
         Homer City Hall 

         491 E. Pioneer Avenue 
         Homer, Alaska 99603 

         www.cityofhomer-ak.gov  

City of Homer 

Agenda 

City Council Worksession 

Monday, April 11, 2022 at 4:00 PM 

In Person at City Hall Cowles Council Chambers and Zoom Webinar 

https://cityofhomer.zoom.us/j/96586314135?pwd=WTdvVHdDVmxxZHJwaC9ZNmFYYlZ3dz09 
Dial: (669) 900 6833 or (253) 215 8782  or Toll Free  (888) 788 0099 or (877) 853 5247 

     Webinar ID: 965 8631 4135 Password: 792566 

 

CALL TO ORDER, 4:00 P.M. 

Councilmember Lord requests excusal.  

AGENDA APPROVAL (Only those matters on the noticed agenda may be considered, pursuant to 

City Council’s Operating Manual, pg. 6) 

DISCUSSION TOPIC(S) 

a. Legislative Update - Senator Gary Stevens 

b. Lobbyist Update - Christine Hess & Reggie Joule, J&H Consulting 

COMMENTS OF THE AUDIENCE (3 minutes) 

ADJOURNMENT NO LATER THAN 4:50 P.M.  

Next Regular Meeting is Monday, April 25, 2022 at 6:00 p.m., Worksession 4:00 p.m. Committee 
of the Whole at 5:00 p.m. All meetings scheduled to be held in the City Hall Cowles Council 

Chambers located at 491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska. 
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J&H Consulting

Legislative 
Update for City 

of Homer   
April 2022
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 Operating budget starts in the House, Capital budget in the Senate.

 Subcommittees meet for each state department and make recommendations to House 
Finance.

 House Finance decides which recommendations to accept, and then issues a committee 
substitute (CS).

 Public testimony is taken. Finance members then introduce their own amendments. 

 This year, a pause is taken as legislators wait for a new revenue forecast to come out on 
March 15th. 

 House Finance will make further adjustments after receiving the new revenue forecast. 

 WE ARE HERE: The CS bill passes out of House Finance and is introduced on the House 
floor. More amendments are introduced, the bill is debated, approved, and passed to the 
Senate; this typically takes a week. The same process takes place in the Senate, where 
senators add in their important items. 

 The Senate votes to pass, and the changed bill goes back to the House for a concurrence 
vote, which generally fails. 

 Differences between the two budgets are worked out in a conference committee. 
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Legislative Update:
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Covid outbreak slowed 
the budget process by a 

week.

Covid outbreak 
continues, with 

hearings cancelled off 
and on.

Operating budget on 
House floor week of 
April 4th. Over 80 

amendments with 20 
related to the PFD 

formula.

Senate closing out 
department 

subcommittees. 

Senate took public 
testimony last week on 

all the budgets (op 
capital, mental health).

Senate will move fast 
once the budget is on 

their side.

Everyone still waiting 
for the new cs for the 

capital budget.

4



 Gov. Dunleavy introduced HB414 Approp: 
Supplemental; Capital (GOV) and its 
companion SB241 Approp: Supplemental; 
Capital (GOV), 

 Both bills are vehicles to appropriate the 
initial funding anticipated to be received by 
the State of Alaska from the federal 
Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA), 
also known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law (BIL). 

 The bills call for $80 million of general 
funds and $56 million “other” funds to 
access $870 million of federal funds for 
a total of $1 Billion. Both bills are already 
scheduled for their first hearings:

 SB241 in Senate Finance on Wed April 6 at 1 
p.m.

 HB414 in House Finance on Thurs April 7 at 
1 p.m.
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http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/32?Root=hb414
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/32?Root=SB%20241
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Bills:
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 HB 30: Updates workers comp benefits by increasing death 
benefits and permanent partial impairment. In Senate. 

 SB 131: Breast cancer added as a presumption of 
compensability for firefighters. L&C (H)

 SB 9: Sen. Micciche’s rewrite of Alaska alcohol statute. Fin (H)
 HB 3: Adds cybersecurity to the definition of disaster for access 

to disaster relief funding. Transmitted to Gov. for signature.
 HB 54: Creates an Invasive Species Council within the 

Department of Fish and Game to help eradicate/manage 
invasive species. Passed House, in Senate Resources.

 HB 28: This legislation removes duplicative registration and 
numbering requirements for active commercial fishing, tender, 
and processing vessels, by allowing certain vessels licensed by 
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission to bypass
additional DMV registration requirements. The proposed 
effective date of this legislation is January 1, 2022. Passed 
House, in Senate Finance. 

 HB 272/HB 273, increase school funding; SB 111/HB 164, Pre-K 
and Reading bills, important for end negotiations. SB 34, Tribal 
Compacting to House.
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 HB 358: Extends the state Renewable Energy Fund for 
ten years from its current termination on June 30, 
2023, to the same date in 2033. This bill is moving 
fast. Fin (H)

 SB 175/HB 265: Allows medical providers to do 
consultations by telehealth, which was allowed while 
the state was under a pandemic health emergency. 

 HB 220: Adds a Tier V defined benefit option for some 
types of employees. HB 55 (similarly creating a Tier V 
DB option, but only for public safety) has already 
passed the House, so if these move forward they will 
depend on the Senate – and likely Finance – for 
support.

 SB 234/HB 363: Enabling legislation for a state 
broadband office, creates a broadband advisory board, 
and creates a mechanism for broadband support 
where costs are high. Moving on both sides.

 HB 234: Sets a $2,000 limit on individual donations to 
campaigns and limits the influence of special interests 
from the Lower 48 by requiring that 75% of a 
candidate’s individual donations come from Alaskans. 
Passed House in State Affairs (S). 7
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00147EIkLJN4fvDOMen3zYLZZcMOJ2LoHsirgva6KHBmkIvfWN7dNUm8nLe_CXpiYfBjqnRv_vS2LLaMIyXD-nh23WgVKZor6RgfXy72gLiEZPDpZNEnYB3xNiGFPUMK-qAKPRbjQJFTu8BXO42Mqv6mtCGY_XWuivaH1TIiX2SRQ5RrEoVMFalg38afFsQPI5g&c=OwyIbIBAGP78ThL9IndqCwA8zdFLbjp_qKFXo2WFWBkeEeSS_X10EQ==&ch=TiO6X2WST2CjeKqgEak-9jz-npLWyeshOXOZsbn-qhMFAmUCUuHv7Q==
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