
 

 

EMERGENCY CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF LAKE CITY 

August 28, 2023 at 4:30 PM 
Venue: City Hall 

AGENDA 

This meeting will be held in the City Council Chambers on the second floor of City Hall 
located at 205 North Marion Avenue, Lake City, FL 32055.  Members of the public may 
also view the meeting on our YouTube channel.  YouTube channel information is located 
at the end of this agenda. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation - Vice Mayor/Council Member Todd Sampson  

Roll Call 

Approval of Agenda 

Ladies and Gentlemen; The Lake City Council has opened its public meeting. 
Since 1968, the City Code has prohibited any person from making personal, 
impertinent, or slanderous remarks or becoming boisterous while addressing 
the City Council. Yelling or making audible comments from the audience 
constitutes boisterous conduct. Such conduct will not be tolerated. There is 
only one approved manner of addressing the City Council. That is, to be 
recognized and then speak from the podium. 

As a reminder, persons are not to openly carry a handgun or carry a 
concealed weapon or firearm while the governing body is meeting.  

Public Participation/Persons Wishing to Address Council 

Citizens are encouraged to participate in City of Lake City meetings. The City of Lake City 
encourages civility in public discourse and requests that speakers direct their comments 
to the Chair. Those attendees wishing to share a document and or comments in writing 
for inclusion into the public record must email the item to submissions@lcfla.com no later 
than noon on the day of the meeting.  Citizens may also provide input to individual council 
members via office visits, phone calls, letters and e-mail that will become public record. 

Old Business - None  

New Business 

Resolutions 
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Emergency City Council Meeting Agenda August 28, 2023 

 
1. City Council Resolution No. 2023-100 - A resolution of the City Council of the 

City of Lake City, Florida, declaring a local State of Emergency for the City of 
Lake City pursuant to Section 252.38(2) Florida Statutes, due to the threat of 
Hurricane Idalia, providing for waiver of procedures and formalities, delegating 
authority, and providing an effective date.  

Departmental Administration 

2. Update on Storm Idalia (Presenter:  Chief Josh Wehinger) 

Comments by Council Members 

Adjournment 

YouTube Information 

Members of the public may also view the meeting on our YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/CityofLakeCity 
 

Pursuant to 286.0105, Florida Statutes, the City hereby advises the public if a person 
decides to appeal any decision made by the City with respect to any matter considered 
at its meetings or hearings, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, 
for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based.  

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  Pursuant to 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons needing 
special accommodations to participate in these meetings should contact the City 
Manager’s Office at (386) 719-5768.   
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File Attachments for Item:

1. City Council Resolution No. 2023-100 - A resolution of the City Council of the City of Lake City,

Florida, declaring a local State of Emergency for the City of Lake City pursuant to Section 

252.38(2) Florida Statutes, due to the threat of Hurricane Idalia, providing for waiver of 

procedures and formalities, delegating authority, and providing an effective date. 
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 2023-100 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE CITY, FLORIDA, DECLARING A LOCAL STATE OF 
EMERGENCY FOR THE CITY OF LAKE CITY PURSUANT TO 
SECTION 252.38(2) FLORIDA STATUTES, DUE TO THE 
THREAT OF HURRICANE IDALIA, PROVIDING FOR WAIVER 
OF PROCEDURES AND FORMALITIES, DELEGATING 
AUTHORITY, AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, safeguarding the lives and property of its citizens is an 

innate responsibility of the governing body of each political subdivision of 
the state; and 
 

WHEREAS, the National Hurricane Center has recognized the danger to 
residents of Florida from Hurricane Idalia; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Lake City, Florida (hereinafter the “City”) has 

high hazards in the event of a hurricane; and 
 

WHEREAS, the current forecast margin of error of the National 
Hurricane Center requires avoidance of undue delay in preparing for timely 
evacuation if need, therefore, is determined; and 
 

WHEREAS, Hurricane Idalia has the potential for causing extensive 
injury to persons or loss of life, and damage to private property as well as 
damage to public utilities, public buildings, public communication systems, 
public streets and road, and public drainage systems; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of Florida has issued Executive 

Order NUMBER 23-171 (State of Emergency for 33 Counties in Preparation for 
Invest 93L) recognizing the danger posed and the serious threat to the lives and 
property of residents of the City; and  

 
WHEREAS, Sections 252.38 (2) and (3), Florida Statutes authorizes 

and encourages a municipality to declare a State of Local Emergency and to 
waive the procedures and formalities otherwise required of a municipality by 
law to take whatever prudent action is necessary to ensure the safety, health, 
and welfare of the people of the City of Lake City, Florida including, but not 
limited to: 
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1. Entering contracts. 
2. Incurring obligations. 
3. Employment of permanent and temporary workers. 
4. Utilization of volunteer workers. 
5. Rental of equipment. 
6. Acquisition and distribution of supplies, materials either 

with or without compensation of supplies, materials, 
and facilities. 

7. Appropriation and expenditure of public funds. 
 

1. BE IT RESOLVED that a State of Local Emergency is hereby declared, 
effective immediately for all territory within the legal boundaries of the 
incorporated area of the City of Lake City, Florida. 

 
2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor on behalf of the City 

Council hereby waives all procedures and formalities required by law 
and act to adopt this declaration of local emergency as provided in 
Section 252.38, Florida Statutes. 

 
3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor on behalf of the City 

Council hereby delegates to the City Manager of the City or designee, all 
authority as provided in Section 252.38, to discharge the duties and 
exercise the powers of: 

a) Performance of public work and taking whatever action is 
necessary to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the 
community. 

b) Entering into contracts. 
c) Incurring obligations. 
d) Employment of permanent and temporary workers. 
e) Utilization of volunteer workers. 
f) Rental of equipment. 
g) Acquisition and distribution of supplies and materials with or 

without compensation. 
h) Appropriation and expenditure of public funds. 
i) The specific limits on the authority of the City manager to 

expend funds and enter into agreements. 
 

4. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the foregoing enumeration is not 
exclusive; the City Manager shall have the power to do all things 
necessary as conditions dictate, as provided in Chapter 252, Florida 
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Statutes. 
 

5. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED as provided in Chapter 252, Florida 
Statutes, all normal formalities related to procurement, hours of 
employment of City employees, notice provisions and other procedures 
usually followed or required by law are hereby waived. 

 
6. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED during the pendency of this emergency 

and for so long as it is recommended to limit public gatherings, the City 
Council for the City of Lake City may meet using technology methods 
which would allow them to appear via remote means and for the public 
to appear and participate remotely.  

7.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Local State of Emergency will 
be in effect until any multi-jurisdictional state of emergency that 
includes the City and relates to IDALIA is lifted or for a period of seven 
(7) days from the date hereof, whichever period is longer, unless the 
City Council votes to end it earlier. 

 
DONE, this 28th day of August 2023. 
 
BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA: 

 
 
       __________________________ 
       Stephen Witt, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
Attest: Approved as to Form and Legality: 

 
    ___________________________                   _____________________________ 
    Audrey Sikes, City Clerk                         Todd Kennon, III, Esq., 
        City Attorney 
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