
 

HISPANIC ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

Council Chambers, City Hall, 180 NE 2nd Street 

October 21, 2024 at 7:00 PM 

AGENDA 

Bienvenidos a Todos Presentes – Gracias por Participar y Asistir 
Welcome to All Present – Thanks for Attending and Providing Your Input 

 

1. LLAMAR LA REUNIÓN A ORDEN – CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

A. Elegir un Presidente para Dirigir la Junta - Elect Chair to Run the Meeting 

2. JURAMENTO A LA BANDERA - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. INTRODUCCIÓN A REPRESENTANTES DE LOS ESTUDIANTES- INTRODUCTION OF 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES 

4. MOCIÓN PARA APROBAR ACTAS DE LA REUNION - MOTION TO APPROVE 
MINUTES 

A. Actas de la Junta del 17 de Junio- Minutes of the June 17th Meeting 

5. NUEVOS ASUNTOS - NEW BUSINESS 

A. Presentación de AARP - AARP Presentation 

B. Planificación de Eventos para la Communidad: Día de los Muertos, Año Viejo, ¿otros? 
- Community Events and Event Planning for: Dia de los Muertos, Año Viejo, Others? 

6. REVISAR ARTÍCULOS DE LOS METAS Y OBJETIVOS DEL COMITÉ DE 2024- 
REVIEW 2024 COMMITTEE GOAL TASKS 

A. Planificación del Celebración del Mes de la Herencia Hispana (09/15-10/15) - Hispanic 
Heritage Month Celebration (09/15-10/15) Planning (Project Lead: Entire Committee) 

B. Aumentar el Alcance del Voto Latino - League of Women Voters of Oregon - Increase 
the Latino Vote Outreach - League of Women Voters of Oregon (Project Leads: Mark 
& Alberto) 

7. OTRO - OTHER 
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A. Elegir Presidente hasta Julio de 2025 - Elect Chair through July 2025 

B. Elegir Vice Presidente hasta Julio de 2025 - Elect Vice Chair through July 2025 

8. ÚLTIMOS COMENTARIOS - CLOSING COMMENTS 

A. Del Publico | From Public 

Cualquier persona que desee hablar porfavor haga lo siguiente: 
1. Declarar su nombre completo y 
2. Limitar discusion a no mas de TRES minutos 

Anyone wishing to speak is asked to please do the following: 
1. State your full name and 
2. Limit discussion to not more than THREE minutes 
 

B. Del Comite | From Committee 

C. Representantes de los Estudiantes | Student Representatives 

D. De Representantes de la Ciudad | From City Representatives 

9. PRÓXIMA REUNIÓN - NEXT MEETING 

A. Lunes, 18 de Noviembre a las 7pm en el Ayuntamiento - Monday, November 18th, 
2024 at 7pm in Council Chambers 

10. REUNIÓN TERMINADO - MEETING ADJOURNED 

 

** AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE** 

 
Please contact Hermiston City Hall, 180 NE 2nd Street, Hermiston, OR 97838 (Phone No. 

541-567-5521) at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting time if you need an 
accommodation. TTY and TDD users please call Oregon Telecommunications Relay Service 

at 1-800-735-2900 or 711. 
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Hispanic Advisory Committee Minutes 
June 17, 2024 

Chair Jose Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Committee members present were Mark Gomolski, 
Jessica De La Cruz, Jesse Roa, and Alberto Munoz. Also present was Council Representative Maria Duron and 
City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. Councilor Roy Barron was not present.  The pledge of allegiance was given. 

Meeting Minutes 
Mark moved and Alberto seconded to approve the minutes of the May meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 

Eastern Oregon Mission Information (Agape House & Martha’s House) 
Representatives from Agape House, Cathy Putnam, and Martha’s House, Stephen Boulton, spoke regarding: 
Agape House: Limited ours because of their limited staff and volunteers, farm worker program, helping people 
in need with specific requests, backpack program, and giving information regarding funding stating they are not 
government funded, the funding they receive is from the community and grants, money raised from their yard 
sales and sales in their onsite store go back into Agape House for community resources, monthly food boxes 
that are given, and more (handout attached). 
Martha’s House: There are 18 rooms total with 7 vacancies. Applicants and residents must be drug and alcohol 
free and are given UA’s, residents are helped with resources and are kept accountable to find permanent 
employment and housing as Martha’s House is not meant to be long-term housing, the typical stay is 3-6 months 
but can be longer if needed. Single females and families can qualify, but single men cannot. Verbal translation 
is available, but help is needed translating forms and with their mentoring program. 

The Committee thanked Cathy and Stephen for attending and providing all the information. Jessica volunteered 
to provide written translation services for Martha’s House and Jesse suggested they push out more information 
about their needs on social media and by reaching out to faith-based groups. 

Cathy thanked Jesse but stated that many things have changed due to Covid and some of these suggestions 
have been tried and retried, but various community organizations are gathering to help build a data base of 
services to better address what services there are and what is needed to help address donations, volunteers, 
and other needs. 

Review 2024 Committee Goal Tasks 
• Increase the Latino Vote- Women Voters of Oregon (Project Leads: Mark & Alberto)

o Mark stated he is working the Women Voters of Oregon to hold a training date for volunteers after July
in preparation of the General Election. This training will also allow volunteers to become teachers if they
choose. More information will be forthcoming.

• Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15th through October 15th) Celebration (Project Leads: Entire
Committee)
o Jose stated the Committee will continue the planning process through the Summer and leading up to

the event, which is scheduled for Sunday, Sept 22nd at Festival Street. Alberto will be leading this effort.
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Hispanic Advisory Committee Minutes 
June 17, 2024 

Closing Comments 
Public Comments 
Virgina Rome-Garcia, Hermiston- Thanked all those who helped organize the Cinco de Mayo event stating it was 
very positive event; spoke regarding the increase in Latino graduates in the area, as well as the number of 
scholarships students in Umatilla received; invited the community to the Juneteenth event on June 22nd; and 
asked to be involved in the Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration. 

Dolorez Veliz, Hermiston- Asked questions regarding Martha’s House which were answered by the Property 
Manager present, and asked Jose and Mark regarding money raised from the Hispanic Business Network Alliance 
(not a City organization).  

Mark stated he did not have this information with him. 

Youth Representatives 
None present. 

City Representatives  
Maria spoke on the following: 

• Marijuana Petition Update
• Adopted City Budget
• Recycling Update
• Civic Leadership Academy
• Business License implementation
• Stepping Stones Alliance needs and ways to volunteer or be involved in other ways

Committee Comments 
Jose spoke regarding Grupo El Puente who will meet June 23rd to help people with any and all addiction. The 
event is in Spanish and entertainment will be provided. Flyer attached. 

Next Meeting 
Next Meeting: Monday, September 16 at 7:00pm at City Hall Council Chambers. 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:19pm. 
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