
Hispanic Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 20, 2023 

Chair Jose Garcia called the meeting to order at 7:03pm. Committee members present were Mark Gomolski, Jessica 
De La Cruz, and Jesse Roa.  Alberto Munoz was excused. Also present was Council Representatives Maria Duron and 
City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. Councilor Barron was not present. Youth Advisors Jeannine Heredia, Sarahi 
Gutierrez, and Yaneisy Perez were also in attendance. The pledge of allegiance was given. 

Presentation- Budget Information and Town Hall Meeting 
City Manager Byron Smith presented information (PowerPoint presentation attached) regarding the City’s budget, 
the Special Town Hall Meeting to be held on Monday, November 27th at 5:30pm, public surveys that are in English 
and Spanish, and asked that members of HAC consider attending the meeting to help any person(s) who attend that 
may need translation services. Byron mentioned that the PowerPoint information presented today would be what 
would be presented at the Town Hall Meeting and Lilly would translate all the information this week to allow the 
Committee time to review the materials. 

Jessica De La Cruz and Jesse Roa volunteered to attend the meeting and translate. Members of the Committee also 
suggested: 

• The meeting be held in another location as many people are intimidated with City Hall because they view it
as “the Court”. Byron stated the City had considered hosting the meeting at another location but City Hall
has the best set up for these types of meetings so the City decided against moving it

• Asked that the City consider a vehicle tax and placing parking meters throughout the City for added revenue
options

Maria asked the public present to please consider attending this Special Town Hall meeting and participate as the 
Council and City want to hear from the community. 

Presentation- Hermiston Municipal Court 
Court Administrator Jillian Viles stated the Court is seeing many Latino individuals who are unable to read that mostly 
speak Mam and K’iche’. The Court is able to communicate with them using translators, however the true issue is that 
most are being cited for driving without a license. Municipal Court Judge Cameron Bendixsen does not want to punish 
people or make things harder on them, instead, he would prefer to help people be in compliance for a better and 
safer community for all and have them leave Court in a positive position than when they arrived. Currently, DMV 
does not provide written driving tests in other languages besides English and Spanish, the Court is hoping the 
Committee will know of resources to help these individuals pass these tests in their language. 

The Committee spoke regarding the Court contacting Euvalcree who has a Mam speaker on staff and IMESD who 
work with this population daily. Jose mentioned it may be best to contact DMV and advocate them allowing verbal 
testing for non-reading individuals. 

Jillian thanked the Committee for their suggestions and left her business card (attached) in case they thought of any 
other suggestions the Court could pursue. 

Presentation- Rural Engagement and Vitality Center 
Executive Director Grace Donovan gave information (business card attached) regarding the work Rual Engagement 
and Vitality Center does in Eastern Oregon to support community projects, as well as pushing out information to help 
find economic pathways to seek opportunities in other areas such as career connected learning and work projects. 
They would like to hear community needs and help bring in funding, partners, and other resources to help accomplish 
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these needs. They mostly work with smaller communities who do not have a city planner to help with transportation 
issues and housing but are able to work with any community needing support.  

Presentation- Energy Trust 
Outreach Manager of Eastern Oregon Caryn Appler gave information (PowerPoint presentation attached) regarding 
all programs that are available and how they can help the public with energy efficiency. Energy Trust works with 
partners such as Euvalcree to provide translation and outreach services to the Hispanic population regarding their 
programs. Energy Trust was recently able to help Martha’s House provide tankless water heaters to each of their 
units. Caryn encouraged the community to reach out to Energy Trust or Euvalcree for further information regarding 
the vast resources they offer.  

Presentation- Stepping Stones Alliance 
Navigation Center Director Carolina Delgado gave information (attached) regarding Stepping Stones Alliance Open 
House on 12/07 and the resources that will be available on site, to include: individual sleeping units, restroom and 
shower facilities, Navigation Center which will house people/programs to help with a variety of items, and more. 
Carolina stated donations, meals, and volunteers are always needed. Volunteers are needed from 5:30am to 
7:30am and 7pm to 9pm. There is an average number of 16 individuals each night at the Sleep Center. This year 
Stepping Stones Alliance is planning to have the Sleep Center open Thanksgiving and Christmas days. More 
information is available online. 

Meeting Minutes 
Mark moved and Jesse seconded to approve the minutes of the October meeting. Motion carried unanimously. (No 
meeting was held in September.) 

