
 

 

 

 HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

MEETING AGENDA 

 

 7:00 PM - Monday, April 25, 2022  

 Via Videoconference  

Please Note: Per California Executive Order N-29-20, the Commissions will meet via 

teleconference only. Members of the Public may call (650) 242-4929 to participate in the conference 

call (Meeting ID: 148 403 6004 or via the web at: https://meetings.ringcentral.com/j/1484036004 

Members of the Public may only comment during times allotted for public comments. 

Public testimony will be taken at the direction of the Commission Chair and members of the public 

may only comment during times allotted for public comments. Members of the public are also 

encouraged to submit written testimony prior to the meeting at HCPublicComment@losaltosca.gov. 

Emails received prior to the meeting will be included in the public record. 

ESTABLISH QUORUM 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on the agenda. 

Please complete a "Request to Speak" form and submit it to the Staff Liaison. Speakers are generally 

given two or three minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission 

is unable to discuss or take action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. According to 

State Law (also known as “the Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda before any 

discussion or action. 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. City Council Attendee Assignment Schedule for 2022 

Approve the City Council Attendee Assignment Schedule for 2022. 

DISCUSSION 

2. Los Altos Historical Preservation Award 

Consider nominations for the 2022 Los Altos Historical Preservation Award. 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

3. Historic Plaque Program Update 

Receive a status update on the Historic Plaque Program. 

4. Margaret Thompson Essay Contest Update 

Receive a status update on the Margaret Thompson Essay Contest. 
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COMMISSIONERS' REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

ADJOURNMENT 

SPECIAL NOTICES TO PUBLIC 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Altos will make reasonable 

arrangements to ensure accessibility to  this meeting. If you need special assistance to participate in this 

meeting, please contact the City Clerk at least 48 hours prior to the meeting at (650) 947-2720. 

Agendas, Staff Reports and some associated documents for Historical Commission items may be viewed 

on the Internet at http://www.losaltosca.gov/meetings 

If you wish to provide written materials, please provide the Commission Staff Liaison with 10 copies of 

any document that you would like to submit to the Commissioners in order for it to become part of the 

public record. 

For other questions regarding the meeting proceedings, please contact the City Clerk at (650) 947-2720. 
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TO:   Historical Commission 
 
FROM: Jia Liu, Associate Planner 
  
SUBJECT: 2022 City Council Meeting Assignment Schedule  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review the City Council Meeting Assignment Schedule for 2022 
 

 
DISCUSSION 
  
Below are the City Council Assignments for this year:  
 

April 26, 2022  David Moore 

May 3, 2022  Margo Horn 

May 10, 2022  Russ Bartlett  

May 24, 2022 Larry Lang 

June 14, 2022  Kirk Paige 

June 28, 2022  Larry Lang 

July 12, 2022  

(only one regular meeting scheduled in July) 
Sepideh Zoufonoun 

August 23, 2022  David Moore 

*August 30, 2022  Margo Horn 

September 6, 2022  Russ Bartlett  

September 20, 2022  Larry Lang 

October 11, 2022  Kirk Paige 

October 25, 2022  Larry Lang 

November 15, 2022  Sepideh Zoufonoun 

November 29, 2022  David Moore 

*December 6, 2022  Margo Horn 

December 13, 2022 Russ Bartlett  

 
The dates with an asterisk deviate from the regular 2nd and 4th Tuesday meeting schedule. 
 

DATE: April 25, 2022 
 
AGENDA ITEM #1 
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A G E N D A  R E P O R T  
 

DATE: April 25, 2022 
 

AGENDA ITEM # 2 

TO:    Historical Commission 
 
FROM:   Nazaneen Healy, Associate Planner 
 
SUBJECT:   Historic Preservation Award 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    

 
Consider nominations for the 2022 Los Altos Historical Preservation Award 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Los Altos Historic Preservation Award was adopted by City Council Resolution on March 
13, 2012. The intent of the award is to recognize exemplary rehabilitation and preservation of 
historic properties, and individuals, groups or organizations in the community that exemplify 
the spirit of historic preservation in Los Altos. Nominees should demonstrate a dedication to 
historic preservation within at least one of the following criteria: 

 
1. Demonstration of pioneering or innovative efforts in historic preservation or education; 
2. Conformance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Historic Rehabilitation; 
3. Public benefit received (educational, beautification, advocacy, etc.); and/or 
4. Impact to the City of Los Altos. 

