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Planning Commission 

Larry Fox, Chairperson 

Michael Mitchell, Vice-Chairperson 

Michelle LaRose, Commissioner 

Summer L. McMullen, Trustee 

Keith Voight, Secretary 

Sue Grissim, Commissioner 

Tom Murphy, Commissioner 

Planning Commission Meeting Agenda 

Online via WebEx: https://hartlandtownship-214.my.webex.com/hartlandtownship-

214.my/j.php?MTID=m28d5f96f29ddd1c8454f012c4ec800ec

Thursday, February 11, 2021 

7:00 PM 

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll Call

4. Approval of the Agenda

5. Approval of Meeting Minutes

a. Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2021

6. Call to Public

7. Public Hearing
a. ZA #20-001 Digital Menu Boards

8. Call to Public

9. Planner's Report

10. Committee Reports

11. Adjournment
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In accordance with Public Act 228 of 2020, Hartland Township public meetings may be held virtually 
until further notice. 

Agendas and Minutes are published on the Hartland Township website at: 
https://www.hartlandtwp.com/meetings 

All virtual meetings of the Board of Trustees and Planning Commission are posted to Hartland 
Township’s YouTube page within 48 hours of the conclusion of said meetings at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQRFj949pT7c7PRasKMcFQ/videos 

The public may attend or participate in public comment at public meetings virtually, by following any of 
the steps below: 

 

Via WebEx (on-line meetings): https://hartlandtownship-214.my.webex.com/hartlandtownship-
214.my/j.php?MTID=m28d5f96f29ddd1c8454f012c4ec800ec 

Via the WebEx app 

• Join a meeting, with meeting number: 182 170 6340 
• Enter the meeting password: HTWP18 (ensure there are no spaces before or after the password) 

Via a cellular phone: 

• Dial number 1-(415)-655-0001 
• When prompted enter meeting 182 170 6340, then press # 
• When prompted enter password: 489718, then press # 

Via a landline phone (US Tolls may apply): 

• Dial 1-415-655-0001 
• When prompted enter meeting ID: 182 170 6340, then press # 
• When prompted enter password: 489718, then press # 

 

Using WebEx Helpful Videos: 

How to Join a WebEx Video Conference Meeting: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE5FnEUKtaE 

Manage Audio and Visual Preferences for a WebEx Meeting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VElbXzZCWjw 

 

https://www.hartlandtwp.com/meetings
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQRFj949pT7c7PRasKMcFQ/videos
https://hartlandtownship-214.my.webex.com/hartlandtownship-214.my/j.php?MTID=m28d5f96f29ddd1c8454f012c4ec800ec
https://hartlandtownship-214.my.webex.com/hartlandtownship-214.my/j.php?MTID=m28d5f96f29ddd1c8454f012c4ec800ec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE5FnEUKtaE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VElbXzZCWjw
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HARTLAND TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

January 28, 2021 – 7:00 PM 

This meeting was held via video conference in compliance with the Department of Health and 

Human Resources Emergency Order of January 13, 2021 under MCL 333.2253 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

   

1. Call to Order:  Chair Fox called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance: 

 

3. Roll Call and Recognition of Visitors:   

Present – Commissioners Fox (via video from Deerfield Township, MI), Grissim (Hartland 

Township, MI), LaRose (City of Howell, MI), McMullen (Hartland Township, MI), Mitchell 

(Hartland Township, MI), Voight (Hartland Township, MI) 

Absent – Commissioner Murphy 

Also present Planning Director Troy Langer, Project Coordinator Andrew Kumar 

 

4. Approval of the Agenda:  

A Motion to approve the January 28, 2021 Planning Commission Regular Meeting Agenda 

was made by Commissioner Grissim and seconded by Commissioner Mitchell. 

Commissioners Fox, Grissim, LaRose, Mitchell, and Voight voted Aye. Commissioner 

McMullen Abstained. Motion carried. 

 

5. Approval of the Minutes: 

a. Planning Commission Special Meeting Minutes of January 7, 2021 

A Motion to approve the January 7, 2021 Planning Commission Special Meeting Minutes 

was made by Commissioner Voight and seconded by Commissioner Mitchell. 

Commissioners Fox, Grissim, LaRose, Mitchell, and Voight voted Aye. Commissioner 

McMullen Abstained. Motion carried. 

 

b. Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of January 14, 2021 

A Motion to approve the January 14, 2021 Planning Commission Regular Meeting 

Minutes was made by Commissioner Mitchell and seconded by Commissioner LaRose. 

Commissioners Fox, Grissim, LaRose, Mitchell, and Voight voted Aye. Commissioner 

McMullen Abstained. Motion carried. 

 

6. Call to Public: 

None 

 

7. Public Hearing: 

a. 2020-2021 Amendment to Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Development Plan 

Chair Fox explained the Public Hearing process. 

 

Chair Fox opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 PM stating all noticing requirements have 

been met. 
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Director Langer gave the history of this request stated the following: 

 A few years ago, a request was made for a Mixed-Use apartment/retail complex in the 

commercial core area that did not move forward. 

 Concern was expressed about giving up that much Commercial. 

 Township commissioned a Retail Market Analysis from Gibbs. 

 Planning Commission reviewed the Future Land Use Map (FLUM). 

 Goal is to alter the FLUM to reduce some Multi-Family in certain areas and open up other 

options for others. 

 

Call to Public: 

None 

 

Written Comment: 

 Andy Giovannetti, email of January 25, 2021 – comments regarding Special Planning Area 

language that was removed in the 2015 amendment to the Comprehensive Plan should be 

placed back in the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Chair Fox closed the Public Hearing at 7:14 PM 

 

Area #1 – South of Clyde Road, East of US-23 

This area consists of 137.95 acres on the south side of Clyde Road and is currently designated in 

the multi-family residential category. The following parcels are part of this area: 

 4708-09-100-001 43.000 acres South side of Clyde Road 

 4708-09-100-009 24.500 acres South side of Clyde Road 

 4708-09-300-001 70.445 acres South side of Clyde Road 

 

Director Langer described the area and stated it is targeted to be changed from Multiple-Family 

Residential to Low Suburban Density Residential as it is surrounded on all three sides by this 

classification, apartment complexes desire to be close to core commercial development with public 

water and have a walkable component. The Residential Market Study identified a surplus of 

Multiple-Family Residential acreage in Hartland. Low Suburban Density Residential is a better fit 

for this area. 

 

Commissioner LaRose asked if the buffer of Multiple-Family between the Low Suburban Density 

Residential and Planned Industrial / R & D is removed would that have a negative effect on 

Residential property values in the future.  

 

Director Langer stated the Planned Industrial / R & D area is already surrounded by Low Suburban 

Density Residential. Whenever two different use areas abut there is a potential for conflict. A buffer 

could be revisited when the FLUM is fully revised, but the goal today is to reduce the over 

saturation of Multiple-Family Residential.  

 

Commissioner Voight stated that area is R & D Light Industrial; they are only looking at uses that 

would be a good fit in Light Industrial for those reasons and to keep the Industrial south of M59. 

He stated he thinks the surrounding residents would be more tolerant of Light Industrial at this 

location rather than Industrial. 

