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Planning Commission Meeting Agenda 
Online via WebEx: https://hartlandtownship-214.my.webex.com/hartlandtownship-

214.my/j.php?MTID=m12366ccf2a0394fbe5eba5fdfe4e5242 
Thursday, February 25, 2021 

7:00 PM 

1.    Call to Order 
2.    Pledge of Allegiance 

3.    Roll Call 
4.    Approval of the Agenda 
5.    Approval of Meeting Minutes 
6.    Call to Public 

7.    Old and New Business 
a. Site Plan Application #20-013 Spicer’s Orchards 
b. Site Plan Application #21-002 Mackle’s Table and Taps 

8.    Call to Public 
9.    Planner's Report 

10.  Committee Reports 
11.  Adjournment 



In accordance with Public Act 228 of 2020, Hartland Township public meetings may be held virtually 
until further notice. 

Agendas and Minutes are published on the Hartland Township website at: 
https://www.hartlandtwp.com/meetings 

All virtual meetings of the Board of Trustees and Planning Commission are posted to Hartland 
Township’s YouTube page within 48 hours of the conclusion of said meetings at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQRFj949pT7c7PRasKMcFQ/videos 

The public may attend or participate in public comment at public meetings virtually, by following any of 
the steps below: 

 

Via WebEx (on-line meetings): https://hartlandtownship-214.my.webex.com/hartlandtownship-
214.my/j.php?MTID=m12366ccf2a0394fbe5eba5fdfe4e5242 

 

Via the WebEx app 

• Join a meeting, with meeting number: 182 170 6340 
• Enter the meeting password: HTWP18 (ensure there are no spaces before or after the password) 

Via a cellular phone: 

• Dial number 1-(415)-655-0001 
• When prompted enter meeting 182 170 6340, then press # 
• When prompted enter password: 489718, then press # 

Via a landline phone (US Tolls may apply): 

• Dial 1-415-655-0001 
• When prompted enter meeting ID: 182 170 6340, then press # 
• When prompted enter password: 489718, then press # 

 

Using WebEx Helpful Videos: 

How to Join a WebEx Video Conference Meeting: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE5FnEUKtaE 

Manage Audio and Visual Preferences for a WebEx Meeting: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VElbXzZCWjw 

 

https://www.hartlandtwp.com/meetings
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMQRFj949pT7c7PRasKMcFQ/videos
https://hartlandtownship-214.my.webex.com/hartlandtownship-214.my/j.php?MTID=m12366ccf2a0394fbe5eba5fdfe4e5242
https://hartlandtownship-214.my.webex.com/hartlandtownship-214.my/j.php?MTID=m12366ccf2a0394fbe5eba5fdfe4e5242
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fE5FnEUKtaE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VElbXzZCWjw


Hartland Township Planning Commission Meeting Agenda Memorandum 
 
 
Submitted By: Troy Langer, Planning Director 

Subject: Site Plan Application #20-013 Spicer’s Orchards 

Date: February 18, 2021 

 

Recommended Action 

 

Move to approve Site Plan Application #20-013, a request to amend the approved site plan and 

establish two (2) permanent outdoor seating/dining areas adjacent to the winery building at Spicer 

Orchards Farm Market, addressed as 10411 Clyde Road. Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. The applicant shall adequately address the outstanding items noted in the Planning Department’s 

memorandum, dated February 18, 2021, on the Construction Plan set, subject to an administrative 

review by the Planning staff prior to the issuance of a land use permit. 

 

2. Applicant complies with any requirements of the Department of Public Works Director and Hartland 

Deerfield Fire Authority and all other government agencies, as applicable. 

 

3. (Any other conditions the Planning Commission deems necessary) 

 

Discussion 

 

Applicant:  Alan Spicer 

 

Site Description 

Spicer Orchards Farm Market is located east of US-23, north of Clyde Road, and west of Hartland Road 

in Section 4 of Hartland Township. The farm operation is comprised of several parcels which are all 

zoned CA-Conservation Agricultural. The subject site (Parcel ID #4708-04-300-003) includes the farm 

market building, the winery with tasting room, and other buildings associated with the agricultural 

operations on the property. The parcel is approximately 28.5 acres in size. The Spicer Orchards operation 

is comprised of eight (8) parcels, with a combined area of approximately 253 acres. 

 

Overview and Background Information 
Spicer Orchards Farm Market, per the information submitted by the applicant, began in 1967 with the 

original farm market operating out of an existing barn. At that time, the farm market offered a small retail 

area, bakery and cider press. The business has expanded over the years to include a winery and wine 

tasting facility. The history is summarized below, as applicable to the current request. 

Conditional Use Permit Application #116 

On September 18, 1979, the Township Board approved Conditional Use Permit Application #116, to 

allow agricultural-related commercial activities at Spicer Orchards, which was considered a conditional 

use for AR-Agricultural and Residential. The subject site was zoned AR-Agricultural and Residential in 

1979. The Township records are unclear if the conditional use permit had an expiration date. Approval of 

CU #116 allowed a farm market that sells primarily food produced on a farm, and the sale of other items 

produced on other farms such as food items, related gifts and antiques. A site plan was provided showing 
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the layout of the farm operation and associated buildings in 1979. The farm market was housed in an 

existing barn, which is same building used today for the farm market. 

 

CU/SP #116 

On November 14, 1990, the Planning Commission approved a minor amendment to the plans under CU 

#116, for the addition of restrooms to the barn/farm market building. 

 

Small Wine Maker License Approval January 6, 2009 

Per the applicant’s explanation grape production began on the property in 2008, as another product grown 

on the farm facility. The intent was to start a winery as another business at Spicer Orchards. 

 

On January 6, 2009, the Township Board passed a resolution to approve the Liquor License Control 

Commission application for a new Small Wine Maker License for Spicer’s Orchard Winery, LLC at 

10411 Clyde Road, to operate a winery and tasting room. At that time, the wine tasting room was housed 

in the existing farm market building. 

Land Use Permit #8296 

On February 5, 2013, a land use permit was approved under LU #8296 for the construction of wine 

storage building, approximately 26 feet by 80 feet in size. The building is located east of the existing farm 

market building. Per the application, the intended use for the building was to store wine. 

 

Site Plan with Special Land Use Application #18-002 

In 2018, Spicer Orchards Farm Market applied for special land use approval for a farm market, with the 

inclusion of a winery and wine tasting room, as ancillary uses to the existing agricultural operation on the 

subject site (Site Plan with Special Land Use Application #18-002). 

 

On May 10, 2018, the Planning Commission recommended approval of Site Plan with Special Land Use 

Application #18-002, for the operation of a farm market with winery and wine tasting room, subject to the 

approval of the Township Board. At the same meeting, the Planning Commission approved Site Plan #18-

002, for the site components. 

 

On June 5, 2018, the Hartland Township Board approved Special Land Use Application #18-002 for 

Spicer Orchards Farm Market, with winery and wine tasting room, as ancillary uses to the existing 

agricultural operation. 

 

Land Use Permit #18-002 

On June 6, 2018 Land Use Permit #18-002 was approved for interior renovations to the commercial 

kitchen in the farm market building and interior improvements to the wine storage building, to create a 

wine tasting room. 

 

Special Event Permit (PSE) #20-013 (for temporary outdoor use) 

In July 2020, the Township issued PSE #20-013, as a special event permit for an outdoor seating/dining 

area at Spicer’s, as a temporary outdoor use. This type of special event permit was initiated by the 

Township in 2020 as a response to the COVID-19 crisis, to provide temporary outdoor seating areas that 

could accommodate spatial distancing for patrons. The special event permit for the temporary use is valid 

for 45 days, with the option of applying for an extension of the permit, prior to expiration, for an 

additional 45 days. PSE #20-013 has been extended four (4) times. The end date of the current extension 

is March 18, 2021, with the option of another extension. The applicant was informed at the time of the 

issuance of PSE #20-013 that inspections and approvals from other applicable government agencies is the 

responsibility of the applicant. 
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Request 

The applicant is requesting to amend the approved site plan (SP #18-002) to establish two (2) permanent 

outdoor seating/dining areas adjacent to the wine storage building. Following is a summary of the two (2) 

outdoor seating/dining areas. 

East Outdoor Service Area (as labeled per the submitted plan) 

The east outdoor seating/dining area is east of the wine storage building and is approximately 60 feet by 

105 feet, or 6,300 square feet in area. The area is adjacent to the existing paved parking lot and is defined 

by split rail fencing (42 inches in height). Ingress and egress access points are shown in the fencing. The 

ground surfacing is grass or gravel. 

West Outdoor Patio Area 

The west outdoor seating/dining area is located on the west side of the wine storage building, and adjacent 

to the existing paved parking area. The space is approximately 14 feet by 36 feet, or approximately 504 

square feet in area. The area is defined by white metal fencing (48 inches in height). Ingres and egress 

points are show in the fencing. The ground surfacing is wood chips. 

