
CITY COUNCIL 
Work Session Meeting Minutes 

April 22, 2024 

Mayor Drotzmann called the work session meeting to order at 6:01pm. Present were Councilors Hardin, 
Barron, Primmer, Duron, Linton (arrived at 6:05pm), McCarthy, Peterson, and Myers. Staff in attendance 
included: City Manager Byron Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief 
Edmiston, Planning Director Clint Spencer, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, HES General Manager Nate 
Rivera, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, Assistant City Recorder 
Heather La Beau, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  

Broadband Effort Updates 
Hermiston Energy Services General Manager Nate Rivera gave information (PowerPoint Presentation 
attached) regarding broadband updates and findings to include the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
data coverage and eCheckup speed tests for Hermiston and surrounding areas and focused on the higher 
percentage of unserved households and businesses per census block and discrepancies found with the FCC 
reporting.  

Mr. Rivera gave information regarding the possibility of the City of Hermiston providing an open network fiber 
utility that could be used by all, both public and private sectors, with links to every property in Hermiston. The 
utility would be owned by the City of Hermiston to ensure local autonomy; however, many different service 
providers would be able to use the system to provide a variety of services at competitive rates for all 
consumers. Mr. Rivera gave information regarding Ziply Fiber and the services they could provide to the overall 
City and underserved locations in the area as previously mentioned.  

Mayor Drotzmann stated due to time constraints the Council will continue this discussion during the regular 
meeting, after the March Financial Report item. 

Safety Plan Introduction 
City Planner Clint Spencer introduced Nick Foster from Kittleson and Associates, Inc. who specialize in 
Transportation Engineering and Planning who is helping the City in the development of the City’s Safety Action 
Plan. Mr. Foster gave information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding the Plan: to identify safety 
improvements to reduce fatalities and serious injuries on the City’s transportation system for people driving, 
biking, walking, and rolling. The Plan, which has been funded by a federal grant, will help gather community 
input, develop safety strategies, set a goal to aim for zero fatal and serious injury crashes, and more all within 
the community. 

Mr. Spencer stated the Plan was previously presented to the Planning Commission, Commissioners are in 
attendance at tonight’s meeting, and are all in full support of this Plan.  

Mayor Drotzmann thanked Mr. Foster for the important information as streets, sidewalks, and public access 
areas are essential and safety is a priority for all.  

Adjournment 
Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the work session meeting at 7:02pm and stated the Council will convene 
immediately for their regular council meeting. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 22, 2024 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:02pm. Present were Councilors McCarthy, 
Barron, Linton, Primmer, Hardin, Duron, Peterson, and Myers. In attendance was City Staff to include: City 
Manager Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief Edmiston, Planning 
Director Clint Spencer, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, Parks and 
Recreation Director Brandon Artz, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. Student Advisor Manuel Salazar 
was also in attendance. The pledge of allegiance was given.  

Proclamations 
Mayor Drotzmann emphasized the importance of proclamations and his desire to read each one aloud for 
the recognition they deserve, and then read aloud the following Proclamations: 

• Vietnamese-American Remembrance Day
• Proclamation- National Day of Prayer
• Proclamation- Fred Ziara Day
• Proclamation- Drinking Water Week

Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan spoke regarding the Drinking Water Week Proclamation and 
recognized all Water Department staff in attendance, to include:  Utility Workers Chad Atkins, Sean 
Basford, Fernando Cervantes, Scott Dammeyer, David Estrada, Jorge Gonzalez, Jason Lohman, Chief 
Operator Alex McCann, and Water Superintendent Roy Bicknell. 

Applause from all in Council Chambers. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
Timathy Thomason (80205 Banks Ln, Hermiston)- Stated he is planning an Equality without Exception 
Event and Parade in Hermiston. The event is not only an LGBTQ Pride Event, but an event for all to 
participate, express their pride in whatever facet of their life, to be themselves and change the world. Mr. 
Thomason stated he is proud to be a gay Christian man and is planning the event at EOTEC on June 1st 
with a downtown parade in the evening. The parade will not be vulgar, as it is in other places, and hopes 
the community will come together to participate. 

Maria Villagrana (246 NE 7th St)- Through a translator asked that the Council consider changing it’s 
regulations on mobile food vending as she would like to be a mobile food vendor in Hermiston but has 
not been able to find a location due to the regulations in place. 

