
 
CITY COUNCIL  

Regular Meeting Minutes 
January 26, 2026 

Mayor Primmer called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Hayward, Roberts, 
Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron. City Staff in attendance included: City Manager Byron 
Smith, Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Police Chief Jason Edmiston, Finance 
Director Ignacio Palacios, Planning Director Clint Spencer, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, and Deputy City 
Recorder Heather La Beau. Also present was Student Advisor Jacquelyn Quevedo. The pledge of allegiance was 
given.  
 
Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
Jonathan Tallman 450 Laurel Lane Boardman- Mr. Tallman thanked Councilor Barron for his Facebook post 
about the council agenda items. Mr. Tallman spoke of his concerns regarding data center developments, 
providing multiple handouts with references to links (attached).  
 
The attached emailed comment from Donnie Hill was provided to each councilor.  
 
Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Linton moved, and Councilor Hayward seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A-B, to include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements  
B. Minutes of the January 12th Regular Meeting of the City Council  

Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and 
Barron voting in favor. 
 
Public Hearing- Comprehensive Plan Map & Zoning Map Amendment & Annexation 4N2813 TL 1300 
(Ordinance Nos. 2378 & 2379) 
Councilor Hayward stated a potential conflict of interest as an Amazon employee.  Hearing no other 
declarations of conflicts of interest or ex-parte contact, Planning Director Spencer read the hearing guidelines 
and Mayor Primmer opened the hearing at 7:14pm.  
 
Planning Director Spencer gave information (PowerPoint presentation attached) regarding the proposed map 
amendments and annexation of the property.  The change from Future Commercial/Industrial to Commercial 
and from F-1 General Farm Use to Outlying Commercial with a Fairgrounds Overlay allows the land to be 
developed as an RV park.  The property is proposed for annexation to allow connection to city utilities.  
 
Public Testimony 
Vikash Narain 2255 S Hwy 395- Mr. Narain represents the hotels and motels of Hermiston and Umatilla and 
spoke of the impacts of an RV park on hotel occupancy rates, lodging tax revenue, jobs, and the ripple effect 
on the local economy.  Mr. Narain desires to grow together, not compete with the city. 
 
Karyn Jones 1010 W Highland Ave- Ms. Jones is here in support of the hotels and other businesspeople in 
opposition and hopes the council considers the impacts on them and the economy.   
 
Mayor Primmer closed the hearing at 7:24pm.  
 
Planning Director presented the Findings of Facts for the map amendments and annexation as included in the 
agenda packet and answered a Council question regarding the acreage of the proposed RV park. 
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Councilor Hayward moved and Councilor Roberts seconded to adopt the Findings of Facts as presented.  
Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and 
Barron voting in favor. Councilor Hayward moved and Councilor Myers seconded to impose the conditions of 
approval. Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, 
Kelso, and Barron voting in favor. 
 
Ordinance No. 2378 - Comprehensive Plan Map & Zoning Map Amendments- Farm City Pro Rodeo 
4N2813 Tax Lots 1300- 1835 E Airport Rd- City Manager Smith stated the proposed ordinance was 
presented during the public hearing. 
 
Councilors expressed appreciation for the public comments, stated the importance of supporting hotels, and 
thanked the Farm City Pro Rodeo. City Attorney Tovey read the ordinance by title only. Councilor Hayward 
moved and Councilor Myers Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2378 at a single meeting and become effective 30 
days after co-adoption by the Umatilla County Board of Commissioners.  Motion carried unanimously with 
Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron voting in favor. 
 
Ordinance No. 2379 – Annexation- Farm City Pro Rodeo 4N2813 Tax Lots 1300- 1835 E Airport Rd- City 
Manager Smith stated the proposed ordinance was presented during the public hearing. 
 
At the request of Mayor Primmer, City Attorney Tovey read the ordinance by title only. Councilor McCarthy 
moved and Councilor Hayward seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2379 at a single meeting and become 
effective 30 days after adoption by the Umatilla County Board of Commissioners.  Motion carried unanimously 
with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron voting in favor. 
 
Resolution No. 24021- Master Fee Schedule & Utility Rate Adjustments  
Assistant City Manager Morgan reviewed information from the agenda packet and presented additional 
information (PowerPoint Presentation attached) regarding Resolution No. 2401 and addressed the typo on 
page 5 of the PowerPoint Presentation stating the page should read $2.72 not $2.27. 
 
After addressing Council questions and additional discussion, Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor 
Hayward seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2401 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously with 
Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron in favor. 
 
Resolution No. 2402- Authorizing Installation of Stop Signs 
Assistant City Manager Morgan reviewed information from the agenda packet regarding Resolution No. 2402. 
The resolution includes the addition of a stop sign at the intersection of SE Columbia Drive and SE 10th St, as 
requested at a previous meeting. (Exhibits attached) One of the location requests came via the My Hermiston 
App. 
 
Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Hayward seconded adopt Resolution 2402 and lay upon the record. 
Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and 
Barron in favor. 
 
Resolution No. 2403- Adopts revised Public Works Standards, Technical Specifications, and Standard 
Drawings Manual 
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Assistant City Manager Morgan reviewed information from the agenda packet regarding Resolution No. 2403.  
 
After some discussion regarding removing the tracer wire, Councilor Linton moved and Councilor McCarthy 
seconded to adopt Resolution 2403 and lay upon the record. Motion carried unanimously with Councilors 
Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron in favor. Councilor Linton thanked staff 
for answering her questions regarding the changes.   
 
Resolution No. 2404- Renewal of IGA for IT Services with the Oregon Trail Library District (OTLD) 
City Manager Smith stated this renewal extends the contract for an additional three years and adds a 3% 
inflationary increase each year.  Councilor Kelso shared his appreciation with staff for the vision and willingness 
to create an IT department and establish IGAs. Councilor Duron moved and Councilor Hayward seconded to 
adopt Resolution 2404 and lay upon the record.  Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, 
Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron in favor. 
 
Resolution No. 2405- North EOTEC RV Park Contract Award 
Councilor Hayward stated there is a potential conflict of interest due to his employment with Amazon. City 
Manager Smith reviewed information regarding awarding the contract for the North EOTEC RV Park, located 
on the existing fairgrounds (site plan attached).  Due to operational challenges, the location of the event 
camping spaces and longer-term spaces were split.  This award is for the event camping spaces located as 
originally allocated on the EOTEC Master Plan. This project is time sensitive, as they hope to have the spaces 
operational by the 2026 fair.  
 
Councilors discussed contractor selection requirements, utility connections, landscaping, parking, the 
engineer’s estimate and project costs, experience with Big D’s Construction, and Ott Road traffic. Councilor 
Hayward moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to adopt Resolution 2405 and lay upon the record.  Motion 
passed 7-1, with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Kelso, and Barron in favor and 
Councilor Linton opposed.  
 
Potential Code Amendments Regulating Temporary Food Vendors 
Planning Director Spencer reviewed information regarding potential amendments, stating these amendments 
are not in the mobile food vendor code, but in the nuisance code to provide both code enforcement and police 
officers resources to address the many complaints received about the vendors setting up in temporary places 
creating potential health hazards. The resources vary from education to issuing citations and fines.  
 
Clarification was provided for “prepared food”, dollar amounts of fines for Class A violations (presumptive 
$440 and maximum $2000), the importance of food safety, public health, applying rules equitably to all 
community members.  
 
Councilors discussed education and collaboration before levying fines, citing a perceived language barrier. A 
public work session on the topic was suggested to educate the vendors, with translation services available.  
Staff responded that all efforts will be made to educate but these changes provide an option for enforcement 
when vendors have been educated and choose not to comply.  
 
Public Comment 
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Karyn Jones 1010 W Highland Ave- Ms. Jones questioned if small baking businesses regulated through the 
Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) are affected by these amendments.  Staff replied that the city does 
not regulate internal kitchens.  Ms. Jones stated she appreciates Councilor Barron’s comments and shares 
many of the same concerns. 
 
Yesenia Rangel 1655 SW Riverhill Dr- Ms. Rangel makes fresh salsa and met with ODA several months ago.  Her 
sales are in Washington as they have commissary kitchens in Benton County.  ODA suggested she have her 
home kitchen be approved. She states she is trying to learn how to grow in her own area.  Ms. Rangel said she 
doesn’t feel it’s fair to have Hermiston residents impacted by out-of-state pop-up vendors. A family member 
operates a local food truck in compliance for over 30 years without speaking fluent English. She asks how the 
city/county and state can support small entrepreneurial businesses in the community and questions why it’s 
getting harder and more expensive. 
 
Staff will work on the suggestions for outreach and education and will move forward with presenting the 
language for amendment at a future meeting. 
 
December 2025 Monthly Financial Report 
Councilor McCarthy moved and Councilor Myers seconded to accept the December Monthly Financial Report 
as presented (PowerPoint presentation attached), by Finance Director Ignacio Palacios, City Manager Smith, 
and Assistant City Manager Mark Morgan. Motion carried unanimously with Councilors Hayward, Roberts, 
Myers, McCarthy, Duron, Linton, Kelso, and Barron voting in favor. 
 
