
  

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

1. Mayor ProTem Nominations  

GUESTS 

2. Ryan Marschke, Hungerford Nichols, 2019/2020 Audit Report 

3. Mary Deneau NyKamp, Wightman's,  Water Reliability Report 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

COMMUNICATIONS 

4. Hartford Area Chamber Newsletter 

5. Hartford Township Master Plan 

6. Fire Board, City of      Hartford Commission & Hartford Township Board Joint Meeting Notice      

February 10, 2021 7:00pm at the Fire Station to discuss the Fire Boards 2021/2022      Budget.   

REPORT OF OFFICERS BOARDS & COMMITTEES 

Police & Ordinance 

7. HPD - Chief  

8. HPD - Ordinance 

Fire Department 

9. HFD - Chief 

10. HFD - Board 

Ambulance 

11. AMB - December 

Van Buren County 

 

City of Hartford 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan 

Commission Business Meeting Agenda 
Monday, January 25, 2021 at 7:30 PM 
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Public Works 

12. DPW December 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 

13. WWTP - December 

Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills 

14. Treasurer - December 

City Manager 

15. City Manager - December 

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES 

16. December Meeting Minutes 

APPROVAL OF REPORTS 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

17. Fire Board Resignation, Chris Portello 

18. Site Plan Review - Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Addition & Rehabilitation Project 

19. Special Use Permit - 525 Clark St 

20. Adult Use Recreational Marihuana Facility License Application - PGHC, LLC 

21. 2021 Concerts in the Park Sponsor Request 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS OR AMENDMENTS 

22. 2nd Reading & Approval Ordinance 174 - 2021 Consumers Power Company Franchise  

ADJOURNMENT 
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Hartford Police Department 
19 West Main Street - Hartford, Michigan. 49057 

  

 

           Police Report for Month of December 2020 
 

 

Total Duty Hours 740 Foot Patrol Hours  8 

Arrests   20 Felony  7 

  Misdemeanor  13 

Arrest Warrants Issued   15 Traffic Citations Issued  13 

Homicide   0 Robbery  0 

Sex Crimes   0 Trespassing  5 

Assaults   3 UDAA (stolen auto)  0 

Burglary   0 Larceny  2 

Frauds   4 Property             

Destruction/Vandalism 

 0 

NFS Checks   0 Juvenile Del  0 

OUIL   0 Drug Investigations  6 

Civils   11 Public Peace  6 

  

Lost Property   0 Found Property  1 

Suspicious 

Person(s)/Vehicle(s) 

  4 Alarms  1 

Health/Safety    8 Traffic Crash  2 

Assist to other Agencies   35 Michigan State Police  4 

Van Buren Co Sheriff    10  FIRE/EMS 11  

Other Local Agencies    7 Persons   3 

 

       

Officers of the department handled 121 incidents during the month of 

December 2020. 

 

   

As usual, if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please 

contact me by calling or by stopping by our office! 

 

Chief Tressa Beltran 
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Proudly Serving Southwest Michigan – Berrien, Cass, Kalamazoo, Van Buren Counties 
5088 Meredith 

Kalamazoo, MI 49002 
Business Office (269) 343.2224     Fax (269) 343.6503 

www.pridecare.com 

 
 
 
 
January 4, 2021 
 
Mr. Yemi Akinwale, City Manager 
Hartford City 
19 West Main Street 
Hartford, MI 49057 
 
Dear Mr. Akinwale, 
 
I am pleased to provide you with our average response times for the month of December 2020. There 
were six (06) priority one calls in December with the average response time of 07:42 minutes.  
 
There were fifteen (15) priority two calls in December with the average response time of 09:39 minutes.   
 
There were three (03) priority three calls in December with and average response time of 08:59 
minutes.  
 
A total of twenty-five (25) calls were run in December with an average response of 09:06. 
 
There was an extended response time for run number 32705 due to distance. The crew took the correct 
route and did not report any further incidents.  
 
