
 

  

 

 LIBRARY COMMISSION SPECIAL 

MEETING AGENDA 

 

 6:30 PM - Thursday, January 09, 2025  

 Los Altos Community Center - Sequoia Room  

PARTICIPATION: Members of the public may participate by being present at the Los Altos 

Community Center Sequoia Room located at 97 Hillview Avenue Los Altos, CA 94022 during the 

meeting. Public comment is accepted in person at the physical meeting location, or via email 

to LCpubliccomment@losaltosca.gov. 

REMOTE MEETING OBSERVATION: Members of the public may view the meeting via the link 

below but will not be permitted to provide public comment via Zoom. Public comment will be taken in- 

person, and members of the public may provide written public comment by following the instructions 

below. 

Telephone: 1-669-444-9171 | Zoom Webinar ID: 826 2176 3191 | Passcode: 825400 

https://losaltosca-gov.zoom.us/s/82621763191?pwd=Y69U1ln29zyvMR5LGb2vvI95HWW8L9.1 

SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS: Verbal comments can be made in-person at the public hearing or 

submitted in writing prior to the meeting. Written comments can be mailed or delivered in person to the 

City Clerk’s Office or emailed to LCpubliccomment@losaltosca.gov.  

Correspondence must be received by 2 PM on the day of the meeting to ensure distribution prior to the 

meeting. Comments provided after 2 PM will be distributed the following day and included with public 

comment in the packet. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

ESTABLISH QUORUM 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Members of the audience may bring to the Commission's attention any item that is not on the agenda. 

Please complete a "Request to Speak" form and submit it to the Staff Liaison. Speakers are generally 

given two or  three minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Please be advised that, by law, the Commission 

is unable to discuss or take action on issues presented during the Public Comment Period. According to 

State Law (also known as “the Brown Act”) items must first be noticed on the agenda before any 

discussion or action. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Minutes: Approve minutes of the regular meeting of October 3, 2024 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION 
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2. Recognize Outgoing NCLA Board Member Cindy Hill 

3. Discuss Joint Meeting with City Council and Commission Work Plan 

4. Discuss Commission Presence 

5. Review Preliminary Woodland Library Patio Drawings 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

STAFF REPORTS 

6. Receive 2025 Commission Update Training 

7. Receive report from Santa Clara County Library District 

8. Receive report from Main Library Staff 

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

POTENTIAL FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

ADJOURNMENT 

SPECIAL NOTICES TO PUBLIC 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and California Law, it is the policy of the City of 

Los Altos to offer its programs, services and meetings in a manner that is readily accessible to everyone, 

including individuals with disabilities. If you are a person with a disability and require information or 

materials in an appropriate alternative format; or if you require any other accommodation, please contact 

department staff. Advance notification within this guideline will enable the City to make reasonable 

arrangements to ensure accessibility. The City ADA Coordinator can be reached at (650) 947-2607 or by 

email: ada@losaltosca.gov. 

Agendas, Staff Reports and some associated documents for Library Commission items may be viewed on 

the Internet athttps://www.losaltosca.gov/librarycommission. 

If you wish to provide written materials, please provide the Commission Staff Liaison with 10 copies of 

any document that you would like to submit to the Commissioners in order for it to become part of the 

public record. For other questions regarding the meeting proceedings, please contact the City Clerk at (650) 

947-2720. 
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  LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING   

 

MINUTES  
 
6:30 PM – Thursday, October 3, 2024 

Los Altos Community Center Sequoia Room 

  

  

ESTABLISH QUORUM   

Vice Chair Bedard called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm  

  

Present: Vice Chair Bedard; Commissioners Carter, Morris, and Crane 

  

Absent: Chair Fawcett 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

  

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  

Public Comment: None 

  

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Minutes: Approve minutes of the special meeting of September 16, 2024 

 

Public Comment: None  

 

Action: Commissioner Morris moved that the Commission accept the minutes of the regular 

meeting of August 1, 2024 as written.  Vice Chair Bedard seconded the motion.  

Approve: Bedard, Crane, Carter, Morris 

Oppose: 

Abstain: 

Absent: Fawcett 

Motion passed: 4-0-1-0 

 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION/ACTION  

  

2. Commission Reorganization: Reorganize to select a Chair and Vice Chair to serve through 

September 2025 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Action: Commissioner Crane moved that the Commission appoint Vice Chair Bedard as Chair.  

Commissioner Carter seconded the motion.  

Approve: Bedard, Crane, Carter, Morris 
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Oppose: 

Abstain: 

Absent: Fawcett 

Motion passed: 4-0-1-0 

 

Action: Commissioner Crane moved that the Commission appoint Commissioner Morris as Vice 

Chair.  Vice Chair Bedard seconded the motion.  

Approve: Bedard, Crane, Carter, Morris 

Oppose: 

Abstain: 

Absent: Fawcett 

Motion passed: 4-0-1-0 

 

3. Recommend North County Library Authority approve initial funding of $128,765 to City 

of Los Altos for Main Library Design Improvements and recommend Los Altos City 

Council award contract to Anderson Brule Architects in amount of $128,765 for Main 

Library Design Improvements 

 

Public Comment: Freddie Wheeler 

 

Action: Commissioner Crane moved that the Commission recommend approval of initial 

funding and award contract to Anderson Brule Architects for Main Library Design 

Improvements.  Commissioner Carter seconded the motion.  

Approve: Bedard, Crane, Carter, Morris 

Oppose: 

Abstain: 

Absent: Fawcett 

Motion passed: 4-0-1-0 

 

4. Review 2025 Library Commission Work Plan 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Action: Vice Chair Bedard moved that the Commission approve the 2025 Library Commission 

Work Plan.  Commissioner Crane seconded the motion.  

Approve: Bedard, Crane, Carter, Morris 

Oppose: 

Abstain: 

Absent: Fawcett 

Motion passed: 4-0-1-0 

 

5. Discuss Commission Presence and establish Ad-Hoc Subcommittee if necessary 

 

Public Comment: None 
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Action: Vice Chair Bedard moved that the Commission establish an Ad-Hoc Subcommittee on 

Commission Presence consisting of Commissioners Crane and Morris that will disband upon 

final report to the commission.  Commissioner Crane seconded the motion.  

Approve: Bedard, Crane, Carter, Morris 

Oppose: 

Abstain: 

Absent: Fawcett 

Motion passed: 4-0-1-0 

 

6. Discuss Woodland Library Patio and establish Ad-Hoc Subcommittee if necessary 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Action: None 

 

7. Discuss Library Commission Representative on North County Library Authority 

 

Public Comment: Cindy Hill 

 

Action: Commissioner Crane moved that the Commission appoint Vice Chair Bedard to the 

North County Library Authority Board.  Commissioner Morris seconded the motion.  

Approve: Bedard, Crane, Carter, Morris 

Oppose: 

Abstain: 

Absent: Fawcett 

Motion passed: 4-0-1-0 

 

8. Review Draft Santa Clara County Library District Library Programs and Events Policy 

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Action: None 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS ONLY 

 

STAFF REPORTS 

 

9. Receive report from Santa Clara County Library District 

 

10. Receive report from Main Library Staff 

  

COMMISSIONER REPORTS 
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 REQUEST FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

Vice Chair Bedard adjourned the meeting at 7:46 pm. 
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LIBRARY COMMISSION 
AGENDA REPORT SUMMARY 

 

  

Meeting Date: January 9, 2025 

Subject Discuss Joint Meeting with City Council and Commission Work Plan 

 

Prepared by:  Anthony Carnesecca, Assistant to the City Manager 

 

Attachment(s):   

1. Approved 2025 Library Commission Work Plan 

 

Purpose 

Discuss Joint Meeting with City Council and Commission Work Plan 

 

Discussion 

At the October 3, 2024 meeting, the Library Commission adopted the attached work plan.  This 

work plan includes a detailed calendar outlining the planned topics for discussion based upon 

priorities in the work plan. 

 

Along with other commissions, the Library Commission will be meeting with the City Council to 

review their work plan on February 11, 2025. 
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Goal Projects Anticipated 
Completion

Priority Source Status Assignment Notes

Improve 
infrastructure

Improvements to main library building* Summer 2025 City Council - Asset 
Management

In Progress

City staff in 
collaboration 

with 
Commission

City staff has identified design 
firm through RFP. Library 

Commission recommended 
award of money from NCLA 

and contract from City Council.

Improve 
services

Research new services, programs, and events for library* Spring 2025 Powers and Duties In Progress

Through Commission work, 
County purchased six sensory 

headsets for pilot program that 
will be evaluated in Spring 

2025. Explore other 
opportunities to create new 

services and programs.

Explore targeted outreach to seniors, youth, and general public* Fall 2025 In Progress

Explore other ways that the 
library can provide targeted 
services for key population 

groups.

Improve the Commission's presence Spring 2025 In Progress Ad-Hoc 
Subcommittee

Ad-Hoc Subcommittee was 
established at October 2024 
meeting and will present in 

January 2025.

Host community events at library Summer 2025 In Progress Ad-Hoc 
Subcommittee

Night at the Library Ad-Hoc 
Subcommittee is working with 

Library staff to coordinate 
event in new year. Providing 

feedback on Santa Clara 
County Library District Event 

Policy.

Enhance 
partnerships

Attend meetings for external community organizations Ongoing Powers and Duties In Progress

Commission liaisons are 
regularly attending external 
organization meetings and 

reporting back to Commission.

*Aligns with County Library Strategic Plan

2025 Los Altos Library Commission Work Plan

Increase 
awareness

Powers and Duties
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January 9 February March 6 April May 1 June
Joint Meeting No meeting Night at the Library No meeting Night at the Library No meeting

Commission Update
Main Library 

Improvements
Main Library 

Improvements
Woodland Library 

Patio
Sensory Headsets 
Pilot Next Steps

Work Plan

Commission Presence
Targeted Outreach for 

Youth
Work Plan

Cindy Hill Recognition

July August 7 September 4 October 2 November December

No meeting Commission Presence Work Plan
Election of Chair/ Vice 

Chair
No meeting No meeting

Main Library 
Improvements

Future Event Planning
Main Library 

Improvements
Targeted Outreach for 

Youth
Targeted Outreach

Work Plan

2025 Los Altos Library Commission Calendar
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LIBRARY COMMISSION 
AGENDA REPORT SUMMARY 

 

  

Meeting Date: January 9, 2025 

Subject Discuss Commission Presence 

 

Prepared by:  Julie Crane & Michelle Morris, Commission Presence Ad-Hoc Subcommittee 

 

Purpose 

Discuss Commission Presence 

 

Discussion 

The Library Commission's Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Commission Presence proposes the 

following strategies to enhance recognition of the Commission's work. By increasing 

visibility, these efforts will raise public awareness of the Commission's impact and encourage 

more people to consider joining as members. 

