
 

 

 
 

 

BOARD OF APPEALS 

AGENDA 
 

 

Monday, March 18, 2024 Council Chambers 

6:00 PM 70 S. Clayton St, GA 30046 

 

Call to Order 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes 

New Business 

Discussion on variance requests will be limited to 10 minutes per side. Questions from Board of 

Appeals members and the resulting answers will not infringe on time limit. 

1. VAR2024-00116; United Rentals c/o  David Stratton; 255 Equipment Court 

2. VAR2024-00117; Nevil & Margaret Wilson; 278 New Hope Road 

Final Adjournment 
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AGENDA REPORT 
MEETING: BOARD OF APPEALS 

AGENDA CATEGORY: NEW BUSINESS 

Item: VAR2024-00116; United Rentals c/o  David Stratton; 255 Equipment Court 

Department: Planning and Development 

Date of Meeting: Monday, March 18, 2024 

Applicant Request: Relief from Zoning Ordinance, Article 2, Supplemental and Accessory Use 

Standards, Section 200.3.55 Outdoor Storage-Industrial, Subsection A.4 

and Development Regulations, Article VIII, Buffer, Landscaper and Tree 
Ordinance, Section 8.4 Landscape Regulations 

Presented By: Todd Hargrave, Director of Planning and Development Department 

 

 
Summary:  The applicant requests to remove screening requirements by a combination of fencing 

and landscaping. 

 
Attachments/Exhibits:  

 VAR2024-00116_Report 

 VAR2024-00116_Application 

 VAR2024-00116_Letter of Intent  

 VAR2024-00116_Legal Description 

 VAR2024-00116_Exhibit 

 VAR2024-00116_Landscaping Plan 
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VARIANCE 

CASE NUMBER: VAR2024-00116 

 

Appeal Description:  Allow to remove screening requirements by a 
combination of fencing and landscapin g 

Applicant Name: United Rentals 

Development Type: LM (Light Manufacturing) 

Ordinance: Zoning Ordinance & Development Regulations 

Code Section: 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoning Ordinance, Article 2, Supplemental 

and Accessory Use Standards, Section 
200.3.55 Outdoor Storage-Industrial, 

Subsection A.4. 

Development Regulations, Article VIII, Buffer, 

Landscaper and Tree Ordinance, Section 8.4 

Landscape Regulations 

Recommendation: DENIAL 

Subdivision: Stephens Park 316 

Property Address:  255 Equipment Court  

Parcel #: R7012 116 
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Variance Request:  

The applicant requests a Variance to allow the elimination of the tree 

planting requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, Article 2, Supplemental and 

Accessory Use Standards, Section 200.3.55 Outdoor Storage -Industrial, 

Subsection A.4., and the Development Regulations, Article VIII, Buffer, 

Landscaper and Tree Ordinance, Section 8.4 Landscape Regulations  which 

reads as follows:  

Zoning Ordinance: 

Article 2 Supplemental and Accessory Use Standards, Section 200.3. 

Supplemental Use Standards (As Per Section 103 .2, Use Table), Section 

200.3.55 Outdoor Storage - Industrial, Subsection A.4.  

A. Outdoor storage of items, equipment, materials, and supplies which 

are not offered for sale, but which are normally appurtenant to a 

permitted use, provided that such storage  meets the following 

requirements:  

1. Such property is not directly adjacent to a residential property.  

2. Such property is not located within the boundary of the geographical 

area of the Lawrenceville Downtown Development Authority.  

3. Storage shall be in the rear or side yard, except where any part of the 

property is adjacent to, or the storage is visible within a distance of 

two hundred and fifty (250) feet from, Pike Street, Five Forks -Trickum 

Road, Scenic Highway, Lawrenceville Highw ay, Buford Drive (Hwy. 

20), Hurricane Shoals Road, Lawrenceville Suwanee Road, Sugarloaf 

Parkway, Grayson Highway, or Gwinnett Drive, in which case all items 

shall be stored in a rear yard only.  

4. Stored items shall be screened by a solid opaque fence at le ast six (6) 

feet height, by landscaping creating a complete visual buffer, or by a 

combination of fencing and landscaping, and no item shall be placed 

at a height exceeding that of the screening fence or landscaping 

materials; and.  
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5. Under no circumstances shall an owner or occupant of any property 

store any junk, scrap metal, rags, paper, or abandoned, wrecked, 

junked or scrap material, or any part thereof, outdoors.  