If you have any questions, comments, and/or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jessica Sutter 
Director of Communication 
Pride Care Ambulance 
O: 269.343.3267 
F: 269.343.6503 
C: 269.313.2626 
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Response Times By Priority
Report Date: 01/04/2021 13:30:58
Filters: Date Range (Leg Date): 12/01/2020 to 12/31/2020 (Last Month); Last Status Timestamp: At Scene; Selected Fields: Run #, Call Type, Vehicle, Start Time, End Time, Response Time (MM:SS); Sort Order: Pickup Time; Dispatch Sub Zone: 8 HARTFORD CITY (2B); Page Breaks Between Grids: No; Response Priority: P1 or P2 or P3; Show Deleted Trips: No; Trip Status: Clear; Zone: Ambulance

Response Priority: P1
Run # Call Type Vehicle Start Time: Enroute End Time: At Scene Response Time (MM:SS)

32427 Advanced Life SupportMedic 9 12/2/2020 14:52 12/2/2020 14:58 6:01
32452 Advanced Life SupportMedic 9 12/2/2020 20:25 12/2/2020 20:32 6:57
32528 Advanced Life SupportMedic 9 12/3/2020 17:58 12/3/2020 18:03 5:00
32705 Advanced Life SupportMedic 9 12/6/2020 12:51 12/6/2020 13:01 10:32
33547 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/16/2020 18:11 12/16/2020 18:20 8:54
33644 Advanced Life SupportMedic 4 12/17/2020 17:16 12/17/2020 17:25 8:54

Totals: Avg: 07:42

Response Priority: P2
Run # Call Type Vehicle Start Time: Enroute End Time: At Scene Response Time (MM:SS)

32896 Advanced Life SupportMedic 2 12/8/2020 21:11 12/8/2020 21:23 11:54
32978 Advanced Life SupportMedic 9 12/9/2020 18:44 12/9/2020 18:54 9:11
33083 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/11/2020 8:41 12/11/2020 8:52 10:41
33132 Advanced Life SupportMedic 9 12/11/2020 17:21 12/11/2020 17:30 9:15
33249 Advanced Life SupportMedic 9 12/13/2020 22:00 12/13/2020 22:11 10:54
33281 Advanced Life SupportMedic 9 12/14/2020 11:40 12/14/2020 11:48 7:40
33559 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/16/2020 21:36 12/16/2020 21:45 9:51
33647 Advanced Life SupportMedic 4 12/17/2020 17:52 12/17/2020 17:58 5:11
33653 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/17/2020 19:25 12/17/2020 19:36 11:25
33834 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/20/2020 18:17 12/20/2020 18:27 10:24
34005 Advanced Life Support4113 12/22/2020 21:08 12/22/2020 21:20 12:17
34042 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/23/2020 13:04 12/23/2020 13:15 11:20
34403 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/28/2020 14:28 12/28/2020 14:35 7:04
34417 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/28/2020 16:38 12/28/2020 16:45 7:30
34589 Advanced Life Support4113 12/31/2020 0:05 12/31/2020 0:13 8:39
34592 Advanced Life Support4113 12/31/2020 0:46 12/31/2020 0:57 11:10

Totals: Avg: 09:39

Response Priority: P3
Run # Call Type Vehicle Start Time: Enroute End Time: At Scene Response Time (MM:SS)

33784 Advanced Life Support4113 12/19/2020 20:02 12/19/2020 20:12 9:40
33792 Advanced Life Support4119 12/19/2020 23:44 12/19/2020 23:54 9:36
34177 Advanced Life SupportMedic 6 12/24/2020 21:41 12/24/2020 21:49 7:43

Totals: Avg: 08:59
Overall Totals
Trips Average Response Time

25 9:06
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HARTFORD WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
66460 56th Ave * Hartford MI 49057 * 269-621-2289* cohwwtp@frontier.com 

 

Tom Strand, HWWTP Operator 

 

HWWTP Report for the Month of: December, 2020 

 

 State report has been submitted for the month of December.   