Approval Procedure 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – Applicable Site Standards 

The applicant is requesting to amend the approved site plan to establish two (2) permanent outdoor 

seating/dining areas adjacent to the wine storage building. Section 4.47 of the Zoning Ordinance outlines 

standards for outdoor seating and dining. 

A site plan application is required, to be reviewed by the Planning Commission, who will make a final 

decision on the site plan.  

The proposed project also requires a land use permit from the Township as well as applicable approvals 

from other government agencies. 

Site Description 

Spicer Orchards Farm Market is located east of US-23, north of Clyde Road, and west of Hartland Road 

in Section 4 of Hartland Township. The subject site (Parcel ID #4708-04-300-003) includes the farm 

market building, the winery with tasting room, and other buildings associated with the agricultural 

operations on the property. The parcel is approximately 28.5 acres in size. The two (2) proposed outdoor 

seating/dining areas are adjacent to the wine storage building. 

Impact Assessment 

An Impact Assessment was not required. 

Traffic Generation 

Traffic generation information was not required. 

Site Requirements 

Outdoor Seating and Dining (Sec. 4.47) – Standards & Operating Restrictions 
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STANDARDS 

Location 

 Required – All outdoor seating and dining shall be located immediately adjacent to the 

establishment with which it is associated; shall not encroach upon any public right-of-way; and a 

minimum five (5) feet of sidewalk shall be maintained free of tables and other encumbrances. 

 Proposed – Two (2) outdoor seating and dining areas (East and West); each area is directly 

adjacent to the wine storage building which houses the wine tasting room. Each area abuts the 

paved parking lot on one side. Ingress and egress access points are shown for each area. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 

Defined Area 

 Required – If alcoholic beverages are to be served, outdoor seating and dining areas must be 

enclosed by a barrier a minimum 3.5 feet above the ground; the barrier must be decorative and 

cannot restrict visibility; may be constructed of permanent or temporary materials that are 

compatible with the architectural character of the main establishment; and the barrier must meet 

all current fire codes, subject to review and approval of the Fire Marshal and must conform to the 

current Michigan Liquor Control Commission Rules and Regulations. 

 Proposed – East Area: wood split rail fencing; 3.5 feet in height. West Area: white metal fencing, 

four (4) feet in height. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes, subject to approvals by all applicable government agencies  

 Comment – (none) 

Capacity 

 Required – Outdoor seating and dining areas shall not exceed 25% of the seating for the 

establishment. In this case the wine tasting area/wine storage building has a total of 30 seats (16 

seats inside and 14 seats on the covered deck), thus 25% equates to a maximum of 8 seats in the 

outdoor seating and dining area.  

 Proposed – East Area: 12 picnic tables shown (size not specified); possibly 6 people per table = 

72 seats. West Area: 6-10 picnic tables proposed (size not specified); possibly 6 people per table 

= 36-60 seats. TOTAL (both areas) = 108 to 132 seats  

 Meets Requirement? – It is assumed that the 25% capacity limitation for outdoor seating is 

related to potential parking needs. Per Section 4.47, additional parking is not required to 

accommodate outdoor seating and dining spaces, however parking for this request is discussed in 

this staff memorandum under “Parking Spaces”. 

 Comment – (none) 

Screening 

 Required – Appropriate screening or fencing complimentary and aesthetically pleasing to the site 

shall be provided as determined necessary by the Planning Commission. 

 Proposed – White metal fencing and wood split-rail fencing used to define the outdoor seating 

and dining areas. 

 Meets Requirement? – TBD by the Planning Commission if additional screening is required. 

 Comment – (none) 
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Pedestrian Circulation 

 Required – The seating arrangement of outdoor seating and dining areas must comply with the 

State of Michigan Building Code and is subject to review and approval by the Hartland 

Township Fire Marshal.  

 Proposed – The seating plan for the West Area shows three (3) picnic tables, with the statement 

that 6-10 picnic tables could fit in this area. The seating plan for the East Area shows twelve (12) 

picnic tables. Neither seating plan is drawn to scale. 

 Meets Requirement? – The seating arrangement plan shall be reviewed under the land use permit 

application. 

 Comment – (none) 

Parking Spaces 

 Required – No additional parking spaces are required to accommodate outdoor seating and 

dining spaces. 

 Proposed – None proposed or required. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – Typically parking calculations are not computed for outdoor seating/dining areas. If 

computed, staff referred to the site plan, dated May 1, 2018 provided for SP #18-002 (Spicer 

Orchards Farm Market) that showed parking on the site. Information regarding the farm market 

building, winery building, and the two (2) proposed outdoor seating/dining areas were also part 

of the parking calculations. 

 

If applying the parking standard for retail use and a restaurant with sit-down type with liquor 

license (Section 5.8.4.H), the following calculations are provided: 

 

 REQUIRED: Retail: 1 space per each 300 SF of gross floor area; + Restaurant with sit-down 

type with liquor license: 22 parking spaces required per 1,000 square feet useable floor area; 

OR 0.6 spaces per seat, whichever is greater. 

 

o Retail (farm market building): 9,500 ÷ 300 = 32 parking spaces 

o Restaurant:  

Winery Building (wine tasting room) and deck – 1,143SF useable floor area = 25 spaces 

OR 0.6 x 30 seats = 18 spaces 

 

2 Proposed outdoor seating dining areas – 6,804 SF gross or 5,445 SF useable floor area 

= 119 parking spaces OR 0.6 x 132 seats = 79 parking spaces 

 

EQUATES TO: 176 parking spaces required 

 

 Existing parking (per May 1, 2018 plan): 55 paved and striped parking spaces by farm market 

and winery buildings plus 40 spaces in field; unmarked, northwest of farm market building; plus, 

extra parking could be accommodated on additional unpaved/field areas within the subject 

property (number unknown). It is anticipated sufficient parking can be provided. 
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Furniture 

 Required – Tables, chairs, table umbrellas, railings, planters, posts, and other items shall be of 

quality designs, materials, and workmanship to ensure safety and convenience of users and to 

enhance the visual and aesthetic quality of the area. All furniture must be made primarily of 

wood, metal, or a material of comparable quality. 

 Proposed – Plastic picnic tables (6-ft. and 8-ft. length) and some wooden picnic tables; colors not 

stated. Umbrellas and pop-up tents (red color primarily; some are blue) 

 Meets Requirement? – A review of the furniture will occur under the land use permit application. 

 Comment – Dissonant colors and advertising are not permitted. Earthtone colors are required. 

Waste Disposal 

 Required – Appropriate waste disposal containers shall be provided for the convenience and 

sanitary disposal of garbage or waste within and around outdoor seating and dining areas. 

Containers shall be complimentary to the style of furniture. 

 Proposed – Information was not provided. 

 Meets Requirement? – Staff review will occur under the land use permit application. 

 Comment – Dissonant colors and advertising are not permitted for waste containers. Earthtone 

colors are required. 

OPERATING RESTRICTIONS 

Hours of Operation 

 Required – All outdoor seating and dining areas shall be allowed to operate until 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday through Thursday and until 11:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday. All activities shall cease by 

the required times. 

 Proposed – Sunday Through Thursday until 10:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday until 11:00 p.m. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 

Season of Operation 

 Required – All outdoor and dining areas shall be allowed to operate from April 1st through 

November 15th of a given year. 

 Proposed – April 15th through November 15th; possibly using the West Outdoor Patio Area into 

December as weather allows. 

 Meets Requirement? – TBD by Planning Commission regarding the December end date 

 Comment – (none) 

Furniture Storage 

 Required – in the off-season from November 16th to March 31st of a given year, all furniture and 

items not fastened to the ground shall be removed and not stored outside. 

 Proposed – Applicant has been informed of the regulations. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 
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Lighting 

 Required – Additional lighting shall be designed and erected in accordance with Section 5.13, 

Lighting, of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 Proposed – Additional lighting is not proposed. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 

Noise 

 Required – No music, intercom, or other noise shall be permitted that impacts adjacent properties 

in accordance with the Township’s Nuisance Ordinance. 

 Proposed – Information was not provided regarding proposed music, intercom or other amplified 

systems. 

 Meets Requirement? – Applicant has been informed of the regulations. 

 Comment – (none) 

Patron Entrance and Exit 

 Required – Patron entrance and exit from the enclosed outdoor seating and dining area at 

establishments serving alcohol may only occur through the main establishment or an approved 

fire exit, as determined by the Fire Marshal. The approved fire exit shall have an alarm to alert 

the establishment in the event of unauthorized use when no emergency exists. 

 Proposed – Drawings were not provided for the gates (ingress/egress access points) 

 Meets Requirement? – TBD during the land use permit application with a review by the Hartland 

Township Fire Marshal. 

 Comment – (none) 

Food and Beverage Service 

 Required – All food and beverages shall be prepared within the main establishment. The service 

of alcoholic beverages is subject to the current Michigan Liquor Control Commission Rules and 

Regulations (MLCC). 

 Proposed – Applicant to secure all applicable permits and approvals. 

