
CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 24, 2023 

Mayor Drotzmann called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm. Present were Councilors Primmer, Myers, 
Barron, McCarthy, Linton, Hardin, and Peterson. Councilor Duron was excused. In attendance was Municipal 
Court Judge Cameron Bendixsen (exited at 7:32pm) and City Staff to include: Assistant City Manager Mark 
Morgan, City Attorney Rich Tovey, Finance Director Mark Krawczyk, Chief Edmiston, Planning Director Clint 
Spencer, Court Administrator Jillian Viles, Assistant City Recorder Heather La Beau, and City Recorder Lilly 
Alarcon-Strong.  The pledge of allegiance was given.   

Presentation- Amazon Web Services (AWS) 
AWS External Affairs Manager Kalie Davis presented the Council with information (PowerPoint and handouts 
attached) regarding AWS’s new economic analysis report specifically related to AWS employees in Eastern 
Oregon and how AWS has changed their lives through their education and career programs as shown in the 
video played during the meeting https://www.aboutamazon.com/news/aws/aws-helped-me-learn-how-to-
build-a-computer-from-scratch-heres-how-you-can-do-the-same , as well as information regarding data 
centers and cloud computing. Ms. Davis also thanked the Council, staff, and community for being so welcoming 
of AWS in the community. 

Citizen Input on Non-Agenda Items 
None given. 

Consent Agenda Items 
Councilor Primmer asked to remove Consent Agenda Item C; Councilor Primmer moved and Councilor 
McCarthy seconded to approve Consent Agenda items A, B, & D, to include: 

A. Committee Vacancy Announcements
B. Major Partition- 4N2823 Tax Lot 200 Amazon Data Services 908 E Penney Ave
D. Minutes of the July 10th City Council Regular Meeting

Motion carried unanimously. 

Items Removed from Consent Agenda 
C. Initiate annexation proceedings 4N2815CB TL 1907- 910 W Angus Ave

Councilor Primmer stated he removed this item as he would like further information regarding this annexation. 

City Planner Spencer stated the annexation is being considered as an emergency to connect to sewer. Approval 
of this item would allow staff to start the annexation process. 

Councilor Hardin moved and Councilor Primmer seconded to approve consent agenda item C. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

(Municipal Judge Bendixsen exited the meeting at 7:32pm) 
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Ordinance No. 2347- Creating the North Hermiston Urban Renewal Area (NURA) 
Planning Director Clint Spencer and Elaine Howard from Elaine Howard Consulting, LLC, presented information 
and answered questions regarding the proposed formation of the North Hermiston Urban Renewal Area 
(NURA) as discussed at the previous City Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Drotzmann requested that the first reading be by title only. Heating no opposition, City Attorney Tovey 
read the ordinance by title only. Mayor Drotzmann requested that the ordinance be put on for final adoption 
at this meeting and that the second reading be by title only. After City Attorney Tovey read the ordinance by 
title only for the second reading, Council Barron moved and Councilor Myers seconded to adopt Ordinance 
No. 2347 and become effective 90 days after its passage by City Council. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
June 2023 Financial Report 
Councilor Linton moved and Councilor McCarthy seconded to accept the June 2023 Financial Report as 
presented by Finance Director Mark Krawczyk.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Committee Reports 
Public Safety Committee- Councilor Primmer stoke regarding Police Department and Municipal Court updates 
as presented by Chief Edmiston and Court Administrator Viles at today’s meeting and specifically spoke 
regarding the PD’s increased training budget since City Manager Smith has been with the City which has been 
greatly appreciated, National Night Out, crime report, increase in transient call load, and more. 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee- Councilor Myers gave updates regarding: the $50,000 Ford 
Foundation grant given for the Harrison Park improvements, Skate Park construction, and Aquatic Center.  
Recreation Projects Fund Advisory Committee- Councilor Barron stated the Committee will meet next week to 
review the late applications submitted. 
Hispanic Advisory Committee- Mayor Drotzmann congratulated Committee Chair Jose Garcia as he recently 
became a committee member of the Lower Umatilla Groundwater Management Area Committee (LUGMA) 
and stated Mr. Garcia is doing a lot of good work in the community and would like to give him recognition at 
an upcoming City Council meeting. 
   
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Drotzmann spoke regarding: 

• Gave information regarding the LOC Small Cities Meeting on July 19th in Boardman and spoke regarding 
the legislative process and measures. 

 
Council Reports  
Councilor Linton stated Umatilla County Fire District #1 is short staffed by 12 fire officials. 
 
Councilor Barron and Peterson asked that the City look into scholarship opportunities for the Council to attend 
conferences either in person or virtually. 
  
Councilor McCarthy gave information regarding the Umatilla County Fair and Parade, Farm City Pro-Rodeo, 
and MelonFest. 
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