 Average flow 0.105 MGD (million gallons per day). 

 Performed routine maintenance and daily duties. 

 

                                    Operation Report for December, 2020 

 

1) Flow in Million Gallons Per Day 

A. Monthly Total                                                         3.243  

B.  Average                                                                  0.105 

 

      2)   Sodium Hypochlorite gallons Per Day 

            A.  Total                                                                          604 

            B.  Average                                                                    19.5 

 

3)  Ferric in Gallons Per Day 

A.  Total                                                                          434 

B.  Average                                                                       14 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

4) Polymer Powder in Pounds Per Day 

A.  Total                                                                       15.50 

B.  Average                                                                      0.5 

      5)  Sodium Bisulfite in Gallons Per Day                               

           A.  Total                                                                           155 

           B.  Average                                                                          5 

      6)  Electric usage KWH                                                           

           A.  Total                                                                             62 

           B.  Average                                                                          2   

7) Final BOD in Pounds                                 

A.  Total                                                                           179  

B.  Average (177 LBS. Allowed)                                        8 

C.  % Removal  (85%)                                                      97 

8) Final Suspended Solids in Pounds 

A.  Total                                                                          205 

B.  Average (131 LBS. Allowed)                                       9 

C.  Average mg/l                                                            10.5 

            D. % Removal  (85%)                                                       96 

9) Total Phosphorus in mg/l     

A. 30 Day Average (1 mg/l Allowed)                             0.7 

B.  % Removal                                                                 92 

10) Fecal Coliform Bacteria in Count/100ml 

A. Average (200/100ml Allowed)                                 29.6 
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

JANUARY 25, 2021 

 

 

 

CRITICAL LINES WITHIN THE CITY’S SEWER SYSTEM: 

One of the benefits of the SAW grant was exposing the vulnerable areas within our Sewer system, unfortunately 

the program did not provide funding to eliminate those vulnerable areas. The three immediate areas of concern 

are: 

 Linden Street, 350 feet East to the next manhole. This section requires immediate attention. It is now 

being taking care off on an emergency basis. 

 A section along Clark Street. 

 Sewer line along CR 687, which is about one and a quarter mile towards the Lift Station on CR 372.  

I am currently exploring the State Revolving fund-CWRF/DWRF to finance the last two because it would be 

fiscally expedient for the City if approved. The funding is a loan that could be spread over a Forty Year Term 

@1.875 percent rate. This is the best option currently available, but if something much more attractive comes 

along, we will be ready to take advantage of it. 

 

DRINKING WATER ASSET MANAGEMENT (DWAM) GRANT APPLICATION: 

This Grant Application was submitted on December 30,2020 before the deadline of January 1,2021.  The Grant 

will be used to do two things: Asset Management Planning and Distribution System Material Inventory, which 

is the replacement of lead pipes within the water distribution system and different homes. The total Grant 

Application is for $823,000.00. Anticipated Grant Award date is on or before March 15, 2021. Looking forward 

to completing the C2R2 Grant Application by January 31,2021. 

 

STREET PROJECTS: 

We are moving closer to the reconstruction of Prospect Street and Wendell Avenue. The two projects will be let 

for bids next month so that they will be ready for Spring construction. I just want to ask for patience from our 

residents, because the projects will impact their daily activities once they start. I look forward to the completion 

of both projects. 

 

SITE PLAN REVIEW IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHOLIC CHURCH: 

The Planning Commission reviewed and recommended for approval the Site Plan for the proposed expansion of 

the church facilities during a regular meeting held on January 11, 2021. This recommendation will now be 

considered by the City Commission for final approval. 

