
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 

March 19, 2024 at 5:00 PM 

City Hall Council Chambers – 450 Virginia Avenue, Long Lake, MN 55356 

AGENDA 
  

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Approve Agenda 

4. Consent Agenda 

A. Approve Minutes of December 19, 2023 Economic Development Authority Meeting 

5. Open Correspondence 
NOTE: Open Correspondence is an item on the agenda during which the public may address the Economic 
Development Authority (EDA). No formal action is taken by the EDA and comments shall be limited to five 
minutes or less. Open Correspondence comments may also be emailed to City staff by 12:00 noon on the date 
of the meeting. 

6. Regular Business 

A. Application for EDA Review - 1905 Wayzata Boulevard W Property, Dog Wellness Club Inc. (Max 
Bitterman)  

B. Discuss Future of 1905 Wayzata Boulevard W Property 

7. Other Business 

8. Adjourn 
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MINUTES 
Economic Development Authority 

December 19, 2023 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The Economic Development Authority meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.  
 
Present:   Chair: Jahn Dyvik; Board: Deirdre Kvale, Mike Feldmann, Charlie Miner, Gina 

Joyce, Tim Hultmann, and Sahand Elmtalab 
 
Staff Present:   City Administrator/Executive Director: Scott Weske 
 
Absent:    None  
   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
APPROVE AGENDA 
A motion was made by Miner, seconded by Hultmann, to approve the agenda.  Ayes: all. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda consisted of the following: 

A. Approve Minutes of April 18, 2023 Economic Development Authority Meeting 
 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Feldmann, to approve the Consent Agenda.  Ayes: all.  
 
OPEN CORRESPONDENCE 
No one was in attendance to address the Economic Development Authority during Open 
Correspondence. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
Recommendation to the City Council Regarding Reappointment of Economic Development Authority 
Member Sahand Elmtalab 
Scott Weske, Executive Director, explained that Sahand Elmtalab has indicated an interest in being 
reappointed consistent with the EDA bylaws. 
 
A motion was made by Dyvik, seconded by Feldmann, to recommend the City Council reappoint Sahand 
Elmtalab to serve as a resident at large member of the Economic Development Authority for a term 
effective January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2025.  Ayes:  all. 
 
Extend Economic Development Authority Chair and Vice-Chair Officer Position Appointments 
Executive Director Weske explained that this agenda item was essentially a housekeeping item to match 
the terms laid out in the bylaws. 
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Chair Dyvik noted that he did not think they should automatically just extend the terms of the current 
Chair and Vice-Chair if there were others interested in serving in that capacity.  He stated that he was 
willing to continue to serve as Chair, but did not want to take that opportunity away from someone else.   
 
Board member Feldmann stated that he agreed and was also willing to continue to serve as Vice-Chair, 
but would also be willing to step aside if someone else wanted that role.  
 
A motion was made by Kvale, seconded by Hultmann, to extend the appointment of Board member Dyvik 
to serve as Chair and Board member Feldmann to serve as Vice-Chair.  Ayes:  all. 
 
Updates from City Staff Regarding Parking Requirements and the Status of City-Owned Property at 
1905 Wayzata Boulevard W. 
Executive Director Weske explained that City Clerk Moeller had intended to be at the meeting to share 
with the EDA about this item, but she was unable to attend due to illness.  He stated that his 
understanding was that the City was seeing interested parties want to put uses the property that do not 
comply with zoning standards such as building size and parking requirements, which somewhat limits 
the opportunities given the smaller size of the property.  He mentioned the example of developing the 
property for a restaurant being a scenario creating parking issues, or even queue issues for a business 
like a coffee shop.  City Clerk Moeller and Planning Consultant Rybak have taken a look at a handful of 
property uses in zoning code where parking may be somewhat restrictive and would be bringing back a 
recommendation to the Planning Commission and the City Council about the possibility of easing up on 
some of the existing restrictions.   
 
