City Council Special Meeting

Minutes

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 6:00 PM
27400 Southfield Road, Lathrup Village, Michigan 48076

A HERITAGE OF GOOD LIVING

1. Call to Order by Mayor Garrett Called meeting to order at 6:02 pm
2. Discussion
A. Presentations: Parliamentary Procedures and Governance (Eleanor Siewart)

Ms. Siewart explained current Council rules and how they relate to parliamentary procedures
using the attached PowerPoint presentation.

3 Adjourn
Meeting adjourned @ 7:55

| Kelda London, acting on behalf of the City Clerk, for the City of Lathrup Village, Michigan, do
hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted at the Regular meeting of the Lathrup Village
City Council held on December 14, 2021.
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“Effective Meetings”
Lathrup Village
December 14, 2021

Eleanor A. Siewert
Professional Registered Parliamentarian
e.siewert@wayne.edy
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Funnel of Laws

[1 There 1s a certain order to the laws or rules
by which a municipality in Michigan must
conduct itself.

[ Constitution of the United States
[l Applicable Federal Laws
(Which vary by municipality.)
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Funnel of Laws (con’t)

[ Michigan Constitution of 1963

[1 Applicable Michigan Laws

— Two of which are particularly significant in
municipal government in Michigan.

22X XYY

27400 Southfield Rd | Southfield, M1 48076 | 248.557.2600 | www.lathrupvillage.org



http://www.lathrupvillage.org/

Funnel of Laws (con’t)

1 Open Meetings Act of 1976

The basic intent is to require public bodies to
conduct business at open meetings.

[ Freedom of Information Act of 1976

The basic intent is to regulate and set
requirements for the disclosure of public
records by all public bodies.
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Coco Siewert, PRP

Funnel of Laws (con’t)

[1 City or Village Charter

[1 Home Rule Cities Act of 1909

Provides framework for how a city may
incorporate and govern itself.

[1 General Law Village Act of 1895
Sets rules and regulations for villages.

Coco Siewert, PRP
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Funnel of Laws (con’t)

[1 Ordinances: Laws passed by municipal
government.

[ Council Rules of Order: Governs the
procedure of the public meetings, may
include rules for public comment,
cancellation of meetings, etc.

Coco Siewert, PRP
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Parliamentary Procedure-Why?

[ Tool that enables members to accomplish
municipality’s goals.

[l A recognizable format for a meeting.

[1 Introduces motions that lead to decision-
making.

[l Prescribes minutes that record action.
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Basic Objectives of
Parliamentary Law

[ Accomplish the objectives for which the
group 1s organized.

[l Expedite business.

[l Insure justice and equality to all.

[J Maintain order.
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Rules of Debate

[ The maker of the motion is entitled to speak
first.

[J A member may not speak against his own
motion, but may vote against it.

[1 All remarks must be limited to the merits of
the subject immediately under discussion.
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Rules of Debate

[ All remarks must be addressed to or through
the chair.

[1 Personal comments about other individuals
should be avoided.

[l Members are seldom referred to by name;
rather by title.

) No member may comment adversely on any
prior act of the body.

Coco Siewert, PRP 10
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Rules During Public Debate

[ No person should speak a second time on a
motion as long as another is requesting
recognition to speak for a first time on the
issue/motion.

[1 Remarks should be limited to two minutes.

[ The speaker may be asked, but not required
to state name and any other requested
identifying information.
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Coco Siewert. PRP

Rules for Public Debate

[J Remarks must be confined to the pending
question.

[J Speakers should address the chair and not
enter into debate with other members of the
audience.

[ During debate the chair shall make an effort
to alternate between supporting and
opposing arguments.
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Amending

[J Object: To change the main motion that is
on the floor.

[0 Form: I move to amend by inserting
Or I move to amend by striking out
Or I move to strike out and insert

» Amendments made one at a time and pertain
i » to the motion. Require a second, is debatable

2 ® & amendable, needs a majority vote.
. »

2 Coco Siewert, PRP
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Amending

[ “Friendly Amendments”

Friendly amendments may be used as long as
every member of the body is in agreement
with the amendment being proposed. Once a
motion is stated by the chair it belongs to all
members, not just the maker and the seconder.
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Coco Siewert, PRP

Postpone to a Definite Time

[1 Object: To put off action on a motion on the
floor to another time, day or meeting.

[l Form: I move to postpone the motion to the
next meeting.

Or I move to postpone the motion until
after the guest speaks.

Requires a second, is debatable & amendable
and needs a majority vote.

Coco Siewert, PRP
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Reconsider

[1 Object: To bring a motion made in the same
meeting back for another vote.

[1 Form: [ move to reconsider the motion to
I voted on the prevailing side.

Can only be used in same meeting or on the
next day. Requires a second and is debatable
and requires a majority vote.
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Coco Siewert, PRP

Rescind

1 Object: To cancel a previous action or
order.

0 Form: I move to rescind the motion relating
to ... adopted at the ....meeting.

Cannot be used when something has been
done that is impossible to undo.

Requires a second, is debatable and
amendable. A 2/3 vote is required when
notice is not given/majority vote with notice.

Coco Siewert, PRP 17
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Tips for Better Meetings

[] Start the meeting on time

[l Have clear rules of procedure that are
designed to encourage audience
participation

[ Direct all comments and questions through
the chair

[ Discourage the addition of last minute items
not already on the agenda

Coco Siewert, PRP
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