 

REQUEST FOR SPECIAL USE 525 CLARK STREET: 

The Planning Commission also recommended for approval a request for special use permit made by Joe Decker 

of 540 Clark Street. Joe built a Carport on a vacant parcel without a principal residence. The recommendation 

came after the completion of a Public Hearing, during the January 11, 2021 regular meeting.  
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 21, 2020 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Commissioners Present: Ron Burleson; Frank Dockter; Dennis Goss; Richard A. Hall; John Miller; Helen 
Sullivan; Terry Tibbs;  
Members Absent:       None 
Staff Present:               Akinwale; Rodney-Isbrecht;  
 

Mayor Richard A. Hall called the business meeting to order at 7:30pm. 
 
Commissioner’s Burleson, Dockter and Miller took the oath of office after being elected in the 
November 3, 2020 General Election.    
 
Pledge of Allegiance was said.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Dockter, supported by Commissioner Miller, to approve the agenda as 
presented.    

Motion carried 7 – 0 
 

Guests:  
 Kevin Marks, Wightman’s, provided information on two grant’s they are working on for the City, 1.  

Lead service line identification & replacement.  2. The Consolidation Contamination Risk Reduction 
(C2R2) Grant, the City will be applying for this grant to extend service to those Township residents 
impacted by PFAS contamination and water connections for two trailer parks located in the Township.  
Both Applications are due in January 2021.  

 Joe Deckard, Clark Street Resident, built a car port on a non-conforming lot. He will need to file for a 
special use permit through the planning commission.       
 

Public Comment: None 
    

Communications: 
 Van Buren Conservation District Newsletter 
 City Hall will be closed in Observance of Christmas December 24 & 25, 2020  
 City Hall will be closed in Observance of New Year December 31, 2020 & January 1, 2021 
 Fire Board, City of Hartford Commission & Hartford Township Board Joint Meeting Notice February 

10, 2021 7:00pm at the Fire Station to discuss the Fire Boards 2021/2022 Budget.   
 Designated Assessor Agreement Addendum  
 City Hall will be closed to the public until January 15, 2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions.  
 The Clerk is using Minutes & Agenda Management Municode software that will integrate into the new 

website.     
 
Reports of Officers, Boards & Committees; Routine Monthly Reports from Departments: 

A. Police & Ordinance – follow-up on Ordinance enforcement.   
B. Fire Dept – No representative, no discussion    
C. Ambulance – No representative, Commissioners would like follow-up on building an ambulance station 

close to the City limits.    
D. Van Buren County – No representative, no discussion  
E. Public Works – Sewer main break on CR 687    
F. Wastewater Treatment Plant – next meeting with Wightman’s has not been set.    
G. Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills – No discussion    
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 21, 2020 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

H. City Manager – Payment in Lieu of Health Insurance Benefit; 5 West Main Street Update; Red Arrow 
Highway Water Extension Project; Police Union Contract; Police Department Lieutenant position filled   

 
Approval of Commission Minutes: 

Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Miller, to approve the minutes of the 
October 26, 2020 business meeting of the Hartford City Commission as presented and place them on 
file.  

                               Motion carried 7 – 0  
 
Approval of Reports:  

Motion by Commissioner Dockter, supported by Commissioner Tibbs, to accept the October & 
November 2020 departmental reports as presented and place them on file.   

   Motion carried 7 – 0   
 
Goals/Objectives:  

 Wendell Avenue 
 Complete the two water connection projects  

 
Old Business:   

 Complaints received regarding how the planters in downtown were decorated.  Commissioners want 
something else done for the 2021 season.  Commissioners were extremely pleased with City Hall 
decorations done by Naylor Landscaping.   

 Commissioner Burleson would like to see more activities during the Christmas season for example ice 
carvings and holiday lighted parade.    
 

New Business:   
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Tibbs, to approve the agreement between 
the City of Hartford and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters Municipal & County Workers 
Local #214 July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2025.    

Motion carried 7 – 0  
 

Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Goss, to approve policy change to 
Employees Health Benefit Policy.  Payment In Lieu of Health Insurance Benefit.    