 Meets Requirement? – TBD by MLCC 

 Comment – (none) 

Display and Advertising 

 Required – No outdoor seating or dining area shall be used for the display or location of 

merchandise, advertising materials, or signage. No permitted canopy, awning, or umbrellas shall 

contain advertising material or signage, except umbrellas shall be permitted to include the name 

of the business and/or logo located at the outer edge of the fabric with a maximum width of six 

(6) inches. 

 Proposed – Applicant has been informed of the regulations. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 

Other Requirements-Zoning Ordinance Standards 

Nothing additional at this time. 
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Hartland Township DPW Review 

No comments at this time. 

Hartland Township Engineer’s Review (HRC) 

The request does not require review by the Township’s Engineer (Hubbell, Roth, and Clark).  

Hartland Deerfield Fire Authority Review 

The Fire Authority approves the project subject to the contingencies noted in the letter dated February 1, 

2021. 

Attachments 

1. Hartland Deerfield Fire Authority letter dated February 1, 2021 – PDF version only 

2. Applicant’s responses January 29, 2021 – PDF version only 

3. Applicant’s summary January 29, 2021 – PDF version only 

4. Spicer Orchards Farm Market Event Schedule, submitted in 2018 – PDF version only 

5. Outdoor service areas site plan January 29, 2021 – PDF version only 

6. Outdoor service areas site details – PDF version only 

7. MLCC License Area 1 – PDF version only 

8. Amended MLCC License Area 2 – PDF version only 

9. MLCC Commission Order Approval dated July 23, 2020 – PDF version only 

10. MLCC Commission Order Approval dated October 29, 2020 – PDF version only 

11. Site plan dated May 1, 2018 – PDF version only 

 

CC: 

HRC, Twp Engineer (via email) 

Mike Luce, Twp DPW Director (via email) 

A. Carroll, Hartland FD Fire Chief (via email) 

 
T:\PLANNING DEPARTMENT\PLANNING COMMISSION\2020 Planning Commission Activity\Site Plan Applications\SP #20-013 Spicers 

Outdoor Seating Areas\Staff report\SP #20-013 Spicer outdoor patios staff report 02.18.2021.docx 
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                      HARTLAND DEERFIELD FIRE AUTHORITY     

           FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE 
   Hartland Area Fire Dept.                                                     Voice: (810) 632-7676 
   3205 Hartland Road                                                               Fax: (810) 632-2176  
   Hartland, MI.  48353-1825                      E-Mail: jwhitbeck@hartlandareafire.com       

                                                                  
 

 
 
 

 
 
February 1, 2021 
 
To:  Hartland Township Planning Dept. 
 2655 Clark Road 
 Hartland MI 48353 
 
Re: Spicer’s Orchards 
 Outdoor Service Areas, SP #20-013 
 10411 Clyde Road 
 Fenton, MI  
 
 
After review, this office approves the Outdoor Service Areas documents received on February 1, 
2021 from Martha Wyatt, Hartland Township Office. 
 
1) The current fencing around the parcel to the west of the Winery is sufficient with the one gate for 

egress. There is no need to put another gate on the fencing that will lead to other adjustments 
such as a ramp or stairs and a railing. It is approved as is.  

 
2) For the parcel to the East of the Winery. It is at ground level, egress is not impeded in anyway 

and there isn’t a structure being put in the space so no need for an inspection. A conversation 
was had between Shannon Rowe and myself about propane heaters not being used under the 
tent if they choose to keep up the tent or make it permanent. The outdoor propane heaters are to 
be used only in open air situations and it is printed as such on the front of the manual. She 
understood and said they wouldn’t use them. 

 
3) Fire lane must be maintained in front of the Wine Tasting building. 

 
No further comments at this time. Any questions or concerns please let me know. 
 
Yours In Fire Safety, 

 
Jennifer Whitbeck 
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January 29, 2021  - Responses to questions asked by the planning department. 

Site Plan 

1. The submitted site plan shows (see attached) shows 2 different outdoor seating areas. Are 
both areas part of the current request for outdoor seating? Is the larger outdoor seating area 
open air or enclosed by a tent? 

Yes, both areas are part of the current request for outdoor seating. Both have been approved 
by the MLLC. For the most part, the larger outdoor seating area will primarily be open air.  
Tents are very expensive to rent or purchase and require a significant amount of maintenance. 
This past season we did have a tent for 2 or 3 weeks in only a portion of the area when it was 
later in the fall season and the weather turned cold.  In summer, we utilized small “pop up” 
tents and a few umbrellas to provide shade during the summer heat. I imagine that tents will be 
used on occasion and similarly in the future as needed for weather conditions. 

2. Additional details should be added to the site plan as follows: 

 Please state the dimensions of each outdoor seating area. 

West Outdoor Seating Area  14’ x 36’ directly adjacent to the West 

East Outdoor Seating Area  105’ x 60’ directly adjacent to the East 

 Please provide a seating plan for each outdoor area, showing tables and chairs. 

See Attached Diagrams 

 Please show the fencing around each outdoor dining area.  A picture of the style and type 
of fence with some dimensions would be sufficient. 

See attached Pictures 

 Please label what surfacing material is proposed in each outdoor seating area-concrete, 
asphalt, etc. 

See attached Diagram Descriptions 

 Please provide information on the tent, so that we may forward that to the Hartland 
Deerfield Fire Authority for their review. 

   The tent we previously used is rented and installed by a professional tent rental 
company.  The Hartland Deerfield Fire Authority inspected the tent we used this past fall. We do not 
know if we will use a tent this upcoming season as they are incredibly expensive to rent on a long 
term basis. We will make that decision on a year by year basis.   

 

Other 
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 Please provide a drawing of the boundary fence around each outdoor seating area,  with 
the fence height stated, and gates shown  (“If alcoholic beverages are to be served, 
outdoor seating and dining areas must be enclosed by a barrier a minimum 3.5 feet above 
the ground; the barrier must be decorative and cannot restrict visibility; may be constructed 
of permanent or temporary materials that are compatible with the architectural character of 
the main establishment; and the barrier must meet all current fire codes, subject to review 
and approval of the Fire Marshal and must conform to the current Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission Rules and Regulations”). 

Please see attached Diagram – Both outdoor areas have already been inspected and 
approved by MLCC. Both areas were inspected and approved by the Hartland Deerfield 
Fire Authority during the 2020 season.  

 Please provide information on the patio furniture, umbrellas, planters, etc.   Logos, signage, 
advertising are not permitted on such items. Dissonant colors are not permitted.  A picture 
from a sales brochure may be sufficient. 

Furniture is Plastic Picnic Tables. In the summer we used a few pop up tents and 
umbrellas.  Most are red, some are blue.  We purchased what was available at the time 
as there were many shortages due to high demand and low production during the 
pandemic.  

 Please provide the hours of operation of the outdoor seating areas. Per the ordinance, “all 
outdoor seating and dining areas shall be allowed to operate until 10:00 p.m. Sunday 
through Thursday and until 11:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday. All activities shall cease by the 
required times”. 

 
Farm Hours 9 am-7pm Regular Season  Winery 10am -7pm Regular Season 
Farm Hours 9am – 6 pm Off Season  Winery 11am -7pm Off Season 
 
-Outdoor services areas are not open after dark. Most of the season our business is not 
open after dark.  In winter when it gets dark earlier in the day, our outdoor areas are 
typically closed for the season. 
 
** These are the current hours and are subject to change. 

 Please state the intended Season of Operation of each outdoor seating area. Typically it is 
April 1 through November 15. 

The intended season of operation in a typical year would be April 15 to November 15. 
However, under circumstances, such as a pandemic, we would utilize these outdoor areas 
if needed. It is unlikely that we would use the larger area in the off season. We would also 
consider using the smaller patio area into December depending on weather conditions. 
This past year it was very warm into the middle of December and the few customers we 
had sat outside as required by pandemic regulations. The majority of customers do not 
want to sit outside unless they have no other choice.  

 Will there be any additional outdoor lighting for these areas? If yes, please provide 
information. All lighting shall be designed and erected in accordance with Section 5.13, 
Lighting, of the Zoning Ordinance. 

We do not intend on adding any additional outdoor lighting.  
12



ExplanaƟon of Outdoor Service Areas: 

 

In the spring of 2020 we began the process of planning for a permanent outdoor service area adjacent to the winery.  We have been 
licensed for one for many years but the licensed area was adjacent to the old winery locaƟon in the farm market and when we moved 
the winery to the new building we did not have the finances to fund the creaƟon of a new outdoor area.  We finally had saved enough 
money to apply and have to moved to be adjacent to the new winery building. We applied in July and were approved to move the ar-
ea.  It has been inspected and approved by MLCC.  

 

In the summer of 2020 MLCC offered a “2020 Limited Permanent Outdoor Service Area Permit” to help combat the spread of Covid19 
by moving operaƟons as outdoor as possible.  We applied and were approved for this addiƟonal space.   
 

In the Fall of 2020 MLCC offered a “2020 Limited Permanent Outdoor Service Area Permission Conversion Permit”. We applied and 
were approved for this permit.   