 

Area #2 – Southwest Corner of M-59 and Old US 23 

The Future Land Use Map currently designates these properties in the Commercial category. The 

following parcels are part of this area: 

 4708-28-100-014 29.850 acres South of M-59, West of Old US 23 
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 4708-28-100-018 40.560 acres South of M-59, West of Old US 23 

 4708-28-100-019 4.990 acres South of M-59, West of Old US 23 

 4708-28-100-011 2.000 acres South of M-59-West of Old US 23 

. 

Director Langer described the area and stated it is targeted to be changed from Commercial to 

Special Planning Area. He stated the following: 

 Had a proposal for Mixed Use that did not go forward.  

 Highly desirable location. 

 Currently in conversations with a party who would be interested in a Mixed-Use design. 

 Commercial does not allow for any residential use. 

 The Retail Market Study targeted this area as an opportunity for a Special Planning Area for a 

Mixed-Use development that could incorporate walkability. 

 

Area #3 – East of Hartland Road, South of Dunham Road 

This area consists of approximately 59.62 acres at the southeast corner of Hartland Road and 

Dunham Road.  The Future Land Use Map designates these properties in the Multiple-Family 

Residential category.  The following parcels are part of this area: 

 4708-21-100-001 0.770 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-002 0.360 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-012 1.540 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-017 4.280 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-019 1.700 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-020 1.700 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-027 5.000 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-028 5.030 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-029 2.360 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-030 1.970 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-031 2.540 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-032 3.140 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-033 1.940 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-100-034 1.940 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-200-005 10.320 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-200-009 10.020 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

 4708-21-200-010 5.010 acres East Side of Hartland Road 

.   

Director Langer described the area and stated it is targeted to be changed from Multiple Family 

Residential to Medium Suburban Density Residential. He stated the following: 

 Highly unlikely that this area would be developed as a Multiple-Family project.  

 More likely each property owner would have to request a Rezoning which would not sit well 

with the existing neighbors. 

 More conducive to promote residential already existing there. 

 

Commissioner LaRose asked for clarification on the location of some of the parcels. 

 

Area #4 – North of M-59, West of Clark Road 

This area consists of 23.330 acres on the west side of Clark Road, north of the intersection with M-

59 and is currently designated in the multi-family residential category.  The following parcels are 

part of this area: 

 4708-21-400-046 23.330 acres North of M-59 
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Director Langer described the area and stated it is targeted to be changed from Multiple Family 

Residential to Medium Urban Density Residential. He stated the following: 

 Had a concept proposal for a somewhat dense single-family development in the recent past for 

this site. 

 Parcel has a great deal of wetland area which pushes development to the east side of the parcel. 

 This change to Medium Urban Density Residential would match the density of the subdivision 

across the road and match the density of the conceptual project we have already seem. 

 

Area #5 – Hartland Glen Golf Course 

This area consists of 385.09 acres on the south side of Cundy Road and north of Lone Tree Road.  

The following parcels are part of this area: 

 4708-26-100-019 383.150 acres South of Cundy/M-59 

 4708-26-100-012 0.870 acres South of Cundy 

 4708-26-100-001 1.070 acres South of Cundy 

The Future Land Use Map currently designates these properties in the Medium Suburban 

Residential category.   

 

Director Langer described the area and stated it is targeted to be changed from Medium Suburban 

Density to Special Planning Area. He stated the following: 

 Large area; Hartland Glen Golf Course. 

 Portion of this property has gone before the Township as a concept plan for multi-family. 

 These parcels are part of the water extension project to serve the eastern portion of the 

Township. 

 Goal is to create a third Special Planning Area. 

 Site has a different density built into it: northern portion along M59 would be a higher density 

than the southern potion that abuts a more rural area. 

 Many water features on this site could be preserved with a Special Planning Area approach. 

 

Area #6 – South of M-59 

This area consists of approximately 79.89 acres on the south side of M-59, east of Pleasant Valley 

Road and is currently designated in the multi-family residential category.  The following parcels 

are part of this area: 

4708-25-100-002 5.000 acres South of M-59 

4708-25-100-003 0.400 acres South of M-59 

4708-25-100-004 29.00 acres South of M-59 

4708-25-100-008 3.600 acres South of M-59  

4708-25-100-013 28.00 acres South of M-59 

4708-25-100-016 5.100 acres South of M-59 

4708-25-100-017 2.500 aces South of M-59 

4708-25-100-018 2.000 acres  South of M-59 

4708-25-100-019 2.000 acres South of M-59 

4708-25-100-020 2.290 acres South of M-59 

 

Director Langer described the area and stated it is targeted to be changed from Multiple Family 

Residential to Low Suburban Density Residential. He stated the following: 

 Across from the existing Special Planning Area on the east side of Pleasant Valley. 

 Would be difficult to develop a walkable multi-family project. 

 Low Suburban Density Residential matches the adjacent properties and would promote the 

existing single-family homes there now. 
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Commissioner Grissim asked if, given the proximity of the manufacture home community to the 

east, this area should be a higher density than Low Suburban Density Residential. 

 

Director Langer stated it certainly could be discussed again. At the time it was discussed Low 

Suburban Density Residential was chosen as it matched the abutting properties. It is a fair question 

and should be discussed. 

 

Chair Fox asked Director Langer to describe the difference between the two. 

 

Director Langer outlined the Low Suburban Density Residential definition from the 

Comprehensive Plan stating they are 1 to 2 acre lots. The Estate Residential is 2 acre lots. The 

Medium Suburban Density Residential Commissioner Grissim suggested is .5 to 1 acre lots. There 

is an area south of the Special Planning Area with this designation; however, well and septic on 

smaller lots can be a challenge as two areas are needed for septic systems, one for a reserve. 

 

The Planning Commission briefly discussed the location of water wells. 

 

Chair Fox stated he did not recall the specifics of the conversation when choosing this category. 

 

Commissioner Grissim stated it is certainly more dense to the east but they have their own lagoon 

system for septic. With the development coming across the street to the west it seems like a tough 

fit. She continued she certainly would not want to propose anything that would cause stress to the 

environment by pushing a higher density. 

 

Commissioner Mitchell stated after much conversation about this parcel, he feels comfortable with 

the Low Suburban Density Residential category and thinks it is the best fit for that area. 

 

Commissioner Voight concurred. 

 

Commissioner Grissim stated she appreciates everyone’s input and is fine with it too. 

 

The Planning Commission discussed their options and the communication from Mr. Giovannetti.  

 

Commissioner Voight offered the following Motion: 

 

Recommend Approval of the Amendments to the Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive 

Development Plan, as outlined in this Memorandum, dated January 20, 2021, and as outlined 

in the attachments, including the email from Andy Giovanetti dated January 25, 2021. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner LaRose. Commissioners Fox, Grissim, LaRose, Mitchell, and 

Voight voted Aye. Commissioner McMullen Abstained. Motion carried. 

 

8. Call to Public: 

None 

 

9. Planner's Report: 

Director Langer reported the following: 

 There is training available; he will send out some information. Contact staff if you are interested. 

 The Ordinance Review Committee will be taking up the Landscape Ordinance Amendment 

which will come to the Planning Commission in the near future. 
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10. Committee Reports:  

None 

 

11. Adjournment: 

A Motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Mitchell and seconded by Commissioner 

LaRose. Commissioners Fox, Grissim, LaRose, Mitchell, and Voight voted Aye. 