 
The purpose of the award is to encourage public knowledge, understanding and appreciation 
of the City’s past, and foster civic and neighborhood pride and sense of identity based upon 
the recognition and use of the City’s historic resources. If the Historical Commission finds that 
none of the nominees meet the above criteria, the Commission is not obligated to grant the 
Preservation award.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Staff received two nominations for the Historic Preservation Award. A nomination was received for 
the Los Altos Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
nominated by Ann Hepenstal (Attachment A) and a nomination for Anne Roberts and Dick Liewer, 
nominated by Gary Hedden (Attachment B).  
  
The Commission should consider the written evidence and oral testimony from members of the 
public before voting on the award recipient. The award recipient or their designee will be recognized 
with a Mayor’s Proclamation at a future City Council Meeting.  
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April 25, 2022 
Historic Preservation Award   Page 2 

Attachments: 
A. Los Altos Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 

Nomination 
B. Anne Roberts and Dick Liewer, Nomination 
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City of Los Altos 

 
2022 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD NOMINATION 

 
I am nominating _______________________________ for the 2022 Historic Preservation Award. 
 
Describe the reasons why the nominee should receive the Historic Preservation Award and how the 
nominee meets the following criteria: 

1. Demonstration of pioneering or innovative efforts in historic preservation or education. 
2. Conformance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Historic Rehabilitation.  
3. Public Benefit received (educational, beautification, advocacy, etc.). 
4. Impact to the City of Los Altos. 

                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                 
If applicable, submit copies of letters of commendation or any other supporting documentation (not required). Attach 
additional sheets as needed. 
 
Nominated by:           Date:      
 
In order to officially submit a nomination for the 2022 Historic Preservation Award, please submit 
one copy of all necessary documentation to the Historical Commission staff liaison Nazaneen Healy 
at nhealy@losaltosca.gov. Materials may also be submitted at City Hall, 1 North San Antonio Road, 
Los Altos, CA 94022. All nominations must be submitted by Thursday, April 21, 2022 at 12:00 
pm. 
 
At the April 25, 2022 meeting, the Historical Commission will hold a vote to determine the recipient 
of the 2022 Historic Preservation Award. The 2022 Historic Preservation Award winner will be 
recognized by the City Council with a proclamation at a future meeting.  

Los Altos Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution

Members of the Los Altos Chapter, National Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) researched the lives

 and history of early settlers in the Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, and Mountain View area. While history books usually focus on “famous people,”

 

 this project documented the lives of people who were in this area before 1900.  Some of the researchers chose to investigate 

the person who had owned the property where they now live, or a street or school named for an early resident. Others 

chose someone identified on maps or in other records, as long as the person was in the area and active before 1900.

As a “pandemic project," the researchers relied on materials accessible at home and online: maps, genealogy resources, internet 

articles, newspapers, books, and more. The project gave insight into the pioneering and entrepreneurial spirit that 

Ann Hepenstal April 15, 2022

 contributed to the commercial and civic evolution of the early San Francisco Bay Area. Thirty-five early 

settlers were profiled in one-page biographies written by 16 DAR member-authors.  These settlers include such "Los Altos names" 

(Springer School and Springer Rd). Copies of the book have been donated to Los Altos Library and the Family History Center.

as Cyrus Philbrick Berry (965 Berry Ave), Silas Blake Emerson, David L. Farnsworth (439 Rinconada Ct), and Elias Fulton Springer 
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Nazaneen Healy

From: Ann H. <annhep@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 14, 2022 1:16 PM
To: Nazaneen Healy
Cc: Martha Wallace; Donna M. Santistevan
Subject: nomination for Los Altos Historic Preservation Award
Attachments: historic_preservation_award_nomination_form_2022 - settlers project.pdf

I'm pleased to nominate the Los Altos Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) for the project Early Settlers of Old Los Altos/Mountain View, which 
resulted in an "electronic book" (PDF).  I've attached the completed nomination form, along with some 
supporting information/photos/articles. 
 
Please see here to view the "electronic book:"   
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zVCdPHDyjtAip4U8eUYO4Akr2xnsX-eS/view?usp=sharing 
 
To increase the impact on the Los Altos community and public access to this information, the Chapter 
has donated printed copies (plus an electronic version on thumbdrive) to the Los Altos History 
Museum, the Family History Library at Los Altos Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day 
Saints, Mountain View Historical Association (at the Mountain View Library), Santa Clara County 
Historical and Genealogical Society, and the Santa Clara County Library District - Los Altos Branch. 
An electronic version has also been donated to the Family Search Library to be added to their online 
catalog (familysearch.org) and to the Daughters of the American Revolution library. The Los Altos 
Town Crier ran photos on its front page covering the event where the chapter presented the books to 
the recipients. 
 
 
The California State Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution (CSSDAR) 
awarded the Settlers Project a Certificate of Historic Achievement at the 2022 State 
Conference. In addition, the State Historian featured the project in her committee poster 
display, and in her report to the conference. 
 
