
 

CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

MONDAY, AUGUST 14, 2023 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS- 180 NE 2ND ST 

Other ways of viewing or participating in live meetings are available through:  
YouTube at: https://bit.ly/HermistonYoutube 

Zoom with Meeting ID: 841 0675 8958 Passcode: 075556  Telephone number to join is:1 253 
215 8782; or submitting comments to meetings@hermiston.or.us 

 

1. CALL COUNCIL/CITY MANAGER WORK SESSION MEETING TO ORDER - 6:00 PM 

A. Library Budget 

2. ADJOURN WORK SESSION MEETING 

3. CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER – 7:00 PM 

4. DECLARATION OF QUORUM 

5. FLAG SALUTE 

6. PROCLAMATIONS, PRESENTATIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 

A. Presentation- OMA Award 

B. Presentation- Hermiston School District Updates 

7. CITIZEN INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Anyone wishing to bring anything before the council that is not on the agenda is asked to 
please do the following: 1. Please limit comments to not more than FIVE minutes; 2. State 
your name and address; 3. Direct your comments to the Chair. 

8. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements 

B. Minutes of the July 24th City Council Meeting 

9. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 

10. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
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A. Resolution No. 2286 - Award CMGC Contract for Library, Harkenrider, City Hall 
Projects – CB Construction Inc. 

11. OTHER 

A. Accept a grant award of $51,000 for the Southeast Hermiston Industrial Area Utility 
Expansion Study. 

B. Possible New Branding for Eastern Oregon Trade and Event Center (EOTEC) 

12. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. City Committee and Liaison: 

Airport Advisory, Budget, Hispanic Advisory, Library Board, Parks and Recreation, 
Planning Commission, Recreation Projects Fund, Faith-Based Advisory, Community 
Accountability, Public Safety, Public Infrastructure, Transit Planning, EOTEC, Stepping 
Stones Alliance (not a City Committee) 

B. Mayor's Report 

C. Council Report 

D. Youth Advisory Report 

E. Manager's Report 

13. RECESS FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A. The Executive Session is held pursuant to ORS 192.660 (2) (h) which allows the 
Council to meet in Executive Session to consult regarding the legal rights and duties of 
a public body with regard to current litigation or litigation likely to be filed. 

14. RECONVENE AND ADJOURN 

 

** AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE** 

 
Please contact Hermiston City Hall, 180 NE 2nd Street, Hermiston, OR 97838 (Phone No. 

541-567-5521) at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting time if you need an 
accommodation. TTY and TDD users please call Oregon Telecommunications Relay 

Service at 1-800-735-2900 or 711. 
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06/14/2023 

 

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
     
 

The City is accepting applications for the 
following Committees:  

 
 
1) Planning Commission 

• Position 5: 3-year term ending March, 31, 2026 (Vacant as of 06/15/2023) 
 
2) Faith-Based Advisory Committee 

• Position 5: 3-year term ending December 31, 2025 (Advertised as of 11/02/2022) 
 
3) Hispanic Advisory Committee 

• Position 2: 3-year term ending June 30, 2026 (Advertised as of 04/11/2023) 
 
4) Library Board 

• Position 5: 4-year term ending June 30, 2027 (Advertised as of 04/11/2023) 
 
Deadline to apply for all Committees: Open Until Filled 
 
 
Interested persons are asked to submit an application to City Hall, 180 NE 2nd Street, Hermiston, or at lalarcon-
strong@hermiston.or.us .  Application forms are available at City Hall or on the City’s website at 
https://hermiston.or.us/volunteer . If you have questions, please call Lilly Alarcon-Strong at 541-567-5521. 
 
Proposed appointment and confirmation of these positions are made by the City Council. All appointments to 
city boards and commissions shall be made in accordance with the ordinances and city charter.  Appointees 
shall not be full-time employees of the city, shall not be elected officials of the city, shall not be appointed to 
more than two boards or commissions at a time, and shall not sell to the city or its boards and commissions 
over which the council has appointive powers and budget control either directly as a prime contractor or 
supplier, or indirectly as a first-tier subcontractor or supplier.  Sales shall be construed to mean sales, services 
or fees aggregating $7,500 or more in any one calendar year.  Preference for appointees shall be given to city 
residents. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 24, 2023 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Primmer, Myers, 
Barron, McCarthy, Linton, Hardin, and Peterson. Councilor Duron was excused. In attendance was Municipal 
Court Judge Cameron Bendixsen (excited at 7:32pm) and City Staff to include: Assistant City Manager Mark 
Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Finance Director Mark Krawczyk, Chief Edmiston, Planning Director Clint 
Spencer, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, Assistant City Recorder Heather La Beau, and City Recorder Lilly 
Alarcon-Strong.  The pledge of allegiance was given.   

