ••• (nothinq found) at each source you try. Liat findfnqw below. 

Los Gatos Library California History Center, De Anza College 
____ Directories, 1919+ ____ Biographical file 
____ Historic Collection Index ____ Photo collection 
____ Thompson & West, 1876 

Photo collection 
----County history 1888, Pen Pictures San Jose Historical Museum 
----County history 1922, Sawyer ____ Great Registers (of voters) 
V? L.G. history 1971, Bruntz Indexes 

Los Gatos Museum (Forbes Mill) 
____ Death records/obituaries 
__ Directory, 1902 or 1903 
____ Photo collection 

Photo Collec tion 

General sources, unknown location(s) 
____ Indexes, California Historical Quarterly 
____ State Library Information Index (fiche) 
____ State Library-S . F. Newspaper Index 
____ Census (microfilm) 
____ County history 1881 , Monroe Fraser 

Brainard maps 
III. LIST ALL REFERENCES FROM ABOVE . Find them. Copy good materia l & attach. Or copy below if only 
a few worda . Or explain why not relevant (a~, wrong peraon) . 

L:7 Continued on Reverse 
/.i.'litiala datt 
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I I ....J '-' . 

}1~<6 

. Whlle : "town band" froJri} 
the adult- education depar~ 
could not, be present, Char Ita! 
Hayward, musical director at tJW.! 
high school, presented an excel-1 
lent orchestra which gave a WeJ11 
balanced pt'O£r8l'n at the beginninel 
of the eveniJJg. 

The Business and ?roressl -
Women scored a · tremendous 

. with a clever skit written by 
Don;"" Winning. "Ev,olution of 
Busmess Wonutn." The recttati" 

·part was well given by Miss ' ! ~ndrews,• who ~o sang a sp · 

I 
d1d solo: Mrs. Marjorie Mar "' · 
Bonde was at the piano. T .It . 

!characters included Viola earrq 
as Eve, Leonore Ghetti as Dell 
lah, Zelda Kopp as Queen Eli 
beth, Hattie Oakley as a colo ' 
housewife at the spinning wheel,~ 
Rosella Booker in a masterly~ 
.trayal of ·the ~tenographer of -:tqei 
Gay 90's, .~d: Pearl Hook as ~ 
modern b~n'r: girl. 

.. .>:;;., •.• ---- ~ 

Mar. 24 · 

Big ·Meilrnizatioli· 
Drive ~ ·Launched 
by L~ 'Leader~~ 

... __;_ f'3'~' 
;,..::";- I 'I 

.. · Modernilition of all Los (iitolsA 
' homes, add' latmching a demo~j 
I ~'"- • 

l
stration.; · ere6y some fortunatel .... ~. . . 
citizen ·"#!AY bave his resi~eJWe!!' 

brougtf,:Up to ·date as an o~~ 
les$0 · ij, Q~ residences, ~ 
up for~on at a meeting ;..# , ..... ~ ~ 

local conti&.ctors, bl,lilding mater ' 
!.' ( • ' ·' • 

ial d"e~i. ~4 b~ers, held 
Thurs4ay,:: ,.afternoon:· in the 

~ _,,~,~ 

9atos ~ouse. . 
~~-. The ~, ~&fned · 
!»; Mali\~~· of the 
1 commi~~ t.hre&; years 