The EDA discussed some possible areas where they may be opportunities for a more flexible approach 
to things such as shared parking between businesses.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Land Adjacent to City Owned Parcel – Board member Miner reported that there is a sliver of land north 
of Fire Station 1 that seems to have been a bit of an anomaly with the County.  He stated that the 
property’s status will be fixed and the sliver of land will become part of the bigger piece of land owned 
by the City, as it should have been originally recorded.   
 
ADJOURN 
Hearing no objection, Chair Dyvik adjourned the meeting by general consent at 6:22 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Scott Weske, Executive Director 
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Economic Development Authority Agenda Report 

City of Long Lake 
450 Virginia Avenue, PO Box 606 
Long Lake, MN  55356 

MEETING DATE / March 19, 2024 

SUBJECT: Application for EDA Review - 1905 Wayzata Boulevard W Property,  
Dog Wellness Club Inc. (Max Bitterman)  

Prepared By: Jeanette Moeller, City Clerk Report Date: 3/13/2024 
  
  

Recommended Economic Development Authority Action 

Staff recommends the EDA discuss the above-referenced application and respond to the applicant’s request for 
review and consideration. 

Overview / Background 

Max Bitterman of Dog Wellness Club Inc. has submitted an Application for EDA Review to request the EDA and 
City’s consideration of their concept to develop the property and open a Dog Wellness Club in Long Lake that 
would offer dog daycare, boarding, training, grooming and special community programs.  The applicant has been 
in the industry for 15 years and currently owns/operates other similar facilities in Minneapolis. 

Please refer to the attached application and accompanying materials.  Staff is requesting the EDA review the 
application in order to provide a response to the applicant, and/or to give direction to City staff should the EDA 
wish to continue discussions and begin negotiations with the applicant. 

Supporting Information 
 

 Application for EDA Review 

 Email narrative provided by the applicant’s business partner, Christian Nicklow 

 Concept site layout 

 Memo from Hannah Rybak, Planning Consultant, providing an initial review of the applicant’s 
concept plan 
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Jeanette Moeller <jmoeller@longlakemn.gov>

Fwd: Dog Wellness Club
Scott Weske <sweske@longlakemn.gov> Mon, Jan 22, 2024 at 12:31 PM
To: Jeanette Moeller <jmoeller@longlakemn.gov>

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: christian nicklow <cnicklow@hotmail.com>
Date: Thu, Jan 18, 2024 at 2:27 PM
Subject: Dog Wellness Club
To: sweske@longlakemn.gov <sweske@longlakemn.gov>, Max Bitterman <max@ydbf.email>

 

Hi Sco�,

Thank you for taking my call today about the 1905 Wayzata Blvd property. I have my business partner,
Max Bi�erman, a�ached to this email as well. We would like the opportunity to open a Dog Wellness Club
in Long Lake that offers dog daycare, boarding, training, grooming and special community programs. Max
has been in the industry for 15 years. He currently owns and operates Your Dog's Best Friend, YDBF.org and
Dog Wellness Club, DogWellness.Club. They are both located in the North Loop of Minneapolis.

The Dog Wellness Club is a bit of a disrup�ve force in dog daycare. The model is built on inclusion rather
than incarcera�on and serves as a campus rather than a kennel for the dogs.  The current loca�on is in the
heart of the Minneapolis Farmers Market and it is immersed in community. The Club has a Dog Paren�ng
Center that includes Puppy Classes, AKC Classes, special programs like introducing dogs to families who are
expec�ng new babies, authoring/reading children's books about dogs,  ESA programs for veterans and Peer
Support Dog training programs for local police. Max and his family live in Orono and over the past 15 years
have developed a strong base of clients and advocates in the west suburbs so this would be an ideal
loca�on.