Presentation- Amazon Web Services (AWS) 
AWS External Affairs Manager Kalie Davis presented the Council with information (PowerPoint and handouts 
attached) regarding AWS’s new economic analysis report specifically related to AWS employees in Eastern 
Oregon and how AWS has changed their lives through their education and career programs as shown in the 
video played during the meeting https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/aws/aws-helped-me-learn-how-to-
build-a-computer-from-scratch-heres-how-you-can-do-the-same , as well as information regarding data 
centers and cloud computing. Ms. Davis also thanked the Council, staff, and community for being so welcoming 
of AWS in the community. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Primmer asked to remove Consent Agenda Item C; Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor 
McCarthy seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A, B, & D, to include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
B. Major Partition- 4N2823 Tax Lot 200 Amazon Data Services 908 E Penney Ave
D. Minutes of the July 10th City Council Regular Meeting

Motion carried unanimously. 

Items Removed from Consent Agenda 
C. Initiate annexation proceedings 4N2815CB TL 1907- 910 W Angus Ave

Councilor Primmer stated he removed this item as he would like further information regarding this annexation. 

City Planner Spencer stated the annexation is being considered as an emergency to connect to sewer. Approval 
of this item would allow staff to start the annexation process. 

Councilor Hardin moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to approve consent agenda item C. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

(Municipal Judge Bendixsen exited the meeting at 7:32pm) 

Page 1 of 44
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CITY COUNCIL  
Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 24, 2023 

Ordinance No. 2347- Creating the North Hermiston Urban Renewal Area (NURA) 
Planning Director Clint Spencer and Elaine Howard from Elaine Howard Consulting, LLC, presented information 
and answered questions regarding the proposed formation of the North Hermiston Urban Renewal Area 
(NURA) as discussed at the previous City Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann requested that the first reading be by title only. Heating no opposition, City Attorney Tovey 
read the ordinance by title only. Mayor Drotzmann requested that the ordinance be put on for final adoption 
at this meeting and that the second reading be by title only. After City Attorney Tovey read the ordinance by 
title only for the second reading, Council Barron moved and Councilor Myers seconded to adopt Ordinance 
No. 2347 and become effective 90 days after its passage by City Council. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
June 2023 Financial Report 
Councilor Linton moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to accept the June 2023 Financial Report as 
presented by Finance Director Mark Krawczyk.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports 
Public Safety Committee- Councilor Primmer stoke regarding Police Department and Municipal Court updates 
as presented by Chief Edmiston and Court Administrator Viles at today’s meeting and specifically spoke 
regarding the PD’s increased training budget since City Manager Smith has been with the City which has been 
greatly appreciated, National Night Out, crime report, increase in transient call load, and more. 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee- Councilor Myers gave updates regarding: the $50,000 Ford 
Foundation grant given for the Harrison Park improvements, Skate Park construction, and Aquatic Center.  
Recreation Projects Fund Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron stated the Committee will meet next week to 
review the late applications submitted. 
Hispanic Advisory Committee- Mayor Drotzmann congratulated Committee Chair Jose Garcia as he recently 
became a committee member of the Lower Umatilla Groundwater Management Area Committee (LUGMA) 
and stated Mr. Garcia is doing a lot of good work in the community and would like to give him recognition at 
an upcoming City Council meeting. 
   
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding: 

• Gave information regarding the LOC Small Cities Meeting on July 19th in Boardman and spoke regarding 
the legislative process and measures. 

 
Council Reports  
Councilor Linton stated Umatilla County Fire District #1 is short staffed by 12 fire officials. 
 
Councilor Barron and Peterson asked that the City look into scholarship opportunities for the Council to attend 
conferences either in person or virtually. 
  
Councilor McCarthy gave information regarding the Umatilla County Fair and Parade, Farm City Pro-Rodeo, 
and MelonFest. 
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CITY COUNCIL  
Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 24, 2023 

Youth Advisory Report 
Youth Advisors were not in attendance. 
 
Assistant City Manager’s Report  
None given. 
 
