
 

 

 
 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
 

 

Monday, March 29, 2021 Council Assembly Room 

6:00 PM 70 S. Clayton St, GA 30046 

 

Call to Order 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes: Monday, March 1, 2021 

New Business 

1. SUP2021-00044; Christopher Thomas; 533 and 543 John Connor Court  

Public Comment 
To participate in the Public Comment part of the Agenda, you must register prior to noon in the 
Planning and Zoning Office on Friday before the meeting. Presentations will be limited to two 

minutes.  

Final Adjournment   
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AGENDA REPORT 
MEETING: PLANNING COMMISSION 

AGENDA CATEGORY: NEW BUSINESS 

Item: SUP2021-00044; Christopher Thomas; 533 and 543 John Connor Court  

Department: Planning and Development 

Date of Meeting: Monday, March 29, 2021 

Presented By: Todd Hargrave, Planning and Development Director 

Department 

Recommendation: 

 

DENIAL 

Planning 

Commission 

Recommendation:  

 

 

 
Summary:  The applicant requests a Special Use Permit to allow an Outdoor Storage facility for the 

parking of tractor-trailers and recreational vehicles.  

 
Attachments/Exhibits: 

 SUP2021-00044 REPORT 

 SUP2021-00044 P&D RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 

 SUP2021-00044 ATTACHMENTS 
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CITY OF LAWRENCEVILLE 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

SPECIAL USE REPORT 

 
 

CASE NUMBER:    SUP2021-00044 

APPLICANT: CHRISTOPHER THOMAS 

CONTACT:     RICHARD THOMAS 

PHONE NUMBER:    678.267.5648 

LOCATION:     533 AND 543 JOHN CONNOR COURT 

PARCEL ID: R5177 066 AND 5177 065 

ACREAGE:     4.26 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: TRACTOR-TRAILER AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLE 

OUTDOOR STORAGE AND PARKING 

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION:  DENIAL 

ZONING HISTORY: 

In 1972, the subject property was zoned BG (General Business District). In 2005, the property 

was zoned LM (Light Manufacturing District).  

 
PROJECT DATA: 

The applicant requests a Special Use Permit to allow for the outdoor storage and parking of 

commercial vehicles (tractor and/or trailer) and recreational vehicles. The subject property 

contains approximately 4.26-acre parcel located along the eastern right-of-way of John 

Connor Court at its intersection with the northern right-of-way of Hurricane Shoals Road. The 

property is currently vacant and undeveloped.  

The site plan indicates the proposed development would disturb approximately 3.63-acres 

and consist of 73 parking spaces. Two access points are shown on John Connor Court; no 

landscaping is indicated along the right-of-way. For Outdoor Storage in industrial zoning 

districts, the Zoning Ordinance strictly prohibits outdoor storage in a front yard area, requires 

landscaping within all setback areas, and prohibits outdoor storage from being visible from 

the various arterial and connectors traversing throughout the city limits; including Hurricane 

Shoals Road. Additionally, the site plan does not specifically address the requirements of the 

Development Regulations; which could include improvements to the right-of-way, 
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landscaping, sidewalks, and stormwater management facilities. As presented, the proposed 

outdoor storage facility may be too visible and unsightly for this location; and may not be 

consistent with the policies of the Zoning Ordinance and Development Regulations. 

The City of Lawrenceville 2040 Comprehensive Plan and Future Development Map indicates 

the subject property is located within the Community Mixed Use Character Area. Policies of this 

character area recognize the large-scale redevelopment opportunities are present in 

Lawrenceville. These are areas that could accommodate a diversity of development types and 

densities—including revitalized, mixed-use areas—that build on the existing industrial or 

commercial character. Therefore,  the introduction of an Outdoor Storage facility for the 

parking of commercial and recreational vehicles could be considered inconsistent with the 

2040 Comprehensive Plan. 

The area located along this segment of Hurricane Shoals Road is developed with industrial 

zoning and uses, with a minor commercial component located to the south. Although the 

proposed development may be compatible with the antiquated policies that established the 

existing uses and zoning in the immediate area the proposal, if approved, would contradict the 

core policies created by the City Council which emphasizes land uses considered to be 

compatible with the vision of the City Council. The proposal, as presented could be considered 

to be inconsistent with the vision of the future for this segment of Hurricance Shoals Road.  

