
  

CALL TO ORDER 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

GUESTS 

1. Mayor Proclamation Presentation 

PUBLIC COMMENT - "Please introduce yourself and any organization you represent. Please limit your 

comments to three (3) minutes.  City Council & Staff will listen to your comments and not respond to any 

requests for information at this time. For those public comments that require a response or follow up, please fill 

out a comment card so the City Manager can respond within 7 business days of this meeting."   

COMMUNICATIONS 

2. VBCD - Tire/Electronic Recycling - May 22, 2025 3pm-7pm - City Hall North Parking Lot 

3. May 26, 2025 - City Hall Closed in Observance of Memorial Day 

4. Nominating Petitions Available for Mayor & City Commission Seats in the November 4, 2025 

Election 

REPORT OF OFFICERS BOARDS & COMMITTEES 

Police & Ordinance 

5. HPD - 2025 April 

Fire Department 

6. HFB - 2025 May  

Ambulance 

7. AMB - 2025 April 

Van Buren County 

Public Works 

8. DPW - 2025 April 

Public Works 

 

City of Hartford 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan 

Commission Business Meeting Agenda 
Monday, May 19, 2025 at 5:30 PM 
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9. IRP - 2025 April  

Wastewater Treatment Plant 

10. WWTP - 2025 April 

Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills 

11. List of Bills - 2025 May $309,276.19 

City Manager 

12. CM - 2025 May 

APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES 

13. 2025 April 30  

APPROVAL OF REPORTS 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES 

OLD BUSINESS 

14. Discuss & Consider - Proposed 2025/2026 Budget 

15. Discuss & Consider - Public Safety Funding - Assessment or Millage 

NEW BUSINESS 

16. Discuss & Consider - City Manager Compensation 

17. Discuss & Consider - Kubota Purchase 

18. Discuss & Consider - IRP Well Infrastructure 

19. Discuss & Consider - Special Meeting & Appointment for Master Plan Update 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS OR AMENDMENTS 

20. Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025-035 Truth in Taxation Millage Rate 

21. Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025 - 034 2024/2024 Budget Adjustments 3rd Quarter 

22. Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025 - 036 2025/2026 Budget 

23. Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025 - 037 Amend Water Rates 

24. Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025 - 038 Amend Sewer Rates 

25. Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025 - 039 Kubota Purchase 

26. Discuss & Consider - Resolution 2025 - 040 IRP Well Infrastructure 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Elite vanburen Pickup Zone Report - Hartford City  

Response
Incident
Number

Incident
Date

Scene Incident
Zone/District
Description

Disposition
Destination Name

Delivered
Transferred To

Disposition
Incident
Patient

Disposition

Situation Provider
Primary Impression

Description Only

Incident Unit En Route
To Unit Arrived On
Scene In Minutes

Number
of Runs

Incident Dispatch Priority Patient Acuity: Critical (Priority 1)

Response Time Avg: 4:09

VBEMS2502737 04/07/2025 Hartford City BRONSON SOUTH
HAVEN

 Acute pain due to
trauma

3 1

VBEMS2502790 04/09/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Trauma/Injury: Face 3 1

VBEMS2502882 04/13/2025 Hartford City BRONSON METHODIST
HOSPITAL

 Chest pain, unspecified 13 1

VBEMS2502903 04/14/2025 Hartford City BRONSON METHODIST
HOSPITAL

 Trauma/Injury:
Unspecified Multiple
Injuries

6 1

VBEMS2503013 04/19/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
WATERVLIET

 Alcohol Use,
Unspecified with
Intoxication

3 1

VBEMS2503017 04/19/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
SAINT JOSEPH

 Chest pain, unspecified 7 1

VBEMS2503055 04/20/2025 Hartford City BRONSON LAKEVIEW
HOSPITAL

 Altered Mental Status,
Unspecified

3 1

VBEMS2503103 04/22/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
WATERVLIET

 Shortness of breath 2 1

VBEMS2503200 04/26/2025 Hartford City BRONSON METHODIST
HOSPITAL

 Cardiac: Chest Pain,
Acute Coronary
Syndrome

2 1

VBEMS2503256 04/28/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
SAINT JOSEPH

 Cardiac: Rhythm
Disturbance (Tachy,
Brady, Ectopy, Other)

3 1

VBEMS2503283 04/30/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
WATERVLIET

 Abdominal
Pain/Problems

2 1

VBEMS2503311 04/30/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Trauma/Injury:
Head/Scalp

3 1

       Total: 
12

       Total: 
12

Incident Dispatch Priority Patient Acuity: Emergent (Priority 2)

Response Time Avg: 5:01

VBEMS2502799 04/09/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Trauma/Injury: Ear 6 1

VBEMS2502822 04/10/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
WATERVLIET

 Weakness (Unable to
Diagnosis Specific
Cause)

5 1

VBEMS2502830 04/11/2025 Hartford City BRONSON METHODIST
HOSPITAL

 Weakness (Unable to
Diagnosis Specific
Cause)

5 1

VBEMS2503157 04/25/2025 Hartford City BRONSON METHODIST
HOSPITAL

 Trauma/Injury: Hip 4 1

       Total:  4

       Total:  4

Incident Dispatch Priority Patient Acuity: Lower Acuity (Priority 3)

Response Time Avg: 7:53

VBEMS2502597 04/02/2025 Hartford City BRONSON LAKEVIEW
HOSPITAL

 Pain, unspecified 5 1

VBEMS2502676 04/04/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Trauma/Injury:
Head/Scalp

6 1

VBEMS2502757 04/07/2025 Hartford City No Transport  Alcohol Use,
Unspecified with
Intoxication

3 1

VBEMS2502811 04/10/2025 Hartford City No Transport  No Apparent Illness or
Injury

5 1

VBEMS2502886 04/13/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
SAINT JOSEPH

 Pain: Chronic Pain,
Unspecified

4 1

VBEMS2502966 04/17/2025 Hartford City No Transport  No Apparent Illness or
Injury

17 1

Printed On: 05/05/2025 07:29:21 AM1 of 2
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Response
Incident
Number

Incident
Date

Scene Incident
Zone/District
Description

Disposition
Destination Name

Delivered
Transferred To

Disposition
Incident
Patient

Disposition

Situation Provider
Primary Impression

Description Only

Incident Unit En Route
To Unit Arrived On
Scene In Minutes

Number
of Runs

Response Type of Service Requested (Eresponse.05):

Incident Date:

Scene Incident Zone/District Number (Itscene.025):

VBEMS2502970 04/17/2025 Hartford City LAKELAND HOSPITAL -
WATERVLIET

 Pain: Headache or
Migraine

16 1

       Total:  7

       Total:  7

       Total: 
23

Report Criteria

Is Equal To 911 Response (Scene)

Is Equal To Last Month

Is Equal To Hartford City

Printed On: 05/05/2025 07:29:21 AM2 of 2
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2025 WWTP MONTH OF APRIL TASKS COMPLETED
4/1-4/8

1-Apr Decant south storage tank
2-Apr Decant final to south storage tank
3-Apr training for mixer
4-Apr did walk through with certified operator services
8-Apr ferric load delivered

4/9-4/15
10-Apr Mike shadowed lab at Paw Paw lake wastewater
15-Apr Mike had wastewaster class 
16-Apr change hose in hypo pump
17-Apr repair and rebuilt pumps in control room
18-Apr holiday

4/22-4/29
21-Apr cleaned branches and plow runts for mowing, trim trees behind shop, cleared pile left by Pay Jay 
22-Apr Mike advanced waste water class
23-Apr Mike advanced waste water class
24-Apr aerated eq tank with wand

4/24-4/29 Biotech sludge haul & cleaned around shop with backhoe
30-Apr
30-Apr cleaned around shop with backhoe

greased all equipment
mowing
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19 West Main St * Hartford * MI * 49057 * 269-621-2477 * 269-621-2054 Fax
www.cityofhartfordmi.org  

City of Hartford * County of Van Buren * State of Michigan
__________________________________________________________________ 

City Manager’s Monthly Update 
May 19, 2025 

Staff Update:

Spark Grant/DNR/Council Michigan Foundations:
The Abonmarche engineers are working on the revised designs. Staff will update the commissioners before 
requesting a grant amendment with CMF. 