.~ " • t· , 
.when a · ~ul Campaign 
' "~~ ... ! 
J?Ut ·on ~iti the 

~ J~.a.:~f\. (/)' 
~,..~.. ' ..... 
1
'/ 'D. ~~:!4~. ; pr~t 
~~~ ~atiOraf· bank: 1 and 
.J'I;. "•.\ ·?f. AI.i~~ !? if~ .,., _ _.. ·'the-

• ' ' '·~·· • _J ~ ~ ' 

act. ~· 1'oans 
able . undel'_. ~- ·the 

t"lp\. 3l 

;Grotifid1Jroketf for 
~.. \'t. 

~Umon Bus Depot on 
I 

Santa Cruz A venu ' 
Ground was broken Monday tor 

the new bus depot on ~ta Cruz 
avmue, near Nicholson avenue. 
1lle depot will represent an ,la.o 
vestment of some $30,000,. an~ 
will include a three-car g 
as well as the bus building ~ 
which includes several stores, anct 
a waiting and rest room. 

J. C. Monk, the contractor Jn 
charge, has 75 working days ln 
which to complete the job. 

The bus depot Js part of consid
erable construction work on ~ 
Santa Cruz avenue. In the 

1 !}lock north from the depot. H~ S. 
i\Vmnegar, San · lose pon~ 
~ ~pletinj a one-stOry s 
bu~ for ·:'Gene's ~t," ' 

.0~-belnc;~ ~1. 
I :,··~ ~«' :i • 

~--· 

Garden· Contest 
Announced Here 
Local C. of C. 

' "'""'../ 
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• N'o ~ t .. or charges llball be • 
~ite not to be over TWO yeua of 1111< 

. An bablea to be shown in decorated 
. ~ or baby go-cart. :.,, 

'·"'*'~ 
· ~tl to provide a bJu. ribbon for 

. ,., .. .,; ..................... ·~ 
iJf· 1 At2:00 P.M., numbered tap wlll bdiiQil 

•' 

. _ ....... .. 

Fin1t PriJAt Glttit-fan.. !Wv• (;up, 
g1ft of G11v. J. N. lillletl. 

~-und J'riu · 1;q • •·llt!M. Sllvtt ~up, 
1:1ft o! Net~tlc'• ~·ucxt. 

Flr!lt f'rize Boya Ua~. ~ilvff' 
Cup, gill o( Att-ruwn'a Taltwn ~wd.cr <:4. 

Sclc:t•nd Prlr.e Bo11- Han~ Silv• 
Cup,l(ift of <YBrien'e Qmdy S&Aft. s.n JOBt. 

Jo'int PriM llirl.J -Pmtklt.. SDvcr Cup. 
l{ift of rR~:S~llt:N't RoollavnT. . 

:-l«fmd Prize Cjr!J - Prettiftc. SU\·., Cup. 
Kift of MerehanCA' Allodatioft ot SID JOIII8. 

r'int 1-...u.-&,.- CIIt..t. SUvw Cup. 
Kift of California Fie ~)Tup Co. 

Serond PNe-ao,..-cute.t. sn.. Cup, 
~;ift of Sul*"'laor Frank E. MitA:Mit. 

F'i,.t f'rir.<t-(ltr~---. snvw Cup, 
i ift ol )(ayor CU.. W. Davidlon. 

Second Prlse-C~ Silv•Cup. 
!(itt ul Stnat« Oto. S. Wat\et, 

fint Prilt-.,._a.t~ VehkJe. 
Sliver Mlllh S.. lift. of lbdM'1 Condtnled 
Milk Co. 

s.eoacl l"ddl Girtt 8M Ono t.d Vtbf. 
de. Slhw C.,. 11ft oiW •. c. 1.-.. Jfter.., 
SuJ,... 

,_ • '• iJ i Iii -, ._ t1u three 
mooU. ~~ liA,af &,wooif 

• t'''"' 

~ Odd numbers to the bor blbiel ;It 
..,., nOtllberl to the rirl btbiel. , 

The eltrb of the 9CAiel wiD com..-.. 
nichitw the babiee at 2:00 P. M. AU -~' 
for hea¥1 wei&ht priUII mua obtain ol!leii 
w.laht born the clerka. 1 

Ponnation of decoratecl pu'ldt aball be Of 

the wedlide ot Santa Cruz avenue, nonh If ~· fJ 
Nldlollloft l"nue. · ~ ~ 

8:00 P. IC., decorated baby carriap aru t .. 
babf ,o<art parade. 

PRIZES. 

Fi.rllt Prizo-Boy&-Piumpellt. 
lift ot PR•:sJJJ£N1' T AJo'T. 

&.cond I~Boy.-Piumpeat. 
Clap, rill of Juqe J. R. Wekh . 

81'01. A Wakefield Rattan Company. , of Sal f,:· 

Franeia-o. ' 
For the prettiMt girlltlll than three month! ~r 

old-Eiepnt o.--. gift of The Areade, Canelc 
Broa. .t Stackhouse, St.n Jo.e. l 

For the winner of Prelident Taft'a ailver cup , 
-One dozen ('.&binet Pbotol, gilt of Wagner'a t 
Studio, Loe Gatos. 

For the winner of Preaideat Rooeevelt'a 
Silva- Cu~A luge picture, gilt of Waaner'• 
Stlldlo. Loe Catoe. 

For the mOlt novel and oririnal feature in 
pal'ld.-. Silver Cup, ,ift of Loa GctoiBoard 
of,.,.._ , 

For the handaomeet pair of twifta--Sllver ' 
NaplcmRinga,giftofJ. J. Fretwel~ LoeCa~ ;,~ 

Nt.DIAI of winnen illiiCribed on priles. !' ( 
1 

Juoollhludge T. R. Dougherty, Roy E, 
Wolter and E. B. Devine. § .,.. 

Cu:auor SCALD-Victors. Howard, li.t i 
Clark, W. E. RaMah and Charlel Nieho&< ., , 

N. B.-Juq.• decilion final. No appea 
but to time. ! 

RaT BOOM flw llodlen and BtW.. ~ 
many of tbt coalortl ofbome, wW bf_provi4ecl 

Jt. r. DOOLAN. . 
...... c .. ~ 

~ 

onct bock pages of the progn:n :J 
below en the two lnllde ......- of ' 
JM'Oiftlll', contalnlfJe rules ~. ~1 

Page 22



\ 

• I ) 
I . ( 
)'11~ 

Demise of bus depot 
• 

concerns Los Gatans 
ByJEFFMOAD 

Bob Ashmore, who runs 
tlie old bus depotm N. Santa 
Cruz Avenue in Los Gatos, 
held the blaring telephone 
receiver away from hiS ear 
and smiled. The loud voice 
of an excited woman could 
be heard by anyone within 
10 feet of Ashmore. 

"I know what you mean," 
he said, into the receiver 
"but there's nothing else I 
can tell you. " He hung up, 
shaking his head. 

Ashmore explained that 
the call was juat one of a 
growing nwnber from local 
residents who are con· 
cemed that the old bua 
depot will be closed down, 
another victim of rising 
downtown Los Gatos rents . 

PURCHASERS 
A group of local 

businessmen, including 
Town Councilman John 
Lochner, recently pur· 
chased the old commercial 
building wbich contains the 
depot and four other 
businesses. 

The tile-front building 
was sold by the Peerless 
Stage Co., which built it in 
1938 and runs one of its few 
regularly scheduled lines 
through Los Gatos between 
Oakland and Santa Cruz. 

Peerless had charged 
Ashmore and his wifej 
Nadine, who together run· 
the depot and a tiny luncb 
counter, $150 for use of ~he 
1,000 - square - foot de)i>t. 
The Ashmores made a 
modest living off of com., 
missions paid on bus ticket 
and parcet sales by Peerless 
and Greyhound, which also 
schedules runs through the 
depot. 

The depot is used by many 
local businessmen who take 
advantage of the Greyhound 
parcel service. Many young 
people regularly patronize 

the Los Gatos to Santa Cruz 
run, especially on 
weekends, and many 
elderly persons use the tiny 
depot lobby as a sitting 

NINE YEARS -· - Bob 
Albmore <left) makes out 
a bus ticket for one of his 

room. There are even a few 
regular customers of Mrs. 
Ashmore's inexpensive 
sandwiches and coffee. 

LEASE EXPIRING 

customers at the bus depo& 
on N. Santa Cruz Avenue 

But the Ashmores' lease 
on the depot runs out on the 
fifteenth of this month, and 
the building's new owners 

(CON'T ON PAGE 10) 

which be aad his wife have 
operated ter nine years. . 

BUS DEPOT - The facade 
of the bus depot on N.;, 
Santa Cruz Avenue has
changed little since it wu 
built In 1938. The depot. a 
fixture iD town, may be oa 

the Verge of closing dowa 
U the bus companies do 
not come up with part of 
the substantial rent in- • · 
"""3"~ the buildinl{'s new , 1 

' , ' ~ 
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APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT 

The undersigned herewith makes application for the 

~,_ of / Story 
~~~ Building, of 

Type Construction,- basement, to be used and 

occupied as /]J;...:~ -r ~ ~ 

Foundation to be ~ ~ 
With a footing of in. - in. top and- in. high 

Outside walls to be 

Interior to be 

The roof will be 
supported 
Will be heated by n--~ with flue 
Estimated value, $1 .3~- Do 

.................. hereby agree to save, indemnify and keep harmless the Town of Los Gatos 
against all liabilities, judgm~nts, costs and expenses which may in any wise accrue 
against said city in consequence of the granting of this permit or from the use or oc
cupancy of any sidewalk, street, or sub-sidewalk place by virtue thereof, and will In 
all things strictly comply with the conditions of this permit. 

•: .. ~,_.,~~~.-.tl-11-n·-o.-u~._..~~~~..--c~- a -o•; 
- j 
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d z 
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·~ 
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~ ~ € ~ 

-+01 IUb.Q ~ p. t:: r.-.' 
~ 10 :§ ~ 

~ 
00 

"'0 = ~ 
1 I I I ~ .... 

00 ::s = ( rxl 
~ 

f::oo 
~~ 
et:< 
LIJ~ 
O..oo 

0 
C)~ 
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Oz 
=~ ::>o 
al~ 

0 
-+01 

"'0 
~ 

-+01 

= ~ 
~ 
lVJ 

00 

= ~ -~ 
..= 
-+01 ..... 
~ 

.,; 
~ 

"'0 
~ -~ - v ~ 

~ 0 

= \ = ~ ~ { ~ ~ 

'E ' ~ "-\ 0 • ~ ~ 

~ ~ "' ~ "\ -~ $;5 J' ~ t 
r:: o ~ I 

..... oo ~ ~ I 
..... 0 ..c:: ~· . ..c:: ~ oo I 
-+01 -+01 • .... I = ~ ... ..... ..... ~ "'0 I 

~ ~ ~ ..c:: ~' ~ ~ ~ ~ I 
-+01 """-l - ~ ~ ..... c= ~ ~ Q t 
~ r:: I t ~ I ~ I 

..= (·{ o I 

I ~ i ] e/ ! 
I =s L.~ ": ... I I ~ ~~ ~ I 
, ~ ~ ~ e ~--- 1 
~ r:: ~ ~ I I 0 ~ ~ I 
~~,.-.,~..-• .-....-c.._..._...._..._.,~,_...._..~ • .-..~ ...... ..-.,.:. 
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ss o ci: U) • s