Adjourn City Council Meeting  
Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the City Council Meeting at 8:17pm as there was no other City business. 
 
 

       SIGNED: 
             
       Dr. David Drotzmann, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
     _____ 
Lilly Alarcon-Strong, City Recorder 
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Mayor and Members of the City Council 

STAFF REPORT 
For the Meeting of August 14, 2023 

Title/Subject 

Resolution No. 2286 - Award CMGC Contract for Library, Harkenrider, City Hall Projects – CB 
Construction Inc. 

Summary and Background 

 The City issued a Request For Proposal (RFP) for CM/GC Services on June 27th, 2023, 
with Proposals being due on July 25, 2023. 

o The City received (4) proposals. 
 CB Construction, Inc. (La Grande) 
 Fortis Construction (Portland) 
 Kirby Nagelhout Construction Company (Pendleton/Bend) 
 Knerr Construction (Hermiston) 

o The City’s Evaluation Committee (Brandon Artz, Mark Rose, Byron Smith) 
reviewed proposals on August 1. 

o The Committee’s two top ranked firms CB Construction Inc. and Knerr 
Construction were interviewed on August 3.  

 CB Construction was unanimously selected. Some of the reasons for that selection 
were the following: 

o CB’s has performed multiple public agency CM/GC renovation projects in 
occupied spaces,  

o CB’s emphasizes transparency and good fiscal stewardship in the process, 
o CB’s has good working relationships with various regional sub-contractors and 

suppliers, and  
o CB’s is very well versed in this specific delivery method. 

Tie-In to Council Goals 

3.1 Conduct public engagement and develop use scenarios for the Carnegie Building and the 
Library 
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Fiscal Information 

The financial impact of this decision is not known. According to state law, the selection of a 
CM/GC professional is done based on qualifications. After this decision a contract will be 
negotiated and during the process bids will be received for the specific construction work. If an 
agreeable price cannot be negotiated, then attempts will be made to negotiate a contract with 
another firm. 

Alternatives and Recommendation 

Alternatives  

1. Approve Resolution 2286 and award the contract to CB Construction Inc. and authorize 
the City Manager to proceed with contract negotiations. 

2. Reject Resolution 2286 

Recommended Action/Motion 

Motion to approve Resolution 2286 

Submitted By:  

Byron D. Smith 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2286  Page 1 of 1 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2286   

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT 

WITH CB CONSTRUCTION INC. FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGER/GENERAL 

CONTRACTOR (CM/GC) SERVICES 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Hermiston (“City”) has developed the need for CM/GC services 

for projects involving the Hermiston City Library, City Hall, and the Harkenrider Center; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for CM/GC Services; and  

 

 WHEREAS, proposals were received and reviewed by an evaluation committee with the 

top two ranked firms receiving interviews; and 

 

WHEREAS, CB Construction Inc. was selected as the most qualified CM/GC firm that 

responded to the RFP. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HERMISTON RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. That the City Manager be, and is, hereby authorized to negotiate and execute an 

agreement with CB Construction Inc. for CM/GC services. 

 

2. That this resolution is effective immediately upon its passage. 

 

PASSED by the Common Council this 14th day of August 2023. 

SIGNED by the Mayor this 14th day of August 2023. 

 

             

      _____________________________________  

Dr. David Drotzmann, MAYOR 

 

 

     ATTEST: 

     _______________________________________ 

     Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, CITY RECORDER 
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Mayor and Members of the City Council 

STAFF REPORT 
For the Meeting of August 14, 2023 

Title/Subject 

Accept a grant award of $51,000 for the Southeast Hermiston Industrial Area Utility Expansion 
Study. 

Summary and Background 

City staff engaged Maul Foster & Alongi (MFI) in early 2022 to conduct an Industrial Lands 
Inventory and Analysis.  This was a direct response to anticipated development of nearly 300 
acres of prime industrial land located between Feedville Road and Penney Ave.  That land had 
previously been actively marketed by the City to attract large scale investment to generate 
revenue for local public service providers and create jobs. 

MFI’s report resulted in a comprehensive analysis of existing industrial land within the city’s 
current Urban Growth Boundary, and those adjacent to the UGB, with a recommendation to 
pursue a UGB expansion.  In addition to the UGB expansion, the report identified the 
remaining area which is attractive to large scale industrial development within the existing UGB 
as approximately 150 acres in the extreme southeast corner of the UGB straddling US395, but 
predominantly lying east of the highway. 