 

Our purpose and goal for taking these measures is to go above and beyond in complying first with the Governors ExecuƟve Orders and 
now with the orders from the State and Local Health department to combat the spread of the Coronavirus pandemic. Our purpose has 
always been to spread people out as much as possible and to keep everyone outdoors as much as possible. We feel that the measures 
taken have been very successful and discovered that our operaƟon worked more smoothly with these new measures in place.  We 
plan to keep many of these new ideas moving forward.  

 

As part of this process we have worked with Mr. Langer and Jenn Whitbeck from the Fire Department. We have appreciated the advice 
and guidance from the Fire Department. We have met with Ms. Whitbeck on three occasions and have made updates and changes 
based on her extensive knowledge.  We have been inspected by MLCC. We have been inspected by MDARD. We have been visited by 
the Livingston County Health Department as part their rouƟne inspecƟon of food vendors. We have passed inspecƟons.  All have been 
posiƟve and supporƟve of our plans.   
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Spicer Orchards  
Farm Market, Cider Mill, & Winery 

Spicer Orchards seeks to provide a family themed farm adventure experience 
while educating people about the production of basic foods.   
 
Farm Market is closed approximately 6 months of the year.  One of the biggest 
challenges we face is trying to employ seasonal help when only being open ½ the 
year.  It is difficult to retain and train staff for ½ the year.  It also means 6 months 
with no income. The Winery helps us to overcome some of those challenges. 
Although the winery is open year round, it is very slow in the winter months 
without the Family Fun Activities of the Pick Your Own Operation. 
 
Crops currently grown on our Farm Include:  Strawberries, Cherries, Blueberries, 
Peaches, Pears, Apricots, Apples, Pumpkins, Gourds, Squash, Corn, Hay, 
Tomatoes, Raspberries, Asparagus, Plums 
 
January - February 
Farm Market  
Closed 
Winery 
Open Thursday to Sunday 11 am to 6 pm 

Winery sells Cider/Donuts/Popular Farm Market Items along with Hard 
Cider, Wine that is produced at our Farm.  

Winery accepts private wine tasting parties.  Attendance is limited to 25 people. 
Parties are typically after regular hours from 7 pm to 9 pm.  

Winery hosts Small Events-- 1 to 2 times per month because the demand for 
private events are rare.  

Events range from Book Club, Painting Night, Euchre Tournament 
Attendance limited to 25 or less depending on the event. 

 
March – April  
Farm Market  
Closed 
Winery  
In Past years this was the same as January/February.   
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This year we are experimenting with being open 7 days a 11 to 6 during 
March and April.  We want to see if we can make enough money to keep 
employees year round.  It is difficult to train staff seasonally.  
 

May  
Farm Market Opens usually in Mid May depending on when the Strawberry crop 
comes in.  Strawberries have opened anywhere from May 25 to June 15 
depending on Mother Nature.  We usually open the market in Mid May because 
customers start calling to find out when Strawberries open.  We try to sell donuts 
and cider to help pay for the staff and use this as an opportunity to train seasonal 
staff.  
 
June, July, August 
Farm Market 
Open 8 am to 7 pm  - Summer Pick Your Own Hours- 
Farm Market Activities:  
 Wagon-Train Rides to the PYO Field 
 School/Child Care Farm Tours by appointment 
 Cider/Donuts/Fudge/Ice Cream available at the Farm Bakery 
 Fruit & Produce available - PYO or Ready Picked in the market.  
 Farm Animals and Playground are open 
 Farm Themed Birthday Parties (currently 15-20 per year) 
 Farm Themed Family/Group Events (currently 1-3 per year) 
 Farm Themed Weddings- Small Size 25-50  (1 per year) 
We are considering the idea of hosting a 5K Farm Themed Run in August which is 
a very slow summer month. We have a hard time retaining seasonal employees 
because we have to reduce hours from Mid-July to 2nd week of September. 
 
Winery 
Open 11 to 7 – Summer Hours 
 Seasonal Winery Café is open 11 am to 3pm 
 Café serves Sandwiches.  Everything is pre-cooked/prepared offsite and  

assembled in our small kitchen. We use our fruit/produce when we can. 
Winery accepts private wine tasting parties.  Attendance is limited to 25 people. 

Parties are typically after regular hour from 7 pm to 9 pm. 
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September, October 
Farm Market 
Open 9 am to 7pm 
Farm Market Activities In Addition to the Items Listed in June, July, August 
 Weekend activities begin After Labor Day which include: 
 Bounce Houses in the Playground (Vendor) 
 Corn Maze Opens 
 Additional Vendors offer food choices 
 Additional Vendors offer farm themed activities: ex. Face painting, Pony  

Rides, Artwork 
 1 Fall event:  Harvest Festival/Craft show  
 
Winery 
Open 11 am to 7pm 
 Same activities as previously listed.  
 
November 
Farm Market 
Open 9am to 6 pm 
All Farm Activities typically end.  Pick Your Own closes for the season 
 
Winery 
Open 11 am to 6pm 
Winery Café Closes for the Season, will reopen in June when Strawberries arrive. 
Winery offers same Private Event Opportunities 
 
December 
Farm Market 
Open Monday – Wednesday 9am to 6pm 
Open Thursday to Sunday 9am to 8pm or 9pm  
Farm Activities Include: 
 Santa’s Sleigh Workshop & Precut Christmas Tree Farm Opens 
 
Winery  
Same as November 

16



Fall 2020 Temporary 

Outdoor Service  

Area 

West Outdoor Patio Area— 

 East Outdoor Service Area 
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Explanation of Outdoor Service Areas: 

 

In the spring of 2020 we began the process of planning for a permanent outdoor service area adjacent to the winery.  We have been 

licensed for one for many years but the licensed area was adjacent to the old winery location in the farm market and when we moved 

the winery to the new building we did not have the finances to fund the creation of a new outdoor area.  We finally had saved enough 

money to apply and have to moved to be adjacent to the new winery building. We applied in July and were approved to move the ar-

ea.  It has been inspected and approved by MLCC.  

 

In the summer of 2020 MLCC offered a “2020 Limited Permanent Outdoor Service Area Permit” to help combat the spread of Covid19 

by moving operations as outdoor as possible.  We applied and were approved for this additional space.   

 

In the Fall of 2020 MLCC offered a “2020 Limited Permanent Outdoor Service Area Permission Conversion Permit”. We applied and 

were approved for this permit.   

 

Our purpose and goal for taking these measures is to go above and beyond in complying first with the Governors Executive Orders and 

now with the orders from the State and Local Health department to combat the spread of the Coronavirus pandemic. Our purpose has 

always been to spread people out as much as possible and to keep everyone outdoors as much as possible. We feel that the measures 

taken have been very successful and discovered that our operation worked more smoothly with these new measures in place.  We 

plan to keep many of these new ideas moving forward.  

 

As part of this process we have worked with Mr. Langer and Jenn Whitbeck from the Fire Department. We have appreciated the advice 

and guidance from the Fire Department. We have met with Ms. Whitbeck on three occasions and have made updates and changes 

based on her extensive knowledge.  We have been inspected by MLCC. We have been inspected by MDARD. We have been visited by 

the Livingston County Health Department as part their routine inspection of food vendors. We have passed inspections.  All have been 

positive and supportive of our plans.   
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105 x 60 West Patio Service Area 

14 x 35 
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14 ft 

35 ft 

Entry Gate 

Exit G
ate

 

We fenced in a small area east of the winery between the parking lot 

and paved walking path.  Due to social distancing requirement there 

are currently 3 tables 10 feet apart. In the future 6-10 picnic tables can 

fit in this area depending on the size of the table.  The fencing is white 

metal fencing similar to what you would see around a pool. It currently 

has a green wind screen to help block a little bit of wind during cold 

weather. The fence is 48” tall. Wood Chip footing is currently in use.  

 

 

Wood Chip Footing 

West Patio Service Area 
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Current Licensed Establishment 

70 x 36 

West Patio Service Area 

36 x 14 

Ingress 

Egress 

Fencing is 48 in in height 

White “Pool” like  metal fencing 

Scaled Drawing 

Ingress 

Egress 

East Outdoor Service Area 

105 x 60 

Fencing is 42 in in height 

Wood split rail fencing, 
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Ingress 

Egress 

East Outdoor Service Area 

This service area is directly adjacent on the east side of the 

winery in open field. Fencing is like the fencing shown in this 

picture below, which is split rail wood fencing.  It is 42” high. 

Footing is grass or gravel.  Part of the fencing is permanent 

and part of it is temporary. 
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In both outdoor areas we are currently using plastic picnic tables. 

Some are 6ft length, but most are 8 ft length.  We do still have 

some older wooden picnic tables in use.  