Development Regulations: 

Development Regulations, Article VIII,  Buffer, Landscaper and Tree 

Ordinance, Section 8.4 Landscape Regulations, Subsection 8.4.2  
Landscape Strip: 

Required Landscape Strips shall contain landscaping and plantings 

within the Landscape Strip and shall meet the following minimum 

requirements:  

A. Shall be a minimum ten (10)  feet in width located on private property 

adjacent to the right-of-way. 

B. Shall contain no encroachments of impervious surfaces except for 

perpendicular ingress and egress access and signs . 

C. One (1) tree for each twenty-five (25) linear feet of Landscape Str ip 

length shall be provided. Deciduous trees shall be at least three (3) 

inches in diameter and evergreen trees shall be at least six (6) feet in 

height at time of planting. Genus and species of required Landscape 

Strip trees are encouraged to be found in Appendix “A”; however, 

alteration from Appendix “A” shall be permitted as authorized by the 

Director. 

D. Three (3) evergreen shrubs for each twenty -five (25) linear feet of 

Landscape Strip length shall be provided. Evergreen shrubs shall be a 

minimum size of three (3) gallon container at time of planting and 

must be of a species with a minimum mature height of three (3) feet.  
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E. Trees and shrubs required herein may be planted and spaced 

singularly or in groups as authorized by the Director so long as the 

total number of plantings is achieved. The spacing of trees along the 

Landscape Strip is encouraged to be uniform to create consistency. 

Shrubs are encouraged to be grouped together in an intentional 

design. 

F. The remaining ground area shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded 

with grass, and / or planted with groundcover species and / or 

provided with other landscaping material, season al flower beds or 

any combination thereof.  

The purpose of the various rules and regulations administered and enforced 

by the Planning and Development Department relating specifically to the 

landscape requirements is to cultivate and encourage a higher leve l of tree 

preservation and to enhance the city’s natural environment through 

replacement of tree and landscape material without denying the 

reasonable, highest, and best use and enjoyment of real property. The intent 

is to provide standards for the preserv ation, removal, and replacement of 

trees as part of the land development and building construction processes.  

The requested Variances may not be appropriate and could negatively affect 

the intent of the City’s efforts to effectively communicate an appropriate 

greeting to residents or visitors that “you are home” or “welcome to our 

town.” The proposed request to eliminate the required tree plantings could 

diminish this standard which is intended to improve the quality of 

redevelopment projects throughout the City of Lawrenceville.   

Therefore, the requested Variances allowing the elimination of the required 

landscaping may be counter to  the emphasis of the City ’s efforts to improve 

the overall image of the City of Lawrenceville. Given the aforementioned 

factors, the Planning and Development Department recommends DENIAL  for 

the requested Variances. 
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P&D RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 

VAR2024-00116_03182024 

Note: The following conditions are provided as a guide should the Board of 

Appeals choose to approve the request.  

The required ten-foot (10 ft.) landscape strip shall be planted as follows:  

1. Trees - Install ten (10) Quercus Virginia/Southern Live Oak 

measuring eight inches (8 in.) in diameter  at breast height (DBH) 

at time of planting. Tree spacing shall be fifty linear feet (50 LFT) 

between trees.  

2. Shrubs - Install one hundred ninety-six (196) Ilex Cornuta “Burford 

II” Burford Holly measuring six feet (6 ft.) in height at time of 

planting.  

3. Ground Cover - The remaining balance of the ten -foot (10 ft.)  

landscape strip shall consist of Paspalum Notatum/Bahia Sod.  

4. The applicant shall submit a landscape plan for review and 

approval of the Director of Planning and Dev elopment. 
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Reading and Adoption 

Name Title Attendance Vote 

Cory Acuff  Chairman   

Joseph Wise Vice Chairman   

Caitlin Herndon Board Member   

Leafus Thomas III  Board Member   

Steven Twombly Board Member   

 

Date of Action:   

Motion:  

Mover:  

Seconder:  

Vote Carried:   

Action Taken:    

Action Certified By:   

Title:   

Date:  
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
VAR2024-00116 
RECEIVED 1.3.2024

Page 9

1.



PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
VAR2024-00116 
RECEIVED 1.3.2024
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
VAR2024-00116 
RECEIVED 1.3.2024
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EXHIBIT "A" 

Legal Description 

255 Equipment Court, Lawrenceville, Georgia 30046 

Gwinnett County Tax Parcel ID#: R7012 116 

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND LOT 12 OF THE 7TH DISTRICT OF GWINNETT 

COUNTY, GEORGIA, BEING LOT 5, BLOCK A CONTAINING 6.4949 ACRES, STEPHENS 316 PARK, UNIT ONE, AS PER 

PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 99, PAGE 116, GWINNETT COUNTY RECORDS, WHICH PLAT IS INCORPORATED 

HEREIN BY REFERENCE. 