Motion carried 7 – 0 
 
Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Miller, to approve the City Issued 
Electronic Device Policy.   

Motion carried 7 – 0  
 

Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Goss, to authorize the City Manager to 
apply for a Consolidation Contamination Risk Reduction (C2R2) Grant from the Department of Energy, 
Great Lakes & Environment (EGLE) to extend water service to township residents impacted by PFAS 
contamination.    

Motion carried 7 – 0 
 
Discussion:  The Township of Hartford adopted a resolution in support of the grant application and reserves the 
right to use their designated engineer.   
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 21, 2020 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Resolutions, Ordinance, Proclamation’s:  

 Introduce Consumers Energy Ordinance No. 175 – 2021 Amended – First Reading 
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Goss, to adopt Resolution 2020- 016, 
accepting letters of protest from City resident property owners for March 2021 Board of Review. 

Motion carried 7 – 0  
 
Motion by Commissioner Dockter, supported by Commissioner Goss, to adopt Resolution 2020- 017, 
setting the poverty exemption, income guidelines & asset test for the March 2021 Board of Review. 

Motion carried 7 – 0  
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Goss, to adopt Resolution 2020- 018, 
provide for alternate staring dates for March 2021 Board of Review. 

Motion carried 7 – 0  
 
Motion by Commissioner Tibbs, supported by Commissioner Miller, to adopt Resolution 2020- 019, 
allowing for electronic meetings of all City of Hartford Public Bodies and/or the attendance at meetings 
by members of those public bodies remotely.   

Motion carried 7 – 0  
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Dockter, to adjourn the meeting at 
8:59pm. 
  Motion carried 7 – 0  

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,         
 
 
 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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City of Hartford Planning Commission  

Regular Meeting, Hartford City Hall 

January 11th, 2021 Minutes 

Called to Order:  7:31 P.M. by T. Kling 

Members Present:  Per Roll Call:  J. Fuller, D. Langston, J. Kling, T. Kling, & N. Spoula 

Also Present:  Yemi Akinwale, City Manager & public attendees 

 

Agenda Amendment:  T. Kling moved New Business: Site Plan Review – Catholic Church Expansion, to 

first order of business due to presenter having long drive back, get done sooner. 

Approval of the Agenda:  Motion made by D. Langston, seconded by J. Fuller, to approve the January 

11th, 2021 agenda as amended. All present in favor, motion carried. 

Approval of the Minutes:  Motion by N. Spoula, seconded by D. Langston, to approve the August 10th, 

2020 minutes as written. All present in favor, motion carried. 

New Business (Part A):  Site Plan Review – Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Expansion 

     The commission received a copy of the application the church submitted with a detailed description 

of the addition and renovation to be completed, along with copies of the Site Plan.  The Site plan was 

presented by Steve Teitsma, civil engineer for the project. He explained that due to the congregation 

growing in size the church decided they were in need of expanding to properly accommodate the 

growth. The expansion would include utility upgrades & other needed renovations. Steve also stated 

that if there was enough money left over after expansion/renovation the church will use it to pave the 

west side parking lot.  T. Kling stated he had been given earlier access to the plans in order to make sure 

they met all Site Plan Check List requirements and concluded the plans met all requirements. He briefly 

went over all points with the commission members. Yemi stated that the Building Inspector & Fire Chief 

had signed off on the project and the building permit has been paid for. After a thorough review & 

discussion of the plans the commission was ready to move forward with a motion.  

     Motion made by D. Langston, seconded by N. Spoula, to recommend the Site Plan Review for the 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Expansion to the City Council for final review & approval.  All 

present in favor, per roll call, motion carried. 

Nomination of 2021 Officers:  Chairman, Vice Chairman, & Secretary 

     Motion made by N. Spoula, seconded by J. Fuller, to keep T. Kling as Chairman and J. Kling as Vice 

Chair/Secretary. All present in favor, motion carried.  