Commissioner McMullen Abstained. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 

approximately 7:45 PM. 
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Hartland Township Planning Commission Meeting Agenda Memorandum 
 
 
Submitted By: Troy Langer, Planning Director 

Subject: Digital Menu Boards 

Date: February 4, 2021 

 

Recommended Action 

 

Move to recommend approval of Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment #20-001, as outlined in the 

staff memorandum. 

 

Discussion 

 

Overview and Background Information for Request 

 

Section 5.26.8.D. (Menu Boards) provides the regulations for an approved drive-through business to have 

up to two (2) signs with a size limitation and specific location.  The existing language reads as follows: 

 

Menu Board:  For an approved drive-through business, up to two (2) signs each no greater than 

thirty-two (32) square feet in total area and seven (7) square feet in height shall be permitted.  

Such sign shall not be located in the front yard. 

The Planning Department has been contacted by representatives of McDonald’s restaurant regarding the 

use of outdoor digital menu boards in Hartland Township.  Although the request is specifically for the 

McDonald’s restaurant at 10600 Highland Road, the request to modify the ordinance is much broader and 

could potentially apply to all businesses that have a drive-through lane and menu board.   Since the original 

contact by McDonald’s, the Planning Department has been contacted by other drive-through restaurants 

that desire a similar sign. 

 

Process 

 

Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments are outlined in Section 7.4.4 of the Zoning Ordinance, as follows: 

 

4.  Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment Criteria.  The Planning Commission and Township Board shall 

consider the following criteria for initiating amendments to the zoning ordinance text or responding to 

a petitioner’s request to amend the ordinance text. 

 

A. The proposed amendment would correct an error in the Ordinance. 

 

B. The proposed amendment would clarify the intent of the Ordinance. 

 

C. Documentation has been provided from Township staff or the Zoning Board of Appeals indicating 

problems or conflicts in implementation or interpretation of specific sections of the ordinance. 
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D. The proposed amendment would address changes to state legislation. 

 

E. The proposed amendment would address potential legal issues or administrative problems with the 

Zoning Ordinance based on recent case law or opinions rendered by the Attorney General of the 

State of Michigan. 

 

F. The proposed amendment would promote compliance with changes in other Township ordinances 

and county, state or federal regulations. 

 

G. The proposed amendment is supported by the findings of reports, studies, or other documentation 

on functional requirements, contemporary building practices, environmental requirements and 

similar technical items. 

 

H. Other criteria as determined by the Planning Commission or Township Board which would protect 

the health and safety of the public, protect public and private investment in the Township, promote 

implementation of the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan and enhance the overall quality 

of life in Hartland Township. 

 

Background 

 

The Site Plan Review Committee and Planning staff met with the McDonald’s team in an informal meeting 

held in May 2019. At that meeting electronic signs were discussed in general as well as some of the specifics 

of the digital menu boards as proposed by McDonald’s. Per the McDonald team, existing manual 

changeable copy menu boards for the McDonald’s restaurants are becoming outdated and are challenging 

to repair or replace this type of sign. They further commented that the trend in the fast-food restaurant 

industry is to replace existing manual menu boards with digital menu boards that are easily maintained, 

typically are smaller in size, and provide a cleaner look. 

 

The informational brochure provided photographs of existing manual changeable copy menu boards and 

the proposed digital menu boards at restaurants. Technical information was included in the brochure for 

existing and proposed menu boards regarding sign sizes, lighting, and maintenance. 

 

Also, examples of ordinances from several jurisdictions that permit digital menu boards have been 

provided.  Those municipalities recently amended their ordinances to provide standards for digital signs, 

including outdoor digital menu boards for restaurants with drive-through service. 

 

Various materials and informational brochures have been provided regarding outdoor digital menu boards 

for restaurants, and examples of ordinances from other jurisdictions that address digital menu boards.  

 

The Site Plan Review Committee expressed interest in the proposed digital menu boards; however, the 

current sign standards in the Code of Ordinances (Section 5.26-Signs) prohibit electronic signs. Based on 

the information presented at the informal meeting, the proposed outdoor digital menu board would be 

considered an electronic sign, and thus not permitted at this time. The Committee further explained that an 

amendment to the zoning ordinance would be required to permit digital menus board signs.   

 

The purpose of this memorandum is to present this information to the Planning Commission for their 

review, to see if there is an interest in initiating a zoning amendment to permit digital menu boards, 

specifically for restaurants with drive-through service. Staff has summarized some of the topics to be 
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considered when drafting standards for a digital menu board. 

 

The Township Attorney has reviewed the proposed amendment, and comments are provided separately. 

 

Sign size 

Per the sign examples provided by McDonalds, the digital menu board is approximately twenty (20) square 

feet for the display area.  

 

As a point of reference, the current sign ordinance allows up to two (2) menu boards each no greater than 

thirty-two (32) square feet in total area, and seven (7) feet in height, for an approved drive-through service. 

 

Sign Location 

Some of the sample ordinances from other jurisdictions have placed restrictions on the location of a digital 

menu board, so that the sign is located at the rear of the building and thus is screened from the general 

public, or from the street.  Additional screening could be considered as deemed necessary, to minimize 

impacts, such as where a site has frontage on two (2) streets and two (2) front yards.  

 

Brightness of the sign 

The lumen output in a digital sign can be adjusted from within the store per the information presented by 

McDonald’s. Additionally, ambient light sensors adjust to daylight thus reducing glare and preventing 

excessive light output.  

 

Frequency of menu display changes 

Limitations could be provided on the number of times the menu changes on the digital menu board. In the 

case of McDonald’s, the digital menu board changes three (3) times a day (breakfast, lunch, and dinner). 

Restrictions could also be provided to prohibit the display of animated messages, or messages that blink, 

scroll, flash, fade, or have any other effect that gives the appearance of movement. 

 

Attachments 

1. Letter from Michelle Freeman, dated August 27, 2019 with Sample Sign Ordinances -PDF version only 

2. McDonald’s Outdoor Digital Menu Board Informational Brochure-PDF version only 

3. Fishers Indiana Ordinance-PDF version only 

4. Glenview Illinois Ordinance-PDF version only 

5. Highland Park Illinois Ordinance-PDF version only 

6. Leawood Kansas Ordinance-PDF version only 

7. Lincolnshire Illinois Ordinance-PDF version only 

8. New Baltimore Michigan Ordinance-PDF version only 

9. Draft Ordinance-PDF version only 

 
T:\PLANNING DEPARTMENT\PLANNING COMMISSION\2020 Planning Commission Activity\Ordinance Amendments\ZA 20-001 Digital 
menu boards\Staff reports\Staff report to PC 02.04.2021.docx 
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9015 S. Kedzie Avenue, Evergreen Park, IL 60805 

p: 708.499.0400 • f: 708.499.4620 • e: michelle.freeman@explorekeyser.com 
www.explorekeyser.com 

  

August 27, 2019 
 
 
Todd Langer, Planning Director 
Hartland Township 
2655 Clark Road 
Hartland, MI 48353 
 
RE: McDonald’s Drive-thru Project – Digital Signage Ordinance Examples 
 
Hi Todd,  
 
I wanted to follow up with you regarding the McDonald’s drive-thru sign project discussions 
previously held. As you know, the project scope is to replace existing “manual-changeable copy” 
menu boards with “electronic changeable copy” menu boards, in all McDonald’s store drive-thru 
lanes.   
 