 

Greater Commission Visibility in the Library 

Other libraries provide pictures of their Library Commission in the Library. For example, 

the Cupertino Library has the following on their entrance wall: 
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In addition, Cupertino includes Library Commission Biographies on their website. 

Displaying photographs of city commission members is important because it fosters 

transparency, accountability, and a personal connection with the community. Seeing the 

faces behind decision-making humanizes the commission, making it more approachable and 

relatable to residents. It reinforces trust by showing that the members are accessible and 

invested in serving the public. 

 

Additionally, photographs can help residents identify commission members during events or 

meetings, promoting more meaningful engagement and dialogue. Finally, it serves as a 

reminder of the important work the Commission does and may encourage residents to 

consider volunteering when positions become available. 

 

Recognition of the Commission's Work 

 

The Commission brought several ideas to completion and yet this effort is hidden in 

minutes. Some of the projects that the Commission brought into being include: 

• Curb-Side Drop Off 

• Tech Lending: Noise Canceling Headphones 

• NCLA Funds for County Strategic Initiatives 

Currently there is no visible placard acknowledging the work of the Commission with 

respect to these projects. Including placards to recognize projects created by the Library 

Commission highlights its contributions and reinforces its role in enhancing library 

services. Placards serve as a visible acknowledgment of the commission's efforts, 

increasing public awareness and appreciation of its impact. They provide an opportunity to 

educate visitors about the projects' origins and significance, fostering transparency and 

accountability. Recognizing the commission's work also boosts its credibility, strengthens 

community trust, and inspires support for future initiatives. These markers celebrate 

accomplishments while ensuring the commission's contributions are remembered and 

valued. 

 

Yearly Summaries of Commission Achievements 

 

Summarizing its achievements at the end of the year can help the Library Commission 

demonstrate transparency, build trust, and showcase its impact on the community. Some 
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examples of the Commission's work this year include: 

 

• Successfully transitioned to a five member Board and the City's guidance on Ad-Hoc 

Subcommittees for Targeted Outreach; 

• Commissioner Morris revisited a 2022 proposal from Commissioners Bedard and 

Crane that we implement a program to lend noise cancelling Headphones. 

Commissioner Morris worked with Rose Baiza, Community Librarian, to 

implement a Sensory Headset Pilot Project to provide noise reducing / canceling 

headsets to accommodate for those with sensory needs. 

 

• Commissioners Bedard and Crane, as members of the Library Improvements Ad-Hoc 

Subcommittee, continued to advocate for library improvements resulting in the City 

of Los Altos accepting the North County Library Authority funds for library 

improvements and awarding a Contract for Main Library Improvements Project to 

Anderson Brule Architects on December 10, 2024. 

• Commissioners Fawcett and Carter began discussions with Rose Baiza, 

Community Librarian regarding a "Night at the Library" event tentatively 

scheduled for 2025. 

 

Reminding ourselves and the public about our accomplishments celebrates successes, boosts 

morale, and fosters civic pride while providing a foundation for strategic planning and future 

goal-setting. A year-end summary engages stakeholders, strengthens relationships, and 

raises the commission's visibility, inspiring public support and participation. Additionally, it 

serves as a historical record and a tool for reflecting on progress, ensuring accountability 

and driving continuous improvement. 

 

Participation by Commission Members in Library Events 

 

Library commission members participating in library events fosters stronger connections 

with the community, increases the visibility of the commission, and demonstrates their 

commitment to supporting the library's mission. Their presence helps raise awareness about 

library initiatives, builds relationships with patrons, and provides opportunities for direct 

feedback from the community. Participation also allows commission members to better 

understand library operations and the needs of users, enabling them to advocate more 

effectively for resources and programs. Engaging with events can inspire public trust, 

encourage collaboration, and enhance the overall impact of the library within the 
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community. Participation could include children's readings and attendance at public 

events. 

 

Engaging with Residents to Understand Their Needs 

 

The Library Commission should serve as a conduit to the community, actively engaging with 

residents to understand their needs and communicate important information back to them. 

The Commission should invite residents to provide feedback on initiatives they would like to 

see in the library so that Commissioners may consider proposals. 

 

Feedback Box and Digital Option 

Place a physical feedback box in a visible area of the library, equipped with forms and pens 

to share suggestions. Alternatively, or in addition, create a digital feedback form accessible 

via a QR code prominently displayed in the library. This QR code can link to an online 

form, making it easy to submit their ideas. 

Real-Time and Ongoing Recognition 

In addition to yearly summaries and recognition, implementing real-time and ongoing 

acknowledgment strategies can further enhance the visibility of the Library Commission's 

contributions: 

• Immediate Acknowledgment of Contributions: 

Use signage to highlight Commission-supported projects or services as they are 

implemented. For example: "This Curbside Drop-Off Service is supported by the Library 

Commission." 

Always have a signature branding like “supported by the Library Commission” for every 

achievement. 

• Social Media Shootouts: 

Share posts on the library's social media platforms immediately following milestones, 

launches, or events. For example: "Noise-reducing headphones are here! Thanks to the 

Library Commission for their support in making this happen." 
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• Public Event Recognition: 

Verbally acknowledge the Commission's role during library events or in event materials 

(presentation slides), such as flyers or programs. 

• Creating Dynamic Displays in the Library: 

Create a small, rotating display within the library featuring recent initiatives and projects 

made possible by the Commission, keeping these accomplishments. 

• Individual Business Cards for Visibility 

Providing business cards for Library Commission members enhances visibility and 

professionalism by: 

o Facilitating connections during events and community meetings, 

o Encouraging collaboration with local organizations and partners, and 

o Demonstrating accessibility with contact details for feedback. 

 

Thank you. 
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LIBRARY COMMISSION 
AGENDA REPORT SUMMARY 

 

  

Meeting Date: January 9, 2025 

Subject Review Preliminary Woodland Library Patio Drawings 

 

Prepared by:  Anthony Carnesecca, Assistant to the City Manager 

 

Attachment(s):   

1. Preliminary Woodland Library Patio Drawings Presentation 

 

Purpose 

Review Preliminary Woodland Library Patio Drawings 

 

Discussion 
In March 2022, the Library Commission Infrastructure Subcommittee presented a report on the 

Woodland Library Patio Project that had a conceptual framework of proposed programs and 

amenities for the outdoor space at Woodland Library.  The Infrastructure Subcommittee was 

directed to continue working on the project. 

 

In December 2022, the Library Commission unanimously approved the Woodland Expanded 

Patio Project as presented. 

 

After that approval, the Infrastructure Subcommittee provided the general proposal for a 

Woodland Expanded Patio Project to the Los Altos Library Endowment to explore funding 

opportunities.  It was determined that this project would wait until after a Main Library Patio 

project. 

 

In August 2024, the Los Altos Library Endowment was made aware of a native plant garden 

project in the proposed area for the Woodland Library Patio so the Los Altos Library 

Endowment team gathered that group and key library stakeholders to discuss how the two 

projects could work together moving forward. 

 

At the September 16 meeting, the Library Commission received an update on the project from 

Chair Fawcett who provided a summary of actions to date.  Vice Chair Bedard recommended, 

with a second from Commissioner Carter, to have this as a potential Ad-Hoc Subcommittee 

discussion for the October 3 meeting. 

 

At the October 3, 2024 meeting, the Library Commission received another update on the project 

from City staff. The Library Commission did not create an Ad-Hoc Subcommittee on this topic. 

 

15

Agenda Item 5.



 
 

 
            

 
  Page 2 

At the January 9, 2025 meeting, the Los Altos Library Endowment is seeking any additional 

feedback on this project as they continue to develop the plans for the space. Attached to this staff 

report are the preliminary drawings created by Los Altos Library Endowment for feedback. 
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Woodland Branch Expanded Patio Project

The Los Altos Library Endowment
(LALE) Presentation for the

Library Commission
January 9, 2025
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Existing patio

• The existing patio is located at the rear of the library building and has one picnic table, one bench and two small chess tables with seating
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LOCATION OF EXPANDED PATIO AREA
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WOODLAND EXPANDED PATIO 
AND NATIVE PLANT TEACHING GARDEN
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NATIVE PLANT AREA DESIGN - TBD
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EXPANDED PATIO PLAY AREA

LIBRARY STAFF AND LIBRARY PATRON/COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS’ FEEDBACK DEMONATRATED THAT GAME AREA WITH 
ARTIFICIAL TURF AND LARGE OUTDOOR GAMES ARE HIGHLY DESIRED FEATURES OF EXPANDED PATIO
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SMALLER FURNITURE ALLOWS MORE FLEXIBILITY

LIBRARY STAFF AND LIBRARY PATRON/COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS’ FEEDBACK DEMONSTRATED THAT 
ROUND TABLES THAT ACCOMMODATE 4-6 PEOPLE WOULD PROVIDE MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY FOR PROGRAMS 23
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EXPANDED PATIO WOULD CONNECT WITH EXISTING PATIO 
– DCG SURFACE WOULD BE AT THE SAME LEVEL AS EXISTING PATIO PAVERS

24
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MOVEABLE UMBRELLAS WOULD PROVIDE MOST 
FLEXIBLE SHADE COVERINGS
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PATHWAY ON FAR RIGHT WOULD BE WIDER TO ACCOMMODATE 
SMALL TRUCKS AND EMT VEHICLES
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SITE OF NEW ARCHWAY THAT WILL GUIDE PATRONS TO THE NEW 
OFFERINGS AT THE LIBRARY – THE NATIVE PLANT TEACHING GARDEN 

AND THE EXPANDED PATIO
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ARCHWAY 

ARCHWAY WILL BE TALL ENOUGH AND WIDE ENOUGH TO ALLOW SMALL TRUCKS AND EMT VEHICLES ACCESS.
THERE WILL BE ACCOMMODATION  FOR LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY NOTICES  AND  ATTRIBUTION PLAQUES 28

Agenda Item 5.



