
 
        January 8, 2024 

Public Infrastructure Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Drotzmann called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. Councilors Hardin and Petersen were present. 
Councilor Baron arrived at 6:35pm. City staff in attendance included: City Manager Smith, Assistant City 
Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Wastewater Superintendent Bill Schmittle, Street 
Superintendent Ron Sivey,  Water Superintendent Roy Bicknell, and Planning Assistant Heather La Beau.  Also 
present was Anderson Perry engineer Joshua Lott. 
 
Assistant City Manager Morgan updated attendees on the following: 
 
Water/Sewer Annual Rate Adjustment-  
Water and sewer rates are adjusted each year using the engineering’s news record construction cost index 
to provide more stable rates and keep pace with inflation.  In 2022, the council decided to use a 3-year 
average.  The median customer will see an average monthly increase a little under $3 if using the 2.58% rate 
increase and a $5.77 average monthly increase if using the inflation rate of 5.16%. This rate adjustment 
increase is in addition to the proposed law enforcement staffing fee. The total of both increases averages an 
additional $8/month for the median customer.  Mr. Morgan displayed a spreadsheet (attached) to 
demonstrate the amount of yearly lost revenue with each rate increase scenario. 
 
Newport Area Drainage- 
The Hermiston Irrigation District (HID) stopped assuming ownership and maintenance of the ditch they had 
historically maintained. The ditch is a necessary and vital piece of the city’s stormwater system.  Multiple 
easements exist for the ditch, but not on all the properties. (maps attached)  Several property owners along 
the open section of the ditch at SE 9th St & E Newport Ave would like to further develop their property. 
Anderson Perry has proposed three options.  

• Leave ditch as it currently exists 
• Pipe the ditch where it is 
• Pipe the ditch & move it fully within right-of-way 

 
The city’s priority is to obtain any needed easements. A neighborhood meeting is proposed to receive input 
from impacted neighbors.   
 
Feedville Road Water Projects- 
The contracts were awarded last month and are on schedule. Mr. Morgan reviewed the location of future lift 
stations and the route of discharged water.  
 
Aquifer Storage & Recovery Project- 
GSI is under contract to perform a preliminary analysis of the well at SE 9th St to infiltrate water into the well 
and pull out when needed.  
 
Regional Water System Backup Power Generation-  
There are two main failure points with the regional water system distribution system.  Each point is on 
different electrical feeds. Water supply was interrupted several years ago due to a disruption in power supply.  
As a user, Amazon has a much higher desire to never be without cooling water.  The cost to provide backup 
power at the intake pump station and nonpotable 2 is approximately 5 million dollars.  Anderson Perry 
calculated the allocated across all the users. It can be designed in a way that users choosing not to participate 
could lose water supply when the power goes out. These options have been presented to the existing users. 
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Their decisions are due next week.  The city’s portion is $665,000 to guarantee 2,000 gallons per minute 
water supply. An alternative is to build a water storage tank, costing approximately $3,000,000.  
 
Industrial Pretreatment Program-  
Notices were sent to every commercial customer in town and did not receive a good response rate. The city 
will need to move forward developing the program even with the low responses.  The result will most likely 
be customers added to the program that are not actual industrial users.  
 
Water Backflow Prevention Program- 
Updates for this program will be given at a future meeting. 
 
N 1st Right of Way- 
The east side pathway originally proposed as part of the improvements was pulled after a discrepancy on 
surveys. The built path is entirely within right-of-way. There is additional space along N 1st Place north of W 
Jennie Ave to fit a full width sidewalk flush with the back of curb. The next step is to communicate with the 
railroad to discuss acquiring the space to accommodate a sidewalk at a minimum.   
 
Geer/Harper Road Design- 
Anderson Perry continues to work with Union Pacific for design approval. 
 
Gladys Ave Water Main Project- 
This project is going to bid this month and construction should be within this calendar year. 
 
Adjourn 
Mayor Drotzmann adjourned the meeting at 6:55pm. 
 



