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City of Lake Forest Park – Planning Commission 1 
Regular Meeting Minutes: December 09, 2025, 2025; 7:00-9:00pm 2 

Hybrid Meeting Held in the Forest Room at City Hall and Virtually via Zoom 3 
 4 
Planning Commissioners present: Chair Sam Castic, Vice Chair Janne Kaje (via Zoom), Madlyn 5 
Larson, Cherie Finazzo (via Zoom), Meredith LaBonte, David Kleweno, John Drew  6 
 7 
Staff and others present: Mark Hofman, Community Development Director; Jon Lebo, City 8 
Council Liaison  9 
 10 
Members of the Public present: Arthur Lachman. 11 
 12 
Planning Commissioners absent: No commissioners absent. 13 
 14 
Call to order: Chair Castic called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 15 
 16 
Land Acknowledgement: Cmr. Larson read the land acknowledgement. 17 
 18 
Approval of Agenda: Cmr. Larson moved to approve the agenda. Cmr. Finazzo seconded, and the 19 
motion to approve the agenda was carried unanimously. 20 
 21 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: Mr. Hofman provided an edit for attendance. Cmr. Larson made a 22 
motion to approve the November 18, 2025, Meeting Minutes as amended, Cmr. Kleweno seconded 23 
and the motion to approve the minutes was carried unanimously. 24 
 25 
Public Hearing: No public hearing. 26 
 27 
Next meeting: The next meeting occurs on Tuesday, January 13, 2026 28 
 29 
Public Comment: No public comments. 30 
 31 
City Council Liaison Report: No city council report.   32 
 33 
Old Business: 34 
Continued discussion for potential development regulation amendments- minimum street 35 
frontage requirements: Problem statements framing amendment purpose(s) 36 
Mr. Hofman reviewed a basic analysis that he conducted about street frontage. The Planning 37 
Commissioners discussed the analysis and the possible framework and implications of removing 38 
street frontage requirements. 39 
 40 
Continued discussion on questions regarding development community and affordable 41 
housing community guests invited to provide feedback to the Planning Commission  42 
The commissioners reviewed the questions provided by commissioners and members of the public 43 
regarding affordable housing. Commissioners brought up the issue of scale and the framework that 44 
cheaper equals smaller and the issue of affordability. 45 
 46 
 47 
  48 
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Planning Commission 2026 Work Plan for February 2026 City Council 1 
Chair Castic reviewed the items in the draft 2026 Work Plan and the commissioners reviewed all 2 
items in the work plan to discuss how they can achieve the items in the plan during the 2026 year 3 
and any items that should be redrafted or removed from the work plan. The commissioners also 4 
discussed how to tackle issues and the possibility of grants and consultants to move items forward. 5 
 6 
Shared housing discussion 7 
The commissioners discussed affordability within the city and the resources available for students 8 
and seniors in the community for affordable housing. Cmr. Drew discussed the potential of seniors 9 
working with students and younger adults to provide younger adults with housing and seniors with 10 
the ability to keep their homes. 11 
 12 
New Business: 13 
 14 
Reports and Announcements: No reports and announcements.  15 
 16 
Agenda for Next Meeting: Discussion on minimum street frontage, 2026 Work Plan, and 2026 17 
calendar meetings. 18 
 19 
Adjournment: Vice Chair Kaje made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Cmr. Larson seconded, and 20 
the motion was carried unanimously. Chair Castic adjourned at 9:02 PM. 21 
 22 

APPROVED:  23 

 24 
______________________ 25 

                                                                   Sam Castic, Planning Commission Chair 26 