Anthony Carnesecca

Staff Liaison

Library 
Commission 
Updates
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Library Commission

The Library Commission shall:
A.  Serve as the principal liaison between the City Council of Los Altos and Los Altos Hills 
and the Santa Clara County Library District, and the various community entities that help 
to fund the library branches, including, but not limited to, the North County Library 
Authority, the Los Altos Library Endowment and the Friends of the Los Altos Library;

B. Review the Los Altos Library programs, services and facilities, and make 
recommendations to the Council, the City Manager and/or County and Community 
Librarians as appropriate, for additions or modifications thereof;

C. Conduct community outreach regarding the library facilities, programs and services, 
and report back to the Council and/or the County and Community Librarians as 
appropriate;
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Library Commission

The Library Commission shall:
D. Perform such other tasks as may be expressly requested of it by the City Council; 

E. Serve as a forum for community input and engagement;

F. Submit an annual report to the Council; and

G. Perform other tasks and duties as assigned by the Council.
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Election of Chair and Vice Chair

• Commission appoints Chair and Vice Chair annually at the first 
meeting in October.

• No member of a Commission may serve consecutive terms as the 
chair so they must change annually
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Attendance and Participation

• Majority of members required in person for meeting to take place

• Commissioners must attend 75% of regularly scheduled meetings

• Commissioner must let liaison know at least one week in advance of 
meeting that they will attend remotely
• Commissioners may attend no more than 20% of meetings remotely
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Reporting

6

• Commissions provide a workplan for approval to Council in 1st

Quarter of each calendar year

• Commissions provide an annual plan to Council at joint meeting
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Work Plan

7

2025 Los Altos Commission Work Plan

Goal Projects
Anticipated 
Completion

Priority Source Status Assignment Notes

Overarching 
goal for 

Commission

Name of 
Project

When project 
is planned for 

review

Where this 
project comes 

from

What is 
the 

current 
status

Who has 
been 

assigned

Further information 
that will be useful to 

know

35

Agenda Item 6.



Work Calendar

2025 Los Altos Commission Calendar

January February March April May June
Insert items 

from work plan

July August September October November December
No meetings No meetings
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Ad Hoc Subcommittees

• Must be Ad Hoc, cannot be standing

• A Commission may appoint Ad Hoc subcommittees, consisting of less 
than a majority of the body, to work on specific tasks. Ad Hoc 
subcommittees should be focused on one specific topic and shall not 
last more than one year.

• Ad Hoc Subcommittees must comply with all aspects of the Brown 
Act, but do not require meetings to be posted or staff support.
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Ad Hoc Subcommittees

• Must have specific topic and timeframe

• Cannot be an area of continuing jurisdiction

• Cannot be established in multiple years

• Must report findings out to full Commission

• Commissioners can only serve on one subcommittee at a time

10 38
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Ad Hoc Subcommittees

The motion of establishment must include that the Ad Hoc Subcommittee: 

1. Is comprised solely of members of the Commission establishing the Ad Hoc 
Subcommittee, 

2. Consists of less than a quorum of the Commission, 

3. Includes a defined purpose and the timeframe to accomplish that purpose and 
is less than one year in duration, 

4. Will automatically terminate when a final report is given to the Commission, or 
when the timeframe established by the Commission is met, unless extended by 
the Commission at a public meeting, 

5. Will not be re-established or renewed in multiple years, and 

6. Is advisory in nature and is not established to work on an item where 
continuing jurisdiction exists

11 39

Agenda Item 6.



Current Ad Hoc Subcommittees

• Night at the Library
• Fawcett

• Carter

• Commission Presence in Library
• Crane

• Morris
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Working Pairs

• Unlike Ad Hoc Subcommittees which require a formal approval and 
are limited in time duration and scope, the Commission may assign 
Commissioners into working groups to provide research, information, 
fact gathering, prioritizing, or other activities related to the 
Commissions work plan.

• Working groups may consist of 1 or 2 Commissioners who are able to 
meet to discuss topics of interest to the Commission, prior to 
reporting back at an open meeting to the full Commission.

• The Commission may take action on the report or simply receive it.
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Working Pairs

• Working groups are designed to allow Commissions to work in a more 
flexible manner, to respond to requests, initiatives, or direction from 
Council, or to move work plans forward.

• There is no limit to the amount of working pairs a Commissioner can 
participate in at one time.
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What’s the difference?

Ad-Hoc Subcommittee

• Formal

• Focused on project

• Workplan development

• Example: Main Library 
Improvements

Working Pairs

• Informal

• Component of plan or project

• Example: Flyer for New Library 
Feature
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Commissioner Liaisons 

• Commissions may assign individual Commissioners to act as a liaison 
to other boards, commissions, or agencies, without establishing an Ad 
Hoc Subcommittee. 

• The full Commission should be updated in public

• The positions supported by the liaison are to be in alignment with the 
positions that the Commission or the City Council have taken if they 
have considered the topic

16 44

Agenda Item 6.



Commissioner Liaisons

• Can appoint official commission liaisons to any external organizations

• Current liaison assignments:
• Friends of Los Altos Library – Pierre Bedard

• Los Altos Library Endowment – Christine Fawcett

• North County Library Authority – Julie Crane
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Council Liaisons 

• Council liaison will meet with Commission Chair and staff liaison once 
per year at a minimum as well as at joint meeting

• Council liaisons shall not direct, guide or unduly influence the policy 
making work of the City's advisory bodies
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Conflict of Interest 

• Perceived Conflict of Interest

• Incompatible Activities
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Perceived Conflict of Interest 

• A perceived conflict of interest for a Commissioner may arise from 
personal relationships, financial interests, serving on bodies or boards 
that have shared or overlapping subject matter jurisdiction as those 
under the jurisdiction of the Commission, or when it appears that the 
Commissioner’s private interests impact the official duties of the 
Commissioner, or influence his/her decision-making.
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Perceived Conflict of Interest 

• Commissioners must notify Staff liaison

• Commissioner must disclose perceived conflict of interest before 
participating in discussion

• Commissioner will seek out advice from City Attorney or FPPC
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Conflict of Interest 

• Per state law, a public official, including commissioners, may not 
engage in any activity for compensation that is inconsistent, 
incompatible, or in conflict with their official duties with the City. 
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Conflict of Interest 

• It is ultimately the responsibility of the Commission member to 
identify whether they may be engaging in incompatible activities or 
have a perceived conflict of interest. 

• The City Attorney should be consulted as early as possible on any 
matters regarding incompatible activities or perceived conflicts of 
interest.
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California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

• CEQA requires government agencies to consider the environmental 
consequences of their actions before approving plans and policies or 
committing to a course of action on a project.

• Most actions by advisory bodies will not qualify as a CEQA project 
requiring additional steps.

• Commission liaisons will check whether projects require CEQA review 
prior to commission review.

• For questions, please contact the Development Services Department 
Deputy Director.
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Questions

• If any commissioners have questions, concerns, or are unclear on anything, 
please contact the staff liaison or Council liaison.
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January 2025 
Library Stakeholder Report   
Jennifer Weeks, County Librarian    

 
Looking Forward to a Big 
Year for SCCLD Libraries 
  
Last year was filled with several great 
accomplishments at our libraries. 2025 
is shaping up to be another big year for 
SCCLD, with several construction 
projects finishing and a number of 
transformative initiatives taking place. 
 

The Campbell community will welcome a fully renovated library by mid-year. The new jewel of the 
city’s Civic Center will have more room for storytimes and special events, environmentally conscious 
energy usage and an improved layout, with extensive use of natural light to illuminate interior spaces.  
 
A growing priority for the Library District has been promoting adult literacy through our Reading 
Program. A new facility dubbed “The Nest” is being constructed next to our administrative building by 
Los Gatos Creek County Park and will help us expand on these efforts with more dedicated space 
where tutors can meet one on one with learners, library staff and other tutors. As the name implies, The 
Nest is tied into the natural environment, with unique architectural features for sustainable practices and 
safer environments for the local flora and fauna. This building is scheduled to be opened by late 2025. 
 
Los Altos Library is looking at renovations to hold outdoor events through its courtyard expansion 
project, with construction planned for early this year and completed by late fall. The 4,000 square foot 
area overlooks the civic center’s historic orchard and provides opportunities for the busy library, which 
has seen double-digit increases in attendance year over year.  
 
The Gilroy Library is considering facility improvements based recent community survey results. The 
Milpitas Library is refreshing its courtyard to better feature its international materials collection. Stay 
tuned as well for news from the City of Milpitas on its new StoryWalk® at one of their public parks. The 
Saratoga Library will open a new passport services office (SCCLD’s fifth) in the first quarter of the year. 
And the Woodland Library has plans to better activate its exterior space.  
 
Technology is getting upgraded at all the libraries as well including public computers in our libraries 
being upgraded to newer models. The critical automated material handling systems at each library is 
also being replaced with faster equipment which will help boost our overall efficiency of processing 
materials, as well as get all materials out more quickly throughout the system. 
 
These are just some of the upcoming highlights for 2025. Stay tuned for more updates. 
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Stepping Into the Future with 
Silicon Valley Reads Kickoff 
  
Man’s relationship to technology is a hot 
topic of late with the rise of Artificial 
Technology (AI), driverless cars, and 
advanced computers. Here in Silicon Valley, 
we are at the epicenter of these changes. 
Where better to talk about this topic? 
 
The kickoff event for Silicon Valley Reads 
2025, takes place on Thursday, January 30 at 7 p.m. at the Visual Performing Arts Center (VPAC) at 
De Anza College. Register to attend in-person or view live. Doors open at 6 p.m. Come early to view 
the Encoding Empathy exhibit at the Euphrat Museum of Art, which explores digitally generated images 
exploring advancing technology and the human touch.  
 