Budget:
Completed the city’s budget for city commission packets. 

Master Plan:
I met with McKenna for a kick-off meeting to start the Master Plan process. I will ask the city commission for a 
joint planning commission meeting to introduce the master plan on June 9th. 

Career Day: 
Participated in the career day event at Hartford’s Middle School.   

Drinking Water Asset Management (DWAM) Update:
Attached are Wightman’s project updates. 

Hartford Township Water Main Extension (PFAS):
Attached are Wightman’s project updates 

60th Avenue Sidewalk Extension/Shared Streets and Spaces Project Update:
Attached are Wightman’s project updates 

Drinking Water Sewer Revolving Fund Project (Lead Service Line Replacement & Water System 
Improvements) Update:
Attached are Wightman’s project updates 

Respectfully Submitted,

Nicol Brown
City Manager
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 30, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
Commissioners Present:  Peter Aranda; Jane Danger; John Miller; Nancy Spoula; Charles Weeden; Mayor 

Richard A. Hall 
Commissions Absent:  Lindsy Morsaw; 
Staff Present:           Brown; Matthews; Ricks; Rodney-Isbrecht; Shultz  
 

Mayor Hall called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.  
 

Pledge of Allegiance was said.   
 
Motion by Commissioner Aranda, supported by Commissioner Spoula, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  
                                     Motion carried 6 – 0  

 
Guests:  

 Mayor presented former Commissioner Frank Dockter a key to the City for his contributions to the 
residents of Hartford.    

 
Public Comment:   

 Mike Menck, Marion Ave resident, ongoing complaint about the condition of the neighbor’s carport that 
is next to his house and causing damage to cars in his driveway.    
 

Communications: 
 Indiana Michigan Power Electric Customers MPSC Notice of Hearing, May 14, 2025 @ 9:30am. 
 Indiana Michigan Power Electric Customers MPSC Notice of Hearting, May 15, 2025 @ 10am.  
 Open Position for School Crossing Guard 
 May 1, 2025 5:30pm Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting & Public Hearing   
 May 1, 2025 6:30pm Special Council Meeting Truth in Taxation to set Millage Rate 
 May 1, 2025 7pm Joint City, Township, and Fire Board Meeting @ 436 East Main Street. 
 May 19, 2025 5pm Public Hearing Truth in Taxation 
 May 19, 2025 5:15pm Public Hearing Proposed 2025/2026 Budget 
 Van Buren Conservation District Tire/Electronic Recycling May 22, 2025 3pm-7pm at City Hall North 

Parking Lot 
 May 26, 2025 – City Hall will be closed in observance of Memorial Day 
 Notice to City of Hartford Property Owners – 2025 Mowing Season, make a plan to mow your property 
 Mayor & City Commissioner Seat, petitions are available and due to Clerk by July 22, 2025 4pm.    

 
Reports of Officers, Boards & Committees; Routine Monthly Reports from Departments: 

A. DDA – 2025 March minutes. 
B. Hartford Public Library – Celebrating their 100th Anniversary Celebration August 16, 2025 Noon-

3pm. 
C. Police & Ordinance – Brian Matthews, Chief, continuing working to fill full and part time positions. 

Council will need to determine the level of staffing based on number of hours covered.  24-hour will 
need additional funding to cover all shifts. Met with the Reserves, to make sure summer programs are 
covered.  Proposing a camping ordinance. Vetting the applicant for Crossing Guard position.  Ordinance 
violations will be handled by Officers on duty.   Promoted Officer Poole to Sargent.   Introduced Officer 
Orvis.  Poole & Orvis took the creed & oath and were pinned by their family member.    

D. Fire Department – Rob Harting, Chief, not in attendance, Reports submitted 
E. Ambulance – Report on file 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 30, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

F. Van Buren County – Commissioner Mike Chappell, working to build a new Central Dispatch Center.  
Providing formal IT services to the Village of Paw Paw.       

G. Public Works – Ricky Ricks Supervisor, started picking up brush & leaves; set out trash cans and 
changed water service lines; understaffed as one employee out due to injury.    

H. Wastewater Treatment Plant –Report on file.  
I. Treasurers, Investment & List of Bills – 2nd Quarter Investment Report & April 20, 2025 List of Bills 

$ – $425,628.05 
J. City Manager –Report on file – Spark Grant, Ely Park Improvements; Budget; Drinking Water Asset 

Management (DWAM) Update; Hartford Township Water Main Extension (PFAS); 60th Ave Sidewalk 
Extension Shared Streets & Spaces Project Update; Drinking Water Sewer Revolving Fund Project 
(Lead Service Line Replacement & Water System Improvement Update. Requested Council’s input on 
pictures or decorating the Council Chambers.   Council wants the past history pictures in the Chamber 
and, mayors and queen’s pictures in the lobby for the public to view.      

 
Approval of Commission Minutes: 

Motion by Commissioner Danger, supported by Commissioner Aranda, to approve the minutes of the 
March 24, 2025 business meeting of the Hartford City Commission, as presented and place them on file.  

                               Motion carried 6 – 0  
 

Motion by Commissioner Aranda, supported by Commissioner Spoula, to approve the minutes of the 
March 25, 2025 special business meeting of the Hartford City Commission, as presented and place them 
on file.  

                               Motion carried 6 – 0   
 

Motion by Commissioner Danger, supported by Commissioner Miller, to approve the minutes of the 
April 14, 2025 special business meeting of the Hartford City Commission, as presented and place them 
on file.  

                               Motion carried 6 – 0  
 
Approval of Reports:  

Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Aranda, to approve the April 30, 2025 list 
of bills in the amount of $425,628.05. 

   Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

Motion by Commissioner Spoula, supported by Commissioner Danger to accept the March 2025 reports 
of Officers, Boards & Committees and place them on file.    

   Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

Goals/Objectives:  
 2025/2026 Budget   
 Mayor Hall attended the Municipal Summit at Southwest Michigan Collage, hosted by Market Van 

Buren.     
 
Old Business: None Discussed 

 
New Business:  

 Discuss & Consider – 2025 Van Buren County Resource Recovery & Recycling Program Contract 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 30, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Aranda to approve the partnership with 
Van Buren County Resource Recover & Recycling Program in the amount of $250.00 as recommended 
by the City Manager.    
   Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Hartford Chamber of Commerce – Strawberry Festival Partnership Request 
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Spoula, to approve the partnership with 
Hartford Chamber of Commerce to provide entertainment for the Strawberry Festival held in Ely Park in 
the amount of $500.00 as recommended by the City Manager.   

Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Hartford Lions Club 2025 Concerts in the Park Partnership Request 
 
Motion by Commissioner Spoula, supported by Commissioner Miller, to partner with the Hartford Lions 
Club to provide entertainment for the 2025 Concerts in Ely Park in the amount of $1,000.00 

Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Accounting Services Proposal 
Discussion:   Lauderbeck has already started working on the deficiencies received at the conclusion of 
the 2024/2025 Audit.     
 

 Discuss & Consider – Assessing Services Agreement  
Discussion: Angela & Brian Story have served the City for a number of years & it is recommended they 
continue providing the City’s Assessing Services.  The Contract is for three years with $600.00 
increases per/year.              