January February March April May June July August September October November December
3,600          4,100          3,800          5,700          12,500        27,100          30,600          32,400          29,100          13,000        5,400          4,100          

Water Base 34.87$  34.87$        34.87$        34.87$        34.87$        34.87$        34.87$          34.87$          34.87$          34.87$          34.87$        34.87$        34.87$        
Water Tier 1 0.58$    2.10$          2.40$          2.22$          3.33$          7.31$          8.77$            8.77$            8.77$            8.77$            7.60$          3.16$          2.40$          
Water Tier 2 4.05$    49.03$          63.21$          70.50$          57.13$          

36.97$        37.26$        37.09$        38.20$        42.18$        92.67$          106.85$        114.14$        100.77$        42.47$        38.02$        37.26$        

Water Base Rate 33.99$  33.99$        33.99$        33.99$        33.99$        33.99$        33.99$          33.99$          33.99$          33.99$          33.99$        33.99$        33.99$        
Water Tier 1 Usage 0.57$    2.05$          2.34$          2.17$          3.25$          7.13$          8.55$            8.55$            8.55$            8.55$            7.41$          3.08$          2.34$          
Water Tier 2 Usage 3.95$    47.80$          61.62$          68.73$          55.70$          

36.04$        36.33$        36.16$        37.24$        41.12$        90.34$          104.16$        111.27$        98.24$          41.40$        37.07$        36.33$        

January February March April May June July August September October November December Winter Avg.
Winter Avg. Use 3933 3,933          3,933          3,933          3,933          3,933          3,933             3,933             3,933             3,933             3,933          3,933          3,933          3,933             
Sewer Base Rate 40.67$  40.67$        40.67$        40.67$        40.67$        40.67$        40.67$          40.67$          40.67$          40.67$          40.67$        40.67$        40.67$        
Sewer Usage 3.49$    13.72$        13.72$        13.72$        13.72$        13.72$        13.72$          13.72$          13.72$          13.72$          13.72$        13.72$        13.72$        
"New" Sewer Totals 54.39$        54.39$        54.39$        54.39$        54.39$        54.39$          54.39$          54.39$          54.39$          54.39$        54.39$        54.39$        

January February March April May June July August September October November December Winter Avg.
Winter Avg. Use 3,933          3,933          3,933          3,933          3,933          3,933             3,933             3,933             3,933             3,933          3,933          3,933          3,933             
Sewer Base Rate 39.65$  39.65$        39.65$        39.65$        39.65$        39.65$        39.65$          39.65$          39.65$          39.65$          39.65$        39.65$        39.65$        
Sewer Usage 3.40$    13.37$        13.37$        13.37$        13.37$        13.37$        13.37$          13.37$          13.37$          13.37$          13.37$        13.37$        13.37$        
2022 Sewer Totals 53.02$        53.02$        53.02$        53.02$        53.02$        53.02$          53.02$          53.02$          53.02$          53.02$        53.02$        53.02$        

Budget Bill
January February March April May June July August September October November December AVG

91.36$        91.66$        91.48$        92.59$        96.57$        147.06$        161.24$        168.53$        155.16$        96.86$        92.42$        91.66$        114.71$         
89.07$        89.35$        89.18$        90.26$        94.14$        143.36$        157.18$        164.29$        151.26$        94.42$        90.09$        89.35$        111.83$         

2.30$          2.31$          2.30$          2.33$          2.43$          3.70$            4.06$            4.24$            3.90$            2.44$          2.32$          2.31$          2.89$             
Total Combined Increase % 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58% 2.58%

SEWER:  POSSIBLE MARCH, 2024- 2.58% CPI

SEWER:  2023 Baseline.  Effective March '23 Thru February '24

Combined Water & Sewer

New Combined Bill
Old Combined Bill

Total Combined Increase $

2023 Water Totals

Median Residential Customer Example

Water Usage (Gal.)

WATER:  POSSIBLE MARCH, 2024- 2.58% CPI

"New" Water Totals

WATER:  2023 Baseline.  Effective March '22 Thru February '24
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