
CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

October 13, 2025 

Mayor Primmer called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Hayward, Roberts, 
Myers, McCarthy, Linton, Duron, Kelso, and Barron. City Staff in attendance included: City Manager Byron 
Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Chief 
Jason Edmiston, Planning Director Clint Spencer, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, Hermiston Energy Services 
General Manager Nate Rivera, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. The pledge of allegiance was given.  

Proclamation- Ed Brookshier 
Mayor Primmer read aloud the Proclamation honoring the life and accomplishments of previous City Manager 
Ed Brookshier. Mayor Primmer and Councilors Myers and Duron spoke regarding how devoted he was to the 
City, his strong sense of community, his vision and impact making the City what it is today. 

Presentation- Hermiston School District Updates 
Hermiston School District (HSD) Assistant Superintendent Jake Bacon gave updates to include: 2nd year of 
Enhanced Core Training Instruction; Homecoming Week concluded with many student participants; November 
Conference Schedule; being vigilant as kids are walking and biking to and from school especially with daylight 
savings time approaching; events at the High School to include Portland Opera, FFA, and parent classes- a 
continuation from previous years, and thanked the partnership with Umatilla County for their Health Clinic at 
HHS. 

Presentation- Walk with Purpose 
Sandy Wise and Marilyn, Chelle, Michael, and Deana Gilliland all representatives of the Walk with Purpose a 
family owned and operated Transitional Housing program presented information (flyer attached) regarding: 
why they started and became involved with Walk with Purpose; speaking about their personal experiences 
with sobriety and how it has impacted their lives; their Walk with Purpose program and how it differs from 
other programs, specifically as they use a more family hands on presence and approach; the community 
outreach partnerships they regularly work with; the two homes they own in Hermiston- one for women in 
recovery that houses 8, and one for men in recovery that houses 11, and their need for additional houses to 
fulfill the need in the community; the requirements to live in Walk with Purpose housing to include: being drug 
and alcohol free, attend regular recovery meetings, pay rent, and be willing to learn how to live normal lives 
without drugs and alcohol; and how others can get involved and donate. 

Mayor Primmer thanked the group for attending and providing this very important program to the community. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
Hotelier Representatives from Oxford, Best Western, OYO, and Motel 6 spoke regarding their concerns with 
the City not marketing EOTEC sufficiently to host weekend events to bring in people from outside the area to 
stay in their establishments. They mentioned that they were initially very supportive of the additional 
$1.00/night TPA tax for EOTEC Marketing, but have not seen the benefits of this additional TPA tax. Vikash 
Narain, stated they have submitted a public records request requesting detailed accounting of EOTEC 
marketing funds but would also like to meet with City officials to discuss this in future detail. 

Mayor Primmer thanked the Hoteliers to attending stating the EOTEC Advisory Committee has a dedicated 
position for Hoteliers to be regularly involved in these discussions and directed Administration to reach out to 
this group to schedule a meeting as they would be the appropriate persons to meet with. 
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Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Hayward moved, and Councilor McCarthy seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-F, to 
include: 

A. New Liquor License Application for: Chipotle Mexican Grill located at 1875 N 1st Street  
B. Committee Vacancy Announcement  
C. Confirm Appointment to the Library Board- Position 3, 4-year term ending June 30, 2029 to Zaira 

Sanchez  
D. Replat Final Plat – Four Bros LLC & City of Hermiston 4N 28 11BA Tax Lots 101 and 102  
E. Final Plat – James Maret, 395 NE 10th St, 4N 28 11AD Tax Lot 1500  
F. Minutes of the September 22nd City Council Work Session and Regular Meetings 

Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and 
Barron voting in favor. 
 
Misdemeanor Case Distribution 
Court Administrator Jillian Viles presented detailed staff report information (PowerPoint Presentation 
attached) asking the Council to consider moving all misdemeanor cases to be sent to the Umatilla County 
District Attorney’s Office to be processed effective January 1st, 2026. This recommendation is being requested 
as there is a state-wide attorney shortage and the Hermiston Municipal Court has been unable to secure a 
contract for a public defense attorney. 
 
Umatilla County District Attorney Dan Primus spoke regarding how this attorney shortage is impacting the 
District Attorney’s Office as well as they are shorthanded by four attorneys; his offices attempts to recruit 
attorneys to his office and the area in general; the amount of financial and other incentives offered in 
recruitment attempts that are comparable to what the west side of the state and the State of Washington 
offer; the City of Pendleton is going through this exact same process that the City of Hermiston is presenting 
tonight as they too are unable to secure attorneys; and explained that their office will process all cases to the 
best of their ability, however because they have to prioritize the severity of cases, these lower-level 
misdemeanors that may be transferred to his office will be processed after more extreme offenses. 
 
