CITY OF KETCHUM, IDAHO

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Tuesday, May 06, 2025, 4:30 PM

191 5th Street West, Ketchum, Idaho 83340

AGENDA

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION
Public information on this meeting is posted outside City Hall.

We welcome you to watch Commission Meetings via live stream.
You will find this option on our website at www.ketchumidaho.org/meetings.

If you would like to comment on a public hearing agenda item, please select the best option for your
participation:

Join us via Zoom (please mute your device until called upon)
Join the Webinar: https://ketchumidaho-org.zoom.us/j/81246174906
Webinar ID: 812 4617 4906
e Address the Council in person at City Hall.

Submit your comments in writing at (by noon the day of the meeting)

This agenda is subject to revisions. All revisions will be underlined.

CALL TO ORDER: By Chairman Clyde Holt
ROLL CALL: Pursuant to Idaho Code 74-204(4), all agenda items are action items, and a vote may be
taken on these items.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS:
NEW BUSINESS:

1. NEW BUSINESS: Discussion of the Idaho State Historic Preservation Highway Signage Project.
ADJOURNMENT:




Highway Sighage

Historical Preservation Committee




SKI LIFTS

WHEN SUN VALLEY LODGE WAS BUILT IN 1936.
UNION PACIFIC ENGINEERS DEVELOPED CHAIR
LIFTS TO TRANSPORT SKIERS UPHILL.

Starting with two modest ski slopes on Dollar

atain and Proctor Mountain, chair lifts were
used for all Sun Valley ski runs. E:r superior 10
tow ropes and similar devices employed before _
1936 . they quickly became popular at ski resorts
everywhere. New designs were adopted for addi- g
tional Sun Valley ski runs, but one |9 style

chair [Tt still is preserved 4 miles up Jrail
Creek from here.










Ski Lifts

Milepost: 130.8
At Ketchum
Near Sun Peak Picnic Area

When Sun Valley Lodge was built in 1936,
Union Pacific engineers developed chair
lifts to transport skiers uphill.

Starting with two modest ski slopes on
Dollar Mountain and Proctor Mountain,
chair lifts were used for all Sun Valley ski
runs. Far superior to tow ropes and
similar devices employed before 1936,
they quickly became popular at ski resorts

everywhere. New designs were adopted

for additional Sun Valley ski runs, but one
1936-style chair lift still is preserved four
miles up Trail Creek Road from here.

Sign number: 329

Galena
Milepost: I51.8

After Warren P. Callahan located a rich
lead-silver mine here, April 26, 1879,
thousands of eager treasure-hunters
joined in a rush to Wood River in 1880.

Successful prospectors discovered valu-
able lodes from here to Bellevue. Galena
had a hotel, four general stores, a livery
stable, several saloons and dining halls, a
shoe store, and daily stage service to
Hailey. Alter a ruinous decline in silver

prices in 1888, its mines were shut down.

But Galena continued as a recreation
center.

Sign number: 484

Alexander Ross
Milepost: 156.1

Searching the mountain wilderness for
beaver, Alexander Ross came up the
Wood River and discovered this summit,
September 18, 1824.

Leading a large brigade of Hudson’s Bay
Co. trappers, he wondered whether he
could get through unknown mountains
and rocky defiles that obstructed his
passage back to his base of operations at
present Challis. Unwilling to turn back, he
pressed on to explore Stanley Basin and the
difficult canyon beyond. When he reached
Challis on October 6, he had traveled this
highway route from Bellevue to Salmon,
mostly through unexplored land.

Sign number: 302




Seven Devils Mines

Milepost: 2
At ldaho Power Park

fore than a century ago, miners faced a
hopeless problem of hauling copper ore

o this canyon for shipment to smelte:

They started with Albert Kleinschmidt’s
road grade down from their mine, more
han a vertical mile above the Snake River
about 30 miles downstream from here
amboat failed in 1891, a

built past

After a st
ailroad (now und
here to their river landing. That did not
work either. Large ore trucks finally
olved the problem in 1968

kign number: 378

Four wagons pulled
by a team of mules
cross the Wood River ¥
near Ketchum.

Magic Dam

Milepost: 91

Completed in 1910 at a cost of $3 million,
Magic Dam stores water for 89,00
of irrigated farms near Shoshone and

Richficld.

acres

Rising 129 feet high, it is 700 feet wide.
An adjacent 1,600-foot embankment with
a concrete spillway helps retain more than
190,000 acre-feet of spring floodwater for
summer use downstream. A four-mile
desert road reaches Magic Dam, which
provides fishing and recreational
opportunities in a broad valley northwest
of here

Sign number: 398

Wood River Mines

Milepost: 112.8

Rich strikes in 1879 led to a rush to the
lead-silver mines of this valley.
the famous Minnie Moore Mine alone
produced a total of $8.4 million worth

ventually,

of ore.
Mining quickly brought a railroad and
prosperity, and for a time this was the
leading region of Idaho. Hailey had

liest phone service (1883) and
three daily newspapers. A Ketchum
smelter pioneered electric lighting in
Idaho. But times changed: lodes ran out,
mining declined, and now these hills
attrs

t more skiers t miners.,

Sign number: 154




Sources:

|daho Highway Historical Markers

Historical Highway Markers | Idaho State Historical Society

l[daho Highway Historical Marker Guide.pdf
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