
 

AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Thursday, April 02, 2026  

6:30 PM 

Village Hall – 21 East Church Street, Lake Orion, MI 48362 

(248) 693-8391 ext. 102  

Each person wishing to address the BZA shall be afforded an opportunity to do so. Anyone that would like 
to make a public comment  must first sign the "Sign In" sheet located near the main entrance door. If you 
wish to comment, please stand or raise a hand to indicate that you wish to speak. When recognized, give 
your name and address and direct your comments to the Chair. Members of the public shall be allowed a 
maximum of three (3) minutes for each person wishing to make a public comment. 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 

3. Approval of Agenda 

4. First Hearing of the Public (for items not scheduled for a public hearing) 

5. Approval of Minutes 

A. Approval of December 4, 2025, BZA Regular Meeting Minutes 

6. BZA Preface 

7. Public Hearing 

A. Public Hearing: A-26-001 (356 Oak Ln) Dimensional Variance Request 

8. Action Items 

A. A-26-001 – 356 Oak Ln Dimensional Variance Request 

B. Discussion of the BZA Bylaws, Including Article V: Order of Business 

9. Unfinished Business 

10. Second Hearing of the Public (for items not scheduled for a public hearing) 
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11. Board Member Comments 

12. Next Regular Meeting - May 7, 2026 

13. Adjournment 

In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a disability should 
feel free to contact the Village, at least three (3) business days in advance of the meeting, if requesting 
accommodations. The Village of Lake Orion will provide foreign language or hearing impaired 
interpretation services for those individuals who contact the village to request such services at least 
seven (7) days prior to the meeting. 

En el espíritu de la observancia de la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades, las personas con 
discapacidad debe sentirse libre para ponerse en contacto con el pueblo, por lo menos tres (3) días 
hábiles de antelación a la fecha de la reunión, si se solicitan alojamiento. El municipio de Lake Orion 
proporcionará idioma extranjero o personas con problemas de audición servicios de interpretación para 
las personas que se ponen en contacto con el pueblo de solicitar dichos servicios con no menos de siete 
(7) días antes de la reunión. 
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BOARD ACTION SUMMARY SHEET 

MEETING DATE: April 2, 2026 

TOPIC Approval of December 4, 2025, BZA Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: To approve the December 4 2025, Board of Zoning Appeals Regular 
Meeting Minutes, as presented.  
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MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Thursday, December 4, 2025 

6:30 PM 

Village Hall – 21 East Church Street, Lake Orion, MI 48362 

(248) 693-8391 ext. 102  

 

1. Call to Order 
The Thursday, December 4, 2025 Regular Meeting of the Lake Orion Board of Zoning Appeals was 
called to order by Chairperson Mathisen at 6:37 p.m.  

2. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 

PRESENT 
Chairperson Brad Mathisen  
Vice Chairperson Raymond Putz 
Secretary Brenton Bailo 
Board Member Henry Lorant 
Board Member Mary Chayka-Crawford 
 
ABSENT 

None 

STAFF PRESENT 
Laura Haw, McKenna 
Village Manager Darwin McClary 

Recording Secretary Danielle Smith 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
Board Member Bailo moved, Board Member Lorant seconded, to approve the December 4, 2025 
regular meeting agenda of the Board of Zoning Appeals, as presented. 
AYES:   Mathisen, Lorant, Chayka-Crawford, Bailo, Putz 

NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:          None 
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MOTION:         Carried 
 

4. First Hearing of the Public  
None.  
 

5. Approval of Minutes 
A. Approval of BZA Minutes – November 6, 2025 
Board Member Bailo moved, Board Member Lorant seconded, to approve the November 6, 2025 
regular meeting minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals, as presented. 
AYES:  Mathisen, Lorant, Chayka-Crawford, Bailo, Putz  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
MOTION:  Carried 
 

6.    BZA Preface  
Chairperson Mathisen reviewed the meeting procedures.  
 

7. Public Hearing 
None. 
 

8. New Business 
A. Adopt the 2026 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting Schedule 
Board Member Chayka-Crawford moved, Board Member Mathisen seconded, to approve the 
meeting schedule establishing the 2026 meeting dates for the Board of Zoning Appeals for the 
Village of Lake Orion and authorize the clerk to post the schedule pursuant to the Open Meetings 
Act. 
AYES:  Mathisen, Lorant, Chayka-Crawford, Bailo, Putz  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
MOTION:  Carried 

 
9. Unfinished Business   

A. A-25-005 – 256 S. Broadway St. Dimensional Variance Request 
Board Member Bailo moved, Board Member Chayka-Crawford seconded, to remove from the table 
item A-25-005 256 S. Broadway St. Dimensional Variance Request for further discussion and possible 
action. 
AYES:  Mathisen, Lorant, Chayka-Crawford, Bailo, Putz  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
MOTION:  Carried 
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The applicant is requesting a variance for an accessory structure that has already been constructed 
within the required waterfront setback. 
 