Mercury News columnist Sal Pizarro will moderate a conversation with the featured authors and 
contributors: Dr. Fei-Fei Li (The Worlds I See: Curiosity, Exploration, and Discovery at the Dawn of 
AI); Ray Nayler (The Mountain in the Sea); and Charlee Dyroff (Loneliness & Company). Following 
this sure to be captivating discussion, there will be hundreds of events at libraries across the county in 
February and March, including dozens at SCCLD locations. The Silicon Valley Reads full schedule will 
post soon. 
 
 

Selecting the Very Best Books of 2024  
 
2024 was a great year for arts and culture. Our librarians 
have scoured the leading Best Book lists to come up with 
the best reviewed fiction and nonfiction of the year for 
adults. These titles are certified as the best of the best.    
 
Our Children’s librarians have compiled separate 
suggested booklists for each age group from toddlers 

through Grade 8 in this blog post. They include both newer titles and beloved classics from the past. 
 
Interested in knowing what selections were most popular with SCCLD patrons? Check out the top book 
titles for children, teens and adults for 2024 based on total circulation, including physical and electronic.    

Please note that SCCLD Libraries and Bookmobile Service will be closed 
on Wednesday, January 1 for New Year’s Day, and Monday, January 20 
for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Our Online Library is open 24/7. 
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https://www.facebook.com/SCCLD/videos/933724511641845
https://www.facebook.com/SCCLD/videos/933724511641845
https://sccl/online-library
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Welcoming the Lunar New Year  
 
Our libraries will mark the coming of the Year of 
the Snake with a number of special events. This 
includes visits to our seven community libraries by 
Master Chef Martin Yan, who has made Chinese 
cuisine accessible and enjoyable through his long-
running PBS cooking show Yan Can Cook. Chef 
Yan will entertain audiences with his culinary 
know-how from January 4 at the Saratoga Library 
to February 3 at the Morgan Hill Library.  
 
Children will be delighted by Mae Lin & The Magic Brush: A Lunar New Year Puppet Show, the magical 
tale of a young girl gifted a brush that can bring her drawings to life, which she uses to overcome 
adversity and promote peace. Performances will take place at five of our libraries between Saturday, 
January 18 and Sunday, January 26.  
 
Other favorites returning include the Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra at the Cupertino Library and 
lion dancers. Costumed performers from the Buu Kim Tu Dragon and Lion Dance Association will wow 
spectators at six of our libraries from Sunday, January 5 at Los Altos Library to Saturday, February 8 
at Cupertino Library with their captivating and vibrant spectacle. The lion dance is a Chinese tradition 
that symbolizes strength, courage and prosperity. Try to come early to get a good spot.  
 
 
 

Grand Opening Elmwood Women’s Library 
 
Residents of the Elmwood Correctional Campus in Milpitas 
now have access to a beautiful new library organized and 
staffed by SCCLD librarians. This is the third partnership with 
County justice facilities to bring current library resources to 
incarcerated persons following the opening in 2023 of 
libraries at two County Probation run facilities geared toward 
juveniles and young adults. Elmwood is operated by the 
County Sheriff’s Office Restorative Services Division.  
 

A news conference celebrating the new space was held on Thursday, December 5, featuring County 
Librarian Jennifer Weeks, County Sherriff Bob Jonsen, and officials from the Restorative Services 
Divisions. Several facility residents also attended and spoke to the media about their excitement about 
having a curated library available to them, with titles that interest them. Spanish language television 
channel Telemundo and KCBS News Radio were among the outlets that covered the event. The 
County’s Office of Communications and Public Affairs also produced a feature about this partnership.  
 
As mentioned in the news release about the event, library services in jails play a critical role in reducing 
recidivism and improving reentry outcomes by providing resources that enable personal transformation. 
Providing inclusive and compassionate library service throughout the district is a Strategic Plan priority.   
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New Worlds for Kids to Explore  

SCCLD will soon be the first library system in 
the state to offer immersive early literacy 
experiences for little learners and their 
families inside our libraries. Storybook 
SCCLD is built to instill the love of reading. 
This conceptual video gives an idea of the 
spirit of the initiative. 

Parts of each community library’s Children’s 
areas will be transformed into interactive spaces with educational elements for little hands to practice 
motor skills, nooks for reading, special spaces for imaginative play, toddler-sized slides for active play, 
an interactive learning area for babies and pre-walkers, a balance element for all abilities, and seating 
for all ages. And each library’s space and theme are unique!  

The Saratoga Library will be the first to undergo a transformation, starting on January 20. The process 
takes around two months in total. SCCLD will stagger the start dates location by location to prepare, 
install and launch the play spaces to give families alternatives to visit other libraries during construction 
at their preferred libraries. Each library will offer smaller children’s collections during installations. Find 
the schedule for each library’s exciting transformation on our Storybook SCCLD webpage. We will 
update the page often.  

The project is being designed and developed with Luci Creative and Group 4 Architecture and is a 
realization of SCCLD’s 5-year Strategic Plan priority to Inspire by “building the foundations of literacy 
within our community.” The spaces promote the five practices of Every Child Ready to Read – talking, 
singing, reading, writing, and playing. All in one place, ensuring all children build the essential skills they 
need to become good readers! 
 
 
 

 
Singer Songwriter Mazon Mendoza Concerts 
 
Up and coming local performer and music producer Mazon 
Mendoza brings his musical stylings to four of our libraries 
this month, starting on Saturday, January 4 at the Morgan 
Hill Library, through Sunday, January 12 at the Saratoga 
Library. Mendoza has wide musical interests ranging from 
alternative to folk rock to jazz, all with a pop sensibility. As 
seen in this clip, he offers a captivating listening experience.   
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Joint Powers Authority Meeting, SCCLD Forum   
 
SCCLD’s Joint Powers Authority Governing Board will hold its first 
meeting of 2025 on Thursday, January 23, at 12 p.m. at the Services 
and Support Center at 1370 Dell Avenue, Campbell, CA 95008. The 
JPA meetings are open to the public. 
 
The following month, SCCLD will be holding its annual Library Friends, 
Foundations, Endowment & Commissioners Forum on Saturday, 
February 1 at the Services & Support Center in Campbell. The Forum is 
by invitation only with email invitations sent in December.  
 
This year’s theme is “Empowering Humanity,” tying into the theme for 
Silicon Valley Reads. SCCLD strives to be near the cutting edge of 
library science technology, fitting with its Strategic Plan priority to 
“innovate, fostering a culture of curiosity and opportunity.”  
 
 
 

January Virtual Author Talks 
 
We kick things off in the New Year with a trio of 
virtual guests, including two novelists and a writer 
who is also a former literary agent.  
 
January 15- T.J. Klune – New York Times Best 
Selling Author of the Cerulean Chronicles series will 
talk about his work, including his latest novel, 
Somewhere Beyond the Sea. 
 
January 23 – Amanda Montell - Exploring the 
impact of modern life on irrational thinking and 
offering insights for navigating the modern world 
rationally and empathetically with the author of The 
Age of Magical Overthinking. 
 
January 28 – Seth Fishman – Aspiring authors will 
get an insider's look into the world of literary agents 
and the publishing process from an author who      
began his career as an agent. 
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SANTA CLARA COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT 
JANUARY 2025 EVENTS 

 
*All SCCLD libraries will be closed and services unavailable  

on Wednesday, January 1 for New Year’s Day and  
Monday, January 20 for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day* 

 

CAMPBELL EXPRESS LIBRARY – 1 West Campbell Avenue, Room 46 
ESL Conversation Club 
Tuesdays, January 7, 14, 21, & 28, 1:30 – 2:30 p.m., Room M-50 
Practice your English conversation skills with friends. Registration is required.  
 
Yan Can Cook with Martin Yan  
Tuesday, January 21, 7 – 8 p.m., Orchard Pavilion 
We are celebrating Lunar New Year with Chef Martin Yan. Experience the magic of his cooking 
live and learn the secrets behind his signature dishes.  
 
CUPERTINO -- 10800 Torre Avenue 
Storytime for Babies (ages 0-1) 
Thursdays, January 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., First Floor Program Room 
This storytime features stories and songs that encourage the development of early literacy 
skills. Storytime is limited to the first 30 babies with a maximum of 2 adults per family.  
 
Grade 3 & 4 Book Discussion 
Thursday, January 2, 3 – 4 p.m., Community Room 101 
Sign up and pick up a copy of Dragons in a Bag by Zetta Elliott, then we will discuss. 
 
Reading Buddies 
Thursday, January 2, and Monday, January 13, 7 – 8 p.m., Room 101 
Children can buddy up with a furry friend and read one-on-one from a favorite book. Children 
must register themselves in-person at the Children’s Reference Desk. This is for students who 
have completed kindergarten through 5th grade.  
 
Make Your Own Journal 
Friday, January 3, 2 – 4 p.m., Room 101 
Children in grades 5 – 8 are invited to turn an old book into a masterpiece journal. Supplies will 
be provided. Please register at the Children’s Reference Desk.  
 

59

Agenda Item 7.

https://sccl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S118C673621


 
 
 
 
 
Baby Sign and Sing 
Sunday, January 5, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
This program is for infants and pre-walking babies under 12 months. Adult caregivers will learn 
basic signs to communicate with their babies.  
 
Babywearing Dance 
Sundays, January 5, 19, & 26, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Join us for babywearing dance.  
 
Special Performance: Musician Mazon Mendoza 
Sunday, January 5, 2 – 3 p.m. 
Known for his distinctive blend of alternative, folk rock, and contemporary music, Mazon 
creates compositions that stand out from the mainstream.  
 
How to Manage Your Mind 
Mondays, January 6, 13, 20, & 27, 7 – 8 p.m., Room 201A 
Experienced instructors will guide you in strengthening mindfulness skills, improving 
relationships, navigating emotional ups and downs, and boosting productivity. Registration is 
required. It is recommended you attend all four sessions.  
 
ESL Conversation Club 
Tuesdays, January 7, 14, & 28, 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., Room 201A  
Improve your English listening and speaking skills, and learn about other cultures in a 
supportive environment. This program is for adults who speak basic English. Register online.  
 