During the summer we used both umbrellas and pop up tents to 

provide shade.  During the pandemic we had to use what we could 

get at that time because of shortages. We try to get red to match 

the décor of the farm, but we have a few blue because that is all 

that was available at the time.  
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105 x 60 West PaƟo Service Area 

14 x 35 
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14 Ō 

35 Ō 

Entry Gate 

Exit Gate 

We fenced in a small area east of the winery between the parking lot 
and paved walking path.  Due to social distancing requirement there 
are currently 3 tables 10 feet apart. In the future 6-10 picnic tables can 
fit in this area depending on the size of the table.  The fencing is white 
metal fencing similar to what you would see around a pool. It currently 
has a green wind screen to help block a liƩle bit of wind during cold 
weather. The fence is 48” tall. Wood Chip fooƟng is currently in use.  

 

 

Wood Chip FooƟng 

West PaƟo Service Area 
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Current Licensed Establishment 

70 x 36 

West PaƟo Service Area 

36 x 14 

Ingress 

Egress 

Fencing is 48 in in height 

White “Pool” like  metal fencing 

Scaled Drawing 

Ingress 

Egress 

East Outdoor Service Area 

105 x 60 

Fencing is 42 in in height 

Wood split rail fencing, 
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Ingress 

Egress 

East Outdoor Service Area 

This service area is directly adjacent on the east side of the 
winery in open field. Fencing is like the fencing shown in this 
picture below, which is split rail wood fencing.  It is 42” high. 
FooƟng is grass or gravel.  Part of the fencing is permanent 
and part of it is temporary. 
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In both outdoor areas we are currently using plasƟc picnic tables. 
Some are 6Ō length, but most are 8 Ō length.  We do sƟll have 
some older wooden picnic tables in use.  

During the summer we used both umbrellas and pop up tents to 
provide shade.  During the pandemic we had to use what we could 
get at that Ɵme because of shortages. We try to get red to match 
the décor of the farm, but we have a few blue because that is all 
that was available at the Ɵme.  
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 THIS LICENSE SUPERSEDES ANY AND ALL OTHER LICENSES ISSUED PRIOR TO JULY 23, 2020 

BUSINESS ID: 215684 FILE NUMBER: L215684  
SPICER'S ORCHARD WINERY, LLC 

D/B/A SPICER'S ORCHARD WINERY 
 

 

   

10411 CLYDE RD,   

FENTON, MI 48430-9582 

 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY 

L-265 

HARTLAND TWP 

 

 

 

LICENSE # LICENSE:  ACT: 

L-000180100 Small Wine Maker   

  

    

L-000417937 On-Premises Tasting Room Permit   

  

    

L-000435770 Direct Shipper   

  

    

 

TOTAL BARS:   

DIRECT-CONNECTIONS: 3 

 

OUTDOOR SERVICE AREA: 1 

PASSENGERS:    

ROOMS:   

 

PERMIT  

Direct Connection(3), Outdoor Service Area(1), Sunday Sales (AM) 
 

 
 
 

s

LICENSE EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2020 - EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2021 

2020 
2021 
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SPICER'S ORCHARD WINERY, LLC 

SPICER'S ORCHARD WINERY 

  

10411 CLYDE RD,   

FENTON, MI 48430-9582 
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 THIS LICENSE SUPERSEDES ANY AND ALL OTHER LICENSES ISSUED PRIOR TO OCTOBER 29, 2020 

BUSINESS ID: 215684 FILE NUMBER: L215684  
SPICER'S ORCHARD WINERY, LLC 

D/B/A SPICER'S ORCHARD WINERY 
 

 

   

10411 CLYDE RD,   

FENTON, MI 48430-9582 

 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY 

L-265 

HARTLAND TWP 

 

 

 

LICENSE # LICENSE:  ACT: 

L-000180100 Small Wine Maker   

  

    

L-000417937 On-Premises Tasting Room Permit   

  

    

L-000435770 Direct Shipper   

  

    

 

TOTAL BARS: 0 

DIRECT-CONNECTIONS: 3 

 

OUTDOOR SERVICE AREA: 2 

PASSENGERS:    

ROOMS:   

 

PERMIT  

Direct Connection(3), Outdoor Service Area(1), Sunday Sales (AM), Outdoor Service Area(1) 
 

 
 
 

s

LICENSE EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2020 - EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2021 

2020 
2021 
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SPICER'S ORCHARD WINERY, LLC 

SPICER'S ORCHARD WINERY 

  

10411 CLYDE RD,   

FENTON, MI 48430-9582 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 

 
* * * * * 

 
 
 
In the matter of the request of 
SPICER’S ORCHARD WINERY, LLC 
10411 Clyde Rd 
Fenton, MI 48430-9582 
 
Hartland Township 
Livingston County  

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
Request ID No. 2007-09465 

 

 At the July 23, 2020 meeting of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission in 

Lansing, Michigan. 

 
PRESENT: Pat Gagliardi, Chair 

Dennis Olshove, Commissioner  
     Geralyn A. Lasher, Commissioner 

 

OUTDOOR SERVICE PERMISSION APPROVAL ORDER 

 

Spicer’s Orchard Winery, LLC (“licensee”) has filed an application for authorization 

for the outdoor sale, service, and consumption of alcoholic beverages in an area 

measuring up to 14’ x 36’ located directly adjacent to the licensed premises and which is 

well-defined and clearly marked.  

Article IV, Section 40, of the Michigan Constitution (1963), permits the legislature 

to establish a Liquor Control Commission, which shall exercise complete control of the 

alcoholic beverage traffic within this state, including the retail sales thereof, subject to 

statutory limitations.  MCL 436.1201(2) provides the Commission with the sole right, 

power, and duty to control the alcoholic beverage traffic and traffic in other alcoholic liquor 

within this state, including the manufacture, importation, possession, transportation and 

sale thereof. 
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Request ID No. 2007-09465 
Page 2 
 
 

Commission records reflect the licensee is the holder of 2020 Small Wine Maker 

license with On-Premises Tasting Room Permit, (3) Direct Connections, Sunday Sales 

Permit (A.M.), and Outdoor Service (1 Area), located at the above noted address. 

The requirements for outdoor service pursuant to rule R 436.1419(1) are that the 

licensee shall not have outdoor service without the prior written approval of the 

Commission, and that the on-premises licensee shall ensure that the area is well-defined 

and clearly marked and they shall not sell or allow the consumption of alcoholic liquor 

outdoors, except in the defined area.  

 After reviewing the file and discussion of the issues at the meeting, the 

Commission finds that all the requirements have been met and this request should be 

approved.  

 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 

A. Approval and completion of this request is subject to receipt of the following: 

1. Final inspection by Enforcement to determine the Outdoor Service area 

has been constructed as proposed and is well-defined and clearly 

marked. 

B. The licensee’s request for authorization for the outdoor sale, service, and 

consumption of alcoholic beverages in an area measuring up to 14’ x 36’ located 

directly adjacent to the licensed premises, and which is well-defined and clearly 

marked is APPROVED subject to the following: 

1. The outdoor service area approved by the Commission is part of the licensed 

premises and the licensee must comply with all requirements of the Michigan 

Liquor Control Code and administrative rules in relation to the approved 

outdoor service area. 

2. The licensee will not permit the sale, service, or consumption of alcoholic liquor 

outdoors, except in the well-defined and clearly marked area pursuant to the 

provisions of administrative rule R 436.1419(1) and (2). 

3. The licensee shall take all necessary actions to ensure the health, safety and 

welfare of all patrons and guests. 
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Request ID No. 2007-09465 
Page 3 
 
 

4. The licensee shall not allow alcoholic beverages purchased for consumption in 

this proposed Outdoor Service area to be removed from and taken to any 

adjacent unlicensed area(s). 

5. The licensee is prohibited from allowing the sale, service, possession or 

consumption of alcoholic beverages in any portion of the approved outdoor 

service area designated for the playing of sporting activities or for sporting 

events, including any break or intermission. 

C. Pursuant to administrative rule R 436.1050, this approval is valid for two (2) years 

from the date of this approval order unless the Commission has been provided 

with a notice of pending litigation involving the application. 

D. The licensee has a continuing duty to provide the commission with up-to-date 

contact information and must notify the Commission in writing of any changes to 

its mailing address, phone numbers, electronic mail address, and other contact 

information it provides the Commission, pursuant to administrative rule R 

436.1048(2). 

E. Under administrative rule R 436.1003(1), the licensee shall comply with all state 

and local building, plumbing, zoning, sanitation, and health laws, rules, and 

ordinances as determined by the state and local law enforcement officials who 

have jurisdiction over the licensee.  Under administrative rule R 436.1003(2), a 

licensee shall not use a license at the licensed premises unless a temporary or 

permanent certificate of occupancy has been issued by the local unit of 

government having jurisdiction over the location of the licensed premises or the 

licensed premises complies with administrative rule R 436.1003(1).  Approval by 

the Michigan Liquor Control Commission does not waive these requirements. The 

licensee must obtain all other required state and local licenses, permits, and 

approvals before opening the business for operation. 

