
 
 

CITY COUNCIL  
Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2023 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Primmer, Myers, 
Barron, Duron, Linton (arrived at 7:04pm), Hardin, and Peterson. Councilor McCarthy was excused (listening 
in on Zoom but did not participate in the meeting). In attendance was City Staff to include: City Manager Byron 
Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Finance Director Mark Krawczyk, Chief 
Edmiston, Planning Director Clint Spencer, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, Court Administrator 
Jillian Viles, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  The pledge of allegiance was given.   
 
The Council agreed to amend the agenda to hear the Police Department Budget Presentation after Citizen 
Input on Non-Agenda Items. 
 
(Councilor Linton arrived at 7:04pm) 
 
Presentation- Hermiston School District Updates 
Assistant Superintendent Jake Bacon gave Hermiston School District (HSD) updates to include: Registration 
information for the 2023/24 School year, New Bus Company Meet and Greet with food and employment 
opportunities on July 14th, Kinder Camp, Parent Evening at Loma Vista Elementary School on July 27th, 
Champion after school program, sport physicals, construction updates, free breakfast and lunch provided to 
all K-12 student for the 23/24 school year, Pre-K Program in the modular buildings at Rocky Heights provided 
by Head Start, and the Summer School program. 
 
Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
George Geranios, 1973 NW Archer Dr- Spoke regarding his frustration with the removal of the recycle center 
containers on Harper Road. 
 
City Manager Smith stated the recycling center has moved just west of that area near Theater Sports Park. 
 
Daniel Turley, 855 E Quince Ave- Spoke regarding his frustration with the continued noise nuisance caused by 
fireworks over the last 1 ½ weeks. Mr. Turley stated he has called the Police Department but does not feel like 
the noise ordinance is being enforced and it should be as it impacts livability. 
 
David Hodges, 1060 SW 7th Street- Asked if the City was considering installing stop lights on W. Highland Ave 
and First Street as this intersection is very congested with vehicles and pedestrians during the school year. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann stated this has been something the City has been and will continue to discuss and work 
towards a solution.  
 
Tiffany Brodahl, 725 W Ridgeway Ave- Stated she would like more police enforcement to address issues around 
the City to include: graffiti, litter, noise complaints, speeding on HWY 395, people driving without a seatbelt 
and/or on the phone, and more. Ms. Brodahl also spoke regarding the community being more active in 
neighborhood watch programs, relocating the Bottle Drop as it creates lots of issues with homeless people 
going through people’s properties that live in the area and steal bottles and cans, sidewalks need to be more 
handicapped accessible, and people being disrespectful at local stores and stealing items from businesses.  
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Police Chief Edmiston stated he would like to address Mr. Turley and Ms. Brodahl’s comments during his 
presentation. 
 
Consent Agenda Items 
Mayor Drotzmann asked to remove Consent Agenda Item A; Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Primmer 
seconded to approve Consent Agenda items B-F, to include: 

B. Committee Vacancy Announcements  
C. Committee Re-Appointment Confirmation of Jennifer Roberts for: EOTEC Advisory Committee Position 

#4- term ending 06/30/2026  
D. Committee Appointment Confirmation of Drexlyn Bailey for: EOTEC Advisory Committee Position #3- 

term ending 06/30/2026  
E. Minutes of the June 12, 2023 Public Infrastructure Meeting.  
F. Minutes of the June 26, 2023 City Council Work Session and Regular Meeting 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Items Removed from Consent Agenda 

A. Award Funding through the Transient Room Tax (TRT) Recreation Projects Grants. 
 

Mayor Drotzmann stated he removed this item to highlight the many organizations that will benefit from this 
Transient Room Tax (TRT) grant process and how these organizations contribute to the community. 
 
Councilor Barron stated he had planned to pull this item as well as he would like the Council to consider 
approving and awarding grants to the Cinco De Mayo Group and Hermiston Jr. Bulldogs Youth Football Club 
who submitted late applications. 
 
City Manager Smith and Parks and Recreation Director Artz answered questions from the Council and after 
further discussion,  

• Councilor Barron moved to approve Consent Agenda Item A and include grant approvals to the two 
late applications. The motioned died as there was no second.  

• Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Peterson seconded to Approve Consent Agenda Item A and ask 
the TRT Committee to review the two late applications and give the Council their recommendation. 
Councilors Barron, Duron, and Peterson voted in favor; Councilors Hardin, Primmer, Myers, and Linton 
voted against; Motion failed 4-3. 

• Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Linton seconded to approve Consent Agenda Item A. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

• Councilor Peterson moved and Councilor Barron seconded to ask the TRT Committee to review the two 
late applicants and give the Council their recommendation. Councilors Hardin, Peterson, Primmer, 
Barron, and Duron voted in favor; Councilors Linton and Myers voted against. Motion carried 5-2. 
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Presentation- Police Department Budget 
City Manager Smith stated this presentation is part of the General Fund Budget Review Process usually given 
during a work session. 
 
Police Chief Edmiston gave information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding: current employee 
status- specific to being understaffed, calls for service statistics, staff structure and organizational chart, work 
load and salaries, and more.  
 
City Manager Smith answered Council questions regarding the progression of the COPS Grant and the average 
cost per police officer of $175,000 per year to include equipment, vehicle, benefits, and salary. 
 