1 S ~- "'tt 
S v 0 = § 0• 8. ] \ ~ § 
I z ~ ~ ~ I I -l ~ i I 

... , ~APPLICATION -FoR-BUILDING .. PERMIT .. ,., .·· 

?! (t)'/ _ __L 1/ -~ 195 2/ Date 
1' 

The undersigned herewith makes application for the 

12tfl:;:r_.~~ of 1 Stor -v · 
f!tr~~- Building, of 

Type Construction, ~) basement, to be used and 

I ~ I 
occupied as ~ :Jt;;lti.;;. ~ ~ §S e Is _ , s ._. a R 
Foundation to be a- 1/ § - "E § 
With a footing of in. - in. top and in. high 8§ ~ tn 8 \ • S§ s .. 0 ~ .. 1- &l 

Outside walls to be a- L,;, § a== :;: .5 I ~ o 
. § A. tn 

In~erior to be (hr&: t-· d}~(b£J ~~ a I (.!) g C!l 

~~~~,;/UJ~<J-~§ ~ 0 Q 
The roof will be t:h; t/"' I Q Z ~ "" ~ S 

supported ---
Will be he~ted by with flue 

Estimated value, $ 7- t7 t:J 

.................... hereby agree to save, indemnify and keep harmless bhe Town of Los Gatos 
against all liabilities, judgements, costs and expenses which m~y in any wise accrue 
against said city in consequence of the granting of this permit or from t he use or oc
cupancy of ·any sidewalk, street, or sub-sidewalk place by virtue thereof, and will in 
all t:hings strictly comply with -the conditions of this permit. 

Owner 

§ .... ~ ~Ja ~~ 1 -e o os 
§ ::::» :E ~~ 
sss ~ ~ s s 0 §· ~ 

I ~ s U) ~ s ·~ ~ s ~ ~ s SE -g r-R 
§ c=: ~ :§ I § t.IJ .-,5 .s ex: s § Q., ~ v til § 
R e ~ e; § 
8 r:l. = - 8 Ks o ~ r:l. o :I:S § ~ Ja~ u r--s 
s,..,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.#".,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,.#".,.,.,.,.,.,.,..#".,.,.,.,.#".,.,AO'".#".,~J 
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LOS GATOS HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

TALLY SHEET 

Building or District Name '"8&rles-s s-b....~ Dr-1 
I 

Address(es) /3 7 -;q 7 AI s~ .. C,-~.~ 'Z.. 

E VG G F/ P 

0 

Criteria Total 
Adjusted 
Total 

10 5 

10 5 

5 

8 4 

e.? 12 

10 

15 

10 

15 

25 

8 

25 

4 

5 

8 

5 

4 

12 

/-;;... 

-6 

2 

6 

2 

~ 

2 

4 

2 

4 

-12 

Cumulative Rating: 

Type 

0 Construction 

0 St yle 

0 Architect 

Design -

Interior 

ARCHITECTURE 

Age 

Person 

Event 

0 Patterns 

HISTORY 

0 Scale/Massing 

0 Setting 

0 Landmark 

ENVIRONMENT 

125 INTEGRITY 

CUMULATIVE TOTAL 

~(appears eligible fo r National Register) 
40-59 = 5 (appears eligible for local l i sting) 

9 

-cJ 

23-59 D (contributor to district rated one of the above) 
22- 6 or 7 (ineligible) or non-contributor 

(Max . 50) 

(Max . 25) 

(Max. 25) 
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LOS GATOS HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

EVALUATION SHEET 

Building or District Name ~-r/t!~ sla-tt!'S Vee~ f 
/ I 

Address(es) /3 7-/47 A.J11r 1/t Sa ·1-/a Crt.~ :l'= .,-t/v€'. 

Criterion This Building 

A. ARCHITECTURE ... 
1. I d ;_ 6~~5-Building type - r-t_ 

I 

2. .Construction 
I 

u.Jood Aayy..4., 

3. Style : "Deco - &..:z J- ( VI h t.A.!I-'1 

4. Architect .J c / ~C/rl /::.. 
' 

C~n..J r Av!-t::' r 

5. Design :5 '-' f .e r b J ;-r:P .., - .J -G rea, IN\ 3 -'D +flewor-'k. 
6. Interior 

B. HISTORY 

7. Age 1956 -sr ( M) 
8. Person(s) 

9. Event --
10. Patterns Yeve.IGJr.?~ ... -1- ~-f. mYl~f?'.-;~J.r~v-. 

I I 
C. ENVIRONMENT 

Ratings 

E vG @ FP 

E VG @ FP 

(DvG G FP 

E VG @ FP 

'CE) VG G FP 

E VG GQp 

E VG GQ) p 

E VG G (££) 

E VG G c;J 

E G9) G FP 

11. Scale/Massing .:;::::4 w, <:f ~~.6~~ Lt$ ·~WII!Il'l 6/.re&~Car.::rl. E ® G FP 
I 

12. Setting hlhs -J'reVI--/ ~ h-1 - C.S..<V~pa./, 't/e E VG @ FP. 
I 

13. Landmark ~ vt -s: t::? ,-c.. tJ ~ u .s. In J"'..Z ,-9 f ~ ,- h e:; oJr E VG &) FP 
r ~ ' -tt...... -/-! teK)C> r I:-

D. INTEGRITY 

14. Alterations @ vG G FP 

CUMULATIVE RATING: 3~Appears eligible for National Register. 
4 ___ May become eligible for National Register. 
s ___ Appears eligible for local designation. 
V ___ Contributor to district that is any of the above. 
N Non-contributor to the district. 
6 Appears ineligible for designation, but older than 1942. 

·I 

7 ___ Appears ineligible for designation because newer thRn 1Q41. 

Evaluated by=----~~~~------------------------------------

Reviewed by ______ ~~~~--~~---------------------------------
Reviewed by: ------------------------------------------
Reviewed by: ---------------------------------------------

Uate 2- 7~/0 -1'0 

Date 4 -(b -! I 
Date ----
Date ----Page 30



LOS GATOS HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 

REVIEWERS' COMMENT SHEET 

Building or District Name ----------------------------------------
Address(es) ______________________________________________________ ___ 

A. ARCHITECTURE 

1. Building t ype E VG G FP 

2 . Construction E VG G FP 

3 . Style E VG G FP 

4. Architect E VG G FP 

5. Design E VG G FP 

6 . Interior E VG G FP -----------------------------------
B. HISTORY 

7 . Age -------------------- E VG G F P 

8. Person(s) 

9. Event(s) 

10. Patterns 

c. ENVIRONMENT 

11. Scale/Massing 

12. Setting 

13. Landmark 

D. INTEGRITY 

14. Alterations 

CUMULATIVE RATING 

Reviewer k' R/ t() ...,J/ 
Reviewer -------------------------------------------
Reviewer ----------------------------------------------
Reviewer ____________________________________________ ___ 

E VG G FP 

E VG G FP 

E VG G FP 

E VG G FP 

E VG G FP 

E VG G FP 

E VG G FP 

Date t.t' Apc 71 

Date ·------
Date ·------

Date -------
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 DATE:  March 5, 2024 

 TO:  Town of Los Gatos 

 Historic Preserva�on Commi�ee 

 FROM:  Hannah Micallef, Studio KDA 

 SUBJECT:  Le�er of Jus�fica�on: 137-139 N Santa  Cruz Ave. (Coup de Thai) Exterior Modifica�ons 

 This memorandum provides informa�on about the proposed exterior modifica�ons to 137-139 N 
 Santa Cruz Ave., and their conformance to the Town’s Commercial Design Guidelines. The building 
 was originally constructed in 1938 as the Peerless Stage Depot. Its dis�nc�ve green �ling and 
 scalloped pa�erning are a great local example of the Art Deco style. Our proposed modifica�ons do 
 not alter any of the historically significant components of the building that were found in our 
 research. The proposed new facade materials are black ceramic �ling, with a thin gold accent band. 
 We are also proposing (2) new decora�ve sconces, a new awning, and replacing the exis�ng door to 
 the 139 space with a fixed window. The materials are intended to provide an elegant, durable and 
 �meless facade for the business, while also providing a subtle nod to the building’s Art Deco style. 

 Design Intent: 

 ●  Provide a single entry to the combined tenant spaces
 ●  Visually unify the two storefronts
 ●  Provide new facade materials that both elevate the pedestrian experience, and respect the

 history and context of the building’s facade.

 Summary of Modifica�ons: 

 ●  Demoli�on of (E) wood and glass entry door to 139 storefront
 ●  Installa�on of (N) fixed window and sill in place of exis�ng door. New window will have a

 wood frame and match the look of the exis�ng adjacent window
 ●  New awning at 139 storefront to match exis�ng awning at 137 storefront
 ●  Demoli�on of exis�ng �le at both storefronts
 ●  Installa�on of new black ceramic �le, and gold accent band to both storefronts. See proposed

 materials and exterior rendering at sheet A102 of submi�ed drawings
 ●  Installa�on of (2) new decora�ve sconces at 139 storefront. See drawings for loca�ons.
 ●  (N) paint at all exis�ng window frames and entry door.
 ●  No changes proposed to original green square ceramic �le

 Conformance with Town of Los Gatos Commercial Design Guidelines (C-2, C-2A Subdistrict): 
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 3.1 Basic Design Principles: 
 Architectural character and detailing shall be sensi�ve to the historic structures remaining in the 
 CBD 
 Na�onal historic guidelines emphasize that new elements must be compa�ble with the 
 building’s historic features, but also be differen�ated in order to preserve the exis�ng building’s 