In conclusion, the proposed use may be inconsistent with the policies of the 2040 

Comprehensive Plan, Development Regulations, and Zoning Ordinance, which were design 

with a focus on the future and moving on from the past. Given the aforementioned factors, the 

Planning and Development Department recommends DENIAL of the Special Use Permit. 

 

CITY OF LAWRENCEVILLE DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

No comment  

ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

No comment. 

 

GAS DEPARTMENT 

No comment. 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 

No comment 
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 STATE CODE 36-67-3 (FMR.) REVIEW STANDARDS: 

 
1. Will the Special Use Permit allow a use that is suitable in view of the use and 

development of adjacent and nearby property?  

 
Due to the site's high visibility along Hurricane Shoals Road, the requested Special Use 

Permit for an Outdoor Storage facility allowing the parking of tractor-trailers and 

recreational vehicles may not be suitable at the proposed location. 

    
2. Will the Special Use Permit adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent 

or nearby property? 

 

3.  Adverse impacts on adjacent properties could be anticipated in the form of heavy traffic, 

noise/light intrusion, and a degraded visual appearance for the site. The proposed use may 
also compromise the City of Lawrenceville’s vision for the future. 

 

3. Does the property to be affected by the Special Use proposal have a reasonable 
economic use as currently zoned?  

  

 The subject property has a reasonable economic use as currently zoned. 

          
4. Will the Special Use proposal result in use, which will or could cause excessive or 

burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools?  

 
An increase in traffic, stormwater run-off, and utility demand could be anticipated from the 

use of the property as proposed. 

  
5.   Is the Special Use proposal in conformity with the policy and intent of the City of 

Lawrenceville comprehensive plan?  

  

 The 2040 Future Development Map indicates the site is located within a Community Mixed-
Use Character Area. This request may be considered inconsistent with policies for this 

character area which promotes the relocation of heavy industrial and noxious uses and 

discourages activities such as that being requested. 
 

6. Are there other existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development of 

the property, which give supporting grounds for either approval or disapproval of 
the Special Use proposal? 

 

The request to allow the Outdoor Storage and Parking of tractor-trailers and recreational 

vehicles at this location may be counter to the emphasis of the city to formalize and execute 
the marketing and development of the City’s opportunity areas. 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS  

Note: The following conditions are provided as a guide should the City Council choose to 

approve the request.  

Approval of a Special Use Permit for a tractor-trailer and recreational vehicle parking/storage 

lot, subject to the following enumerated conditions:  

1. To restrict the use of the property as follows:  

A. Light industrial uses, which may include a parking/storage lot for tractor-trailers 

and recreational vehicles as a special use.  

B. Buildings shall be finished with architectural treatments of glass, brick, or 

stacked stone. Stucco may be used as an accent material. Final architectural 

elevations shall be subject to review and approval by the Director of Planning 

and Development.  

C. Outdoor parking/storage of tractor-trailers and recreational vehicles shall be 

allowed to encroach 25-feet into the required front yard area along John Connor 

Court and Hurricane Shoals Road. 

D. Outdoor Storage and Parking shall not be located within 25-feet of the right-of-

way of John Connor Court and Hurricance Shoals Road.  

E. The Special Use Permit shall be limited to a period of two years, at which time 

the use shall cease, or an application made for renewal.  

2. To abide by the following site development considerations:  

A. Natural vegetation shall remain on the property until the issuance of a 

development permit.  

B. Provide a 25-foot wide landscape strip and earthen berm along John Connor 

Court and Hurricane Shoals Road. The earthern berm and landscaping shall 

provide an opaque year round visual screening at a minimum height of six feet.  

C. Provide a 15-foot wide landscape strip along the eastern and western property 

lines and 20-foot drainage easement.   

D. Provide a solid wood fence or slatted fence at least 6-feet in height along the 

inside edge of the 15-foot wide landscape strip required along the eastern and 

western property lines and 20-foot drainage easement, except for approved 

access on John Connor Court. The location of a solid wood fence or slatted fence 

shall be subject to review and approval by the Director of Planning and 

Development. 
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E. Landscape plantings shall include a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees and 

shrubs. Trees and shrubs shall be grouped and arranged to create an effective 

and aesthetic visual screen. The final landscape plan shall be subject to review 

and approval by the Director of Planning and Development. 

F. Provide a solid wood fence, masonry wall or slatted fence at least 6-feet in 

height along the side and rear property lines. 

G. Earthern berms, fencing, landscaping and outdoor storage parking shall not be 

located within a drainage easement, pipline easement or sanitary sewer 

easement.  