 
 Discuss & Consider – Accounting & Consultant Proposal 

Discussion: Hungerford has stated they will not continue as the City’s auditor, the firm has proposed 
their accounting & consulting services to help prepare the City for future audits.  
 

 Discuss & Consider – HPD Firearm Purchase 
Discussion: HPD’s duty weapons are outdated and need to be replaced, this could potentially save the 
department some money in the future on training and ammunition.        
 

 Discuss & Consider – Proposed 2025/20026 Budget 
Discussion: City Manager presented the draft budget, still waiting on some information.  Council had 
too many questions to address at this meeting.   Council set a special meeting to discuss and review the 
budget on May 8, 2025 at 3:30pm.  This will include discussion on City Manager compensation, Staff 
Compensation, Police Department staffing & retirement plan, capital improvement projects, equipment 
purchases & fee schedule.   
 

 Discuss & Consider – Proposed 2025 Fee Schedule 
Discussion: Recommend increasing fees related to zoning as some of the requests have to be sent out for 
contracted services to make sure applications meet the City’s ordinances.     

 
 Discuss & Consider – Procurement Policy Amendment 

Discussion: City Manager is recommending an increase to the spending limit from $2,000 to $5,000 
without prior Council approval.        
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 30, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
 Discuss & Consider – Amend Water & Sewer Rates   

Discussion: As recommended by Benzinski  
 

Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Weeden, to accept the water rate increase 
as recommended by the City Manager & Benzinski Financial Advisors.   
  Motion carried 5 – 1 (Danger) 
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Weeden, to accept the recommended 
sewer rate increase as recommended by the City Manager & Benzinski Financial advisors.   
  Motion carried 6 - 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Special Assessment for Public Safety 
Discussion: If Council considers full 24-hour coverage for the police department additional revenue will 
need to be generated.   Council asked for a comparison between millage request & special assessment to 
be brought back to them for discussion.    
 

 Discuss & Consider – Proposed 2025/2026 Fire Department Budget 
Discussion: City Manager did not have enough information to make a recommendation on their 
proposed budget.   
 

 Discuss & Consider – Results of City Manager Review on March 25, 2025 
Discussion: City Manager Self scored 86% very close to what Council scored.  Mayor stated he is 
overall pleased and job well done.  Compensation and/or contract will be discussed at a future meeting.            

       
 Resolutions, Ordinance, Proclamation’s:  

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 026 Routine Bill Policy 
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Danger, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 026 
approving accounts payable routine bill policy.    
  Motion carried 6 – 0 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 027 2025 Flower Planting   
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Mayor Hall, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 027 awarding 
the 2025 Flower Planting to Paulette’s Potting Shed in the amount of $5,275.00.  
  Motion carried 5 – 1 (Danger) 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 028 Award Accounting Consulting Services 
 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Weeden, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 028 
awarding accounting consulting services provided by Hungerford not to exceed $25,000 per/year.     
  Motion carried 4 – 2 (Danger, Spoula) 

 
 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 029 Amending the City of Hartford Procurement Policy.  

 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Mayor Hall to adopt Resolution 2025-029 amending the 
City of Hartford Procurement Policy.     
  Motion carried 4 – 2 (Danger, Spoula) 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
PROPOSED BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 30, 2025 

County of Van Buren, State of Michigan, 19 West Main St, Hartford, MI 49057 

 
 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 030 Assessing Services Agreement  

 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Aranda, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 030 
to award assessing services agreement with Angela Story.     
  Motion carried 5 – 1 (Danger) 
 

 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 031 Authoring Duty Weapons Purchase 
Motion by Commissioner Miller, supported by Commissioner Weeden, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 031 
authorizing the purchase of six duty weapons in the amount of $4,249.87.  
  Motion carried 6 – 0 

 
 Discuss & Consider – Resolution 2025 – 032 Accounting Service Proposal from Lauterback & Amen.  

 
Motion by Commissioner Aranda, supported by Commissioner Spoula, to adopt Resolution 2025 – 032 
approving the proposal for account services from Lauterback & Amen in the amount of $3,000.  
  Motion carried 5 – 1 (Spoula) 

 
Adjournment: 

Motion by Commissioner Aranda, supported by Commissioner Danger, to adjourn the meeting at 
8:01pm. 
  Motion carried 5 – 1 (Miller) 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,      
 
 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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City of Hartford * County of Van Buren * State of Michigan

TO: Mayor Hall and the Hartford Commission

FROM: Nicol Brown, City Manager

DATE: May 19, 2025 

RE: Annual Budget for Fiscal Year July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026 

ITEM BEFORE THE COMMISSION:
The item before the City Commission is the adoption of the Annual Budget for Fiscal Year July 1, 
2025 – June 30, 2026. 

DISCUSSION:
The City of Hartford's Fiscal Year 2026 budget (July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026) has been prepared by the 
City Manager and Department Heads. The draft budget was presented at a special meeting on May 8, 
2025. The Michigan Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act (P.A. 2 of 1968) requires the city to adopt 
an annual budget and hold a public hearing as required by the Hartford City Charter, Chapter 7. Below 
are the significant changes being proposed. 

Utility Operators $150K. 
Hungerford's assistance in the Treasurers' department. 
Deputy city clerk from full-time to part-time.
Reduce the police department staff from 5 full-time and 1 part-time officer to a part-time 
chief, 3 full-time officers, and 1 part-time officer.
City hall roof, upgrade the city’s website, and BS&A annual fees.
Increase in water and sewer rates.

The general fund's total revenues and expenditures are balanced at $1,661,633.  Major streets fund 
balance of $115,408.  Local streets fund balance of $29,708.  The comprehensive improvement fund is 
balanced at $154,646.  The Building Department has a fund balance of $10.  Building Authority has a 
fund balance of $5,773. The sewer fund has a fund balance of $416.  The water fund has a fund balance 
of $273,801.  

RECOMMENDATION:
The City of Hartford City Commission approves the annual budget for the fiscal year July 1, 2025 - June 
30, 2026 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES 

 
Act 368, Public Acts of Michigan, 1978 
Act 33, Public Acts of Michigan, 1951 

STEP SHEET 
TO CREATE AN PUBLIC SAFETY SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT  

 
 The procedures for establishing a special assessment district to levy special assessments 
against property owners to pay the costs of public safety services (police, fire and/or ambulance) 
is established by Act 368, Public Acts of Michigan, 1978, as amended (ambulance), and Act 33, 
Public Acts of Michigan, 1951, as amended (police and fire).  Special assessment proceedings 
can be initiated by the City Council without an election or the City Council can submit the 
question of raising money by special assessment to a vote of the electors.  Where the City 
Council proceeds to create a district without a vote, the question must be submitted to the 
electors only if the owners of 10% or more of the land to be made into the special assessment 
district petition the governing body.  This step sheet details the procedures where the City 
Council initiates the proceedings. 
 

Dates Description 

 Step 1. Resolution No. 1 – The City Council adopts a 
resolution tentatively declaring its intent to create 
the district, tentatively designating the boundaries of 
the district, estimating the costs to be assessed and 
setting a public hearing on the estimate of cost and 
the creation of the district. Plans are filed with the 
City Council. 

 Step 2. Notice of Public Hearing – Notice of the public 
hearing must be given and must, among other 
things, include the date, time and place of the 
hearing, a brief description of the special assessment 
district, and a statement that the plans and estimates 
are on file with the City Clerk for inspection. The 
notice must be given as follows: 

Publication no later than  
 

(a) The notice must be published once in a 
newspaper circulating in the City, at least 5 days 
before the date set for the hearing. 

The City should request an affidavit of 
publication from the paper. 
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 2

Mailing no later than  (b) The notice must be mailed to all property owners 
of record (or parties in interest in the property) in 
the special assessment district at the address last 
shown on the City tax records at least 10 days 
before the hearing.  