The area in question is generally attractive for industrial development due to it’s current zoning, 
lot sizes/ownership, topography, surrounding development, and transportation infrastructure.  
However, water and sewer utilities are limited, and it is unknown what the availability/capacity 
of power, gas, and fiber are. 

City staff engaged with the property owners to gain support for seeking grant funding through 
the state’s Special Public Works Fund (SPWF) to develop an inventory of existing utilities and 
establish a refinement plan for extending water and sewer in to the area.  The refinement plan 
will utilize the now defunct “Certified Shovel Ready,” program formerly operated by the Oregon 
Business Development Department.  Although the “Shovel Ready” certification is no longer 
conferred, the process is still beneficial in developing all of the necessary information on high 
quality industrial land to make it easy and efficient to support interested development with 
actionable information in a timely manner.  The property owners are supportive, and look 
forward to working with the City to improve the area to facilitate marketing it for investment and 
employment growth. 
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Tie-In to Council Goals 

Focus Area:  Workforce Development- Attract Industry & Jobs 

Fiscal Information 

The approved scope of work for this refinement plan is $60,000 from Anderson Perry & 
Associates, which leaves a $9,000 local match which will be covered through the approved 
Economic Development budget. 

Alternatives and Recommendation 

Alternatives  

1. Accept the SPWF Grant Funds 
2. Reject the SPWF Grant Funds 

Recommended Action/Motion 

Motion to accept the grant award of $51,000 from the Special Public Works Fund. 

Submitted By:  

Mark Morgan, Assistant City Manager 
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Interstate 84 
5 Miles 

Area A 
55ac 

South Hermiston Industrial Park:  Verdon, LLC 89ac Site 

Hermiston, Oregon:  South Hermiston Industrial Park– Verdon, LLC Site 

Flat, cleared, shovel-ready Greenfield.  City Water & Sewer adjacent.  Natural Gas on-site.  
Umatilla Electric Co-Op power on-site.  Direct US Highway 395 access.  Interstates 84 and 82 are 
5 and 7 miles from site via US395.  Truck Travel times:  Portland– 3.0 hours, Spokane– 3.0 hours, 
Seattle– 4.3 hours, Boise– 4.3 hours. 

Contact: 
Mark Morgan, Assistant City Manager 
City of Hermiston 
(541) 567-5521 
mmorgan@hermiston.or.us  

Area B 
34ac 
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Verdon LLC Industrial Site 89ac 
Looking SSE (April, 2023) 

Area A 

55 Acres 

Interstate 84 

(to Portland/Salt Lake) 

4.5 Miles 
Wal-Mart Distribution 

Center #6037 

Area B 

34 Acres 
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Verdon LLC Industrial Site 89ac 
Looking North (April, 2023) 

BPA 500KV Transmission 

“McNary to Calpine” 

Area B 

34 Acres 

Area A 
55 Acres 

Hermiston, Oregon:  South Hermiston Industrial Park– Verdon, LLC Site 

Flat, cleared, shovel-ready Greenfield.  City Water & Sewer adjacent.  Natural Gas on-site.  
Umatilla Electric Co-Op power on-site.  Direct US Highway 395 access.  Interstates 84 and 82 are 
5 and 7 miles from site via US395.  Truck Travel times:  Portland– 3.0 hours, Spokane– 3.0 hours, 
Seattle– 4.3 hours, Boise– 4.3 hours. 

Contact: 
Mark Morgan, Assistant City Manager 
City of Hermiston 
(541) 567-5521 
mmorgan@hermiston.or.us  
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Verdon LLC Industrial Site 89ac 
Looking NNW (April, 2023) 

BPA 500KV Transmission 

“McNary to Calpine” 

Area B 

34 Acres 

Wal-Mart Distribution 
Center #6037 

Meyer Distributing 
180Ksf Warehouse 

Area A 
55 Acres 

Hermiston, Oregon:  South Hermiston Industrial Park– Verdon, LLC Site 

Flat, cleared, shovel-ready Greenfield.  City Water & Sewer adjacent.  Natural Gas on-site.  
Umatilla Electric Co-Op power on-site.  Direct US Highway 395 access.  Interstates 84 and 82 are 
5 and 7 miles from site via US395.  Truck Travel times:  Portland– 3.0 hours, Spokane– 3.0 hours, 
Seattle– 4.3 hours, Boise– 4.3 hours. 