Due to the nature of the Club and the way it has been elevated as a category above tradi�onal dog daycare
in the eyes of it's members, we have many who will drive past 7 or 8 other dog daycares to come to us in
Minneapolis and they would be thrilled to see one open in Long Lake.
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Max's Contact Info:
Max Bitterman
Dog Relater
Max@YDBF.org
Phone# 612 518-2358
Training Your Dog's Best Friend

Google Maps Location & Contact
Facebook 

Daycare/Boarding Dog Wellness Club
Google Maps Location & Contact
Instagram

Media: AnswersFromDogs.com

--
Scott Weske
Long Lake City Administrator
Phone Number 952-473-6961X2
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mailto:Max@YDBF.org
tel:612%20518-2358
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/cf129d87/h43xDggjNUyFrdyDWN7Ppw?u=http://www.ydbf.org/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/75a156d4/yPHx7eaZiE2AoxTF9jSQgA?u=https://goo.gl/maps/ot5tkbymsUp
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/beccdc85/Qx_etgvc5EOqO54o1rXvwQ?u=https://www.facebook.com/dogsmn
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/88acbf01/HgC7abodgEeU3LVZEOEIng?u=http://www.dogwellness.club/
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/67311789/n2D4XP7C7U6yeMJXEXCfaA?u=https://goo.gl/maps/oTiDWsGKWD42
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/be92d4f1/q3yG1bVaKkyaO6fGdBlGTw?u=https://www.instagram.com/dogwellnessclub/
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To:   City of Long Lake  

From:   Hannah Rybak, City Planner  

Date:   February 8, 2024  

Request: Review of Concept Plan for Dog Wellness Club for 1905 West 
Wayzata Blvd.  

 

Zoning District: B-2 General Business, Shoreland Overlay District  

Future Land Use Designation:  Downtown Village Mixed Use 

Proposed Use:  

 Principal Use:  
o Dog daycare, boarding, grooming, training– Permitted  

 Accessory Uses:  
o Outdoor dog play space- Conditional  
o Retail – Incidental to principal use – Permitted    

Zoning Requirements: 

Setbacks were not provided on the concept plan – this table is an estimation of proposed 
setbacks based on the concept plan provided. 

 B-2 Proposed 

Lot area 10,000 SF 20,469 SF  

Lot width 100 FT 125 FT 

Front setback 
(Wayzata Blvd) 

35’ min 17’ 

Corner side setback 
(Lake St.)  

35’ min 8’ 

North side setback 5’ min 18’ 

Rear setback  
(west) 

5’ min  22’ 

Height  35’ max.  15’ 

Parking Lot setback 
(west) 

5’ min 0’  

Parking Lot Setback 
(south) 

10’ min  0’ 

Access Drive Setback  
(west) 

5’ min from  0’ 

Variances necessary for front setbacks from Wayzata Blvd. & Lake St., parking setback from south 
and west property lines, access drive setback from west property line.  

14

Section 6A.



 

Required parking spaces: 

 Animal hospitals or kennels: 1 space per 500 square feet of floor area 
o Building square footage stated as 6,000-9,000 SF.  
o Based on a square footage of 7,500 SF, 15 parking spaces would be required  
o 7 spaces shown on concept plan – variance necessary  

Landscaping Requirement  

 1 tree per 4 parking spaces  
o Concept plan is not clear on the type of landscaping provided  
o If number of trees based on actual parking spaces cannot be provided, a variance 

will be necessary.  

Engineering Considerations  

1. MCWD permitting requirements and Long Lake Stormwater Code may dictate treatment 
of stormwater or rate control of stormwater on site. 

2. Connections to sanitary sewer and water services to be verified. 
3. Existing subgrade conditions to be reviewed for any existing debris or contamination. 
4. Soil borings will be required to determine on-site soil conditions and any possible 

necessary corrections. 
5. Turning movements should be submitted for vehicles navigating the site. Vehicles 

should include passenger vehicles, delivery trucks, fire trucks, waste haulers, etc. 
6. Snow storage will need to be handled by the owner and a plan communicated to the 

City.  
7. Coordination with Hennepin County likely necessary if changes are made to the frontage 

along Wayzata Blvd / CSAH 112 or if any work is proposed within the County right of 
way. 

 
Land Use Approvals 

1. Due to the number of variances mentioned earlier in this report, staff recommends a 
PUD to facilitate the approval of this project, rather than a large number of variances & 
conditional use permit.  

2. Village Design Guidelines review.  
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