 character. We selected an appropriately scaled, dark neutral rectangular �le for the storefront. It 
 serves as a backdrop to the ornate Art Deco �le and does not compete with the original �le 
 detailing of the overall building. This black �le, with a subtle gold pinstripe detail, alludes to the 
 building’s Art Deco styling, but is easily differen�ated from the original �le. 

 Storefronts shall be constructed of high quality materials that are consistent with those 
 historically used in the Town. 
 Ceramic �le is proposed for the modified storefront, as it is durable and consistent with the 
 materials of the overall building. 

 Diversity of design shall be encouraged with �meless character sought over trendy architectural 
 styles. 
 The proposed facade uses black �le and only subtle gold highlights, crea�ng a �meless, elegant 
 and understated look. 

 3.3 Building Design (C-2A Subdistrict): 
 3.3.2: Design buildings along North Santa Cruz Avenue and Main Street to be compa�ble with 
 tradi�onal architectural styles. 
 (b) Provide architectural details to enhance the interest of facades. 
 The use of ceramic �le at both the 137 and 139 spaces will unify the two storefronts, and elevate 
 their street presence from the exis�ng �le at 137, and the painted over �le at 139. We are also 
 proposing (2) new exterior sconces to create more interest at the pedestrian level. 

 3.3.3 Emphasize display windows and storefront entries 
 3.3.4 Maintain transparent storefronts and public right-of-way walls 
 We do not propose any changes to the exis�ng large storefront window at the 139 storefront. 
 The exis�ng entry door will be replaced with a fixed window to maximize the connec�on 
 between the tenant space and pedestrian traffic. 

 3.3.5 Provide ves�bules at building entries 
 (a) Recess entry doors three to six feet from the facade 
 The exis�ng recessed entry at 137 is to remain. 

 3.3.6 U�lize high quality storefront materials 
 (b) Wood window frames are common in this area and are strongly encouraged 
 (c) Alterna�vely, vinyl covered or dark anodized aluminum metal storefront window and door 
 frames are suggested. 
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 The new fixed window at the 139 storefront will have a painted wood frame to match the 
 adjacent window. 

 3.3.8 Install awnings when weather and sun exposure protec�on are desired 
 (a) Fabric awnings are the preferred material. 
 (b) Fabric awnings should be installed on painted tubular metal frames. End panels returning to 
 the building face are op�onal. 
 (e) Relate awning placement to the major architectural elements of the facade. 
 The proposed awning at 139 is to match the exis�ng awning at 137 (see project photos in 
 submi�ed plans). The new awning will help to unify the two storefronts and will not cover any of 
 the original green ceramic �le. 
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Commercial Design Guidelines
25

C-2 DISTRICT
Town of Los Gatos

3
3.3 BUILDING DESIGN (C-2A SUBDISTRICT)

3.3.1 Maintain a building front module that is
consistent with the remaining block front
streetscape
a) Pilasters and columns along with wall beams and
cornices which are in front of the building wall and
display windows should be used to provide a layering
and hierarchy of structure. Storefront widths should
be similar to those of  other adjacent stores. This is of
special importance for buildings with street frontages
which are wider than the norm along a street front.
b) In general, pilasters and columns should occur at
intervals of  no more than approximately ten (10) feet.

3.3.2 Design buildings along North Santa Cruz Avenue
and Main Street to be compatible with traditional
architectural styles
a) Characteristics of traditional Main Street Contempo-
rary architecture include the following:

• Shaped parapets or projecting cornices at street
wall tops

• Large display windows framed by high quality
materials

• Projecting columns and pilasters
• Column/pilaster bases and bulkheads below dis-

play windows
• Projecting belt courses and other moldings
• Decorative details

b) Provide architectural details to enhance the visual
interest of  facades. Elements that are encouraged in-
clude the following:

• Projecting cornices with
decorative moldings and/
or brackets

• Shaped parapets
• Planter boxes
• Projecting molding
• Inset medallions

Desirable storefront components

Contemporary storefront compatible with
traditional design

ATTACHMENT 6
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Commercial Design Guidelines
26

C-2 DISTRICT
Town of Los Gatos

3
• Bay windows
• Moldings around windows
• Pilaster and column capitals

c) Size and height of all detail elements shall be sym-
pathetic to the major elements of  adjacent structures.

3.3.3 Emphasize display windows and storefront
entries
a) Provide interesting storefronts with prominent dis-
play windows.
b) Traditional storefronts with bulkheads below the
windows and glass on both the street front and the
sides of vestibules are desirable. However, larger and
more contemporary display windows are also accept-
able, but should have some solid base at least 12 inches
high between the bottom of the window and the pav-
ing below.
c) Use bulkhead materials that are consistent with the
building’s materials and traditional to Mainstreet-style
storefronts (e.g., stucco, tile, stone, wood panels.) The
decorative treatment of  bulkheads is encouraged (e.g.,
wood moldings over a wood base panel, decorative
tile patterns.)
d) Window box planters below display windows are
encouraged to add color and visual interest.

3.3.4 Maintain transparent storefronts and public right-
of-way walls
a) Maintain a minimum of sixty percent (60%) trans-
parent glazing along primary store frontages up to eight
feet above grade.
b) In the example to the left, A+B+C+D must equal
at least 60% of E.
c) Avoid blank walls over ten (10) feet long on pri-
mary frontages, and from the first fifty (50) feet from
Santa Cruz Avenue or Main Street. Break up larger
blank walls with pilasters and landscaping.
d) Display window proportions should generally re-
flect traditional storefront windows with proportions
that are horizontal or approximately square. Strong ver-
tical window proportions should be avoided.
e) Display window lighting to enhance the CBD night-
time vibrancy is strongly encouraged. Methods may
include shielded or recessed spotlights to highlight dis-
play merchandise or pin lights used to define the out-
line of  windows.

Storefronts with attractive display windows,
friendly entries, landscaping and well designed
detailing enhance both the character of the
business and the Town
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Commercial Design Guidelines
27

C-2 DISTRICT
Town of Los Gatos

3
3.3.5 Provide vestibules at building entries

a) Recess entry doors three to six feet from the front
facade.
b) Pave vestibule floors with tile, brick, stone, or a
similar high quality hard surface to set the vestibule
apart from the sidewalk.

3.3.6 Utilize high quality storefront materials
a) Use wall materials primarily composed of stone,
brick or stucco for facades. Avoid nontraditional ma-
terials such as wood, shingles, cultured stone, small tiles,
rough finished materials, and metal.
b) Wood window frames are common in this area and
are strongly encouraged.
c) Alternatively, vinyl covered or dark anodized alu-
minum metal storefront window and door frames are
suggested.
d) Anodized aluminum frames are not generally de-
sired, but may be considered on a case-by-case basis.
e) Entry doors should be selected to compliment the
design of the storefront. High quality entry doors are
encouraged, while standard storefront doors are dis-
couraged, consistent with the attention paid in the past
to doors in this area of  the CBD. Dutch doors should
also be considered to open up businesses to passing