Toddler Storytime (ages 1-2) 
Tuesdays, January 7, 14, 21, & 28, 10:30 – 11 a.m. 
This storytime will feature stories, songs, rhymes and dances that encourage the development 
of early literacy skills.  
 
Chamber Music by the Bay 
Wednesday, January 8, 4 – 4:45 p.m., Room 101 
Enjoy this special performance. Following the performance, young audience members can visit 
the Instrument Petting Zoo and try their hand at the violin and viola.  
 
Wednesday Afternoon Meditation and Mindfulness 
Wednesday, January 8, 15, 22, & 29, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m., Room 201 
Practice meditation for 20 minutes, then have 10 minutes to ask questions with the instructor. 
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Bedtime Storytime 
Wednesdays, January 8, 22, & 29, 7 – 8 p.m., Program Room 
This storytime is suitable for all ages and will feature stories, songs, rhymes and dances that 
encourage the development of early literacy skills. Storytime is limited to the first 100 families. 
Please bring a yoga mat or blanket to sit on.  
 
Knit-Alongs at Cupertino Library 
Fridays, January 10, 17, 24, & 31, 2:30 – 4 p.m., Room 201A 
All knitters and crocheters are welcome to drop in and socialize while starting new projects or 
finishing old ones. Participants need to bring their own needles and/or crochet hooks and yarn. 
No personal instruction will be provided.  
 
Art Therapy for Tweens (Kids 10+) 
Friday, January 10, 4 – 5 p.m., Room 101 
We will explore different techniques and art materials each month. Materials will be provided, 
while supplies last.   
 
Create CU: Monoprinting Using Gelli Plates 
Friday, January 10, 7 – 8:30 p.m., Room 201B 
Learn how to do monoprinting using gelli plates. Materials will be provided, while supplies last.  
This program is for adults 18+. Register online.  
 
中/英文雙語說故事時間/Mandarin-English Bilingual Family Storytime 
Fridays, January 10 & 24, 7 – 8 p.m., Room 101 
Join us for stories, songs, a flannel board story, fingerplay, and a craft project in Mandarin and 
English. Children and their caretakers are welcome to join. 兒童圖書館員將為小朋友讀圖畫故事書;
唱兒歌;用絨布板講故事;手指謠和做美勞。歡迎幼兒們 和家長,褓母一同前來參加。 
 
Family Storytime 
Saturday, January 11, 18, & 25, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., Program Room 
This storytime is suitable for all ages and will feature stories, songs, rhymes and dances that 
encourage the development of early literacy skills. Storytime is limited to the first 100 families. 
Please bring a yoga mat or blanket to sit on.  
 
Hongyun Art: Design Your Own Zine Workshop 
Saturday, January 11, 2 – 4 p.m., Room 201A 
A zine is a mini illustrated booklet, like a homemade magazine. In this workshop, you’ll figure 
out the theme, create a name and original artwork, and fill it out. Space is limited. Online 
registration required.  
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Nonfiction Book Discussion Group 
Sunday, January 12, 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Room 201A 
We will discuss The Pirate’s Wife: The Remarkable True Story of Sarah Kidd by Daphne Palmer 
Geanacopoulos.  
 
LEGO Club (Grades K-8) 
Tuesday, January 14, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Children’s Meeting Room 
Children are invited to build and create using LEGOs. Please leave your own LEGOs at home.  
 
Community Poetry and Prose Night 
Tuesday, January 14, 7 – 8:30 p.m., Room 201 
Join former Cupertino Poet Laureate Kaecey McCormick for an enchanting evening exploring 
“Magical Beginnings” in poetry and prose. 
 
Book Discussion for Adults 
Wed., January 15, 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., and Thu., January 16, 7 – 8:15 p.m., Room 201B 
We will be discussing The Golden Gate by Amy Chua.  
 
Lunar New Year Storytime and Author Visit 
Wednesday, January 15, 7 – 8 p.m., Room 101 
Join us for a special bilingual storytime with Bitty Bao author, Ling Lee. Ling will read her book, 
The Great Race: The Story of the Chinese Zodiac. 
 
Poetry in the Dark 
Friday, January 17, 6:15 – 8 p.m., Room 201A  
Hosted by Cupertino Poet Laureate Keiko O’Leary, let’s turn off the lights and speak poems to 
each other. This is an intimate conversation, not a performance.  
 
Lunar New Year Puppet Show: Mae Lin & the Magic Brush 
Saturday, January 18, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m.  
Discover the magical tale of Mae Lin, a young girl gifted with a brush that can bring her 
drawings to life.  
 
Children’s Literature for Adults Book Club 
Tuesday, January 21, 7 – 8 p.m., Room 101  
We will be discussing Front Desk by Kelly Yang. Please register. This program is for adults only.  
 
Lunar New Year Craft: Finger Knit a Snake 
Wednesday, January 22, 4 – 5 p.m., Room 101  
Learn how to finger knit a snake for Lunar New Year. This program is for first grade and older, 
while supplies last.  
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Lunar New Year Craft: Kids Origami 
Thursday, January 23, 4 – 4:45 p.m., Community Room 101  
We will fold a lantern, a dragon fortune teller and a snake for Lunar New Year. This program is 
for kindergarteners and older, while supplies last.  
 
Yan Can Cook with Martin Yan  
Sunday, January 26, 2 – 3 p.m., Room 201 
We are celebrating Lunar New Year with Chef Martin Yan. Experience the magic of his cooking 
live and learn the secrets behind his signature dishes. Following the cooking demo, Chef Yan 
will be available for a book signing and meet-and-greet.  
 
Tuesday Travel Nights 
Tuesday, January 28, 7 – 8:30 p.m., Room 201 
Veteran traveler David Couzens will take you on a whirlwind photographic tour of more than 
100 UNESCO World Heritage Sites.  
 
Silicon Valley Reads 2025 Kickoff 
Thursday, January 30, 7 – 8:30 p.m., De Anza College or Virtual 
Join us for a through-provoking discussion about technology, humanity, and our future 
featuring authors Dr. Fei-Fei Li, Ray Nayler, and Charlee Dyroff in a conversation moderated by 
San Jose Mercury News reporter Sal Pizarro. Please register.  
 
GILROY -- 350 W. Sixth Street 
Snowy Craft Corner/Rincon de Manualidades de Invierno 
Thursday & Friday, January 2 & 3, all day, Children’s Area 
Kids will explore the magic of the season by creating unique winter-inspired crafts. Los niños 
explorarán la magia de la temporada creando manualidades únicas inspiradas por el invierno.  
 
Noon Year’s Eve/Celebre el año nuevo 
Thursday, January 2, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Children’s Area 
Children and their families are invited to join Gilroy Library as we count down the New Year at 
NOON! Celebrate 2025 with crafts, a dance party, and balloon drop.  
¡Los niños y sus familias están invitados a la Biblioteca de Gilroy para celebrar el año nuevo al 
mediodía! Celebre el 2025 con manualidades, bailando y globos. 

Knitting and Crochet Weekly Meetup/Tejido Semanal 
Thursdays, January 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30, 1 – 4 p.m., Upstairs Quiet Study B 
Bring your projects, ask questions, get help, share ideas and meet new people.  
¡Trae tus proyectos, haz preguntas, recibe ayuda, comparte ideas y conoce gente nueva!  
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Safe Space Meet-Up for LGBTQ+ Youth  
Fridays, January 3 & 17, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Quiet Study B 
Our staff-led meetings offer a safe space for youth to play games, participate in group activities 
and discussions and build community. No registration necessary.  
 
Cinema Sunday/Domingo de Cinema 
Sundays, January 5, 12, 19, & 26, 1:30 – 4 p.m., The Nest/el Nido 
Join us at the Gilroy Library for family movies. Únase a nosotros para películas familiares. 
 
1-on-1 Tech Help/Ayuda con la Tecnología 
Mondays, January 6, 13, & 27, 1 – 5 p.m., Computer Area Upstairs 
Drop by to get help with opening an email account, connect to Wi-Fi/hotspots, use 
laptops/Chromebooks, and use Microsoft Office.  
Ellos pueden ayudarle: abrir una cuenta de correo electrónico, conéctarse a Wi-Fi/puntos de 
acceso, utilizar computadoras portátiles/Chromebooks y utilizar Microsoft Office. 
 
Pajama Storytime/Cuentos en Pijama 
Mondays, January 6, 13, & 27, 7 – 7:30 p.m., the Nest 
Join us for stories, sing songs, and wear your pajamas! Lee cuentos, canta canciones y ponte el 
pijama para una hora de cuentos para niños de todas las edades. 
 
Doodle Showcase & Sip/Exhibición de Garabatos 
Thursday, January 9, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m., Community Room 
Stop by with your family to learn about doodling and enjoy the benefits of doodling. Pase con 
su familia para aprender sobre el arte de los garabatos y disfrutar de los beneficios de dibujar.  
 
LEGO Club 
Friday, January 10, 3 – 4:30 p.m., the Nest 
We provide LEGOs, children build fun creations that will be displayed in the library.  
Nosotros proporcionamos los Legos, los niños construyen creaciones divertidas! Estas 
serán exhibidas en la biblioteca. 
 
Lunar New Year Performance: Lion Dance  
Saturday, January 11, 2 – 3 p.m., Children’s Area 
A captivating and vibrant spectacle, the lion dance is a traditional Chinese performance that 
symbolizes strength, courage, and prosperity. Un espectáculo cautivador y vibrante, la danza 
del león es una actuación tradicional china que simboliza fuerza, valor y prosperidad. 
 
Special Performance: Musician Mazon Mendoza 
Saturday, January 11, 3 – 4 p.m. 
Known for his distinctive blend of alternative, folk rock, and contemporary music, Mazon 
creates compositions that stand out from the mainstream.  
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Open Poetry Readings 
Saturday, January 11, 3:30 – 5 p.m., Downstairs Meeting Room 
Read whatever poetry you want to read and join in related discussions. 
 
Homework & Reading Help 
Mondays – Fridays, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m., Children’s Area 
Students in grades K-8 who need homework help are encouraged to stop by for free tutoring. 
No registration is required. Basic school supplies will be provided. Some tutors are bilingual and 
speak Spanish and Vietnamese. Ayuda con las tareas y lectura gratis. Algunos tutores hablan 
español y vietnamita. Sin registración. 
 