See MCL 41.803(1); 47.724(a)(2); 211.741(1). 

 (c) The meeting must be noticed as required by the 
Open Meetings Act. 

 Step 3. Public Hearing – At the hearing the City Council 
must hear any objections to the estimate of cost and 
to the creation of the special assessment district. 

 Step 4. If  petitions are filed with the City Council by record 
owners of land constituting 10% of the land to be 
made into the district the question must be submitted 
to the electors.  No deadline is set for the filing of 
the petitions. 

 Step 5. Resolution No. 2 – After the public hearing is held, 
if the City Council decides to proceed, it adopts a 
resolution that determines the boundaries of the 
district and the amount to be assessed.  The 
resolution also directs that a special assessment roll 
be prepared by the Mayor spreading the special 
assessment levy on the taxable value of the 
properties benefited. 

 Step 6. Resolution No. 3 – When the special assessment roll 
is reported to the Council, the Council receives the 
roll and adopts a resolution setting a public hearing 
on the roll. 

 Step 7. Notice of Public Hearing – Notice of the public 
hearing must be given and must, among other 
things, include the date, time and place of the 
hearing, and the property owners’ right of appeal to 
the tax tribunal. The notice must be given as 
follows: 
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Publication no later than 
 

(a) The notice must be published once in a 
newspaper circulating in the City, at least 5 days 
before the date set for the hearing. 

The City should request an affidavit of 
publication from the paper. 

Mailing no later than  
 

(b) The notice must be mailed to all property owners 
of record (or parties in interest in the property) in 
the special assessment district at the address last 
shown on the City tax records at least 10 days 
before the hearing. 

 (c) The meeting must be noticed as required by the 
Open Meetings Act. 

 Step 8. Public Hearing – At the hearing the City Council 
reviews the roll, and hears any objections to it. 

 Step 9. Resolution No. 4 – After the public hearing the City 
Council adopts a resolution confirming the roll as 
reported by the Mayor or as corrected by the 
Council, refers it back to the Mayor, or annuls it and 
directs the creation of a new roll. 

 Step 10. Roll Endorsed – After the City Council confirms the 
roll the City Clerk endorses it. 

 Step 11. Assessment Placed on Tax Roll – The special 
assessment becomes due and is collected at the same 
time and in the same manner as City taxes. 

 Step 12. Annual Determination – The amount to be assessed 
must be determined annually following the second 
half of Step 5 through Step 11. 

 Step 13. Assessment Appeals – Property owners who have 
protested the roll at the public hearing may appeal 
the roll to the Michigan Tax Tribunal within 30 days 
of the confirmation of the roll. 

 Step 14. Roll Becomes Final – The Roll is final, except as to 
those who filed an appeal by _____. 

 Deadline for assessment to be on summer tax roll 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
BALLOT PROPOSAL PROCEDURES 

HOME RULE CITY ACT 
ACT 279 OF 1909 

STEP SHEET 
TO CREATE A BALLOT PROPOSAL 

 
Proposals can be initiated by the City Council to be voted on by the electorate at the next 
election.  This step sheet details the procedures where the City Council initiates the proceedings. 
 

Dates Description 

 Step 1. Attorney to draft Ballot Language for a millage 
proposal.   

For a November 2025 
Election the Resolution must 
be adopted by July 28, 2025 

Step 2. Resolution  – The City Council adopts a resolution 
authorizing its intent to raise fund through a millage  
& approving the Ballot Language to be placed on 
the ballot.   

August 12, 2025 
 

Step. 3.   Ballot Wording of proposals qualified to appear on the 
November ballot certified to the County Clerk to be placed on 
the November 2025 Ballot. 

November 4, 2025   General Election 
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City of Hartford * County of Van Buren * State of Michigan

TO: Mayor Hall and the Hartford Commission

FROM: Nicol Brown, City Manager

DATE: May 19, 2026 

RE: Approval of the purchase of a new Kubota 

ITEM BEFORE THE COMMISSION:

The item before the Commission is to authorize the city manager to order and purchase a Kubota at 
Sourcewell.

DISCUSSION:

The Department of Public Works has multiple vehicles that need replacing due to their age and 
condition. The Public Works Superintendent received a quote from Sourcewell. Ricky went through the 
state purchasing program, which lowers the price. We have a cost savings of $13,000. The current 
Kubota has been breaking down frequently, and it is used often all year round, so we received a quote 
to purchase a new one.  

RECOMMENDATION:
The Hartford City Commission approves the city manager to order and purchase of a Kubota from
Sourcewell, not to exceed $75,000.

66

Item 17.



City of Hartford * County of Van Buren * State of Michigan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO: Mayor Hall and the Hartford Commission 
 

FROM: Nicol Brown, City Manager 
 

DATE: May 19, 2026 
 

RE: IRON REMOVAL PLANT - WELL OVERHAUL OF PUMP & MOTOR 

ITEM BEFORE THE COMMISSION: 
The item before the city commission is to approve rebuilding Wells #4 and 5 at the Iron Removal 
plant. 

 
DISCUSSION: 
The Iron Removal Plant Water Operator requests that we rebuild wells 4 &5.  The Wells are 19 and 20 
years old, nearing the end of their service life.  Both are on the capital improvement plan for this fiscal 
and next fiscal year.    To prevent any untimely breakdowns, we are recommending a preventive 
overhaul.  We will not know the exact condition of the pump until it is removed from the well.  The 
normal wearing parts will cost up to $28,750, and new parts will cost up to $36,540.   
 
Well #4 has been budgeted for the current fiscal year, and Well #5 is on the fiscal year-end June 2026 
budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
The Hartford City Commission approves rebuilding Wells 4 & 5, not to exceed $37,000.      
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2025 – 035 

 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 

At a meeting of the City of Hartford Commission, located at 19 West Main Street and called to order by Mayor 

Richard A. Hall on May 19, 2025, 5:30pm 

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner _____________ and supported by Commissioner ______________.     

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford has been notified of the increase in the City’s property valuation for the 

Fiscal Year 2025-2026, and 

WHEREAS, this increase in property valuation would also lead to an increase in operating revenues from ad 

valorem property taxes, if adopted, at a rate of 1.92% over such revenues generated by levies permitted without 

holding a hearing, and 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Hartford held a Public Hearing on May 19, 2025 notifying the 

public that it intends to take the additional millage of 0.3065 mills, which would yield a sum of $14,821.00 in 

additional revenue to support the general operation of the City during the 2025-2026 Fiscal Budget year. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission of the City of Hartford has decided to 

take the 16.3014 mills that would be generated by the increase in property valuation.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of Hartford has established that it 

would continue to collect the mills allowed by law to support the general operations of the City. 

The total mills to be levied for ad valorem property taxes are as follows:   

AUTHORITY-PURPOSE   FUND  MILLS  LEVY DATE 

City Charter Section 9.1   

General Purposes    General  12.1410  July 1, 2025 

Extra Voted     Fire    1.4185    December 1, 2025 

Extra Voted Debt Retirement-2016 

Sanitary Sewer Revenue Bond 

Wastewater Treatment Plant  Sewer    1.7419  July 1, 2025 

Extra Voted     Seniors      1.0000  December 1, 2025 

 

YEAS:  Commissioners  

NAYS:    ABSENT:  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED            ________________________________ 

DATE: May 19, 2025        RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 
I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution duly adopted by the City 
Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on May 19, 2025 and the public notice of said meeting was held in compliance with Act 267 of the Public 

Acts of Michigan 1976, as amended.  DATE:                                                
 

RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
City of Hartford 19 West Main Street Hartford MI 49057 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
RESOLUTION 2025 - 034 
 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 BUDGET ADJUSTMENT NO. THREE 

At a Business meeting of the City of Hartford Commission, located at 19 West Main Street and called to order 
by Mayor Richard A. Hall on May 19, 2025 at 5:30p.m. 