pedestrian traffic, and provide a welcoming small town
feeling to storefronts.

3.3.7 Operable windows and french doors are
encouraged for restaurants and coffee cafes
a) Window types and proportions should be comple-
mentary to the architecture and design of the facade.
b) Two examples of  operable restaurant facade win-
dows are shown below and to the right.

Provide vestibule entries

Restaurant operable window example Restaurant operable window example
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C-2 DISTRICT
Town of Los Gatos

3
3.3.8 Install awnings when weather and sun

exposure protection are desired
a) Fabric awnings are the preferred material. Metal
awnings may be used if  they are of  contemporary de-
sign, are composed of  sloping awning faces only, and
are compatible with the building style.
b) Fabric awnings should be installed on painted tu-
bular metal frames. End panels returning to the build-
ing face are optional.
c) Avoid shiny fabrics.
d) Backlit awnings that visually appear as large light
sources will not be permitted.
e) Relate awning placement to the major architec-
tural elements of the facade.

• Avoid covering any transom windows or architec-
tural elements such as belt courses, decorative
trim and similar features

• Use separate awnings over individual storefront
bays defined by the columns or pilasters rather
than placing a continuous awning across the build-
ing frontage

• Patterned and stiped awnings are discouraged. If
patterned awnings are proposed, the burden will
be on the applicant to demonstrate that the col-
ors and pattern are appropriate for the design and
color of the building

• Operable awnings are encouraged when appro-
priate for the style of  the building.

Awnings are used here to provide color and a
sense of intimacy between the window
shopper and the clothing displayed

Awnings can call attention to building entries
and soften the forms of a rectangular building
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PREPARED BY: Maria Chavarin  
 Assistant Planner 
   
 

110 E. Main Street Los Gatos, CA 95030 ● (408) 354-6832 
www.losgatosca.gov 

TOWN OF LOS GATOS                                          

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING DATE: 3/13/2024 

ITEM NO: 1  

ADDENDUM 

    

DATE:   March 12, 2024 

TO: Historic Preservation Committee 

FROM: Joel Paulson, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: Requesting Approval for Construction of Exterior Alterations to a Pre-1941 
Commercial Building on Property Zoned C-2.  Located at 137 and 139 N. Santa 
Cruz Avenue.  APN 510-17-061.  Categorically Exempt Pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301 Existing Facilities.  Request for Review PHST-24-004.  
Property Owner: Casey Connelly, Seecon Partners.  Applicant: Hannah Micallef.  
Project Planner: Maria Chavarin. 

 
REMARKS: 
 
The staff report previously distributed for this item erroneously indicated that an existing door 
at 137 N. Santa Cruz is proposed to be removed and replaced with a wood framed window.   
Please note that the door to be removed and replaced is located at 139 N. Santa Cruz Avenue, 
as reflected in the development plans (Attachment 5). 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Previously received with the March 13, 2024 Staff Report: 
1. Applicant Research including 1990 Anne Bloomfield Survey 
2. Sanborn Maps 
3. Building Permit History 
4. Letter of Justification 
5. Development Plans  
6. Section 3.3, Commercial Design Guidelines 
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PREPARED BY: Sean Mullin  
 Senior Planner 
 
  

110 E. Main Street Los Gatos, CA 95030 ● 408-354-6874 
www.losgatosca.gov 

TOWN OF LOS GATOS                                          

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

 REPORT 

MEETING DATE: 03/13/2024 

ITEM NO: 2 

 

   

 

DATE:   March 8, 2024 

TO: Historic Preservation Committee 

FROM: Joel Paulson, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: Requesting Approval for Modification (Window Change) of a Previously 
Approved Project on an Existing Pre-1941 Single-Family Residence on 
Property Zoned R-1:8.  Located at 50 Hernandez Avenue.  APN 510-20-003.  
Request for Review Application PHST-24-002.  Categorically Exempt Pursuant 
to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301: Existing Facilities.  Property Owner: 
Richard Archuleta and Chrissy Klander.  Applicant: Jay Plett, Architect.  
Project Planner: Sean Mullin. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Requesting approval for modification (window change) of a previously approved project on an 
existing pre-1941 single-family residence on property zoned R-1:8, located at 50 Hernandez 
Avenue.  
 
PROPERTY DETAILS:  

 
1. Date primary structure was built:  1903 (effective year built 1920) per County Assessor’s 

 Database 
2. Town of Los Gatos Historic Status Code:  Unknown 
3. Does property have an LHP Overlay?  No 
4. Is structure in a historic district?  No 
5. If yes, is it a contributor?  N/A 
6. Findings required?  No 
7. Considerations required?  Yes 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On May 19, 2023, the Committee conducted a preliminary review of a proposal to demolish 
portions of the residence behind the front façade and construct additions to the residence, 
including a new second story and a basement and provided recommendations to the applicant 
for project revisions.   
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SUBJECT: 50 Hernandez Avenue/PHST-24-002 
DATE: March 8, 2024 
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BACKGROUND (continued): 
 
A Minor Residential Development application for the project was submitted to the Town on 
February 23, 2022.  The development plans provided with the application were consistent with 
those presented during the preliminary review and the applicant responded to all 
recommendations of the Committee.  On March 23, 2022, the Committee recommended 
approval of the Minor Residential Development application, which was subsequently approved 
by the Community Development Director on June 27, 2022.  Building Permits for the project 
were issued on October 31, 2023, and the project is currently under construction.  
 
On October 25, 2023, the Committee reviewed and approved a request for modification to the 
approved project for changes to the front porch and trellis, as well as window materials. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The applicant has returned to the Committee requesting approval for revisions to the approved 
project.  Specifically, a window on the front (south) elevation that was previously approved for 
replacement would be expanded.  The proposed window would be consistent with the size and 
function of another window on the left side of the front elevation, as well as the approved 
materials and details of other windows.  The applicant’s request and project plans are included 
as Attachments 1 and 2.  Staff has provided an additional exhibit allowing comparison of the 
approved and proposed elevations as Attachment 3. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Should the Committee find merit in the proposed project, the Committee should approve the 
request, which can be accomplished with a revision to the issued Building Permit. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
A. Considerations 
 

Sec. 29.80.290. Standards for review.  
In evaluating applications, the deciding body shall consider the architectural style, design, 
arrangement, texture, materials and color, and any other pertinent factors.  Applications 
shall not be granted unless: 

 
       For pre-1941 structures, the proposed work will neither adversely affect the exterior 

architectural characteristics or other features of the property which is the subject of 
the application.  