F. Failure to comply with all laws and rules may result in the revocation of the approval 

contained in this order. 
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Request ID No. 2007-09465 
Page 4 
 
 
 MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 

 

  

 Pat Gagliardi, Chair 

 

 

 
 Dennis Olshove, Commissioner 

 

 

 
 Geralyn A. Lasher, Commissioner 

 

 

 

J2 

 

Date Mailed: 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 

 
* * * * * 

 
 
 
In the matter of the request of 
SPICER’S ORCHARD WINERY, LLC 
10411 Clyde Rd 
Fenton, MI 48430-9582 
 
Livingston County 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
Request ID No.   2010-14442 

 

 At the October 29, 2020 meeting of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission in 

Lansing, Michigan. 

 

PRESENT: Pat Gagliardi, Chair 
Dennis Olshove, Commissioner  

     Geralyn A. Lasher, Commissioner 
 

OUTDOOR SERVICE PERMISSION APPROVAL ORDER 
   

 Spicer’s Orchard Winery, LLC (“licensee”) has filed an application to request for 

authorization for the outdoor sale, service, and consumption of alcoholic beverages in an 

area measuring up to 105’ x 60’, located directly adjacent to the licensed premises, and 

which is well-defined and clearly marked; request to cancel the Limited Permanent 

Outdoor Service Area. 

Article IV, Section 40, of the Michigan Constitution (1963), permits the legislature 

to establish a Liquor Control Commission, which shall exercise complete control of the 

alcoholic beverage traffic within this state, including the retail sales thereof, subject to 

statutory limitations.  MCL 436.1201(2) provides the Commission with the sole right, 

power, and duty to control the alcoholic beverage traffic and traffic in other alcoholic liquor 

within this state, including the manufacture, importation, possession, transportation and 

sale thereof. 
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Request ID No. 2010-14442 
Page 2 
 
 

Commission records reflect that the licensee is the holder of 2020 Small Wine 

Maker and Direct Shipper licenses with (3) Direct Connections, Sunday Sales Permit 

(A.M.), and Outdoor Service (1 Area) located at the above noted address. 

The requirements for outdoor service pursuant to rule R 436.1419(1) are that the 

licensee shall not have outdoor service without the prior written approval of the 

Commission, and that the on-premises licensee shall ensure that the area is well-defined 

and clearly marked and they shall not sell or allow the consumption of alcoholic liquor 

outdoors, except in the defined area.  

The applicant is authorized to do business in Michigan, as required under MCL 

436.1535 for licensure. 

The Commission finds that it has considered the provisions as required in 

administrative rule R 436.1105 in the consideration of this request. 

After reviewing the file and discussion of the issues at the meeting, the 

Commission finds that all the requirements have been met and this request should be 

approved.  

 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 

A. The licensee’s request for authorization for the outdoor sale, service, and 

consumption of alcoholic beverages in an area measuring up to 105’ x 60’, 

located directly adjacent to the licensed premises, and which is well-defined 

and clearly marked, is APPROVED subject to the following: 

1. The outdoor service area must comply with all requirements, including 

but not limited to, reduced occupancy and social distancing 

requirements under any current Executive Order, any local health 

department orders, and any local ordinances related to the 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. 

2. The licensee shall notify the Commission in writing, and receive 

Commission approval, prior to making any changes to the size of the 

approved outdoor service area. 
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Request ID No. 2010-14442 
Page 3 
 
 

3. The outdoor service area approved by the Commission is part of the 

licensed premises and the licensee must comply with all requirements of 

the Michigan Liquor Control Code and administrative rules in relation to the 

approved outdoor service area. 

4. The licensee will not permit the sale, service, or consumption of alcoholic 

liquor outdoors, except in the well-defined and clearly marked area pursuant 

to the provisions of administrative rule R 436.1419(1). 

5. The licensee must not allow alcoholic beverages purchased for 

consumption in the outdoor service area approved in this order to be 

removed from and taken to any adjacent unlicensed area(s). 

6. The licensee is prohibited from allowing the sale, service, possession or 

consumption of alcoholic beverages in any portion of the approved outdoor 

service area designated for the playing of sporting activities or for sporting 

events, including any break or intermission. 

7. The licensee must not allow alcoholic beverages purchased for 

consumption in the outdoor service area approved in this order to be taken 

into any area(s) that is being used for parking where sale, service, and 

consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited.  

8. The licensee must take all necessary actions to ensure the health, safety 

and welfare of all patrons and guests. 

B. The licensee has a continuing duty to provide the Commission with up-to-date 

contact information and must notify the Commission in writing of any changes 

to its mailing address, phone numbers, electronic mail address, and other 

contact information it provides the Commission, pursuant to administrative rule 

R 436.1048(2). 

C. Under administrative rule R 436.1003(1), the licensee shall comply with all state 

and local building, plumbing, zoning, sanitation, and health laws, rules, and 

ordinances as determined by the state and local law enforcement officials who 

have jurisdiction over the licensee.  Under administrative rule R 436.1003(2), a 

licensee shall not use a license at the licensed premises unless a temporary or 
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Page 4 
 
 

permanent certificate of occupancy has been issued by the local unit of 

government having jurisdiction over the location of the licensed premises or the 

licensed premises complies with administrative rule R 436.1003(1).  Approval 

by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission does not waive these 

requirements. The licensee must obtain all other required state and local 

licenses, permits, and approvals before opening the business for operation. 

D. Failure to comply with all laws and rules may result in the revocation of the 

approval contained in this order. 

 

 MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
 

  

 Pat Gagliardi, Chair 
 

 

 
 Dennis Olshove, Commissioner 

 
 

 
 Geralyn A. Lasher, Commissioner 

 
 

 

J2 
 
Date Mailed:  October 29, 2020 
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Hartland Township Planning Commission Meeting Agenda Memorandum 
 
 
Submitted By: Troy Langer, Planning Director 

Subject: Site Plan Application #21-002 Mackle’s Table and Taps 

Date: February 18, 2021 

 

Recommended Action 

 

Move to approve Site Plan Application #21-002, a request to amend the approved site plan and expand 

an existing outdoor seating/dining area for Mackle’s Table and Taps, by adding four (4) tables with 

sixteen (16) seats, at 1774 Old US-23, in Hartland Town Center. Approval is subject to the following 

conditions: 

 

1. The applicant shall adequately address the outstanding items noted in the Planning Department’s 

memorandum, dated February 18, 2021, on the Construction Plan set, subject to an administrative 

review by the Planning staff prior to the issuance of a land use permit. 

 

2. Applicant complies with any requirements of the Department of Public Works Director and Hartland 

Deerfield Fire Authority and all other government agencies, as applicable. 

 

3. (Any other conditions the Planning Commission deems necessary) 

 

Discussion 

 

Applicant:  Joe Mackle 

 

Site Description 

Hartland Town Center, located east of Old US-23 and south of M-59 in Section 28 of Hartland Township, 

is comprised of four parcels, two of which are developed with retail/commercial buildings (western two 

parcels), and two of which are vacant (eastern two parcels). The commercial center is approximately 12.6 

acres in size and is zoned GC-General Commercial. The two (2) developed parcels are labeled as Parcel A 

and Parcel B on the Hartland Town Center 2005 site plan. Each parcel has a multi-tenant building and 

associated parking. 

 

Mackle’s Table and Taps is located in Parcel B (Parcel ID #4708-28-100-028), in the northern tenant 

space of the building, and addressed as 1774 Old US-23. The restaurant is approximately 8,280 square 

feet in size, with an additional 900 square feet dedicated to an existing outdoor seating and dining area on 

the north side of the building, which has an awning over the dining area. 

 

Overview and Background Information 
 

Site Plan Application #261 

The commercial development was approved in 1999 under Site Plan Application #261. The site was 

zoned PDLI-Planned Development Light Industrial at that time and three buildings were shown on the 

plans. There is very little documentation regarding uses permitted or dimensional standards for the 

planned development. 
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SP#21-002 Mackle’s Outdoor Dining Areas 

February 18, 2021 

Page 2 

 

Land Use Permit #2001-5834 

On October 31, 2001 Land Use Permit #2001-5834 was approved for the construction of the subject 

building. 

 

Site Plan Application #388 

On May 26, 2005, the Planning Commission considered SP #388 and determined the request to be a 

major change to the original site plan approved under SP #261. The proposed modifications were to add 

an outdoor seating/dining area between the Parcel A and B, to serve the McGurrin’s Irish Pub (currently 

Mackle’s Table and Taps); add dumpster capacity; and to approve an existing outside cooler. These 

improvements were subsequently reviewed under separate applications. 

 

Rezoning Application #341 

In 2009 Rezoning #341 was approved to rezone subject site (12.6 acres) from PDLI-Planned 

Development Light Industrial to GC-General Commercial. The site plan used for REZ #341, dated May 

12, 2005, is used for reference for the current request. 

 

Site Plan Application #406 

SP #406 included a request to add dumpster capacity and add a screen wall at the east end of the common 

area between the two (2) multi-tenant buildings (on Parcel A and B). The Planning Commissioner 

determined this request to be a minor change to SP #261. SP #406 was approved by the Planning 

Commission on November 17, 2005. 