As requested, the construction of the pergola on the west elevation in the waterfront yard would 
require one (1) variance from the dimensional standards of the zoning ordinance. The applicant is 
requesting the following variance from the zoning ordinance.  
 
ARTICLE 12, SCHEDULE OF REGULATIONS, SECTION 12.02 TABLE – RL ZONING DISTRICT 
 
Waterfront (West) Setback:             Required:             25 ft. minimum 

Existing:  13 ft. 7 in. 
Proposed (Ex.): 13 ft. 7 in. 
Variance:  11 ft. 5 in. 

 
Laura Haw, of McKenna, presented a synopsis of the variance request and was available to answer 
any questions from the Board. 
 
Village Manager McClary provided clarification and additional documentation regarding the order of 
events that brought this case before the board. 
 
David Goodloe, Orion Township Building Official, stated that the former village planner gave verbal 
approval for the pergola to be built on the condition that the pergola was not attached to any other 
structure. Mr. Goodloe further stated that he was under the assumption that the applicants were 
going to receive the approved documents from the village.  
 
Board Member Chayka-Crawford asked Mr. Goodloe if a permit was ever sought from the township. 
Mr. Goodloe shared that the permit was denied once the township realized the pergola was never 
approved by the village. 
 
Board Member Bailo asked if the pergola was attached to the restaurant. Mr. Goodloe stated it was 
not.  
 
Mr. Goodloe further shared he believes the board has to look at the facts of the case and the 
practical difficulty he believes the property provides to the applicants.  
 
Matthew Gibb, director of the Lake Orion Downtown Development Authority, stated the pergola is 
considered an accessory structure to the building that does not alter the permitted use. Mr. Gibb 
argued the pergola sits atop an existing approved outdoor space and the applicant relied on good 
faith from the former village planner. 
 
Chris Dewey, Doug Jones and Lisa S., applicants, 256 S. Broadway St., Lake Orion, MI 48362, 
summarized the order of events in which they stated the case unfolded. Additionally, the applicants 
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asked how they would have been notified if their application was denied. Village Manager McClary 
stated that the applicant would have received an email. 
 
Board Member Chayka-Crawford asked if the pergola was completed by the time the stop work 
order was received. The applicants stated that was the case. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Board Member Bailo moved, Board Member Chayka-Crawford seconded, to add the 110 support 
letters and one opposition letter to the record as an appendix to the minutes. 
AYES:  Mathisen, Lorant, Chayka-Crawford, Bailo, Putz  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
MOTION:  Carried 
 
The following individuals spoke in favor of the variance request: 

 Dominic Moceri, Moceri Companies 

 Christian Mills, 121 S. Broadway St. 

 Chuck Jones, 2842 Aurora Dr. 

 Jack L., 573 Bellevue Ave. on behalf of the landlord of the property 

 Matt Pfeiffer, 497 Bellevue Ave. 

 Robert, 852 Island Point Dr. 

 Steven Novak, 220 Bellevue Ave. 

 Scott Jones, 2767 Aldrin Dr. 

 Jim Cummins, 228 Atwater St. 

 Mel Kendziorski, 2605 Browning Dr.  
 
Sue Albert, 228 S. Broadway St., shared concerns regarding the permit process, lack of 
communication between the village and township, usage during the wintertime and potential noise 
concerns.  
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
Laura Haw, of McKenna, reviewed the following findings of fact: 
1. The restaurant and patio pergola for outdoor dining is a permitted use in the MU Mixed-Use 

District. It matches the intent of the district and the outdoor dining is a common enjoyment as 
an accessory use to a restaurant.  

2. The site plan for the restaurant has been permitted. 
3. Screening will be provided by the applicant to create a more natural feature and to soften the 

frontage along the waterfront. 
4. The existing footprint of the structure limits the availability of the applicant to construct outdoor 

dining along the waterfront, which is considered a preexisting condition that was not self-
created. 