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner _______________and supported by Commissioner _________________.     

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford has met all requirements for Public Hearing on the Budget-Pursuant to 
MCLA 141.412 and .413, notice of a public hearing on the proposed budget was published in a newspaper of 
general circulation on May 2, 2024, and a public hearing on the proposed budget was held on May 20, 2024, 
and participation regarding the adoption of a budget and property tax levy for the City’s fiscal year commencing 
July 1, 2024 and ending June 30, 2025, and whereas, the City Commission has carefully considered same, 

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford shall cause to be levied and collected the general property tax on all real and 
personal property within the City upon the current tax roll an allocated millage of 16.3014 mills.      

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford shall cause to be levied and collected the general property tax on all real and 
personal property within the City upon the current tax roll an allocated millage of 16.3014 mills.      

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford Commission understands the budget is a planning tool for the fiscal year, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Hartford Commission understands the budget numbers are estimated making it 
necessary to make quarterly adjustments to distribute spending across the budget line items.         

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of Hartford hereby adopts 
the following exhibit A budget adjustment no. one by Activity/Department for fiscal year commencing July 1, 
2024, and ending June 30, 2025, in accordance with the City Charter.     
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the adjustments change the overall fiscal 2024/2025 budget of revenue 
by $207,700.00 and expenditures by ($36,400.00)     
 
YEAS: Commissioners’  
NAYS: ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED            ________________________________ 
DATE: May 19, 2025                RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 
I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution duly adopted by 

the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on May 19, 2025 and the public notice of said meeting was held in compliance with Act 267 of the 
Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended.  DATE:  

                                                              __________________________________ 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 
19 West Main Street 

Hartford MI 49057 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
RESOLUTION 2025-034 
 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS NO. THREE 

EXIBIT A 
 

FISCAL 2024-2025 
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS NO. THREE 

GENERAL FUND 
    

 

GENERAL FUND REVENUE 
  

 
 

     CURRENT BUDGET 
  

$1,511,655      
 

 
CURRENT (March 31,2025) 1,241,028 

 
 

 ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 328,827    
      

 
 

 
PROJECTED REVENUE 1,569,855 

 
 

    
 

 
ADJUSTMENTS: 

  
 

  
SUBTRACT ADD  

 
TAXES – REAL PROPERTY 

 
8,100  

 
VAN BUREN ROAD MILLAGE 

 
7,800  

 MUNICIPAL SERVICES 37,000   
 TAXES – PERSONAL PROPERTY 1,000   
 OTHER TAX REVENUE  1,000  
 RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA  10,500  
 MEDICAL MARIJUANA  300  
 STATE SHARED REVENUE  10,000  
 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS  6,100  
 BANK INTEREST ON ACCOUNTS  8,000  
 ZONING BOARD FEES  3,400  
 EQUIPMENT RENTAL  41,000  
     
  TOTAL REVENUE ADJUSTMENTS: 

 
58,200  

  
   

 
 

ADJUSTED REVENUE     
 

$1,569,855    
    

 
 

GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES 
  

 
 

     CURRENT BUDGET 
  

$1,731,649     
 

 
CURRENT (March 31, 2025) 1,106,979 

 
 

 
     ADDITIONAL PROJECTED  605,570  

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
PROJECTED EXPENDITURES 

 
1,712,549  
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ADJUSTMENTS: 

  
 

  
SUBTRACT ADD  

 
ELECTIONS 15,000   

 
ASSESSOR 2,000   

 LEGAL SERVICES 10,050   
 AUDIT FEES  7,950  
 BOARD OF REVIEW 1,000   
 PARKS & RECREATION  1,000       
 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES ADJUSTMENTS 
 

(19,100) 
 

     
 

ADJUSTED TOTAL EXPENDITURES 
  

$1,712,549      

PROJECTED ADJUSTMENT TO GENERAL FUND BALANCE: 
  

  
 
 

FISCAL 2024-2025 
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS NO. THREE 

STREET FUNDS 
     

MAJOR STREETS REVENUE 
   

 
CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$315,775      

 CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 272,962 
  

 ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 61,813  
  

  
   

 PROJECTED REVENUE 
 

334,775  
 

     
 

ADJUSTMENTS:  SUBTRACT  ADD  
    

 
 

STATE REVENUE 20,000  

 METRO AUTHORITY 3,000   
 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS  2,000  
      

    
 

TOTAL REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
 

19,000  
    

 
 

ADJUSTED REVENUE 
  

$334,775     
 

MAJOR STREETS EXPENDITURES 
  

 
 

CURRENT BUDGET 
  

$134,168      
 

 
CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 135,038 

 
 

 
ADDITIONAL PROJECTED  (22,170)  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
PROJECTED EXPENDITURES 

 
112,868   
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ADJUSTMENTS:  SUBTRACT  ADD  

 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE  14,000  
 TRAFFIC SERVICES 38,000   
 NON-MOTORIZED 2,800   
 WINTER MAINTENANCE  6,500  
 ADMINISTRATION 1,000       

 
 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ADJUSTMENTS 
 

(21,300)        
 

 
ADJUSTED EXPENDITURES 

  
$112,868  

          

PROJECTED ADJUSTMENT TO MAJOR STREET FUND 
BALANCE: 

  
  

     

LOCAL STREETS REVENUE 
   

 
CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$107,325      

 
 

CURRENT REVENUE (MARCH 31, 
2025) 

86,350 
 

 
 

ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 29,375 
 

 
    

 
 

PROJECTED REVENUE 
 

115,725  
    

 
 

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS SUBTRACT ADD  
 

RIGHT OF WAY PERMIT 
 

2,400  

 STATE REVENUE  9,000  
 METRO AUTHORITY 3,000       

 
 

TOTAL REVENUE ADJUSTMENTS 
 

8,400  
    

 
 

ADJUSTED REVENUE 
  

$115,725     
 

LOCAL STREETS EXPENDITURES 
  

 
 

     CURRENT BUDGET 
  

$68,175      
 

 
CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 52,031 

 
 

 
ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 8,144 

 
 

    
 

 
PROJECTED EXPENDITURES 

 
60,175  

    
 

 
ADJUSTMENT SUBTRACT ADD  

 
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 15,100 

 
 

 TRAFFIC SERVICES 400   
 WINTER MAINTENANCE  7,500  
      

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ADJUSTMENTS 
 

(8,000)  
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ADJUSTED EXPENDITURES 

  
$60,175     

 

PROJECTED ADJUSTMENT TO LOCAL STREET FUND 
BALANCE: 

   

 
FISCAL 2024-2025 

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS – NO. THREE 
SEWER FUND 

     

SEWER FUND REVENUE   
  

 
CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$828,049      

 
CURRENT REVENUE (MARCH 31, 2025) 682,048 

  
 

ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 221,901  
  

     
 

PROJECTED REVENUE 
 

903,949  
 

     
 

ADJUSTMENTS: 
   

  
 SUBTRACT   ADD  

 
 

REAL PROPERTY TAX 2,000  
 

 PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX 150   
 PENALTIES & INTEREST ON TAXES 25   
 SERVICE & SALES  60,000  
 CAPITAL RESERVE 14,075   
 PENALTY ON DELQ BILLS 1,000   
 BANK INTEREST  50  
 MISC. REVENUE  29,500  
 INSURANCE REFUNDS  3,600  
      

TOTAL REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
 

75,900 
 

     
 

ADJUSTED REVENUE 
  

$903,949       

SEWER FUND EXPENDITURES 
   

 
CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$1,092,546      

 
CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 499,412 

  
 

ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 593,134  
  

     
 

PROJECTED EXPENDITURES 
 

1,092,546  
 

     
 

