
 

 

 
 

 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

AGENDA 
 

 

Monday, November 16, 2020 Council Assembly Room 

5:30 PM 70 S. Clayton St, GA 30046 

 

Call to Order 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 

New Business 
Discussion on Variance issues will be limited to 10 minutes per side. Questions from Architectural Review 

Board members and the resulting answers will not infringe on time limit. 

VAR2020-00038; Tracy Swearingen; 138 South Culver Street 

Final Adjournment 
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AGENDA REPORT 
MEETING: ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

AGENDA CATEGORY: NEW BUSINESS 

Item: VAR2020-00038; Tracy Swearingen; 138 South Culver Street 

Department: Planning and Development 

Date of Meeting: Monday, November 16, 2020 

Presented By: Todd Hargrave 

Action Requested: Consideration of new single-family dwelling design  

 

 

Summary:  The applicant requests the consideration of a new single-family dwelling design which 

includes adding a three-car garage on the front setback.   

 

 
Attachments/Exhibits: 

 Report 

 Attachments 
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CITY OF LAWRENCEVILLE 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

VARIANCE REPORT 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
 

VARIANCE CASE NUMBER: VAR2020-00038 

PROPERTY OWNER: ANDREA G. GASOA-ODERIZ 

APPLICANT NAME: TRACY T. SWEARINGEN 

PROPERTY IN QUESTION: 138 SOUTH CLAYTON STREET 

PARCEL ID NUMBER: R5146D094 

PRESENT ZONING: RS-150 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE) 

ORDINANCE SECTION AFFECTED: ZONING ORDINANCE, ARTICLE 6, ARCHITECTURAL AND 

DESIGN STANDARDS, SECTION 601, RESIDENTIAL 

MINIMUM ARCHITECURAL AND DESIGN STANDARDS 

VARIANCE TO ALLOW: BUILDING FAÇADE MATERIALS AND COLORS. 

VARIANCE: 

The Board shall have the power to grant or deny variances and exceptions for existing and new 

buildings/premises located in the Downtown Entertainment District from the architectural 

requirements of the Downtown Entertainment District provided the maximum effort is made 

to comply with the intent of the design standards established in the architectural requirements 

of the Downtown Entertainment District. Blanket variances may be granted for existing 

buildings by the board pursuant to the approval of a specific site plan and elevation drawings. 

EXISTING OR NEW BUILDING: Demolition of existing single-family dwelling to build a 

new, bigger single family-dwelling with an attached 

garage.  

ZONING RECOMMENDATION INCLUDING CONDITIONS AND SAFEGUARDS TO ENSURE 

CONFORMITY TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE: 

The applicant is proposing to demolish an existing single-family dwelling to build a new single-

family dwelling to include an attached garage at a property located at 138 South Culver Street. 

The applicant is requesting the review by the Architectural Review Board because the property 
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lies within the Downtown Entertainment District. Even though the proposed development 

meets the minimum architectural standards set forth in Article 6, adding the garage does not 

meet the overall intent to maintain compatibility with surrounding buildings and community 

features. Additionally, the applicant is proposing fiber cement siding and stone to be used 

throughout the building, however, the structures in the surrounding area were developed with 

brick; the use of brick would be more appropriate for the design of the proposed building.  

The proposal includes removing the current driveway and replacing the concrete with sod; 

creating a new driveway on the northwestern property line. Per Article 1, Section 102.3, The 

RS-150 zoning district (Single-Family Residential) requires a minimum front setback of 35 feet. 

Although the applicant is proposing a three-car garage within the appropriate setback, the 

properties adjacent to the subject property were developed at least 50 feet from the front 

property line and building a three-car garage closer to the front property line may also be 

inconsistent with the area. The applicant may have to redesign the location of the garage to 

create a more harmonious design with the adjacent properties. The applicant proposes to use 

hues of brown for the fiber cement siding which is consistent with Article 6, Section 602, A, 1. 

That requires the use of muted, subdued, or earth-tone colors.    

If built as proposed, the property may not meet the intent of the Downtown Entertainment 

District. Given the aforementioned factors, the Planning and Development Department 

recommends DENIAL of this request. 
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