Volunteer to Teach an Adult How to Read 
Tuesday, January 14, 1 – 2 p.m. and Wednesday, January 15, 6 – 7 p.m., Reading Program Room 
Give back to your community by becoming an adult literacy tutor to support an adult learner 
improve their English reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. Please register.  
 
Age Well, Drive Smart: Senior Driver Education Class 
Thursday, January 16, 12:30 – 1:30 p.m., Community Room 
Developed for drivers 65+ and older, the class will cover aging and its effects on safe driving, 
maintaining good physical health, self-assessment and more. Please register.  
 
Sound Bath Meditation 
Saturday, January 18, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m., Community Room 
Escape outside stimuli, relax and enjoy melodies and tones of world instruments.  
 
Lunar New Year Puppet Show: Mae Lin & the Magic Brush 
Saturday, January 18, 2 – 2:45 p.m., Community Room  
Discover the magical tale of Mae Lin, a young girl gifted with a brush that can bring her 
drawings to life.  
 
Fair Housing 101 
Wednesday, January 22, 6 – 7 p.m., Quiet Study B 
Learn about your fair housing rights. Topics include reasonable accommodations for people 
with disabilities, familial status discrimination, and tips as you navigate your housing journey.  
 
Yan Can Cook with Martin Yan  
Saturday, January 25, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m., Community Room 
We are celebrating Lunar New Year with Chef Martin Yan. Experience the magic of his cooking 
live and learn the secrets behind his signature dishes. Following the cooking demo, Chef Yan 
will be available for a book signing and meet-and-greet.  
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SVR Book Discussion 
Tuesday, January 28, 7 – 8 p.m., Quiet Study B 
We will be discussing the featured Silicon Valley Reads selection Loneliness & Company by 
Charlee Dyroff. 
 
LOS ALTOS -- 13 S. San Antonio Road 
Counted Cross-Stitch Exhibition 
January 2 – 30 on the Art Wall 
Enjoy Mayuri Desai’s Counted Cross-Stitch art exhibition.  

Toddler Storytime 
Wednesdays & Thursdays, January 2, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, 29, & 30, 10:30 – 11 a.m., Orchard Room 
This interactive storytime is for early walkers, 1s and 2s. Free tickets will be handed out 30 
minutes before storytime.  
 
Preschool Storytime 
Thursdays, January 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30, 3:30 – 4 p.m., Orchard Room 
Children 3-5 and their caregivers will enjoy stories, music, movement and more!  
 
Teen Dungeons and Dragons Social Club 
Thursdays, January 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m., Conference Room 
Teens are welcome to drop in and watch the game. Right now the game is full, but we will 
occasionally have openings for new players. Please check in at the Adult Reference Desk. 
 
Baby Sign and Stay & Play  
Saturday, January 4, 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., Orchard Room 
Babies ages 0-12 months and their grownups are welcome to sing songs and learn signs to 
share with your baby. Please bring a blanket for your baby. After storytime, stay and play with 
age-appropriate toys.  
 
Lunar New Year Performance: Lion Dance  
Sunday, January 5, 2 – 3 p.m. 
A captivating and vibrant spectacle, the lion dance is a traditional Chinese performance that 
symbolizes strength, courage, and prosperity.  
 
Monday Morning Meditation and Mindfulness 
Mondays, January 6, 13, & 27, 10:30 – 11 a.m., Orchard Room 
Practice meditation for 20 minutes then ask questions for 10 minutes with instructor Manisha. 
 
Slow Flow Yoga 
Mondays, January 6, 13 & 27, 2 – 3 p.m., Orchard Room 
Bring a mat to this low intensity class that is suitable to those for those new to yoga. The middle 
of the class will change to restorative yoga.  
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Bilingual Spanish Family Storytime/Hora de cuentos bilingüe para familias 
Tuesdays, January 7, 14, 21, & 28, 10:30 – 11 a.m., Orchard Room 
Join us for stories, songs, and movement in Spanish and English. This program is designed for 
children up to age 5 and their caregivers.  
¡Venga a la biblioteca para cuentos, canciones y movimiento en inglés y español! Este programa 
está diseñado para niños hasta 5 años de edad y sus cuidadores.  
 
Bilingual Mandarin/English Storytime 
Tuesday, January 7, 14, 21, & 28, 1 – 1:30 p.m., Orchard Room 
This 30- minute storytime features movement, sing, and action! The early literacy focus is on 
sharing stories and songs in English and Mandarin Chinese. 歡迎小朋友來到故事時間，這是以半

小時的雙中英語故事書, 兒歌, 手指謠, 玩遊戲為特色的内容。歡迎兒童們與家長褓母一同前來參加 
 
The Whodunit? Mystery Book Club 
Wednesday, January 8, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m., Teen Room 
Join us for a monthly discussion of the best in mystery fiction.  
 
Baby Storytime & Stay and Play 
Wednesday, January 8, 15, 22, & 29, 1 – 2 p.m., Orchard Room 
Non-walking babies and their caregivers will enjoy songs, rhymes, gentle movement, short 
books and other fun. After storytime, enjoy the Stay & Play. Please bring a blanket to lay your 
babies on when they are not cuddling in your lap.  
 
World Affairs 
Wednesday, January 8, 7 – 8 p.m., Orchard Room 
World Affairs will discuss a different global issue each month.  
 
Poetry Open Mic  
Wednesday, January 8, 7 – 8 p.m., Pod D 
Share poetry, hear poetry. You do not have to be a poet to attend.  
 
ESL Conversation Club 
Thursdays, January 9, 16, 23, & 30, 1:30 – 3 p.m., Orchard Room 
Practice your English conversation skills with friends. This program is for those who speak basic 
English. No registration required.  
 
Watercolor Workshop for Adults 
Friday, January 10, 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Orchard Room 
Join us for a watercolor workshop. All supplies will be provided. Seating is first come, first 
served.  
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Board Game Sunday 
Sunday, January 12, 2 – 3:30 p.m., Orchard Room 
We have board games for adults, teens, and children – plus Legos and Duplos.  
 
Yan Can Cook with Martin Yan  
Tuesday, January 14, 7 – 8 p.m., Orchard Room 
We are celebrating Lunar New Year with Chef Martin Yan. Experience the magic of his cooking 
live and learn the secrets behind his signature dishes. Following the cooking demo, Chef Yan 
will be available for a book signing and meet-and-greet.  
 
Page Turners Book Club (Grades 4 – 5)  
Wednesday, January 15, 4 – 5 p.m., Orchard Room 
We will discuss When Stars are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed. We will 
talk about the book and do a fun activity. Please pick up a copy of the book at the Children’s 
Desk at Los Altos Library or Woodland Library.  
 
Winter Rose Care and Pruning 
Wednesday, January 15, 7 – 8:30 p.m., Orchard Room 
Learn the basics on how to prune roses and other perennial bushes in the winter, and keys to 
giving roses a great start for their next growing season.  
 
Bay Area Games Day 
Saturday, January 18, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m., Orchard Room 
Come learn how to play a new board game or bring an old favorite. We welcome newcomers to 
hobby gaming and families with kids.  
 
Sunday CrafterNoon (all ages) 
Sunday, January 19, 2 – 3:30 p.m., Orchard Room 
This is a time to relax with the community and let your creativity shine. 
 
Book Bugs Club (Grades 2 – 3)  
Tuesday, January 21, 4 – 5 p.m., Orchard Room 
We will discuss Say What? by Margaret Peterson Haddix. We will talk about the book and make 
a fun craft. Pick up a copy of the book at the Children’s Desk at Los Altos or Woodland Libraries.  
 
Story Explorers Book Club (TK—Grade 1) 
Wednesday, January 22, 4 – 5 p.m., Orchard Room 
We will read and discuss two books: The Berenstain Bears and the Ducklings and The Berenstain 
Bears: We Love Our Teacher. We’ll also move to music and do a craft.  
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Wednesday Travel Nights 
Wednesday, January 22, 7 – 8:30 p.m., Orchard Room 
Step into Mongolia, see the lakes, forests, steppes, and Gobi Desert.  
 
California Native Plant Society 
Thursday, January 23, 6 – 9:30 p.m., Orchard Room 
Let’s view and enjoy notable plant and nature excursions during the previous year.  
 
Reading Buddies 
Saturday, January 25, 2:30 – 3:30 p.m., Orchard Room 
Children can buddy up with a furry friend and read one-on-one from a favorite book. This is for 
students in grades K-8.  
 
Lunar New Year Puppet Show: Mae Lin & the Magic Brush 
Sunday, January 26, 2 – 2:45 p.m.  
Discover the magical tale of Mae Lin, a young girl gifted with a brush that can bring her 
drawings to life.  
 
Turning the Tide: Community Actions Against Plastic Pollution 
Monday, January 27, 7 – 8 p.m., Orchard Room  
Almost all of the plastics put into recycling bins ends up in the landfill. Hear about a community 
initiative to redirect plastic packaging away from our landfills.  
 
To Be Read Book Club (Grades 6 – 8)  
Tuesday, January 28, 4 – 5 p.m., Orchard Room  
We will discuss The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin. After our discussion we will do a fun activity. 
Please register then pick up your copy of the book at the Children’s Reference Desk at Los Altos 
or Woodland Library.  
 
Valentine’s Day Cards with Dei 
Wednesday, January 29, 7 – 8:30 p.m., Orchard Room  
Design your very own Valentine’s Day card to gift to someone special. No registration 
necessary, all supplies will be provided. This program is designed for adults and teens.  
 
MILPITAS -- 160 N. Main Street 
New Year, New Discoveries: Science is for Me Science Kits (K—Grade 2) 
Thursday, Friday, & Monday, January 2, 3, & 6, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Auditorium 
Do some hands-on experiments! Families will use these kits to explore STEM concepts with 
illustrated storybooks and engaging activities. This program is designed to be self-paced and 
adults/caregivers should facilitate the activities with their children. Please register.  
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Qi Gong Meditation & Exercise Classes 
Fridays, January 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31, 1 – 3 p.m., Auditorium 
Relieve stress and anxiety, increase energy and vitality and improve physical health during 
these exercise sessions. Giảm căng thẳng và lo lắng, tăng năng lượng và sức sống, Cải thiện sức 
khỏe thể chất. 
 