Chief Edmiston addressed comments made during Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items, apologizing for the 
decline of livability as this has been an issue since the passage of Measure 110 which decriminalized user 
amounts of drugs making it difficult to hold people accountable for their crimes; however, in respects to 
graffiti- those applying graffiti and their legal guardians, if under 18, are being cited; Neighborhood Watch 
throughout the Country is declining as people no longer want to participate or interact with their neighbors. 
He did encourage the community to participate in TIP411; and addressed firework noise complaints stating 
that the officer must see the violation to cite or have the complainant sign the citation which many 
complainants do not want to do and therefore the officer cannot cite; and gave information regarding 
complaints lodged from July 1st – July 5th, to include:  

• 18 calls for service for firework complaints including complaints from areas outside of city limits,  
• 26 criminal citations issued to include domestic assault, harassment, trespass, unlawful possession of 

firearms, and DUll, 
• 17 violation citations issued, and  
• 46 case investigations taken 

All while being short staffed. However, the Police Department will continue to try to do a better job. 
 
The Council allowed public comment as requested by the audience.  
Public Comment 
Jolene Geranios 1973 NW Archer Dr- asked that the Police Department Budget also include a line item for 
mental health resources for the community. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann stated the City has been and is continuing to work with Community Counseling Solutions to 
provide mental health services community wide. 
 
Daniel Turley, 855 E Quince Ave- thanked Chief Edmiston for addressing his concerns and asked questions 
regarding viewing the police department budget. 
 
City Manager Smith stated the budget is available to view on the City’s website. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann encouraged Mr. Turley to apply to be on the City’s Budget Committee stating this is the first 
time in many years that the Budget Committee met more than once to review and give a budget 
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recommendation as not only Hermiston but many cities throughout the state struggle with budget shortfalls 
and trying to find ways to address those shortfalls while still providing a safe and healthy environment for the 
community to live in. Mayor Drotzmann thanked the many Police Department staff in attendance as they work 
tirelessly to provide us with a great place to live. Mayor Drotzmann and all in attendance applauded the Police 
Department personnel.  
 
Public Hearing- Consider the formation of the North Hermiston Urban Renewal Area (NURA) 
Hearing no conflicts of interest from the Council, City Manager Smith read the hearing guidelines and Mayor 
Drotzmann opened the hearing at 8:26pm. 
 
Planning Director Clint Spencer and Elaine Howard from Elaine Howard Consulting, LLC, presented information 
(PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding the proposed formation of the North Hermiston Urban Renewal 
Area (NURA). 
 
Public Testimony 
Proponents 
Jim Schlenker, Chief Operating Officer for Good Shepherd Health Care System, stated Good Shepherd has 
purchased the old Toyota property and is in support of the NURA formation as they believe it will help with 
the traffic issues in this area.  
 
There were no opponents or neutral persons present who wished to give public testimony and the hearing 
was closed at 8:43pm. 
 
Elaine Howard addressed questions from the Council, Councilor Barron moved and Councilor Myers seconded 
to direct staff to prepare and ordinance to adopt the Urban Renewal Plan and Report for adoption at the July 
24th City Council Meeting. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Resolution No. 2283- Establishing “No Parking” on East Fourth Street from Main Street to the alleyways on 
both the North and South. - Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan presented information (PowerPoint 
Presentation attached) regarding the proposed street changes to accommodate the increased traffic in this 
area, as well as addressed questions from the Council and public that were brought forward at the last City 
Council meeting.  
 
Public Comment 
Kari Christiansen, 470 Christiansen Loop- Stated she is a business owner and part of the Hermiston Downtown 
District Board and believes taking parking away will hurt businesses as currently, these parking spaces force 
vehicles to slow down and in turn allows the drivers an opportunity to see what business are in the downtown 
area. Ms. Christiansen also encouraged business owners and employees to park further away to allow shoppers 
to park closer to stores. 
 
Josh Roberts, 1709 NE 6th Place- Thanked the City for reaching out to all the residents in the area and asking 
for their input and stated the photos presented during Mr. Morgans presentation show day parking only not 
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at night. Mr. Roberts stated he does not believe there is a speeding issue in this area and he is in support of 
this change as it will bring safety and efficient traffic flow to the area and asked if the traffic light would be 
changed in the intersection. 
 
Assistant City Manager Morgan stated the current traffic system has failed and new equipment will be 
purchased to reflect street changes if approved by Council.  
 
After further discussion, Councilor Barron moved and Councilor Myers seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2283 
and lay upon the record.  Councilors Peterson, Hardin, Primmer, Barron, Duron, and Myers voted in favor; 
Councilor Linton voted against. Motion carried 6-1. 
 
4th Quarter FY2023 Investment Report 
Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Myers seconded to accept the 4th Quarter FY2023 Investment Report 
as presented by Finance Director Mark Krawczyk.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
2nd Quarter 2023 Council Goal Update 
Councilor Barron moved and Councilor Hardin seconded to accept the 2nd Quarter 2023 Council Goal update 
as presented by City Manager Smith.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports 
EOTEC Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron stated he and Councilor Primmer attended this meeting and 
received updates regarding: Fair and Rodeo upcoming events, Barn expansions, HERO field development, 
Operations and branding updates. The branding recommendation changes will come before the Council for 
review and approval at a future meeting. The Committee will not meet again until September.  
   
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding: 

• Thanked Council President Primmer for running the last meeting in his absence 
• Encouraged the Council to attend the Ribbon cutting ceremony at the Army Depot on July 12 from 

10:00am to 2:00pm 
• Gave information regarding the LOC Small Cities Meeting on July 19th in Boardman 

 
Council Reports  
None given. 
  
Youth Advisory Report 
Youth Advisors were not in attendance. 
 
City Manager’s Report  
City Manager Smith stated the City will soon be providing Mandatory Reporter training to the Council as is now 
required by law. More information regarding the training will be forthcoming.   
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