Digital menu boards and pre-browse (pre-sales) are a growing trend in the fast food restaurant 
industry. They are more easily maintained and more attractive than traditional, manual change 
copy of three sided signs that do not handle the modern fast food menu well. In most cases, the 
signs being proposed are in the rear of the building and are fully screened from the general public. 
The old menu boards are being eliminated and owner/operator will soon not be able to replace 
them (in their entirety or order replacement parts, bulbs, etc).  
 
I understand your township planning commission is considering a proposal for a code text 
amendment. I’ve included some examples of sign code language changes recently made by a few 
different municipalities. I’ve also included a presentation copy that provides additional details of 
the proposed signage.  
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  
 
Thank you, 

Michelle Freeman 
Michelle Freeman 
Senior Project Manager/Permit Specialist 
O: 708.876.1249 
C: 708.910.4895 
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with a maximum size of the two signs combined being 10% of the tenant portion of either 
street facing fac;:ade, not both, or 80 square feet, whichever is smaller. 

iii. Where several tenants share a common entrance in a multi-tenant structure, only one ( 1) 
wall sign shall be permitted, with the total permitted sign area being allocated among the 
tenants. 

2. Ground I Monument Signs. 
1. If a lot or parcel has more than one tenant, one (1) ground sign to be shared by tenants shall 

be permitted in addition to one (1) wall sign per each tenant having an individual means of 
public access. 

11. A ten (10) percent increase in the maximum permitted monument sign area is permitted if 
extensive landscaping and a decorative brick base consistent with the materials of the 
principal building are provided. 

3. Awnings and canopies. 
1. Awnings or canopies may project a maximum of six ( 6) feet into the public right-of-way. 

In no case shall the awning or canopy be less than three (3) feet from any street curb line. 
11. Any lettering or logos on the awning or canopy shall be included within the calculation 

of total permitted wall sign area. 
iii. Awnings and canopies shall not be illuminated or backlit. However, building mounted 

lighting may illuminate the area above or below the awning or canopy. 
4. Poster panel signs (i.e. sandwich signs, A-frame signs). Poster panel signs, including sandwich 

signs and "A" frame signs, shall be permitted subject to the following: 
1. The sign shall be located so that at least a five (5) foot wide sidewalk is maintained between 

the sign and the building wall for pedestrian traffic flow, safety and to maintain ADA 
compliance. 

u. The sign is permitted only during operating business hours and must be stored inside when 
the business is not open. 

111. The sign shall be kept neatly painted, printed, stained, sealed, protected or preserved 
including all metal parts and supports. 

1v. All portable signs shall be constructed and maintained by the owner in such a manner and of 
such materials so that they withstand typical environmental conditions. 

5. Projecting signs. Projecting signs are permitted subject to the following: 
1. Signs shall be illuminated only by steady, stationary, shielded light sources directed solely 

at the sign. Use of glaring undiffused lights or bulbs shall be prohibited. 
11. Projecting signs may project a maximum of four (4) feet into the public right-of-way. In no 

case, shall the projecting sign be less than three (3) feet from any street curb line. 
6. Menu Board signs. 

1. Restaurants with drive-through service may have up to two (2) menu board signs for each 
drive-through lane. 

n. The maximum height for such signs shall be eight (8) feet and the total area allowed for 
each drive-through lane shall not exceed forty ( 40) square feet. 

111. Where such signs are not visible from a public street, they may include electronic 
changeable messages; however, such messages shall not blink, flash or contain videos or 
movements. Furthermore, the illumination of such signs shall be shaded, shielded, directed 
or screened such that the light intensity or brightness will not be objectionable to adjacent 
properties. 

1v. A sign permit shall be required. 

1480.07 LEGAL NONCONFORMING SIGNS. 

Draft#4 7/25/19 
Page 9 
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________________________________________ 

 
MEMORANDUM 
________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
  City Administrator 
 
FROM: Sara Copeland, AICP, Community Development Director 
   
DATE: January 2, 2019 
 
RE: Sign Ordinance Amendments 
 
 
The City’s sign regulations are contained in Chapter 15.44 of the Municipal Code. Similar to the 
Zoning Ordinance, the sign ordinance divides the city into Sign Districts and establishes 
requirements for each sign type allowed in each sign district. The Sign Ordinance refers to the 
drive-thru menu board signage using the sign type “Reader Board,” defined as “A sign designed 
in conjunction with drive-in services to give information relative to the business where it is 
located and which information may change frequently.”  
 
Staff has recently encountered some difficulties with the sign regulations related specifically to 
drive-thru signage, with franchise restaurants proposing signs that do not conform with our 
regulations. Franchise restaurants are constantly working to improve their operations and drive-
through operations make up a significant portion of their revenue. Signage is an area in which 
the City’s regulations are not keeping up with changes in sign technology and design. 
 
Staff recently discussed possible amendments for reader board signs with the Planning 
Commission. Based on their feedback, the proposed amendments make changes to related to 
these issues: 
 

 Drive-Thru restaurants are requesting more reader board signs. These 

businesses are increasingly interested in erecting “pre-order” signs to provide 

information to customers prior to their stop at the ordering point, where the main reader 

board sign is located. The existing regulations do not allow pre-order signs. 

 The cumulative 50 square feet does not provide much flexibility for corporate 

sign design. Currently, McDonalds is the only location with a CUP for additional reader 

board square footage (something allowed only in the Armour Road sign district). 

Ordinance 8822, approved in 2015, allowed two reader board signs of 31.23 square feet 

each, a cumulative total of 62.46 square feet. Franchise establishments are often 

13



2 

provided with a corporate design with rigid specifications. If the City were to allow pre-

order signs, the cumulative 50 square feet may become even more challenging to meet. 

 The 30 foot setback is challenging on narrow or irregularly shaped lots. Burger 

King has submitted a site plan with reader boards as close as 21 feet to the property 

line. Due to the size and shape of their new location, they will be unable to meet this 

setback requirement. 

 Digital signage is proliferating. Fast food restaurants are starting to install fully 

digital reader board signs. Fully digital screens don’t comply with the existing limit on 

digital signs of only 25 percent of the sign area, and stores with more than one ordering 

point would conflict with the one digital sign per lot limitation. 

 
The purpose of the sign ordinance is to preserve the character of the city, enhance the visual 
quality of the community, ensure safety, provide for effective communication by businesses, 
minimize adverse effects of signs, and limit sign clutter. Staff is concerned that our existing 
regulations are creating a barrier to effective communication by businesses without offsetting 
benefits for city character or visual quality. The Planning Commission felt making changes to 
address these issues was reasonable and so staff presents these amendments to the City 
Council for consideration. 
 
The proposed amendments are located in two main portions of the Sign Ordinance. The 
amendments specific to Reader Board are proposed in each sign district allowing reader board 
signage: the Armour Road, Downtown Business, General Business, Manufacturing, South 
Burlington, and Redevelopment Area districts. Currently, the Armour Road sign district allows 
for sign area exceptions pursuant to a Conditional Use Permit. The proposed amendments 
remove this exception. The text below illustrates the proposed changes, with additions in 
bold underline and deletions in strikethrough. 
 