Public Comments Not on the Agenda: 

    **Du-wel site on Heywood St water contamination/PFAS update – 14 homes along Heywood and two 

churches are affected. 82 family residents affected in all.  Question raised regarding Amish residences & 

what they can do - educate them about the situation. The City is working on applying for a 5 mil grant 

from the State to extend water lines to provide hook up to City water for the homes/families affected by 

the contamination.  There’s currently 25 mil in grant money available through the State, the City can 

apply for up to 5 mil. Temporary filters are in place & bottled water has been provided.  

    **5 West Main has been taken over by the County due to owner not paying taxes. The City does not 

get any tax payments for this property now. The County Land Bank will market the property to attract 

investors.  

    **The Huffman lot is up for auction. Harding’s may decide to keep it.  
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Motion to Recess the Regular Meeting:   Motion by D. Langston, seconded by J. Fuller, to recess the 

regular meeting & open the Public Hearing. All present in favor, motion carried. 

Public Hearing – Special Use Permit for 525 Clark Street, Hartford MI 49057:  

     The City sent out letters to all neighboring properties & published the Notice of Public Hearing in the 

newspaper. This property is located on the corner of Clark St. & Olds Ave. The owner, Joe Deckard, had a 

rental trailer on the lot and had originally planned to build the carport while the trailer was there. Plans 

were in place for the trailer to be moved out. Due to Covid the delivery/construction of the carport was 

delayed, and the trailer was moved out sooner than planned, just one week prior to the delivery of the 

materials to build. Getting last minute notice from the delivery company, Joe did not get the permit in 

time prior to the carport setup.  He did not do this intentionally and has always pulled the proper 

permits on time for any past projects he has had. He did get the permit after the fact and has offered to 

pay any extra fees if the City requires. One neighbor, Tom Vanlierop, came in support of Joe, said it does 

not bother him at all. The carport is very nice. Joe takes very good care of his property. No one else 

came to dispute against the carport. The questions at hand, is the carport to be allowed to stay in place 

and obtaining the permit late? Accessory buildings are supposed to have a main structure, not stand 

alone. Joe had intended on having it in place before the trailer was moved out. Due to the 

circumstances, and considering all the pros & cons, the majority felt there was not an issue for the 

structure to remain in place, exceptions can be made. J. Fuller stated he didn’t have a problem with the 

appearance or presents of the carport, but felt that a permit should have been obtained prior, and that 

it was unfortunate that the trailer had been moved out, leaving the carport standing alone. 

Motion to Close Public Hearing:  Motion by D. Langston, seconded by N. Spoula, to close the Public 

Hearing & reopen the Regular Meeting. All present in favor, motion carried. 

New Business (Part B):  Motion to recommend the Approval/Denial of the Special Use Permit Request. 

     Motion by N. Spoula, seconded by D. Langston, to recommend the approval of the Special Use Permit 

for 525 Clark St to the City Council for final review and approval. Per roll call, 4 in approval, 1 decline by 

J. Fuller, due to permit obtained after the fact. Motion carried to send recommendation to City Council 

for approval.  

Old Business:  None 

Other Business: None 

 

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned by T. Kling at 8:25 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Jenine Kling, Vice Chair & Secretary 
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Ordinance 175  
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE # 175-2021 AMENDED 

 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO CONSUMERS POWER COMPANY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, 

THE RIGHT, POWER AND AUTHORITY TO LAY, MAINTAIN AND COMMERCIALLY OPERATE GAS 

LINES AND FACILITIES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO MAINS, PIPES, SERVICES AND ON, 

UNDER, ALONG, AND ACROSS PUBLIC PLACES INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO HIGHWAYS, 

STREETS, ALLEYS, BRIDGES, AND WATERWAYS, AND TO CONDUCT A LOCAL GAS BUSINESS IN 

THE CITY OF HARTFORD, VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN, FOR A PERIOD OF THIRTY YEARS. 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 175 OF 1990.    