Knit & Crochet Circle 
Fridays, January 3 & 10, 2 – 4 p.m., Conference Room 
Meet other yarn lovers, get help or share ideas. Limited instruction available in Hindi, Punjabi 
and Gujarati, but note this is not a class. No registration required. Materials not provided.  
 
Teen Rubik’s Cube Club  
Saturday, January 4, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m., Program Room 
Kids 12+ are invited to meet other cubers, learn new techniques and have fun. 
 
Baby Bouncers Lapsit for Pre-Walkers 
Tuesday, January 7, 14, 21, & 28, 11 – 11:30 a.m., Activity Room 
Babies up to 12 months old and their caregivers will enjoy traditional nursery rhymes, lap 
bounces, body rhymes, songs, and very short and simple picture books.  
 
Homework Help 
Mondays – Thursdays, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Program Room 
Students in grades K-6 who need homework help are encouraged to stop by for free tutoring. 
No registration is required. Basic school supplies will be provided.  
 
Bilingual Family Storytime/ 中英雙語故事時間 
Tuesday, January 7, 14, 21, & 28, 6:30 – 7 p.m., Activity Room 
This thirty minute storytime features movement, sing, and action! The early literacy focus is on 
sharing stories and songs in English and Mandarin Chinese. 歡迎小朋友來到故事時間，這是以半小
時的雙中英語故事書, 兒歌, 手指謠, 玩遊戲為特色的内容。歡迎兒童們與家長褓母一同前來參加。 
 
ESL Conversation Club 
Wednesdays, January 8, 15, 22, & 29, 3 – 4 p.m., Conference Room 
Practice your English conversation skills with friends. This program is for adults who speak basic 
English. No registration required.  
  
Toddler Storytime: 1s and 2s Together 
Thursdays, January 9, 16, 23, & 30, 10:30 – 11 a.m., Activity Room 
This storytime, aimed at 1 and 2 year olds, features lots of movement, singing and action.  
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Preschool Storytime: 3s & 4s Budding Bookworms 
Thursdays, January 9, 16, 23, & 30, 6:30 – 7 p.m., Activity Room 
This storytime, aimed at 3 – 5 year olds, features longer picture books and flannel board stories 
and other storytelling activities and fingerplays.  
 
Board Game Day 
Saturday, January 11, 10 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., Auditorium 
Learn different board games or play your favorite one. This program is open to ages 18+.  
Online registration is encouraged but not required.  
 
Family Storytime 
Saturdays, January 11, 18, & 25, 11 – 11:30 a.m., Activity Room 
This 30-minute storytime features movement, singing and action with picture books, flannel 
board stories and fingerplays.  
 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Book Club 
Monday, January 13, 7 – 8 p.m., Auditorium 
We will discuss The Dispossessed by Ursula K. Le Guin.  
 
Little Learners STEAM (ages 3-5) 
Tuesday, January 14, 3:30 – 4:15 p.m., Activity Room 
Each month we will learn, nurture curiosity and discover new things through engaging and fun 
activities. Registration is required. Parents must participate with their child. Siblings welcomed.  
 
Crafts Around the World 
Wednesday, January 15, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m., Auditorium 
We will make jegi and ddakji and learn how to play these Korean games. No registration 
required, all materials provided.  
 
LGBTQ Movie Night 
Friday, January 17, 4:30 – 7 p.m., Auditorium 
Join the Avenidas Rainbow Collective and Milpitas Library to screen LGBTQ films. Please RSVP. 
 
Yan Can Cook with Martin Yan  
Saturday, January 18, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m., Auditorium 
We are celebrating Lunar New Year with Chef Martin Yan. Experience the magic of his cooking 
live and learn the secrets behind his signature dishes. Following the cooking demo, Chef Yan 
will be available for a book signing and meet-and-greet.  
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Tabletop Dungeon 
Saturday, January 18, 2 – 4 p.m., Program Room 
Kids 13+ are invited to learn Dungeon World with us. Similar to Dungeons and Dragons but 
more narrative based, it’s perfect for beginners and experts. Please register.  
 
Reading Buddies for Grades K-5 
Saturday, January 25, 2 – 3 p.m., Activity Room 
Children can buddy up with a furry friend and read one-on-one from a favorite book. 
 
Teen Intro to SQL Workshop 
Saturday, January 25, 2 – 3 p.m., Program Room 
Kids ages 12—18 can learn the basics of SQL including database querying and data analysis. 
Bring a laptop if you can. Please register, walk-ins welcome also.  
 
Adult & Teen Crafternoon (ages 13+) 
Saturday, January 25, 4:30 – 5:30 p.m., Program Room 
We will be creating a cute miniature desk lamp designed to look like a light-up cup of bubble 
tea. No registration required. Walk-ins welcome while supplies last.  
 
Lunar New Year Puppet Show: Mae Lin & the Magic Brush 
Sunday, January 26, 11 – 11:45 a.m.  
Discover the magical tale of Mae Lin, a young girl gifted with a brush that can bring her 
drawings to life.  
 
Lunar New Year: Year of the Snake Craft 
Wednesday, January 29, 4 – 5 p.m., Auditorium  
Join us to make a craft. All supplies are provided. Space is limited.  
 
Lunar New Year Performance: Lion Dance  
Wednesday, January 29, 5 – 6 p.m. 
A captivating and vibrant spectacle, the lion dance is a traditional Chinese performance that 
symbolizes strength, courage, and prosperity. Un espectáculo cautivador y vibrante, la danza 
del león es una actuación tradicional china que simboliza fuerza, valor y prosperidad. 
 
MORGAN HILL -- 660 W. Main Avenue 
Community Puzzle 
January 2 – January 31, Information Desk  
Collaborate to complete a puzzle. Drop by to contribute a few pieces, take a break from the day 
and enjoy a fun, relaxing activity.  
 
 

72

Agenda Item 7.



 
 
 
 
 
Toddler Storytime  
Thursdays, January 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30, 10:15 – 10:45 a.m., Children’s Activity Room 
Join us for stories, music, movement and more. This program is geared towards children ages 2-
3 and their caregivers.  
 
Kids Winter Robot Playday: Dash & Dot 
Thursday, January 2, 3 – 4:30 p.m., Children’s Activity Room 
Dash is a mobile robot and Dot is a stationary sensor robot. Use the apps to program causes 
and effects by defining actions including lights, speech, and movements. Please sign up for a 20-
minute spot on the day of the event. 
 
ESL Conversation Club 
Saturdays, January 4, 11, & 25, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m., Adult Program Room 
Practice your English conversation skills with friends. This program is for adults who speak basic 
English. ¡Únase a nosotros para tener conversaciones divertidas y practicar el inglés! Este 
programa es para adultos de 18 años y mayores que hablan inglés a nivel básico.  
 
Special Performance: Musician Mazon Mendoza 
Saturday, January 4, 2 – 3 p.m. 
Known for his distinctive blend of alternative, folk rock, and contemporary music, Mazon 
creates compositions that stand out from the mainstream.  
 
Drop-in Libby, eBook and eAudiobook Help 
Sundays, January 5 & 26, 3 – 4 p.m., Information Desk   
Drop in to receive help with using the Libby app. You will need to bring your smartphone 
and kindle or tablet. No registration needed.  
 
Zumba 
Monday, January 6, 6 – 7 p.m., Program Room 
Join us for a free dance and rhythm-based workout. This Latin-inspired, easy-to-follow, fitness 
party exhilarates your senses and works all major muscle groups in a high-energy cardio blast.  
 
Novel-Teas 
January 7 – January 31, Information Desk 
Pick up a curated tea kit featuring Oolong Tea. Each kit has two bags of teas, information about 
the tea, book recommendations and a new recipe. For teens and adults 12+. Supplies are 
limited. One kit per person.  
 
Homework Help 
Beginning January 7, Tuesdays, 4 – 5:45 p.m., Children’s Activity Room 
Students in grades K-6 who need homework help are encouraged to stop by for free tutoring. 
No registration is required. Basic school supplies will be provided.  
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Planning for the End: An Information Series 
Tuesday, January 7, 6 – 7 p.m., Program Room 
Local experts will share essential guidance on creating wills, trusts, powers of attorney and 
healthcare directives. No registration required.  
 
First Tuesday Knit-In 
Tuesday, January 7, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m., Program Room  
Knitters are welcome to come and work together. New knitters can get advice and assistance 
while advanced knitters can meet new friends.  
 
After Dinner Book Club 
Wednesday, January 8, 7 – 8 p.m., Program Room 
We will discuss the featured Silicon Valley Reads book, Loneliness & Company by Charlee 
Dyroff.  
 
Teen Advisory Board (TAB) 
Thursday, January 9, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Community Room 
The Teen Advisory Board provides ideas and input about library programs and services for 
teens.  
 
Ready Together Information Book 
Friday, January 10, 10:15 a.m. – 12:45 p.m., Lobby 
Learn how to create an emergency plan, what emergency supplies are really needed, explore 
resources to stay safe and prepared, and upcoming readiness programs.  
 
Safe Space Meeting for LGBTQ+ Youth (ages 13-25) 
Fridays, January 10 & 24, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Community Room   
LGBTQ+ youth are invited to play games, participate in group activities and discussions, and 
build community. No registration necessary. During the Jan. 10 meetup, we will create 
Vision Boards.  
 
Dungeons & Dragons for Teens (ages 11 – 18)  
Saturday, January 11, 2:30 – 5:30 p.m., Community Room   
We are launching a new campaign for Spring 2025. We will be meeting nine times before 
the end of May. This introductory session is mandatory as we discuss the campaign, go 
over basic rules and expectations, etc.  
 
Lunar New Year Performance: Lion Dance  
Saturday, January 11, 4 – 5 p.m. 
A captivating and vibrant spectacle, the lion dance is a traditional Chinese performance that 
symbolizes strength, courage, and prosperity. Un espectáculo cautivador y vibrante, la danza 
del león es una actuación tradicional china que simboliza fuerza, valor y prosperidad. 
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Ready Together: An Emergency Preparedness Series 
Monday, January 13, 5 – 6:15 p.m., Program Room 
Stay prepared and protected during emergencies! Join us to learn about making a plan, storing 
water and sheltering.  
 