Mayor Drotzmann asked that staff work with Ms. Villagrana regarding this issue. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Primmer asked to remove item G. Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Duron seconded 
to approve Consent Agenda items A-H, with the exception of G. Motion carried unanimously. 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
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Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 22, 2024 

B. Recommendation Appointment of Brian Misner to Position #7 of the Planning Commission for a 3-
year term ending March 31, 2027.

C. Confirmation Reappointment of Margaret Saylor to Position #8 of the Planning Commission for a
3-year term ending March 31, 2027.

D. Confirmation Reappointment of Derek Caplinger to Position #9 of the Planning Commission for a
3-year term ending March 31, 2027.

E. Final Plat- View Wood Estates Phase II 4N2814AD Tax Lot 902 - 920 E View Drive
F. Amended and Restated Lift Station & Utility Easement
H. Minutes of the April 8th City Council Regular Meeting

Items Removed from the Consent Agenda 
G. Reschedule the 2nd City Council Meeting in May.

Councilor Primmer stated he wanted to be more transparent about why this meeting would potentially 
be rescheduled. 

City Manager Smith stated typically Council meetings that fall on recognized holidays are cancelled or 
rescheduled, staff is asking the Council to reschedule this meeting to the following day as Monday is 
Memorial Day. 

Councilor Myers moved and Councilor Hardin seconded to approve Consent Agenda item G. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

Resolution No. 2319- First Amendment to IGA for IT Services with Morrow County 
City Manager Smith gave information regarding amending the IT Services agreement with Morrow County 
due to increased service needs. 

After Council discussion, Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to approve 
Resolution No. 2319 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously.  

Resolution No. 2320- Approval of Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) Amendments on Civic Projects 
City Manager Smith gave information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding the ability to sign 
three GMP amendments with CB Construction for the Harkenrider Center, IT space in City Hall, and Arc 
building Phase 1 renovations. 

After Council discussion, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Barron seconded to approve 
Resolution No. 2320 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously.  

March 2024 Financial Report 
Councilor Myers moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to accept the March Financial Report as 
presented (PowerPoint Presentation attached) by City Manager Smith. Motion carried unanimously. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
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Broadband Effort Updates (continued from Work Session) 
Mr. Rivera asked that the Council give staff direction on this effort, including either continuing this effort 
with or without community partners and come back with a recommendation to Council, or to stop working 
on this effort.  

Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding the universal community broadband need and how those needs were 
brought to the forefront during Covid with remote learning for area school students. City Manager Smith 
and Mr. Rivera addressed questions from the Council, and after further discussion Council directed staff 
to identify area partnerships while moving forward with this effort. 

Committee Reports 
Hispanic Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron and Duron spoke regarding the Committee’s Goal Setting 
efforts, and speakers from DEQ and Senator Wyden’s Office, and received a request for a proposed Circuit 
Court Candidate Forum in the City, and received Cinco de Mayo Event updates.  

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding the LOC Regional Meeting and Spring Conference. 

Council Reports  
Councilor Peterson spoke regarding her work with Travel Oregon on their Expanding Accessible Spaces 
Program which helps businesses find ways to be more accessible for their disabled customers.  

Councilor Linton asked Chief Edmiston if there has ever been a female sergeant at HPD. 

Chief Edmiston stated yes, the last one left HPD in 2013 or 2014. 

Councilor Primmer Thanks all telecommunicators for the work they do and recognized them as last week 
was National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week and spoke on attending the ribbon cutting of Horizon 
Projects Step Center. 

Councilor Hardin spoke on the UEC Annual Meeting and how great it was to see the many different events 
that were happening at EOTEC.  

Councilor McCarthy spoke regarding the Hermiston Chamber of Commerce Board elections. 

Councilor Primmer encouraged all to see the Umatilla County Search and Rescue movie, End of the Rope, 
viewing in the Hermiston Cinema.  

Councilor Primmer and Mayor Drotzmann thanked all volunteers for all they do as National Volunteer 
Week is this week. 

Page 3 of 9





Page 5 of 9



Page 6 of 9



Page 7 of 9



Page 8 of 9



Page 9 of 9


	2024-04-22 City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes
	2024-04-22 City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes
	20240508091445

	2024-04-22 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
	2024-04-22 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
	2024-04-22 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

	Untitled Extract Pages
	2024-04-22 City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
	20240508091445





