
CITY COUNCIL 
Work Session Meeting Minutes 

September 25, 2023 

Mayor Drotzmann called the work session meeting to order at 6:00pm. Present were Councilors Hardin, 
Peterson, Primmer, Linton, Barron, Myers, Duron, and McCarthy. Staff in attendance included: City Manager 
Byron Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief Edmiston, Planning Director 
Clint Spencer, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, Assistant City Recorder Heather La Beau, and City 
Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  The pledge of allegiance was given. 

Planning Department Budget 
Planning Director Clint Spencer presented information (PowerPoint presentation attached) and answered 
questions from the Council regarding: operations of the department, personnel, existing fees and potential 
revenue from updating fees charged, comparable department data, and more. 

There was Council discussion regarding Planning Department fee’s not being updated for over 20 years, the 
lack of fees being collected for the amount of staff work being done, and how all department fees should be 
reevaluated on a more frequent basis. The Council thanked Planning Director Spencer for the information and 
revenue options. 

City Manager Smith stated general fund department staff will continue presented budget information with the 
exception of the Building Department as they will be moving out of the general fund due to state tracking 
requirements.  

Adjournment 
Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the work session meeting at 6:50pm and stated the Council will take a short 
recess before starting the regular council meeting. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 25, 2023 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Hardin, Peterson, 
Primmer, Linton, Barron, Myers, Duron, and McCarthy. Staff in attendance included: City Manager Byron 
Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief Edmiston, Planning Director Clint 
Spencer, Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  The pledge of 
allegiance was given. 

City Manager Smith informed the Council that representatives of Hacienda CDC Loma Vista Housing Project 
will be presenting later in the meeting as they are currently presented at the Hermiston School Board.  

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Duron moved, and Councilor Hardin seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-F to include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
B. Re-Appointment Recommendation of Dan Burns for: Airport Advisory Committee Position #1- term

ending 10/31/2026
C. Re-Appointment Recommendation of Nicole Westing for: Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee

Position #7- term ending 10/31/2026
D. Appointment Recommendation of Dan Mahon for: Faith-Based Advisory Committee Position #5- term

ending 12/31/2025
E. Appointment Recommendation of Jessica De la Cruz for: Hispanic Advisory Committee Position #2-

term ending 06/30/2026
F. Minutes of the September 11th Work Session and Regular Meeting

Motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearing- Annexation- Crowther 4N2815CB TL 1907-910 W Angus Ave (Ordinance No. 2349) 
Hearing no potential conflicts of interest, Mayor Drotzmann opened the hearing at 7:04pm. 

Planning Director Clint Spencer gave information regarding the application of Nathan Crowther to annex .72 
acres of land located at 910 W Angus Ave for emergency connection to City sewer. The property lies within the 
urban portion of the urban growth boundary and is adjacent to city limits on the east side.  

There were no proponents, opponents, or neutral parties who wished to address the Council and the hearing 
was closed at 7:07pm. 

Planning Director Spencer presented the Finding of Fact as outlined in the agenda packet. Councilor Primmer 
moved and Councilor Hardin seconded to approve the Findings of Fact as presented. Motion carried 
unanimously. Councilor Hardin moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to impose conditions of approval as 
presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

September 25, 2023 

Ordinance No. 2349- Annexation of .72 Acres of Land Located at 910 W Angus Ave 
City Manager Smith stated this item was discussed during the Public Hearing. 

Mayor Drotzmann requested that the first reading be by title only.  Hearing no opposition, City Attorney Tovey 
read the ordinance by title only.  Mayor Drotzmann requested the ordinance be put on for final adoption at 
this meeting and that the second reading be by title only. After City Attorney Tovey read the ordinance by title 
only, Councilor Primmer moved, and Councilor Duron seconded that Ordinance No. 2349 be adopted and 
become effective 30 days after adoption by the City Council.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Presentation- Hacienda CDC, Loma Vista Housing Project 
Hacienda Director of Real Estate Development Maryum Bolouri presented information (PowerPoint 
Presentation attached) regarding the proposed development of a 56-unit income-based apartment complex 
on property currently owned by the Hermiston School District on the corner of E. Theater Lane and NE 10th 
Street. Ms. Bolouri gave information regarding the different funding sources needed to secure development 
and asked that the City show support for this project in both monetary and non-monetary terms as it is difficult 
to secure state funding without local support, specifically because Hermiston is a rural area with a population 
of under 25,000 and there will be many other communities applying for the same funding.  

Ms. Bolouri addressed questions from the Council and stated that Hacienda CDC is also reaching out to other 
organizations in the community to secure support for the project. 

After further discussion, Mayor Drotzmann asked City Manager Smith to work on options of possible future 
support and thanked Ms. Bolouri for their determination to continue efforts on this project. 

August FY2024 Financial Report 
Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor Duron seconded to accept the August FY2024 Financial Report as 
presented by City Manager Smith. Motion carried unanimously. 

Committee Reports 
Parks & Recreation Committee- Councilor McCarthy gave information regarding received forestry grant, 
Skateboard Park grand opening in November, collaboration between the Senior Center and Arc to share the 
Harkenrider Center while the Arch undergoes renovations and mentioned that the Harkenrider Senior Center 
can now be used for private rentals. Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz stated a facility use agreement 
is being established for private rentals at the Harkenrider Senior Center.  

Hispanic Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron stated the Committee cancelled their September meeting but 
hopes to meet next month. 

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding: 

• His planned attendance at Legislative Days in Salem this week where topics will range from
Homelessness to city revenue concerns in conjunction with Measures 5 and 50

• Stepping Stones Volunteer Day on Saturday, Sept 30th at Umatilla Public Works
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