Committee Reports  
None given. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Primmer stated it has been a busy few weeks and spoke regarding: 

• MLK walk well attended 
• LOC regional meeting with new President held in Hermiston 
• January City Chat saw increase in attendance 
• Council and Staff Goal Setting Sessions  
• Annual Fair Appreciation Dinner 
• Welcomed anyone with questions to email him at his city email address, he does respond and 

appreciates having conversations  
• Seahawks playing in Super Bowl LX 

 
Council Presidents Report 
Councilor McCarthy spoke regarding: 

• Apologized for not being able to attend the second goal setting session 
• Feb 7th swim lesson registration opens at 10am 
• Hermiston Education Foundation banquet Feb 7th at 5pm 
• Chamber of Commerce Speed Networking luncheon on Feb 18th at the Community Center 

 
Council Reports  































From: donnie hill Hill
To: City of Hermiston Meetings
Subject: Council meeting January 26-2026
Date: Monday, January 26, 2026 5:49:17 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]  - STOP and VERIFY - This message came
from outside of the City of Hermiston 

My name is Donnie hill I live in Hermiston Oregon and am curious. 

With recent hiring of a new code enforcement officer why is it that I placed a complaint about
my neighbor having a junk yard for a front yard and nothing has been done about it? It seems
to me that the city itself is deciding what to approach and not to approach and with such it’s
bias because we are not a big city and yet our homeless issue is a problem, drugs are an issue
and crime. Yet the city seems to want to increase taxes to improve streets and yet we have
some very high paid staff. So when is it that the city is going to actually enforce codes and
start taking the city seriously? 

mailto:dondons1984@gmail.com
mailto:meetings@hermiston.gov
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EOTEC Comp Plan Amendment and 
Annexation

• Amend comp plan from Future 
Commercial/Industrial to Commercial

• Amend zoning map from F-1 General 
Farm Use to Outlying Commercial 
and Fairgrounds Overlay

• Annex to city as FO land
• 19.5 acres total area
• Future use as RV Park and athletic 

fields



EOTEC Comp Plan Amendment and 
Annexation



EOTEC Comp Plan Amendment and 
Annexation

• At such time that development occurs on this parcel, E Airport 
Road adjacent to the parcel frontage shall be improved to major 
collector status with improvements matching those installed in E 
Airport Road adjacent to the west boundary of the site.

• A trip-cap of 645 average daily trips and 107 PM peak hour trips 
shall be imposed on the property following annexation.  
Compliance with the trip cap will require the following actions:

• Each application for development authorization within 
amended area submitted to the city shall be accompanied 
by a trip generation letter indicating the average daily and 
peak hour trips generated for the proposal.

• Each trip generation letter shall indicate available peak 
hour trips remaining at completion of construction for the 
proposal.

• At such time that the peak hour trips exceed 107 PM trips, 
the city shall no longer issue building permits until a 
revised traffic impact analysis is prepared.  The 
requirement to prepare a new traffic impact analysis shall 
run with the land.

• Development of an RV park on the property shall be considered 
a separate land use decision.  Consideration of an RV park 
approval is a limited land use decision subject to approval under 
the Hermiston Code of Ordinances.

Recommended Conditions of Approval
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Monthly
Financial Report

January 26, 2025



Hermiston Urban Renewal Agency (HURA)
• Hermiston URA split in four funds for fiscal year –
General, Downtown, North and South.

• North Hermiston Urban Renewal Area – ROW 
appraisals complete with anticipated bidding this 
winter.  



General Fund
• Sixth month (or 50.0%) of 2025-26 fiscal year 
• Monthly Revenues ended over projection by ~$1.7 
million

• Primarily due to receipt of property taxes
• Received 98% of budgeted property taxes

• Approximates past three fiscal years at 98%, 94% 
and 97% (96% average), respectively



General Fund
• Monthly Expenses were over projection by ~$877k

• Primarily due transfer of building funds to building 
inspection fund (~$2.7 million)

• City Council, and Non-Departmental are over budget 
due to annual LOC membership, and transfer to 
building inspection fund, respectively.

• Pool and Public Safety Center are over budget due to 
seasonal activities and single time purchases for PD 
building, respectively .



Special Revenue Funds
• Observations:

• EOTEC
• revenues reflect partial reimbursement from campground 

project



Utility and Street Funds
• Observations

• Street Fund is ~$77k below projected revenues due to timing of federal 
gas tax turnovers

• HES Fund expenditures ~$75k over projections due to annual debt 
service

• Regional Water Fund ~$54k under revenue projections



Capital Projects
• A number of projects in design:

• Geer/Harper Realignment- in full design
• N. 1st Place (additional ROW with UPRR has begun)
• RWS Backup Generators – currently in design
• Orchard Water Line replacement – preliminary design underway
• Well #6 Chlorination Structure – design nearing completion
• Dogwood Street – currently in design
• SE 10th Street Bridge – design to begin
• E. Evelyn Avenue gravity sewer line – currently in design
• Aquifer Storage/Recovery – shifting to construction of well, pump and structures 

• TBD (budgeted and part of CIP):
• Well #4 Controls – delays may require rescheduling project
• Lift Station #5
• Lift Station #7



Capital Projects
•Hangar Replacement – Building complete. 
•Sherman Park – Bid package complete
•Public Safety Center – Flooring and cabinetry 
installation, estimated move in Mar/Apr 2026



Discussion

Questions?
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