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DATE: March 8, 2024 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Request from Applicant 
2. Project Plans 
3. Front Elevation Exhibit 
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JA/FLEET
ARCHULETA/KLANDER
50 HERNANDEZ AVE.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

HPC:

WE ARE REQUESTING APPROVAL TO REPLACE A NON-
HISTORIC WINDOW WITH A LARGER WINDOW.

THE WINDOW WILL BE A DOUBLE-HUNG MATCHING ALL 
OTHER HOUSE DOUBLE-HUNG WINDOWS.

THANK YOU

JAY PLETT ARCHITECT

ATTACHMENT 1
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street elevation 2.02.24
ATTACHMENT 2
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50 HERNANDEZ AVENUE 

Front Eleva�on Exhibit 

Approved Front Eleva�on 

Proposed Front Eleva�on

ATTACHMENT 3
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PREPARED BY: Sean Mullin, AICP 
 Senior Planner 
 
  

110 E. Main Street Los Gatos, CA 95030 ● 408-354-6874 
www.losgatosca.gov 

TOWN OF LOS GATOS                                          

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

REPORT 

MEETING DATE: 03/13/2024 

ITEM NO: 3  

 

   

 

DATE:   March 8, 2024 

TO: Historic Preservation Committee 

FROM: Joel Paulson, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: Requesting Approval for Construction of an Addition to an Existing Single-
Family Residence, an Accessory Structure with Reduced Side Yard Setbacks, 
Demolition of an Existing Accessory Dwelling Unit, Removal of a Large 
Protected Tree, and Site Improvements Requiring a Grading Permit on 
Property Zoned R-1:8.  Located at 323 Pennsylvania Avenue.  APN 510-43-
044.  Architecture and Site Application S-23-018.  Categorically Exempt 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301: Existing Facilities.  Property 
Owner: Megan Jellinek.  Applicant: Gary Kohlsaat, Kohlsaat & Associates, Inc.  
Project Planner: Sean Mullin. 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Requesting approval for construction of an addition to an existing single-family residence, an 
accessory structure with reduced side yard setbacks, demolition of an existing accessory 
dwelling unit (ADU), removal of a large protected tree, and site improvements requiring a 
grading permit on property zoned R-1:8, located at 323 Pennsylvania Avenue. 
 
PROPERTY DETAILS:  

 
1. Date primary structure was built:  1928 per County Assessor’s Database; 1930s per Anne 

Bloomfield Survey 
2. Town of Los Gatos Historic Status Code:  +, historic and intact or worthy of special note.   
3. Does property have an LHP Overlay?  No 
4. Is structure in a historic district?  No 
5. If yes, is it a contributor?  N/A 
6. Findings required?  No 
7. Considerations required?  Yes 
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SUBJECT: 323 Pennsylvania Avenue/S-23-018 
DATE: March 8, 2024 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
On May 23, 2023, the Committee conducted a preliminary review of a proposal to demolish 
portions of the residence behind the front façade and construct additions to the residence, 
including a new second story and a basement, a new detached garage with reduced setbacks, 
and a swimming pool.  The Committee discussed the preliminary plans and provided 
recommendations to the applicant for project revisions.   
 
An Architecture and Site application for the project was submitted to the Town on July 24, 
2023.  The development plans provided with the application were consistent with those 
presented during the preliminary review and the applicant responded to all recommendations 
of the Committee.  On October 25, 2023, the Committee recommended approval of the 
Architecture and Site application.  The application was deemed complete in November 2023, 
and scheduled for the January 2, 2024, Development Review Committee (DRC) meeting.  Prior 
to the DRC hearing, the applicant contacted staff requesting that the application be continued 
to a date uncertain to allow time for project revisions. 
 
A revised project was submitted to the Town on February 15, 2024.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The revised project includes demolition of portions of the residence behind the front façade 
and construction of single-story additions to the residence, including a new basement 
(Attachment 3).  The previously proposed second-story addition has been removed from the 
project.  The other components of the revised proposal remain consistent to the previous 
iteration and include demolition of an existing carport, demolition of a permitted ADU, 
construction of a detached garage with reduce side yard setbacks, removal of a large protected 
tree, and site work requiring a Grading Permit.   
 
The revised development plans show that the front façade of the residence would remain, 
along with portions of the right-side elevation (Attachment 3).  Along with the interior walls, 
the rear and left-side exterior walls behind the front porch would be demolished.  Additions to 
the ground floor would expand the existing footprint of the residence along the left and rear 
elevations.  A loggia is proposed at the rear of the residence, covered by a flat roof.  A new 
partial basement is proposed with lightwells located on the left and right-side elevations. 
 
The proposed residence would continue to maintain and reinforce the existing Mediterranean 
Revival architectural style with exterior materials including smooth stucco siding, two-piece clay 
barrel tile roof, copper roofing on a bay window projection, divided lite wood windows, stucco 
moulding, copper gutters, and wrought iron guardrails at the lightwells.  The existing 
rectangular windows on the front elevation include arched reliefs and wood sills.  The project 
plans show that the smaller window would be replicated and repeated on both sides of the  
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SUBJECT: 323 Pennsylvania Avenue/S-23-018 
DATE: March 8, 2024 
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DISCUSSION (continued): 
 
front window, which would be replaced with an arched-top window to match the form of the 
existing arched relief.  The two circular reliefs above the porch entry would remain and new 
gable-end vents with iron grills would be located on the front, rear, and left side elevations.   
 
Consistent with the previous iteration of the project, the applicant also proposes construction 
of a new detached two-car garage located in the southern corner of the property.  The form 
and materials of the garage would match those of the residence.  Lastly, a new swimming pool 
is proposed behind the residence. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
The applicant is requesting a recommendation of approval for construction of additions to an 
existing single-family residence, an accessory structure with reduced side yard setbacks, 
demolition of an existing ADU, removal of a large protected tree, and site improvements 
requiring a grading permit.  Should the Committee find merit in the request, the 
recommendation would be forwarded to the Community Development Director and the 
application would continue through the Architecture and Site process.  The project would not 
return to the Committee.  
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
A. Considerations 
 

Sec. 29.80.290. Standards for review.  
In evaluating applications, the deciding body shall consider the architectural style, design, 
arrangement, texture, materials and color, and any other pertinent factors.  Applications 
shall not be granted unless: 

 
       For pre-1941 structures, the proposed work will neither adversely affect the exterior 

architectural characteristics or other features of the property which is the subject of 
the application.  

 
B. Residential Design Guidelines  

 
Section 3.9 of the Town’s Residential Design Guidelines offers recommendations for the 