 

Site Plan Application #441 

In 2007, the Planning Commission reviewed the proposed seasonal outdoor seating area on the north side 

of McGurrin’s Irish Pub (currently Mackle’s), under SP #$441. This request was determined by the 

Planning Commission to be a minor change to SP #261 and approved the request on June 28, 2007. 

 

Land Use Permit #7836 

On April 29, 2008, Land Use Permit #7836 was approved for the outdoor seating/dining area that was 

approved under SP #441. 

 

Special Event Permit (PSE) #20-007 (for temporary outdoor use) 

In June 2020, PSE #20-007 was issued, as a special event permit for an expanded outdoor seating/dining 

area for Mackle’s Table and Taps, as a temporary outdoor use. This type of special event permit was 

initiated by the Township in 2020 as a response to the COVID-19 crisis, to provide temporary outdoor 

seating areas that could accommodate spatial distancing for patrons. The special event permit (for 

temporary outdoor use) is valid for 45 days, with the option of applying for an extension of the permit, 

prior to expiration, for an additional 45 days. PSE #20-007 has been extended three (3) times. PSE #20-

007 expired on December 8, 2020. Inspections and approvals from other applicable government agencies 

are the responsibility of the applicant. 

 

Request 

The applicant is requesting to amend the approved site plan to expand the footprint of the existing outdoor 

seating/dining area at Mackle’s Table and Taps and add four (4) tables and sixteen (16) seats. This would 

be considered a permanent outdoor seating/dining area. The existing outdoor seating/dining area is 

covered by an awning and fenced at the perimeter. This area is approximately nine (9) feet by forty-five 

(45) feet, or 405 square feet, and has 42 seats. 
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The proposed patio area extends eastward from the existing patio and is open air, with perimeter fencing 

to match the existing fencing. The patio dimensions are nine (9) feet by twenty (20) feet, or 180 square 

feet. Four (4) tables and sixteen (16) seats are proposed in this area. The floor surfacing is concrete in 

both areas. 

Approval Procedure 

SITE PLAN REVIEW – Applicable Site Standards 

The applicant is requesting to amend the approved site plan to expand the existing outdoor seating/dining 

area at Mackle’s Table and Taps, by adding approximately 180 square feet of open-air dining area, with 

four (4) tables and sixteen (16) seats, as a permanent dining area. Section 4.47 of the Zoning Ordinance 

outlines standards for outdoor seating and dining. 

A site plan application is required to be reviewed by the Planning Commission who will make a final 

decision on the site plan.  

The proposed project also requires a land use permit from the Township as well as applicable approvals 

from other government agencies. 

Site Description 

Mackle’s Table and Taps is located in the multi-tenant building on Parcel B (Parcel ID #4708-28-100-

028), in the northern tenant space of the building, and addressed as 1774 Old US-23. The proposed 

expanded outdoor seating/dining area is on the north side of the multi-tenant building, directly adjacent to 

Mackle’s Table and Taps. 

Impact Assessment 

An Impact Assessment was not required. 

Traffic Generation 

Traffic generation information was not required. 

Site Requirements 

Outdoor Seating and Dining (Sec. 4.47) – Standards & Operating Restrictions 

STANDARDS 

Location 

 Required – All outdoor seating and dining shall be located immediately adjacent to the 

establishment with which it is associated; shall not encroach upon any public right-of-way; and a 

minimum five (5) feet of sidewalk shall be maintained free of tables and other encumbrances. 

 Proposed – The proposed expanded outdoor seating/dining area connects to the restaurant’s 

existing outdoor seating/dining area, which is directly adjacent to and accessed from Mackle’s. 

Five (5) foot wide access is provided. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 

Defined Area 

 Required – If alcoholic beverages are to be served, outdoor seating and dining areas must be 

enclosed by a barrier a minimum 3.5 feet above the ground; the barrier must be decorative and 

cannot restrict visibility; may be constructed of permanent or temporary materials that are 
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compatible with the architectural character of the main establishment; and the barrier must meet 

all current fire codes, subject to review and approval of the Fire Marshal and must conform to the 

current Michigan Liquor Control Commission Rules and Regulations MLLC). 

 Proposed – 42” tall black, metal fencing is proposed to define the expanded patio area and 

matches the existing patio fencing. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes, subject to approvals by all applicable government agencies. 

 Comment – (none) 

Capacity 

 Required – Outdoor seating and dining areas shall not exceed 25% of the seating for the 

establishment. In this case there are 168 seats inside the restaurant building; thus 25% equates to 

a maximum of 42 seats in the outdoor seating/dining area.  

 Proposed – 42 seats in existing outdoor seating/dining area PLUS 16 proposed seats in new patio 

area; EQUATES TO: 58 seats 

 Meets Requirement? – It is assumed that the 25% capacity limitation for outdoor seating is 

related to potential parking needs. Per Section 4.47, additional parking is not required to 

accommodate outdoor seating and dining spaces, however parking for this request is discussed in 

this staff memorandum under “Parking Spaces”. 

 Comment – (none) 

Screening 

 Required – Appropriate screening or fencing complimentary and aesthetically pleasing to the site 

shall be provided as determined necessary by the Planning Commission. 

 Proposed – Black metal fencing is used to define the outdoor seating/dining area and matches 

existing fencing. 

 Meets Requirement? – TBD by the Planning Commission if additional screening is required. 

 Comment – an existing masonry screen wall is provided at the east end of the sidewalk area 

between the two multi-tenant buildings. 

Pedestrian Circulation 

 Required – The seating arrangement of outdoor seating and dining areas must comply with the 

State of Michigan Building Code and is subject to review and approval by the Hartland 

Township Fire Marshal.  

 Proposed – A seating plan is not provided for the proposed area. 

 Meets Requirement? – The seating arrangement plan shall be reviewed under the land use permit 

application. 

 Comment – (none) 

Parking Spaces 

 Required – No additional parking spaces are required to accommodate outdoor seating and 

dining spaces. 

 Proposed – None proposed or required. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – Typically parking calculations are not computed for outdoor seating/dining areas. If 

computed, staff referred to the Hartland Town Center 2005 Site Plan which provides parking 

calculations for the commercial center (parking to accommodate both multi-tenant buildings). 
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Per the plan, 135 parking spaces are required, and 203 parking spaces are provided (68 extra 

parking spaces).  

 

If applying the parking standard for a restaurant with sit-down type with liquor license (Section 

5.8.4.H), the following calculations are provided: 

 

REQUIRED: 22 parking spaces required per 1,000 square feet useable floor area; OR 

0.6 spaces per seat, whichever is greater. 

Useable Floor Area: 405 SF (existing) + 180 SF (proposed) = 585 SF; 0.585 SF x 22 

spaces = 13 parking spaces required; OR 

Number of seats x 0.6 

58 seats x 0.6 = 35 parking spaces required 

 

The 2005 site plan shows 203 parking spaces, which equates to 68 parking spaces above 

the minimum number required. Using the parking calculations above, with 35 parking 

spaces potentially allotted to the Mackle’s outdoor seating/dining area (existing + 

proposed), there is sufficient parking, plus an additional 33 parking spaces (68-35 = 33 

spaces). 

Furniture 

 Required – Tables, chairs, table umbrellas, railings, planters, posts, and other items shall be of 

quality designs, materials, and workmanship to ensure safety and convenience of users and to 

enhance the visual and aesthetic quality of the area. All furniture must be made primarily of 

wood, metal, or a material of comparable quality. 

 Proposed – Black metal tables and chairs to match existing furniture.  

 Meets Requirement? – Yes  

 Comment – (none) 

Waste Disposal 

 Required – Appropriate waste disposal containers shall be provided for the convenience and 

sanitary disposal of garbage or waste within and around outdoor seating and dining areas. 

Containers shall be complimentary to the style of furniture. 

 Proposed – Information was not provided. 

 Meets Requirement? – Staff review will occur under the land use permit application. 

 Comment – Dissonant colors are not permitted for waste containers.  

OPERATING RESTRICTIONS 

Hours of Operation 

 Required – All outdoor seating and dining areas shall be allowed to operate until 10:00 p.m. 

Sunday through Thursday and until 11:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday. All activities shall cease by 

the required times. 

 Proposed – Sunday Through Thursday until 10:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday until 11:00 p.m. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 
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Season of Operation 

 Required – All outdoor and dining areas shall be allowed to operate from April 1st through 

November 15th of a given year. 

 Proposed – March through October 

 Meets Requirement? – TBD by Planning Commission regarding the March starting date. 

 Comment – (none) 

Furniture Storage 

 Required – in the off-season from November 16th to March 31st of a given year, all furniture and 

items not fastened to the ground shall be removed and not stored outside. 

 Proposed – Applicant has been informed of the regulations. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 

Lighting 

 Required – Additional lighting shall be designed and erected in accordance with Section 5.13, 

Lighting, of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 Proposed – Additional lighting is not proposed. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 

Noise 

 Required – No music, intercom, or other noise shall be permitted that impacts adjacent properties 

in accordance with the Township’s Nuisance Ordinance. 