7

Section 5, Item A.



   

 

   

 

5. The proposed patio pergola does not impair the views of adjacent property owners. 
6. The proposal does not negatively impact public health, safety and welfare. 
7. The size of the pergola is the minimum requested and is to be constructed over the existing 

patio.  
8. The pergola structure does not extend the permanent footprint of the building.  

 
BOARD DELIBERATION 
Board Member Chayka-Crawford reiterated that when the board grants a variance, there are 
guidelines that must be followed in order to not set a precedent. She further stated that she is in 
favor of the variance request, not just because of the information that was presented, but also 
because she believes there was miscommunication between the village, township and applicants 
and the village bares some responsibility regarding the hardship that has befallen the applicant. 
 
Board Member Bailo agreed with Board Member Chayka-Crawford and believes that there are 
lessons that came out of this case.  
 
Board Member Lorant shared that at its last meeting, the board could not determine whether any 
permits were granted for the pergola and that is why the board asked the applicants to come back. 
He further thanked Village Manager McClary and township Building Official Goodloe for providing 
the facts and additional information regarding the events that took place.  
 
Board Member Mathisen stated he supports the variance request, but recordkeeping and 
communication between the village and township needs improvement.  
 
MOTION 
Board Member Chayka-Crawford moved, Board Member Lorant seconded, to grant an 11-foot 5-inch 
variance from the Zoning Ordinance Section 12.02, minimum required waterfront setback standard 
for the property at 256 S. Broadway Street, Parcel ID number 09-11-226-036, also known as 
Waterside Social. This variance approval is based on the findings of fact as stated by the planner due 
to it not being self-created and allows the applicant to build as it is now, confirmed and witnessed 
and permitted by the township and built accordingly. This is not to create a precedent, but to allow 
permission to right a hardship that was not self-created by the applicant. 
AYES:  Mathisen, Lorant, Chayka-Crawford, Bailo, Putz  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 

MOTION:  Carried 
 

10. Second Hearing of the Public  
George Dandalides, 226 Bellevue Ave., stated that he believes the board made the correct decision 
regarding the variance request and there needs to be better communication. He further stated that 
he would discuss this topic at the next village council meeting to develop ways to improve 
communication. 
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Village Manager McClary stated that it is within the purview of the BZA to make determinations on 
the merits of a case and whether an applicant meets the criteria outlined in state law and in the 
village’s zoning ordinance for receiving variances. Additionally, he shared that he takes exception to 
the comments that were made by members of the board, one of the council members and by the 
DDA director that this was a problem created by the village or the township. Village Manager 
McClary further stated that this was not a problem created by the municipalities, but by the 
applicant who applied for a permit for an outdoor bar, received conditional approval with a 
condition that the applicant did not follow through on. He reiterated that the applicants applied for 
a pergola the same day they received their conditional approval for the outdoor bar, which was 
denied. Mr. McClary went on to state the applicant applied for a building permit for the pergola with 
the township without the zoning approval they needed from the village and that the pergola was 
constructed. Lastly, Mr. McClary shared that everyone supports the business, but the problem 
regarding the construction of the pergola does not fall on the village or township, but on the 
business owner for constructing the pergola for which they did not have approval. 
 
Matt Pfeiffer, 497 Bellevue Ave., stated that he disagrees that the village did not give verbal approval 
for the pergola to be constructed at Waterside Social and stands by the township building official 
and his recounting of the order of events.  
 

11. Board Member Comments 
Board Member Putz thanked Village Manager McClary for finding additional supporting 
documentation for the variance request, but stated it would have been beneficial to have received 
the documentation prior to the meeting. He further stated that it is difficult to determine who said 
what when documentation is being passed out during a meeting. 
 

Board Member Chayka-Crawford stated not being a developer is not an excuse to not follow the 
guidelines for a variance request. She did agree the process needs to be more user-friendly. Board 
Member Chayka-Crawford further stated she believes what everyone had to say regarding the 
variance request and doesn’t want there to be any hard feelings between the village and township. 
 
Board Member Bailo stated the information that was presented tonight should have been provided 
a month ago and there is a communication issue between the village and township. He further 
stated that having the planner in office only once a week is a hinderance.  
 
Board Member Mathisen stated he would like to have an agenda item added at a future board 
meeting to review the BZA bylaws. Additionally, he requested the board start receiving the village 
planner’s monthly report. Lastly, Board Member Mathisen wished everyone a Merry Christmas and 
happy holiday. 