 

THE CITY OF HARTFORD ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1 GRANT & TERM            

 The CITY OF HARTFORD, VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN, hereby grants to Consumers Energy 

Company, its successors and assigns, hereinafter called “Grantee," the right and authority to lay, maintain and 

commercially operate gas lines and facilities including but not limited to mains, pipes, services and valves on, under, 

along, and across public places including but not limited to highways, streets, alleys, bridges, and waterways, and to 

conduct a local gas business in the CITY OF HARTFORD, VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN, for a period of thirty 

years 

 

SECTION 2 CONDITIONS  

 No public place used by said Grantee shall be obstructed longer than necessary during construction or repair, and 

shall be restored to the same order and condition as when work was commenced.  All of Grantee’s gas lines and related 

facilities shall be placed as not to unnecessarily interfere with the public’s use of public places.  Grantee shall have the 

right to trim or remove trees if necessary, in compliance with the City’s Tree Ordinance no. 305--2008, in the conducting 

of such business. 

 

SECTION 3, HOLD HARMLESS  

Said Grantee shall, at all times, keep and save the City free and harmless from all loss, costs and expense to which 

it may be subject by reason of the negligent construction and maintenance of the lines and related facilities hereby 

authorized.  In case any action is commenced against the City on account of the permission herein given, the Grantee 

shall, upon notice, defend the City and its representatives and hold them harmless from all loss, costs and damage arising 

out of such negligent construction and maintenance. 

 

SECTION 4. EXTENSIONS   

 Said Grantee shall construct and extend its gas distribution system within said City, and shall furnish gas service 

to applicants residing therein in accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations. 

 

SECTION 5. FRANCHISE NOT EXCLUSIVE   

The rights, power and authority herein granted, are not exclusive.  

 

SECTION 6. RATES & CONDITIONS   

 Said Grantee shall be entitled to provide gas service to the inhabitants of the City at the rates and pursuant to the 

conditions as approved by the Michigan Public Service Commission.  Such rates and conditions shall be subject to review 

and change upon petition to the Michigan Public Service Commission. 

SECTION 7. RESTORATION OF PROPERTY 

 Grantee shall immediately (subject to seasonal work restrictions) restore, at its sole expense, in a manner 

approved by the City, any portion of the public Right – of – Way that is in any way disturbed, damaged, or injured by the 
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construction, installation, operation, maintenance or removal of the facilities to an equivalent or better condition as that 

which existed prior to the disturbance.       

 

SECTION 8. PUBLIC RIGHT – OF – WAY PERMIT   

 Grantee shall obtain a Right – of – Way permit for each proposed new facility or other project’s and maintenance 

within the Right – of Way.    

SECTION 9. REVOCATION 

The franchise granted by this ordinance is subject to revocation upon sixty (60) days written notice by either 

party.  Upon revocation this ordinance shall be considered repealed and of no effect past, present or future. 

 

SECTION 10. MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION JURISDICTION  

Said Grantee shall remain subject to the reasonable rules and regulations of the Michigan Public Service 

Commission or its successors, applicable to gas service in the City and those rules and regulations preempt any term of 

any ordinance of the City to the contrary. 

 

SECTION 11. REPEALER 

This amended ordinance, when enacted, shall repeal and supersede the provisions of any previous Consumers’ gas 

franchise ordinance adopted by the City including any amendments. 

 

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE  
This ordinance shall take effect upon publication: ______________________. 

 

 

Yeas:  

Nays:   Absent:   

 

 

MADE, PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COMMISION OF THE CITY OF HARTFORD, VAN BUREN 

COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ON THE ______DAY OF ______, 2020. 

AND PUBLISHED IN THE TRI-CITY RECORD ON __________. 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and complete copy of the ordinance adopted by the City Commission of the City of 

Hartford, County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, at a regular meeting held on the _____day, of ____, 2020, and that 

said meeting was conducted pursuant to and in full compliance with Act No 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976 as 

required by said act. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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