Contact: 
Mark Morgan, Assistant City Manager 
City of Hermiston 
(541) 567-5521 
mmorgan@hermiston.or.us  
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Interstate 84 
5 Miles 

Medelez Site 
33ac 

South Hermiston Industrial Park:  Medelez Site 

Hermiston, Oregon:  South Hermiston Industrial Park– Medelez Site 

Flat, cleared, shovel-ready Greenfield.  City Water & Sewer adjacent.  Natural Gas on-site.  
Umatilla Electric Co-Op power on-site.  Direct US Highway 395 access.  Interstates 84 and 82 are 
5 and 7 miles from site via US395.  Truck Travel times:  Portland– 3.0 hours, Spokane– 3.0 hours, 
Seattle– 4.3 hours, Boise– 4.3 hours. 

Contact: 
Mark Morgan, Assistant City Manager 
City of Hermiston 
(541) 567-5521 
mmorgan@hermiston.or.us  57
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Medelez Industrial Site 33ac 
Looking SSE (April, 2023) 

Medelez Site 

33 Acres 

Interstate 84 

(to Portland/Salt Lake) 

4.5 Miles 
Wal-Mart Distribution 

Center #6037 
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Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center
Rebranding Survey Results

OVERVIEW: There were 19 total completed survey entries during the time period for feedback, 
with most entries providing written feedback. This report summarizes the survey results. 

Question #1: With the Hermiston Community brand in mind (shown below, at left), which of the following answers best 
describe your opinion about CONCEPT #1 (shown below)?

Question #2: What are your overall thoughts about CONCEPT #1, knowing the goals of this rebrand were to refresh 
the look while tying in the visual aesthetic of the established Hermiston Community brand?

A. Love it, it really compliments the Community brand well
B. There are things I like about it, it adequately compliments 

the Community brand
C. Feelings are neutral, not really sure how well it fits with 

the Community brand
D. There are things I don’t like about it and it doesn’t 

adequately compliment the Community brand
E. I don’t like it at all and it doesn’t compliment the 

Community brand

Positive/neutral responses
“I like it a lot, good throwback to western/rodeo 
influences.” 
“It is a clean looking brand.”
“I believe concept #1 is aesthetically pleasing, aside 
from the "&" symbol.”
“Easier to read.” 
“Nice, but could use more color.” 
“Colors are appealing and on brand, the & symbol feels 
disjointed.” 
“Looks good, compliments the City brand.”
“I like the logo, but I don’t see a flow. The question is 
does there need to be a flow? EOTEC is its own facility.”
“I like the concept in general. However, I don't feel it 
compliments the Hermiston Community brand.”
“I love Concept #1 for other things. It doesn’t look 
professional enough for the EOTEC brand.”

Negative/critical responses:
“Generic and basic. Multiple font style and sizing is 
o�-putting for the eyes.”
“A watermelon does not do the community justice.”
“I don't see any tie between the two.”
“My only do I not like this look, I don't think it ties in 
with any of the city's current branding.” 
“I like it, but it doesn't fit with the Hermiston Community 
Brand...if that is what you are trying to do.”
”I feel like it is not close enough to the City brand.” 
“I feel like it represents St Patrick's Day and not our 
brand with red for our famous watermelons.”  
”Pretty generic. Only thing that aligns with current 
brand is the color green.”

16%
21%

26%

11%

26%

1
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Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center Rebranding Survey Results

Responses:
“Looks comical and not professional.”
“It isn't cohesive with the Hermiston Community Brand.” 
“Just that it doesn't tie in to the City brand.”
“The "&" symbol seems to be a little bit too "Fancy" for 
the rest of the font used in the name. The symbol is also 
very overwhelming for the size of Oregon. I would 
recommend looking at other options for the "&" symbol.”

Question #5: With the Hermiston Community brand in mind (shown below, at left), which of the following answers best 
describe your opinion about CONCEPT #2 (shown below)?

A. Love it, it really compliments the Community brand well
B. There are things I like about it, it adequately compliments 

the Community brand
C. Feelings are neutral, not really sure how well it fits with 

the Community brand
D. There are things I don’t like about it and it doesn’t 

adequately compliment the Community brand
E. I don’t like it at all and it doesn’t compliment the 

Community brand

58%
37%

0%

0%

5%

Question #3: Do you believe CONCEPT #1 will resonate with the 
community, visitors and potential businesses?

A. YES
B. NO

63%
37%

Question #4-A: Do you have any concerns with Concept #1 overall?