12. Next Regular Meeting – January 8, 2026 
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13. Adjournment 
Board Member Lorant moved, Board Member Bailo seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 p.m. 
AYES:  Mathisen, Lorant, Chayka-Crawford, Bailo, Putz 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
MOTION:  Carried 

 
 
 
 

________________________       ________________________ 
Dr. Brenton Bailo          Sonja Stout 
Secretary         Village Clerk/Treasurer 

 

______ ________________         
Danielle Smith 

Recording Secretary 

     
 
       
Date Approved: April 2, 2026 
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BOARD ACTION SUMMARY SHEET 

MEETING DATE: April 2, 2026 

TOPIC 
 
Public Hearing: A-26-001 (356 Oak Ln) Dimensional Variance Request 

 

BACKGROUND BRIEF: This Public Hearing relates to 356 Oak Lane (Parcel ID: 09-02-301-004). The 
subject site is located within the Village of Lake Orion in the RL, (Lake Single Family Residential) Zoning 
District. The applicant is proposing to install a standby whole-house generator in the required street 
front yard.  

This lot has a street front yard and a lake front yard. As proposed, the installation of the generator in 
the required street front yard would make the use nonconforming. The location of the proposed 
generator would require one (1) variance from the standards of the zoning ordinance. The applicant is 
requesting the following variances from the Zoning Ordinance: 

ARTICLE 13, GENERAL PROVISIONS, SECTION 13.11.E – ACCESSORY MECHANICAL UNITS 
 

Location Required:       Any yard other than the required front yard 
Proposed (Ex.):           Front yard (street) 
Variance:           Front yard (street) 

 
The Board may grant dimensional variances upon finding evidence of a practical difficulty. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION(s):  
1. To open the public hearing for Case A-26-001 concerning the requested dimensional 

variance for an accessory mechanical unit located at 356 Oak Lane. 
 

2. To close the public hearing for Case A-26-001 concerning the requested dimensional 
variance for an accessory mechanical unit located at 356 Oak Lane. 
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BOARD ACTION SUMMARY SHEET 

MEETING DATE: April 2, 2026 

TOPIC 
 
A-26-001 – 356 Oak Ln Dimensional Variance Request 

 

BACKGROUND BRIEF: Proposal to install an accessory mechanical unit.  
 
The applicant is proposing to install a standby whole-house generator in the required street front 
yard.  

This lot has a street front yard and a lake front yard. As proposed, the installation of the generator in 
the required street front yard would make the use nonconforming. The location of the proposed 
generator would require one (1) variance from the standards of the zoning ordinance. The applicant is 
requesting the following variances from the Zoning Ordinance: 

ARTICLE 13, GENERAL PROVISIONS, SECTION 13.11.E – ACCESSORY MECHANICAL UNITS 
 

Location Required:       Any yard other than the required front yard 
Proposed (Ex.):           Front yard (street) 
Variance:           Front yard (street) 

The Board may grant dimensional variances upon finding evidence of a practical difficulty. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION(s): 
Option A: If the BZA determines the ordinance standards for the requested variance have been met:  

A motion to grant the requested variance of the required front yard location from the side or 
rear yard requirement for the property located at 356 Oak Lane, Parcel # 09-02-301-004. This 
variance approval is based on the following findings of fact which the BZA has determined 
support the establishment of a practical difficulty with ordinance compliance. 
 

Option B: If the BZA determines the ordinance standards for the requested variance have NOT been 
met: 

A motion to deny the requested variance from Zoning Ordinance Section 13.11.E, required yard 
location for an accessory mechanical unit at 356 Oak Lane, Parcel # 09-02-301-004. This 
variance is denied because the BZA has determined the applicant has not presented enough 
evidence to support the finding of a practical difficulty. 
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March 18, 2026 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Village of Lake Orion 
21 E. Church Street 
Lake Orion, Michigan 48362-3274 
 
Subject: Accessory Mechanical Unit – Variance Review (Plans received March 2, 2026) 
Location: 356 Oak Lane – Parcel ID# 09-02-301-004 
Zoning:  RL - Lake Single Family Residential District  
 
Dear Board Members: 

We have reviewed the above-referenced variance application submitted by Elyse Berry (the “Applicant”) who is 
the property owner and resident of the cited residence. They are proposing an accessory mechanical unit within 
the required street front yard. 