LESS AND EXCEPT THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY CONVEYED BY RIGHT OF WAY DEED TO DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION AT DEED BOOK 50390, PAGE 558, GWINNETT COUNTY RECORDS. 

Less & Except: 

RIGHT OF WAY 

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND LOT 12 OF THE 7TH DISTRICT OF GWINNETT 

COUNTY, GEORGIA, BEING SHOWN DESCRIBED WITHIN ON THE ATTACHED PLATS MARKED EXHIBIT "B'' AND 

BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGINNING AT A POINT 60.00 FEET RIGHT OF AND OPPOSITE STATION 1605+34.76 ON THE CONSTRUCTION 

CENTERLINE OF US AUTO SALES BLVD RAMP ON GEORGIA HIGHWAY P.I. NO. 0013893; RUNNING THENCE N 

68°3.5'45.7" E A DISTANCE OF 125.58 FEET TO A POINT 41.85 FEET RIGHT OF AND OPPOSITE STATION 1606+59.03 

ON SAID CONSTRUCTION CENTERLINE LAID OUT FOR US AUTO SALES BLVD RAMP; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY 

178.53 FEET ALONG THE ARC OF A CURVE (SAID CURVE HAVING A RADIUS OF 1205.00 FEET AND A CHORD 

DISTANCE OF 178.36 FEET ON A BEARING OF N 72°50'25.2" E) TO THE POINT 29.21 FEET RIGHT OF AND OPPOSITE 

STATION 1608+36.94 ON SAID CONSTRUCTION CENTERLINE LAID OUT FOR US AUTO SALES BLVD RAMP; 

THENCE N 77°05'04.7" E A DISTANCE OF 188.54 FEET TO A POINT 29.81 FEET RIGHT OF AND OPPOSITE STATION 

1610+25.49 ON SAID CONSTRUCTION CENTERLINE LAID OUT FOR US AUTO SALES BLVD RAMP; THENCE S 

16°22'00.0" E A DISTANCE OF 30.24 FEET TO A POINT 60.00 FEET RIGHT OF AND OPPOSITE STATION 1610+27.21 

ON SAID CONSTRUCTION CENTERLINE LAID OUT FOR US AUTO SALES BLVD RAMP; THENCE S 76°54'14.2" W A 

DISTANCE OF 492.45 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. SAID TRACT CONTAINING 0.267 ACRES MORE 

OR LESS. 

LIMITED ACCESS 

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND LOT 12 OF THE 7TH DISTRICT OF GWINNETT 

COUNTY, GEORGIA, BEING SHOWN DESCRIBED WITHIN ON THE ATTACHED PLATS MARKED EXHIBIT "B" AND 

BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

FOR THE SAME CONSIDERATION GRANTOR HEREBY CONVEYS AND RELINQUISHES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION ALL RIGHTS OF ACCESS BETWEEN THE LIMITED ACCESS HIGHWAY AND APPROACHES 

THERETO ON THE ABOVE NUMBERED HIGHWAY PROJECT AND GRANTOR'S REMAINING REAL PROPERTY 

FROM WHICH SAID RIGHT OF WAY IS TAKEN EXCEPT AT SUCH POINTS AS DESIGNATED AND SHOWN ON THE 

ATTACHED PLAT PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGINNING AT A POINT 60.00 FEET RIGHT OF AND OPPOSITE STATION 1605+34.76 ON THE CONSTRUCTION 

CENTERLINE OF US AUTO SALES BLVD RAMP ON GEORGIA HIGHWAY P.I. NO. 0013893; RUNNING THENCE N 

76°54'14.2" E A DISTANCE OF 492.45 FEET TO A POINT 60.00 FEET RIGHT OF AND OPPOSITE STATION 1610+27.21 

ON SAID CONSTRUCTION CENTERLINE LAID OUT FOR US AUTO SALES BLVD RAMP. BEING 492.45 LINEAR FEET, 

MORE OR LESS. 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
VAR2024-00116 
RECEIVED 2.1.2024
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AGENDA REPORT 
MEETING: BOARD OF APPEALS 

AGENDA CATEGORY: NEW BUSINESS 

Item: VAR2024-00117; Nevil & Margaret Wilson; 278 New Hope Road 

Department: Planning and Development 

Date of Meeting: Monday, March 18, 2024 

Applicant Request: Relief from Article 1, Section 102.3 RS-150 Single-Family Residential 

District, Subsection B. Lot Development Standards 

Presented By: Todd Hargrave, Director of Planning and Development Department 

 

 

Summary:  The applicant requests a reduction in the minimum lot area from 15,000 sf. to 12,692 sf. 
 