After staff answered questions from the Council and thorough Council discussion regarding the low-level 
misdemeanor crimes that the Municipal Court processes, the Council agreed that these crimes greatly impact 
livability, and criminals should be held accountable as quickly as possible to help avoid repeat offenders and 
offenses.  Councilor Hayward moved and Councilor Linton seconded to table this decision and Councilor 
McCarthy amended the motion and Councilor Roberts seconded to direct city staff to return to the Council 
with alternative budgetary cut options for reallocation to the Municipal Court to meet the state 
recommendation.  Motioned carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, 
Linton, Kelso, and Barron voting in favor. 
 
Report on Communication/Community Engagement Efforts 
City Manager Smith presented information (PowerPoint Information attached) regarding various City efforts 
and tools that have been rolled out and utilized to improve communication with city residents including a new 
APP that will be shared with the community in November. 
 
The Council thanked the City for their efforts and specifically commended transparency efforts being made 
with City Chat’s, the mentioned APP, the website, and time stamps on meeting videos through YouTube.  Page 2 of 13
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Committee Reports  
Airport Advisory Committee- Councilor Roberts gave updates regarding: The Flying Club, financial report, land 
for lease, and hangar construction and hangar rentals 
Faith-Based Advisory Committee- Councilor Hayward gave updates regarding: Stepping Stones Alliance 
presentation as they received a grant from AWS for solar energy, and are at an average of 26-guests per night 
with a 40-guest capacity, and have once again filled all huts 
Hispanic Advisory Committee- Councilor Kelso stated he is extremely proud of this group and the great job 
they did putting on the Hispanic Heritage Month Event on 

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Primmer spoke regarding: 

• Attending the LOC Conference in Portland with City Manager Smith and Councilors Duron and Linton,
and the many Youth Advisors who were able to attend, as well as the great presentations and speakers
at the Conference

• How great the new Airport Signage looks during the day and night on S. HWY 395
• Cancer Awareness Month
• Community Yard Sale at the Community Center
• Homecoming and other Hermiston High School Events
• Monster Truck Event at EOTEC
• Grand Re-Opening of the Library
• Stepping Stones Alliance Fundraising Gala
• Human Bean- Coffee for a Cure
• Treats on Main

Council Presidents Report 
Councilor McCarthy spoke regarding: 

• Dispatch Center sit-in experience
• Primary Election
• It’s a Wonderful Life Hermiston High School Performance
• Service Organization Fair at the Community Center

Council Reports  
Councilor Myers spoke regarding the Library’s Grand Re-Opening Celebration and how well it was attended. 

Councilor Linton spoke regarding the LOC Conference she attended stating it has been the best conference so 
far and encouraged the public to run for Council at the Primary Election. 

Councilor Roberts encouraged the Hoteliers to apply for the open EOTEC Advisory Committee position as well 
as other vacancies on the City’s Committee’s, Boards, and Commissions. 

Councilor Duron spoke regarding attending the LOC Conference, Library’s Grand Re-Opening Celebration, and 
thanked all those who volunteer and are involved and investing in our community like Margaret Saylor. 
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Councilor Barron spoke regarding attending Captain Eynon’s Retirement Celebration, and asked the Council to 
consider having a future discussion regarding possibly naming the basketball courts near Newport Park after 
Joe Thompson who is now deceased but gave so much to the community. Councilor Hayward moved and 
Councilor Kelso seconded Councilor Barron’s request. Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, 
Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron voting in favor. 

Councilor Kelso spoke regarding attending the Stepping Stones Alliance Fundraising Gala and thanked all those 
who made the event a success, the Library’s Grand Re-Opening Celebration, and invited all to attend the 
TruCare Fundraising event on October 21st at the Community Center with Representative Greg Smith as the 
keynote speaker. 

Youth Advisory Report 
None present. 

City Manager’s Report  
City Manager Smith gave information regarding: 

• Art work was installed today in the Library and encouraged the Council and public to take a look
• The City will be honoring Ed Brookshier’s life with a bench in his name placed at City Hall

Councilor Linton moved and Councilor Myers seconded to direct City staff to return to the Council with 
different options on how to give the Harkenrider Senior Center $30,000 to use for their food program to either 
make their food program free and/or provide meals 5 days/week. Motioned carried unanimously with 
Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron voting in favor. 

Adjourn 
There was no other business and Mayor Primmer adjourned the regular City Council meeting at 9:32pm. 

SIGNED: 

Doug Primmer, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_________ 
Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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