LOCATION AND PROPOSED PROJECT 

The subject lot is approximately 9,310 
square feet in area and is occupied by a 
single-family principal residence. The lot 
is located on Oak Lane, just northeast of 
Central Drive and is zoned the RL, Lake 
Single Family Residential District. An 
aerial photo of the subject site and the 
surrounding area is provided for context. 

The Applicant proposes to install a 
standby whole-house generator in the 
required street front yard of the home. 
The subject lot has both a street front 
yard and a lake front yard. 

ZONING ORDINANCE 
STANDARD AND REQUEST ED 
VARIANCE 

The Ordinance states equipment may 
be located in any yard other than the 
required front yard of the principal 
structure. The Applicant is requesting 
the following variance from the Zoning Ordinance: 

ARTICLE 13, GENERAL PROVISIONS, SECTION 13.11.E – ACCESSORY MECHANICAL UNITS 
 

Location Required:      Any yard other than the required front yard 
Proposed (Ex.):           Front yard (street) 
Variance:           Front yard (street) 
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356 Oak Lane – Front Yard Variance Review  2 
Village of Lake Orion – Board of Zoning Appeals 

VARIANCE STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL 

Per the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, P.A. 110 of 2006, as amended, the Board must, prior to acting on a 
requested variance, consider and make findings regarding several factors. Specifically, in Section 19.04.D.1 of 
the Village’s Zoning Ordinance, the Board may grant a variance upon a finding that a practical difficulty exists. A 
finding of practical difficulty exists when the applicant has demonstrated that all of the zoning ordinance criteria 
exist.  

Each of the required standards is described below followed by an analysis of whether those conditions exist in 
this particular case.   

A. Strict compliance with restrictions governing area, setback, frontage, height, bulk, density or other 
non-use matters will unreasonably prevent the owner from using the property for a permitted purpose 
or will render ordinance conformity unnecessarily burdensome. 

 
Strict compliance with the requirement to locate the proposed generate in the rear or side yard would be 
unnecessarily burdensome in this location. The property, located on Lake Orion, has two front yards: a street 
front yard, and a lake front yard. There is no rear yard assigned to the lot, which leaves the only conforming 
location for a generator in either side yard. A generator must also be screened from the lake, the road, and 
any adjacent dwellings. This requirement would prove difficult if located in the side yard. The lot is narrow with 
a width of 40 feet, and with the width of the principal structure (approximately 25 feet), leaves 15 feet 
combined for both side yard setbacks. On the southern side yard of the property, there is already a concrete 
staircase leading from the road to the waterfront yard.  

The Applicant has stated that due to the limitations on placement and setbacks, combined with required 
clearances from windows, doors, utilities, vents, and other structures, strict compliance with the ordinance 
impedes the safety standards of the electrical code and the manufacturer’s required clearances for safe 
operation of the generator. The gas meter is located on the side of the house that is closest to the street, 
which the generator requires proximity to. 

 

B. The variance will provide substantial justice to the applicant as well as neighboring property owners. 
 

Granting the variance would give substantial relief to the Applicant, and the neighboring property owners. 
Requiring the generator to be placed in a side yard may create a burden on the adjacent properties. Due to 
the close proximity of the adjacent homes, a generator in the side yard would be closer to their home and 
yard. The Zoning Ordinance requires any accessory mechanical unit to be located no closer than 10 feet from 
an adjacent dwelling window.  

Locating the generator in the middle of the required front yard (as proposed by the Applicant), would allow the 
greater distance from the adjacent residences and reduce any future impact to those homes.  

 

C. The variance requested is the minimum variance needed to provide substantial relief to the applicant 
and/or be consistent with justice to other property owners.  

 
The variance requested can be construed to be the minimum variance needed to provide substantial relief. 
The Applicant states that the necessity for a generator at this property, is to ensure the residents of the home 
can access electricity in the event of a power outage by providing heating and cooling to the home and 
refrigeration of food. Similar generators are common in the Village, particularly around the lake. 
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356 Oak Lane – Front Yard Variance Review  3 
Village of Lake Orion – Board of Zoning Appeals 

 

D. The need for variance(s) is due to unique circumstances peculiar to the property and not generally 
applicable in the area or to other properties in the same zoning district.  
 