Literary Lounge Book Club 
Wednesday, January 15, 7 – 8 p.m., Program Room 
The Literary Lounge is a book club for sharing and discovering books. Connect with fellow 
readers in a casual and friendly setting.  
 
Film Screening 
Saturday, January 18, 2 – 4 p.m., Program Room 
We will watch the documentary, King in the Wilderness (Rated TV-14), which explores the final 
years of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life.  
 
Lunar New Year Puppet Show: Mae Lin & the Magic Brush 
Saturday, January 18, 4:30 – 5:15 p.m.  
Discover the magical tale of Mae Lin, a young girl gifted with a brush that can bring her 
drawings to life.  
 
Embroidery Workshop 
Sunday, January 19, 1:30 – 4:30 p.m., Program Room  
Ready to get creative with needle and threat? We’ve got awesome projects for both teens and 
adults. Come learn, stitch, and create something amazing.  
 
Library Ukulele Society 
Tuesday, January 21, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m., Program Room 
Bring your uke and music stand or come to listen and sing along! No registration required.  
 
Start Smart: Driving Smart to Stay Safe for Teens 
Wednesday, January 22, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m., Community Room 
This program is for newly licensed or soon-to-be licensed drivers between 15 – 19 years old. 
Participants will learn more about the responsibilities that accompany the privilege of being a 
licensed California driver.  
 
Vision Board: Craft for Adults 
Wednesday, January 29, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Program Room 
Use words, images and quotes to represent your goals and aspirations. Your vision board will 
serve as a motivational tool to keep you inspired and focused all year long.  
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SARATOGA -- 13650 Saratoga Avenue 
Drop-In Tech Help 
Thursdays, January 2, 9, & 16, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., Oak Room 
Our volunteer can provide one-on-one help with using laptops, tablets, or cell phones. Help is 
on a first-come, first served basis.  
 
Baby Storytime (12 months or younger) 
Fridays, January 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31, 11 – 11:30 a.m., Community Room  
Join us for stories, rhymes, fingerplays and songs.  
 
Yan Can Cook with Martin Yan  
Saturday, January 4, 2 – 3 p.m., Community Room 
We are celebrating Lunar New Year with Chef Martin Yan. Experience the magic of his cooking 
live and learn the secrets behind his signature dishes. Following the cooking demo, Chef Yan 
will be available for a book signing and meet-and-greet.  
 
Mystery Book Club 
Monday, January 6, 7 – 8 p.m., Orchard Room 
We will be discussing The 7 ½ Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle by Stuart Turton. Stop by the Adult 
Reference Desk to sign up for the meeting and pick up a copy of the book.  
 
Community Automotive Education Series 
Mondays, January 6 & 13, 7 – 8 p.m., Community Room 
De Anza Automotive Technology College is offering a two-part series on understanding your 
vehicle. Learn the various warning lights on the dashboard, modern safety features and more. 
The second program covers getting familiar with the engine compartment of a vehicle. Please 
register for each program. 
 
Family Storytime  
Tuesdays, January 7, 14, 21, & 28, 11 – 11:30 a.m., Orchard Room 
Join us for stories, rhymes, and songs.  
 
Sci-Fi & Fantasy Book Club 
Tuesday, January 7, 7 – 8 p.m., Orchard Room 
We will be discussing Ready Player One by Ernest Cline. Stop by the Adult Reference Desk to 
sign up for the meeting and pick up a copy of the book.  
 
Knit & Crochet Circle: New Year Crochet-a-Long 
Wednesday, January 8, 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m., Maple Room 
Let’s make a flower crochet coaster. Feel free to bring your current project also.  
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English Conversation Club 
Thursday, January 9, 10:45 a.m. – 12 p.m., Community Room 
Meet new friends and learn English together. Please register.  
 
Mandarin Storytime 
Thursday, January 9, 11 – 11:30 a.m., Community Room 
Enjoy fun stories, action rhymes, fingerplays and songs in Mandarin and English.  
 
TAB Hacks 2025 – Teen Coding Competition 
Saturday, January 11, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., Community Room 
All participants must be able to attend the entire event. Teams are limited to a maximum of 4 
people; individual projects are permitted.  
 
Special Performance: Musician Mazon Mendoza 
Sunday, January 12, 2 – 3 p.m. 
Known for his distinctive blend of alternative, folk rock, and contemporary music, Mazon 
creates compositions that stand out from the mainstream.  
 
Saratoga Garden Club 
Tuesday, January 14, 7 – 8 p.m., Maple Room 
Join us in prepping for the upcoming National Seed Swap Day by cleaning and packing seeds. 
Please register.  
 
LEGOs 
Wednesday, January 15, 4 – 5 p.m., Orchard Room 
Kids 5+ are invited to join us for an hour of fun. Kids younger than 5 can enjoy Duplos. 
 
Spanish Storytime 
Thursday, January 16, 11 – 11:30 a.m., Community Room 
Enjoy fun stories, action rhymes, fingerplays and songs in Spanish and English.  
 
Teatime Book Chatter 
Thursday, January 16, 1 – 2 p.m. 
We will discuss the featured Silicon Valley Reads book, Loneliness & Company by Charlee 
Dyroff. Stop by the Adult Reference Desk to register and pick up a copy of the book.  
 
Lunar New Year Performance: Lion Dance  
Saturday, January 18, 12 – 1 p.m. 
A captivating and vibrant spectacle, the lion dance is a traditional Chinese performance that 
symbolizes strength, courage, and prosperity.  
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New Year Mindfulness Program 
Saturday, January 18, 2 – 3 p.m., Maple Room 
Start the New Year with a guided mindfulness session, featuring gentle exercises for connecting 
the body and mind, balancing the nervous system and developing self-compassion. 
 
Teen Intro to SQL Workshop 
Sunday, January 19, 2 – 3:30 p.m., Program Room 
Kids ages 12—18 can learn the basics of SQL including database querying and data analysis. 
Bring a laptop if you can. Please register.   
 
Band Jam: Guitar and Ukulele 
Tuesdays, January 23 & 30, 10:15 – 11 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. – 12 p.m., Maple Room 
Bring your instrument and meet people who are also working on their musical journey. Please 
attend one session per day.  
 
Author Talk and Book Signing 
Saturday, January 25, 1:30 – 2:30 p.m., Maple Room 
Author Sonia Gamez will give an overview of her book, Picture Bride, War Pride: The Role of 
Marriage in Shaping Japanese America. There will also be time for a Q&A and book signing.  
 
National Seed Swap Day 
Saturday, January 25, 4 – 5:30 p.m., Maple Room 
Swap seeds with other gardeners in your community.  
 
Board Game Night for Adults 
Monday, January 27, 6 – 8 p.m., Maple Room 
We will have a variety of board games to choose from.  
 
Digital Literacy Class 
Thursday, January 30, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m., Maple Room 
Learn basic computer skills, practice accessing the internet and how to stay safe online.   
 
WOODLAND – 1975 Grant Road 
Monday Meditation and Mindfulness 
Mondays, January 6, 13, & 27, 7 – 7:30 p.m. 
Practice meditation for 20 minutes then ask questions for 10 minutes with the instructor. 
 
Family Storytime: Things That Go! 
Sunday, January 12, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Patio (weather dependent) 
Join us for a storytime filled with stories, songs, fingerplays, and fun.  
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Family Storytime: Lunar New Year 
Sunday, January 26, 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Patio (weather dependent) 
Join us for a storytime filled with stories, songs, fingerplays, and fun.  
 
ONLINE EVENTS (Please register online) 
Online ESL Book Club 
Friday, January 3, 4 – 5 p.m. 
We will read and discuss Life of Pi by Yann Martel.  
 
Reclaiming the Journey: Helping Your High Schooler Thrive Through Meaning and Balance 
Tuesday, January 7, 7 – 8 p.m. 
Learn practical time management strategies that empower students to balance their 
aspirations with personal growth, creating space for both academic success and genuine self-
discovery.  
 
Online English Conversation Club 
Thursdays, January 9, 16, 23, & 30, 11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 
Meet new friends and practice English together.  
 
Virtual Author Talk: T.J. Klune  
Wednesday, January 15, 4 – 5 p.m. 
New York Times bestselling author T.J. Klune will discuss his Cerulean Chronicles, with a special 
focus on his latest novel, Somewhere Beyond the Sea. 
 
Virtual Author Talk: Amanda Montell 
Thursday, January 23, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
New York Times bestselling author Amanda Montell will discuss her new book, The Age of 
Magical Overthinking, which focuses on the belief that our thoughts can influence external 
events. 
 
Virtual Author Talk: Seth Fishman 
Tuesday, January 28, 10 – 11:30 a.m. 
Seth Fishman is the vice president and literary agent at The Gernert Company. He will share the 
agent’s perspective, the publishing journal and answer your questions about getting published.  
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Teen Cookie 

Decorating and 

Study Session
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Children's 

Programs

 Lion Dance (1/5 2:00 pm)

 Bilingual Spanish Storytime (1/7 at 10:30 am)

 Bilingual Mandarin Storytime (1/7 at 1:00 pm)

 Board Game Sunday (1/12 at 2:00 pm)

 Sunday Crafternoon (1/19 at 2:00 pm)

 Story Explorers: TK-1st Grade (1/22 at 4:00 pm)

 Mae Lin and the Magic Brush: A Lunar New Year 

Puppet Show (1/26 at 2:00 pm)
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ADULT & TEEN 

PROGRAMS

 January 6 at 2:00 pm  Slow Flow Yoga

 January 8 at 7:00 pm  – Poetry Open Mic

 January 14 at 7:00 pm – You Can Cook Live with 

Chef Martin Yan

 January 15 at 7:00 pm –Roses: Winter Care and 

Pruning

 January 17 at 11:00 am - DIY Terrarium 

Workshop

 January 27 at 12:00 pm – Now Read This Book 

Club

 January 27 at 7:00 pm – Turning the Tide: 

Community Actions Against Plastic Pollution
https://sccld.org/events 88
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