 
Project manager Martha Wallace received the "Special Project Award, Volunteer Information 
Specialist" at the CSSDAR 2022 State Conference, recognizing her innovative approach to using 
technology to run this project during the Covid-19 pandemic. She used Zoom coaching sessions, 
deplayed electronic templates to the authors for their profile write-ups, taught about databases and 
resources available online and more. 
 
 
Martha and I would be pleased to provide any additional information you may need, or to answer 
questions about the project. 
 
thanks and regards, 
Ann Hepenstal 
Los Altos resident 
cell 650-946-8298 
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Dear Historical Commissioners,  
 
 In 1977, the Historical Commission wisely decided to turn a property deeded to 
the City of Los Altos into a museum that would be open to the public, the J. 
Gilbert Smith House. Through the years, a dedicated group of grass-roots 
volunteers have worked with the City of Los Altos to turn that historic house into 
a true community asset.  
 
No group of volunteers has done more to fulfil the vision of the Historical 
Commission than those who run the school tour programs. They are the ones 
inspiring the next generation to appreciate our area’s history and heritage.  
 
Every year, thousands of local elementary school students visit the Museum, and 
it is often ranked as the students’ favorite field trip! They get to taste apricots, 
play with antique toys, step inside a tank house, and take on the roles of City 
Council members. These tours would never have been started, and could not be 
held today, without dedicated volunteers leading the children through these 
engaging educational “stations” that delve into specific and meaningful aspects 
of how people used to live in Los Altos pre-1960. 
 
For 2022, I wholeheartedly endorse the nomination of the two long-term leaders 
of that Education Committee who continue to this day teaching the area’s young 
people about our local history, Dick Liewer and Anne Roberts.  Their nomination 
will be appreciated by all the volunteers on the Education Committee as a 
recognition of their hard work. Anne and Dick helped the Committee re-imagine 
their role during the pandemic to keep reaching out to schools through online 
offerings, and this year, they have led the Committee to revamp their offerings 
again, as they step into the personas of historic characters.  
 
Anne and Dick also deserve special recognition for two specific activities of the 
Education Committee that they have personally invested in over the years. Dick 
Liewer, when he was chair of the committee, spearheaded the expansion of the 
tour to include 4th grade students, rather than just 3rd graders, and found topics 
that fit with 4th grade curriculum for that field trip. In doing so, he doubled the 
impact of the Museum on our community.  
 
Anne Roberts has been particularly invested in the Margaret Thomson Essay 
Contest, working closely with Historical Commissioners for well over a decade to 
make sure that contest for elementary school students is a success.  
 
Therefore, for both their vital leadership of the foundational Education 
Committee and for their individual contributions inspiring local school children 
to appreciate and love history, Anne Roberts and Dick Liewer deserve this award 
and the community’s recognition and appreciation.  
 
Thank you,  

 
 
 

Dr. Elisabeth I. Ward, Executive Director  

 
 
51 South San Antonio Road 
Los Altos, California 94022 
www.LosAltosHistory.org 
650.948.9427 
 
 
 
The Los Altos History Museum 
gathers and presents compelling 
stories and artifacts that bridge the 
past and the present by fostering 
the creative energy of staff and 
volunteers to challenge established 
narratives and produce engaging 
educational programs and exhibits 
for the community. 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Gary Hedden, President 
Larry Lang, 1st Vice President 
Nicole Andrews, 2nd Vice President 
Wayne Hooper, Treasurer 
Vicki Holman, Secretary 
Julia Lovin, Past President 
Gerri Acers John Beman  
Tyler Furuichi Catherine Greenberg 
Margo Horn Kuljeet Kalkat 
Janet Klinke Jan Thomas 
Alex Wang 
  
  
  
 
 

Staff 
Dr. Elisabeth Ward, Executive Director 
Georgianna Shea, Museum Educator 
Diane Holcomb, Director of Communication 
Jacqui Marchessini, Events Manager 
Jordan Grealish, Collection Specialist  
Farshad Fallah, Office Administrator 

 
 
 
 
The Los Altos History Museum’s 
legal name is the Association of  
the Los Altos Historical Museum;  
tax i.d. number 94-2542813. We are a 
501(c)(3) organization and your gifts are tax 
deductible.  
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Nazaneen Healy

From: Mary Lou Neumann <marylou351@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 9:08 AM
To: Public Comment - HC
Subject: Historical Preservation Award