 Proposed – Information was not provided regarding proposed music, intercom or other amplified 

systems. 

 Meets Requirement? – Applicant has been informed of the regulations. 

 Comment – (none) 

Patron Entrance and Exit 

 Required – Patron entrance and exit from the enclosed outdoor seating and dining area at 

establishments serving alcohol may only occur through the main establishment or an approved 

fire exit, as determined by the Fire Marshal. The approved fire exit shall have an alarm to alert 

the establishment in the event of unauthorized use when no emergency exists. 

 Proposed – Information was not provided about the gates (ingress/egress access points). 

 Meets Requirement? – TBD during the land use permit application with a review by the Hartland 

Township Fire Marshal. 

 Comment – (none) 

Food and Beverage Service 

 Required – All food and beverages shall be prepared within the main establishment. The service 

of alcoholic beverages is subject to the current Michigan Liquor Control Commission Rules and 

Regulations (MLCC). 

 Proposed – Applicant to secure all applicable permits and approvals. 

 Meets Requirement? – TBD by MLCC 

 Comment – (none) 
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Display and Advertising 

 Required – No outdoor seating or dining area shall be used for the display or location of 

merchandise, advertising materials, or signage. No permitted canopy, awning, or umbrellas shall 

contain advertising material or signage, except umbrellas shall be permitted to include the name 

of the business and/or logo located at the outer edge of the fabric with a maximum width of six 

(6) inches. 

 Proposed – Applicant has been informed of the regulations. 

 Meets Requirement? – Yes 

 Comment – (none) 

Other Requirements-Zoning Ordinance Standards 

Nothing additional at this time. 

Hartland Township DPW Review 

No comments at this time. 

Hartland Township Engineer’s Review (HRC) 

The request does not require review by the Township’s Engineer (Hubbell, Roth, and Clark).  

Hartland Deerfield Fire Authority Review 

The Fire Authority approves the project subject to the contingencies noted in the letter dated November 

23, 2020. 

Attachments 

1. Hartland Deerfield Fire Authority letter dated November 23, 2020 – PDF version only 

2. MLCC License – PDF version only 

3. MLCC Outdoor Service Order Approval dated September 10, 2020 – PDF version only 

4. Mackle’s outdoor patio fencing – PDF version only 

5. Mackle’s expanded outdoor patio plan – PDF version only 

6. Hartland Town Center 2005 Site Plan – PDF version only 

 

CC: 

HRC, Twp Engineer (via email) 

Mike Luce, Twp DPW Director (via email) 

A. Carroll, Hartland FD Fire Chief (via email) 

 
T:\PLANNING DEPARTMENT\PLANNING COMMISSION\2021 Planning Commission Activity\Site Plan Applications\SP #21-002 Mackle's 

outdoor seating\Staff reports\SP #21-002 Mackle's outdoor seating area staff report 02.18.2021.docx 
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        HARTLAND DEERFIELD FIRE AUTHORITY     

  FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE 

Hartland Area Fire Dept.                                               Voice: (810) 632-7676 
3205 Hartland Road                                                         Fax: (810) 632-2176          
Hartland, MI.  48353-1825              E-Mail:  jwhitbeck@hartlandareafire.com      

                            
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
November 23, 2020 
 
To:  Hartland Township Planning Commission 
From:  Jennifer Whitbeck, Fire Inspector 
Re:   Expanded Outdoor Seating SP 21-002 

Mackle’s Tables & Taps 1774 N. Old US 23, Howell Mi 48843 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
This is to inform you that the above named facility has met all of the requirements of the 
Hartland Area Fire Department and the Hartland Township Fire Prevention Code for final 
occupancy.  Should you have any questions or I may be of further assistance, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at your convenience. 
 
 
Yours In Fire Safety, 
 

 
 
Jennifer Whitbeck 
Fire Inspector 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 

 
* * * * * 

 
 
 
In the matter of the request of 
MACKLE ENTERPRISES LLC 
1774 N Old US 23 
Howell, MI 48843-7193 
 
Livingston County 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
Request ID No.   2009-11534 

 

 At the September 10, 2020 meeting of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission in 

Lansing, Michigan. 

 

PRESENT: Pat Gagliardi, Chair 
Dennis Olshove, Commissioner  

     Geralyn A. Lasher, Commissioner 
 

OUTDOOR SERVICE PERMISSION APPROVAL ORDER 
   

 Mackle Enterprises LLC (“licensee”) has filed an application to request for 

authorization for the outdoor sale, service, and consumption of alcoholic beverages in an 

area measuring up to 29’ x 70’, located directly adjacent to the licensed premises, and 

which is well-defined and clearly marked; request to cancel the Limited Permanent 

Outdoor Service Area. 

Article IV, Section 40, of the Michigan Constitution (1963), permits the legislature 

to establish a Liquor Control Commission, which shall exercise complete control of the 

alcoholic beverage traffic within this state, including the retail sales thereof, subject to 

statutory limitations.  MCL 436.1201(2) provides the Commission with the sole right, 

power, and duty to control the alcoholic beverage traffic and traffic in other alcoholic liquor 

within this state, including the manufacture, importation, possession, transportation and 

sale thereof. 
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Commission records reflect that the licensee is the holder of 2020 Class C and 

Specially Designated Merchant licenses with Sunday Sales Permits (A.M. and P.M.), 

Entertainment Permit, Specific Purpose Permit (Food), and Outdoor Service (1 Area) 

located at the above noted address. 

The requirements for outdoor service pursuant to rule R 436.1419(1) are that the 

licensee shall not have outdoor service without the prior written approval of the 

Commission, and that the on-premises licensee shall ensure that the area is well-defined 

and clearly marked and they shall not sell or allow the consumption of alcoholic liquor 

outdoors, except in the defined area.  

The applicant is authorized to do business in Michigan, as required under MCL 

436.1535 for licensure. 

The Commission finds that it has considered the provisions as required in 

administrative rule R 436.1105 in the consideration of this request. 

After reviewing the file and discussion of the issues at the meeting, the 

Commission finds that all the requirements have been met and this request should be 

approved.  

 

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that: 

A. The licensee’s request for authorization for the outdoor sale, service, and 

consumption of alcoholic beverages in an area measuring up to 29’ x 70’, 

located directly adjacent to the licensed premises, and which is well-defined 

and clearly marked, is APPROVED subject to the following: 

1. The outdoor service area must comply with all requirements, including 

but not limited to, reduced occupancy and social distancing 

requirements under any current Executive Order, any local health 

department orders, and any local ordinances related to the 

Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. 

2. The licensee shall notify the Commission in writing, and receive 

Commission approval, prior to making any changes to the size of the 

approved outdoor service area. 
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3. The outdoor service area approved by the Commission is part of the 

licensed premises and the licensee must comply with all requirements of 

the Michigan Liquor Control Code and administrative rules in relation to the 

approved outdoor service area. 

4. The licensee will not permit the sale, service, or consumption of alcoholic 

liquor outdoors, except in the well-defined and clearly marked area pursuant 

to the provisions of administrative rule R 436.1419(1). 

5. The licensee must not allow alcoholic beverages purchased for 

consumption in the outdoor service area approved in this order to be 

removed from and taken to any adjacent unlicensed area(s). 

6. The licensee is prohibited from allowing the sale, service, possession or 

consumption of alcoholic beverages in any portion of the approved outdoor 

service area designated for the playing of sporting activities or for sporting 

events, including any break or intermission. 

7. The licensee must not allow alcoholic beverages purchased for 

consumption in the outdoor service area approved in this order to be taken 

into any area(s) that is being used for parking where sale, service, and 

consumption of alcoholic beverages is prohibited.  

8. The licensee must take all necessary actions to ensure the health, safety 

and welfare of all patrons and guests. 

B. The licensee has a continuing duty to provide the Commission with up-to-date 

contact information and must notify the Commission in writing of any changes 

to its mailing address, phone numbers, electronic mail address, and other 

contact information it provides the Commission, pursuant to administrative rule 

R 436.1048(2). 

C. Under administrative rule R 436.1003(1), the licensee shall comply with all state 

and local building, plumbing, zoning, sanitation, and health laws, rules, and 

ordinances as determined by the state and local law enforcement officials who 

have jurisdiction over the licensee.  Under administrative rule R 436.1003(2), a 

licensee shall not use a license at the licensed premises unless a temporary or 
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permanent certificate of occupancy has been issued by the local unit of 

government having jurisdiction over the location of the licensed premises or the 

licensed premises complies with administrative rule R 436.1003(1).  Approval 

by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission does not waive these 

requirements. The licensee must obtain all other required state and local 

licenses, permits, and approvals before opening the business for operation. 

D. Failure to comply with all laws and rules may result in the revocation of the 

approval contained in this order. 

 

 MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
 

  

 Pat Gagliardi, Chair 
 

 

 
 Dennis Olshove, Commissioner 

 
 

 
 Geralyn A. Lasher, Commissioner 

 
 

 

J2 
 
Date Mailed: 9/11/2020 
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