Closing Comments 
Public Comments 
Virgina Garcia Rome, Hermiston- Gave information regarding the MLK Walk which will be held Monday, January 15th 
at City Hall. The group will be awarding a Diversity Scholarship to a High School Senior. Those interested in applying 
for that scholarship are encouraged to reach out to Jesus Rome at jesusrome73@gmail.com . 

Guadencio Felipe, La Lay 96.1- Stated he provides Spanish information to the public in an effort to help the Spanish 
speaking members of the community through his non-profit radio station located in Stanfield and offered to push 
information out from the City as well. Guadencio stated he was contacted by a popular Guatemalan music group 
who wanted to host an event at EOTEC within a few weeks but was unable to reach anyone at EOTEC or check pricing 
and asked Guadencio for assistance to do so, which he did. Guadencio stated he wanted the Committee to know that 
EOTEC would not work with him on the requested date and prices were set to high, at $6,000 per event, it costs 
more to host an event at EOTEC than in Tri-Cities, and therefore the Guatemalan music group performed in Tri-Cities. 

Lilly stated Event Centers in Hermiston are usually booked a year or more in advance with weddings, quinceaneras, 
and other events throughout the year, so perhaps it wasn’t that EOTEC staff did not want to work with him on the 
requested date, it’s that the date was already reserved for another event, in which case there is no other option. Lilly 
stated all City Fee’s, including fees to use EOTEC, are located on the City’s website for all to see and believes that 
area comparison pricing was completed before EOTEC prices were established. 
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David Cortinas, La Voz (business card attached) - Stated he used to attend each HAC meeting when the Committee 
was first created and thanks the service HAC provides for the Community, and spoke regarding: 

• Suggested the City hire a licensed translator for community meetings as no one was able to translate for
Guadencio. David stated all other cities provide licensed translation services at public meetings

• Stated the proposed $250.00 per year Business License Fee that City Manager Smith presented is too high.
He has more than a dozen businesses and does not pay that much for any of his business licenses; in fact,
some cities allow him to use the business license that he obtained from other cities so he does not need to
obtain a business license in every city that requires them

• Stated the comments made during the Municipal Court presentation about people not being able to read is
not true as within the last 18 months his newspapers went from selling 500 newspapers to 2,500 newspapers,
proving that people can and are reading

• Stated the City should always use La Lay Radio Station to push out information to the public
• Stated EOTEC charging $6,000 per event is more expensive than the HAPO Center at $5,000 per event, so

with his help, the popular Guatemalan music group performed at the HAPO Center instead. David stated the
Committee should be ashamed of itself for allowing the City to take advantage of the Hispanic population by
overcharging its use of EOTEC

Maria thanked David for pushing out information in Spanish by bringing his newspaper back into Hermiston as well 
as sharing his comments, stating there is always room for improvement; however, members of the Committee are 
able to translate and she was about to volunteer to translate for Guadencio when he began to repeat the information 
he was sharing in English himself. Maria stated Councilor Roy Barron is the Council Representative assigned to the 
EOTEC Committee, who is also Hispanic.   

Lilly displayed the Master Fee Schedule (found at: 
https://www.hermiston.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/16704/rental_price_
sheetprofit_-_02-05-23.pdf ) focusing on the EOTEC pricing showing Great Room events are priced at $4,000 not the 
$6,000 Guadencio and David mentioned. Lilly stated for years EOTEC General Manager Al Davis has came to many 
HAC meetings to ask for input to plan Hispanic community events like Cinco de Mayo, has asked Committee members 
and the Hispanic Community as a whole to be more involved in EOTEC by volunteering to be on the EOTEC Advisory 
Committee, attend meetings to give input like the community does at HAC meetings, and help organize community 
events as the Hispanic population uses EOTEC the most, yet still, no one from the Hispanic community has 
participated in these discussions.  

Committee Comments 
The Committee thanked all those who presented and participated in the meeting. 

Youth Representatives 
Youth Representatives gave information regarding the canned food drive and December 9th Posada event hosted by 
Juntos. 

City Representatives  
Maria and Lilly spoke on the following: 

• Encouraged the community to attend and participate in the continued City Budget discussion at the Special
Town Hall Meeting

• Tree Lighting and Parade event on 11/30 at 5:30pm
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• 1st Annual Año Viego Celebration at EOTEC on 12/31. The Committee and interested community members
are encouraged to contact Al Davis at EOTEC to get involved

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, January 16 at 7:00pm at City Hall Council Chambers as Monday is the MLK Holiday. The Committee will not 
meet in December due to the Holidays. 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:10pm. 
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