ADJUSTMENTS: 
   

  
 SUBTRACT   ADD  

 
 

*                        
  

     
 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE ADJUSTMENTS 
 

0 
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ADJUSTED EXPENDITURES 
  

$1,092,546       

PROJECTED ADJUSTMENT TO SEWER FUND BALANCE: 
  

  
*Depreciation should be around $ 

 
FISCAL 2024-2025 

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS – NO. THREE 
WATER FUND 

    

WATER FUND REVENUE   
  

 
     CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$429,544      

 
CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 377,357  

  
 

ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 98,387  
  

     
 

PROJECTED REVENUE 
 

475,744  
 

     
 

ADJUSTMENTS: 
   

  
 SUBTRACT   ADD  

 
 

SERVICE & SALES     50,000   
CAPITAL RESERVE 10,000 

  

 SHUT-OFF/ON  250  
 CONNECTIONS  50  
 PENALTY ON DELQ BILLS  700  
 INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS  21  
 INSURANCE REFUNDS  4,979  
 MISC REVENUE  200  
      

TOTAL REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
 

46,200 
 

     
 

 ADJUSTED REVENUE  
  

$475,744       

WATER FUND EXPENDITURES 
   

 
CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$404,900       

 
CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 213,829 

  
 

ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 201,071  
  

     
 

PROJECTED EXPENDITURES 
 

414,900  
 

     
 

ADJUSTMENTS: 
   

  
 SUBTRACT   ADD  

 
 

IRON REMOVAL PLANT     10,000 
 

 
*                        

  
    

     
TOTAL EXPENDITURE ADJUSTMENT 

 
10,000 
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ADJUSTED EXPENDITURES 
 

$414,900       

PROJECTED ADJUSTMENT TO WATER FUND BALANCE: 
 

$  
*Depreciation should be around $ 

 
FISCAL 2024-2025  

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS – NO. THREE 
MISCELLANEOUS FUNDS 

      

COMPREHENSIVE IMPROVEMENT REVENUE 
 

  
 

  
     CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$199,605    

  
 

 
  

CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 
                  

171,037  

 
 

  
ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 28,568   

      
  

 
 

  PROJECTED REVENUE 
 

199,605  
         

 
 

                                                                                                                               ADJUSTMENTS:  SUBTRACT   ADD   
 

     
  

 
  

 
  

TOTAL REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
 

0   
  

   
 

 
  ADJUSTED REVENUE 

  
$199,605       

 

COMPREHENSIVE IMPROVEMENT EXPENDITURES 
  

 

  
 

CURRENT BUDGET 
  

$ 198,755   
 

  
 

  
CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 112,492 

  
  

ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 86,263 
  

  
 

   
  

PROJECTED EXPENDITURES 
 

198,755                 
 

  
  

   
  

ADJUSTMENTS:  SUBTRACT   ADD  
 

  CITY HALL EQUIPMENT 17,850   
  POLICE EQUIPMENT  12,350  
  PUBLIC WORKS EQUIPMENT  5,500    

 
   

  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE ADJUSTMENT 

 
0              

 
      
  

ADJUSTED EXPENDITURES 
  

$198,755        

PROJECTED ADJUSTMENT TO COMP IMPROVEMENT FUND BALANCE: 
 

 
 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REVENUE 
 

  
 

  
     CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$90,000 
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CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 56,833 

 
 

  
ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 33,167   

      
  

 
 

  PROJECTED REVENUE 
 

90,000  
         

 
 

                                                                                                                               ADJUSTMENTS:  SUBTRACT   ADD   
  

 
  

 
  

TOTAL REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
 

0   
  

   
 

 
  ADJUSTED REVENUE 

  
$90,000       

 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES 
  

 

  
 

CURRENT BUDGET 
  

$88,000    
 

  
 

  
CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 74,242 

 
 

  
ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 15,758 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
PROJECTED EXPENDITURES 

 
90,000                  

  
  

  
 

  
ADJUSTMENTS:  SUBTRACT   ADD   

  ENGINEERING  2,000    
 

  
 

  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE ADJUSTMENT 

 
2,000  

     
 

  
ADJUSTED EXPENDITURES 

  
$90,000       

 

PROJECTED ADJUSTMENT TO HARTFORD BUILDING AUTHORITY FUND BALANCE: 
 

 
HARTFORD BUILDING AUTHORITY REVENUE 

 
   

  
     CURRENT BUDGET 

  
$50,350    

  
  

  

CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 
                  

42,080  

  

  
ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 8,270  

 

      
   

 
  PROJECTED REVENUE 

 
50,350  

         
  

                                                                                                                               ADJUSTMENTS:  SUBTRACT   ADD  
 

  
 

   
  

TOTAL REVENUE ADJUSTMENT 
 

0   
  

    
 

  ADJUSTED REVENUE 
  

$50,350       

HARTFORD BUILDING AUTHORITY EXPENDITURES 
   

  
 

CURRENT BUDGET 
  

$44,701    
 

   
  

CURRENT (MARCH 31, 2025) 32,588 
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ADDITIONAL PROJECTED 12,113 

  
  

 
   

  
PROJECTED EXPENDITURES 

 
44,701                 

 
  

  
   

  
ADJUSTMENTS:  SUBTRACT   ADD  

 
  

 
   

  
TOTAL EXPENDITURE ADJUSTMENT 

 
(0) 

 
      
  

ADJUSTED EXPENDITURES 
  

$44,701        

PROJECTED ADJUSTMENT TO HARTFORD BUILDING AUTHORITY FUND BALANCE: 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2025 - 036 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING FISCAL YEAR 2025/2026 BUDGET 

At a Business meeting of the City of Hartford Commission, located at 19 West Main Street and called to order 

by Mayor Richard A. Hall on May 19, 2025 at 5:30p.m. 

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner _______________and supported by Commissioner ________________.     

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford has met all requirements for Public Hearing on the Budget-Pursuant to 

MCLA 141.412 and .413, notice of a public hearing on the proposed budget was published in a newspaper of 

general circulation on May 8, 2025, and a public hearing on the proposed budget was held on May 19, 2025, 

and participation regarding the adoption of a budget and property tax levy for the City’s fiscal year commencing 

July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026, and whereas, the City Commission has carefully considered same, 

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford shall cause to be levied and collected the general property tax on all real and 

personal property within the City upon the current tax roll an allocated millage of 16.3014 mills.      

The total mills to be levied for ad valorem property taxes are as follows:   

AUTHORITY-PURPOSE   FUND  MILLS  LEVY DATE 

City Charter Section 9.1   

General Purposes    General 12.1410    July 1, 2025 

Extra Voted      Fire   1.4185               December 1, 2025 

Extra Voted Debt Retirement-2016 

Sanitary Sewer Revenue Bond 

Wastewater Treatment Plant   Sewer   1.7419    July 1, 2025 

Extra Voted     Seniors  1.0000    December 1, 2025 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission of the City of Hartford hereby adopts its 

budget by Activity/Department for fiscal year commencing July 1, 2025, and ending June 30, 2026, in 

accordance with the City Charter  

 

The budget includes the following projects: Water/Sewer Operators; Finance Expertise; Reductions to Staffing; 

Implementation of Financial Software; Website Revision; City Hall Roof Replacement, and Amended 

Water/Sewer Rates.    

  

The estimated revenues by source and the amounts appropriated to defray the expenditures and meet the 

liabilities of various funds of the fiscal year are set forth therein.   