Sign Type Allowances 

Reader Board No more than 2 1 reader board signs may be erected at for each drive-in 
service location. 

 Sign area shall not exceed more than 3250 square feet per sign cumulative 
among all signs.  
For parcels with more than one drive-in service location, exceptions to the 
maximum sign area may be approved through a Conditional Use Permit, 
approved pursuant to the procedural requirements of section 17.96.020 of the 
Zoning Ordinance. [Note: this exception is contained in the Armour Road sign 
district only.] 

 The sign area of each reader board sign may be 100 percent digital. 
Digital reader boards signs shall comply with all other requirements 
of Section 15.44.300.D. 

 No sign shall be more than 7 feet high. 

 Free-standing reader board signs shall be set back at least 2030 feet from 
any property line. 

 Reader board signs mounted on a building shall follow any applicable building 
setback. 
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The ordinance also proposes amendments to Subsection 15.44.300.D, which contains 
regulations for all digital signs citywide. Amendments in this subsection are solely to allow for 
digital reader board signs in addition to one other sign that may not have more than 25 percent 
of its area as a digital sign. The text below illustrates the proposed changes, with additions in 
bold underline and deletions in strikethrough. 
 
15.44.300.D. Digital Signs 
 

1. Digital signs are allowed in all sign districts except the residential sign district. In 
residential sign districts, digital signs are only allowed for permitted institutional uses (i.e., 
church or school). 

 

2. No lot may have more than one digital sign in addition to any digital reader board 
signs. 
 
3. Digital signs shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the total sign area allowance 
for the selected sign type (i.e., twenty-five (25) percent of the total allowance for wall signs, 
or ground signs), except that with the exception of off-premise signs in the 
manufacturing sign district, that may allocate up to six hundred seventy-two (672) square 
feet for digital signs, and reader board signs. 
 
4. Sign messages shall remain static for at least eight seconds and take no longer than two 
seconds to change to a new display. 
 
5. Signs shall not include: 

a. Audio messages, tones or music. 
b. Display animated messages, including flashing, blinking, fading, scrolling, 
shading, dissolving, or any other effect that gives the appearance of movement. 
c. Exception. Any digital sign less than twelve (12) square feet may be used for 
single color scrolling messages. 
 

6. Brightness. Signs shall utilize automatic dimming technology to adjust the brightness of 
the sign relative to ambient light so that at no time shall a sign exceed a brightness level of 
three-tenths footcandle above ambient light, as measured using a footcandle (lux) meter. 
An ambient light measurement shall be taken using a footcandle meter at some point 
between the period of time between thirty (30) minutes past sunset and thirty (30) minutes 
before sunrise with the sign turned off to a black screen. An operating sign light 
measurement shall be taken with the sign turned on to full white copy. The difference 
between the ambient light measurement and the operating sign light measurement is three-
tenths footcandle or less. 
 
7. Default Mechanism. Signs shall contain a default mechanism that will cause the sign to 
turn off or display a black screen if the sign malfunctions. 

 

15



ORDINANCE AMENDING CODE – READER BOARD SIGNS  2 JANUARY 2019 

BILL NO.  7361 ORDINANCE NO. 9158 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 15.44, “SIGNS, BILLBOARDS, AWNINGS 
AND STREET CLOCKS” OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, 
MISSOURI REGARDING READER BOARD SIGNS. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WHEREAS, the City of North Kansas City, Missouri (the “City”) is a body corporate, a 
third class city and political subdivision of the State of Missouri, duly created, organized and validly 
existing under and by virtue of the Constitution and laws of the State of Missouri; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City regulates signage for the purposes of preserving the unique character 

of the City, enhancing the visual quality of the community, promoting economic viability, providing 
for effective communication for businesses, protecting property values, and promoting civic beauty; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City’s Sign Ordinance defines Reader Board/Drive-Through signs as a 

distinct sign type; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires to amend its existing code to clarify regulations regarding 

Reader Board signs. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1. Section 15.44.210, “Armour Road District,” of THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 

NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI is hereby amended at Table 15-2, “Armour Road District Sign 
Allowances”, by amending subparts thereof entitled “Reader Board,” which subparts shall hereafter 
read as follows: 

 

Sign Type Allowances 
 

Reader Board No more than 2 reader board signs may be erected at each drive-in service 

location. 

 Sign area shall not exceed more than 32 square feet per sign. 

 The sign area of each reader board sign may be 100 percent digital. Digital reader 

boards signs shall comply with all other requirements of Section 15.44.300.D. 

 No sign shall be more than 7 feet high. 

 Free-standing reader board signs shall be set back at least 20 feet from any 

property line. 

 Reader board signs mounted on a building shall follow any applicable building 

setback. 

 
Other than as specifically set forth hereinabove, § 15.44.210 and Table 15-2, “Armour Road District 

Sign Allowances,” shall be unaffected by this amendment and shall remain in full force and effect. 
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Section 2. Section 15.44.220, “Downtown Business District,” of THE CODE OF THE 

CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI is hereby amended at Table 15-3, “Downtown Business 
District Sign Allowances”, by amending subparts thereof entitled “Reader Board,” which subparts 
shall hereafter read as follows: 

 

Sign Type Allowances 
 

Reader Board No more than 2 reader board signs may be erected at each drive-in service 

location. 

 Sign area shall not exceed more than 32 square feet per sign. 

 The sign area of each reader board sign may be 100 percent digital. Digital reader 

boards signs shall comply with all other requirements of Section 15.44.300.D. 

 No sign shall be more than 7 feet high. 

 Free-standing reader board signs shall be set back at least 20 feet from any 

property line. 

 Reader board signs mounted on a building shall follow any applicable building 

setback. 

 
Other than as specifically set forth hereinabove, § 15.44.220 and Table 15-3, “Downtown Business 

District Sign Allowances,” shall be unaffected by this amendment and shall remain in full force and 

effect. 

 
Section 3. Section 15.44.230, “General Business District,” of THE CODE OF THE CITY 

OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI is hereby amended at Table 15-4, “General Business District 
Sign Allowances”, by amending subparts thereof entitled “Reader Board,” which subparts shall 
hereafter read as follows: 

 

Sign Type Allowances 
 

Reader Board No more than 2 reader board signs may be erected at each drive-in service 

location. 

 Sign area shall not exceed more than 32 square feet per sign. 

 The sign area of each reader board sign may be 100 percent digital. Digital reader 

boards signs shall comply with all other requirements of Section 15.44.300.D. 

 No sign shall be more than 7 feet high. 

 Free-standing reader board signs shall be set back at least 20 feet from any 

property line. 

 Reader board signs mounted on a building shall follow any applicable building 

setback. 

 
Other than as specifically set forth hereinabove, § 15.44.230 and Table 15-4, “General Business 

District Sign Allowances,” shall be unaffected by this amendment and shall remain in full force and 

effect. 
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ORDINANCE AMENDING CODE – READER BOARD SIGNS 3 2 JANUARY 2019 

Section 4. Section 15.44.240, “Manufacturing District,” of THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 

NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI is hereby amended at Table 15-5, “Manufacturing District Sign 
Allowances”, by amending subparts thereof entitled “Reader Board,” which subparts shall hereafter 
read as follows: 

 

Sign Type Allowances 
 

Reader Board No more than 2 reader board signs may be erected at each drive-in service 

location. 

