
 

PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION MEETING 

Tuesday, April 07, 2026 at 8:30 AM 

Council Chambers - 331 First Street East 

AGENDA 
 

MEETING OPENING 

1. Roll Call 

NEW BUSINESS 

2. Approval of previous minutes - 2/23/26 

3. Approval of previous minutes - 3/3/2026 

4. Rezoning application - McDonald 

ADJOURNMENT 

This agenda is subject to change. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

February 23, 2026 

 

The Independence Planning and Zoning Commission met in the Council Chambers on Monday, 

February 23, 2026. Matthew Chesmore, Building Official, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

 

Commission members present were Tyler Rasmussen, Nathan Hansen, Brian Keierleber, Stephanie 

Sailer, and Stephanie Berns. Commission members absent were Tami Fenner and Jane Leaven. A 

quorum was present. 

 

Also present were Brad Bleichner, Mayor; Matthew Chesmore, Building Official; Matthew 

Schmitz, City Manager; Ron Ohl; Brian Crawford; and Blake Hayward. 

 

A motion to approve the meeting minutes from January 6, 2026 was made by Brian Keierleber. 

Tyler Rasmussen seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

Nathan Hansen moved to appoint himself as Commission Chair for the 2026 calendar year. 

Stephanie Sailer seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Stephanie Sailer moved to appoint Stephanie Berns as Board Secretary for the 2026 calendar year. 

Tyler Rasmussen seconded. Motion carried. 

 

The Commission discussed the Preliminary Plat of Survey for Jackson Green 7th Addition. 

 

Brian Keierleber moved to require Ron Ohl to modify the Preliminary Plat of Survey for Jackson 

Green 7th Addition to include a second entrance off 6th Avenue and to resubmit the plat to the 

Commission. Nathan Hansen seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Rasmussen, Berns, Sailer, and 

Hansen – No; Keierleber – Yes. Motion failed. 

 

Tyler Rasmussen moved to approve the Preliminary Plat of Survey for Jackson Green 7th Addition 

as submitted. Stephanie Berns seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Rasmussen, Berns, and Sailer 

– Yes; Keierleber and Hansen – No. Motion carried. 

 

Brian Keierleber moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:21 a.m. Stephanie Sailer seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Stephanie Sailer  

Planning and Zoning Commission Secretary 
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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

March 3, 2026 

The Independence Planning & Zoning Commission met in the Council Chambers on Tuesday, March 3, 

2026.  Nathan Hansen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM with Stephanie Berns, Tami Fenner, Brian 

Keierleber, Nathan Hansen and Tyler Rasmussen in attendance.  Matthew Schmitz and Matt Chesmore 

from the City of Independence were also in attendance. 

A rezoning request from Steve Gee Construction, Inc. to rezone a tract at the end of Pine Dr SW for 

future housing development was reviewed.  The property is currently zoned A-1 Agricultural, and the 

request is to rezone the tract to R-3 Multiple Residential.  A motion was made by Brian Keierleber 

seconded by Nathan Hansen to recommend approval of rezoning of this tract to R-3 to the City Council.  

Discussion was held.  Motion carried with a 5-0 vote in favor of the request. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Brian Keierleber, seconded by Tami Fenner.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Stephanie Berns 

Secretary 
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PLANNING & ZONING 
MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Planning & Zoning Commission 

FROM: Matt Chesmore – Building Official 

DATE OF MEETING: April 7, 2026 

ITEM TITLE: Rezoning application - McDonald 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Michael McDonald Construction has applied to rezone a parcel of ground he currently owns 
from M-2 (Heavy Manufacturing) to C-1 (Commercial). The parcel is located at 508-A 20th St 
Ave SW. 

Mr. McDonald is proposing to remodel the existing building, adding a residential unit on the 
second story and above his existing commercial business. 

The reason for this request is that residential units are prohibited in a M-1, heavy 
manufacturing zoning district, whereas C-1 Commercial districts allow for mixed uses. 

Rezoning exhibit(s) have been included to facilitate the rezoning of this parcel.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning of this parcel as submitted. 
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