
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 02/08/2023 

Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan called the meeting to order at 5:01pm. Councilors Peterson 
and McCarthy were in attendance, as well as Kevin Miracle, District Manager of Waste 
Connections dba Sanitary Disposal, Finance Director Mark Krawczyk, and City Recorder Lilly 
Alarcon-Strong. 

Review Sanitary Disposal Rates 
Mark M. and Kevin reviewed the rate adjustment requested by Sanitary Disposal (attached). 
Kevin stated the increase adjustment would cover costs of inflation for wages, new equipment, 
fuel, 4.4% increases at Finley Dump Station, and other items. The about 13% increase would come 
out to about $1.50 to $2.33 per customer per month and is needed to accommodate the needs 
of each community. 

Kevin explained that when Waste Connections took over Sanitary Disposal a little over one-year 
ago, they invested a lot of money -more than they had planned- to update, give maintenance to, 
and replace machinery, as well as to keep knowledgeable staff in place. As an example, the 
lifespan of garbage trucks is about 10 years, however trucks were still being used that were 27 
years old. These trucks were in unreliable and unsafe operating conditions. There were many 
times trucks would break down and drivers would need to be sent home as there were no backup 
trucks available and replacement parts were and continue to be difficult to obtain. Currently, 
each truck is about $2.8 million, and although it’s important to keep services at a low cost, safety 
and new technology are important too, therefore cameras have been added to all trucks for 
driver and property safety. 

Mark K. spoke about the overall increase to do business due to covid and the extra work City Hall 
staff has been doing compared to a year ago.  

Mark M. stated City Hall does all of the billing for Sanitary Disposal customers that live inside of 
city limits. Part of this agreement is that the city receives 11% of their gross revenues on top of 
the 2% franchise fee agreement, and costs associated with the Free Community Clean Up Event 
each year. 

Committee Discussion and Recommendation to City Council 
After reviewing and discussing the proposed adjustment, Mark M. stated the requested increase 
of about 13% is still lower than the US Consumer Price Index Increase. The last increase was 
February 2020. Sanitary Disposal rate adjustments usually run every 3 to 4 years, however this 
Committee will meet more frequently as recycling requirements begin to roll out as there will 
most likely be additional costs associated with implementing these requirements which will 
impact overall business costs.   

Kevin stated costs adjustments for recycling are unknown at this point as what is 
expected/required is still unknown as well. However, current rates and the requested rate 
increase, are still lower than others in the area. Waste Connections evaluates their costs annually 
to make sure increases aren’t exponential. Waste Connections cares about their staff and the 
community and donates to charities and organizations throughout the year, making sure local 
money stays in the community. 
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Councilors Peterson and McCarthy supported the need to present this information with the 
requested increase to the Council with a recommendation to support an adjustment to become 
effective April 1st, 2023 instead of March 1st, 2023 as customers will already be seeing a usage 
increase in their water and sewer bills in March.  
 
Mark M. stated the proposed increase and effective date will be presented to Council at the 
February 27 meeting. 
 
Adjourn 
There were no other items of discussion and the meeting was adjourned at 5:40pm. 
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