Question #4-B: If YES, what are your concerns?

A. YES
B. NO

53%
47%

“My concern is that it diminishes the professionalism of 
EOTEC.”
“I don't think it follows our brand and what we are known 
for. Maybe we are trying to get away from the watermelon, 
but I don't think we should.”
“All di�erent font types and don't like curved center on 
bottom.”

2
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Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center Rebranding Survey Results

Question #6: What are your overall thoughts about CONCEPT #2, knowing the goals of this rebrand were to refresh the 
look while tying in the visual aesthetic of the established Hermiston Community brand?

Positive/neutral responses
“Cool, modern design, unique shape and elements from 
the Hermiston community logo.”
“Better than #1. Like how the Sun is reversed from 
original to concept 2. Easier on the eyes to look at.”
“Looks bright and fresh.”
“Yes I do see a tie between the two of these.”
“Seems to tie in, to the overall theming of keeping in 
brand with Hermiston.” 
“Ties in really well with the community Brand.” 
“I think concept too closely relates to the City brand 
and yet distinguishes the EOTEC brand.” 
“This looks very professional.”
“This flows better with the Hermiston logo.” 

Negative/critical responses:
“Would have used the sun to make the “o” in Oregon.”
“It looks too generic.”

“I really like this one. I feel it is di�erent from the city 
brand but the sunset and font being the same, tie it in 
with the city brand.”
“I really like the incorporation of the Butte, and it ties in 
the City of Hermiston logo well! Good schematics and 
aesthetically pleasing.”
“Much better. Appealing.” 
“Concept #2 looks more professional for EOTEC.”
“Overall look and concept complement each other.”
“I like it much better than concept #1. The butte and the 
sun tie it together.”  
“I prefer this one to #1. The white ties this in better.”
“Much better, like the color and sun connection.”

Responses:
“While this does seem on par with the current 
Hermiston branding overall, I worry that a simple logo 
change is not enough to a�ect community awareness. 
I wonder if something else could be done?”
”I would recommend increasing the font size of "Center" 
to be closer/same size to "Trade & Event". Aside from 
this minor revision, I believe this is a great design.” 

Question #7: Do you believe CONCEPT #2 will resonate with the 
community, visitors and potential businesses?

A. YES
B. NO

89%
11%

Question #8-A: Do you have any concerns with Concept #2 overall?

Question #8-B: If YES, what are your concerns?

A. YES
B. NO

26%
74%

“What if we added the watermelon seeds under "center" to 
tie it all together?”
“Instead of the butte design (which symbolizes Hermiston), I 
suggest the following: it's the "Eastern Oregon Trade and 
Event Center", so what about a circle pivot with crop design 
in center? Sun setting over crops or pivot?”
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Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center Rebranding Survey Results

A. Concept #15%

B.   Concept #295%

Question #9: If I had to choose between these two brand concepts for the City of Hermiston to adopt, I’d choose:

Question #10: Any final comments on these Eastern Oregon Trade & Event Center concepts you’d like the City to take 
into consideration?

Responses:
“Concept #1 looks more profressional.”
“I am excited to see what the city does with this facility.”
“Great work on providing two impressive designs. Concept #2, to me, is the most representative of our community, and 
would be a great brand for EOTEC to take on. Well done!”
“Concept #2 looks professional and lively.” 
“Fits with community design well.”
“Both are much better than current logo.”
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Mayor and Members of the City Council 

STAFF REPORT 
For the Meeting of August 14, 2023  

Title/Subject 

Possible New Branding for Eastern Oregon Trade and Event Center (EOTEC) 

Summary and Background 
 

In the City Council’s February 13, 2023 meeting the Council discussed and gave direction to 
staff to pursue a new brand for EOTEC. City staff (including EOTEC staff) engaged with Focal 
Point Marketing and developed two alternatives for stakeholder input. An online survey 
seeking feedback on the two designs was sent to the council, the EOTEC Advisory Committee 
and an EOTEC client list. Nineteen responses were received. A report summarizing those 
responses is attached to this report. There was clear support for concept 2 which is shown 
below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tie-In to Council Goals 
 
N/A 
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Fiscal Information 

The new branding will be implemented within adopted budgets. 

Alternatives and Recommendation 

Alternatives  
The City Council may choose to approve or reject the recommended design. 

Recommended Action/Motion 

Motion to approve the presented EOTEC Branding. 

Submitted By:  

Byron Smith 
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