The need for the variance is somewhat unique to the property, as there is no technical rear yard on the lot. 
The only permitted location for the generator is either of the side yards, both of which would create a greater 
negative impact on both the property owner and the adjacent properties, than a location of the generator in 
the street front yard. 

The residence is positioned slightly below-grade, with a noticeable height difference from the road to the 
property. The Applicant states they have recently upgraded the property with a new retaining wall, steps, and 
parking area. The generator in its proposed location would not be visible to the street, as it is on a lower level. 
There is a 6-foot retaining wall that screens the yard and home from the road. The location is also screened 
from the adjacent residences by large shrubs.  

 

E. The problem and resulting need for the variance has been created by strict compliance with the 
Zoning Ordinance, and not by the applicant or applicant’s predecessors; it is not self-created. 
 
The need for the variance is not self-created. The permitted locations for an accessory mechanical unit in the 
Zoning Ordinance do not address the building, electrical, mechanical, or fire codes. The Applicant has 
proposed a location that is most suitable for safety, operation, and screening. The Applicant did not create the 
dimensions of the home or the lot. The necessity of a standby generator is for emergency situations. 

 

F. Granting the variance will not impair the public health, safety, comfort, or welfare of the inhabitants of 
Lake Orion. 

 
Granting this variance will not impair the public health, safety, comfort, or welfare of the residents of Lake 
Orion. 
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356 Oak Lane – Front Yard Variance Review  4 
Village of Lake Orion – Board of Zoning Appeals 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Board of Zoning Appeals shall only grant a variance from the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance upon 
finding the criteria described above have been met for the variance requested.   

In making your determinations relative to the requested variance, the BZA shall specify the grounds for the 
decision. Subject to any additional information presented and discussed by the applicant, Board, and/or the public 
during the public hearing and incorporated into the record prior to any findings being made, we find the proposed 
development satisfies the requirements of the ordinance criteria and recommend the BZA grant the variance as 
requested based on the following findings of fact:  

1. Strict compliance with side/rear yard placement is unnecessarily burdensome due to the lot having two 

front yards and no rear yard, a narrow width (40 ft), and required safety clearances.  

2. Placement in a side yard is impractical and could conflict with electrical code requirements and the 

manufacturer’s clearances.  

3. Locating the generator in the proposed street front yard location increases separation from adjacent 

homes and reduces potential impacts compared to side yard placement.  

4. The requested variance is the minimum necessary to allow reasonable use of the property for a permitted 

purpose (safe operation of a standby generator).  

5. The proposed location of the generator is effectively screened from the street and neighboring properties 

due to grade differences, a retaining wall, and existing vegetation.  

6. The hardship is not self-created; it results from ordinance constraints and site conditions rather than 

actions of the Applicant.  

7. Granting the variance will not negatively impact public health, safety, or welfare, and may reduce impacts 

on neighboring properties compared to a compliant location. 

We look forward to reviewing these findings and recommendations with you.  Please feel free to contact us with 
any questions.  

Respectfully submitted, 

McKENNA   
 

 
 
Sommer Nafal, NCI 
Assistant Planner 
 
cc: Village Clerk: Sonja Stout, 21 E. Church Street, Lake Orion, MI 48362 

Property Owner: Elyse Berry, 356 Oak Ln, Lake Orion 48362 

16

Section 8, Item A.



17

Section 8, Item A.



18

Section 8, Item A.



19

Section 8, Item A.



20

Section 8, Item A.



21

Section 8, Item A.



22

Section 8, Item A.



23

Section 8, Item A.



24

Section 8, Item A.



25

Section 8, Item A.



26

Section 8, Item A.



27

Section 8, Item A.



28

Section 8, Item A.



29

Section 8, Item A.



30

Section 8, Item A.



31

Section 8, Item A.



32

Section 8, Item A.



 

BOARD ACTION SUMMARY SHEET 

MEETING DATE: April 2, 2026 

TOPIC 
 
Discussion of the BZA Bylaws, Including Article V: Order of Business 

 

BACKGROUND BRIEF: The Zoning Board of Appeals has requested to review the current By-Laws and 
begin a discussion of updating them. The existing Bylaws were adopted December 7, 2023.  

Chairperson Mathisen has provided a proposed revised Article V of the BZA By-laws. 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION(s): Discussion only. At the discretion of the Board, a motion may be made to 
direct staff to revise the Board of Zoning Appeals Bylaws, including Article V: Order of Business, based 
on discussion. 
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