construction of additions to existing residences (Attachment 2).  
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SUBJECT: 323 Pennsylvania Avenue/S-23-018 
DATE: March 8, 2024 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Letter of Justification 
2. Section 3.9, Residential Design Guidelines 
3. Development Plan 
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Planning Department       February 26, 2024
Community Development Department, Town of Los Gatos
110 E. Main Street
Los Gatos, CA 95030

Re: The Jellinek Residence, 323 Pennsylvania Avenue
Project Description/ Letter of Justification

To Whom it May Concern:

On behalf of Megan Jellinek and her family, I am pleased to present this historic renovation and 
addition to the Town Of Los Gatos. The proposed project includes the remodel and addition of an 
historic single family residence. The project also includes the construction of a detached garage and 
swimming pool. This letter accompanies the submitted building plans and additional exhibits for the 
above referenced project, and contains descriptions of the property, it's history and the surrounding 
neighborhood.

EXISTING PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
The property is located in the Glen Ridge District on Pennsylvania Avenue just north of cross streets 
Fairview and Peralta.  Although this property is not within an established historic district, the home 
is classified as historic due to the date of its construction and its obvious historic character.  The 
Bloomfield survey describes the home as a Mediterranean Revival built in the 1930’s.  The home can 
also be characterized as a Mediterranean bungalow which features a single predominant gable end 
that faces the street with a flat roofed porch just tucked back from it on the left.  

The front gable features a large picture window with 2 casements at either side with divided lites and 
an arched recess at the top.  The porch is flanked with spiraling plaster columns with ionic capitals 
on the sides of the arched openings.  Circular recesses adorn the walls above the arches.  The eaves 
are very short with crown molding in plaster at the gable ends.  The home once had a clay barrel tile 
roof, but it has since been removed.  Some time after its construction a trellised porch was built at 
the rear.  The home is elevated above grade by a 3 to 4 feet which allows for a few small windows in 
the underfloor cellar space.

A detached accessory dwelling unit and carport are located at the rear accessed through a driveway 
to the left of the home, both of which are badly deteriorated.  Behind them lies a 20 foot wide 
easement once slated to become a large section of Laurel Avenue.  The first 3 homes on 
Pennsylvania and the home behind them on Fairview share access to the easement that was to be 
Laurel Avenue, but is now a shared driveway.  This property is at the end of that shared drive with no 
through access over it.  Laurel Avenue never came to be, but the easement remains on this property.  
An application for the abandonment of this easement by the Town for public utilities is being 
processed and due to be approved in August.  Private ingress/egress easements still remain on the 
property at this point, and the owner is actively pursuing their removal with the neighbors. 

51 University Avenue, Suite L  •  Los Gatos, CA 95030  •  408.395-2555

K O H L S A AT
& A S S O C I A T E S

A  R  C  H  I  T  E  C  T  U  R  E

ATTACHMENT 1
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323 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE,  PAGE  of 2 3

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED RESIDENCE
The proposed scope of work includes a main floor addition to the left and rear of the home. It also 
includes a fully finished basement. The front half of the roof will remain, and rear half will have 
taller ceilings with new roof framing.

From the very start the owner fell in love with the historic style of the home and made it her chief 
goal to preserve and enhance its character.  The front window will be replaced with another picture 
window of the same width that matches the shape of the arched top recess above it.  The tiny 
existing window on the left will be duplicated on the right.  Both of them will be enhanced with a 
wrought iron grill typical to the time period.  A small wrought iron decorative grill will be added at 
the top of the gable end facade and on all gable ends to further enhance this historic style.  The 
existing crown molding at the gable ends will be duplicated at the eaves with a new half round 
gutter.  The existing gutters are not historic.  And a new clay barrel tile roof will replace the current 
cap sheet roof.  

The front porch will be left alone entirely with its spiral plaster columns, arches, wrought iron railing 
and circular recesses, with the two exceptions.  We propose adding a small cap and trim piece to the 
parapet top above the porch to create a more finished look.  The front door currently faces the left 
side of the house, but it will be relocated to face the street.  It will have glass lites much like it does 
now and sidelites will be added.  At the rear, a new veranda is proposed that will also have spiral 
columns to match the front porch and the same parapet roof detail.  

A new basement is proposed that includes three bedroom suites and second living space.  The 
existing cellar is about 7 feet deep and unfinished.  Since the cellar is already mostly dug out, 
creating a new usable basement/foundation system is the logical solution.

LANDSCAPING AND SITE WORK
The property has a gentle slope uphill from front to back.  A very large redwood is located just to the 
left of the existing gravel driveway.  There are a few large oak trees and another redwood to the rear. 
In order to access the garage at the rear, a large oak tree and redwood will have to be removed.  A 
pool is also proposed.  The space between the house and new detached garage will be leveled out for 
usability.

At the front, an existing stacked stone retaining wall will be replaced with a low stucco wall and 
pedestrian gate that leads to the front door.  The driveway will be made of pavers and the new 
vehicular gate, as well as light well guardrails, will be made of wood and wrought iron.  

COMPLIANCE WITH THE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES
In addition to what was identified above, the proposed home specifically addresses the Residential 
Design Guidelines as follows:

SITE/ PLANNING:
§ The existing home will remain and additions to the main floor have been kept to a minimum.  
§ Perimeter trees have been kept to the fullest extent possible. 
§ Grading has been minimized as little additional ground floor, floor area is proposed.
§ Existing vehicle entrance reused to minimize disruption.

HARMONY/COMPATIBILITY:
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§ The style of the home will be preserved and enhanced.
§ The existing front facade will remain the same, with only minor enhancements.

SCALE AND MASS:
§ The raised portion of the roof is at the rear and is not visible from the street.
§ The existing massing as viewed from the front will remain the same.

EXTERIOR MATERIALS:
§ The stucco finish will be maintained and matched at the additions.  
§ The new clay barrel tile roof will bring back some of the original design intent of this 

Mediterranean home.  

ENERGY CONSERVATION:
§ The house will employ high quality dual glazed, low E wood windows, ultra-high 

performance insulation packages and high efficiency mechanical systems for heating, cooling 
and domestic hot water.

§ The house is oriented to take full advantage of cross ventilation practices.
§ Substantial amount of roof areas provide plenty of space for solar collectors.

PRIVACY:
§ The existing home sits about 9’-6” away from the right side property line and no additions 