 Sign area shall not exceed more than 32 square feet per sign. 

 The sign area of each reader board sign may be 100 percent digital. Digital reader 

boards signs shall comply with all other requirements of Section 15.44.300.D. 

 No sign shall be more than 7 feet high. 

 Free-standing reader board signs shall be set back at least 20 feet from any 

property line. 

 Reader board signs mounted on a building shall follow any applicable building 

setback. 

 
Other than as specifically set forth hereinabove, § 15.44.240 and Table 15-5, “Manufacturing District 

Sign Allowances,” shall be unaffected by this amendment and shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
Section 5. Section 15.44.250, “South Burlington Corridor District,” of THE CODE OF 

THE CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI is hereby amended at Table 15-6, “South Burlington 
Corridor District Sign Allowances”, by amending subparts thereof entitled “Reader Board,” which 
subparts shall hereafter read as follows: 

 

Sign Type Allowances 
 

Reader Board No more than 2 reader board signs may be erected at each drive-in service 

location. 

 Sign area shall not exceed more than 32 square feet per sign. 

 The sign area of each reader board sign may be 100 percent digital. Digital reader 

boards signs shall comply with all other requirements of Section 15.44.300.D. 

 No sign shall be more than 7 feet high. 

 Free-standing reader board signs shall be set back at least 20 feet from any 

property line. 

 Reader board signs mounted on a building shall follow any applicable building 

setback. 

 
Other than as specifically set forth hereinabove, § 15.44.250 and Table 15-6, “South Burlington 

Corridor District Sign Allowances,” shall be unaffected by this amendment and shall remain in full 

force and effect. 

 
Section 6. Section 15.44.257, “Redevelopment Area District,” of THE CODE OF THE 

CITY OF NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI is hereby amended at Table 15-8, “Redevelopment Area 
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District Sign Allowances”, by amending subparts thereof entitled “Reader Board,” which subparts 
shall hereafter read as follows: 

 

Sign Type Allowances 
 

Reader Board No more than 2 reader board signs may be erected at each drive-in service 

location. 

 Sign area shall not exceed more than 32 square feet per sign. 

 The sign area of each reader board sign may be 100 percent digital. Digital reader 

boards signs shall comply with all other requirements of Section 15.44.300.D. 

 No sign shall be more than 7 feet high. 

 Free-standing reader board signs shall be set back at least 20 feet from any 

property line. 

 Reader board signs mounted on a building shall follow any applicable building 

setback. 

 
Other than as specifically set forth hereinabove, § 15.44.257 and Table 15-8, “Redevelopment Area 

District Sign Allowances,” shall be unaffected by this amendment and shall remain in full force and 

effect. 

 
Section 7. Subsection 15.44.300.D, “Digital Signs,” of THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 

NORTH KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI is hereby repealed in its entirety and enacted in lieu thereof is a 
new Subsection 15.44.300.D, “Digital Signs,” which shall hereafter read as follows: 
 

15.44.300 Standards Applicable to All Signs 

  

 D. Digital Signs. 

 

  1. Digital signs are allowed in all sign districts except the residential sign district. 

In residential sign districts, digital signs are only allowed for permitted institutional uses (i.e., 

church or school). 

 

  2. No lot may have more than one digital sign in addition to any digital reader 

board signs. 

 

  3. Digital signs shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the total sign area 

allowance for the selected sign type (i.e., twenty-five (25) percent of the total allowance for 

wall signs, or ground signs), with the exception of off-premise signs in the manufacturing 

sign district, that may allocate up to six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet for digital 

signs, and reader board signs. 

 

4. Sign messages shall remain static for at least eight seconds and take no longer 

than two seconds to change to a new display. 
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5. Signs shall not include: 

 

  a. Audio messages, tones or music. 

 

  b. Display animated messages, including flashing, blinking, fading, 

scrolling, shading, dissolving, or any other effect that gives the appearance of 

movement. 

 

  c. Exception. Any digital sign less than twelve (12) square feet may be 

used for single color scrolling messages. 

 

  6. Brightness. Signs shall utilize automatic dimming technology to adjust the 

brightness of the sign relative to ambient light so that at no time shall a sign exceed a 

brightness level of three-tenths footcandle above ambient light, as measured using a 

footcandle (lux) meter. An ambient light measurement shall be taken using a footcandle 

meter at some point between the period of time between thirty (30) minutes past sunset and 

thirty (30) minutes before sunrise with the sign turned off to a black screen. An operating 

sign light measurement shall be taken with the sign turned on to full white copy. The 

difference between the ambient light measurement and the operating sign light measurement 

is three-tenths footcandle or less. 

 

  7. Default Mechanism. Signs shall contain a default mechanism that will cause 

the sign to turn off or display a black screen if the sign malfunctions. 

 

Section 8. Severability.  The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this 
ordinance shall be severable.  In the event that any such section, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this ordinance is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the remaining 
portions of this ordinance are valid, unless the court finds the valid portions of this ordinance are so 
essential to and inseparably connected with and dependent upon the void portion that it cannot be 
presumed that the City has enacted the valid portions without the void ones, or unless the court 
finds that the valid portions, standing alone, are incomplete and are incapable of being executed in 
accordance with the legislative intent. 

 
Section 9. Governing Law.  This ordinance shall be governed exclusively by and 

construed in accordance with the applicable laws of the State of Missouri. 
 

Section 10. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and 
after its passage by the City Council and approval by the Mayor. 
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 PASSED this 2nd day of January, 2019. 

 

 

 _________________________________________ 

 Don Stielow, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

   

Crystal Doss, City Clerk 

 

  APPROVED this 2nd day of January, 2019. 

 

 

 _________________________________________ 

 Don Stielow, Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

     

Anthony Bologna, City Attorney  Thomas E. Barzee, Jr.,  City Counselor 
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CITY OF BATAVIA 
 
DATE: June 13, 2019 
TO: Plan Commission 
FROM: Joel Strassman, Planning and Zoning Officer  
SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEARING - Amendments to the Text of the Zoning Code 

Chapter 4.4: Sign Regulations – Regarding Menu Signs 
    Michelle Freeman, Keyser Industries, applicant 

 

 

Background and Summary of Proposed Amendments 
 
A Public Hearing is scheduled for the June 19th Plan Commission meeting to review proposed amendments to the text 
of the Zoning Code.  The Zoning Code prohibits use of Electronic Changeable Message Signs (ECMS) in the Historic 
District.  Keyser Industries is seeking to amend Chapter 4.4: Sign Regulations to remove this prohibition of ECMS 
solely for Menu Signs.  Keyser is proposing the amendments to benefit its client, McDonald’s. 

The attached email from the applicant lists the features of ECMS for menu signs.  In addition to being better able to 
serve the drive-through restaurant industry, such signs can automatically dim in response to ambient light changes and 
use a dark-background screen at night.  The attached email also provides responses to common questions regarding 
signage in a municipal regulation context. 

Staff Analysis 

McDonald’s first approached the City regarding use of ECMS last year.  Staff sought input from the Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC) on this topic.  The attached minutes of the April 9, 2018 HPC minutes establish the 
HPC’s general acceptance of use of ECMS for Menu Signs.  Staff notes that signs in the Historic District are not 
subject to Design Review.  Signs in the Historic District require HPC approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA) in which City Code compliant projects are reviewed for conformance to the Historic Preservation Design 
Guidelines.  

