
CITY COUNCIL 
Work Session Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2026 

Mayor Primmer called the joint City Council and Planning Commission work session meeting to order at 
6:00pm. Present were Councilors Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron (arrived at 6:13pm), Linton, Barron, 
and Kelso. Councilor Hayward was excused. Planning Commissioners Janizee Serrano, Brian Misner, Ben 
Doherty, Dean Fialka, and Derek Caplinger. City Staff in attendance included: City Manager Byron Smith, 
Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Richard Tovey, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, 
Police Chief Jason Edmiston, Planning Director Clint Spencer, Assistant Planner Heather La Beau, and City 
Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong.  

Mayor Primmer announced Audio/Visual issues with YouTube and stated City Recorder Alarcon-Strong 
will be working to correct these issues during the meeting. 

Hermiston Transportation System Plan Update and Recommendations 
Planning Director Clint Spencer introduced Nick Foster from Kittelson & Associates, Marcy McInelly from 
Urbsworks, and Cherly Jarvis-Smith from ODOT and presented information (PowerPoint Presentation 
attached) regarding: 

• Transportation System Plan Project Overview- project process timeline, different transportation
options, roadway owners inside of city limits and urban growth boundary to include Umatilla
County and ODOT, needs, goals, prioritizing projects using guiding principles, and potential funding
sources

• Community Engagement Efforts- to include outreach made via in-person events, virtual open
houses, surveys, and Advisory Committee meetings

• Projects, Programs, and Plans- prioritizing safe routes to schools, bringing streets up to modern
standards, and improve connectivity throughout the City; highlighting potential new roadway
extensions, existing roadways, and intersection projects; reviewing pedestrian and bicycle system;
and improving bus stops throughout the city with continued support from partnership with Kayak

• Code Amendments- auditing the city’s code, recommending amendments; reviewing areas of
focus to include issues with current standards, connectivity, residential and high traffic streets

• Next Steps- Although projected final TSP was scheduled for Spring of 2026 this has been pushed
to Summer of 2026

Adjournment 
After additional discussion and answering questions from the Council and Planning Commission, Mayor 
Primmer ended the work session at 6:53pm and stated the City Council would convene for their regular 
council meeting at 7:00pm. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2026 

Mayor Primmer called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Roberts, Myers, 
McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron. Councilor Hayward was excused. City Staff in attendance 
included: City Manager Byron Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Richard Tovey, 
Police Chief Jason Edmiston, Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, Planning Director Clint Spencer, Parks and 
Recreation Director Brandon Artz, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, and City Recorder Lilly Alarcon-Strong. 
The pledge of allegiance was given.  

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Duron seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-D, to 
include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
B. Appointment Confirmation to Paul Wolverton for Budget Committee Position #1 ending December

31, 2028
C. Appointment Confirmation to Jacobo Gutierrez for Hispanic Advisory Committee Position #5

ending June 30, 2028
D. Minutes of the February 23 City Council Work Session and Regular Meeting

Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron 
voting in favor. 

Mayor Primmer encouraged the public to apply for open committee positions. 

Resolution No. 2411- Establishing Hermiston Enterprise Zone 
Assistant City Manager Morgan reviewed information from the agenda packet and presented information 
(PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding the formation of the Hermiston Enterprise Zone. 

City Attorney Tovey stated the amended resolution, adding hotel language, was not updated in the agenda 
packet and read that section aloud.  

Public Comment 
UCFD#1 Fire Chief Scott Stanton; Debbie Pedro, 925 E Pine Ave; Dan Hinton, 858 E Newport Ave; Dave 
Hansen, 1737 W Alleluia; and Luanne Wolfe, 299 E Punkin Center Rd-  spoke regarding UCFD#1 statistics, 
their support of economic development, however, the UCFD#1 must be able to grow with the community 
and asked that UCFD#1 be invited during negotiations so they are able to obtain funding as UCFD#1 has 
not received financial support for enterprise zone agreements, and the importance of making sure people 
and assets are safe in the community. 

Councilor Barron stated Public Safety Impact Fee’s were established in all enterprise zone agreements 
with the exception of the first agreement due to oversight; therefore UCFD#1 has and does receive 
funding from these agreements. Councilor Barron thanked City staff for working fairly and aggressively on 
these agreements. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2026 

Councilor Linton asked Chief Staton what the increase for services have been for the City of Hermiston. 

Fire Chief Stanton stated the calls for service ratio has remained the same. 

After additional discussion and answering questions from the Council, Councilor McCarthy moved and 
Councilor Myers seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2411 as amended and lay upon the record. Motion 
carried unanimously with Councilors Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron in favor. 

Resolution No. 2412- Approving Contract Award for Purchase and Installation of Backup Power 
Generators for the Reginal Water System- Assistant City Manager Morgan reviewed information from 
the agenda packet regarding Resolution No. 2412. 

Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Myers seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2412 and lay upon the 
record. Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and 
Barron in favor. 

Amended Harkenrider Center Facilities Agreement with Senior Board 
Parks and Recreation Director Brandon Artz reviewed information from the agenda packet and presented 
information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding the proposed amended agreement with the 
Senior Center Board for use of the Harkenrider Senior Center Facility. 

After addressing questions from the Council, Councilor Duron moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded 
to adopt the agreement as written. Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Robers, Myers, McCarthy, 
Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron in favor. 

Mayor Primmer stated he was a part of the negotiations of this contract and is proud of the work staff did 
to complete this process. 

Adoption of 2026 Council Goal Setting Report 
City Manager Smith reviewed information from the agenda packet and stated several of these established 
goals have been completed within the last week to include: TSP, Housing with HUB, Senior Center 
Contract, and Charter Review. 

Councilor Roberts and Duron spoke regarding how great the Goal Setting Session was and completed 
report. 

Councilor Kelso agreed stating the Goal Setting Session is also a great way for Councilors to get to know 
each other and their perspectives better and thanked staff for this process.  

Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Roberts seconded to adopt the 2026 Council Goal Setting Report. 
Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron 
voting in favor. 
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CITY COUNCIL  

Regular Meeting Minutes 
March 9, 2026 

Committee Reports  
Library Board- Councilor Roberts spoke regarding new staff members hired, strategic planning is 
underway, and the Little Wiggles Baby Rave event that brought in more than 80 baby participants. Usually, 
when the Library has events that bring in about 30 people, it is considered a good event, so something 
that brings in more than that was great. 
Airport Advisory Committee- Councilor Roberts fuel sales have increased as Life Flight calls for services 
have also increased, all hangars have been filled with a waiting list for those who would like to house their 
planes onsite, as well as discussions regarding how to deal with derelict planes- making sure that the 
Airport does not become a dumping ground. 
Councilor Linton stated the Airport needs an aviation mechanic. Those interested are encouraged to get 
in touch with Airport personnel.  
Charter Review Committee- Mayor Primmer stated this Committee met to present and discuss proposed 
charter amendments which will be presented to the Council soon. 
Finance Committee- Mayor Primmer stated this was a good meeting which provides greater transparency 
as the Committee reviews ways to make changes to financial reporting.  
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Primmer spoke regarding: 

• Distinguished Service Awards  
• National League of Cities Conference in Washington DC 
• HUB Groundbreaking  
• Hermiston Boosters Annual Steak Feed and Auction 
• Daddy Daughter Dance 

 
Council Presidents Report 
Councilor McCarthy spoke regarding: 

• Attending the Campus Life Fundraiser and commenting on what a great event it was, Councilors 
Hayward and Kelso were also in attendance. 

• Tomorrow is the last day to turn in Council Candidacy SEL 101 
  

Council Reports  
Councilor Barron stated he wanted to make a correction to his earlier statement during the Enterprise 
Zone discussion, stating UCFD#1 receives the entirety of the Public Safety Impact Fee funds, and wanted 
to make this clear. Councilor Barron asked that we all keep service members in our thoughts and prayers 
during these uncertain times. 
 
Councilor Linton asked that the Council consider an increase to their stipend.  
 
Councilor Roberts asked if this could be incorporated into the budget. 
 
City Manager Smith stated the increase, if approved, would be incorporated in the budget, however, the 
approved increase could not be effective until after the next election.  
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CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2026 

Councilor Linton moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to direct staff to return to the Council with 
options to increase the City Council stipend. Motion carried 5-2 with Councilors Roberts, McCarthy, Duron, 
Linton, and Barron in favor; and Councilors Myers and Kelso in opposition.  

Councilor Kelso stated he and his wife are always impressed by how the community supports kids 
fundraising efforts. Attended the HUB groundbreaking, thanking the local Oregon developer for coming 
to Hermiston and staff for making this happen, stating this is a great opportunity for people that are not 
ready to purchase a home to be able to still find housing and help the community and economy grow in 
Hermiston. 

Councilor Duron thanked staff for always providing such great reports that are presented at every 
meeting. 

Councilor Roberts stated Hermiston High School FFA Student Evelyn Hayes spoke at the Umatilla County 
Board of Commissioners meeting to practice speaking for their state competition and thought it would be 
a good idea to support our youth by also allowing them to speak at City Council meetings in the future. 

Mayor Primmer stated he is supportive of this idea. 

Youth Advisory Report 
None present. 

Manager’s Report 
City Manager Smith stated Council has spoken on all topics. 

Adjourn 
There was no other business and Mayor Primmer adjourned the regular City Council meeting at 8:51pm. 

SIGNED: 

Doug Primmer, Mayor 
ATTEST: 

_________ 
Lilly Alarcon-Strong, CMC, City Recorder 
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