 

FUND REVENUES - 2025/2026 AMOUNT 

   

101 Property Tax - Current  $   442,345.00  

101 Van Buren Road Millage  $     31,678.00  

101 Municipal Services Agreements  $     50,000.00  

101 Personal Property Tax - Current  $   156,493.00  
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101  Personal Property Tax – Delinquent $            85.00 

101 Local Community Stabilization  $       9,300.00  

101 Trailer Court Fees  $          460.00  

101 Penalties & Interest on Taxes  $       1,150.00  

101 Administration Fee – Property Tax  $     26,000.00  

101 Administration Fee - Delinquent Tax  $       1,150.00  

101 Restitution $       1,000.00 

101 Business License & Permits  $          225.00  

101 Franchise Fees  $     15,550.00  

101 Non-Business License & Permits  $          340.00  

101 Temporary Dumpster Fees  $          100.00  

101 Medical Marijuana Fees  $       3,000.00  

101 Recreational Marijuana Fees  $   136,000.00  

101 State Shared Revenue  $   275,066.00  

101 CVTRS State Shared Revenue  $          200.00  

101 EVIP State Shared Revenue $   114,981.00 

101 Split/Combine Fee  $          100.00  

101 NSF Check Fee  $            90.00  

101 State Reimbursement for Election  $          500.00  

101 Copy Fees  $          200.00  

101 LABOR – Crossing Guards  $       3,000.00  

101 Notary Fees  $          750.00  

101 Mowing & MISC Services  $          400.00  

101 Sale of Insurance Reports  $          300.00  

101 Garnishment Charges  $          210.00  

101 Ordinance Fines District Court  $          100.00  

101 Bank Interest on Accounts  $     24,000.00  

101 Administration Fee – Major Streets  $     12,000.00  

101 DDA – Administration Fee  $       2,400.00  

101 Administration Fee – Building Fund  $       5,000.00  

101 Fee For Tax Bill Request  $          300.00  

101 Administration Fee - Sewer    $     47,500.00  

101 Administration Fee – Sewer Treatment Plant  $     43,000.00 

101 Administration Fee – Iron Removal Plant Operations  $     16,000.00 

101 Administration Fee - Water  $     47,000.00  

101 Zoning Board/Planning Commission Fees  $     15,000.00  

101 Reimbursements – MISC  $       1,000.00 

101 Insurance Refunds  $       2,500.00  

101 Unrealized (Gain)/Loss on Investment  $     30,000.00 

101 Equipment Use - DPW    $   140,000.00  

101 Miscellaneous Revenue  $       2,600.00 

101 Cash over (Short) $            50.00 

101 Scrap Salvage Sales $            2,500 

101 Interest on Investments $            10.00 

101 Total – General Fund  $ 1,661,633.00  

   

202 Right of Way Permit  $       1,115.00 

202 State Revenue  $   275,650.00  

202 Interest on Investments $     12,000.00 
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202 Total – Major Street Fund   $   288,765.00  

   

203 Right of Way Permit  $       2,000.00  

203 State Revenue  $   108,000.00  

203 Total – Local Street Fund  $   110,000.00  

   

245 Contribution From Local Unit   $     85,000.00  

245 Transfer from General Fund  $     69,646.00 

245 Total – Comprehensive Fund   $   154,646.00  

   

248 DDA Captured Tax  $     22,562.00  

248 Bank Interest on Accounts  $            75.00 

248 Total – Downtown Development Authority   $     22,637.00  

   

251 Building Permits  $     26,500.00  

251 Rental Ordinances Fees  $       5,000.00  

251 Electrical Permits  $     10,000.00  

251 Mechanical Permits $     10,000.00 

251 Total – Building Department Fund  $     51,500.00  

   

255 Bank Interest on Accounts  $          500.00  

255 Rent – City of Hartford  $     50,000.00  

255 Total – Building Authority Fund  $     50,500.00  

   

590 Real Property Tax-Current  $     63,723.00 

590 Personal Property Tax-Current  $     22,544.00  

590 Personal Property Tax–Delinquent $          100.00 

590 Penalties & Interest on Tax  $          100.00 

590 Services - Sales  $   653,414.00  

590 Capital Reserve Escrow Sales  $   218,520.00  

590 Penalties on Delinquent Bills  $     20,000.00  

590 Bank Interest on Accounts  $          100.00 

590 Miscellaneous Revenue  $     60,000.00  

590 Unrealized (Gain)/Loss on Investments  $       6,000.00 

590 Connections $          200.00 

590 Insurance Refunds $            3,500 

590 Total – Sewer Fund   $  1,048,201.00  

   

591 Services - Sales  $   409,167.00  

591 Capital Reserve Escrow Sales  $   198,912.00  

591 Shut-Off &Turn-On Fees  $          500.00  

591 Penalties on Delinquent Bills   $     11,000.00  

591 Interest on Receivables  $          100.00 

591 Interest on Investments $            50.00 

591 Rental of Water Tower -AT&T  $     28,566.00  

591 Miscellaneous Revenue  $       5,000.00  

591 Unrealized (Gain)/Loss on Investment  $       1,000.00 

591 Connections $          100.00 

591 Total – Water Fund  $   654,395.00  
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                                 TOTAL REVENUES $4,042,277.00 

  

Fund EXPENSES - 2025/2026 AMOUNT 

101 Assessor   $         21,000.00  

101 Board of Review   $           2,150.00  

101 Central Supply   $         24,550.00  

101 City Commission   $         18,391.00  

101 City Hall & Grounds   $       128,600.00  

101 City Manager   $       131,480.00  

101 Clerk   $       153,070.00  

101 Cultural Programs     $         20,500.00  

101 Elections   $           6,650.00  

101 Fire Board   $       133,830.00  

101 Independent Audit   $         11,750.00  

101 Legal Services   $         20,000.00  

101 Mayor   $           2,488.00  

101 Parks & Recreation   $           5,000.00  

101 Police Department   $       518,876.00  

101 Public Works Department   $       273,085.00  

101 Treasurer   $       117,467.00  

101 Planning Commission  $           3,100.00 

101 Transfer Comprehensive Improvement  $         69,646.00 

        101 -General Fund Total  $    1,661,633.00  

   

255 Debt Service - Principal   $         21,000.00  

255 Debt Service - Interest    $         23,727.00  

255 Building Authority City Hall & Grounds  $         44,727.00  

   

202 Routine Maintenance   $         60,021.00  

202 DPW Administration   $         17,725.00  

202 Traffic Services   $         27,846.00  

 202 Winter Maintenance  $         37,765.00 

202 Non-Motorized Transportation   $         30,000.00  

 202 -Major Street Funds Total  $       173,357.00  

   

203 Routine Maintenance $        41,433.00 

203 DPW Administration $             725.00 

203 Traffic Services $          4,446.00 

203 Winter Maintenance $        33,689.00 

203 Local Street Funds Total $        80,293.00 

   

245 City Hall & Grounds $           131,646 
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245 Police Department $             23,000 

245 Comprehensive Fund Total $      154,646.00 

   

248 DDA Authority   $        15,900.00  

248 -Downtown Development Authority Total  $        15,900.00 

   

251 Building Inspector                  $       48,490.00 

251 -Building Fund Total                  $       48,490.00 

   

722 Zoning Commission/Appeals                  $         3,000.00 

722 Zoning Commission/Appeals Total                  $         3,000.00 

   

590 Sewer Lift Stations                  $       79,768.00 

590 Sewer System – General Operations                  $     145,108.00 

590 Sewer Treatment Plant                  $     549,781.00 

590 Bonds                  $     273,128.00 

590 -Sewer Fund Total                  $  1,047,785.00 

   

591 Iron Removal Plant Operations                  $     184,350.00 

591 Water Distribution System                  $     196,244.00 

591 -Water Total                  $     380,594.00 

   

  TOTAL EXPENSES  $  3,610,425.00  

 

Once adopted a copy of the full, line item, budget is available in the Clerk’s office and available at the City’s 

website.    