Staff feels that use of ECMS for Menu Signs can be compatible with the Historic District as described by the 
applicant, provided such signs are not readily visible from streets.  In the case of McDonald’s, its menu signs are over 
130 feet from Houston Street and even further from Wilson Street.  The building and signs’ orientation will effectively 
screen the sign faces from Wilson Street.  Sign distance and the presence of site landscaping along Houston Street 
limit the existing menu sign visibility.  In instances where such signs would be located proximate to streets or 
residential uses, screening can be required, and such screening would be part of COA and building permit reviews and 
approvals. 

To remove the Historic District prohibition of ECMS for Menu Signs, three (3) Sections of Chapter 4.4: Sign 
Regulations need to be amended.  Below are Sections of this Chapter with needed additions shown in red and needed 
language removal shown with strike-through. 

• Section 4.402.L.3 (pg 5) 
3.  Electronic Changeable Message Signs are prohibited for use on Wall Signs and Tower Signs.  In 

historic districts and on landmarked properties, all Electronic Changeable Message Signs, other than 
Fuel Facility Signs and Menu Signs are prohibited in historic districts and on landmarked properties. 

• Section 4.407.B.2.g (pg 15) 
Electronic Changeable Message Signs.  Where permitted by this Chapter, the Plan Commission, through 
Design Review (or the Historic Preservation Commission through COA where applicable), may approve 
an electronic Changeable Message Sign and may establish operational restrictions.  Operational 
restrictions include, but are not limited to, the frequency and type of message change and intensity of 
illumination.  The Plan Commission (or the Historic Preservation Commission through a COA where 
applicable) shall consider the visual impacts of the sign on the uses surrounding the sign location, and 
traffic volume, movements and speed in the area of the sign. 
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• Section 4.407.B.2.i (pg 16) – New Subsection (5) in the Section specific to Menu Signs. 
      (5) Visibility.  The Plan Commission through Design Review (or the Historic Preservation Commission 

through COA where applicable) may require screening be added to the site to minimize visibility of 
Electronic Changeable Message Signs from streets or adjacent residentially used or zoned properties. 

Staff notes that the proposed changes to Section 4.402.L.3 would strengthen the Zoning Code’s effective prohibition 
of ECMS for Wall Signs and Tower Signs; the Zoning Code includes specifications for ECMS (other than fuel signs) 
only for Monument Signs.  There are no existing ECM wall or tower signs in the City.  The last amendment includes a 
provision to add screening where needed; this Section already contains other specifications (number, size, materials) 
for Menu Signs. 

As proposed, staff feels the above Zoning Code amendments to allow ECMS for Menu Signs would be compatible 
with goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan that seek to balance effective commerce and aesthetics.  As 
proposed, ECMS for Menu Signs could be used without adversely affecting the character of historic districts, 
landmarked properties, and adjacent residences.  The proposed amendment extends the Plan Commission’s ability to 
limit sign brightness and message change frequency through Design Review to the HPC through COA approval.  
 
Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends the Commission open and conduct the public hearing.  After all attendees wishing to speak have 
been heard and the Commission has enough information to make a recommendation to the City Council, the 
Commission must close the hearing. 

Staff recommends the Commission recommend the City Council approve amendments to the Zoning Code to allow 
ECMS for Menu Signs as proposed above in this staff memorandum. 

 

 
Attachment: Email from Michelle Freeman to Joel Strassman, dated June 4, 2019 
 
c Mayor and City Council 
 Department Heads 
 Michelle Freeman, Keyser Industries 
 Media 
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Strassman, Joel

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Freeman
Tuesday, June 04, 2019 9:49 AM
Strassman, Joel; Mary Thies
RE: McDonald's Drive-Thru Sign Replacement -- 125 W WILSON

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of the City of Batavia ‐‐ DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless 
you are sure the content is safe.] 

Hi Joel,  

Sorry for the delay. Below is some information to support the proposed drive‐through sign changes. Let me know if you 
have any  additional questions.  

Digital menu boards and pre‐browse (pre‐sales) are a growing trend in the fast food restaurant industry. They are more 
easily maintained and more attractive than traditional, manual change copy of three sided signs that do not handle the 
modern fast food menu well. In most cases, the signs being proposed are in the rear of the building and are fully 
screened from the general public. The old menu boards are being eliminated and owner/operator will soon not be able 
to replace them (in their entirety or order replacement parts, bulbs, etc).  

• New Menus Are:
o An ordering device to help confirm orders
o Smaller & Streamlined menus, simplified for our Customers
o Static/Limited Motion ‐ The main menu board remains static, with the exception of menu changes 3‐4 times

per day, can be controlled by restaurant.
o Cleaner visuals, easier to read products, price and items
o Dim automatically as the ambient light lessens, as well as switch to “night mode” controlled by an internal

photocell.  The “night mode” replaces the black font/white background with a white font/black
background…similar to a cell phone or navigation screen.

• Our New Menus Are NOT:
o Not an advertising channel or billboard
o Not full video or motion to distract drivers or slow down our drive thru
o Not flashy, bright images or colors (i.e. Vegas‐style)
o No additional sound or speakers

1. Will the sign be harmonious and in accordance with the general objective or any specific objectives of the
Master Plan?

a. The signs are geared toward the motoring public, rather than the pedestrian public. But they are fully
screened from the public and do not increase clutter along the public right of way.

2. Will the sign be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained so as to be harmonious and appropriate in
appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity?

a. The signs being proposed are an upgrade from the current three sided, rotatable sign and is certainly an
upgrade overall in technology. These signs are becoming prevalent throughout the industry and are
appropriate for the area and character of the property and surrounding properties.

3. Will the sign be hazardous or disturbing to existing or future nearby uses?
a. The proposed sign should not disturb nearby residences and is not expected to be hazardous to

surrounding businesses.
4. Will the sign be an improvement in relation to the property in the immediate vicinity and to the community as a

whole?
a. The signs as proposed are an upgrade from the existing three sided signage.
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5. Will the sign be served adequately by essential public services and facilities or that the persons responsible for
the establishment of the proposed uses will provide adequately any such service or facility?

a. Yes.
6. Will the sign not create excessive additional public costs and will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of

the community?
a. No additional public costs will occur because of this sign. The sign will not be detrimental to the

economic welfare of the community.
7. Will the sign be consistent with the intent and purposes of the Zoning Ordinance?

a. The sign is consistent with the intent of the sign ordinance and purposes of the ordinance, to reduce
visual clutter and blight, while still allowing appropriate signage any identification of businesses.

Michelle Freeman 
Installation Project Manager 
Permit Specialist 
10200 S. Kedzie Ave | Evergreen Park, IL 
O: 708.876.1249 | C: 708.910.4895 | F: 708.499.4620 

This message (including any attachments) is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed 
and may contain information that is non‐public, proprietary, privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under 
applicable law or may constitute as attorney work product. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified 
that any use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this communication in error, notify us immediately by telephone and (i) destroy this message if a facsimile or (ii) delete 
this message immediately if this is an electronic communication. Thank you. 
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McDonald’s 
Outdoor Digital 
Menu Boards 

 
Michelle Freeman, Project Manager 

Keyser Industries, McDonald’s ODMB Integrator 
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McDonald’s Request: Sign Code Amendment  
 

Request:  
 
McDonald’s ODMB (Outdoor Digital Menu Board) project is to replace 
the existing menu boards in the drive-thru with one (1) preview board 
and one (1) full menu board, per drive-thru lane. 
 

