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City of Homer 

Agenda 

City Council Special Meeting 

Monday, October 28, 2019 at 3:00 PM 

City Hall Cowles Council Chambers 

 

CALL TO ORDER, 3:00 P.M. 

Councilmember Lord request telephonic participation. 

AGENDA APPROVAL (Only those matters on the noticed agenda may be 

considered, pursuant to City Council’s Operating Manual, pg. 6) 

NEW BUSINESS 

a. Consideration of Investigative Report and Determination of Validity of the October 1, 
2019 Election Contest submitted by Tom Stroozas contesting the Residency of Storm 

Hansen-Cavasos  

COMMENTS OF THE AUDIENCE 

ADJOURNMENT NO LATER THAN 4:50 P.M. 

Next Regular Meeting is Monday, November 25, 2019 at 6:00 p.m., Committee of the Whole at 
5:00 p.m. All meetings scheduled to be held in the City Hall Cowles Council Chambers located 

at 491 E. Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska. 
 

 

  

1

http://www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/


 
 
October 16, 2019 
 
Storm Hansen-Cavasos 
PO Box 1068 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
Submitted electronically: stormcavasos@gmail.com     
 
Tom Stroozas 
1295 Don’s Drive 
Homer, Alaska 99603       
Submitted electronically: tstroozas@americascuisine.com  
 
Re: October 1, 2019 Municipal Election Contest 
 
Dear Ms. Hansen-Cavasos and Mr. Stroozas, 
 
At a meeting on October 14, 2019, the Homer City Council adopted Resolution 19-074, which certified the 
results of the October 1, 2019 municipal election. The City Council also adopted Memorandum 19-134, 
which instructed the City Manager to investigate the election contest received by the City of Homer Clerk’s 
Office on October 7, 2019. The contest and investigation are conducted pursuant to AS 29.26.070 and Homer 
City Code (HCC) 4.50.  
 
The contest filed by Thomas Stroozas alleges that Storm Hansen-Cavasos was not an eligible candidate in 
the October 1, 2019 election because she did not meet the candidate qualifications set forth in HCC 
4.10.020. Specifically, the contest alleges she was not eligible for candidacy because she was not a resident 
within the City for a period of one year immediately preceding the election day on which she was a 
candidate, as required by HCC 2.08.020(a). The relevant rules for determining voter and candidate residency 
are set forth in HCC 4.05.020.  
 
The City’s contest procedure is set forth in HCC 4.50.010(c) and (d). Further, under HCC 4.01.010, “The 
provisions of the Alaska Statutes relating to conduct of municipal elections are incorporated into this 
chapter as if fully set out. Procedures for the conduct of State elections shall also govern City elections to 
the extent that they are applicable.” 
 
The contest procedure is a quasi-judicial proceeding in which the City Manager, with the assistance of the 
City Clerk and City Attorney, shall gather evidence and prepare a report for review by the City Council. The 
City Council shall review the report and the evidence presented to the City Manager, and shall vote to 
determine whether to uphold its previous action certifying the election of Ms. Hansen-Cavasos. 
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In order to complete this investigation, please submit any documentation you believe is relevant to allow 
the City Council to determine the residency in question. Documents relevant to the investigation may 
include, but are not limited to, employment documents, vehicle registrations, Alaska identification, proof of 
a home purchase or lease, and voter registration. Written testimony of individuals with information relevant 
to Ms. Hansen-Cavasos’ residency may also be provided if certified under oath. All documentation should be 
submitted by 5:00 pm on October 21, 2019. It may be delivered in person to the City Clerk’s office or via e-
mail at mjacobsen@ci.homer.ak.us. 
 
Additionally, if determined necessary, the City Manager may request oral interviews with the parties, those 
who have provided written testimony, or others considered relevant to the issue. The interviews would take 
place on October 23, 2019. Both parties would be permitted to be present at the interviews, and to be 
accompanied by counsel. The interviews would be conducted under oath. If interviews are determined 
necessary, additional notice will be provided. 
 
All proceedings and documentation prepared during the investigation shall be open and subject to public 
inspection. We intend to conclude the investigation and have the documentation prepared for review by the 
City Council at a meeting on October 28, 2019, tentatively scheduled for 3:00 pm. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the investigation procedure, please let me know. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Melissa Jacobsen 
City Clerk 
 
cc: 
Katie Koester, City Manager 
Michael Gatti, City Attorney 
Libby Bakalar, Attorney for Ms. Hansen-Cavasos 
 
Encl: 
Contest of Election 
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School records were provided timely but have been withheld pending appropriate redaction to protect 
student information or consent to release from the parent.  
 
 
Melissa Jacobsen 
City Clerk 
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