H. The required fencing shall not contain any signage and shall be maintained in 

good repair at all times. All fencing and screening shall be subject to review and 

approval by the Director of Planning and Development.  

I. Outdoor parking/storage of tractor-trailers and recreational vehicles shall be 

solely within the screened parking area.  

J. Exit/entrance design and location shall be subject to review and approval of the 

City Engineer.  

K. Ground signage shall be limited to monument-type sign(s), and shall be subject 

to review and approval by the Director of Planning & Development. The sign 

shall include an 8 minimum two-foot-high brick base, complementing the 

building’s architectural treatment. The brick base shall extend at least the full 

width of the sign cabinet, and the sign cabinet shall be fully recessed and 

surrounded by the same materials. Ground sign(s) shall not exceed 6 feet in 

height.  

L. Dumpsters shall be located within the fenced and screened parking/storage 

area. 

M. Lighting shall be contained in cut-off type luminaries and shall be directed in 

toward the property so as not to shine directly into adjacent properties or rights-

of-way.  

N. No tents, canopies, temporary banners, streamers, or roping decorated with 

flags, tinsel, or other similar material shall be displayed, hung, or strung on the 

site. No decorative balloons or hot-air balloons shall be displayed on the site. 

Yard and/or bandit signs, sign walkers, and sign-twirlers shall be prohibited.  

O. Peddlers and/or parking lot sales shall be prohibited.  

P. The property owner shall repaint or repair any graffiti or vandalism that occurs 

on the property within 72 hours. 
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From: Chris T
To: Planning & Zoning
Subject: SUP202-00044 Attn: planning and development Letter of intent
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 4:48:51 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of City of Lawrenceville. Maintain caution when
opening external links/attachments.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Chris T <crs.thom101@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Dec 3, 2020, 1:23 PM
Subject: letter of intent
To: Chris thomas <crs.thom101@gmail.com>

AAA A1 Trucking                 
296 Buford Dr.
PO Box 107
Lawrenceville, GA 30046
AAAA1trucking@gmail.com
 
12/1/2020
 
City of Lawrenceville
70 S Clayton St.
PO Box 2200
Lawrenceville, GA 30046
 
 
Dear City of Lawrenceville,
 
Our company here, AAA-A1 Trucking, is submitting this letter with the intent to build a
useful and efficient truck-trailer and storage lot to better serve our community in regards to
having an ideal perfect location for ones to store their heavy duty vehicles and or storage unit
and trailers etc. Ones even with RV’s-Campers, boats are also more than welcome to be stored
at this prime location. Our plans for this Truck-Trailer parking and storage lot is definitely
with the mindset and awareness of knowing how at times, especially the inopportune times it
can be for many drivers to find such a lot to park their heavy duty vehicles at a location that
isn’t already occupied to full capacity.
 
We understand that a parking lot or car park, also known as a car lot, is a cleared area that is
intended for parking vehicles. When we replace car for truck and combine that with trailer and
storage, we understand and fully intend for the use of this property to be used specifically for
that sole purpose. We respect and accept the liabilities that will come from this privilege.
 
We are willing as a company to put the time and effort along with the proper amount of
resources to complete such a tall task. We accept the responsibility to complete this amazing
opportunity to better our fellow drivers and community with a place to come and store their
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heavy duty trucks, trailers, and etc. Thank you for your time and we hope we can make this
project a reality with your help!
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Richard and Chris Thomas
Owner and Co-Owner of AAA A1 Trucking

Page 9

1.



�����������	
����


��
	��������������������	������������������ �!"��##"$� �!%�&'��

(��!��)�

(��!�����*+�,,-���(��	����)�)&). "�"Page 10

1.



�����������	
����


��
	��������������������	������������������ �!"��##"$� �!%�&'��

(��!��)�

(��!�����*+�,,-���(��	����)�)&). "�"Page 11

1.



�����������	
����


��
	��������������������	������������������ �!"��##"$� �!%�&'��

(��!��)�

(��!�����*+�,,-���(��	����)�)&). "�"Page 12

1.



�����������	
����


��
	��������������������	������������������ �!"��##"$� �!%�&'��

(��!��)�

(��!�����*+�,,-���(��	����)�)&). "�"Page 13

1.



SUP2021-00044 

Received: January 15, 2021 

Planning and Development Department
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SUP2021-00044 

Received: January 15, 2021 

Planning and Development Department
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