NSN Store Address Line #2 Store City ST 

3414 10600 HIGHLAND RD HARTLAND MI 
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McDonald’s Request: Sign Code Amendment  
 

New Menus Are: 
• An ordering device to help confirm orders 
• Smaller & Streamlined menus, simplified for our Customers 
• Static/Limited Motion - The main menu board remains static, with the 
exception of menu changes 3-4 times per day, can be controlled by 
restaurant. 
• Cleaner visuals, easier to read products, price and items 
• Dim automatically as the ambient light lessens, as well as switch to “night 
mode” controlled by an internal photocell.  The “night mode” replaces the 
black font/white background with a white font/black background…similar to 
a cell phone or navigation screen. 

 
Our New Menus Are NOT: 

• An advertising channel or billboard 
• Full video or motion to distract drivers or slow down our drive thru 
• Flashy, bright images or colors (i.e. Vegas-style) 
• Additional sound or speakers 
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ODMB’s 
 

• 55’’ Samsung TV’s 
• Inbuilt ambient light 

sensors 
• Light sensors dim the 

brightness of the screen 
based on the light 
surrounding it 

• Screens can dim from full 
brightness (2500 NIT), all 
the way down to 500 NIT 
to prevent excessive 
output (glare) in low light 
and night time 
environments 

• Double unit screen 
dimensions 58” W x 
47.7”H = 4.83’ W x 3.98’ H 
= 19ft2  
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Menu Board Designs 
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Menu Board Comparison and Benefits 

Pre-Existing Menu Boards 
 

Proposed Digital Menu Boards 
 

Size: • 42 ft2 Menu Board 
• 11 ft2 Pre Browse 

• 20ft2 Menu Board – Display Area Only 
(27ft2 including base/pole) 

• 10ft2 Pre-Browse – Display Area Only 
(14 ft2 including base/pole) 

• significantly smaller 

Lighting: • 56,850 Total Estimated Lumens 
• Not adjustable 

• From 8,565 Estimated Lumens to 32,910 
Lumens (preset to 500 nits – 2,500 nits; 
can be adjusted from within store)  

• 42% decrease in maximum Lumens 
• Ambient light sensors adjust to daylight 

reducing glare and preventing excessive 
light output 

• Easier to read; providing faster service 
and reduced queue for cars in drive-thru 
lanes 

Sustainability: • Use of florescent light bulbs and 
ballasts, as well as, plastics and 
paper inserts 

• Reduction in the carbon footprint and 
raw materials going to the landfill 

Upkeep/Maintenance: • Boards are no longer made and 
parts are not available 
 

• New standard drive-thru menu board for 
McDonald’s 
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Menu Boards – Existing vs. Proposed (Example) 
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Pre-Browse Boards – Existing vs. Proposed 
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Night View – Existing vs. Proposed 
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Size Examples – Existing v Proposed 
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NSN 3414 - 10600 HIGHLAND RD 
Drive-Thru Photos 
Existing vs. Proposed (Example) 

Existing 

Proposed (example) 36
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NSN 3414 - 10600 HIGHLAND RD 
Aerial View – Existing Location 

Not located on 
main road 

Not visible 
from main road 

Not in view of 
residential area 
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NSN 3414 - 10600 HIGHLAND RD 
Photo of Existing Layout/Proposed Plan 
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NSN 3414 - 10600 HIGHLAND RD 
Stamped Engineered Drawing  
Drive-Thru Sign – Pre-Browse (Single Panel) 
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NSN 3414 - 10600 HIGHLAND RD 
Stamped Engineered Drawing  
Drive-Thru Sign – Pre-Browse (Single Panel) 
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NSN 3414 - 10600 HIGHLAND RD 
Stamped Engineered Drawing  
Drive-Thru Sign – Menu Board (Double Panel) 
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NSN 3414 - 10600 HIGHLAND RD 
Stamped Engineered Drawing  
Drive-Thru Sign – Menu Board (Double Panel) 

42



| 18 

43



| 19 

Q & A 
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Hartland Township Draft Menu Board Ordinance  

 

Hartland Township Digital LED Menu Boards 

 

Existing Ordinance 

 

Section 5.26.8.D. 

Menu Board:  For an approved drive-through business, up to two (2) signs each no greater than 

thirty-two (32) square feet in total area and seven (7) square feet in height shall be permitted.  Such 

sign shall not be located in the front yard. 

 

Proposed Ordinance. 

 

Section 5.26.8.D Signs for Drive-Through Establishments 

i. Signs must be adjacent to the approved drive-through lane. 

ii. Signs must be for the purpose of placing an order, while patron is within their vehicle 

and maneuvering through the drive-through lane, and after placing such order, the 

patron will proceed to a window to pay for and receive their desired product. 

iii. Each business shall be permitted the amount of drive-through signs as outlined, per 

each approved drive-through lane. 

iv. Signs for drive-through establishments, the following sign regulations shall apply to 

the drive-through: 

a. One sign shall be permitted for each permitted drive-through lane and in a location, 

as outlined in this Section. 

b. The sign shall be permitted up to a maximum size of sixty-four (64) square feet in 

total area. 

c. The sign shall not exceed seven (7) feet in height. 

d. The sign shall not be located in the front yard of a public road or public street. 

e. The sign may either internally illuminated or have lights that otherwise comply with 

the Zoning Ordinance.  Signs shall not be light emitting diode (LED) changeable 

signs. 

v. For a restaurant or food service establishment business that were approved for a drive-

through lane, a digital light emitting diode (LED) changeable sign may be permissible 

instead and in lieu of a sign as outlined in Section iv in this Section, drive-through 

restaurants or food service establishments, subject to the following provisions: 

a. One sign shall be permitted for each permitted drive-through lane and in a location, 

as outlined in this Section. 

b. The sign shall not exceed forty (40) square feet in area. 

c. The sign shall not exceed six (6) feet in height. 

d. Electronic changeable message signs are prohibited for use on wall signs, 

monument signs, or other signs, except for permitted drive-in or drive-through 

restaurants boards, as permitted in this Section. 

e. Text or graphic shall not be animated, scrolling, or have continuous movement. 

f. Sign content may only change once per meal service, such as breakfast, lunch, 

dinner), except the sign may also change to reflect and indicate the patrons order. 

g. The sign shall not emit sound, audio messages, tones, or music, as outlined in 

Section 4.28.3. of the Zoning Ordinance. 
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Hartland Township Draft Menu Board Ordinance  

 

h. The sign shall not blink, flash, or have intermittent lights, or with illumination that 

has the change in light intensity. 

i. The sign shall have a maximum of 2,500 Nits during daylight hours and no more 

than 500 Nits at night. 

j. The sign shall include an auto dimming feature that reduces brightness at times 

when it is needed. 

k. The sign shall be turned off when the drive-in or drive-through service is closed to 

patrons. 

l. The sign will default to the off position when a malfunction in the sign is detected. 

m. The sign shall not be located in the front yard of a public road or public street. 
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