 

Periodic Financial Reports:  The officers of the City are directed to take such action and give such certifications 

as required by law and the City Charter Chapter VII Section 7.5 to affect the property tax levy and to implement 

and manage this budget. 

 

Budget Monitoring:  In accordance with the City Charter Chapter VII Section 7.8 & 7.9 and this shall continue 

the General Appropriations Act under Section 16, of the Michigan Uniform Budgeting and Accounting 

Act (MCL 141.436).   

 

YEAS: Commissioners  

NAYS: Commissioner  ABSENT: Commissioner  

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED            ________________________________ 

DATE: May 19, 2025                 RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
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I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 

Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on May 19, 2025 and the public notice 

of said meeting was held in compliance with Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended.  Date:  

                                                                    
__________________________________ 

RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street 

Hartford MI 49057 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2025 – 037 

 

AMENDING WATER RATES.    

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission, located at 19 West Main Street and called to order 

by Mayor Richard A. Hall on May 19, 2025    

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner  __________________and supported by Commissioner ____________.     

WHEREAS, Section 35 of Ordinance No. 51 of the Hartford City Code of Ordinances authorizes Hartford City 

Commission to establish Water rates by resolution; and  

WHEREAS, the City Commission has reviewed the current rates and proposed increases from its Municipal 

Advisors Rate Study and has determined a need to amend the rates accordingly; and  

WHEREAS, the current rates are not keeping up with both short- and long-term maintenance requirements of 

the system; and   

WHEREAS, the proposed rates will help to cover the cost of repayment of bonds, inflation, capital 

improvement and increased cost of operation;   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council for the City of Hartford establish the 

following rates for Water usage; 

1. The City of Hartford shall charge the following to its customers located within the City limits for 

water usage per month:  

a.  Minimum Service Ready     $ 9.17 

b. Commodity Charge per/1000 gallons   $ 4.10 

c. Water Improvement    $14.00 

 

2. The City of Hartford shall charge the following to its customers located outside the City limits for 

water usage per month: 

a.  Minimum Service Ready   $13.76 

b. Commodity per/1000 gallons   $ 6.15 

c. Water Improvement    $14.00 

 

3.  The rates shall be effective July 1, 2025 

YEAS:  Commissioners’  

 NAYS:    ABSENT: Commissioners’  

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED            ________________________________ 
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DATE: May 19, 2025        RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 

I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 

Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on May 19, 2025, and the public 

notice of said meeting was held in compliance with Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended.   

DATE:  
_______________________________ 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street 

Hartford MI 49057 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2024 – 038 (Recommended)  

 

AMENDING SEWER RATES.    

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission, located at 19 West Main Street and called to order 

by Mayor Richard A. Hall on May 19, 2025    

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner _____________ and supported by Commissioner __________.     

WHEREAS, Section 26 of Ordinance No. 52 of the Hartford City Code of Ordinances authorizes Hartford City 

Commission to establish Sewer rates by resolution; and  

WHEREAS, the City Commission has reviewed the current rates and proposed increases from Bendzinski & 

Com Municipal Finance Advisors Rate Study and has determined a need to amend the rates accordingly; and  

WHEREAS, the current rates are not keeping up with both short- and long-term maintenance requirements of 

the system; and   

WHEREAS, the proposed rates will help to cover the cost of repayment of bonds, inflation, capital 

improvement and increased cost of operation;   

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council for the City of Hartford establish the 

following rates for Sewer usage; 

1.  The City of Hartford shall charge the following to its customers located within the City limits for 

sewer usage per month:  

a. Minimum Service Ready    $ 5.00  

b. Commodity per/1000 gallons   $ 8.50 

c. Capital Reserve      $20.00 

d. Non-Metered     

$43.25 Single Family Residential 

$64.88 Business 0-5 Employees 

$86.50 Business 6-10 Employees 

$108.13 Business 11+ Employees 

 

2.  The City of Hartford shall charge the following to its customers located outside the City limits for 

Sewer usage per month:  

a. Minimum Service Ready    $ 7.50  

b. Commodity per/1000 gallons  $12.50 

c. Capital Reserve     $20.00 

d. Non-Metered  

$ 64.88 for Single Family Residential 

$ 97.32 Business 0-5 Employees 
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$129.76 Business 6-10 Employees 

$162.20 Business 11+ Employees 

 

3.  The rates shall be effective July 1, 2025 

 

YEAS:  Commissioners’  

 NAYS:   ABSENT: Commissioner  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED            ________________________________ 

DATE: May 19, 2025        RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 

I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 

Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on May 19, 2025 and the public notice 

of said meeting was held in compliance with Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended.   

DATE:  
_______________________________ 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street 

Hartford MI 49057 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 
COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
RESOLUTION 2025– 039 
 

Purchase of a Kubota Tractor.    

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission, located at 19 West Main Street and called to order 
by Mayor Richard A. Hall on May 19, 2025    

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner _____________ and supported by Commissioner __________.     

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works has multiple vehicles and equipment needed to provide services 
to the Citizens of Hartford, and   

WHEREAS, several of those pieces of equipment and vehicles need to be replaced due to their age and 
condition and have exceed their useful life, and 

WHEREAS, the Kubota tractor has been breaking down frequently, interfering with completing daily tasks, 
and  

WHEREAS, the City is a Member of the State purchasing program and will have a cost savings of $13,000 on 
the purchase of a new Kubota tractor, and  

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works Superintendent received an acceptable quote from Sourcewell 
Cooperative Purchasing, and  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council for the City of Hartford authorizes the 
purchase of a Kubota tractor from Sourcewell Cooperative not to exceed $75,000 and authorizes the City 
Manager to execute the contract;  

YEAS:  Commissioners’  

 NAYS:   ABSENT: Commissioner  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED            ________________________________ 
DATE: May 19, 2025        RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 
 
I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on May 19, 2025 and the public notice 
of said meeting was held in compliance with Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended.   
DATE:  

_______________________________ 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 
19 West Main Street 

Hartford MI 49057 
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CITY OF HARTFORD 

COUNTY OF VAN BUREN  

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION 2025– 040 

 

IRON REMOVAL PLANT – INFRASTRUCTURE WELL OVERHAUL    

At a Regular meeting of the City of Hartford Commission, located at 19 West Main Street and called to order 

by Mayor Richard A. Hall on May 19, 2025    

The following resolution was offered:   

Moved by Commissioner _____________ and supported by Commissioner __________.     

WHEREAS, the Water Operator is recommending the City water source wells no. 4 and no. 5 be 

rebuilt/overhauled, and   

WHEREAS, the well overhaul has been more than 20 years and is nearing the end of their service life and is 

also needed to stay in compliance with the City’s water operations permit, and 

WHEREAS, to prevent any untimely breakdowns, it is recommended as a preventative overhaul, and  

WHEREAS, it is not known the exact condition of the pumps until they are removed from the well, and  

WHEREAS, the normal wearing parts are estimated to cost up to $36,540, well no. 4 has been budgeted to be 

replaced in the current fiscal year, and well no. 5 in fiscal year 2025/2026, and  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council for the City of Hartford authorizes the re-

building overhaul of wells no. 4 & 5 not to exceed $40,000.00 for each well, and authorizes the City Manager to 

execute the contract.  

YEAS:  Commissioners’  

 NAYS:   ABSENT: Commissioner  

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED            ________________________________ 

DATE: May 19, 2025        RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 
 

 

I RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, Clerk for the City of Hartford, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 

Resolution duly adopted by the City Commission of the City of Hartford during a meeting held on May 19, 2025 and the public notice 

of said meeting was held in compliance with Act 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as amended.   

DATE:  
_______________________________ 
RoxAnn Rodney-Isbrecht, City Clerk 

 City of Hartford 

19 West Main Street 

Hartford MI 49057 
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