Attachments/Exhibits:  

 VAR2024-00117_Report 

 VAR2024-00117_Application 

 VAR2024-00117_Letter of Intent  

 VAR2024-00117_Legal Description 

 VAR2024-00117_Survey 
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VARIANCE 

CASE NUMBER: VAR2024-00117 

Appeal Description:  Allow a reduction in the minimum lot area 

from 15,000 sf. to 12,692 sf. 

Applicant Name: Nevil & Margaret Wilson 

Development Type: RS-150 (Single-Family Residential  District) 

Ordinance: Zoning Ordinance 

Code Section: 

 

 

Article 1, Section 102.3  

RS-150 Single-Family Residential District, 

Subsection B. Lot Development Standards 

Recommendation:  APPROVAL 

Subdivision: N/A 

Property Address:  278 New Hope Road  

Parcel #: R5174 060 
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Variance Request:  

Tract 1-  

The applicant requests a Variance to allow the existing encroachment into 

the front setback of the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, Article 1, 

Districts, Section 102.3 RS-150 Single-Family Residential District, 

Subsection B. Lot Development Standards  

Tract 2-  

The applicant requests a Variance to allow the reduction of the Minimum Lot 

Area from 15,000 square feet to 12,692 square feet , as proposed on the 

survey provided; of the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, Article 1, 

Districts, Section 102.3 RS-150 Single-Family Residential District, 

Subsection B. Lot Development Standards . 

Regulations read as follows:  

Zoning Ordinance: 

Zoning Ordinance, Article 1, Section 102.3 RS-150 Single Family Residential 

District, Subsection B. Lot Development Standards : 

 
 

The purpose of a Variance request is to provide  a property owner relief from 

certain provisions of a zoning ordinance when, because of the physical 
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surroundings, shape, or topographical condition of the property, 

compliance would result in a particular hardship upon the owner, as 

distinguished from a mere inconvenience or desire to make more money.  

The site is developed with one lot totaling 0.6 693 acres (29,156 square feet), 

consisting of a one-story brick and frame dwelling, driveways, and accessory 

structures. As proposed, the applicant intends to subdivide an existing lot 

of record into two lots: Tract 1 (16, 464 sq. ft.) and Tract 2 (12,692 sq. ft.) ,  

and demolish the existing detached garage that would be in the proposed 

new property line. The Minimum Lot Area for the RS-150 zoning 

classification is 15,000 square feet. The reduction in the minimum standard 

may be due to the existing conditions (e.g. structures)  which presents a set 

of challenges relating to the overall design of the new lots. The reduction in 

the minimum standards would result in an approximately fifteen percent 

(15%) reduction or 2,308 square feet. The applicant is reminded that future 

development of the property will require compliance with municipal and 

county rules and regulations.  

Therefore, the requested Variance allowing a reduction in the Minimum Lot 

Area would be within a level of tolerance that is acceptable to the 

Department. Given the aforementioned factors, the Planning and 

Development Department recommends APPROVAL  for the requested 

Variance.    

P&D RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 

VAR2024-00117_03182024 

1. The site shall be developed in accordance with the “Exemption Plat” 

prepared for Nevil Wilson and Margaret Wilson, prepared by McNally 

& Patrick, dated January 4, 2024. Subject to the review and approval 

of the Director of the Planning and Development Depa rtment.   

2. Tract 1- the existing dwelling built in 1955 may encroach into the front 

setback by 15 feet. In case of demolition and rebuild, the new 
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construction shall meet the current development standards of the 

Zoning Ordinance.  

3. Tract 2- Allow a reduction in the Minimum Lot Area from 15,000 square 

feet to 12,692 square feet.  
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Reading and Adoption 

Name Title Attendance Vote 

Darion Ward Chairman   

Sheila Huff  Vice Chairman   

Bruce Hardy Board Member   

Jim Nash Board Member   

Stephanie 
Henriksen 

Board Member   

 

Date of Action:   

Motion:  

Mover:  

Seconder:  

Vote Carried:   

Action Taken:   

Action Certified By:   

Title:   

Date:  
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