are proposed to be any closer.  The left side addition is more than 16’ from the property line.
§ New trees and tall shrubs are proposed at each side of the home.

LANDSCAPING:
§ All proposed landscaping shall comply with the Town’s Landscaping Policies including the 

HDS&G section.
§ Proposed drought tolerant plants and landscape materials have been chosen to enhance both 

the architecture and the natural setting of the lot.

GEOLOGICAL:
§ There are no significant geological hazards that exist to prevent a safe and secure structure to 

be constructed on this site.  

CONCLUSION
The addition and remodel to this historic home has been conceived of from the beginning to respect 
the original architecture and preserve its character for generations to come.   We hope this home will 
enhance the neighborhood and follows the intent of the Residential Design Guidelines.

Sincerely,

Gary Kohlsaat
Architect  C19245
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Residential Design Guidelines
33

Town of Los Gatos
BUILDING DESIGN

3
3.8.3 Use traditional detailing

• Treat openings in walls as though they were constructed of
the traditional material for the style. For example, be sure to
provide substantial wall space above arches in stucco and
stone walls. Traditionally, wall space above the arch would
have been necessary to structurally span the opening, and
to make the space too small is inconsistent with the archi-
tectural style.

• Openings in walls faced with stone, real or synthetic, should
have defined lintels above the opening except in Mission or
Spanish Eclectic styles. Lintels may be stone, brick or wood
as suits the style of  the house.

• Treat synthetic materials as though they were authentic.
For example, select synthetic stone patterns that place the
individual stones in a horizontal plane as they would have
been in a load bearing masonry wall.

• Select roof  materials that are consistent with the traditional
architectural style (e.g., avoid concrete roof  tiles on a Crafts-
man Style house.)

3.8.4 Materials changes

• Make materials and color changes at inside corners rather
than outside corners to avoid a pasted on look.

3.9 ADDITIONS/ACCESSORY BUILDINGS/SECONDARY 
UNITS

• Site additions in the least conspicuous place. In many cases
this is a rear or side elevation - only rarely is it a rooftop.

• The existing built forms, components and materials should
be reinforced. Heights and proportions of  additions and
alterations should be consistent with and continue the
original architectural style and design.

• Additions should be subordinate, and compatible in scale
and proportion to the historically significant portions of
the existing structure.

• When an addition or remodel requires the use of  newly
constructed exterior elements, they should be identical in
size, dimension, shape and location as the original, and

Use stone or wood lintels over 
openings in stone walls

Additions, accessory buildings and secondary 
units should match the form, architectural 
style, and details of the original house

ATTACHMENT 2
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Residential Design Guidelines
34

Town of Los Gatos
BUILDING DESIGN

3
should utilize the same materials as the existing protected 
exterior elements.

• When an addition necessitates the removal of  architectural
materials, such as siding, windows, doors, and decorative
elements, they should be carefully removed and reused in
the addition where possible.

• The introduction of  window and door openings not char-
acteristic in proportion, scale, or style with the original
architecture is strongly discouraged (e.g., sliding windows or
doors in a structure characterized by double hung windows
and swinging doors).

• The character of  any addition or alteration should be in
keeping with and subordinate to the integrity of  the original
structure.

• The amount of  foundation exposed on the addition should
match that of  the original building.

• Do not add roof  top additions where the roof  is of  historic
significance.

• Second floor additions are discouraged in neighborhoods
with largely one story homes. If  horizontal expansion of
the house is not possible, consider incorporating a second
floor addition within the roof  form as shown in the example
to the left.

• Second floor additions which are not embedded within the
roof  form should be located to the rear of  the structure.

• The height and proportion of  an addition or a second story
should not dominate the original structure.

• Deck additions should be placed to the rear of  the struc-
ture only, and should be subordinate in terms of  scale and
detailing.

• New outbuildings, such as garages, should be clearly subor-
dinate to the main structure in massing, and should utilize
forms, materials and details which are similar to the main
structure.

• Garages should generally be located to the rear of  the lot
behind the rear wall of  the residence. One car wide access
driveways should be utilized.

Original structure

Addition incorporated into the roof 
successfully adds space while respecting the 
integrity of the existing house and the scale of 
the neighborhood

Placing a two story addition to the rear can 
minimize its impact on the historic resource 
and the scale of the neighborhood
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COVER SHEET

EXISTING PHOTOS

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN & STREETSCAPES

SITE PLAN & LANDSCAPE PLAN

CIVIL COVER SHEET

CONSTRUCTION BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

EXISTING TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY & DEMOLITION PLAN

GRADING & DRAINAGE PLAN

EROSION CONTROL PLAN

AS-BUILT/DEMO FLOOR PLAN & ROOF PLAN

AS-BUILT/DEMO ELEVATIONS & DEMO CALCULATIONS

PROPOSED MAIN & LOWER FLOOR PLAN

PROPOSED ROOF PLAN

PROPOSED FRONT & LEFT ELEVATIONS

PROPOSED REAR & RIGHT ELEVATIONS

CROSS SECTIONS

GARAGE PLANS

SHADOW STUDIES

PROJECT DATA
PROJECT ADDRESS:

OWNER:

APN#:
ZONING:

OCCUPANCY GROUP:
CONSTRUCTION TYPE:

GROSS & NET SITE AREA:
AVERAGE SLOPE:

ALLOWABLE F.A.R.- RESIDENCE:

ALLOWABLE F.A.R.- GARAGE:

ALLOWABLE BUILDING COVERAGE:
ALLOWABLE ACC. STR. COVERAGE:

323 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE
LOS GATOS, CA  95030

MEGAN JELLINEK

510-43-044
R-1:8

R-3/U
V-B / SPRINKLERED

9,002 SF
8.8%

.35 - [(9-5) X .20)]
 25

.32 X 9,002 = 2,881 SF

.10 - [(9-5) X .07]
 25

.089 X 9,002 = 801 SF

40% = 3,601 SF
15% OF BUILDABLE AREA
=15% OF 4,623 = 693 SF

FLOOR AREAS:

MAIN FLOOR 1,301 SF

BASEMENT 0 SF

EXISTING STRUCTURES
TO BE DEMOLISHED:

ADU
CARPORT

410 SF
219 SF

SITE AREAS:

RESIDENCE
COVERED PORCH & PATIOS
LIGHTWELLS
ADU
CARPORT/ DET. GARAGE
TOTAL BUILDING COVERAGE

PATIOS & PATHS
POOL & SPA
DRIVEWAY
TOTAL SITE COVERAGE

1,860 SF
367 SF
327 SF

0 SF
660 SF

3,214 SF

1,058 SF
557 SF
917 SF

5,746 SF

1,301 SF
127 SF

0 SF
410 SF

     219 SF
2,057 SF

70 SF
0 SF

       0 SF
2,127 SF

EXISTING PROPOSED

EXISTING ADDITION TOTAL

DETACHED GARAGE 0 SF

1,367 SF

660 SF

1,589 SF

660 SF

559 SF 1,860 SF

PROJECT DIRECTORY

ARCHITECT:
KOHLSAAT & ASSOCIATES
51 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, SUITE L
LOS GATOS, CA  95030

CIVIL ENGINEER:
HANNA-BRUNETTI
7651 EIGLEBERRY STREET
GILROY, CA  95020

SCOPE OF WORK
A REMODEL AND ADDITION OF A PRE-1941 SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENCE AND A NEW DETACHED GARAGE, WHICH INCLUDE
A NEW SECOND STORY & BASEMENT.  SCOPE INCLUDES 5
TOTAL BEDROOMS, 5½ BATHS, A GAME ROOM, AN OFFICE
AND A COVERED LOGGIA. ALSO INCLUDES SITE RETAINING
WALLS AND A POOL.  REQUESTING  REMOVAL OF 8
PROTECTED TREES, TWO OF WHICH ARE IN POOR
CONDITION.  4 UNPROTECTED TREES ARE ALSO PROPOSED
FOR REMOVAL.

NOTES

1. AN AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM WILL BE
INSTALLED THROUGHOUT, AS A DEFERRED SUBMITTAL.

SHEET INDEXVICINITY MAP

SITE

The Jellinek Residence
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