I strongly recommend the Settlers Project for the 2022 Los Altos Historical Preservation 
Award. Not only did Martha Wallace donate numerous hours to the project but many other DAR 
members contributed to the wonderful historical book. It is a fabulous history of our area pre‐
1900. I also like that it is a compilation of numerous ladies’ efforts to document our local history. 
Thank you for considering this for the award. 
Mary Lou Neumann 
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Nazaneen Healy

From: Elizabeth Lilly <elilly@lillypadsite.com>
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 11:33 AM
To: Public Comment - HC
Subject: [External Sender]Support for the DAR Settlers Project

Honored Historical Commissioners, 
 

I am writing in support of the nomination of the  Los Altos Chapter of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution for your 2022 Los Altos Historical Preservation Award for 
the electronic book Early Settlers of Old Los Altos/Mountain 
View.   https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zVCdPHDyjtAip4U8eUYO4Akr2xnsX-eS/view?usp=sharing 

I am a member of the Los Altos DAR and I jumped at the invitation to participate in the “at 
home” project to compile a one page biography of a settler who lived here in the late 19th 
century.  Sixteen of us participated!  We began by selecting names from 1876 and 1889 maps of 
this area then known as the Fremont Township.   My eye fell on a tract of land known as the 
Madigan Subdivision because my own home is recorded in county maps as on a portion of lot 11 
of the estate of G. Madigan.  This is the area known today as the South Clark neighborhood 
between El Monte and Springer Roads.  History became personal.  I was fortunate to find the 
probate records of Garrett Madigan on line. His story led me to research the merchants he dealt 
with in old Mountain View and the buyer of the majority of his estate, David Farnsworth, whose 
home on Rinconada Ct. is one of our Historic Landmarks. 

Throughout the project we met several times to share our research and to learn from one 
another.  One of the strongest “take aways” was learning about the individuals who worked 
together build the community such as the neighbors who joined together to create a local bank 
which in turn provide the capital for further growth and development. 
 

In summary I hope you will recognize this project  because  

 it engaged 16 local contributors,  
 it covers a period of local history not previously well known,  
 it was produced for non‐profit educational purposes (It is available on‐line and at 
the History Museum, local libraries (Los Altos and Woodland) and at 
the local LDS Family History Center.) 

 and is not for sale ‐ it is a gift for the community. 

 

Elizabeth Lilly 
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435 San Luis Avenue 
Los Altos, Ca 94024 
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Nazaneen Healy

From: Juno Szalay <jupeli@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 5:50 PM
To: Public Comment - HC
Subject: Letter of Recommendation supporting the nomination of the Settlers Project for the 2022 Los Altos 

Historical Preservation Award from the Historical Commission

Hi,  
I would like to support the nomination of the Settlers Project for the 2022 Los Altos Historical 
Preservation Award from the Historical Commission. The Los Altos Chapter of the National Daughters 
of the American Revolution have researched 35 early settlers to the Los Altos/Mountain View area 
and compiled them as a downloadable book,  Early Settlers of Old Los Altos/Mountain View which 
has been nominated for the award. I am writing to support this nomination in tonight's meeting.  
Thank you,  
Juno  

Juno Szalay 
JuPeLi@comcast.net 
(650) 796-9165 
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Nazaneen Healy

From: Dee Miller <contactdee@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 5:15 PM
To: Public Comment - HC
Subject: Historical Preservation Award vote

I would like to g on record as supporting the DAR Settlers Project for this Historical Preservation Award.  It truly met not 
only all the requirements, but was a unique project and entry, and the historical detail it entails, is now available to not 
only Los Altos residents, but our school children and all users of our libraries and research venues! An amazing resource 
available for years to come!  thank you for your consideration .  Dee Miller  1211 miguel ave los altos  94024 

23

Agenda Item 2.



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
TO:   Historical Commission 
 
FROM: Jia Liu, Associate Planner 
  
SUBJECT: 2022 Historical Plaque Program Updates 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review the Historical Plaque Program updates for 2022 
 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City adopted a Historic Plaque Program in 2013 to recognize properties and structures listed 
on the Historical Resource Inventory (HRI) to further the City’s goals of community outreach and 
education about Los Altos History. Since 2015, staff from the Planning Division has sent letters 
each year to homeowners if interested in participating in the program. Upon the homeowners’ 
requests, more than 50 properties on the HRI list have received the historical plagues that were 
purchased by the City.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Below are the requests for the 2022 Historical Plaque Program: 
 

Historic Landmark 347 1st Street 1941 

Historic Landmark 571 Cherry Ave 1929 

Historic Resource 331 South El Monte Avenue 1910 

Historic Resource 604 Milverton 1916 

 
 

DATE: April 25, 2022 
 
AGENDA ITEM #3 
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