




Council Meeting Minutes I 09/02/2025 

Mayor McGraw presented the Employee of the Quarter award to Firefighter Brandon Queen. The Mayor read 
a nomination letter from Captain Jason Fariss of C-Shift, which highlighted Queen's ability to troubleshoot 
mechanical issues, his positive attitude, and his willingness to take on additional tasks without complaint. 

5. ITEMS FOR PRESENTATION

Proclamation - Constitution Week 

Mayor McGraw presented Dr. Kathleen Fowler, a representative of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
James Hunter Chapter, with a proclamation designating September 17-23, 2025, as Constitution Week in the 
City of King, commemorating the 238th anniversary of the framing of the United States Constitution. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING

A. Public Hearing Proposing Text Amendments to Chapter 32, Article 111, Section 32-163 and Section 32-164,

Proposing Text Addition to Chapter 32, Article V, Division 1, Section 32-261

Mayor McGraw opened a public hearing at 6:23 PM regarding a proposed amendment by the Arden Group to 
Chapter 32 of the city code. 

1. Steve Booe, 141 Westview Dr, King, a resident with degrees in environmental science and experience 
in urban planning, spoke against the amendment. He warned about increased demand on resources, 
potential stormwater issues, and traffic concerns, stating that increasing population density would create 
problems the city couldn't reverse.

2. Luke Dickey of Stimmel Associates, 601 N. Trade St., Winston-Salem, NC, representing the Arden Group, 
explained that the amendment would provide developers with another "tool in the toolbox." He detailed how 
the proposed mixed-use district would allow for more commercially oriented development with greater 
flexibility, while still maintaining standards for setbacks, open spaces, and pedestrian connectivity.

3. Randy Griffin, 301 Highland Circle, King, expressed concern about potential traffic impacts, referencing a 
figure of potentially 900 vehicles per day that might use certain streets if developments were approved under 
this new district. He proposed that any future developers be required to create direct access to main roads 
rather than routing traffic through residential areas.

4. Susan Warner, 134 Campbell Ridge Circle, King, brought up four points to the Mayor and Council that she 
requested be recorded in the minutes. 1) The Arden Group hired land planners to try to come up with a plan 
for King's first mixed-use district. Who will this plan benefit? The company that paid for it, the Arden group, or 
the City of King's? 2) Florida is a nice place to visit. But I do not want to live there. I'm glad that Todd Cox likes 
living there, but I don't think the cluster developments that he is so fond of will work here. I understand that we 
are growing and supposedly growth is a good thing, but it is possible to have too much of a good thing. 3) I 
have learned that 800 - 900 houses will soon be built. I forgot to ask how many apartment buildings are being 
built now. How many units are in the buildings? 4) Could we hire a planning director who lives in King or at 
least nearby and who has experience? (No offense, Emerson.)

There being no one else to give written or verbal requests wishing to speak. Mayor McCraw closed the public 
hearing comment portion at 7:00 p.m. 

Emerson Wright, City Planner Intern, explained that we have an applicant, Arden Group, Inc., proposing a 
zoning text amendment that would add a new zoning use district, Mixed-Use (M-U), to the zoning ordinance 
in Sections 32-163, 164, and 32-261. We currently have a similar provision in Sec. 32-248 Planned Unit 
Development (PUD), which primarily applies to residential uses and is used to create a mixed-use site plan. 
In the past, our PUDs have consisted of single-family, multi-family apartments, or townhomes, with up to 20% 
























